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Look for the next Whalesong on March 30, 2011
    Come on, do it.

University of Alaska Southeast’s

WH  LE SONG

we need to learn our language
we need to be speaking our language

before we lose it9th Annual 
Alaska Native 

Oratory 
Competition

page 5
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    16 UAS Media Club meeting, 11:30am @ Spike’s
  Wildlife Wednesdays, 7pm @ Egan 221
  Improv, 7pm @ the REC
  CRU Club Meeting, 8:30pm @ Chapel by the Lake

    17 St. Patrick’s Day - kiss an Irish man!
  The Green Cup Sale, sometime @ Spike’s & the Cafeteria
  Art of Place: Silver and Copper Signals, 10am @ Egan 221
  Intramurals Broom Ball, 7pm @ the REC
  Baptist Campus Ministries, 9pm @ Chapel by the Lake
  
    18 The Green Cup Sale, sometime @ Spike’s & the Cafeteria
  Woocheen, 2-3pm @ NRSC
  Student Goverment Meeting, 4:15pm @ Mourant Conference Room
  Sound+Motion: Historical Film Collection, 7pm @ Egan Lecture Hall
  UAS Christian Fellowship, 7:15pm @ Auke Bay Bible Church

    19 Native Oratory Contest, All Day @ Egan Classrooms 
  6th Annual Premed Summit, 9am @ Egan 115
  Baptist Campus Ministries Basketball, 7-9pm @ the REC

    20 UAS Radio, 6pm @ 100.7 KXLL

    21 Coffee & Treats with Student Government, 9am-noon @ Mourant 129
  Intramural Soccer, 7:15pm @ the REC

    22 Girl Scout Cookie Sale, 11am-2pm @ Cafeteria

    23 Mark Begich Visiting Campus, 10:30am @ Egan 112
  UAS Media Club Meeting, 11:30am @ Spike’s
  Improv, 7pm @ the REC
  CRU Club Meeting, 8:30 am @ Chapel by the Lake

    24 Art of Place: Potlach Bowls, House Posts & Totems, 10am @ Egan 221
  Climb at the Rock Dump, 5pm @ the REC
  Intramurals Broom Ball, 7pm @ the REC
  Baptist Campus Ministries, 9pm @ Chapel by the Lake

    25 Student Government Meeting, 4:15pm @ Mourant Conference Room
  Global Connections International Dinner, 6pm @ the Schiable House
  Sound+Motion, 7pm @ Egan Lecture Hall
  UAS Christian Fellowship, 7:15pm @ Auke Bay Bible Church

    26 UAS Day at Eaglecrest, All Day @ Eaglecrest
  Spring Formal, 9pm @ the Baranof Hotel

    27 UAS Radio, 6pm @ 100.7 KXLL

    28 Intramural Soccer, 7:15pm @ the REC
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W e ’ v e 
been on hiatus 
for a couple months, 
but now we’re back on a stand 
near you with new staff, ideas, 
and essentially a new paper. 
We’ve updated some of the 
columns, added some new fea-
tures, and held onto the pieces 
of the paper that we loved. 

It’s new(-ish); it’s im-
proved; it’s the Whalesong. 

Joining us for this venture 
is senior Tyler Preston. Musi-
cian extraordinaire, finishing 
up his four years at UAS with a 
Bachelor of Arts in English, he 
can be reached at tjpreston@

gmail.com. 
New to 

the journal-
ism scene is 
Daniel Stoops. 
A Juneauite, 
Daniel’s youth 
and local knowl-
edge are sure to ex-
plode on these pages 
in the coming weeks. His 
contact info: danielrstoops@
aol.com.

F i l l -
ing out the new 

Whalesong roster 
is UAS junior 
Taylor Murph: 
our ad man. 

