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BY TRACI TAYLOR
For the UAS Whalesong

Counseling Student Services and Student Gov-
ernment jointly recognize how long winters and 
shorter days in Southeast Alaska can affect students’ 
energy levels, concentration, and overall academic 
performance. Student Government is funding the 
purchase of portable SAD lights. Light therapy 

can help the body raise levels of melatonin and 
serotonin; chemicals found to boost the immune 
system, offset stress, and stay alert. Portable SAD 
lights will soon be available for student checkout 
in the Counseling Center. If you are interested in 
being added to the request list for SAD light check 
out or want more information on Seasonal Affec-
tive Disorder, visit the UAS Counseling Center in 
Lower Mourant.UAS in Brief
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 —UAS in Brief —
Coming soon to UAS: Seasonal 
Affective Disorder (SAD) lights

BY TRACI TAYLOR
For the UAS Whalesong

A note from a fellow student:
Have trouble studying because there are too many 

distractions?  Do you find yourself singing along to 
your “focus” music and not learning as much as a re-
sult?  Are you stressed out or having trouble sleeping?  
As a student, I have found myself in similar situations.  
I have learned that white noise can help you stay fo-
cused and drown out noise. If you think white, pink, 
or brown noise will help keep you focused, this web-
site will provide you with the sounds you need: www.
simplynoise.com. If you are like me and white noise is 

more distraction than aid, spa-like music might be a 
better option.  I wasn’t too keen on this at first, but af-
ter giving it a shot, I have found that some sounds keep 
me calm, while others help me stay focused.  At www.
soundsleeping.com, you get to create your own mixers 
of relaxing music and sound.  Does the sound of ocean 
waves, crickets, or campfires calm your nerves?  If not, 
there are many more sounds to choose from! Do you 
focus better watching South Park or listening to a cat 
purr?  Both of these websites are free so if you don’t 
have the funds to get noise cancelling headphones or 
a CD of relaxing sounds, don’t worry about it.  Just 
go to one of the above mentioned websites for free, 
calming sounds!

Tips on how to find an aural 
study aid that works for you
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Week of the living dead at UAS
BY JUSTIN PARISH
For the UAS Whalesong

We should have known better. 
After the first zombie outbreak 

in Spring 2012 claimed more 
than 90% of the participants, we 
should have known that it would 
only get worse. This year 180 
brave students and faculty risked 
their lives, their friendships and 
their time to play Humans vs. 
Zombies. I was amongst them 
and, like all but two, I fell.

MONDAY, OCT. 8, 7 PM.
Nearly two hundred students 

gathered in the Rec Center, wait-
ing for an epidemic. The room 
thrummed with distrust and ap-
prehension. Some students fled 
before seeing the taped confes-
sion of an anonymous scientist.  
The rest dispersed as soon as it 
was done.  At least so I assume; I 
was the third out the door.

Monday night passed with only 
four casualties. Tuesday, and still 
the horde was less substantially 
smaller than the human contin-
gent. But by Wednesday night we 
had again learnt the feeling of fear.

Who turned the tide against 
humanity? In a word: traitors.  

Elizabeth Bolling, a Junior 
studying political science, has 
bright, lively eyes, voluminous 
brown hair and 13 official tags.  
I approached her to ask the secret 
to her success.

She explained, “I’m not very 
fast, but I’m very quiet and I can 
hide behind very small things.  
Patience. Patience is what I attri-
bute it to.”

Monday night, she walked 
into the darkness and called out 
to the monsters therein. Yorel, 
the Original Zombie, approached 
her warily, confusion writ upon 
his face. At her express request, 
she was inducted into the legions 
of the undead.

Accused of betraying human-
ity, she simply said, “Being a zom-
bie is a lot more fun than being a 
human. Being a human is just sort 
of time consuming.  Besides I’d 
rather chase people.”  She added 
that she’ll probably do it again.

Mark Sullivan, a Sophomore 
Nursing major and Private 1st 
Class, was another who willingly 
turned against his fellow humans.  
He finished with 11 registered 
tags and even more unregistered.  
He and fellow soldier Brice Har-
vey changed sides hoping to re-
invigorate the zombie horde and 
“to get the game rolling.” Despite 
the displeasure of their human 
friends, they certainly succeeded.

Mark credited military train-
ing in his successful ambushes 
and assaults. When the last or-
ganized band of survivors ap-
proached the Noyes Pavilion, he 
planned the assault that broke its 
cohesion.

“The humans came in a wedge 
on the final mission. ... I had 
zombies, one small group ap-
proach on one side, and attack 
and told them to kick and yell 
and make as much noise as pos-
sible. Yell out the human com-
mands to confuse them so that 
they couldn’t get their own com-
mands out to themselves. They 
didn’t have a distinct leader and 
I knew that.

“(The humans) weren’t very 
disciplined. So the ones that were 
supposed to be covering secu-
rity in the opposite direction got 
scared and turned around ... Then 
I instructed a larger group to hit 
the other side … with about 11 
zombies or so we killed about 20 
or 25 humans.”

Andre Bunton and John Clark 
were part of that group. When it 
broke, and they saw their com-
panions dying in the rain all 
around, they pressed onwards.  
Andre described the experience.

“We weren’t thinking very 
much, we were just, like, staying 
together and being terrified ... It 
was just a big combobulation ... I 
was surprised I didn’t get tagged.”

They soon stood in the dim 
light of the Noyes Pavilion, on 
a small area designated as a safe 
zone as the last of their fellows 
died around them.

Charles McKenry II came the 
closest to joining them, non-
chalantly walking to within ten 
feet of the safe zone before be-
ing bumped into by a zombie. As 
many skilled survivors have said, 
“Low profile is key.”

I found the zombies to be con-
spicuously well-mannered, even 
those that kept me corralled in 

knee deep water until I fell before 
their repeated assaults.

The apocalypse party was quite 
pleasant, sweetened by the congrat-
ulations of one of my victims, and 
made savory by the stories shared.

