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Residence Hall opens to mixed reviews
Problems with meal plan detract from new building
By Crystal Huskey 
Whalesong Reporter

The U niversity of A laska South 
east started the fall sem ester off 
w ith  a n ew  a d d it io n  to  the 

school. The new  residence hall and 
m eal plan have been in use since late 
August. The residence hall is currently 
hom e to 81 students. D ue to contract- 
ing problem s, the rem odeling of the 
M ourant Build ing has caused prob- 
lem s in im plem enting the new  m eal 
plan. For the time being, m eal plan 
users are being fed at the student hous- 
ing lodge. The M ourant build ing is 
expected to open O ctober 7 ,  1996.

W hile the new  residence hall that 
opened this sem ester at U A S appears 
to be a popular addition to cam pus, 
som e students are not too happy about 
the m eal plan that goes w ith it. Com - 
plaints about the m eal plan are due in 
large part to its "m eals on w heels" na- 
ture. Because of delays in opening the 
cafeteria in  the M ourant Building, the 
m eals are being cooked at the M oose 
Lodge kitchen and driven to the stu- 
dent housing lodge.

The problem  of driving the m eals 
to cam pus has lim ited the m enu vari- 
ety, but that should change w hen the 
cafeteria open, according to Tish G rif- 
fin, director of student activities and 
housing.

Students living in the new 
d o rm  h a v e  co m m en ted  th a t 
they really like it and feel that it 
w as w orth the m oney spent to 
build it. The only negative com - 
m ent about the dorm  dealt w ith 
the problem  of the com puters 
not being hooked up yet for the 
students.

M an y stu d en ts, how ever, 
said they are unhappy w ith the 
m eal p lan . T h o se u sin g  the 
m eal plan are paying $1,296 for 
F a ll sem ester and $1 ,248  for 
Spring semester. Students have 
m ad e sev era l com p lain ts ex - 
pressing their concern that the 
m e a l p la n  is n o t  w o rth  the 
m oney they are paying for it. 
H ow ever, these students also 
felt the m eal plan w ill improve 
once it is m oved into the cafete- 
ria in the M ourant Building. For 
the m ost part, students are try- 
ing to keep a positive outlook 
that things w ill get better.

S tu d en t A ctiv ities d irector Tish 
G riffin also believes things w ill im - 
prove once the M ourant Building caf- 
eteria is finished. Griffin said that for 
the m ost part, students on the m eal 
plan have been very patient and un- 
derstanding and that students would 
be very happy about the m eal plan

once everything comes together. Once 
the cafeteria was done, students on the 
m eal plan will have a wide variety of 
various foods to choose from, Griffin 
sa id . Griffin expressed great concern 
for how  students feel about the m eal 
plan and w hat she can do to m eet the 
n ee d s o f the s tu d e n ts  so sh e  h as

form ed a Food Service A dvisory Com - 
m ittee. The purpose of this com m ittee 
is to allow students to express their 
feelings and ideas about how  the m eal 
p lan  can be changed or im proved. 
Anyone interested in finding out more 
about this com m ittee can contact the 
Student Activities office. 
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The new residence hall which opened in late August, is currently home to 81 students. 
The increase in enrollment is attributed to the additional housing.

Cafeteria open but Mourant 
building rem odel still in flux
Project to be 
completed in 
November

By Tim Betz 
Whalesong Reporter

Hoorah! After 75 days of con- 
struction, the M ourant Build 
ing is finally open to students. 

Students now have a place where they can 
relax, and talk with friends over lunch and 
coffee. Still, a few more changes are in the 
offing; students will see a little more con- 
struction before UAS completes a renova- 
tion process that began one year ago.

In the fall of 1995, Chancellor Lind 
rededicated the Mourant Building to the 
students of UAS. This meant that the

schools' administrative offices, formerly lo- 
cated in the downstairs half of the Mourant 
Building, needed to move to UAS' down- 
town extension, the Bill Ray Center. After 
the rededication, Student Services Direc- 
tor, Bruce Gifford, established a commit- 
tee of student representatives called the 
Mourant Committee. According to Stu- 
dent Government President, Shawn Paul, 
the Mourant Committee "set priorities and 
gave recommendations" as to how to best 
utilize the space left vacant by UAS ad- 
ministrators.

But new demands had already been 
placed on the Mourant Building. The new 
dormitory has required that UAS install a 
larger cafeteria-style food complex in place 
of the modest Mourant Cafe. The larger 
cafeteria takes up most of the space in the 
upstairs portion of the Mourant Building. 
Consequently, UAS Bookstore, once lo- 

Continued on page 4...
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Exactly what is a
JIRPer? to find out see page 3...
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Editor's
C o rn e r

Computer 
Sabotage
D u rin g  th e  s e c o n d  

w eek of school som eone 
used  a  piece o f encryption 
s o f tw a r e ,  d o w n lo a d e d  
fro m  th e  In te r n e t  to  a 
disk, to  dam age the sys- 
tem  s e c u r ity  o n  th e  
M a c in to s h  c o m p u te rs . 
T h e y  th en  d isa b le d  th e 

anti-virus softw are and infected the 
m achines w ith  a com p u ter v iru s, 
causing the m achines to crash spo- 
radically and act abnorm ally. The 
virus corrup ted  the contents o f the 
hard drives and rendered them  u n- 
usable. Two m achines lo st files and 
had to  have softw are replaced, and 
the third m ach in e w o u ld n 't ev en  
boot u p  and h ad  to  h av e the hard 
drive com pletely  reform atted  and 
all softw are reinstalled .

Ja so n  Bourgoin , w h o spends 
m uch o f h is  tim e installing softw are 
fo r com puter classes m u st now  add  
repairing these dam aged computers 
to  h is  lis t o f th ings to  do. Was the 
sab o tag e  in ten tio n al?  "W ith o u t a 
doubt in  m y  m in d ," Bourgoin  said. 
A ll th e signs w ere consistent w ith  
sabotage, w ith a concerted effort to 
disable. A nd, the delinquent that 
did th is  had  to b e  physically present 
in  the lab.

There will now  b e additional se- 
curity  m easures placed on  the com - 
p u te r s  a n d  th a t , a c c o r d in g  to  
Bou rgoin , m ean s slig h tly  less u s-  
ability. Interaction w ith in  the com - 
p u ter system s. m ay b e  fu rther re- 
stricted  to ensure a  consistently re- 
liable w ork environm ent from  ev- 
ery  m achine. You can  thank the 
person that d id  this little  deed for 
that. This p erson  has m ade a  re- 
source supplied  b y  the school for 
you r b en e fit u n av ailab le  to you. 
People w ho do not have their own 
com puter rely  on the com puter lab

fo r an  av a ilab le  m ach in e . W h en  
th re e  m a ch in e s  a re  u n a v a ila b le , 
that's three few er students that can 
co m p le te  h o m e w o rk  and a ssig n - 
m ents or correspond w ith fam ily and 
friends through the Internet. W hat 
i f  you are one o f those three? H e or 
sh e  h as essentially  w recked  your 
com puter. R ather inconsiderate and 
spiteful d on 't you  think?

T h is  k in d  o f a c tiv ity  is  n o t a 
harm less prank, nor is it entertain- 
in g  or am using. It 's  in furiating, d is- 
turbing and disappointing. Infuriat- 
ing in that the person responsible for 
th is  in ten d ed  to  ru in  co m p u ters. 
They intended for you to  lose your 
data, your paper, your essay or your 
lab report. They w anted  to m ake a 
resource unavailable. They w anted 
to inconvenience you and to m ake 
y o u  w ait. They w anted you  to not 
be able to  finish your w ork. The dis- 
turbing p art is th is person  is a  stu- 
dent here. T h is person  w as in  the 
com puter lab h ap p ily  com m itting 
acts of destruction w hile you  w ent 
about w orking on your m aterial. H e 
or she w as sitting rig h t n ext to. you. 
Equally  disturbing is they enjoyed 
w hat they w ere doing, and they did 
it w ith  no regard or consideration for 
anyone else. W hat is  disappointing 
is that som eone sees this as appro- 
priate behavior. This type of activity 
is crim inal, and as such it is n o  dif
ferent from  a street crim e. This per- 

Continued on page 3...
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Tall ta le s  to ld  by  
the  totem
Pole traveled 
from New York 
to Kenai before 
settling at UAS
By Ernestine Hayes 
Whalesong Reporter

W h en  y o u 're  ru n n in g  from  
c la s s  to  c la ss  an d  fe e l 
som eone's eyes on you, it 

m ight be  the 38-foot red cedar totem  
pole overlooking the university build- 
ings on the w est lawn.

Created by four N ative carvers at 
the 1964 W orld's Fair in N ew  York, the 
pole later traveled to the N ikiski re- 
finery on the K enai Peninsula. In 1991 
it w as donated to the U niversity  of 
A lask a Southeast and raised in its 
present location during 1993 under the 
direction of W ooch.Een, the UAS N a- 
tive students organization.

Figures depicted on the pole are
topped by 
standing on 
Wise Raven 
portant fig- 
Native track- 
can be rec- 
by  h is 
beak. N ext

R a v e n  
the sun. 
is an im - 
uie in local 
tion  and 
o g n iz e d  
s t r a i g h t  
down is a

human figure, recognizable by his human 
nose and mouth, holding a tinaa, a sym- 
bol of wealth. Next is a man splitting a sea 
lion in half, depicting a Native story about 
a legendary strong man who saved his vil- 
lage by fighting a sea lion monster. Under- 
neath him is a beaver, recognizable by his 
teeth and tail, signifying diligence.

The wisdom , w ealth, strength and 
d iligence show n on the pole can be 
rem inders, goals or ju st interesting art. 
Take a m inute to enjoy it and if you 
like it, there's m uch m ore N ative art 
in  the W illiam  A. Egan library, where 
y ou 'll find a helpful guide to all the 
N orthw est Coast N ative art on display 
on the Juneau cam pus.

Photo by Dan Coleman

The UAS totem pole carved at the 1964 
World's Fair overlooks the west lawn.

