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A moment of silence for Casey Newman
The sad news has come forth 

that UAS student Casey New-
man, died accidentally over the 
Thanksgiving Holiday, while 
boating near Tenakee Springs. 
His brother, Kelly, also perished. 
The Newman family is planning 
a memorial service for next Satur-
day in Juneau. More details will 
be forthcoming in the coming 
days.

On Monday, Nov. 26 at noon, 
students and faculty were invited 
to pause and observe a moment 
of silence, wherever they were. 
There was also a gathering in the 
Courtyard in front of the Mou-
rant building at that time, for 
those who wished to be with oth-
ers.

On Monday and Tuesday, 

members of the UAS community 
stopped by a Place for Remem-
brance, in the Fireweed Room 
of the Mourant Building, where 
counseling staff was be on hand 
for support.

A celebration of Casey’s life 
will take place on Thursday, Nov. 
29 at 4:30 p.m. at the Noyes Pa-
vilion.

Members of the UAS Counsel-
ing staff are also available to indi-
viduals at this time. Please don’t 
hesitate to visit the Student Re-
source Center or call 796-6000 to 
arrange to see a counselor.

Please be sure to check the 
UAS website for additional infor-
mation throughout the week.

 
—UAS Press Release

Students, 
faculty, and 
friends gath-
ered together 
on Monday, 
Nov. 26, to 
honor the 
memory of 
UAS student 
Casey New-
man, who died 
in an acci-
dent over the 
Thanksgiving 
holiday.

photo by 

Richard Radford

 — 
UAS in Brief 

—
Honoring the 
memory of 
David Stone

Chancellor John Pugh would 
like the UAS community to be 
aware of the sudden passing of Da-
vid G. Stone on Tuesday, Nov. 20. 
Stone was a former Juneau Assem-
bly member and Deputy Mayor and 

the current Deputy Commissioner 
of the Alaska Department of Labor 
and Workforce Development.

“David was a great friend of 
UAS and, particularly, of our min-
ing program,” wrote Pugh. “He 
will be missed as a UAS Council 
member and as the Deputy Com-
missioner of Labor.”

—UAS Press Release

Waitlisted for a class? UAS wants to make sure you’re 
notified if a space opens up. An email notification will be 
sent to your preferred email address when space becomes 
available in a class. Take a minute to confirm your email 
address by going to UA Online at:
 https://uaonline.alaska.edu/
•	 Login	with	your	UA	ID	and	PIN
•	 Select:	Personal	Information
•	 Select:	Update	Student	Preferred	Email	Address
• Select, enter or confirm the email address of your choice



Senate seeks student 
committee members

The USUAS-JC Student Senate is 
looking for students who want to get 
involved to join one or more of this 
year’s committees.

Rules and Finance: With support 
from all Student Senate members, the 
committee will provide funding for 
educational opportunities to students 
with limited financial resources.

Academic Affairs and Student 
Grievances: Prioritize and present 
USUAS-JC goals and objectives relat-
ed to the academic needs and desires of 
the student body to the administration 
and faculty.

Public Relations: Shall supervise 
and assist with the “Whalesong” as 
well as advertising and public relations 
needs of the Student Senate.

Safety: The Safety Committee eval-
uates and implements initiatives for 
UAS student safety.

Activities: The Activities Commit-
tee will design and implement a rea-
sonable program of social, cultural and 
special activities and events to enhance 
student life and participation.

Dining Services: The Dining 
Services Committee will meet once a 
month with the Dining Services Man-
ager to discuss student issues, concerns, 
ideas, questions, etc. about food service 
on campus.

Legislative Affairs: Regarding ac-
tions which concern the Student Body: 
have responsibility for lobbying the 
Alaska State Legislature, the Board of 
Regents, and the Alaska Commission 
on Post-secondary Education.

TLTR: The Teaching, Learning, 
and Technology Roundtable (TLTR) 
is dedicated to improving teaching and 
learning through the thoughtful use of 
technology.

Financial Aid: The Financial Aid 
Committee, in cooperation with the 
Financial Aid office, will conduct FAF-
SA workshops.

Sustainability: The Sustainability 
Committee will focus on ways that the 
University and its students can become 
aware of more sustainable practices.

Committee meeting times are post-
ed in the student government office, or 
contact Amber Averette at 796-6517 
or Amber.Averette@uas.alaska.edu.
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Students takes the challenge of National Novel Writing Month
BY JUSTIN PARISH
UAS Whalesong Staff Writer

If you’ve read “Water for Elephants” 
or “The Night Circus”, you might be 
surprised to learn that they, like count-
less others, were written in a single 
month, namely, November.

November is National Novel 
Writing Month (NaNoWriMo). The 
quixotic challenge is to write a 50,000 
word novel in 30 days. Hundreds of 
thousands are trying (including about 
two thousand Alaskans).  Tens of 
thousands will succeed. A few of those 
will be published. NaNoWriMo.org 
promises “superstardom forever” to 
those that manage the requisite average 
of 1666 words per day. Generally the 
writers set their aim a little higher.

The triumphs and tribulations of 
our small subset of aspiring authors 
are recorded online in the Alaskan Re-
gional Forum.  In the State Library, or 
in the Waffle Co., or, presumably, in 
places more obscure, aspiring authors 
assemble.

Claire Andrews, one of the UAS 
students participating, is writing a 

young adult fantasy novel entitled, 
“Children of the Earth”, excerpted be-
low.

Claire writes because she loves 
“writing and allowing my imagination 
to explore new ideas and territories.” 
She recommends “fierce determina-
tion” for all aspiring novelists.

Participate next year, or sometime 
in between, and forever after you too 
will be an author!

