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HOT and FRESH (Table of Contents)

13 Bike Workshop, 11am @ the REC
 America the Beautiful Film Screening, 7pm @ the Housing Lodge
 Improv, 7-9pm @ the REC
 CRU Club Meeting, 8:30pm @ Chapel by the Lake

14 Health Fair, 10am-4pm @ Mourant Cafeteria
 IM Broom Ball, 7pm @ the REC
 Baptist Campus Ministries, 9pm @ Chapel By the Lake
 The World of Chemistry on Stamps, 7pm @ Anderson 204
 Trekking in the Himalaya of Nepal, 7pm @ Egan 112

15 Woocheen, 2-3pm @ NRSC
 Student Government Meeting, 4:15pm @ Mourant Conference Room
 Tie Dye Barbeque, 6pm @ the REC

16 The Amazing Race, 1pm *sign up required @ the REC
 UAS Media Club Meeting, 4:30pm @ Spike’s Cafe
 Dinner and a Movie: Harry Potter, 7pm @ the REC

17 UAS Radio, 5-8pm @ Library Audio Studio

18 STRESS WEEK
 Fall Registration Begins, ALL DAY
 Coffee and Treats with Student Gov’t, 9am-noon @ Mourant 129
 IM Soccer, 7:15pm

20 Bike Workshop, 11am @ the REC
 Wildlife Wednesdays, 7pm @ Egan 221
 Representative Beth Kerttula, 5:30pm @ the REC

21 Art of Place: Putting Up, 10am @ Egan 221
 Climb at the Rock Dump, 5pm @ the REC
 IM Broom Ball, 7pm @ the REC
 The Vagina Monologues, 7pm @ the REC

22 End of the Year Barbeque 2pm @ Mourant Courtyard 
 Woocheen, 2-3pm @ NRSC
 Student Government Meeting, 4:15pm @ Mourant Conference Room

23 Easter Egg Hunt, noon @ the Mourant Courtyard
 UAS Media Club, 4:30pm @ Spike’s Cafe

24 UAS Radio, 5-8pm @ Library Audio Studio
 Midnight Breakfast, 12pm @ the Cafeteria

25 FINALS WEEK
 UAS Enrollment Day, 9am-3pm
 IM Soccer, 7:15pm @ the REC
 Used Book Buyback, April 25-30

ac m p u s e v e n t s
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Contact whalesong.editor@gmail.com 
to f ind out how your story, article, 
photo, etc. can get published in the 

next episode of the Whalesong.

If he can do it, so can you! 
Write, write, write for the 
Whalesong today!
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End 
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April 22 Earth Day

April 21



“Understand, young people, 
the difference between education 
and schooling!” yelled Cornel 
West, an African studies and re-
ligion professor at Princeton Uni-
versity.

At 10 o’clock on Tuesday, 
April 5th, approximately fifty 
students gathered into the Egan 
Think Tank to sit in on the Na-
tional Teach-In, an event being 
held in 225 universities across the 
country and on the internet to 
educate young Americans about 
the sputtering economic state of 
the country, what we’ve done to 
get ourselves into this mess, and 
what we can do to get out of it.

Following a webcast chaired by 
Frances Fox Piven that included 
ten speakers, Cornel West, the 
noted civil rights activist who ad-
vocated for crashing the welfare 
system in the 1960s, amongst 
them, UAS professors Nina Chor-
das, Alexander Simon, Kevin Ma-
ier and Sol Neely took the floor.

“Your television lied to you. 
You are not going to be in that 
top one percent ever... You are all 
in the working class,” said Simon, 
“ I’m a sociologist, I can tell you 
the data indicates you’re going 
to die in the social class you’re 
born into. But 
worse news: 
there’s down-
ward ascen-
dancy. You 
will probably 
have it worse 
than your par-
ents.”

Prof. Si-
mon’s talk 
c e n t e r e d 
around the 
definition of 
the working 
class vs. the 
e m p l o y i n g 
class and the 
importance of 
free speech, 

following up on a galloping his-
tory of unions given by Prof. 
Nina Chordas that detailed the 
evolution of the worker-employer 
relationship in the United States 
and emphasized the importance 
of collective action in advocating 

for social change.
Prof. Kevin Maier then led a 

discussion centering around the 
importance of media attention in 
regards to the dissemination of in-
formation in the country. The dis-
cussion hinged on the problem of 

mass media’s 
influence on 
public opin-
ion, using the 
topic of glob-
al warming as 
an example. 
Maier’s talk 
detailed the 
shift in opin-
ion from 
the rampant 
hysteria sur-
r o u n d i n g 
global warm-
ing in the 
mid-2000s to 
the relatively 
benign sub-
ject that it 

has become since then, focusing 
on the ways in which mass media 
dictates the agenda of what is dis-
cussed and how that can drastical-
ly affect the way that people per-
ceive threats like global warming.

Later, during the second ses-
sion of the Teach-In, Prof. Sol 
Neely and Jesse Perry, an ex-cler-
gyman, focused on clarifying the 
definitions of solidarity, diversity 
and responsibility, focusing on 
the question of what we mean by 
“We the People,” speaking about 
the divisive nature of the Tea Par-
ty and the need for a more radi-
cal solidarity among the working 
peoples of the United States.