Former moderator and future 
player Jeton said, “A lot of people 
made connections that they’ll 
carry into life after the apoca-
lypse.”  He looks forward to test-
ing his skills in the Spring.

In sum, the HvZ bout was a 
smashing success, rich in drama 
and adventure, the surface of 
which I have only scratched.

ADDITIONAL NOTES
Ask Miss Bolling about her 

Andre-Hunt.  It was epic.

Thanks to Dawna Raidmae, 
stalwart sock ninja, who offering 
sandwiches to humans to save them 
the risk of going to the cafeteria.

James Holzenberg, a survivor from 
the prior year, advised, “Walk softly 
and carry a big [REDACTED].”

John Clark holds the unique 
distinction of having survived 
both UAS HvZ games. Consider 
that a challenge.

NOT TO BE INCLUDED
I died knee deep in muddy 

water.   But I’ve gotten ahead of 
myself.

Displeased by my nonfeasance, 
Richard Radford, my implacable 
editor, sent me out to face the 
zombie hordes.

 Whalesong photo

“(The humans) weren’t very disciplined,” one zombie said. And yet Andre Bunton (left) and John Clark, survivors 
of this semester’s zombie games, made it to safety. For more photos, turn to page 6.



First National 
Bank Alaska 
donates to UAS

For the sixth consecutive year, 
First National Bank Alaska has sup-
ported the Getting Ready for College 
program at the University of Alaska 
Southeast with a gift of $26,000. 
The goal of the program is to educate 
students (grades 5-12) in rural South-
east Alaska on the positive lifetime 
economic impact of continuing their 
education past high school.

The program strives to help stu-
dents prepare for success after high 
school by providing training and 
resources to students, their families 
and local education professionals. In 
2011, UAS staff delivered the pro-
gram to more than 1,500 students lo-
cated in 17 communities throughout 
Southeast. This year the program will 
be extended to include Bethel.

UAS Vice Chancellor for Enroll-
ment Management Joseph Nelson 
said, “The big message we hope to 
convey is that getting a college educa-
tion is an investment worth making: 
people with a college education have 
better job opportunities, earn more 
money, and develop skills and knowl-
edge that can never be taken away. 
However, what many families don’t 
understand is that preparing for col-
lege doesn’t begin during a student’s 
junior or senior year of high school - it 
begins when a student first sets foot in 
school, and it continues through mid-
dle school and high school. We want 
students to know that a college educa-
tion is worth the effort and that help 
is available to them. We are thrilled to 
have a partner like FNBA help us get 
out this important message.”

First National Bank Alaska is Alas-
kan-owned and operated since 1922 
with ATMs and 30 branches in 18 
communities throughout the state.

—
UAS 

in 
Brief 

—
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Study abroad: Herding reindeer in Russia
BY ACADEMIC EXCHANGE 
AND STUDY ABROAD
For the UAS Whalesong

West of the Ural Mountains, 
and north of the Arctic Circle, 
the Komi Republic of Russia is 
home to businessmen, villagers, 
and reindeer herders. To most, 
it’s a world too isolated and for-
eign and few have the opportu-
nity of discovering it. Sabrina Ja-
vier however, was encouraged by 
a UAS faculty to participate in a 
summer abroad program focusing 
on in-the-field research. This al-
lowed her to experience firsthand 
the lifestyles of this arctic soci-
ety. Sabrina studies Anthropol-
ogy at the University of Alaska 
Southeast and is most passionate 
about environmental anthropol-
ogy through ethnographies and 
participant observation. She is 
fascinated with Arctic and cir-
cumpolar culture, and jumped on 
the opportunity to travel to Rus-
sia and participate in an interna-
tional program learning along-
side Komi reindeer herders. The 
Academic Exchange and Study 
Abroad staff interviewed her af-

terwards to learn more.

Why did you choose this 
program location?

Russia is a large country with 
vast ecological features and an 
intense history.  I feel that stu-
dents in the U.S. aren’t given the 
opportunity to learn much about 
Russia, especially since the Cold 
War. Russia to me is a long lost 
place full of wonders that I only 
hear about in books or movies.  It 
was a great experience to actually 
be part of it.

What was your most vivid 
memory?

The best part of the summer 
field school was during our time 
out in the Russian tundra with 
reindeer herders, watching and 
participating in their daily activi-
ties.  Falling asleep and waking up 
to full sunlight (we were above the 
Arctic Circle) was something that 
I have never experienced before. 

What was the most positive 
aspect of your academic experi-
ence? 

I learned a lot about Russian 

history … stuff that I wasn’t 
taught in grade school, and it 
gave me a better perspective on 
Russian people and culture. I was 
also able to apply what I learned 
in the UAS classroom to the real 
world, such as cultural anthro-
pology theories, in addition to 
interviewing locals and field note 
writing.

How do you think this expe-
rience better prepares you for 
your future?

Yes! I feel like my ethnograph-
ic research skills from this field 
school better prepare me for fu-
ture graduate research in Russia 
and also gave me a greater respect 
for people who might be cultur-
ally different than me.

What would you have 
changed if you could?

I would’ve taken the opportu-
nity to learn more about Russian 
history, as it is relevant to several 
places I visited while in the Komi 
Republic, and I also would’ve 
taken more time to learn Russian 
language  — even a few phrases — 
before I left.

Anything else you have to say 
about your experience?

I would highly recommend 
this field school to students in-
terested in cultural anthropology 
and I encourage students to par-
ticipate in a study away program 

and try new things!

Don’t miss Sabrina’s Travelogue 
presentation about her experience in 
Russia, during International Edu-
cation Week on Nov. 13 from noon-
1 p.m. (location to be announced).

 photo provided by Academic Exchange And Study Abroad

UAS student Sabrina Javier poses with reindeer in the Komi Republic of 
Russia. Javier spent the summer abroad as part of the school’s Academic 
Exchange and Study Abroad program.