An Excerpt from “Children of the 
Earth” by Claire Andrews:

“She was in a field, lined with 
strange trees that seemed to touch 
the clouds. They were remarkably 
tall, with long thick limbs that curled, 
dipped and dove, and were lined with 
huge leaves that were big enough for 
her to wrap around herself. It was 
oddly sunny, compared to the on-
slaught of rain from the day before. 
It felt strange to her, closer than it 
should have been but Evie gladly 
soaked in some Vitamin D, while she 
continued to look around her, trying 
to figure out where that smoky smell 
was coming from. A foggy darkness 

covered one half of the field, presum-
ably the smoke. The grass around her 
and the guys was thick and tall, with 
Evie’s head barely cresting the top of 
the thick leaves. The leaves were soft 
and fuzzy, and they rubbed soothingly 
against Evie’s skin. She reached out 
and held one of the leaves between a 
thumb and forefinger, rubbing it gen-
tly. It began to secret a sour scent and 
Evie immediately let go, startled.

Another scream rang from the 
distance, followed by the sound of 

horns and clamoring steel, yank-
ing Evie from her musings. She re-
membered Sybil screaming before 
everything went black the night 
before. Maybe it was her, Jeremy 
and Axle. Evie rushed toward the 
sound, running across the field 
at a breakneck pace. She hurdled 
through the trees at the edge of the 
field, and the smell of smoke grew 
thicker. Soon she found it hard 
to breathe. Evie slowed to a stop, 
and soon she heard the sounds of 

multiple screams, both male and 
female, and they grew louder. 

Evie hesitated, taking a step back. 
The screams were guttural, and the air 
was ripe with the scent of blood and 
smoke. She could hear the clanging of 
metal on metal, and the gurgled cries 
of people dying.

Evie felt her body begin to shake. 
What had she run into? She slowly 
reached forward and tentatively 
pulled a leaf back just a fraction, and 
heard herself gasp.”

“She was in a field, lined with strange trees that seemed to touch the 
clouds. They were remarkably tall, with long thick limbs that curled, 
dipped and dove, and were lined with huge leaves that were big 
enough for her to wrap around herself. It was oddly sunny, compared 
to the onslaught of rain from the day before.”

—from UAS student Claire Andrews’ novel, “Children of the Earth”

 Helpful exercises for burning off Thanksgiving calories
BY JAMES RISDON
For the UAS Whalesong

With the Thanksgiving holiday 
behind us, many people might be 
feeling lethargic or that they are 
“carrying” their Thanksgiving 
meals with them. It can be a lit-
tle hard to do everyday activities 
after Thanksgiving and people 
must be asking themselves, “How 
do I burn off the calories from 
the delicious and indulgently 
rich assortment of foods enjoyed 
on Thanksgiving?” Some help-
ful post-Thanksgiving workouts 
can be any cardio-related activity, 
whether that is taking a walk, or to 

make it a bit fun, try taking your 
dog on a walk with you. Running 
is also another great cardio activ-
ity; UAS Student Housing Com-
munity Advisor Katie Shier has 
been training for a local marathon 
occurring next year, and she just 
ran 16 miles this past weekend to 
help with her training as well as 
burning off those pesky Thanks-
giving Day calories. If running 
does not sound like a particularly 
appealing physical activity, try 
taking your bicycle out for a ride. 
The Dimond Park Aquatic Center 
has two pools that can serve as a 
great swimming outlet for those 
students who do not like either 

jogging or bicycling. Hiking is an 
exhilarating calorie-burning exer-
cise, and it seems that it is the one 
of the most common activities 
that people like to do in Juneau. 
And with good reason; there are 
many trails around the City and 
Borough of Juneau to satisfy the 
avid hiker. Next time you are out 
on Douglas Island, take a hike up 
the Eaglecrest trail, or given the 
chance, it would be well worth 
it to hike out to the ice caves by 
Mendenhall Glacier. We are full 
swing in the middle of the holi-
day season, and it is important to 
remember that after gluttonizing 
on a bunch of rich, starch-filled 

foods to stay active after Thanks-
giving, even though it may be 
tough to deal with that lethargic 
feeling overcoming us after eating 

such a wonderfully delicious feast.

James Risdon is an NRSC/
PITAAS Student Assistant.
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courtesy Academic Exchange And Study Abroad

International Education
Week offers up new tastes 
and experiences of the world
 Earlier in November, International Education Week offered up a peek at 

experiences from around the world to UAS students, including some tasty 

treats from across the globe! The weeklong celebration is coordinated by 

the Academic Exchange office, with support from the Global Connections 

club and a star committee of staff, faculty and students to put together this 

exciting week of creative cultural expression and learning. For more in-

formation about UAS’s Exchange and Study Abroad programs and educa-

tional opportunities, go online at www.uas.alaska.edu/exchanges. photos by Justin Parish
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UAS Art Open House builds bones of support
BY DANNY PETERSON
UAS Whalesong Staff Writer

About 1,000 ceramic bones 
were created at a recent UAS Art 
Open House, where roughly 300 
visitors came to make a difference 
with their artwork. For every 
bone made, $1 will be donated 
to help genocide victims in places 
like the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Burma and Somalia as 
part of the One Million Bones 
project. The bone collection is 
part of an international effort. 
The bones are to be installed in 
the spring on the Washington, 
D.C. National Mall.

Local artist MK McNaughton 
introduced UAS Art Professor 
Pedar Dalthorp to the idea. Dalt-
horp uses ceramic for the bones 
because that medium holds up 
best for installation.

“Some bones in the past, like 
for some of the initial bone mak-
ing attempts were, some of them 
used papier-mache or some oth-
er materials that aren’t quite as 
weatherproof as ceramics,” Dalt-
horp said.