Native Student Center planned
By Ernestine Hayes 
Whalesong Reporter

Plans for the campus' new Native 
and Rural Student Center are un 
derway. The center will be used to 

provide a comfortable meeting and study 
area for members of the UAS Native stu- 
dents club, Wooch.Een, which means 
"working together" in the language of the 
original inhabitants of Southeast Alaska. 
Other students who need the relaxed at- 
mosphere will be welcome. Office space 
for the Native and Rural students advi- 
sor will also be located in the center, in 
the Novatney Building where the Stu- 
dent Housing and Activities office was 
formerly situated.

Donated computers will be on  hand

for the novice who needs to practice. A  li- 
brary and archives on  local Native history 
are in the works. Club members are dis- 
cussing an annual contribution to an art 
collection. A  place to go for academic and 
social needs is the vision.

Pattie Adkisson, Academic Advisor 
and coordinator of the Native/Rural Stu- 
dent Program, is excited about the Re- 
source Center, Previous activities of 
Wooch.Een include participating in rais- 
ing the campus' totem pole during 1993, 
and last year's reception for Herman Kitka, 
a local Native leader.

Watch for flyers inviting you to the 
dedication of the new center, planned for 
late October.
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JIR Pers - 
w ho they are and  
w hat they do
Richard Marston takes the helm 
at the icefield program
By Ernestine Hayes 
Whalesong Reporter

In his first year directing the Juneau 
IceField Research Program  (JIRP), 
Professor Richard M arston is ex- 

cited by the opportunity to continue 
the w ork of Dr. M aynard M iller, who 
founded the ground-breaking effort 50 
years ago.

"The top students in the country 
are a t tra c te d  to th is  p r o g ra m ,"  
M arston said. "Th ey 're  im m ersed in 
field science and surrounded by spec- 
ta cu la r  la n d sca p e . I 'm  p ro u d  and  
hum bled  to be able to carry  on Dr. 
M iller's v ision ."

The program , know n as JIRP and 
its m em bers " JIR P e rs ,"  attracts ta l- 
ented and m otivated  stu dents each  
sum m er to the eight-w eek long pro- 
gram  to conduct research on a variety 
of projects. These include m easuring 
the rate of g lac ia l  m ovem ent and m ea- 
suring the thickness of glacial ice like 
the Taku G lacier and its tributaries. 
R esearch has found these to be the 
thickest glaciers in a tem perate envi- 
ronm ent. A nother p ro ject involv es 
studying botanical life on the m any 
nunataks, peaks that ju t up out of the 
glaciers.

Each July, 45-50 students congre- 
gate w ith seven staff m em bers in Ju - 
neau for a w eek of preparation before 
h iking to the head of the Lem on Creek

Glacier, Cam p 17. For 10 days, field 
m ethods, indoctrination, p lus safety 
and survival techniques are learned. 
A  two-day ski trip takes them  to Camp 
10, the m ain cam p in the m iddle of the 
ice field, where lectures and field stud- 
ies are conducted. Intense m entoring 
and one-on-one attention by  faculty 
provide the strength of the program .

A fter com pleting the field  w ork, 
students cross the ice field and leave 
via Llew ellyn G lacier in Canada and 
com e out in  Atlin, B.C.

A ctual fieldw ork is one of the ben- 
efits of the program . Funding from  the 
N ation al Scien ce F ou n d ation  help s 
sustain the program . D uring the w in- 
ter, Dr. M arston seeks scholarships and 
pursues other program  funding from  
sponsors such as N A SA  and the Envi- 
ronm ental Protection Agency. He also 
fin ishes his research w riting , tracks 
publications, and prepares for the next 
season.

A lthough this is his first year di- 
recting the program  at U A S, he has 
been associated w ith JIRP since 1980. 
Before com ing to Juneau, he taught at 
the U n iv ersity  o f W y om in g  fo r 10 
years and prior to that at the U niver- 
sity of Texas at El Paso.

Dr. M arston is professor of Envi- 
ronm ental Science at U A S as w ell as 
director of the Foundation for Glacier 
an d  E n v iro n m en ta l R e se a rch . H is

stu d ies h a v e  ta k en  h im  to N ep al, 
F ran ce , M ex ico , and  B ra z il b efo re  
m oving to Juneau. He has published 
w idely and is a m em ber of m any pro- 
fessional honorary societies, including 
the E x p lo re r 's  C lub and the R oyal

G eographical Society. M arston said he 
w as gratified by the com m unity inter- 
est and su p p ort from  Ju neau  b u s i- 
nesses and has been im pressed by the 
program 's loyal alumni.
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Crevasse class? Dr. Marston leads students to the head of Lemon Creek 
Glacier Two weeks of field work taught them about subjects such as the 
rate of glacial movement and the thickness of glacial ice.

Computer Sabotage
Continued from previous page...

son m ay as w ell be out robbing eld-  
erly wom en and beating up on eight- 
year-olds.

T he p erso n  w ho d id  th is  h as 
k n o w led g e abou t co m p u ters, b u t 
lacks kn ow led ge about co m p u ter 
ethics. W hen does an educational in- 
stitution , as a vehicle that im parts 
know ledge, becom e responsible for 
also im parting ethics? H ow  m uch 
know ledge has to b e given before 
ethics are taught? A t this stage it's  
probably too late to instill the perpe- 
trator of this crim e w ith any com - 
puter ethics. Which raises the larger 
question: W hen do w e trust that an 
individual can behave as an adult? 
A cce p t th e freed om s a ffo rd ed  to 
them , and m ake responsible choices? 
O bviously there are too m any free- 
dom s for som e people to m ake re- 
sp o n sib le  choices. A s su ch , th ey  
m ake som e of those freedom s u n - 
available to the w hole, because of 
their irresponsibility. This person has 
restricted your freedom s and m ine, 
b ecau se  they co u ld n 't d ecid e b e - 
tween right and wrong. A nd their 
actions were wrong, to the tune of at

least crim inal m ischief in  the third 
degree.

This person 's in tent w as m ali- 
cious destruction o f m aterial. There 
w as no consideration  give fo r the 
consequences o f their actio n s. I f  
your data was lost, too bad. This per- 
son  obviously can 't police his or h er 
actions, so it  is up to us. We are all 
responsible. N ext tim e you 're in  the 
com puter center see w hat the person 
n ext to you is doing. M ore than 
likely you 'll get an eyeful of w hy the 
glaciers are shifting or a taste of func- 
tionalism  as applied to dom estic vio- 
lence. But m aybe y o u 'll see som e- 
thing that doesn 't look quite right. 
It's  not any different from  investigat- 
ing  outside w hen you hear an odd 
noise. It only takes a quick glance. 
If  you notice som eone dow nloading 
viruses, instructions on how  to dis- 
able com puter security  system s or 
other insidious and sinister item s, go 
tell the person on duty at the com - 
puter desk. It could be your com - 
puter that's destroyed.

Questions or comments?
E-Mail Annette at 
JSAMN1@aeadl.alaska.edu

UAS welcomes 
former NASA 
scientist
By Ernestine Hayes 
Whalesong Reporter

Randal Stahl, new instructor of gen 
eral chemistry in support of the Bi 
ology and M arine Biology pro- 

grams, sees the automation of methodolo- 
gies in his field as a driving force in its 
progress.

The transition to an interdisciplinary 
focus now requires the student of chemis- 
try to become familiar with other fields. 
This movement "from the bench to the 
field" creates a complex system for today's 
chemistry student. The technology now 
available, together with the use of comput- 
ers, has transformed the field of chemis- 
try, Stahl said. For example, an environ- 
mental chemist is now required to have a 
familiarity with the organisms living in the 
environment being studied. Dr. Stahl, in 
his previous work for NASA, evaluated 
plants as potential life support subsystems 
for the Lunar and Mars habitats.

"What makes chemistry a lively field 
for me is the opportunity to work on prob- 
lems that have an impact on society." Stahl

said. This outlook is evident in his back- 
ground which includes research and col- 
laboration on plant growth and develop- 
ment in low-pressure environments and 
the role of oxides in controlling chemical 
activity of metals in soil solution. Other 
interests are the feasibility of using plants 
that generate atmosphere, and the design, 
selection, and evaluation of systems to be 
used in simulated environments.

Stahl encourages those who wish to 
know more about chemistry to access the 
numerous resources available in the field 
on the Internet. For those who have spe- 
cific questions that can't be answered on 
the Net, his e-mail address is JFRRS on the 
UACN. 

Photo by Dan Coleman
Randall Stahl is the new chemistry 
professor within the Miology and 
Marine Biology programs.
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Cafeteria
Continued from front cover

cated on the top floor, had to relocate 
downstairs to make room for the new caf- 
eteria. The new bookstore requires a lot of 
space, not only for all the text books, but 
also because UAS wants it to have a cash- 
ier that can deal with class registration. The 
Mourant Committee soon realized that the 
Mourant Building does not have enough 
space to accommodate everything that the 
students w ant Over the course of several 
meetings, the M ourant Committee lis- 
tened to further demands placed on the 
building: Student government wanted rec- 
reational space for a video arcade, minor- 
ity groups requested space for an inter- 
cultural center, and the W halesong news- 
paper said that it needed an office.

During a meeting in the spring o f1996, 
Bruce Gifford managed to postpone con- 
sideration of these requests when he in- 
form ed the M ourant Com m ittee that 
Mourant Building changes would be on a 
"shoe string"  budget. A t the time, Gifford 
and committee members did not believe 
that UAS could acquire sufficient funds to 
implement all the changes that the com- 
mittee wanted. Consequently, further dis- 
cussion ended; the committee only agreed 
to proceed with construction of the cafete- 
ria and bookstore. E v ery th in g  else

(Whalesong office, student government of- 
fice, new student lounge etc.), would re- 
main in a status quo position. However, 
UAS got a pleasant surprise when con- 
struction bids on M ourant Building 
changes came in well under their previ- 
ously estimated costs.

According to Assistant Student Ser- 
vices Director, Tish Griffin, UAS originally 
projected that total Mourant Building reno-

vations would cost UAS about $800,000 
Griffin informed Whalesong that a bid came 
in that would complete all Mourant Build- 
ing renovations for about $500,000. When 
the M ourant Committee received this 
news, Bruce Gifford ordered the accep- 
tance of a final design for all renovations 
to the Mourant Building. However, this 
final version differs somewhat from the 
one that the Mourant Committee wanted. 
Shawn Paul said that "administration de- 
cisions to go against committee recommen- 
dations strained relations between stu- 
dents and administration, but in the end

we probably have the best solution we 
could have."