All in all, roughly 150 students 
attended the conference, which 
was the only held in an Alaskan 
University, deeming the day a 
success.  

Tyler Preston can be reached at 
tjpreston@gmail.com.
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          Debate Debrief
What began as a student com-

plaint to Student Government 
culminated March 22 in the first 
ever campus-wide smoking ban 
debate.  

Chancellor Pugh was present, 
and as he told audience members, 
he was there to listen, to process, 
and to make policy based on testi-
mony he heard from students.

The smoking ban panel was 
formed by three members - two 
anti-smoking ban spokespeople 
and one pro ban speaker.

Joan Cahill took the podium 
first for the pro-ban side, telling 
the audience that not only smok-
ing bans, but smoke-free workers 

were the future they had to look 
forward to.

Heading up the community ef-
fort to establish a smoking ban in 
Juneau, Cahill spoke first about 
the financials: college is expensive, 
and paying students shouldn’t be 
submitted to second smoke. Talk 
to college led to inevitable, the 
future, and how most employers 
today hesitate before hiring smok-
ers.

“Smokers represent someone 
who is going to be gone when you 
need them,” she said, referenc-
ing  the frequent breaks taken by 
smokers.

Following Cahill and repre-

senting the anti-ban argument 
was Learning Center director Hil-
degard Sellner.  Sellner’s talk fo-
cued on the “interconnectedness” 
of everyone, trying to bring smok-
ers and non-smokers into the same 
discourse: “Banning smoking on 
campus would create an us versus 
them attitude.”

Her solution to the smoking 
ban was simple: to designate cer-
tain smoking areas on campus that 
smokers could easily and quickly 
get to and that non-smokers could 
steer clear of if they so desired.

The final panelist of the eve-
ning was student Jarmn Kramlich, 
whose common sense argument 

seemed to summarize what was 
on most of the audiences’ minds: 
“We have a compliance issue.”

Citing the student handbook, 
inconsistent smoking regulation 
signs, and lack of student knowl-
edge about smoking rules, Kram-
lich suggested that the first step 
would be to create consistent, well 
advertised smoking policy.

He was clear that this policy 
should not ban smoking on cam-
pus though.  “Banning soking will 
not cause people to quit smoking, 
just as prohibition did not cause 
people to quit drinking,” Kram-
lich said.

The debate ended with a ques-

tion, answer, and opinion session 
with most of the audience weigh-
ing in on the argument. Smokers 
seemed united in the fact they 
would not quit smoking if a ban 
was instated, and that forcing 
them off campus to smoke was un-
fair; while non-smokers all agreed 
that passing through clouds of 
smoke on their way in and out of 
buildings was an infringement on 
their rights.

Student Government thanked 
all for attending and promised to 
continue dialogue on the issue.

Jessica Eller can be reached at 
whalesong.editor@gmail.com.
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Pro Ban
Argument

In the great hopes of our par-
ents, professors and future employ-
ers, we will leave this university 
knowing how to do at least (the 
very least) one thing well: think 
critically. This means looking at 
something - anything - and being 
able to determine a respectable, 
thought out stance/response.

We’re now being asked to do 
this on the issue of smoking, and 

h o w 
we an-

swer not 
only affects our 

remaining time 
here at UAS, but future 

students time as well.  And 
that, my friends, deserves a lot 

of thinking time, preferrably criti-
cally.

With that said, I’m all for ban-
ning smoking on campus. It’s an 
unattractive habit in every sense - 
the stench, the litter, the lingering 
effects... need I say more.

Most smokers will argue that, as 
adults and paying customers at this 
university, each and everyone of us 
should be able to make the deci-
sion to smoke or not.  They’re not 
shoving the cancer tubes into your 
mouth and making you inhale, are 
they?

But here’s where their argu-
ment falls short: in a way, they are 
doing just that. It seems that you 
can’t walk out any door connected 
to the Mourant Courtyard without 

imme-
d i a t e l y 

inhaling ex-
haled cigarette 

smoke. Ashtrays are 
parked next to doors 

where the butts sometimes 
end up in them, but more often 

than not are flicked in their general  
vicinity. And next to those ashtrays 
(and the doors) are the smokers 
and their smoke.

All of us are paying, in some 
way or another, to be at this school, 
but not all of us want to be smok-
ing, and smokers, you make it hard 
not to do that.

Banning cigarettes on campus 
does not mean that smokers can’t 
continue to smoke. There are a 
number of places relatively close 
to campus that that behavior 
would be perfectly accept-
able:

1. Squire’s Rest: grab 
a mid-class smoke and 
beer break - hey, you 
might even meet some 
new friends.

2.  Auke Lake: there 
is usually a canoe or 
two parked on the shore, 
and what could be more 
refreshing than a cigrette 
break and quick paddle or dip 
into the most scenic part of our 
campus?