Dalthorp organized the UAS 
event, converting studio spaces in 
the Sobeloff building to accom-
modate the large crowds of peo-
ple who for an evening became 
personally involved in UAS art 
projects.

Teacher Assistant Kate Laster 
helped set up. She said events like 
this can generate important dia-
logue in Juneau about genocide 
in other parts of the world.

“It’s a really great project be-
cause it’s a community-based thing 
where we can discuss kind of these 
unseen people. You know, we’re 
talking about something that’s 
very, very much happening now,” 
said Laster.

In addition to building bones, 
the department also had drawing 
demonstrations, screen printing, 
a large-scale deer sculpture, pot-
tery making, and live music by 

Sammy Burrous. He played a solo 
set on acoustic guitar in the oil 
painting studio that brought a vi-
brant dimension to the event. His 
music could be heard through-
out the Sobeloff building as he 
crooned his blues standards to 
the visitors.

Over in the ceramics studio, 
Keith Cox was blindfolded and 
had just a couple of minutes to 
shape a creation out of clay on 
a pottery wheel using his hands, 
water, and a sponge during the 
wheel throw competition. A fac-
ulty member judged the pieces 
on artistic merit.  Though Cox 
lost the competition, and the 
sponge, he didn’t walk away emp-
ty handed.

“It was stiff, it was a stiff com-
petition. I went in with a high 
spirit and a lot of confidence that 
I was really going to successfully 
make a, like a vase or something, 
and I came out with something 
that my son can still eat cereal out 
of,” said Cox.

Over at the Whitehead build-
ing, art student Doris Alcorn was 
sculpting an impressive life-size 
deer – out of 500 pounds of clay 
on a metal frame. The sculpture 
will be hollowed out before it’s 
put into the gas kiln for firing.  
Because the piece is so large, the 
deer is crouching so it fits into 
the kiln.

Ceramics aren’t the only thing 
popping out of ovens at the UAS 
Art Department. A wood-fired 
pizza kiln provided fresh pizzas 
throughout the evening. What 
comes out of that oven is always a 
student favorite.

“It’s built as a pizza oven and 
it’s wood-fired so it imparts a lit-
tle bit of, uh, a little extra flavor 
that you don’t normally get out of 
a conventional oven,” Dalthorp 
said.

To keep up with demand, 
Chef Josh Reder pumped out the 
pies as quickly as possible.

“These are homemade dough, 

homemade sauce, then fired over 
wood. Not much new technology 
in the last two-thousand years,” 
Reder said.

Laster said the event shows the 
public a lot of what goes on in the 
busy UAS Art Department.

“What I love about the open 
house is it’s basically bringing in 
people who don’t know we have 

a pizza oven, bringing in people 
who’ve not really come down to 
Sobeloff to actually see the art 
department and what we do and 
how much fun we have,”  Laster 
said.

Dalthorp hopes the open 
house will bring in more students 
and in turn help them realize 
their creative and professional 

potential.
To get involved with the One 

Million Bones project here in Ju-
neau, contact MK MacNaughton 
at mk@canvasarts.org. Or visit 
www.onemillionbones.org.

Adapted from a story that origi-
nally aired on KTOO.

 photos by Danny Peterson
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BY DANÉL GRIFFIN
For the UAS Whalesong

An act of vengeance is a simple 
procedure when you are a trained 
samurai warrior who can fight your 
way through one hundred armed men 
without breaking a sweat. Your entire 
life has been dedicated to the cause of 
violent revenge, and you have been 
trained to overcome any hurdle nec-
essary to further along your mission 
as speedily as possible. One hundred 
warriors are therefore a stepping stone, 
not a blockade. 

As a samurai, the repercussions of 
vengeance is where its murkiness lies, 
because vengeance by definition is a 
process that requires life-consuming 
preparation that blocks everything 
in your path except your ultimate, 
bloody mission. Or, as Lady Snow-
blood’s mentor tells her, “You are to 
know no love, no hate, no sadness, no 
anger. Only vengeance.” And so we are 
left with the inevitable question: After 
your vengeance is complete, what do 
you do with a life that has seemingly 
lost its reason to exist? Retribution is 
thus a tricky game of irony: As your 
enemies lose their lives, so too you lose 
your purpose. As you stand over your 
last dead enemy, what do you do now? 
Most of the time, you haven’t thought 
that far ahead.

Many great samurai films deal with 
this dilemma, as do the greatest of Jap-
anese ronin myths. Have you heard of 
the legend of Chushingura, in which 
forty-seven ronins dedicated their lives 
to avenge the death of their master? 
More extraordinary than their even-
tual revenge is what immediately fol-
lowed: After these warriors succeeded, 
they performed mass seppuku, and the 
matter was settled. The point of their 
lives was to honor their master; it was a 
cause so great that their collective sui-
cide was simply the signifier that their 
mission was accomplished. We in the 

West are tempted to interpret their 
self-termination as a pointless final act 
of a meaningless existence, but no — 
to them, their existence meant only 
vengeance, and when it was complete, 
so were they.

But Chushingura deals with old 
men quietly resolved to their fate. 
What if this creature of vengeance is 
but a beautiful, twenty-year old girl, 
who finds her purpose in life dissolved 
before she has ever experienced the 
full spectrum of human experience? 
“Lady Snowblood” concerns itself 
with such a question: After her ven-
geance finds its end, we suppose that 
the girl can now finally start ponder-
ing topics such as love, hate, sadness, 
and anger, but imagine how difficult 
such a direction seems when you have 
been trained to remove these emotions 
forever from your person. The warrior 
within her soul finally transforms into 
the personality that was robbed from 
her; she is now a frightened, lost or-
phan with no one to take her in and 
nothing to claim as her own. The film’s 
final image — of the lethal assassin 
sobbing face-down in the snow, her 
reason for being as dead as her enemies 
— is the ultimate, tragic point of the 
blood-spattered film preceding it. It is 
perhaps the most hauntingly sad im-
age in all of samurai cinema.