His interest in marine 
biology makes him 
a natural fit for the 

world of ad sales. If 
you or someone you know 

wants to 
buy an ad, 

Taylor can be con-
tacted at: mr.murph@hot-

mail.com.
Our aim is to write about 

relevant events happening to 
and around UAS students in 
a smart, interesting way. If 
we don’t succeed, let us know 
(wha le song .ed i tor@gmai l .
com). If we do succeed, let 
us know (whalesong.editor@
gmail.com). And if you want 
to contribute to the new, 

forward-
thinking Whalesong 
– photos, articles, blurbs, dit-
ties, letters – send those our 
way too. You might even get a 
gift card out of the deal.

But here’s the bottom line 
UAS: we’re back, and we’re 
here to stay (at least until 
the end of the semester); and 
we’re your newspaper, so give 
us some feedback. 

But, most of all, read us.

Jessica Eller, Whalesong edi-
tor, can be reached at whale-
song.editor@gmail.com.

Welcome Back, 
Whalesong

Contact whalesong.editor@gmail.com to 
find out how your story, article, 

photo, etc. can get published in the 
next episode of the Whalesong.

Sure, patriotism is pretty cool, 
but writing for the Whalesong 
is even cooler.

EDITOR’S LETTER
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It’s five o’clock on a dark 
and rainy Sunday night in 
Juneau, Alaska. Most of the 
town is in for the evening, 
but a few stalwart souls have 
ventured out into the gloom 
to light up the airwaves and 
bring the News! Poetry! and 
Music! of UAS to the Juneau 
listening community. The ra-
dio whispers from the corner:

“Hello, and welcome to the 
UAS Radio Show…”

And the first portion of 
their broadcast is underway. 
Manning the board is DJ Kayo 
Nekomata, AKA Kate Laster, 
UAS sophomore, poet extraor-
dinaire, and a founding mem-
ber of the UAS Media Club. 

Along with Laster in the 
studio are Arielle Parker, the 
club’s president; Grace Lum-
ba, another founding member 
and club VP who has recently 
been taken on as an intern at 
the K3 studios; and the club’s 
two newest members, Ben 
Derting and Israa Kako. To-
gether, they compose the UAS 
Media Club, perhaps the most 
active club on campus.

“I’m interested in the way 
radio brings people together, 
like a bright fire that listeners 
gather around, as well as the 
ability to share our tunes and 
poems, the verbal energy of 
Juneau,” Laster said later dur-
ing an interview.

College radio is not a new 
concept for UAS. Back when 
KTOO was a single-station 
service, before acquiring the 
two new stations that became 
KRNN and KXLL in 2006, 
students were involved with 
operations at the radio station. 

But by 2010, interest had 
waned and it was clear that if 
UAS wanted to get students 
on the air, a new, more orga-
nized effort was needed.

Over the summer of 2010, 
talks began between a small 

faculty task force at the Uni-
versity, including Jennifer 
Vernon, UAS Asst. Professor 
of Communication, and Andy 
Kline, the programming direc-
tor of KXLL. 

Kline was very supportive 
of the idea and quickly of-
fered up two hours of airtime. 
Efforts were made by Vernon 
to recruit interested students, 
and as of early November, 
the newly formed UAS Media 
Club was up and running.

In order to prepare their 
weekly program the group 
holds weekly meetings at 
Spike’s Café, where they dis-
cuss past shows, current plans 
and upcoming events. The 
backbone of the show is po-
etry, UAS news and music. 

Lately, the show has been 
beginning with a short musi-

cal playlist to segue into the 
poetry section, where the 
group takes turns doing live 
readings. Says Laster:

“We take poetry requests, 
and have read many different 
poems, from a haiku about 

Jello, to a ballad by one Will 
Smith... We’re always looking 
for more poets to send in their 
poems for us to read and will 
read any piece sent to us - as 
long as it’s radio-acceptable, 
and it is disclosed who wrote 
it. We will then perform the 
piece in any accent requested!”

As one of the voices of UAS, 
the club makes it a point to 
promote local poetry events, 
such as the monthly Woosh 
Kinaadeiyí Poetry Slam at the 
Canvas or their own Words 
and Voices: Poets of UAS, 
which was recently featured as 
a part of UAS’s Sound+Motion 
lecture series.