3. The Highway in between 

c a m -
pus and 

A n d e r s o n : 
we’ve all experi-

enced the adrenaline 
rush braving the cross-

ing to make it to class, now 
just add nicotine.
   Joking aside though, second 

hand smoke isn’t enjoyable or 
healthy. Smoking is a choice, just 
as not smoking should be.

   Everyone who visits our cam-
pus - students, faculty, guests, 
children, and even our four-legged 
friends - should be able to breathe 
air free from cigrette smoke.

Juneau is a beautiful place, and 
our campus is located in arguably 
one of the most scenic spots in 
the  area (it’s beauty is a large draw 
for non-Alaskans). We should be 
proud to walk around a campus not 
strewn with litter. We should be 
free to breathe crisp, clean air com-
ing off of the Juneau Ice Field. And 
in the tradition of an open, free 
learning environment, we should 
support those in their choice to not 

smoke.

Jessica Eller can be reached at 
whalesong.editor@gmail.com.

Anti-Ban Argument

First of all, the idea of a debate 
about whether or not to totally 
ban smoking on the UAS  is ridic-
ulous. The facts stand that smok-
ing is a legal activity in the state of 
Alaska for all adults over the age of 
19,  and a significant majority of 
the University population is with-
in this legal limit. Thus, given that 
the campus is a relatively public 
space, it seems unreasonable to 
entirely disallow smoking.

However, allow me to concede 
the necessity of a debate about 
where people should or shouldn’t 
be allowed to smoke on campus. 
I have personally been both-
ered by smokers at the entrance 
to the Learning Center and am 
firmly in agreement with anyone 
who thinks that we ought to rel-
egate smoking to a few isolated 
areas around campus. So, I think 
the most important question we 
should be debating is where to re-
strict smoking.

 In undertaking this question 
though, it is important to consider 
the smokers also. Having been a 
regular smoker myself in the past, 
I must stress the point that what-
ever area is designated for smokers 
to use, it needs to 1.) provide some 
measure of shelter from the wind; 
2.) have a roof to shield from pre-
cipitation; and 3.) be within a two 
or three minute walk from any 
location on campus, which 
would allow smokers to 
take approximately 
a fifteen min-
ute smoking 
break (5 
min-

u t e s 
w a l k -
ing; 10 
minutes 
s m o k -

ing) with 
t i m e to walk to 
and from the location. 
This meets the requirements of 
staff and faculty smokers who may 
only able to take the minimum 
two federally required 15 minute 
breaks per day.

Non-smokers, on the other 
hand, should be able to reasonably 
expect that they will not have to 
deal with smokers at the entrance 
to buildings and will be able to tra-
verse the vast majority of the cam-
pus without having to inhale into 
secondhand smoke. It ought to be 
mentioned that the “problem 
areas” around the campus 
have a lot to do with 
proximity to en-
trances. I have 
a l r e a d y 
m e n -

tioned the entrance to the Learn-
ing Center, but really the issue 

comes down to all entrances. 
It appears that this debate is a 

result of the fact that nearly all 
of the entrances to buildings on 

campus are preceded by covered 
areas that are meant to shelter peo-
ple as they approach the building. 
Given that many of these shel-
tered spots are insufficient to al-
low smokers to use them without 
impeding non-smokers, I think 
it stands to reason that in order 
to be fair to all parties involved, 
there is a distinct possibility that 
we ought to consider designing 
some kind of shelter for smokers 
to utilize, perhaps along the side 
of the dorm trail or in the lower 
courtyard between Mourant 
and Novatney. We could 
also consider install-
ing a ventilated 
smoking room 
on campus, 
though 
that 

may be more expensive than the 
situation calls for.

Ultimately, the most impor-
tant thing that we keep in mind 
as we try to decide how we want 
to deal with this debate as a cam-
pus community is that we need 
to be fair to all sides, and forcing 
smokers who are of legal age ac-
cording to the laws of our civic 
community to walk off of 
the campus property to 
enjoy their tobacco is 
an unreasonable 
infringement 
on their 
t i m e 
and 

energy.

Tyler Preston can be 
reached at tjpres-
t o n @ g m a i l .
com

The Great                   Debate
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“My experience was wonderful to say the least. 
I have learned so much about myself and my indi-
vidual strength on this journey. I have become surer 
of myself and my ability to overcome challenging 
situations, and have simply gained countless life ex-
periences. I can’t explain how much pride I feel…
this has been one of the greatest years of my life.”

-   Acacia Edmiston, visiting NSE partici-
pant from University of Tenn. (in ODS 
program) 

Visiting Voices:  

“Spending time away from home was difficult at first, but my friends and 
family were wonderful during the transition. I gained perspective on my life 
and realized how valuable time is. I plan on finishing my degree at UAS, but 
NSE helped me grow. Gunalcheesh to everyone who made it possible, be-
cause of your encouragement I’m diving into the unknown, not holding on 
too tight, and enjoying life for what it is.”

-   Ricky Tagaban, NSE participant Bridgewater, May 2009-2010

“After living and travelling abroad I am more certain of 
my conceptions, abilities, and talents. Living in China was 
a tangible fulfillment of a dream I’d carried since child-
hood….my confidence has transitioned into strides. I’m 
now distinctly aware of what I’d like to do.”