This "best solution" puts student gov- 
ernment offices and conference room on 
the back north side of the downstairs 
Mourant Building. Student lounge and ar- 
cade room will be on the back south side 
of the building. Student activities office, 
club space and the Whalesong office will be 
located along the back wall between stu-

dent government and the student recre- 
ation area. A  student government recep- 
tionist and secretary will be located near 
the downstairs entrance. These offices and 
recreation areas are tentatively scheduled 
to be in place sometime in November. 
They cannot happen any time sooner be- 
cause another shift of UAS personnel 
needs to happen first.

The offices of th e Chancellor, the Sec- 
retary to the Chancellor, the Administra- 
tive Services Director, and the Dean of 
Academic Affairs all need to be relocated 
to the Soboloff Annex. The Soboloff An-

nex is really no more then two double wide 
trailers put together in an L configuration. 
Renovation has been on-going at this 
building as well, and is nearly finished. 
UAS officials remaining in the Mourant 
Building are slated to move to the Soboloff 
Annex in November. Once the chancel- 
lor, the dean and other administrators 
move to the Soboloff Annex, then final 
preparations can be made for a UAS stu- 
dent union to take over a portion of the 
Mourant Building. Throughout the course 
of tire year, students wall gradually see the 
completion of the Mourant Building. UAS 
promises to add a few more new features.

Besides the work that still needs to be 
done on the downstairs, a few attributes 
need to be completed upstairs. An area of 
the upstairs Mourant Building, which is 
currently still under construction, is slated 
to become a small coffee shop. UAS food 
srvice plans to lease an espresso machine 
for the coffee shop. Student government 
is also trying to get a few computers for 
the area. Another aspect of the Mourant 
Building is the banquet room located on 
the north side of the building. This area 
will be used for over-flow seating from the 
M ourant Cafeteria, but will retain the 
closed-off aspect so that it can be used for 
a private reception. Lastly, UAS will es- 
tablish the Native and Rural Student Cen- 
ter in the current office of the Assistant Stu- 
dent Services Director.
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Student shuttle to run again
Limited daytime service will be established between student 
housing, campus and the Anderson building
By Aaron Spitzer 
Whalesong Reporter

The U A S student shuttle w ill run 
again, says U niversity D irector 
o f S tu d e n t S e rv ic e s  B ru ce  

Gifford.
The shuttle has not operated so far 

tis semester, but student concerns over 
safety and transportation have m oti- 
vated Gifford and other university of- 
ficials to explore options for bringing 
the van back into operation.

"W e're  certa in ly  g o in g  to have 
som ething that runs at least breakfast, 
lu n ch , an d  d in n e r ,"  sa id  G iffo rd . 
"W e'd  like to have an evening run, 
too." H e indicated that the shuttle ser- 
vice w ould hopefully be available by 
the beginning of November.

Last spring, the U niversity insti- 
tu ted  a free , d ay -tim e v an  serv ice  
w hich ran a continuous loop betw een 
the U A S m ain cam pus, the A nderson 
build ing on the W est side of Glacier 
Highway, and the student residence 
halls. The service w as established so 
that students w ould not have to cross 
the busy road in  front of the A nder- 
son Building, and to alleviate the park-

ing problem  there.
But over the summer, the Chancellor's 

Cabinet, comprised of the university 's 
D ean and D irectors, decided not to 
offer the service again this semester. 
According to Director of Physical Plant 
Bob Green, the decision to discontinue 
service w as based on the shuttle 's low 
use last term . "Excep t during really 
foul weather, ridership was very slim ," 
said Green.

It is true that shuttle usage last 
year w as generally low. Based on a 
daily log kept by the driver, the shuttle 
transported an average of 44 people 
per day last term . O n any given leg of 
any given loop, it thus averaged less 
th a n  a s in g le  rid er. E v en  on  the 
shuttle 's busiest day, w hen it carried 
a total of 100 passengers, it averaged 
few er than tw o riders at any given 
time.

A ccording to U A S Student Body 
President Shaw n Paul, the statistics 
from  the d riv er's log "m ay accurately 
represent the dem and for the shuttle—  
but I think there's a chance that they 
d on 't."  Paul, who lobbied for the es- 
tablishm ent of the shuttle last year, is

skeptical of G reen 's explanation for 
the shut-down. " It  sounds crass to say 
that they were putting m oney ahead 
of student safety," says Paul, "bu t that 
is w hat they were doing."

A ccording to Paul, U A S officials 
told him  that the service w as stopped 
because it was simply "too expensive." 
Physical P lant accounts show that the 
U niversity spent $11,273 on the shuttle 
last term , or about $3.54 per rider.

Paul noted several reasons w hy 
shuttle ridership m ay have been arti- 
ficially low  last year. H e pointed out 
that the shuttle w as started  several 
w eeks into the term, after students had 
already been forced to find other ways 
to get to class. Even then, noted Paul, 
during its first w eek the shuttle sched- 
ule conflicted with class tim es, further 
discouraging students from  riding it 
regularly.

A ccording to Shawn Paul, despite 
claim s th at the shu ttle serv ice w as 
underutilized last sem ester, near the 
b eg in n in g  of th is term  he w as ap - 
proached by several students w ho ex- 
pressed concern over the shuttle 's ter- 
m ination. In response, Paul placed

anonym ous flyers arou nd cam pus, 
alerting students of the discontinuation 
and encouraging them  to lobby Bruce 
Gifford for the shuttle's reinstatement.

A ccording to G ifford, direct 
student feedback from  the flyers was 
low. Still, adm itted Gifford, " I  heard 
through the grapevine that there were 
people talking about it up in student 
housing."

W hen Gifford w ent to a Sep- 
tem ber 20 Com m unity Council m eet- 
ing at the Lodge in student housing, 
this rum or w as confirm ed. The m eet- 
ing w as w ell-attended, and students 
expressed a variety o f concerns relat- 
ing to the cessation of shuttle service. 
Sev eral stu d en ts v o iced  ap p rehen- 
sions about w alking betw een campus 
and stu d en t h o u sin g  late  at n ight. 
Others were w orried about the dan- 
gers of crossing G lacier H ighw ay to 
the Anderson building, especially with 
the approach of winter.

In  talking w ith the W halesong, 
Shawn Paul seconded these concerns. 
" I  know  I 'v e  slip p ed  try in g  to get 
across to the A nderson Building in th e 

Continued on page 10...

Student government 
election results
By Crystal Huskey 
Whalesong Reporter

T h e  Fall 1996 student government 
elections were held on Septem 
ber 23rd and 24th, 1996. A  total 

of 261 students voted, which resulted 
in the appointment of six student re p  
resentatives. Those elected were Chris- 
topher Carrier, Rosie Gilbert, Crystal 
Huskey, Charlene Solem, Chris Tolvo, 
and Kelli Wood.

Due to lack of involvement, the 
election debate, which was held on 
September 20, 1996, bombed. The only 
people who showed up for the debate 
were the candidates. Lack of involve- 
ment by the student body was due to 
the debate being held in a classroom 
because the M ourant Building was 
under construction. Several students 
stated that if the debate had been held 
outside or in  a more "student used 
area" then more students would have 
been aware that the debate was even 
taking place and would have gotten 
involved in  the debate

College students shortchanged on 
sleep, study finds
By Colleen DeBaise 
CPS

C H IC A G O — T am ara  H a h n  
doesn 't have tim e to sleep. 
H ahn, a 20-year-old ju n ior at 

the U niversity of Illinois at Chicago, 
juggles a full classload, softball prac- 
tice and a part-tim e job  at a sandw ich 
shop.

"D uring the [softball] season, I get 
n o  s le e p ,"  say s H a h n , as sh e  
spreadsm ustard on a roast beef sand- 
w ich. " It 's  hard to go to classes som e- 
tim e. It's  hard to pay attention."

W eekends are a time to catch up 
on sleep , she says, a lthough som e- 
tim es " I  try to m ake up m y sleep right 
after practice, but that's w hen I have 
to do w ork or study."

"It 's  really hard," she adds.
A n increasing num ber of college 

students, like Hahn, are spending less 
tim e snoozing and m ore tim e feeling

tired and listless, according to recent 
studies.

In a report in the journal "S leep ," 
scientists sp ecu late th at A m ericans 
today are less w ell- rested  and feel 
w orse than their parents and grand- 
parents. "The sim ple truth is contem - 
p o ra ry  A m e rica n s  a r e n 't  g e ttin g  
enough sleep ," said lead study author 
D onald Bliwise, director o f the Sleep 
Disorders

Center at Em ory U niversity M edi- 
cal School. "People prioritize all the 
tim e for work, family, nutrition, exer- 
cise and m ore."

The report com pared the results of 
a m ental health survey of 1,200 healthy 
adults liv ing in  the M idw est in the 
1930s to those of 1,200 adults of com - 
parable age, gender, area of residence 
and other factors 50 years later.

There is a surge in the num ber of 
p eop le  w ho rep ort b ein g  fatigu ed ,

w hich indicates they 've had insuffi- 
cient sleep, scientists said.

A n o th e r  s tu d y  in d ic a te s  th a t 
wom en college students, in particular, 
are m ore likely  to suffer from  sleep 
deprivation than their m ale counter- 
parts.

An Elm hurst College study of 82 
college u ndergradu ates found that 
similar percentages of w om en (53 per- 
cent) and m en (58 percent) said they 
required seven to eight hours of sleep 
each night.

Sixty-percent of the m en reported 
g e ttin g  in  sev en  to eig h t h ou rs of 
snoozing. But only 38 percent of the 
w om en stu dents said  they got that 
m uch sleep, and slightly m ore than 
half (51 percent) reported sleeping less 
than 6 1 / 2  hours per night.

"Students, particularly women stu- 
dents, do suffer from sleep deprivation," 

Continued on page 10...
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It’s  Y our F irst Y e a r?  
I H ad N o Idea
By Margaret J. Berry

The California Aggie The University 
of Califomia-Davis 
DAVIS, Calif.— There are only two 

kinds of people who are happy about go- 
ing back to class. H alf of them spent the 
summer w atching "D ukes of Hazzard" 
reruns in  their underwear and the other 
half are first-year students.

W hile hum m ing and skipping down 
the steps of the Chem building is a pretty 
sure sign that you're new  to this whole 
college scene, sheer joy at being on cam- 
pus is by no means the only dead give- 
away.