“Lady Snowblood” was released 
in Japan in 1973, when the samurai 
genre was in full swing and had al-
ready produced countless variations 
of their mythic tales of wandering 
ronins and revenge-laced massacres. 
Characters like Sanjuro, Zatoichi, 
and similar, soft-spoken males with 
deadly accuracy had become staples of 
Japanese moviegoers. The best of these 
films looked beyond the limitations of 
their often ridiculously violent arche-
types — among them the iconic, lu-
dicrous images of blood spurting out 
of wounds like outpours from burst 
fire hydrants — and speculated on the 

nature of depravity contained in such 
tales. The four films featuring Toshiro 
Mifune as the samurai Sanjuro, for ex-
ample, reveal a progression into dark-
ness in his character; with each new 
kill, he clearly loses a little bit more of 
his soul and replaces it with alcoholic 
depression.

“Lady Snowblood” is based on a 
series of popular mangas (Japanese 
graphic novels) of the same name, and 
it details the journey of a girl who has 
been trained since infancy to avenge 
the death of her parents. Her father 
(or step-father, I suppose) was grue-
somely murdered by four crime lords. 
Her mother was then kidnapped, 
raped repeatedly, and thrown into 
prison, where she carefully thought 
out her method for revenge: To pro-
duce a child for the specific purpose 
of avenging the injustices against her 
parents (in some well-shot flashback 
scenes that are as frantic as they are 
dissolute, the woman sleeps with as 
many guards as necessary to get preg-
nant). This is a story that has much in 
common with any number of samu-
rai films produced around the same 
time; the distinguishing gimmick of 
“Lady Snowblood,” of course, is that 
this child grows up to be a beautiful 
woman instead of a Mifune-esque, 
saké-guzzling ronin.

“Lady Snowblood” is certainly 
among the most beloved of this genre, 
not least of all because of its ferocious, 
brutal audacity. Stylistically, the film 
is quite literally a gory ballet in which 
characters virtually dance along sets 
and props as they slash their swords at 
each other. The comic-book images of 
a beautiful female warrior dispatching 
armed men with her deadly blade and 
killer umbrella ensure that the film 
will at least be more visually memo-
rable than many of its peers.

But more fascinating are the mo-
ments of contemplative stillness 
sandwiched in between these violent 

bursts. Such low-key moments reveal 
psychological complexities essential 
to understanding the film’s eventual 
significance, which is not as a merely 
gruesome action tale, but rather as a 
cheerless meditation on the repercus-
sions of Lady Snowblood’s sadistic ex-
istence. The ambiguous morals of her 
mother, who would have to be mon-
strous herself to transform her own 
daughter into a machine of violence, 
is never addressed directly, but the 
matriarchal sins are clear in the subtle 
twitches of humanity that Lady Snow-
blood displays in the moments when 
she sits by herself, not engaged in 
warfare. Here is an innocent, shaped 
into a demon so reprehensible that she 
is told, “Even Buddha cannot forgive 
your sins.” Her mentor quite literally 
calls her “a child of the netherworld” 
(basically the Japanese variation of 
hell), because her lifestyle inevitably 
can lead to no other fate. So the ques-
tion remains: Are those who created 
her any better for imposing this life 
on her than those who she has been 
trained to destroy? This issue is never 
openly considered by the film’s charac-
ters — not least of all by Lady Snow-
blood herself, who does not have the 
luxury of independent thought. But 
the film at least is aware of this con-
tradiction, and it creates images and 
subtexts that let us know it is aware of 
its own inconsistency.

An example: The film’s most 
memorable scene takes place on a 
beach, where Lady Snowblood drags 
one of her drunken enemies onto a 
rocky shore and calmly, even gently, 
explains to him who she is and why 
she is about to slaughter him “without 
mercy or forgiveness.” We know, of 
course, that she doesn’t even under-
stand the meanings of such words, let 
alone their repercussions. Watching 
her explain why she is about to kill this 
man plays like a chilling moment of 
rehearsed dialogue; this girl has been 

trained to explain the motivations be-
hind her revenge, and when he asks 
for leniency, her answer is given as if it 
is on cue. It is a crucial moment in the 
film—perhaps the crucial moment—
because it reveals the mental simplicity 
of Lady Snowblood’s decisions. She 
has no will of her own; her thought-
processes have literally been manufac-
tured by those who have raised her for 
this cause. Later, as she silently drags 
the corpse over the edge of a cliff, she 
stares into its dead face, pauses, and—
wait, is that a hint of hesitation in her 
eyes? It’s gone in a flash so we can’t 
be sure, but we remember her pause 
for the rest of the film. Such ambigu-
ity carries the weight of the picture’s 
subtle intricacy.

Certainly any film dealing with 
bloody revenge will be unnerving, 
simply because of the images of death 
and hatred that it evokes. Obviously, 
the most disturbing element of Lady 
Snowblood is Mekio Kaji’s mario-
nette-like portrayal of the title charac-
ter. This is a bizarre comparison, but 
Kaji’s mannerisms and emotionless 
face reminded me of Klaus Nomi, 
the New Wave rock star who dressed 
up as a porcelain doll for his concerts. 
The contrast of his innocent, childlike 
complexion with his creepily ethereal 
music forced his audience to unite two 
elements with seemingly nothing in 
common. Kaji’s performance solicits 
a similar reaction. She isn’t required 
to create a multifaceted character so 
much as she must allow the discom-
forting dissimilarity between her stiff, 
synthetic mannerisms and her violent 
actions speak for itself. Perhaps this is 
why her name is “Snowblood” — the 
name represents the strong distinction 
between white (purity) and red (anger, 
violence), and yet it forces them to-
gether into one identity.