After the poetry segment of 
the program, they move into 
All the Strange Hour, with 
“weird, wonderful, and absurd 
musical mixtapery!” arranged 

by DJ Kayo. She is the club’s 
primary musical DJ, in charge 
of laying out the playlist for 
All the Strange Hour, her 
musical portion of the club’s 
broadcast.

Finally, after the Strange 
Hour is concluded, the show 
transitions into its UAS news 
segment, often featuring a 
speaker from the Listening 
Project. 

The Listening Project is a 
program involving storytell-
ers of all ages organized by our 
very own librarian, Wendy Jo. 
You may have seen flyers ad-
vertising for storytellers and 
listeners around campus. 

The show also occasionally 
hosts other guests as well; past 
ones have included Na Haan 

and Christy NaMee Eriksen 
of the Woosh Kinaadeiyí Po-
etry Slam; as well as fellow 
students Andy Lounsbury and 
Ana Enge.

But the Media Club isn’t 
just about radio. As mentioned 

earlier, they recently held their 
first event at Egan Lecture 
Hall, Words and Voices: Po-
ets of UAS, which they were 
invited to do by UAS Pub-
lic Relations Director Katie 
Bausler. To make it happen, 
the club members gathered 
student, staff and faculty po-
ets from across the campus, ar-
ranged the program, and then 
brought them all together on 
the evening of February 25 to 
perform for the public. 

Judging by the audience re-
action, “the event was a stel-
lar success,” said Laster. “We 
hope to have many more like 
it. There is an energy to the 
people of Juneau who are hun-
gry for poetry - and we love 
it!”

As they look toward the 
future of UAS media produc-
tion, the club looks forward 
to continuing to bring their 
own spunky brand of radio to 
the Juneau airwaves, as well as 
expanding into other media 
formats as new members bring 
new interests and additional 
resources to the table for the 
group. 

As one of the newest and 
most active clubs on campus, 
they certainly have a lot of 
momentum built up behind 
them and with the recent ad-
dition of two new members, it 
appears that this year is only 
the beginning for a robust and 
resonating broadcast commu-
nity at UAS.

Tyler Preston can be reached 
at tjpreston@gmail.com.

The Voice of UAS: Media Club

Three of the club’s members: Kate Laster, Arielle Parker, and Grace Lumba

DJ Kayo Nekomata, 
AKA Kate Laster, at the mic
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For Joe Yates, a student at 
University of Alaska South-
east, the 2011 Alaska Native 
Oratory Contest is more than 
simply a speech competition. 
One of the reigning champs 

in two categories: dramatic 
declaration and oratory, Yates 
views the competition as a way 
to remember the past by look-
ing toward the future.

 “This is the 9th annual con-

test for Juneau, which started 
in Anchorage 10 years ago. It’s 
a modern way to bring tradi-
tion back,” said Yates. “I my-
self am Haida, and only four 
fluent speakers are left. It’s re-

ally important to keep the lan-
guage alive for this generation 
and the next.”

Last year, Yates won with a 
speech completely written and 
spoken in his native language, 
Haida.  This year, he will re-
cite a speech he wrote entirely 
in Haida.  

The competition will be 
held March 19th and will host 
four different categories: Ora-
tory, Dramatic Declamation, 
Storytelling and Native Lan-
guage. Students are allowed 
5-15 minutes for presenta-
tions, and any UA college stu-
dent with at least 3 credits or 
any high school student can 
enter the competition. 

Prizes include credit hours 
for school: 1st prize receives 
9 credit hours good for their 
school, 2nd gets 6 credits 
waved and 3rd receives 3 cred-
its. First place also gets to fly, 
all expenses paid, to Anchor-
age to compete in the state-
wide competition. Students 
don’t have to be of native de-
scent to enter the contest.

In years past the contest was 
organized by Kolene James, 
but this year a committee of 
students has taken on the task 
(James was out due to medical 
issues). Students involved in-
clude Yates, Erin Tripp, Nae 
Tumulak, Ricky Tagaban, and 
Konrad Frank. Naomi Leask 
and Jaque Tagaban are also 
helping put on the event. 