• D on't worry if you see a little bit of 
yourself in this list, all of us have been there.

• You call yourself "basically" a veg- 
etarian, even though you still eat chicken 
and fish.

• You own several "baby tees" with 
insightful icons or single-word statements 
displayed on them and little plastic bar- 
rettes are a staple accessory for you.

• You are currently making an attempt 
to grow facial hair in an utterly misguided 
quest to appear m ore mature and attrac- 
tive to the opposite sex.

• You save alcoholic beverage contain- 
ers the w ay a hunter would m ount the

head of a particularly exotic kill.
• You w ake up more than an hour 

before class because you need the groom- 
ing time.

• You p lan  on getting som ething 
pierced this week.

• You've joined so many clubs you 
w on't have time for homework because 
your R. A. told you it's a great way to meet 
people.

• You recently wrote a poem about 
lifetime transitions that included the word 
"loneliness."

• You awaken in a lecture hall with 
your cheek in  a puddle of drool because 
your hall was partying on Sunday night.

• You found a new  soulm ate. . .  yes- 
terday.

• All of your underwear is pink.
• You avoid eating at the student 

union because the lines confuse you.
• You think mochas count as coffee.
• You're flunking Chemistry 2A  and 

you don't even know it yet.
• You think RSVP is kinda cool.
• Your roommate and her boyfriend 

have discovered sex and frequently engage 
in it while you're asleep.

• You'd be willing to part with some 
serious cash and possibly an expendable 
body part for a fake ID.

• You've put some deep reflection into 
every poster on your w all and asked 
yourself, "W hat does this say about m e?"

• Your answering m achine message 
is about five minutes long. It includes at 
least one sentence spoken in unison with 
your roommate, a 30-second m usical in- 
terlu d e, and a reference ju st obscure 
enough so that you, your roommates and 
your intimate friends w ill think i t s hilari- 
ous and the rest of the world w ill think 
you're a psychopath.

• You still have this m essage on the 
m achine when a potential em ployer calls 
about w hat could have been your first col- 
lege job.

• You type up your notes after class 
and no one's paying you to do it.

• You honestly believe the guy you're 
chatting with online when he says he looks 
like "that guy who plays Superman on the 
new  show."

• You spend more time writing e-mail 
than you spend sleeping.

• You have pretended to be drunk so 
you could get a ride hom e w ith T ipsy Taxi.

• You have pretended to be drunk.
• You rarely cut class for the first few 

w eeks because you're afraid som ehow  
your parents will find out.

• You think the fact that there's a creek 
running through campus is "really cool!"

• You find yourself doing errands in 
groups of five or more, on a weekly basis.

• You're concerned when you go to

your professor during her office hours, and 
she doesn't recognize you.

• You are enrolled in one or more of 
the following classes: Cultural Anthropol- 
ogy, Comparative Literature, Psychology 
101, Entomology or Human Sexuality.

• You firm ly believe you will gradu- 
ate in four years.

• You're not too worried about how 
you'll be paying off the $5,000 in loans you 
just accepted even though you're a medi- 
eval studies major.

• You think roommates should be best 
buddies, too.

• You don't see any problems with 
letting people you just m et borrow your 
CDs and clothing.

• You're on an intramural team with 
an oh-so-clever nam e like, "K ick Your 
Butt."

• You eat cereal at least three times a 
day because i t  s the only dining option you 
recognize.

• You think that getting a job to earn a 
little extra cash would be pretty fun.

• You sleep in a bunk bed.
• You sit in  the very front or the very 

back of a lecture hall.
• You actually check your m ail box 

everyday and expect to find more than 
junk mail.

• You're still figuring out this whole 
checking account thing.

• You're applying for credit cards 
based on the quality of the giveaway item.

• On Saturday night you "freaked" 
with someone on the dance floor at a party 
You were sober.

• You're still pre-med.

Unconscious Can ‘T h in k ’ But Not 
A b o u t P o p co rn
By Reuter

W A SH IN G T O N  (R e u te r)—  
T h e u n co n scio u s h u m an  
brain  is capable of register- 

ing  sublim inal m essages flashed  on a 
screen b u t n ot w ell enough to follow  
com m and s lik e  "E a t p o p co rn ," re - 
search p sychologists said  Thursday.

The experim ents established  that 
the brain  can perceive a sim ple sub- 
lim in a l m e ssa g e , w h ich  ca n  v e ry  
briefly influence subsequent conscious 
perception.

B u t from  w h at th e research ers 
have learned so far it appears the m es- 
sage m u st be an extrem ely sim ple one 
and the effect lingers for about a tenth 
of a second, n ot lon g  enough to in flu - 
ence or m anip ulate behavior.

"'T h in k ' is too strong a w ord for 
w hat the unconscious can do —  it can 
analyze m eaning of a sing le w o rd ," 
said  U n iv ersity  o f W ashington p sy - 
chologist A nthony G reenw ald, w hose 
find ings appear Frid ay in  the jo u rn al 
Science. H is research also fits into the 
larger ongoing debate betw een cogni- 
tive psychologists like h im self and the 
psychoanalytic ones.

C o g n itiv e  o n e s b e lie v e  th e  
unconcious m ind is rather lim ited , if 
not dow nright dum b. The psychoana- 
ly tic ones share Sigm und Freud 's b e- 
lie f th at the unconscious m ind is ca- 
pable o f com plex and pow erfu l m en- 
tal operations.

G reenw ald 's experim ent involved 
flash ing a strin g  o f 15 consonants, fo l- 
low ed by  a w ord or nam e, and then

another strin g  of consonants across a 
co m p u ter m o n ito r, fo rm in g  w h at 
G reenw ald called  a "su blim in al sand- 
w ich ."

Then a w ord or nam e —  w ithout 
the accom panying nonsense letters —  
w as flashed  on the screen. The subject 
in  th e exp erim ent had to  determ ine 
w hether it w as a m ale or fem ale nam e 
or a p leasan t or unpleasant w ord.

W h en  th e "sa n d w ich e d " w ord  
w as in  the sam e category as the single 
w ord display, the su b ject recognized 
an d  c a te g o r iz e d  th e  w o rd  m o re 
quickly than if it w as not. The sublim i- 
n al "p rim in g " sped up the recognition 
of subsequent w ords.

For instance, if "D av id " w as in  the 
sandw ich, the subject w as quicker to 
recognize the category of "K ev in " than 
to do the sam e for "Sarah ." The m ind 
w as "p rim ed " to see and recognize a 
b o y 's nam e.

W hen nam es or w ords w ere p re
sented  w ithout the sandw ich preced- 
ing them , response tim e w as 0.5 or 0.6 
second. W ith the "p rim in g ," subjects 
could  respond in  0.4 second, he said .

" It 's  like sw inging at a fast b all —  
you do b etter w hen you know  w here 
it 's  com in g fro m ," G reenw ald  said . 
"T h e sublim inal sandw ich is like a hint 
of w here the fastball is com ing from . 
They ca n 't see it b u t they get th at sub- 
lim in a l h in t and they sta rt lean in g , 
m ale or fem ale."

In  h is experim ent, the prim ing ef- 
fect w as too b rie f to lend itse lf to any 
sig n ifican t conditioning or m anipula- 
tion.

I f  fu rth er resea rch  sh ow s su ch  
su blim inal responses could  "accu m u - 
late and w ork like a cond ition ing p ro- 
ced u re," it could have som e p oten tial 
for ad vertising or in flu en cin g  behav- 
ior, but G reenw ald said  he 
doubted it w ould go unde- 
tected  in  an era w hen vid- 
eos could be view ed fram e 
by fram e.

"It is potentially usable 
for m anipulation bu t not in  
the 'D rin k  C oca-C ola,' 'E at 
p op corn ' sen se," he said .

H e said  h is p rio r re- 
search  a lso  sh ow ed  th a t 
self-help tapes that boast of 
su b lim in a l m essag es do

not work, although they m ight have a pla- 
cebo effect. People who think they are be- 
ing taught subliminally to lose weight or 
concentrate may, in fact, lose weight or con- 
centrate better, he said.
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Oddball Scholarships Search For Students 
to fit Their  M old
By Colleen DeBaise 
CPS

LEWISBURG, Pa.— A ll four years at 
a Pennsylvania high school, Jenni- 
 fer Parisella ran varsity track and 

cross country, and urged her teams on as a 
cheerleader. Now she's trading in her run- 
ning sneakers and pompons for free tu- 
ition at Bucknell University.

Parisella, a 17-year-old freshman, won 
an unusual Bucknell scholarship for Mt. 
Carmel (Pa.) High School graduates who 
promise not to smoke, drink or "engage 
in strenuous athletic contests."

W ithout the rather unusual award, 
Parisella couldn't afford the $26,000 yearly 
price tag at Bucknell, her first choice for 
college."It was tough coming here [but] 
they offered m e an unbelievable deal," 
she said, adding that even her books are 
covered. "I'm  not paying anything to go 
here."

Every year, hundreds of oddball en- 
dowments like the Bucknell scholarship 
are offered to college students who might 
not fit the traditional mold of highschool 
valedictorian of superstar athlete.

The scholarships m ay be wacky and 
weird, but they'll put cold, hard cash in 
your pocket... if you're the right candidate.

A t North Carolina State University, 
students can win $8,000 each year if their 
last name is Gatlin or Gatling. W hirly Girls 
Scholarships worth $2,000 are awarded to 
women pursuing careers as helicopter pi- 
lots.

T h ere 's co lleg e sch o larsh ip s for 
dwarfs, fat people, veteran golf caddies, 
left-handed freshman and even children 
of parents who host Tupperware home 
parties. The David Letterman scholarship 
at Ball State University is for a telecommu- 
nications major with an "average yet cre- 
ative" mind.

For a short while, there was even a 
scholarship for a "lady of the night. "The 
award stemmed from a judge's efforts to 
clear Seattle's streets by giving prostitutes 
a cash incentive to trade night w ork for 
college courses. The scholarship bombed, 
m ost likely because women had to be con- 
victed and acknowledge it in their appli- 
cations.

Another award ran into trouble be- 
cause of its unsightly name. For a while, 
the International Boar Semen Scholarship 
offered $500 to Future Farmers of America 
who planned to study swine management 

"There was a lot of protest over that 
one," said Joe Gargiulo, public relations 
director at National Research Scholarship 
Service, which compiles an annual "Top 
10" list of strange awards. "But they just 
changed the nam e."