PLEASE SEE ‘LADY SNOWBLOOD’
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

UAS ON FILM

‘Lady Snowblood’ and the price of vengeance
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The film focuses on similar con-
trasts throughout, particularly in 
the way it looks sadly on Western 
culture as it seeps into and takes 
over old Japanese ethics and tradi-
tions. Lady Snowblood represents 
ancient warrior codes, and her op-
ponents progress (or regress) from 
these aged ideas into organized 
crime clearly influenced by the 
Western mafia. The final showdown 
between Snowblood and her last liv-
ing adversary occurs in the most un-
likely place — a masquerade ball, in 
which everyone listens to American 
music and dances Western waltzes. 
The final image of death — Snow-
blood’s enemy clutching both the 
American and the Japanese flag as 
he bleeds to death — is very curi-
ous indeed, particularly in the way 
that one of the flags finally drapes 
over his dead face. I won’t give away 
which flag eventually covers him; I 

will only say that his grasp for both 
perhaps reveals why he must die 
at Snowblood’s hands: He has for-
gotten his heritage, particularly its 
strict system of justice and honor, 
and he has replaced this legacy with 
an indifferent entrepreneurship that 
ultimately cannot save him, and 
even destroys him.

“Lady Snowblood” is directed 
by Toshiya Fujita, whose only other 
noteworthy picture is this film’s se-
quel (which is nearly a masterpiece 
on par with its predecessor). Fujita 
basically needs two successful ele-
ments to ensure that this is a good 
film: Visual skill for the action se-
quences and the ability to evoke an 
effectively terrifying performance 
out of Kaji. He passes this test, 
and goes beyond the call of duty 
to elevate his film into greatness. 
Yes, he consistently finds the cor-
rect note for his violent ballet, and 
Kaji is certainly an imposing force 
of violence. But he also makes her 
a helplessly tragic character, and 

his skills behind the camera have 
an intrinsic quality beyond samu-
rai conventions. Note the way he 
shoots so much of the film from a 
bird’s eye view, as if the viewer is 
God (or Buddha) as He watches 
the proceedings from above, judg-
ing all the characters according to 
their deeds. Also pay close atten-
tion to the names of the various 
chapters that separate the acts, and 
how images in each of these seg-
ments cleverly reflect these titles. 
Fujita, perhaps aware of the film’s 
comic book origins, also effectively 
utilizes freeze-frames to accentuate 
certain revelations that he wants 
to use as signposts for later events. 
It’s a simple but useful filmmaking 
strategy. Combined, these tech-
niques take a fairly routine plot 
and turns it into an epic parable 
that plays sort of like a Shakespear-
ian tragedy in the way it fabricates 
characters of complex moral moti-
vations and plummets them, slowly 
and assuredly, to their gory doom.

“Lady Snowblood” and its sequel 
have maintained a cult-following in 
America since their original releas-
es, but in Japan, they are rightfully 
considered classic cinema and have 
always been thusly honored. Today, 
the films are noteworthy to Western 
audiences primarily for their obvi-
ous inspiration over Quentin Taran-
tino’s two “Kill Bill” pictures, which 
lifted plot elements, music, story 
structure, and even crucial shots 
from the Snowblood epics. Taran-
tino, of course, intended these lifts 
as homage, and “Kill Bill” therefore 
plays not as a rip-off but as a love 
letter to Fujita. We must be thank-
ful to Tarantino for his devotion to 
the samurai genre, since his films 
have certainly brought little gems 
like “Snowblood” into the West’s 
attention. It is delightfully ironic 
that Fujita’s films deal with Western 
influence over Japanese culture, as 
Tarantino’s Western-made follow-
ups clearly could not have existed 
without these undeniably Eastern 

contributions. Watch the “Snow-
blood” films together with the “Kill 
Bill” volumes, and you’ll get see 
good examples of well-told revenge 
tales that respond to each others’ 
ideas on the corrupt consequences 
of revenge. By the time your mara-
thon is over, Fujita and Tarantino’s 
protagonists might be closer to 
finding purpose beyond their retri-
bution, but it’s still been a bloody, 
tragic, and always compelling path 
to final redemption.

(A Toho Films release. Directed 
by Toshiya Fujita. Written by Ka-
zuo Uemura and Kazuo Koike. No 
MPAA rating, but contains strong 
violence/gore, language, and sexu-
ality. Running time: 97 minutes. 
Original year of release date: 1973. 
In Japanese, with English subtitles.)

Danél Griffin is a UAS Adjunct 
Professor of English. This review origi-
nally appeared on his blog: http://
uashome.alaska.edu/~dfgriffin/website.

‘LADY SNOWBLOOD’
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

UAS Eats: Recipes Are Just Guidelines
BY TRACI L. TAYLOR
For the UAS Whalesong

Recipes aren’t meant to be fol-
lowed. They just aren’t, that’s how it 
is. Now, there are always exceptions. 
Great Grandma’s Egg Pancakes that 
have been passed down for generations 
could be one of those exceptions. It 
is likely that an old family recipe has 
already been adapted and changed to 
culinary perfection.

Let me tell you about a recipe that 
is not meant to be followed.

This Thanksgiving, I was asked to 
bring green bean casserole as offering. 
I was meeting my boyfriend’s entire 
family for the first time — pretty scary. 
I’d never made or even had green bean 
casserole! What is it? To top it all off, I 
was given just a night’s warning. That’s 
right, I was told to bring green bean 
casserole for Thanksgiving dinner on 
Thanksgiving Eve. I didn’t realize green 

bean casserole was easy and it wasn’t an 
unreasonable request. All I knew was 
how last minute it was and I hadn’t 
budgeted for it. My roommate reas-
sured me that all I needed to do was 
pick up a package of French’s French 
Fried Onions and follow the recipe on 
the back.