-  Seth Griffin, AsiaLearn Fall 2009

“My year in Bloomington-normal, Illinois 
was the best year of my life. I have experienced 
so many life changing events all because of this 
exchange. I joined the medieval combat club as 
well as the solar car club. I have a motorcycle 
license and have gone sky diving! I’ve had my 
heart broken, my thumbs fractured and my 
body  newly  pierced six times. Starting life on 
my own has been the best experience of my life. 
So to all the students thinking about partici-
pating in an exchange – do it!”

-   Bobbie Jo Koerperich, NSE 
participant to Illinois 



NSE Students Share Their Experience

“As a marine biology student at UAS I wanted a 
change and a chance to experience my degree from 
a different perspective.  Through AustraLearn I got 
the different cultural and scholastic experience was 
I wanted. Being close to the Great Barrier Reef al-
lowed me to see first-hand the organisms and species 
I want to learn about and one day study.”  

-   Nicole Jensen, AustraLearn participant 
2009 

“I came to Ghana not knowing what to ex-
pect of sub-Saharan Africa. I left with an ex-
perience mixed with joy, sadness, frustration, 
excitement, curiosity, learning and growth. As 
an undergraduate student, I studied and com-
pleted an internship at a local hospital and I am 
absolutely convinced that this experience has 
helped me determine that I want to spend my 
life working as a doctor with women and chil-
dren. People have real problems, real struggles 
and real joys, and it is such a blessing to be a 
part of this. I learned a lot about who I am and 
what I want to become.”  

-   Megan Johnson, ISEP direct par-
ticipant to Ghana Fall 2010

“Getting out of my comfort zone and experiencing a different culture 
from my own was both exciting and nerve-racking. Going on exchange was 
far off from anything I’d experienced before. I met new people, learned about 
the Hawaiian life, and matured along the way.”  

-   Erin Tripp, NSE participant University of Hawaii Hilo Fall 
2009

“Being in a foreign country led me to 
change my habits, to behave differently 
with people I met, and to be more open-
minded than I usually am.”  

-   Arthur Flavigny, ISEP par-
ticipant from France at UAS 
2010
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Do you remember the night 
that Obama was elected? There 
was an unfamiliar electric tingle of 
anticipation in the air, a hopeful 
expectation that something great 
and extraordinary was happen-
ing. There was a permeating at-
mosphere of having returned once 
again to the revolutionary Ameri-
can ideal. 

In electing the first black presi-
dent, a historic act of national sol-
idarity, hope was restored to the 
same nation that was gripped by 
terror in the wake of the Septem-
ber 11 attacks. For a moment, the 
weight of the past eight years was 
lifted, and we were free to revel in 
the hope that our future would be 
better and brighter than that of 
our parents and those others who 
have come before.

But let us not forget the situ-
ation of our economy that night: 
just two months prior, when the 
subprime mortgage crisis was real-
ized, Bush, Obama & McCain all 
endorsed the bailout measures to 
protect the failing financial insti-
tutions of the country.

Why? Because currently our 
economic system is structured 
so that only when Wall Street is 
profitable that Main Street may 
be profitable. It would also be 
political suicide for a presidential 
hopeful to contradict the will of 
the financial powers that run our 
country before the election, re-
gardless of his political alignment.

However, in the attempt to re-
solve the crisis, something unique 
was created: the Emergency Eco-
nomic Stabilization Act of 2008, a 
socialistic redistribution of wealth 
to protect the capitalist apparatus. 

In essence, the government 
took out a $700,000,000,000 
(700 billion dollar) loan in the 
name of the people and put it into 

the pockets of 
the institu-
tions who 
t h e n 
l ended 
it back t o 
t h e g o v -
e r n - ment to 
replen- ish our 
supp ly of future 
money. S o u n d 
f i s h y ? It is a 
bit. Con-
f u s i n g ? 
Yep.

But what 
is readily appar-
ent is that 1) the 
financial crisis was large 
enough to require a national level 
response, albeit one decided by 
the elected officials of the nation 
(and cheered on by the unelected 
hopefuls); and 2) in the end, the 
measures taken to prevent the cri-
sis ultimately indebted the nation 
to protect the individuals and in-
dividual corporations responsible 
for the crisis from bankruptcy. 

In the end, these individuals 
have benefitted more from the re-
distribution and will make a profit 
off of any of our future money by 
loaning it back to us. 

Do not allow the difference 
between national interest and self-
interest on the part of the bour-
geois elements to go unnoticed 
here…. if it appears that some ani-
mals are more equal than others, it 
is because they are.

In the wake of the debt bubble 
bursting, the ensuing economic 
crash has caused an increase in 
unemployment rates, an unprec-
edented rise in national debt and 
a significant rise in the number of 
scared, uninformed citizens. On 
the Left, many feel dispossessed 
and impotent. And on the Right, 

many feel 
dispossessed 
and impo-
tent. 