Third Annual International Education Week (IEW) Coming Soon!
BY ACADEMIC EXCHANGE 
AND STUDY ABROAD
For the UAS Whalesong

Do you know what saffron is 
and what it is used for? Where 
does the game of chess come from? 
What does yaakoos mean? Where 
is Belarus? During the week of 
Nov. 12-16 you will have an op-
portunity to obtain the answers to 
these questions and more!

In 2009, as a joint initiative 

through the U.S. Department 
of Education and the U.S. De-
partment of State, International 
Education Week was created to 
emphasize global understanding 
and international awareness.  The 
week celebrates the benefits of 
international education and ex-
change worldwide, and introduces 
students to culture and traditions 
through a variety of social, educa-
tional and service programming. 
The Academic Exchange office 

with support from the Global Con-
nections club and a star committee 
of staff, faculty and students are 
preparing for and looking forward 
to this exciting week of creative 
cultural expression and learning.

So, come join us in the cafete-
ria to embrace and engage in the 
third annual International Educa-
tion Week event!  You may brush 
up your world language skills or 
just learn a few phrases. You may 
sit and enjoy music, socialize with 

a friend, or try your hand at a 
game.  Take a look at the faces of 
fellow students, staff and faculty 
on their travels. Learn about some 
of our diverse and interesting in-
ternational colleagues and friends. 

Throughout the week lunch 
menus will focus on regional cui-
sine from around the globe, and a 
Paris café will offer French chees-
es, bread and pastries. A bake sale 
with specialty desserts will raise 
funds for the mailing of school 

supplies, toys and other items to 
children around the world. And 
several students and staff will 
share their experiences abroad 
through Travelogue presentations. 
Most events will occur in the caf-
eteria from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. A 
schedule of the week’s events will 
be posted on bulletin boards and 
on the UAS event calendar. Don’t 
miss this is opportunity to learn 
more about our world and the 
UAS community!
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UAS
vs.

Evil

photo (above and below by Henry Masters. All other images property of Whalesong staff

The UAS campus put on their bloody best this year for Hallow-
een. From the costume contest at the Halloween Dance at the Rec 
Center on Oct. 27. Best Group Costume: (Top left): Kaycie Thomp-
son (left) and Heather LaVerne. Scariest Costume: (Bottom left): 
Richard Carter.
Below right and opposite page: Some of the nearly 200 students 
who participated in this semester’s Human vs. Zombies game (see 
article on page 3).
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Zombies ate my campus
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BY DANÉL GRIFFIN
For the UAS Whalesong

Werner Herzog’s “Nosferatu: Phan-
tom der Nacht” (1979. literal transla-
tion: “Phantom of the Night”) begins 
with unbroken close-ups of the famous 
mummies of Guanajuato, Mexico, 
notable for the uncomfortably lifelike 
preservation of their individual details 
— clothes are still intact, facial expres-
sions are unique and varied, and, in 
some cases, hair and fingernails linger. 
They are eerie in the way that they ap-
pear nearly alive in their death, with 
their faces and postures twisted as if 
locked forever in quiet screams. We see 
these images in vivid detail, and we can 
almost hear their moans from the Oth-
er Side. After lingering on these faces 
for so long that we grow unsettled, 
Herzog then cuts to a dreamy, slowed 
down image of a vampire bat in mid-
flight. The implication is clear: This is 
a film about vampires, who likewise 
appear nearly alive in their death, and 
Herzog has no intention of painting 
the typical, attractive picture of rug-
gedly dashing undead.

The contorted, mummified re-
mains inform every frame of the Ger-
man director’s update of F.W. Mur-
nau’s silent chiller “Nosferatu” (1922); 
they make clear that Herzog’s first or-
der of business is to strip death of all 
the romantic glory attributed to it in 
every vampire film since that first silent 
“Dracula” adaptation. Max Schreck, 
who played the Count for Murnau 
(named Orlock in the original due to 
copyright issues, but no matter), was a 
tall, rat-faced figure who was certainly 
nobody’s idea of a dashing aristocrat. 
He lurched about the soundstage awk-
wardly like the crooked man who lived 
in a crooked house, his bug eyes and 
pointed, bald head making him look 
like the epitome of a revolting old gee-
zer. It is no surprise that the heroine is 
repulsed by his presence rather than 
seduced — has there ever been a less 

attractive screen vampire?
Well, yes: Klaus Kinski, who plays 

the role for Herzog, manages to be 
both revolting and pathetic. The mis-
ery is absolutely required in this 1979 
remake, because it serves as compensa-
tion for all of the romantic Draculas 
who came in between the two grue-
somely gaunt German interpretations. 
Seduction was the crucial element 
when the role belonged to Bela Lugosi, 
John Carradine, and Christopher Lee 
(and, for that matter, Gary Oldman in 
the 1992 version): Yes, Dracula sucked 
your blood, but it’s kind of thrilling 
that a tall, dark and handsome man 
would take such interest in you. Vam-
pirism doesn’t seem so bad when you 
get to look gorgeously gothic, and 
eternal life as an undead slave never 
seemed so sexy. The same year as Her-
zog’s “Nosferatu,” Universal Pictures 
themselves revived Dracula with Frank 
Langella in the lead; it was a perfectly 
acceptable genre film, high on produc-
tion values and eroticism but decidedly 
low on unease and dread. Dracula was 
now an archetypal romantic à la James 
Bond, and it was considered a compli-
ment to be cast in the part.

Herzog’s Dracula couldn’t agree 
less. Under no conditions would any-
one want to be the kind of vampire 
we encounter in this film, including 
the evil Count himself. Kinski sports 
a hunched back, a naked scalp, rat 
ears, pasty flesh, and a hideously tragic 
glower that winces when he sucks 
blood, as if it tastes like sour milk. “To 
live forever in the dark is the worst fate 
I could imagine,” Dracula rasps sadly, 
and we believe him. The only person 
who seems to have any exhilaration 
with being a vampire here is mad old 
Renfield (Roland Topor), who is last 
seen cackling into the night as he leads 
an army of plague-infested rats north, 
some of which we presume he will de-
vour himself; this isn’t exactly the thrill-
ing life of an undead being that audi-
ence members would want to emulate.