In some cases, what is perceived as 
an "unusual" scholarship is sim ply an 
award created by a university alumnus 
desiring to help a student very much like 
him  or herself, according to Gargiulo.

"Good students, and medical, dental, 
law  and psychology [students] are all 
pretty-well- covered," he said. "Then, all 
of a sudden, take a person like m e."

Gargiulo, a first-generation American, 
grew up with an Italian father and a Mexi- 
can mother and often drew fire from teach- 
ers because he couldn't read or write En- 
glish w ell."If I were to give a scholarship," 
he said, "I'd  be interested in another per- 
son who had problems with the language.

You would say 'that's unusual.' N ot to m e 
it isn 't."

That's the case at Bucknell, where the 
scholarship for teetotaling, non-athletic 
types was donated by a frugal bachelor 
named Joseph Deppen who lived with his 
sister, an  unm arried  w om an nam ed 
Gertrude. Both were Bucknell alums who 
weren't on any sports teams.

Upon his death in 1963, Deppen left 
$1 m illion to the university for students 
who are not "habitual users" of alcohol, 
tobacco or narcotics and who "shall not 
participate in strenuous athletic contests."

The university considers "strenuous 
athletic contests" to be varsity sports, said 
Kathie Dibell, associate director of public 
relations at Bucknell.

"If a student wants to play a week- 
end game of golf or tennis, or go bowling, 
he or she can still be a Deppen scholar," 
she said.

A t Juniata College, the Beckley award 
is given to a student who is needy, aca- 
dem ically eligible and left-handed. Ac- 
cording to the college, the fund was started 
by Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Beckley, two 
southpaws who fell inlove after they were 
paired together on Juniata's tennis team.

"A s a member of Left-handers Inter- 
national once noted, "The only American 
in stitu tion  that currently  favors left- 
handers is the highw ay toll booth," the 
college said in a statem ent. "W ith the 
Beckley award, however, this overlooked 
minority will find at least one educational 
institution behind them ."

Unusual gifts, in fact, are nothing new 
to Juniata. The late W ill Judy, publisher of 
Chicago's "D og W orld" m agazine, do- 
nated funds for a room  in Juniata's Lesher 
Hall in honor of his "titian-tressed" wife. 
The dorm room s still reserved for red- 
headed students only.

At North Carolina State University, a 
full scholarship awaits students whose last 
names at birth are Gatlin or Gatling. Not 
surprisingly, the fund was created by en- 
gineer nam ed John  G atling, w ho be- 
queathed the money in  the 1960s "to raise 
the level of the nam e," said Pat Lee, direc- 
tor of m erit awards and special scholar- 
ships at the university

Currently, about 14 students at North 
Carolina State are Gatling scholars.

As long as the student remains aca- 
demically eligible, he or she can expect the 
scholarship to be renewed each year, Lee 
said.

Each year, as availability allows, the 
$8,000 scholarships are dolled out to 
upperclass Gatlings, then to freshm an 
Gatlings, Lee explained. But there's not 
much bending of the rules, she said.

"If a woman was bom  a Sullivan but 
married a Gatling, that w on't her help her 
out," she said.

The opposite is true at Harvard Uni- 
versity and Radcliffe College, where need- 
based scholarships are earmarked for stu- 
dents whose last nam es are Anderson, 
Baxendale, Borden, Bright and Murphy

Alumni also have donated funds for 
students "from  every state in the union and 
just about every country," said Kathryn 
Vidra, in Harvard/Radcliffe's financial aid 
office

But for the m ost part, the scholarships 
are unrestricted, which means if no needy 
Baxendale has applied, then "w e have the 
okay from the donors to spend the money

on other qualified students," Vidra said.
She stresses that students m ust apply 

for admission and qualify for financial aid 
before the university even begins to match 
them up with donated funds.

Sometimes, the office gets calls from 
students who say "'m y name is Murphy 
and I heard I can go to Harvard for free,'" 
says Vidra. "T h a t's  really n ot how  it 
w orks."

Although they attract much attention, 
oddball endowments are the exception, 
not the rule.

"W e have 250,000 listin g s," said  
Gargiulo, of the National Research Schol- 
arship Service. "This only represents one 
percent."

Although, today's college students 
m ight want to consider such endowments 
if they 're ever in  a position to donate 
money, he said.

"The unusual ones get attention and 
they're unique," he said. "You can also 
honor the reason why you're giving it. 
Then you can kind of feel a part of it."

To find out more about unusual schol- 
arships, he suggests:

• Go to your library's reference sec- 
tion to find books with scholarship

listings.
• Ask your financial aid officer if they 

have a list of awards and
scholarships.
• Purchase a scholarship book at your 

local bookstore and go through it
• Use a reputable scholarship search 

service and list your unique qualities.
Although, experts advise buyer-be- 

ware. Be cautious of giving your social se- 
curity number out, and paying an up-front 
fee. Also, check into

Internet-based  services, som e o f 
which do not charge a fee.

Weird Scholarships 
Top 10 List
By College Press Exchange

The National Research Scholarship 
Service compiles an annual "Top 
10" list of strange awards offered 

to  co lleg e  stu d en ts. H ere 's a  few  
odd ball endowments that have m ade the 
lis t

•T he Women's Western Golf Foun- 
dation has $2,000 ayear awaiting female 
highschool seniors who are U.S. Citizens 
an d  w ho h av e h ig h  acad em ic 
standing financial need and an involve- 
m ent w ith golf. Skill is not a criterion.

• A  Fragrance Research Fund grant 
o f up to  $50,000 is available to clinical 
psychologists doing post-graduate re-  
search in  aroma-chology

*A rts M anagem ent Ltd . offers 
$12,000 to any Australian woman painter 
w hose portrait is judged best. Recipients 
can u se the P ortia G each M em orial 
Award for anything they w ant

• T h e In tern atio n al U n ion  fo r 
Vacuum  Science's W elch Foundation 
Research Scholarship offers up to $12,300 
fo r post-graduate students doing re- 
search in  vacuum  science.

• Am erican high school seniors in 
the top 25 percent of their class w ho have 
been golf caddies for the past tw o or more 
years can apply for an  Evans Scholarship 
Program though the Western Golf A sso- 
ciation. The award pays full tuition and 
housing.

• For graduate students interested 
in  doing research on crossbows, shille- 
laghs, m uskets and other antique weap- 
ons, the American Society o f Arm s Col
lectors offers the $5,000 Antique Weap- 
ons Research Fellow ship. A pplicants 
m ust be willing to write a scholarly re- 
p ort that w ould be published in  the 
society's bulletin.

• Students w hose last nam es are 
Anderson, Baxendale, Borden, Bright or 
M u rp h y m ay q u alify  fo r H arvard  
Radcliffe Scholarships.

♦ For wom en flyers who prefer heli- 
copters, International Women Helicopter 
Pilots/W hirly Girls Scholarships grant 
$4,000 to encourage careers in vertical 
flight.

• T h e M ycolog ical So cie ty  o f 
America offers $l,000 to Ph.D. candidates 
at U.S. or Canadian universities who are 
interested in the study of fungus.

• For a left-handed freshm an en- 
rolled at Juniata College and w ho needs 
the m oney Beckley Scholarship Founda- 
tion offers $700.

• For graduates of M t Carm el High 
School w ho don't drink, sm oke, play 
rough sports or live anywhere but M t. 
Carm el, Pa., the G .J. D eppen &  Voris 
Auten Teetotaling Non- Athletic Schol- 
arship Fund offers scholarships for all 
areas o f study at Bucknell University.

• High school seniors and under- 
graduates w ith the surname o f Gatlin or 
Gatling might w ant to take a shot at the 
John Gatling Scholarship Program which 
offers fu ll scholarships up to  $8,000 at 
North Carolina State University.

• For students whose ancestors put 
their John Hancocks on the Declaration 
o f Independence, Descendants o f the 
Signers o f The Declaration of Indepen- 
dence Scholarship/Grant Program offers 
grants o f $800 to $1,000 for all areas o f 
study.

• The David Letterman Telecornmu- 
nications Scholarship P rogram could pay 
your w ay to graduation at Ball State Uni- 
versity E  you are a junior telecommuni- 
cations m ajor with an "average yet cre- 
ative" mind.

• Tupperware Home Parties schol
arships are available for undergraduate 
study to Tupperware dealers, managers 
and their offspring.

• A re you a little out of shape? The 
New England Chapter of the National 
Association of Advance Fat Acceptance 
offers $500 to high school seniors who 
will be going to college and who are fa t

• Valparaiso University in Indiana 
offers scholarships to sets of twins who 
w illbe attending the university. One twin 
gets a free ride through school with full 
tuition paid.

• The Billy Barfie Foundation offers 
$2,000 scholarships for people of short 
stature, w ife no lim it to what you can 
study.
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M ovie Review s
Chris and Ryans take on whats 
playing now in Juneau

The Island of Dr. M oreau is based 
on an H.G. Wells book. It's  the 
story of D ouglas, a shipw reck 

survivor, who is brought to the island 
of Dr. M oreau  (M arlon  Brand o) by  
M ontgom ery (Val Kilmer), the doctor's 
drug-addicted neurological assistant. 
On the island he is soon exposed to the 
bizarre genetic hybrids that are the re- 
sult of D oc M oreau 's pursuit of a per- 
fect hum an.
Ryan: The only tim e I've ever liked
M arlon Brando is w hen he w as m en- 
tio n e d  in  th e  N e il  Y o u n g  so n g  
"Pocahontas." The part of Dr. M oreau 
could have ju st as easily been played 
by M arlon Wayans.
Chris: I d o n 't kn ow  w h at R yan is 
talking about. Brando did a fine job  
w ith the lim ited role he had. I guess I 
sort of agree ju st in  that I suppose any- 
one could have played the part.
Ryan: A ll I 'm  saying is that the role
w ould have been  better played by a 
young actor w ith at least som e future. 
Instead of by  an aging cultural icon 
w ho is m ore notable for his im m ense 
girth and derogatory rem arks about 
Jew s than for his acting.
C hris: That's pretty m uch the stupid- 
est th ing I 'v e  ever heard . B ash in g  
Bran d o 's ju st p lain  w rong(offensive 
com m ents asid e), and I d o n 't even 
know w ho the hell M arlon W ayans is. 
Ryan: I'm  not going to com m ent on
Chris's unfounded defense of a dying 
star or h is ig n o ran ce of one o f the 
younger m em bers of A m erica's p re- 
m ier com edic family. Instead I have a 
question to ask, W hy did Val K ilm er 
w ant this role? A ll he is doing is re
hashing his Jim  M orrison im pression, 
and I for one got m ore than enough of 
that from  the Doors.