But while 
the Left 
c o n t i n -
u e s 

t o 
grumble qui-

etly to itself, a 
wave of right-wing ultra-national-
ist sentiment embodied by Sarah 
Palin has grown and splintered off 
into the Tea Party, a dangerously 
misinformed faction of Repub-
licans hell-bent on voting them-
selves into economic ruin through 
their support of radical free-mar-
ket policies.

The nation that watched itself 
elect Obama just a short two and 
a half years ago has collapsed back 
into a population of fearful, de-
fensive individualists and has be-
gun to eat one another.

Now, as we slowly emerge 
from the Great Recession, we can 
clearly see that Wall Street and 
Big Business have emerged mostly 
unscathed (and in some cases with 
their pockets bulging) and are in-
vesting heavily in lobbying and 
politics. 

In the recent Citizens United 
case, the Supreme Court ruled 
in favor of no restriction on cor-
porate contributions to political 
campaigns, and now, the gloves 
have been dropped. In the interest 
of their corporate and Wall Street 

p a -
trons, 
H o u s e 
and Sen-
ate Republi-
cans—aided by the 
recent influx of Tea Partiers into 
their fold—are threatening to cut 
everything from Planned Parent-
hood to Pell Grants, WIC funding 
for early childhood nutrition to 
the Heating Assistance program—
in short, many of the support pro-
grams that are in place to protect 
the middle and low income citi-
zens of our country. 

Similarly, on the state level, an-
ti-union, pro-business sentiment 
is rearing its head around the na-
tion. Governors and state legisla-
tors in Ohio, Tennessee, Indiana, 
Nevada, New Jersey and Florida 
have advanced similar measures 
designed to revoke or restrict 
union rights, eliminate salary 
schedules and cut compensation 
to state employees. 

All over, Republicans are slash-
ing corporate taxes as they slash 
state budgets, de-regulating and 
making way for the privatization 
(and subsequent profitization) of 
virtually all sectors of life. And 

t h e s e 
a c t i o n s 

are being 
cheered on 

b y — a m o n g 
o the r s—the 

rabid Tea Par-
ty faction who, 

unable to imagine 
an America in which 
the citizens are in 

control of their gov-
ernment, appear to pre-

fer an America in which 
the government is run by over-

whelming corporate and stock-
holder interest.

Nowhere is this fight more ap-
parent than Wisconsin, where the 
curtain has been lifted and the 
union-busting antics of Gover-
nor Scott Walker have been tied 
to the corporate interests of the 
Koch brothers, who were major 
contributors for him during his 
2010 campaign and have been 
major contributors to the special 
interest groups that have given rise 
to the Tea Party. What is interest-
ing about this is that it shows that 
both the politicians and the peo-
ple themselves are being manipu-
lated by the financial powers of 
the country for their own profit.

Thankfully though, Walker’s 
union-busting has given rise to a 
true populist movement, one that 
truly represents the interests of the 
middle class, and one that gives us 
an example of the kind of solidar-
ity required to actually achieve the 
Change! that we promised our-
selves the night we elected Obama. 

The flight of the Wisconsin 14 

The People's Fight
OPINION

by
   Tyler Preston

Episode 2 • April 13, 20118



brought the media attention nec-
essary to mobilize major strikes 
of the public unions and popular 
protest erupted across the state re-
sulting in a 17-day sit-in on the 
Capitol amidst general unrest. 

As of this moment, the bill has 
been forced through the Senate 
and has been ratified and made 
public, but protests continue. The 
people of Wisconsin are refusing 
to accept Walker’s infringement 
on the collective bargaining rights 
of public employees and are in the 
midst of a general attempt to recall 
Walker and many of the Republi-
cans elected to the House and Sen-
ate during the mid-term elections. 
And right now, all across the coun-
try, citizens are staging protests to 
support those in Wisconsin. A 
general awareness in the difference 
between financial policies that are 
truly in accord with national in-
t e r e s t and those 
t h a t are 

being manifested by the bourgeois 
elements is growing.

Just like when Obama was 
elected, there is again a permeating 
atmosphere of having returned to 
the revolutionary American ideal. 
But this time, instead of chanting 
“Change!” the people are actually 
making it. In reaction to the radi-
cal individualism of the Tea Party, 
many citizens of our country are 
beginning to mobilize in the op-
posite direction in the form of the 
People’s Party. 

Change is possible. But what it 
will require is empathy, vigilance 
and solidarity on the part of each 
and every one of us. We must learn 
to empathize with the lot of oth-
ers, to see the world through each 
other’s eyes so that we can stand 
together for what is most impor-
tant in life: living comfortably to-
gether as a people, not decadently 
as individuals while others suffer. 
We must remain vigilant and in 
control of our government 
by staying informed about 
public policies and stay-
ing in touch with our 
elected representatives. 
But above all, we must 
recognize that working 

alone, none 
of us—

even the president of the coun-
try—can achieve the goals stated 
above. In recognition of that fact, 
we must learn to stand together. 
We must learn to see each other as 
human beings who are the ends, 
not the means, of existence-–
who deserve a good life, not the 
dangled carrot of the American 
Dream. 