Luckily Freddy’s was open Thanks-
giving morning. I frantically found 
that package of French’s. Let me tell 
you how the recipe on back reads: 
“French’s Green Bean Casserole: 1 can 
of CAMPBELL’s Cream of Mush-
room Soup; ¾ cup milk; 1/8 tsp black 
pepper; FRENCH’s French Fried On-
ions; and 2 cans of green beans (or 2 
packages of frozen green beans). Mix 
everything together, leave some onions 
for topping. Bake at 350ºF for 30 min. 
or until hot; stir; top with remaining 
onions; and bake 5 min.”

Boring! I think all the brand 
names were all caps so I wouldn’t 

get the wrong kind, as if that makes 
a difference.

First, cream of mushroom soup 
tastes terrible. Sure, it is traditional, 
but “cream of anything” soup is easy 
enough to make. Write back (via 
Whalesong) and I will tell you how. I 
got cream of asparagus; it tastes bet-
ter, plus I didn’t want to risk making 
my own and ruining it for a family I 
haven’t met yet. Next year I’ll just make 
my own. If you want mushrooms, buy 
real ones. Speaking of real, only fake 
onions? Gross! I wasn’t about to use 
only salty processed onions. They taste 
like a mouthful of crispy grease!

Sautee one and a half onions in 
butter and garlic, finely chop the re-
maining onion half and a red bell pep-
per half for color. Put a layer of sautéed 
onions in the bottom of the casserole 
dish to grease it. Mix remaining real 
onions with all ingredients in a sauce-
pan. I used frozen green beans because 

the store was out of fresh. Also use ½ 
a cup of sour cream, only ¼-½ cup of 
milk, 1 cup of cheese, and your favor-
ite seasonings. Put the ingredients in 
the casserole dish and bake. Add some 
freshly grated cheese to the topping.

The casserole was a hit; no one no-
ticed the mushrooms missing. Now 
it is my annual contribution to those 
family Thanksgivings. I hope your 
Thanksgiving was as successful and 
pleasant as mine.

 photo by Traci L. Taylor
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WEDNESDAY, NOV. 28
Exercise: Resistance Training 
Interval, noon-1 p.m., Rec Cen-
ter. Join Fran during your lunch 
break for resistance training 
interval. Details: 796-6544 or 
rec_center@uas.alaska.edu.
Meeting: G.S.A. Club, 3 p.m., 
Mourant Bldg Room: NRSC, 
1st Floor. All Students, Faculty 
and Staff welcome to join us! 
For more information about the 
meetings & GSA please contact 
Kolene James. Details: 796.6043 
or nrsc@uas.alaska.edu.

THURSDAY, NOV. 29
Student Farmers Market, 10 
a.m.-6 p.m., Mourant Cafe. Sell 
your homemade goods or browse 
the selection of student-crafted 
items. Sign up with SAB to sell! 
Details: 796-6325.
Chili Cook Off!, noon, Mou-
rant Cafe. Enter your chili and 
have a panel of hungry judges 
decide whose is best. Prizes and 
chili galore! Details: 796-6325.
Celebration of Casey Newman’s 
Life, 4:30 p.m., Noyes Pavilion.
Movie: “Red Gold,” 5:30 p.m., 
Egan Lecture Hall (112). “Red 
Gold” tells a story of Bristol 
Bay’s subsistence, Alaskan com-
mercial fisherman, and sport 
fisherman for whom salmon 
fishing is the core of their exis-
tence. Free admission. Part of 

the Environmental Film Series. 
Details: 796-6588 or sjray@uas.
alaska.edu.
Knitting Nights, 7 p.m., Rec 
Center. Join us, beginner or 
advanced for knitting, purl-
ing, increasing/decreasing, and 
chatting or just learn what these 
things mean. Details: 796-6544 
or rec_center@uas.alaska.edu.

FRIDAY, NOV. 30
Wooch.een Meeting, 4:15 p.m., 
Mourant Bldg Room: NRSC, 
1st Floor. Our mission is to work 
closely with the University and 
community organizations to foster 
a better understanding of our 
states wonderful tribes and pro-
motes an awareness of our states 
cultural and social issues. Details: 
796-6454 or jywe@uas.alaska.edu.
 

SATURDAY, DEC. 1
Tidal Echoes 2013 Deadline 
for Submissions! The UAS liter-
ary journal “Tidal Echoes” wants 
your poems, stories, essays, 
plays, and artwork! Submission 
deadline: December 1, 2012. We 
prefer electronic submission via 
email tidalechoes@uas.alaska.
Golden Key New Member 
Recognition Event, 1-4 p.m., 
Glacier View Room.
Wooch.Een End of the Semester 
Celebration, 5 p.m., Tribal House. 
White Elephant gift exchange: 
bring a wrapped gift to exchange. 
There will be food! And games.
Life’s A Beach Dance, 9 p.m.-

1 a.m., UAS REC Center. Join 
the Student Activities Board and 
warm up from the cold weather 
here in Juneau! This beach 
themed dance will include food, 
drinks, and a live DJ. Come 
in your best summer wear and 
flowery shirts!

MONDAY, DEC. 3
Exercise: Resistance Training 
Interval, noon-1 p.m., Rec Cen-
ter. Join Fran during your lunch 
break for resistance training 
interval. Details: 796-6544 or 
rec_center@uas.alaska.edu.
Do It Yourself Craft Night, 7 
p.m., Rec Center. Details: 796-
6544 or rec_center@uas.alaska.edu.