This year, Yates will be 
competing in the language 
category: “In the past couple 
months, two Haida elders 
[fluent speakers] passed away. 
When I’m already away from 
home and elders are passing 
away it’s really hard to learn, 

but that’s not a reason to give 
up. The Native Oratory Con-
test really is the reason why I 
keep going with language. Be-
fore the contest I didn’t know 
my name, ‘Waats’asdiyei; I 
didn’t know what house I 
came from; [and I didn’t know 
if] my mom, my grandmother, 
if they even had a name.” 

For the contest, Yates wrote 
a speech on alcoholism and 
suicide that involves part of 
his own history. In his speech, 
Yates’ goal is to put a positive 
spin on these often weighty 
subjects so that those affected 
by these issues don’t feel like 
they are alone and may see 
that there other ways to deal 
with their problems. 

Yates encourages all to sign 
up for the competition. En-
rollment is open until the day 
before the event. There is a 
registration form at the Na-
tive Rural Student Center on 
the first floor of the Mourant 
Building at UAS. You can also 
email Yates at joeyates11@ho-
tmail.com with any questions 
about the competition. 

There are already 20-25 
competitors signed up, so the 
competition should host a 
wealth of different perspec-
tives and personalities. 

The Native Oratory Con-
test, Yates said, gave him a rea-
son to learn the language. 

“My first year when I was 
trying to learn to everything. 
This contest gave me the pas-
sage to learn, and now I know 
who I am, where I come from, 
and where my people come 
from.”

Daniel Stoops can be reached 
at danielrstoops@aol.com.

9th Annual Alaska Native Oratory Society Competition Rules:

Oratory: A 5-15 minute speech that advocates ways of thinking, belief systems, 
or an attitude toward specific issues related to Alaska Native, American Indians, 
or indigenous cultures. The speaker may use limited notes or deliver it from 
memory. Oratory topics include, but are not limited to subsistence, sovereignty, 
urban/rural conflicts, bilingualism, religious freedom, education or traditional 
values. Speeches must make strong use of supporting materials such as elders’ 
teachings, cultural lore, and public record (magazines, newspapers, Internet, 
etc.). Sources should be clearly cited during the speech and included on notes 
or in a manuscript and must be made available to contest officials prior to the 
competition. 

Dramatic Declamation: A 5-15 minute interpretive reading or recitation of his-
toric Alaska Natives, American Indians, or indigenous cultural speech or persua-
sive document. Speakers are encouraged to give impressions of the document’s 
author through costume, movement and/or delivery. Cutting and presentation 
of the material should accurately convey the author’s intent. The original speech 
will be published, recorded or transcribed and the introductory remarks and dec-
lamation text itself must be made available to contest officials prior to the com-
petition. 

Storytelling: A 5-15 minute recitation of one or more Native American or In-
digenous cultural stories. The speaker may use limited notes, but special con-
sideration will be given to those who delivered memorized or extemporaneous 
speeches. The stories must be published, recorded, or transcribed with permis-
sion from the author, clan, elder, or tribe when appropriate, or photocopied 
from a book accompanied by the cover page. The stories should be preceded by 
introductory remarks meant to establish a theme, demonstrate understanding of 
the material, and state the author and title of the work. 

Native Language: There are two ways to enter a speech in Alaska Native Lan-
guages. (1) Students are invited to employ a Native Language in any of the pre-
ceding three events. In other words, you need not construct a separate speech 
employing a Native Language, you simply incorporate a Native Language into 
the 5-15 minute presentations you are already using in the contest. (2) You can 
write a speech specifically for this category. A significant portion of the speech 
must be in the Native Language. 

For a full list of the rules or registration form you can email joeyates11@hotmail.
com, or head out to UAS and stop by the 1st floor of the Mourant building and 
pick them up from the Native Rural Student Center Monday thru Thursday 9am-
6pm or Friday 9am-5pm. 