Chris: I 'm  forced to agree w ith m y 
opinionated colleague in that anyone 
involved w ith this m ovie w asted their 
tim e, and especially  anyone w ith  as 
good a nam e as K ilm er or Brando. I 
think the characters in  the film  were 
ju st so lousy that their w asn 't m uch for 
an accom plished actor to add.
Ryan: The end of this m ovie saves it,
m a k in g  it  so m e th in g  m o re th an  a 
m iddle of the road sci-fi m ovie. As to 
exactly w hat it becom es I d on 't know, 
but at least it is interesting enough to 
keep m e w ondering. Rem em ber the 
purpose of art is not to answ er bu t to 
raise questions (thank you D on Cecil). 
Chris: The end w as pretty dam n b i- 
zarre. I think they did an adequate job  
of balancing the philosophical points 
raised in  H.G. W ell's book w ith a fair 
am ount of action. It w asn 't great, but 
did entertain and even left thinking 
about a few things. I suppose I'd  rec- 
om m end it, but not to everyone, and 
m y advice overall is to w ait for the 
video. It 's  definitely  not w orth  the 
$7.50. 

Entertainment
Comedy:
"You can pretend to be serious, but 
you can 't pretend to be w itty," Oscar 
W ilde once said . C om edian Steve 
Landesberg is not pretending. The 
w ord on the street is that h e 's bust-a- 
gut funny, and h e 's headlining this 
w eekend's O ktoberfest celebration. 
Landesberg w ill be doing his stand- 
u p  b it in  the JD H S A uditorium , O c- 
tober 12, at 7  p.m , A dvance tickets 
(available from  the U A S Cashier, the 
Juneau C ham ber o f Com m erce, and 
H earthside Books) are $15 for adults 
and $10 for students w /ID. Tickets
at the door will be $18.

Drama:
Perseverance Theatre's production of 
A rth u r M ille r 's  "D ea th  o f a  Sales- 
m an ," directed b y  M olly  Sm ith, w ill 
ru n  th ro u g h  O c to b e r  13 o n  
Perseverance's m ainstage, 914 Third 
St. in  Douglas. Tickets ($15-$20 for 
adults and $13-$18 for students) are 
available at B ig  C ity  Books dow n- 
tow n and H earthside Books in  the 
N ugget M all. (See review  this page).

Film:
Jo h n  S ch le sin g e r 's  "C o ld  C om fort 
F a rm " is based  on B ritish  n o v e lis t , 
S te lla  G ib b o n s ' W odehouse-esque 
novel of the sam e nam e. The film  fol- 
low s urbane orphan-girl F lora (Kate 
Beckinsale) as she m oves in with hor- 
rid agrarian relatives at their epony- 
m ous Sussex hom estead. "Farm " has 
draw n w arm  review s as an "exquis- 
itely droll, tongue-in-cheek fairy tale" 
(N ational R eview ) and a "w ithering 
satire o f rural inan ity" (New Yorker). 
Presented b y  the Juneau A rts & H u- 
m anities Council, 7 p .m ., JD H S A u- 
ditorium . Tickets are $6 for adults, 
$3 for students and seniors, and are 
available at the door.

Museums:
A n opening reception for the Alaska 
A rtist Solo Exhibition series w ill be 
held  on  O ctober 11 from  4:30 to 6:00 
p.m. at the A laska State M useum , 395 
W hittier Street. Serving  as co-pre- 
senters w ill be the first two artists fea- 
tured in the exhibition, Scott Cham - 
bers and Jane M ayhook. C ham ber's 
slide, still photograph, and video in- 
stallation "T h e N ew  Fam ily Portrait" 
w ill be on display from  O ctober 11 
th ro u g h  N o v e m b e r  2 3 , a s  w ill  
M ayhook's collection of pigm ent and 
acrylic paintings, "Shad ow  Boxing." 
Adm ission to the State M useum  is $3.

An opening reception for the exhibi- 
tion "O u r W eakening Web: The Story 
of Extinction" w ill be  held  on O cto- 
ber 19 from  1:00 to 3:00 p.m . at the 
Alaska State M useum , 395 W hittier 
Street. The exhibit, organized by the

C incinnati M useum  of N atural H is- 
tory, em ploys a range of displays and 
interactive m edia to address the issue 
of extinction. It  runs from  October 19 
through January 4. A dm ission to the 
State M useum  is. $3.

M u s ic :
It's  not a Bavarian A lp, exactly, b u t M t. 
Roberts w ill have to do. A s p art of 
O ktoberfest, the Juneau Cham ber of 
Com m erce announces M ozart at the 
M ountain, O ctober 13, 2  p .m ., a t the 
Tram  Station. Refreshm ents w ill be  
served. Tickets are $10, available from  
the U A S Cashier, the Juneau Cham ber 
of Com m erce, and H earthside Books, 
T ram  r id e s  w ill b e  an  a d d it io n a l 
charge.

Other:
Beer, oom -pah m usic, and Bavarian  
dancing w ill be am ong the bacchana- 
lia n  in d u lg e n c e s  a t th is  F r id a y 's  
O ktoberfest Celebration, O ctober 11,9  
p.m ., in  the N ugget M all. Tickets are 
$15, or $25 per couple, and are avail- 
able from  the U A S Cashier, the Juneau 
C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m erce , an d  
H earthside Books. M ust be 21 or older 
to attend.
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Perseverance Opens Season W ith 
Bang-up Production of "Salesman"
By Aaron Spitzer 
Whalesong Reporter

I n the current Perseverance Theatre 
 production  of "D eath  of a Sales 

m an," the suicide car of tragic hero 
Willy Lom an does not appear on stage. 
If it d id , its m u d flap s w ould  read 
"N orth  to the Future."

Years ago dow n South, when I first 
saw A rthur M iller's  Pulitzer-winning 
"Salesm an" perform ed, I didn't notice 
the references to Alaska. But, in the 
front row of the intim ate Douglas play- 
house on opening w eekend, there they 
were: "O pportunity is trem endous in 
A la s k a ,"  say s U n cle  B en  to W illy  
L o m an . A n d  at a d iffe re n t tim e: 
"Screw  on your fists and you can fight 
for a fortune up th ere ." A nd W illy 
Lom an him self lam ents, " If  I'd  g o n e . .  
. to A la sk a  th a t tim e , e v e ry th in g  
w ould've been totally different.

W hen these lines were read, the 
au d ien ce arou nd  m e lau g h ed  n er- 
vously. I im agined  them  thinking, 
"N o, Willy, it w ouldn't have been dif- 
ferent. It hasn 't been ." And such is 
the irony and increased  tragedy in 
w atching "D eath  of a Salesm an" in 
Alaska. M iller's m ost fam ous play has 
been called an "ep i- 
taph for the A m eri- 
can  d re a m ,"  an d  
while W illy sees the 
N orth as the prom - 
ised land, it is such 
dreams w hich sw ell 
the Glory Hole each 
su m m er. T h e 
dream is dead here, 
too, or m aybe never 
lived . For w h ich - 
ever reason, "D eath  
of a Salesm an" is as 
poignant in Juneau 
as in  N ew  Je rsey , 
where play is set.

The idea behind 
"D eath  of a S a les- 
m an" is simple. It is 
the story of the fall 
o f W illy  L o m a n .
W illy is a travelling 
s e lle r  w h o  h as 
b o u g h t in to  th e

great Am erican m yth; bought it so to- 
tally that he doesn't realize that it, like 
his Chevrolet and his blastings Refrig- 
erator, is defective. Down deep, he 
fears that the defect is in him self. He 
know s that he's not what Am erica de- 
m ands that he be: wealthy and "w ell- 
liked ." Throughout his life, though, 
W illy has taken elaborate m easures to 
convince him self and his fam ily other- 
wise. W hen his son Biff comes hom e 
from  the West, determined to tell W illy 
the truth about both of them, the old 
salesm an 's fabrication begins to fall 
apart. A nd W illy Lom an falls apart 
w ith it.

Go see "D eath  of a Salesm an. " ' I t  
is a deserved classic of the A m erican 
stage, and director M olly Sm ith and 
her cast have done it justice. Persever- 
an ce v e te ra n  P a tr ick  M o o re , as a 
p au n ch y  and m ustachioed  Lom an, 
successfully captures the alternating 
grandiosity  and self-loathing of the 
salesm an as his failing fortunes drive 
him  to m adness. Staggering and sour 
one m om ent and exuberant the next, 
M oore w eaves Lom an's gritty reality 
with the sunny surrealism of his glori- 
fied rem em brances. His perform ance 
is w renching and memorable.

O pposite M oore is K atie 
Jensen, w ho, as W illy's husky- 
voiced and world-weary w ife 
Linda, displays both suffering 
and quiet strength in the m idst 
of the wreckage of her family. 
Jen sen  execu tes som e of the 
p lay 's m ost melodramatic lines 
w ith  a p oig n an cy  that I fe lt  
along m y spine.

E x c e lle n t , too , is  R an d  
Bigelow, whose unaffected por- 
tray al of gee-w hiz n e 'e r-d o - 
w ell Biff is so smooth that it al- 
m ost doesn't look like acting. 
Unfortunately his stage brother 
T erry  K elly , as the p la y b o y  
Happy, is m ore stilted, and has 
a d is tra c tin g  sn e er an d  a 
e m p h y se m ic  rasp  th a t I 'm  
afraid is a Hoboken accent gone 
wrong.

M akin g up for 
the shortcom ings of 
K elly and a few  of 
the o th e r  a c to rs , 
though, are superb 
p e rfo rm a n c e s  by  
tw o lesser charac- 
ters. Joan Cahill, in 
her alleged stage de- 
bu t (I'm  skeptical), 
portrays W illy's gin- 

soaked temptress, The Woman. In the 
past, I have felt this character to be a 
m istake on M iller's part—  as if Willy 
needed an affair to precipitate his trag- 
edy; as if his insupportable dream s 
w eren't seductive enough. But never 
m ind. Cahill's W oman is im possible 
to dislike. She's a show-stopper, radi- 
ating danger and a haunting sensual- 
ity.