TUESDAY, DEC. 4
Knitting Nights, 7 p.m., Rec 
Center. Join us, beginner or 
advanced for knitting, purl-
ing, increasing/decreasing, and 
chatting or just learn what these 
things mean. Details: 796-6544 
or rec_center@uas.alaska.edu.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 5
Final UAS Master Plan Pre-
sentation, Glacier View Room 
(221). The fifth and final phase 
presentation is the final UAS 
Master Plan scheduled for Dec. 
5 & 6. The final 2012 Master 
Plan Update for our campus will 
be submitted to the Board of 
Regents for approval in Febru-
ary 2013. Once approved, this 
will be our guiding roadmap for 

our physical campus the next 
10 years! Details: 796-6480 or 
spmaunu@uas.alaska.edu.
Exercise: Resistance Training 
Interval, noon-1 p.m., Rec Cen-
ter. Join Fran during your lunch 
break for resistance training 
interval. Details: 796-6544 or 
rec_center@uas.alaska.edu.
Meeting: G.S.A. Club, 3 p.m., 
Mourant Bldg Room: NRSC, 
1st Floor. All Students, Faculty 
and Staff welcome to join us! 
For more information about the 
meetings & GSA please contact 
Kolene James. Details: 796.6043 
or nrsc@uas.alaska.edu.
Learn to Ski Night, 6:30 p.m., Rec 
Center Room 116. Want to learn 
to ski but have questions about the 
gear? what to wear? How do I put 
on the equipment? Eaglecrest will 
have reps at the REC Center giving 
you all the info you need to know. 
Details: 796-6544 or rec_center@
uas.alaska.edu.

THURSDAY, DEC. 6
Final UAS Master Plan Presenta-
tion, Glacier View Room (221). 
The fifth and final phase presenta-
tion is the final UAS Master Plan 
scheduled for Dec. 5 & 6. The 
final 2012 Master Plan Update for 
our campus will be submitted to 
the Board of Regents for approval 
in February 2013. Once approved, 
this will be our guiding roadmap 
for our physical campus the next 
10 years! Details: 796-6480 or 
spmaunu@uas.alaska.edu.
Knitting Nights, 7 p.m., Rec 

Center. Join us, beginner or 
advanced for knitting, purl-
ing, increasing/decreasing, and 
chatting or just learn what these 
things mean. Details: 796-6544 
or rec_center@uas.alaska.edu.

FRIDAY, DEC. 7
Wooch.een Meeting, 4:15 p.m., 
Mourant Bldg Room: NRSC, 
1st Floor. Our mission is to work 
closely with the University and 
community organizations to foster 
a better understanding of our 
states wonderful tribes and pro-
motes an awareness of our states 
cultural and social issues. Details: 
796-6454 or jywe@uas.alaska.edu.
First Friday Artist Gallery, 7 p.m., 
Rec Center. Details: 796-6544 or 
rec_center@uas.alaska.edu.

MONDAY, DEC. 10
Final Exam Week! Final exams 
run from Dec. 10-15. Visit the 
Fall schedule for finals schedule. 
Details: 907-796-6486 or pro-
vost@uas.alaska.edu.
Used Book Buy-Back, 9 a.m.-6 
p.m., UAS Bookstore. Used book 
buy-back for fall text books. 
Details: 796-6401 or bookstore@
uas.alaska.edu.

TUESDAY, DEC. 11
Used Book Buy-Back, 9 a.m.-6 
p.m., UAS Bookstore. Used book 
buy-back for fall text books. 
Details: 796-6401 or bookstore@
uas.alaska.edu.

Campus Calendar

Want us to list your event in our calendar? Send us the information  via email to 
whalesong@uas.alaska.edu. Please include “calendar submission” in the subject.
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THURSDAY, NOV. 29
Movie: “The Master,” 7 p.m., 
Gold Town Nickelodeon. De-
tails: www.goldtownnick.com.
Theatre: “Oklahoma!”, 7:30 
p.m., Perseverance Theatre. De-
tails: www.perseverancetheatre.org.

FRIDAY, NOV. 30
Movie: “The Master,” 7 p.m., 
Gold Town Nickelodeon. De-
tails: www.goldtownnick.com.
Theatre: “Oklahoma!”, 7:30 p.m., 
Perseverance Theatre. Details: www.
perseverancetheatre.org.
Movie: “Evil Dead”, 9 p.m. & 11 
p.m., Gold Town Nickelodeon. 
Details: www.goldtownnick.com.

SATURDAY, DEC. 1
Tidal Echoes 2013 Deadline 
for Submissions! The UAS liter-
ary journal “Tidal Echoes” wants 
your poems, stories, essays, 
plays, and artwork! Submission 
deadline: December 1, 2012. We 
prefer electronic submission via 
email tidalechoes@uas.alaska.
Girls On The Run 5K Fun Run 
(presented by AWARE), 10 a.m.-1 
p.m., Dimond Park Field House. 
Pre-event festivities 10 a.m., run 
begins at 11 a.m. Third through 
fifth grade girls will be culminating 
their 12 week Girls On The Run 
program by completing a 5K fun 
run. Girls on the Run is an innova-
tive program for 8-14 year old girls 
that uniquely combines training for 
a 5K run with life skills lessons that 
stress healthy habits and an active 
lifestyle. Please join us in celebrat-
ing their accomplishments, or sign 
up to be a volunteer or running 
buddy! Contact for additional 
information: Julie O’Neil at 586-
6623 or julieo@awareak.org.
World AIDS Day Candle Light 