Continuing the Tradition:
 9th Annual Alaska Native Oratory Contest
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Ever stop to think about 
where that paper coffee cup in 
your hand came from? How 
about where it will go after 
you toss it the trash bin? 

According to conservative 
estimates, 16 billion of those 
paper cups will be used once 
and tossed away in the United 
States this year. Most all of 
these single-use containers are 
made from virgin forest prod-
ucts—and because they are 
lined with plastic or wax, they 
usually don’t recycle. That’s a 
lot of trees and a lot of trash—
and we haven’t even begun to 
discuss the plastic lids. 

Fortunately, there’s a sim-
ple and elegant solution to 
this problem; your peers in the 
art department are working on 
it right now.   

Working with the UAS 
Sustainability Committee, 
advanced UAS Ceramics 
students have produced the 
Green Cup. Unlike their plas-
tic and paper brethren, these 
beautiful ceramic mugs have 
a minimal ecological impact, 
they won’t leach nasty toxins 
into your caffeinated drink, 
and they will mark your com-
mitment to a more just and 
sustainable world. Smart cof-
fee drinkers won’t be seen 
without them. 

You can pick up your 
hand-made mug for a mere 
$10—they’ll be available from 
ceramics students and Sustain-
ability Committee members 
Thursday and Friday, March 
17 and 18th at tables near 
campus watering holes.  

If you feel like carrying your 
Green Cup isn’t enough of a 
commitment to your green 

lifestyle, the Sustainability 
Committee is always looking 
for help. Formed in 2008, this 
lively group of faculty, staff, 
and students has been working 
to make UAS a greener place. 

Our next hour-long meet-

ing is on March 28 at 8:45am. 
Send me an e-mail (kevin.ma-
ier@uas.alaska.edu) if you’re 
interested in joining us. 

Kevin Maier is an assistant 
professor of English at UAS Ju-

neau and chair of the faculty 
senate sponsored Sustainability 
Commitee.  He can be reached 
at kevin.maier@uas.alaska.edu 
or found skate skiing around 
Auke Lake.

Carry Your Green Cup, UAS!
Faculty Feature



1 Choose a hand. For males, 
the left hand is what you’re 
born with, and right is what 
you’ve accumulated through-
out your life. For females, it is 
the other way around. Pick a 
palm to read.  
    
2 Identify the four major 
lines.  (1) The heart line.  (2) 
The head line.  (3) The life 
line.  (4) The fate line (not ev-
erybody has this)

3 Interpret the heart line. This 
line can be read in either direc-
tion (from the pinkie finger to 
the index finger or vice versa) 
depending on the tradition be-
ing followed. It’s believed to 
indicate emotional stability, 
romantic perspectives, depres-
sion, and cardiac health. 
•	  Begins below the index 

finger - content with love 
life

•	  Begins below the middle 
finger - selfish when it 
comes to love

•	  Begins in the middle - falls 
in love easily.

•	  Straight and short - less 
interest in romance

•	  Touches life line - heart 
broken easily

•	  Long and curvy - freely 
expresses emotions and 
feelings

•	  Straight and parallel to the 
head line - good handle on 
emotions

•	  Wavy - many relationships 
and lovers, absence of seri-
ous relationships

•	  Circle on the line - sad or 
depression

•	  Broken line - emotional 
trauma

•	  Smaller lines crossing 
through heart line - emo-
tional trauma  

4 Examine the head line. Rep-
resents learning style, commu-
nication style, intellectualism, 
and thirst for knowledge. A 
curved line is associated with 
creativity and spontaneity, 
while a straight line is linked 
with practicality and a struc-
tured approach. 
•	  Short line - prefers physi-

cal achievements over 
mental ones

•	  Curved, sloping line - cre-
ativity

•	  Separated from life line - 
adventure, enthusiasm for 
life.