Ours is supposed to be a gov-
ernment of the people, by the 
people and for the people. And if 
the people do not stand up with 
and for each other, then the gov-
ernment will not stand up for us 
and will instead continue to be 
a government of the rich, by the 
rich, for the rich.

So, you know what? Obama, 
schmobama – that was just a 
warm-up. Now it is time to imple-
ment the change that we promised 
ourselves.

In the immortal words of 
the union organizer 

Florence Reece: 
“Which side 

are you on? 
Which side 
are you on?”

T y l e r 
Preseton can 

be reached at 
tjpreston@gmail.

com

Continued...
OPINION A Letter From the People’s Party

The People’s Party is dedicated to the truth that America is a rich 
nation – richer by far than any other, richer than it’s ever been. The 
People’s Party rejects the claims of plutocrats who want us to believe 
we can no longer afford to live decently – who are cutting the wages 
and benefits of most people, attacking unions, and squeezing public 
budgets. The People’s Party will not allow them to turn us against one 
another – unionized against non-unionized, public employee against 
private employee, immigrant against native born. Nor will the People’s 
Party allow the privileged and powerful to distract us from the explo-
sive concentration of income and wealth at the top, the decline in 
taxes paid by the top, and their increasing and untrammeled political 
power.

We have joined together to reverse these trends and to promote a 
working people’s bill of rights. We are committed to:

1. Increasing the pay and bargaining power of average working 
people. We’ll stop efforts to destroy unions and collective bargaining 
rights. Protect workers who try to form unions from being fired. Make 
it easier for workers to form unions through simple up-or-down votes 
at the workplace.

2. Requiring America’s super-rich to pay their fair share. Increase 
top marginal tax rates and the number of tax brackets at the top. Treat 
income from capital gains the same as ordinary income. Restore the 
estate tax. Revoke the citizenship of anyone found to be sheltering 
income abroad.

3. Protecting and expanding government programs vital to the 
working middle class and the poor. These include Social Security, K-12 
education, Pell Grants for disadvantaged students, public transporta-
tion, Medicare and Medicaid, and the Earned Income Tax Credit.

4. Ending corporate welfare and cutting military outlays. Trim de-
fense spending. End special tax subsidies for specific corporations or 
industries – at both state and federal levels. Cut agricultural subsidies.

5. Saving Social Security while making it more progressive. Exempt 
the first $20,000 of income from Social Security taxes. Make up the 
difference – and any need for additional Social Security revenues – by 
raising the ceiling on income subject to the Social Security payroll tax.

6. Ending Wall Street’s dominance of the economy and prevent-
ing any future taxpayer-funded bailout. Break up Wall Street’s largest 
banks and put a cap their size. Link pay on the Street to long-term 
profits rather than short-term speculation. Subject all financial transac-
tions to a one-tenth of one percent transactions tax.

7. Fully enforcing regulations that protect workers, consumers, 
small investors, and the environment. Raise penalties on corporations 
that violate them. Expand enforcement staffs. Provide more private 
rights of action.

8. Providing affordable health care to all Americans. The new health 
law isn’t enough. We’ll fight for a single payer – making Medicare 
available to all. End fee-for-service and create “accountable-care” or-
ganizations that focus on healthy outcomes.

9. Slowing and eventually reversing climate change. We’ll fight to 
limit carbon emissions. Impose a ceiling on emissions or a carbon tax 
on polluters. Return the revenues from these to the American people, 
in the form of tax cuts for the working middle class.

10. Getting big money out of politics. We’ll fight to appoint Su-
preme Court justices who will overrule Citizens United v. FEC. Require 
full disclosure of all contributions for or against any candidate. Provide 
full public financing for all presidential, gubernatorial, and legislative 
candidates in all general elections.
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A Visit From
Our Senator
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N o r m a l l y 
r e - served for a morn-
ing So- ciology course, on March 
23rd the Egan Lecture hall was 
nearly filled to capacity with eager 
listeners.  Ranging from college 
students to former Juneau may-
ors, all came out to hear U.S. State 
Senator Mark Begich speak on 
Alaskan and United State politics.

UAS Chancellor John Pugh in-
troduced the Senator with a brief 
autobiographical background 
of Begich: the senator was the 
youngest person ever elected to an 
assembly position in Anchorage 
at age 26, where he served for ten 
years and chaired the assembly on 
three occasions. 

Begich was then elected as the 
mayor of Anchorage for three 
terms during which he helped set 
up the Denali Convention Center. 
He was elected to the U.S. Senate 
in November of 2008 in a highly 
competitive (and controversial) 
race against “Uncle” Ted Stevens. 

Since his election, Senator Be-
gich has been appointed to the 
Senate Committee on Science, 
Commerce and Transportation, 
the Senate Committee on Armed 
Services, and the Senate Commit-
tee on Veterans Affairs. 