E q u a lly  s tro n g  is C h a rles  
C aldw ell, w ho p erform s as W illy 's 
w ise, affable neighbor, occasional en- 
emy, and "only friend," Charley. Even 
in short pants, Charley is twice the m an 
as W illy Lom an, and his pity and ex- 
asperation concerning the salesman are 
palpable. Caldw ell is a natural in the 
role—  and his East Coast accent rings 
true. M uch to h is credit, C aldw ell 
handles the purple prose of M iller's  
closing m onologue with grace.

U n d er M o lly  S m ith 's  g u id in g  
hand, Perseverance's production of 
"D eath of a Salesm an" adheres almost 
religiously to M iller's script. The lan- 
guage is the real deal: the groping pop 
argot of the mid-century working class. 
The costumes and stage-props, too, are 
of the period. And while one might 
com plain that these old-fashioned ele- 
m ents set the play too squarely in by- 
gone days, on the evening I attended, 
M iller's themes—  enlivened so pow- 
erfully by the Perseverance cast—  were 
in no danger of being restrained by 
tim e-fram es.

One part of M iller's script was al- 
tered, though. W here M iller opens 
"D eath  of a Sa lesm an " w ith  W illy 
trudging into the house, defeated, the 
Perseverance show prefaces this action 
w ith a sw eep of headlights and the 
growl of a parking car. A  sm all touch, 
perhaps, but it beautifully bookends 
the play. It sets the stage, literally, for 
the dram a's tragic finale: the roar of a 
su icid ally  accelerating Chevy. The 
Chevy has a bumper-sticker, I imagine, 
w hich reads "A laska or B u st." For 
W illy Lom an, there's no choice any- 
more. And he busts.

Photo by Arthur Rotch
Tim Kelley plays Ben (left), Patrick Moore as Willy (middle), and Katie Jensen as

 Linda (right) in Perseverance Theatre's production
of Death of a Salesman.

Photo bv Arthur Rotch
Death of a Salesman start Tim Kelly (left) as Ben and Patrick Moore 
(right) as Willy. The play runs until October 13th.
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The G reat B o o k  
D ebate:
One Man
Returns To 
TheFrontiines

By Jill Kirk CPS

T h irty  years a fter en terin g  Co 
lu m b ia  U n iv e rs ity , D a v id  
D enby decided to take the sam e 

classes he took as a freshm an.
But w hat insp ired a 48-year-old  

m an , w ith  a w ife , tw o k id s and a 
crazed career schedule to return to his 
alm a m ater to retake the courses in  
W estern classics he first took in  1961?

In short, A ristotle, Shakespeare, 
Virgil and Rousseau.

A fter spending several years ob- 
serving from  the sidelines the culture 
debates on college cam puses, Denby, 
a p ro m in en t N ew  York film  critic , 
w anted to see for him self how  relevant 
are th e  W e ste rn  c la s s ic s  in  th e  
m ulticultural U nited States.

For the past decade, a debate has 
been raging on m any cam puses: W hat 
role should the W estern classics play 
in  the ed u catin g  to d a y 's  stu d en ts? 
Should groups form erly w ithout m uch 
pow er— w om en, as w ell as m in ori-

ties— be asked to read through a cur- 
riculum  dom inated by w orks o f Dead 
W hite European M ales?

D enby decid ed  the best w ay to 
sort out these questions was to go to 
the fro n t lin es, the classro o m , and 
read. "W h at was the actual experience 
of read ing such books?" D enby said. 
"W h at did one get out them ? W hat 
pleasure, w hat anger, what excitem ent 
and anguish? M ost of all, w hat was in 
them? H ow could they cause such rage 
in w om en, African-A m ericans, radical 
a c a d e m ic s , an d  su ch  c o m p la c e n t 
triu m p h alism  in  con serv ativ e m ale 
p o litic ian s?  W h at w ere w e ta lk in g  
about here?"

D enby spent a year at Colum bia, 
retaking Literature H um anities and 
C ontem porary Civilizations. T he re- 
sult is his new  book, "G reat Books, M y 
A dventures W ith Hom er, Rousseau, 
W oolf, and O ther Indestructible W rit- 
ers of the W estern W orld."

T hough D enby said  he cam e to 
enjoy his tw o sem esters im m ersed in 
intensive reading, at first he found it a 
difficult adjustm ent. In his everyday 
co u rse  o f re a d in g  to  b e  in fo rm ed , 
rather than be educated, D enby real- 
ized he w as losing his ability to really 
read. H e had  lost the sk ill as w ell as 
the interest to savor the w ritten word, 
to relish the com panionship betw een 
reader and book. In  addition, the furi- 
ous flow  and instantaneous access of 

Continued on page 12...

Pizza for breakfast?
It's better than nothing, says 
nutritionist

By Colleen DeBaise 
CPS

CHICAGO— Kim  Delaney never 
skips breakfast.

" If  I don't eat breakfast, I'm  just 
done for," explains Delaney, a sophomore 
at North Park College.

Usually she eats a bowl of cereal in 
her dorm room, even when " I  only have 
two seconds to eat," she says. "Otherwise 
I get to o . . .  starving, and then I can't con- 
centrate."

On the rare occasion when she stops 
into the dining hall, she stears clear of 
grease, Delaney says. " I  don't like to eat 
fatty, greasy stuff in the m orning," she 
adds. "I definitely wouldn't go for a greasy 
hashbrown."

But not everyone is as viligant about 
eating breakfast as D elaney is. M any 
Americans skip breakfast altogether or 
grab leftover pizza, cookies or soft drinks 
as they race out the door in the morning, a 
new survey says.

In a one-month period, 36 percent of 
Americans ate leftover pizza for breakfast; 
8 percent ate cookies; and 29 percent 
started their day with soft drinks, accord- 
ing to a nationwide telephone survey con- 
ducted by General Mills.

A t the same time, 59 percent of the 503 
adults surveyed said breakfast was not 
their most nutritious meal. Lack of time 
was the main reason people gave for skip- 
ping breakfast or grabbing leftovers.

Yet despite what Americans say they 
eat— or don't eat— at breakfast time, 99 
percent of of those surveyed said they be- 
lieve nutrition should play a key role in 
their morning meal.

"The [survey] revealed that breakfast 
foods for today's lifestyles need to not only 
be fast and convenient—to meet hurried 
lifestyles— but must also be nutritious, 
healthy and taste good," says Rich Pond, 
marketing manager at General Mills.

For those on the fly, General Mills sug- 
gests making time for breakfast by setting 
the alarm clock five minutes earlier and 
by getting clothes and other things ready 
the night before.

M any college students, however, 
complain that their busy workloads don't 
allow time to eat. For University of Iowa

freshman Sharon M onaghan, a hectic 
morning schedule prevents her from eat- 
ing a good breakfast in the dining hall.

Her morning starts with a scramble 
to make a 7:30 a.m. class, followed by an 
8:30 a.m. class and a 9:30 a.m. class.

"And by then, breakfast is over," she 
complains.

But nutritionists advise: fit you rm om - 
ing meal in when you can.

"Breakfast does not have to be right 
when you get up," says Michele Lawford, 
chief consultant dietitian for Michigan Nu- 
trition Consultants. "It can be anytime be- 
tween when you get up and your noon 
meal."

For students who are too rushed in 
the morning, or too physically nauseated 
to eat as soon as they get up, she recom- 
mends that they sit down at 10 a.m. or so 
and have a bagel.

"Skipping breakfast is actually consid- 
ered a 'fat' habit," she says. "People who 
skip breakfast tend to eat more at the end 
of die day. They justify it by saying, 'Oh, I 
didn't eat breakfast.'"

In fact, it's better for students to eat 
leftovers like pizza—which has all the food 
groups—  rather than skip breakfast, she 
says. "Pizza actually is a great choice for 
breakfast," she adds. "Have a piece of fruit 
with it."

A  person also doesn't have to give up 
traditional eggs and bacon altogether. 
"Anything is fair game for breakfast," 
Lawford says.

But some breakfast foods are more nu- 
tritious than others. A  student must choose 
wisely when eating in a dining hall with a 
wide array of breakfast options. Generally, 
"stay away from breakfast m eats," she 
warns.

Instead, choose less fatty foods, such 
as oatmeal, yogurt, whole-wheat toast or 
a bagel topped with peanut butter, she 
suggests.

Eggs are a good option two or three 
times a week, and so is cereal with low-fat 
or skim milk. Although, "granolas can be 
sources of hidden fat," she warns.

For students who just want to keep 
something in their dorm room, she recom- 
mends low- fat boxed granola bars and 
bagels.

Also, "peanut butter keeps very well 
in the dorm room," she adds.

Student Shuttle
Continued from page 5...

winter. I 'v e  talked  to  students and 
professors who have to o ."  Paul ex -  
pressed even m ore concern regarding 
the issue of getting from  cam pus to the 
residence h a lls  after dark. "So m e 
things have happened recently in  Ju- 
neau that didn't use to happen," said 
Paul, citing a well-publicized sexual 
assault not far from  campus last y e a r .

The student response a t the Com - 
m unity Council m eeting w as strong 
enough to convince Gifford o f  the need 
fo r a sh u ttle  th is sem ester. W hile 
Gifford stated that "w e're not going to 
have an hourly shuttle like w e did last 
year," he expressed certainty that a lim- 
ited day-time service would be estab- 
lished between student housing, cam - 
pus, and the Anderson Building, hope- 
fully by early N ovem ber.

W h en  a sk ed  w h e th e r  U A S 
planned to institute a night-tim e ser- 
vice or an expanded w inter service as 
well, Gifford replied "w e're  going to 
have to work up to  it ,"  Gifford said, he 
personally believes that a night shuttle 
is m ore im portant than a m eal-tim e 
shuttle , b u t stated that after-hours 
staffin g  con sid eration s, as w ell as 
funding limitations, are complicating 
the prospects for a night service.