•	  Wavy line - short attention 
span

•	  Deep, long line - thinking 
is clear and focused

•	  Straight line - thinks real-
istically

•	  Donuts or cross in head 
line - emotional crisis

•	  Broken head line - incon-
sistencies in thought

•	  Multiple crosses through 
head line - momentous 
decisions

5 Evaluate the life line. Begins 
near the thumb and travels in an 
arc towards the wrist. Reflects 
physical health, general well 
being, and major life changes 
(e.g. cataclysmic events, physi-
cal injuries, and relocations). 
Its length is not associated with 
length of life. 
•	  Runs close to thumb - 

often tired
•	Curvy - plenty of energy
•	Long, deep - vitality.
•	  Short and shallow - ma-

nipulated by others
•	  Swoops around in a 

semicircle - strength and 
enthusiasm

•	  Straight and close to the 
edge of the palm - cautious 

when it comes to relation-
ships

•	  Multiple life lines - extra 
vitality

•	  Circle in line indicates - 
hospitalized or injured

•	  Break - sudden change in 
lifestyle

6 Study the fate line. This is 
also known as the line of des-
tiny, and it indicates the degree 
to which a person’s life is affect-
ed by external circumstances 
beyond their control.Begins at 
the base of the palm. 
•	  Deep line - strongly con-

trolled by fate
•	  Breaks and changes of 

direction - prone to many 
changes in life from exter-
nal forces

•	  Starts joined to life line 
- self-made individual; de-
velops aspirations early on

•	  Joins with the life line 
somewhere in the middle 
- signifies a point at which 
one’s interests must be sur-
rendered to those of others

•	 Starts at base of thumb  
 and crosses    
   life line        
   support   
   offered   
   by family         
 and friends  

7 Determine the 
hand shape. Each 
hand shape is associ-
ated with certain charac-
ter traits. The length of the 
palm is measured from the 
wrist to the bottom of the 
fingers. 

Earth - broad, square palms 
and fingers, thick or coarse 
skin, and ruddy color; length of 
the palm equals length of fin-

gers 
•	  Solid values and energy, 

sometimes stubborn
•	  Practical and responsible, 

sometimes materialistic
•	  Work with their hands, 

comfortable with the 
tangible

  
Air - square or rectangular 
palms with long fingers and 
sometimes pro- truding 
knuckles, low- s e t 

thumbs, and dry skin; length 
of the palm less than length of 
fingers 
•	  Sociable, talkative and 

witty
•	  Can be shallow, spiteful 

and cold
•	  Comfortable with the 

mental and the intangible
•	  Does things in different 

and radical ways
  

Water - long, sometimes 
oval-shaped palm, with 
long, flexible, conical fin-
gers; length of the palm 
equals length of fingers but 
is less than width 

across the 
widest part of 
the palm 
•	Creative, 
perceptive and 
sympathetic
•	Can be 
moody, 
emotional and 
inhibited
•	 Introverts
•	Do things qui-
etly and intui-
tively.
  
Fire - square or 
rectangular palm, 
flushed or pink 
skin, and shorter 
fingers; length of 
the palm greater 
is than length of 
fingers 
•	Spontaneous, 

enthusiastic and 
optimistic
•	Sometimes ego-

istic, impulsive and 
insensitive
•	Extroverts
•	Do things boldly and 
instinctively 
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Study BreakSudoku #1

Challenging Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Book 1

C
orrupt, stupid grasping functionaries w

ill m
ake at least as big a m

uddle of
socialism

 as stupid, selfish and acquisitive em
ployers can m

ake of
capitalism

.
-- W

alter Lippm
ann

2 8
9 2 4

2 8 7 1
3 6

7 9
6 4

8 6 4 1
9 2 7

2 9
Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.

© 2010 KrazyDad.com

Easy Sudoku
even you can do it

Trivia Time!!!
1) What flavor was the only vegetable flavored ice cream 

ever produced?
2) What is the only mammal that can fly?
3) What is the only bird with a penis?
4) What is the only part of the human body that can’t 

repair itself?

1) Ketchup  2) Bats  3) Swans  4) Teeth

Comic created by local artist Pat Race

Flowchart: Why hasn’t the person you texted responded yet?

Flowchart: Why 
Hasn’t the Person

You Texted 
Responded Yet?
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