It goes without saying that Nosfera-
tu efficiently contributes to Herzog’s 
general obsession with the chaos of the 
universe. Nothing is ever romantic in 
his vision of the cosmos, even the most 
beautiful places of nature. For Herzog, 
especially in his early work, every as-

pect of the world points to its damna-
tion of the human race. In “Aguirre, 
the Wrath of God” and “Fitzcarraldo,” 
for example, he sees man’s ambition 
as our hopeless doom, and the jungle 
becomes our prison. In “Grizzly Man,” 
he sees indifference and boredom in 
the eyes of the animals that activist 
Timothy Treadwell swore to protect. I 
think he sees the same indifference in 
the eyes of Count Dracula, except his 
very nature has become his own pris-
on. When he gets around to the classic 
line, “Children of the Night — what 
music they make,” it sounds less like 
a declaration and more like a lamen-

tation from a misplaced soul who has 
long since lost the ability to express 
himself in any way except as a human 
leech.

The film follows a variation of the 
Bram Stoker novel that audiences have 
been seeing since the 1922 film: Jona-
than Harker (Bruno Ganz) is a real 
estate salesman sent to Transylvania to 
finalize Dracula’s purchase of a house 
in westernized Europe (London usu-
ally, Wismar here). Jonathan’s beauti-
ful wife Lucy (Isabelle Adjani) has a 
bad feeling and cautions him, but he 
insists they need the money. He thus 
sets off, and you know what happens 
next: He arrives in rural Transylvania, 
and villagers caution him not to go to 
Castle Dracula. “There is no castle, 
only ruins,” a gypsy warns him. “Only 
ghosts live there, and to enter into the 
castle, you must cross into the ghost 
world.” These early scenes play like 
parody, in which all the superstitious 
villagers grow silent and melodramati-
cally turn toward Harker when he 
dares utter the name Dracula. But this 
particular dialogue is an important 
signpost: The next several scenes show 
Harker traveling on foot to the castle, 
and Herzog shoots them with the 
quietly ominous, surrealist qualities of 
the jungle in Aguirre, indicating that 
this poor man, who we know is soon 
to be Dracula’s victim, is slowly but 
surely crossing into another realm of 
existence and, indeed, another type of 
vampire film that will soon abandon 
the campy familiarities.

When Kinski’s Dracula reveals 
himself for the first time, he stands 
in a doorway silhouetted against a 
dim light. His long, bony fingers are 
perched like claws, and he wears a 
hat that makes his head look like a 
vague but clearly inhuman object. 
We zero in on him; as his form be-
comes clearer, we realize that Herzog 
has literally transformed Dracula into 
a human rat: Kinski’s own snout-like 
nose is accentuated by the prosthetics 

on his ears and the dark cloak draped 
clumsily around him. When he stalks 
Harker, he does not do it with the 
swift efficiency of Christopher Lee, 
but rather with the nervous jerks of a 
rodent keenly aware that a cat might 
be in the other room. This is a Dracu-
la that above all else moves on his feet, 
who scrambles like a rodent from one 
location to the next. He doesn’t float, 
doesn’t turn into a bat, only skirts and 
growls. He gives the general impres-
sion not of refined aristocracy, but 
dirtiness and disease.

Harker’s own explorations around 
the castle accentuate the infested word 
of these phantoms. He hears the screech-
ing of a violin, which we see is played 
by the ghost of a small child standing 
in a doorway. The music echoes down 
the corridor, shrill and maddening. 
Harker’s room is dusty and unkempt. 
Dracula himself looks as if he hasn’t left 
the shadowed walls of this castle since 
the beginning of his undead career. 
And rats seem to tumble out of every 
crack. The overall effect is decidedly 
otherwordly, but it also accomplishes 
something more: It represents a chilling 
decay that the classy Hammer produc-
tions basically abandoned and that the 
Universal films were too sanitized to 
truly reveal. And Coppola’s castle in the 
1992 film is a supreme exercise in art 
design that constantly draws attention 
to itself. This castle, this world in which 
Dracula inhabits — it’s not staggeringly 
creepy, it’s not foreboding in its gothic 
details. It’s… stale and dead and down-
right uninhabitable. The most memo-
rable piece of artwork on display is a 
clock with a skull its roof; when the bell 
tolls, the Grim Reaper emerges from 
a door on its side and slides across the 
hour hands. Dracula observes the clock 
smugly, as if he shares an unspoken se-
cret with its gloomy mechanizations.

UAS ON FILM
‘Nosferatu’ remake worth a second look

 PLEASE SEE ‘NOSFERATU’
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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In Stoker’s novel and most of the 
subsequent films, after Dracula flees 
to civilization, he slowly turns un-
suspecting young woman into his 
slaves and thus implements a quiet 
plan of attack. Dracula lacks any 
such subtlety here: An army of rats 
accompany him, and with them the 
plague. The second half of “Nos-
feratu” is devoted primarily to im-
ages typical of Herzog’s cinematic vi-
sion: The town’s human population 
dwindles as the rats increase, and the 
desolation spreads so quickly that 
the residents begin to move about in 
a dreamlike state, dancing madly in 
the streets and celebrating their im-
pending doom. Death’s dance moves 
about almost in celebration in im-
ages that bring “The Seventh Seal” to 
mind. A moment when Lucy joins a 
rich family at a dinner table for their 
last meal (all have the plague) rivals 

the feverish lunacy of the monkey-
covered rafts in “Aguirre”: They sit to 
eat, and the scene immediately cuts 
to the dinner table after the meal; 
the seats are now empty, the humans 
have disappeared, and rats nibble on 
the remaining food. The message is 
clear: Vampirism is a terrible disease 
and only a slow, agonizing death 
comes from it.