Senator Begich’s service on the 
Commerce Committee includes 
assignments to the Subcommit-
tee on Aviation; Subcommittee on 
Communications; Subcommittee 
on Competiveness, Innovation, 
and U.S. export Promotion; Sub-

c o m -
mittee on Oceans, Fish-

eries, and Coast Guard; and the 
Subcommittee on Surface Trans-
portation. In the Armed Services 
Committee Senator Begich serves 
on the Subcommittee on AirLand, 
the Subcommittee on Personnel, 
and the Subcommittee on Strate-
gic Forces - all of which are vital to 
Alaska as a state. 

Begich started off his introduc-
tory remarks by mentioning that 
he and other like-minded politi-
cians are always trying to “show 
off” Alaska, and the University 
system is a perfect way to do so. 

His office is always bombarded 
by thousands of communications 
a week from Alaskans Facebook-
ing, emailing, Twittering, blog-
ging or sending letters on issues 
that directly affect their lives. 

Interestingly during the ques-
tion and answer phase of the 
seminar there was only a slight 
pause when Begich asked for an-
other question and he responded 
by asking, “Is this really Juneau?” 
mocking the usual eagerness of 
Juneauites to have their burning 
political questions answered. 

The senator spoke only for a 
short time before the question 
and answer portion began. He an-
swered questions about our finan-
cial deficit, saying that Alaska is 
number one in the United States 
for receiving federal receipts and 
how we can blame a lot of poli-
ticians for our current financial 
status but “we are where we are” 

meaning we must work 
hard to reduce the bud-
get. 

He also mentioned 
renewable energy, say-
ing that he is anxious for 
the country to move to-

wards a long-term energy 
plan and if Barrow can pull off 
solar power, it can be done any-
where in the United States. 

Begich’s first question was 
naturally on education, and more 
specifically regarding the Head 
Start program. Proposed budget 
cuts would have left almost seven 
hundred teachers in Alaska with-
out a job. Senator Begich is a firm 
believer in the Head Start pro-
gram and promptly rejected these 
budget cuts in the state of Alaska. 

Next, a student of the digital 
age asked about Net Neutral-
ity which Begich termed “Inter-
net Freedom.” He said the house 
(composed of a majority of Re-
publicans) doesn’t want this “In-
ternet Freedom” which basically 
states that all Internet platforms 
and sites will be treated equally 
and that if two people pay for the 
same service, they get an equal ser-
vice. 

Most interestingly, Begich 
stated that his office is making 
efforts to have the entire state of 
Alaska acquire wireless Internet. 
This would greatly improve educa-
tion, medical issues, business and 
commerce in rural communities 
throughout Alaska. 

The nuclear power plant melt-
downs in Japan was brought to the 
attention of senator Mark Begich, 
and although he didn’t have much 
to say on the issue, he mentioned 
we have similar plants in Alaska, 
but they run differently and have a 

very small risk of meltdowns. 
In response to the Brazilian 

offshore drilling, Begich was asked 
whether he supported offshore 
drilling in Alaska. He immedi-
ately replied that he is for offshore 
drilling, but jokingly warned that, 
“In Alaska, 
if you even 
think about 
oil develop-
ment you 
get sued.” 

B e g i c h 
has done 
well for 
himself be-
cause he 
s u p p o r t s 
issues on 
the other 
side of the 
table. Being 
a Demo-
crat, Begich 
firmly sup-
ports the 
2nd Amendment (right to bear 
arms) and supports off shore drill-
ing. 

He also very much wants edu-
cation and renewable energy to be 
at the forefront of Alaska’s priori-
ties, and in this way he has gained 
the approval of both political 
parties in Alaska to represent the 
state. 

Juneau’s own construction of 
Pebble Mine has been a hotly de-
bated topic for years. Although 
Begich would like to see the proj-
ect completed, he doesn’t believe 
that they have been able to show 
that they can protect and main-
tain the surrounding environment 
with a mine of that magnitude. 

He wants the EPA (Environ-
mental Protection Agency) to be 

open and transparent so the pub-
lic understands what they are vot-
ing for. 

Healthcare was the next issue 
of question. The senator jokingly 
made a remark saying, “No of-
fense to John, but your workforce 

is aging” 
to which 
a white-
h a i r e d 
Pugh re-
plied, “I’ve 
n o t i c e d ” . 
His office 
is working 
to ensure 
that seniors 
receive free 
health care 
so they 
can use 
preventive 
t r e a tment 
instead of 
d e a l i n g 
with their 

medical issues after the fact. 
Other issues talked about in-

cluded financial aid for students 
in Alaska, to which Begich replied 
“(Financial Aid) is on the table 
right now and we are currently 
working on that” as well as limit-
ing greenhouse gases. 

“Alaska is ground zero for cli-
mate change issues,” said our state 
senator. These words are encour-
aging for college students who 
must face a dying environment in 
the very near future. 

Begich’s joking yet serious 
delivery was excellent overall, al-
lowing the audience to walk away 
feeling like Alaska is in capable 
hands. 

Daniel Stoops can be reached at 
danielrstoops@aol.com.

by Daniel Stoops



A  Current   of   Voices
Five dollars is a good price for 

pretty much anything these days, 
but it’s an even better deal when 
especially when that five dollars 
purchases a collection of voices 
and stories from a region, South-
east Alaska, spanning hundreds of 
miles. That price, Saturday night, 
also came with free refreshments, 
snacks and an hour and a half 
launch party.