Indeed, the specifics of the fund- 
ing of the proposed student shuttle are 
still sketchy. A ccording to Bob Green, 
the cost of last year's shuttle was to be 
shared equally b y  Physical. Plant and 
Housing, though Physical Plant pro- 
vided all the initial funding, Concern- 
ing this year's proposed shuttle, said 
Green, " if  the van only serves the hous- 
ing population, m y personal view  is 
that Housing should cover the cost of 
it."

" I  don 't like that," said Gifford, in 
response to  the suggestion that H ous-
ing alone, sh o u ld  fu nd  the shuttle.
Gifford explained that off-campus stu- 
dents w ould likely use the service as 
well, especially to get from  campus to 
the Anderson Building. If the shuttle's 
expenses came solely out of the H ous- 
ing budget, those students w ould lit- 
erally be getting a free ride.

Shaw n Paul, too, disagreed with 
Green on the funding issue. In Paul's 
view, because the Physical Plant is i n . 
charge of student safety and security, 
the funding for a shuttle should logi- 
cally com e out of the Physical P lant 
budget.

R eg ard less o f w ho co v ers the 
shuttle's expenses, UAS officials are 
exp lorin g  cost-sav ing m easures to 
keep this year's shuttle costs to a m ini- 
m um . One proposal is that the U ni- 
versity switch to a smaller, more fuel- 
efficient van. A nother possibility is 
hiring several student workers as part- 
time drivers, instead of having a single, 
higher-paid staff driver like last year

Several theories have been  ad-  
vanced for why shuttle demand is ap- 
parently higher this term  than last. 
According to Bruce Gifford, the pro- 
portion of on-campus students with- 
out cars is larger this year, likely due 
to the increase in out-of-state students. 
Paul, noting that it is mainly w om en 
w ho have voiced concerns about night 
safety on campus, pointed out that the 
female population in student housing 
is particularly h igh  this year. A lso, 
noted Bob Green, student dem and for 
meal-time shuttles to and from the resi- 
dences m ay also increase w ith the 
opening of the M ourant Cafeteria.

Lack  of Sleep
Continued from page 5...

says Dr. Kathleen Sexton-Radek, chair of 
Elmhurst College's psychology depart- 
ment.

Women went to bed earlier during the 
week, but stayed up later on weekends 
than did men in the study. During the 
week, while about half of the m en and 
women in the sample went to bed by 11 
p.m., more than 20 percent of men reported 
staying up past midnight as compared to 
only 1 percent of the women.

But on weekends, the tables turn. 
About 40 percent of the men were in bed 
by midnight and 80 percent by 3 a.m. Only 
20 percent of the women students were in 
bed by 1 a.m., and 60 percent by 3 a.m. 
Women also were less likely than men to 
take a nap to make up the difference and 
more likely to be up on weekdays by 8 a.m. 
than are men.

Many women said they try to catch 
up on their sleep on weekends. Nearly 40 
percent of women reported not rising by 
10 a.m. on Saturdays and Sundays, while 
only 26 percent of men slept beyond 10 
a.m. on weekends.

"Napping and sleeping-in on week- 
ends is counter-productive," says Sexton- 
Radek "Napping behavior needs are com- 
plex. While the body craves sleep, the urge 
to sleep must be ignored to maintain a 
healthy, synchronized sleep cycle."

Sexton-Radek says one of the most 
important habits for a good sleep cycle is 
to go to bed and get up at about the same 
time each day.

"T h is w ill give you a consistent 
rhythm and will synchronize your biologi- 
cal clocks," she adds.

Almost all, 77 out of 82 students, re- 
ported needing alarm clocks to wake up. 
About 20 percent experienced insomnia at 
times, they said.
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The Great Book 
Debate
Continued from page 10...

new s and popular culture from  TV, 
m ovies, m usic and com puter screens 
w as not only num bing him  but ren- 
dering him  "inadequate," he said.

" I  no longer knew w hat I knew. I 
felt that w hat I had read or understood 
w as slip p ing  aw ay," D enby said. " I  
possessed inform ation w ithout knowl- 
edge, opinions w ithout principles, in- 
stincts w ithout beliefs."

D enby said he also w as hesitant 
to rejoin the ranks of 18 years olds, 
som ew hat put off by the h igh  level of 
stam ina found in younger students, 
p a r t ic u la r ly  w h en  fa ced  w ith  the 
daunting task of reading hundreds of 
pages every week. Pulling all-nighters 
w as som ething he and his peers now  
did w ith insom niac babies, not Hom er 
or Virgil. But this reality and his other 
experiences he view ed as assets, and 
D e n b y  sa id  h e  lo o k ed  fo rw ard  to 
bringing his ow n m aturity to books he 
had read 30 years ago.

A s an undergraduate at Colum bia 
U niversity in the m id-1960s, Literary 
H um anities or L it Hum, and Contem - 
p orary  C iv ilisa tio n , know n as C.C. 
were part o f D enby's required core- 
curriculum  and are still m andatory for

Colum bia undergraduates. The list of 
required reading has changed, though 
not enough to satisfy m any w ho be- 
lieve the "G reat Books" do not address 
the ethnicity of the student popula- 
tion. Jane A usten and Virginia W oolf 
have been added, but books such as 
"Paradise Lost" have been taken away.

The debate isn 't exclusive to Co- 
lum bia U niversity. A recent n ation - 
w ide survey by the H igher Research 
Institute at the U niversity of Califor- 
n ia at Los A ngeles found that only 28 
percent of the nearly 34,000 professors 
surveyed called the classic w orks of 
W estern  c iv iliz a tio n  "e s s e n tia l"  or 
"very  im portant" to the education of 
undergraduates.

Even at Colum bia, where the clas- 
sics are required reading am ong first- 
year students, the texts are not taught 
as canon. "W e teach them  in a differ- 
ent w ay than we did 15 years ago," 
said  C olum bia U niversity  professor 
J.W. Sm it. "N ow  w e bring out the in- 
consistencies, the silences."

But D enby is fully supportive of 
C o lu m b ia 's  cu rricu lu m , term in g  it 
"su p erb ."

"M en  and w om en educated in  the 
W estern tradition w ill have the best 
shot at the daunting task of reinvent- 
ing m orality and com m unity in a re- 
public now  badly tattered by fear and 
m istrust," he said. "These books . . . 
speak m ost pow erfully of w hat a hu-

m an being can b e ."
D enby's book describes his re-en- 

counter w ith  authors who have tran- 
scended tim e and civ ilizations. But 
w h at m a k es th ese  b o o k s "g r e a t"?  
D en b y  sa id  h e b e lie v e s  th a t g reat 
books correctly  describe hum an n a- 
ture, regardless of setting, and provide 
guidelines for living good lives.

These truths are interpreted differ- 
ently by  younger students, however, 
as they sim ply d on 't bring w ith them 
the know ledge of life experiences that 
older students do, said Denby. D enby 
recalled that fem ale students in one 
c la s s  w e re  " h o r r i f ie d "  th a t D id o  
w ould take her ow n life over a lost 
love.

Even as a sophisticated , p rofes- 
s io n a l N ew  Y o rk er, D e n b y  w as 
am azed w ith the skill professors used 
to enhance the d iv ersity  o f a c lass- 
room. Som e of the professors were not 
keen, how ever, on having D enby in 
class, fearing to be "u p staged " by a 
seasoned film  critic.

In  fa c t, one o f h is  in stru c to rs , 
Jam es Shapiro, adm its to telling his 
first-year students a w hite lie to keep 
D enby in  check. "T h at first day Mr. 
D enby declared to the class— a b it too 
pom pously for m y taste— who he w as 
and w hat w as doing there, before leav- 
ing a few  m inutes early. A fter he left I 
quietly told m y student that the real 
reason that he w as jo ining us was the 
he h ad  tak en  an in co m p lete  in  L it 
H um  30 years before and w as em bar- 
rassed to adm it it ,"  w rote Shapiro, a 
professor of English and com parative 
literature at Colum bia, in a recent is- 
sue of "T h e Chronicle of H igher Edu- 
cation."

Shapiro said it took a couple of 
m onths before his m ore im pression- 
able students discovered he w as kid- 
ding. But by then, D enby had fit in, he 
said. "F ar from  finding him  a bore or 
an  u n w elco m e g u est, the stu d en ts 
fou n d  h im  am u sin g , esp ecia lly  his 
u n re s tra in e d  an d  p a ss io n a te  o u t- 
b u rsts ," w rote Shapiro.

Is D enby happy that he took a year 
off to go back to school? Ecstatic, he 
said . H e is firm ly  convinced of the 
im p o rtan ce  o f G reat B oo ks, in  the 
classroom  as well as in the living room. 
U sin g  h is b o o k  as a g u id e lin e , he 
strongly encourages people to form  
book clubs to study the classics.

Already his book has been dubbed 
the best C liff N otes book of all time 
by  som e critics.

Yet D enby doesn't recom m end his

book as a substitute for reading "The 
In fern o " or "K in g  Lear." W hatever 
distractions life m ay offer— even if it 
m eans turning off the T.V. or shutting 
dow n the computer, do it, he sa id .

"W e can 't escape the Internet, or 
the m edia environm ent," he said. "B u t 
w e can keep in view  the lim itations of 
the electronic age, and the uses for 
w hich it w as intended." 

U A S  C l a s s i f i e d s

We have NO free food or MTV, but we 
do review papers! And we tutor in math- 
- all for FREE at the Learning Center. Call 
465-6348

FREE T-SHIRT 
+ $1000

Credit Card fundraisers 
for fraternities, sororities 
& groups. Any campus 
organization can raise 

up to $1000 by earning 
a whopping $5.00/ 
VISA application.

Call 1-800-932-0528 ext. 65. 
Qualified callers receive 

FREE T-SHIRT.

EMPLOYMENT
HELP WANTED

Men/Women earn $480 weekly assem - 
bling circuit boards/electronic compo- 
nents at home. Experience unnecessary, 
will train. Immediate openings in your 
local area. Call 1-520-680-7891 EXT. C200

TUTORING
We have NO free food or MTV, but we 
do review papers! And we tutor in math- 
- all for FREE at the Learning Center. Call 
465-6348

VOLUNTEER
The Whalesong is looking for volunteer 
writers, artists and photographers. If you 
want to showcase your talents, stop by 
the Whalesong office on the bottom of 
Novatney or call Annette at 465-6434.

UAS classifieds are free to students

Comics