By the time Dr. Van Helsing (Wal-
ter Ladengast), steps in to finish off the 
Count (who by now has already been 
rendered powerless by Lucy, as in the 
1922 version), he comes across as a 
weary physician performing a mercy 
killing. The fearless vampire hunter 
once played in furious overdrive by Pe-
ter Cushing is still fearless, but only be-
cause he isn’t presented with anything 
to necessarily fear. The town is already 
destroyed and he probably has the 
plague himself, so the good doctor has 
no one left to save and nothing in par-
ticular to lose. For that matter, Dracula 
is not the dominant presence of Chris-
topher Lee, who would crush all those 

who defy him: Kinski’s vampire, now 
imprisoned by the rays of the sun, is 
merely a trapped rat, and Van Helsing 
is an exterminator.

Herzog’s vision is worth compar-
ing to George A. Romero’s vampire 
masterpiece “Martin” (1977), which 
similarly cast vampires in a more ques-
tionable, sympathetic role. That film 
features a troubled young man who 
grows up being taught by his supersti-
tious family that he was a vampire, and 
he therefore does what he can to fulfill 
the role. Like Herzog, Romero borrows 
vampire traditions and uses them to re-
alize the gloominess of such a life. The 
difference is that Herzog works within 
the framework of established tradi-
tions and uses them as a springboard 
to invent unique images surrounding 
the vampire; Romero, with a hero who 
is never sure of the authenticity of his 
supernatural power, creates his own 
rules on vampirism but nevertheless 
maintains images and archetypes that 
the old Universal films firmly planted 
in our popular culture. Both films play 

against the standard vampire myth and 
ask us to take the undead curse quite 
seriously without requiring us to keep 
our tongues planted in our cheeks. I’ve 
seen enough vampire films to know 
that among sound-era pictures, no 
others have better covered this subject. 
Watch them both.

Before making this film, Herzog 
had already established his admiration 
for Murnau’s original. Along with Fritz 
Lang (of “Metropolis”), Murnau was 
one of the great expressionistic direc-
tors of the silent era, and his Nosferatu 
is still probably the best of the Dracula 
films, and certainly is the best silent 
horror film of them all (sorry, Lon 
Chaney). It’s most notable ingredient 
today is that it is the Dracula before the 
clichés that established him in popular 
culture — a film that invented con-
ventions instead of having dozens from 
which to borrow.

Several shots from Herzog’s film 
indeed pay homage to Murnau, but 
I wouldn’t call it a completely faithful 
remake per se because it is clearly work-

ing off of Herzog’s own obsessions with 
man’s contributions in nature’s chaos. 
Kinski might emulate Schreck’s appear-
ance, but certainly his pathetic menace 
is Herzog’s own invention. Schreck was 
hideous because he is menacing; Kinski 
seems menacing because he recognizes 
his own hideousness and is content to 
make the world feel the desolation that 
he experiences every day. If Murnau’s 
film created conventions from which 
other vampire films built, Herzog re-
sets them with this remake, so that im-
ages that should feel so familiar to us 
seem unfamiliar and unsettling again. 
It is ironic that it took the recycling 
of cinema’s original Dracula to recast 
him in such an unexpected light, and 
we must credit to Herzog for being 
insightful enough to see that this is ex-
actly what was required.

Danél Griffin is a UAS Adjunct 
Professor of English. This review origi-
nally appeared on his blog: http://
uashome.alaska.edu/~dfgriffin/website.

‘NOSFERATU’
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Devil’s Club heats up Rec Center event
BY DANNY PETERSON
For the UAS Whalesong

The UAS Recreation Center film 
premier of “Sunny” by Level One Pro-
ductions on Saturday, Oct. 20 brought 
Eaglecrest discounted season passes 
and live music to students. The event 
marks the third year that the Rec Cen-
ter screened a Level One Productions 
film. The film features urban settings 
from around the globe, with mostly 
skiing scenes.

Recreation Manager Phil Paramore 
said that this year’s event shined.

“Everybody told me that they 
thought it was a really successful event 
and they had a really good time,” he 
said.

Although the Eaglecrest numbers 
have not been released, Paramore says 
he’s received positive feedback from 
them about the student pass sales.

That isn’t surprising consider-

ing around 175 people came by 
throughout the course of the eve-
ning, with more than 100 seated 
during the screening. This year was 
also the first time the premier fea-
tured a music component before-
hand. Live music by local band The 
Devil’s Club drew people in as early 
as 7 p.m. The duo had an hour-long 
set of blues, with local musicians 
Sammy Burrous on the guitar and 
C. Scott Fry on stand-up bass. The 
music and atmosphere took on a 
cool vibe, with blistering Hendrix-
style solos by Burrous melting the 
ice every so often.

Paramore engineered the lighting 
and sound design for the music, using 
skills he learned in that profession. He 
served as events supervisor at Centen-
nial Hall in Juneau for six years.

“I’ve always been interested in mu-
sic and most of what I learned I learned 
by supervising the events at Centennial 

Hall,” he said.
He only does the stage engineer-

ing at the Rec Center on occasion for 
smaller events.

“If we’re gonna have a big show and 
the primary focus is the music, then I 
try to have Mark Alton come in and do 
the sound. He’s a professional sound 
guy here in town,” he said. 

Paramore has done the sound de-
sign for several concerts featuring Bur-
rous, along with other musicians. He 
decided to spice up the film premier 
this year with music.

“I’ve gotten to know Sam over the 
past year and I asked him if he was 
available and he was,” Paramore said. 
“So we added the music event this year 
and it worked out really well.”

For more information about upcom-
ing UAS Rec Center events call the front 
desk at 907-794-6944. For Eaglecrest 
questions call 907-790-2000.

 photo by Danny Peterson

The Devil’s Club’s Sammy Burrous (right) on the guitar and C. Scott Fry on 
stand-up bass. The band lit up the UAS Rec Center on Oct. 20.
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Halloween Contest Judging, noon, 
Mourant Cafeteria. There will be 
judging, and announcing of winners 
at noon in the cafeteria followed 
by a hot dog eating contest. As 
always there will be prizes for best 
costumes, and best decorated offices. 
Sponsored by the UAS Student 
Government. Details: 796-6517 or 
slbail@uas.alaska.edu.
Exercise: Resistance Training In-
terval, noon-1 p.m., Rec Center. 
Join Fran during your lunch break 
for resistance training interval. 
Details: 796-6544 or rec_center@
uas.alaska.edu.
Meeting: G.S.A. Club, 3 p.m., 
Mourant Bldg Room: NRSC, 1st 
Floor. All Students, Faculty and Staff 
welcome to join us! For more infor-
mation about the meetings & GSA 
please contact Kolene James. Details: 
796.6043 or nrsc@uas.alaska.edu.