Celebrating it’s 9th year of 
publication, Tidal Echoes contin-
ues to showcase the art and prose 
of Southeast Alaskan artists and 
writers.  The only requirement to 
submit: you must be a full-time 
resident of Southeast Alaska.

The 2011 Tidal Echoes launch 
was opened by Chancellor John 
Pugh, an avid Echoes supporter 
whose Chancellor’s Fund has 
been instrumental in keeping the 
journal afloat during the past nine 
years.  

He remarked on not only 
what a successful publication this 
year’s journal was, but also what 
a successful weekend University of 
Alaska Southeast had around the 
community – the “Bail Out” play 
hosted with Perseverance Theatre 
at the Canvas and the UAS Alum-
ni and Friends Spring Auction 
and Dinner that raised money for 
student scholarships.

Editors Kaleigh Lam-
bert and Tom Bay fol-
l o w e d 
t h e 

Chancellor giving a brief intro-
duction of the journal and pro-
cess of putting it together. Their 
undertaking was impressive, with 
over 210 submissions being waded 
through and whittled down into 
the tight 125-page publication 
perched in launch attendees’ laps.  

Several of the journals’ selected 
authors were asked to read, with 
their performances varying from 
funny to powerful.  Jacqueline 
Boucher had the crowd laughing 
out loud several times during her 
reading of “Tactical Warfare” – an 
essay on the pitfalls of full family 
disclosure.  While Kate Laster, the 
first author to read, gave a com-
manding read of her poem “XIII.”

The starts of the evening, the 
featured author and artist, were 
Heather Lende and Nicholas 
Galanin respectively. Lende’s talk 
was brief, but her reading inspired.

Finishing her Master in Fine 
Arts thru University of Alaska An-
chorage this summer, Lende read 
a chapter from her first book in 
fiction.

Her husband, referring to her 
soon graduation/attainment of 
an MFA in Fiction, said: “You’re 
going to be a master of make be-
lieve.” His (joking) words proved 
prophetic as Lende’s chapter on 
Shelly and her d o g , 

Jack, proved Lende’s writing, 
whether fiction or non, is indeed 
masterful.

The other featured artist of 
the evening, Nicholas Galanin, 
spoke mainly on his artistic pro-
cess (“I hate cutting paper,” when 

referring to the 60,000 pages he’s 
currently slicing up for a project) 
and the cultural significance in his 
work:

“Part of creating new cultural 
art… there is generational gaps. 
It is important for me to fill those 
gaps and create those bridge.”

Galanin’s slideshow and dis-
c u s - s i o n 

featured art ranging across many 
mediums. By repurposing every-
day artifacts, such as the bible 
and wallpaper, his art transcends 
cultural boundaries and hopes to 
redefine Alaska Native definitions.

He quoted a Tlingit saying: 
“We will again open the container 
of wisdom that has been left in our 
care,” when discussing the aim of 
his art.

Praise was high for the journal 
with almost every speaker thank-
ing the editorial board and faculty 
advisor Emily Wall for the oppor-
tunity to be included in the 2011 
journal.

Lende commented: “It is just 
very important, especially in this 
day and age where everything is 
so homogenized that people write 
down the small things, the every-
day things. That’s what important 
about what everyone else here 
[Tidal Echoes’ authors] is doing, 
is taking those little pictures.”

Galanin also had positive 
things to say about the journal he 
was featured in: “Art is a social 
indicator of how we’re doing[…] 
Looking at a publication like this, 
it’s a brilliant indicator of how 
this university is doing.”

After thanking 

Chancellor John Pugh, Provost 
Rick Caulfield, faculty advisor 
Emily Wall, and Virginia Berg 
with framed posters of the jour-
nal’s cover, the launch ended on a 
sentimental note with senior edi-
tor Kaleigh Lambert handing over 
the reins to junior editor Tom Bay 
and both students thanking their 
family and friends to whom the 
journal was dedicated:

“Dedicated to our loyal family 
and friends who support and in-
spire us. You who are willing to 
offer a helping hand, even when 
we are too proud to ask.”

The 2011 Tidal Echoes journal 
can be purchased at the UAS Book-
store and both Hearthside Bookstore 
locations for $5. For more informa-
tion abou the journal, including 
submission guidelines, please con-
tact: emily.wall@uas.alaska.edu.

Jessica Eller can be reached at 
whalesong.editor@gmail.com.
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Study Break o
The Smoking Edition

Some trivia for your big brains...
1.   Couples that smoke during the time of conception are more lightly to have 
     a boy or a girl?
2.   How many teeth will a perosn who smokes a pack of cigarettes a day lose every ten years?
3.  In 1908, a law was passed in New York City making it illegal for who to smoke?
4.   A person who smokes will have ____ times more many wrinkles than a nonsmoker.

Answers: 1. A girl; 2.  Two; 3. Women; 4. Ten times

Smoking Word Search
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