THURSDAY, NOV. 1
Native Olympics Demonstration, 
noon, Mourant Bldg Room: Cafe. 
Wooch.een students and guests 
demonstrating and explaining 
the history and context of various 
events. All students welcome! Coor-
dinated by Wooch.een, sponsored 
by NRSC, PITAAS. Details: 796-
6043 or nrsc@uas.alaska.edu.
Film: “Gasland,” 5:30 p.m., Egan 
Lecture Hall (112). “Gasland” is a 
2010 American documentary film 
written and directed by Josh Fox. 
The film focuses on communities 
in the United States impacted by 
natural gas drilling and, specifically, 
a stimulation method known as 
hydraulic fracturing. Free admis-
sion. Part of the Environmental Film 
Series. Details: 796-6588 or sjray@
uas.alaska.edu.
Knitting Nights, 7 p.m., Rec Center. 
Join us, beginner or advanced for 
knitting, purling, increasing/decreas-

ing, and chatting or just learn what 
these things mean. Details: 796-6544 
or rec_center@uas.alaska.edu.

FRIDAY, NOV. 2
Wooch.een Meeting, 4:15 p.m., 
Mourant Bldg Room: NRSC, 
1st Floor. Our mission is to work 
closely with the University and 
community organizations to foster 
a better understanding of our states 
wonderful tribes and promotes an 
awareness of our states cultural and 
social issues. Details: 796-6454 or 
jywe@uas.alaska.edu.
Talk: “What Shall We Do with our 
Histories?,” 7 p.m., Egan Lecture 
Hall (112). This address, delivered by 
Ernestine Hayes, Assistant Profes-
sor of English, at venues such as 
the 2012 Association for the Study 
of Literature and the Environment 
Conference and the International 
Polar Year gathering presents the 
recent history of Lingit Aani and 
examines its relevance to current 
circumstances from a perspective 
unfamiliar to commonly held beliefs. 
Part of the Evening at Egan lecture 
series. Details: www.uas.alaska.edu/
eganlecture/index.html.
Art: First Friday Artist Gallery, 7-8 
p.m., Rec Center. Details: 796-6544 
or rec_center@uas.alaska.edu.
 

SATURDAY, NOV. 3
Native Olympics Competition, 2 
p.m., Rec Center Gym. Wooch.een 
students and guests competing in 
various events. All students welcome! 
Coordinated by Wooch.een, spon-
sored by NRSC, PITAAS. Details: 
796.6043 or nrsc@uas.alaska.edu.

MONDAY, NOV. 5
Exercise: Resistance Train-
ing Interval, noon-1 p.m., Rec 
Center. Join Fran during your 
lunch break for resistance training 
interval. Details: 796-6544 or 
rec_center@uas.alaska.edu.
Do It Yourself Craft Night, 7 p.m., 
Rec Center. Details: 796-6544 or 

rec_center@uas.alaska.edu.

TUESDAY, NOV. 6
Election Day! Student Government 
will be providing transportation to 
polling places on Nov. 6.
Exercise: Intro to the Weight 
Room, 4 p.m., Rec Center. Join 
Fran for an introduction to the 
weight room. Details: 796-6544 or 
rec_center@uas.alaska.edu.
Exercise: Drop in Cycling (Spin-
ning), 5:15-6:15 p.m., Rec Center. 
Join Fran for spinning. Come early 
for a choice bike! Details: 796-6544 
or rec_center@uas.alaska.edu.
Knitting Nights, 7 p.m., Rec Cen-
ter. Join us, beginner or advanced for 
knitting, purling, increasing/decreas-
ing, and chatting or just learn what 
these things mean. Details: 796-6544 
or rec_center@uas.alaska.edu.
Film: “On the Ice,” 7: 30 p.m., 
Egan Lecture Hall (112). In this 
engrossing and suspenseful feature 
film debut by filmmaker Andrew 
Okpeaha MacLean, two teenage boys 
who have grown up like brothers go 
about their lives in the comfortable 
claustrophobia of an isolated Alaskan 
town. Early one morning, teenagers 
Qalli and Aivaaq find their bond 
tested when a seal-hunting trip goes 
tragically wrong. With their future 
in the balance, they are forced to 
explore the limits of friendship and 
honor. Featuring breakout perfor-
mances by Josiah Patkotak and Frank 
Qutuq Irelan. Part of the AK Film 
Series. Details: 796-6454 or nrsc@
uas.alaska.edu.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 7
Exercise: Resistance Train-
ing Interval, noon-1 p.m., Rec 
Center. Join Fran during your 
lunch break for resistance training 
interval. Details: 796-6544 or 
rec_center@uas.alaska.edu.
Meeting: G.S.A. Club, 3 p.m., 
Mourant Bldg Room: NRSC, 1st 
Floor. All Students, Faculty and Staff 
welcome to join us! For more infor-

mation about the meetings & GSA 
please contact Kolene James. Details: 
796.6043 or nrsc@uas.alaska.edu.
Wednesday Workshop : “Visiting 
Home/Dealing with Family,” 4-5 
p.m., Egan Classroom Wing Room 
115. It’s almost time for the holidays, 
which means it’s almost time to go 
back home. Excited? Scared? Nervous? 
Come learn more about how to make 
your home visits with your family 
more enjoyable and less stressful. 
Come join us! Details: 796-6000 or 
uas.info@uas.alaska.edu.
Talk: “Wildlife Wednesday,” 7 
p.m., UAS Glacier View Room 
(Egan 221). Michelle Ridgway, 
marine ecologist and chair of the 
Alaska Explorers Club, will be 
presenting Alaskan Student Ocean 
Discoveries - Technology, Coastal 
Schools, and Traditional Knowl-
edge Drive Marine Science Camp 
Success. Free, open to the public, 
and coffee, hot tea, and home-
made sweets.

THURSDAY, NOV. 8
Salsa Dancing, 7 p.m., Rec Center. 
No experience needed. Come meet 
new people! Details: 796-6544 or 
rec_center@uas.alaska.edu.
Knitting Nights, 7 p.m., Rec Center. 
Join us, beginner or advanced for 
knitting, purling, increasing/decreas-
ing, and chatting or just learn what 
these things mean. Details: 796-6544 
or rec_center@uas.alaska.edu.

FRIDAY, NOV. 9
Wooch.een Meeting, 4:15 p.m., 
Mourant Bldg Room: NRSC, 1st 
Floor. Our mission is to work closely 
with the University and community 
organizations to foster a better un-
derstanding of our states wonderful 
tribes and promotes an awareness of 
our states cultural and social issues. 
Details: 796-6454 or jywe@uas.
alaska.edu.
Talk: “Human-Caribou Relations 
from a First Nation’s Perspective,” 7 
p.m., Egan Library. Randall Tetlichi, 

Vuntut Gwitch’in First Nation 
Elder in Residence. Yukon College 
faculty member Randall Tetlichi is an 
esteemed teacher, community healer, 
and tradition bearer, featured in the 
2012 UAS One Campus One Book 
selection, “Being Caribou,” by Karsten 
Heuer. Randall will talk about how 
each of us can make a difference by 
paying attention. Instead of just co-
existing, he suggests, it is now time for 
all nations to exist with and depend 
on each other. Part of the Evening at 
Egan lecture series. Details: www.uas.
alaska.edu/eganlecture/index.html.

MONDAY, NOV. 12
Spring 2013 Registration Begins. 
Spring priority registration for 
program students. Details: www.uas.
alaska.edu/schedule/spring.
Exercise: Resistance Train-
ing Interval, noon-1 p.m., Rec 
Center. Join Fran during your 
lunch break for resistance training 
interval. Details: 796-6544 or 
rec_center@uas.alaska.edu.

TUESDAY, NOV. 13
Exercise: Intro to the Weight 
Room, 4 p.m., Rec Center. Join 
Fran for an introduction to the 
weight room. Details: 796-6544 or 
rec_center@uas.alaska.edu.
Exercise: Drop in Cycling (Spin-
ning), 5:15-6:15 p.m., Rec Center. 
Join Fran for spinning. Come early 
for a choice bike! Details: 796-6544 
or rec_center@uas.alaska.edu.
Knitting Nights, 7 p.m., Rec 
Center. Join us, beginner or 
advanced for knitting, purl-
ing, increasing/decreasing, and 
chatting or just learn what these 
things mean. Details: 796-6544 or 
rec_center@uas.alaska.edu.
Film: “The Yup’ik Way,” 7:30 
p.m., Egan Lecture Hall (112). 
Filmmaker Beth Edwards captures 
elders and youth navigating their 
way through two worlds. Part of 
the Alaska film series. Details: 
uas.alaska.edu/ak-film-series.

Campus Calendar
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Movie: Not-So-Silent Films & 
Playboy Spacemen present “Nos-
feratu” (1922), 6:30 p.m. & 8 p.m., 
Gold Town Nickelodeon. One of the 
silent era’s most influential master-
pieces, “Nosferatu”’s eerie, gothic feel 
— and a chilling performance from 
Max Shrek as the vampire — set the 
template for the horror films that fol-
lowed.  This very special evening will 
be presented with an original, live mu-
sical accompaniment by Bridget and 
George Kuhar of Playboy Spacemen! 
Details: www.goldtownnick.com.
Movie: “Halloween,” 10:30 p.m., 
Gold Town Nickelodeon. Details: 
www.goldtownnick.com.

THURSDAY, NOV. 1
Movie: “Samsara”, 7 p.m., Gold 
Town Nickelodeon. Prepare yourself 
for an unparalleled sensory experi-
ence. This film reunites director Ron 
Fricke and producer Mark Magidson, 
whose award-winning films “Baraka” 
and “Chronos” were acclaimed for 
combining visual and musical artistry. 
Details: www.goldtownnick.com.
Theatre: “The Tragedy of 
MacBeth,” 7:30 p.m., McPhetres 
Hall. Pay-as-you-will. Details: 
www.theatreintherough.org.

FRIDAY, NOV. 2
Theatre: “Hairspray,” 6:30 p.m., 
JDHS Auditorium. You won’t want 
to miss this terrific show, a joint pro-
duction of Juneau Lyric Opera and 
Juneau-Douglas High School. Set in 
1962 Baltimore, “Hairspray” follows 
the “pleasantly plump” teenager Tracy 
Turnblad as she pursues stardom as a 
dancer on a local TV show. Details: 
www.juneauopera.org.
Movie: “Samsara”, 7 p.m. & 9:30 
p.m., Gold Town Nickelodeon. De-
tails: www.goldtownnick.com.
Theatre: “The Tragedy of Mac-
Beth,” 7:30 p.m., McPhetres Hall. 
Details: www.theatreintherough.org.

SATURDAY, NOV. 3
60th Annual Ski Sale, 10 a.m.-1 
p.m., Centennial Hall. Winter’s 
on its way! Are you ready? The 
Juneau Ski Club and Juneau Ski 
Patrol present the always antici-
pated annual ski sale. Admission 
is $2, ages 12 and under are 
free. All transactions are by cash 
or check only. Three Eaglecrest 
Season Passes will be awarded as 
door prizes. www.skijuneau.com  
Details: www.juneauskisale.org.
Mosquito Market II, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
JACC. The Mosquito Market (a flea 
market, Alaskan style) is back by pop-
ular demand! Not in the parking lot 
of the JACC but in the Main Hall this 
time. Bring your stuff to the JACC 
to sell. Fee is $10 per table. Support 
the Ski Swap by taking your ski and 
snowboard equipment to Ski Swap 
at Centennial Hall. All items must be 
removed from the JACC at the end of 
the market. Show up and grab a table, 
or sign-up to reserve a table: http://bit.
ly/RaNhV7. Details: 586-2787.
Cycle Alaska Bicycle Clinic, 1-2 
p.m., Cycle Alaska. Cycle Alaska 
is hosting a series of free clinics for 
biking enthusiasts at their bright red 
building at 1107 W. 8th St., near 
the Douglas Bridge. This week’s 
topic “Fixing A Flat Tire” is among 
the most popular. Clinics are held 
from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. each Saturday 
through Dec. 8. For a full list of 
clinics, visit the Cycle Alaska web 
site. Details: www.cycleak.com.
Movie: “Samsara”, 2 p.m., 4 
p.m., 7 p.m. & 9:30 p.m., Gold 
Town Nickelodeon. Details: 
www.goldtownnick.com.
Music: The Hillbilly Honeys, 7:30 
p.m., Resurrection Lutheran Church 
(740 West 10th Street). Part of the 
Gold Street Music Concert Series., 
740 West 10th Street.
Theatre: “Hairspray,” 7:30 p.m., 
JDHS Auditorium. Details: www.
juneauopera.org.
Theatre: “The Tragedy of Mac-
Beth,” 7:30 p.m., McPhetres Hall. 

Details: www.theatreintherough.org.

SUNDAY, NOV. 4
Theatre: “Hairspray,” 2 p.m., 
JDHS Auditorium. Details: www.
juneauopera.org.
Movie: “Samsara”, 2 p.m., 4 p.m. 
& 7 p.m., Gold Town Nickelodeon. 
Details: www.goldtownnick.com.
Theatre: “Oklahoma!”, 7:30 
p.m., Perseverance Theatre. Pay-
as-you-can preview. Details: www.
perseverancetheatre.org.

TUESDAY, NOV. 6
Talk: Art, At.óow, and Artifacts Lec-
ture with Rosita Worl, Ph.D., noon-
1 p.m., Sealaska Plaza, 4th Floor. This 
presentation will outline and discuss 
the differences and commonalities 
among these three categories of Tlin-
git ceremonial and ancient objects. 
Bring your own lunch.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 7
Theatre: “Oklahoma!”, 7:30 
p.m., Perseverance Theatre. Pay-
as-you-can preview. Details: www.
perseverancetheatre.org.

THURSDAY, NOV. 8
Theatre: “The Tragedy of Mac-
Beth,” 7:30 p.m., McPhetres Hall. 
Details: www.theatreintherough.org.

FRIDAY, NOV. 9
Theatre: “Oklahoma!”, 7:30 p.m., 
Perseverance Theatre. Opening night. 
Join us for post-show celebration. 
Details: www.perseverancetheatre.org.
Theatre: “Hairspray,” 7:30 p.m., 

JDHS Auditorium. Details: www.
juneauopera.org.
Theatre: “The Tragedy of Mac-
Beth,” 7:30 p.m., McPhetres Hall. 
Details: www.theatreintherough.org.

SATURDAY, NOV. 10
Tot Rave!, 4:30-7:30 p.m., Douglas 
Island Pink & Chum, Inc. (DIPAC) 
Aquarium 2697 Channel Dr. A fun 
dance for children of all ages. Even 
will feature DJ White Chocolate and 
a demonstration by Complete War-
rior martial arts studio. A fundraiser 
for Gold Creek Child Development 
Center and a fun, safe event for Ju-
neau’s little ones and their parents.
Trail Mix Annual Dinner and Auc-
tion, 6-8:30 p.m., Centennial Hall. 
A gala auction to benefit Oliver Inlet 
Tram. Join Trail Mix as we celebrate 
Juneau’s trails at out annual Dinner 
and Auction. Tickets include: Buffet 
by Abby’s Kitchen, Silent and Outcry 
Auction, Music by North Coun-
try Cajun Club, Dessert Auction. 
Tickets on sale now at Hearthside 
books, JACC. Children under 7 free. 
Details: www.juneautrails.org or call 
790-6406.
Literature: Author Mary Doria 
Russell, 7 p.m., Downtown Juneau 
Public Library. You’ve read her books, 
you’ve shared with your friends, now’s 
your chance to come meet the author. 
Russell has won much acclaim from 
readers and awards world-wide 
including the British SF Best Novel, 
Arthur C. Clark Award, ALA Choice, 
and German Nebula. “What Went 
Right in Italy” is the title of Russell’s 

presentation based on her third novel, 
“A Thread of Grace.” Details: www.
marydoriarussell.info.
Theatre: “Hairspray,” 7:30 p.m., 
JDHS Auditorium. Details: www.
juneauopera.org.
Theatre: “Oklahoma!”, 7:30 p.m., 
Perseverance Theatre. Details: www.
perseverancetheatre.org.
Theatre: “The Tragedy of Mac-
Beth,” 7:30 p.m., McPhetres Hall. 
Details: www.theatreintherough.org.

SUNDAY, NOV. 11
Theatre: “The Tragedy of Mac-
Beth,” 2 p.m., McPhetres Hall. 
Details: www.theatreintherough.org.
Theatre: “Oklahoma!”, 7:30 p.m., 
Perseverance Theatre. Pay-as-you-
can performance. Details: www.
perseverancetheatre.org.
Theatre: “Hairspray,” 2:30 p.m., 
JDHS Auditorium. Details: www.
juneauopera.org.
Movie: “Hugo”, 3 p.m., Douglas 
Public Library. Family movie. Set 
in 1930s Paris, November’s movie 
is about a boy who lives in the walls 
of a train station and is wrapped up 
in a mystery involving his late father 
and an automaton. All ages welcome. 
Snacks provided by the Friends of the 
Library.
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Want us to list your event 
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whalesong@uas.alaska.edu. 
Please include “calendar 
submission” in the subject.
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