Vigil, 6-7 p.m., Baranof Hotel’s 
Franklin St. Gallery. Join the Four 
A’s (Alaskan AIDS Assistance As-
sociation) for a candle-light vigil, 
in honor of all people living with 
HIV/AIDS, and in remembrance 
of those who have died. Details: 
www.alaskanaids.org.
Movie: “The General,” 4 p.m. 
& 7 p.m. 9:30 p.m., Gold Town 
Nickelodeon. Live music accom-
panying the film by RumbleFish, 
who is Andy Ferguson, Jack Fon-
tenella, Sergei Morosan, and Erik 
Chadwell. Considered by many 
to be the greatest silent film ever 
made, “The General” features 
comedic genius Buster “Stone 
Face” Keaton as a conductor 
on his beloved steam engine, 
The General, fighting bad guys, 
saving a damsel in distress, and 
breaking his neck doing his own 
mind-boggling stunts!! Details: 
www.goldtownnick.com.
JDHS Theater Holiday Cabaret, 
6-8 p.m., Moose Lodge. Come be 
entertained by JDHS’s most bright-
est theatre students while you eat a 
delicious meal. Tickets available at 
Hearthside Books. $35 for single 
tickets: $60 for two tickets. We will 
also have a dessert / gift basket auc-
tion! All proceeds from this event 
go to support twenty-one amazing 
JDHS theater students traveling to 
the Fringe Festival in Edinburgh, 
Scotland 2013 as part of the 
American High School Theater Fes-
tival. The JDHS Theater program 
was award top honors nationally to 
qualify for this invitation. The stu-
dents, through fund raisers like this 
and theater productions (Presenting 
Annie in February and Pippin in 
May), must earn all the money nec-
essary to make this trip as a team. 
Please come enjoy a marvelous 
evening and help support a worthy 
group of very talented students. A 
big thank you to Taku Smokeries, 
Alaska Glacier Seafoods, and Jerry 
Meats for donating and processing 
the seafood for this dinner.

Theatre: “Oklahoma!”, 7:30 
p.m., Perseverance Theatre. De-
tails: www.perseverancetheatre.org.
Theatre: UAS Improv Club Not 
Safe For Improv, 7:30 p.m., 
Perseverance Second Stage. Pay As 
You Can.

SUNDAY, DEC. 2
Movie: “The Craft”, 2 p.m., 
Gold Town Nickelodeon.  Part of 
the Global Lens Series. Details: 
www.goldtownnick.com.
Movie: “The Master”, 4 p.m. & 
7 p.m., Gold Town Nickelodeon. 
Details: www.goldtownnick.com.
Theatre: “Oklahoma!”, 7:30 
p.m., Perseverance Theatre. De-
tails: www.perseverancetheatre.org.
Theatre: UAS Improv Club Not Safe 
For Improv, 7:30 p.m., Perseverance 
Second Stage. Pay As You Can.

MONDAY, DEC. 3
Movie: “Toll Booth,” 7 p.m., 
Gold Town Nickelodeon.  Part of 
the Global Lens Series. Details: 
www.goldtownnick.com.

THURSDAY, DEC. 6
Literature: Fur Farms and 
Steam Laundry, 7 p.m., Down-
town Juneau Public Library. 
Two Alaskan authors will share 
from their works, both rooted 
firmly in the unique history of 

our state. Sarah Crawford Isto is 
author of “Fur Farms of Alaska: 
Two Centuries of History and 
a forgotten stampede.” Nichole 
Stellon O’Donnell is author 
of “Steam Laundry: a novel in 
poems.” Q&A, book sale and 
signing to follow.
Movie: “The Master,” 7 p.m., 
Gold Town Nickelodeon. De-
tails: www.goldtownnick.com.
Theatre: “Oklahoma!”, 7:30 
p.m., Perseverance Theatre. De-
tails: www.perseverancetheatre.org.

FRIDAY, DEC. 7
Movie: “The Master,” 7 p.m., 
Gold Town Nickelodeon. De-
tails: www.goldtownnick.com.
Theatre: “Oklahoma!”, 7:30 
p.m., Perseverance Theatre. De-
tails: www.perseverancetheatre.org.

SATURDAY, DEC. 8
FIRST LEGO League State 
Championship, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Centennial Hall. Teams of local 
elementary and middle schoolers 
(around 100 students total) will 
face off in a robot competition 
and present research projects 
based on an annual challenge 
theme. This year it is helping 
out our senior citizens. We are 
also recruiting volunteers for 
this event. Visit the volunteer 
tab and sign up at www.fllalaska.

com or just come cheer on the 
students of Juneau! The event is 
free. Details: Rebecca Parks at 
523-2234 or RParks@jedc.org.
Movie: “Toll Booth”, 2 p.m., 
Gold Town Nickelodeon.  Part of 
the Global Lens Series. Details: 
www.goldtownnick.com.
Movie: “The Master,” 7 p.m., 
Gold Town Nickelodeon. De-
tails: www.goldtownnick.com.
Theatre: “Oklahoma!”, 7:30 
p.m., Perseverance Theatre. De-
tails: www.perseverancetheatre.org.

SUNDAY, DEC. 9
Theatre: “Oklahoma!”, 2 p.m., 
Perseverance Theatre. Details: 
www.perseverancetheatre.org.
Movie: “The Master,” 4 p.m. & 
7 p.m., Gold Town Nickelodeon. 
Details: www.goldtownnick.com.

MONDAY, DEC. 10
Movie: “Short, Fat Bald Man”, 
7 p.m., Gold Town Nickelodeon.  
Part of the Global Lens Series. 
Details: www.goldtownnick.com.

Campus Calendar

Want us to list your 
event in our calendar? 
Send us the information  
via email to whalesong@
uas.alaska.edu. Please 
include “calendar sub-
mission” in the subject.



ONLY FROM AT&T

4G speeds delivered by HSPA+ with enhanced backhaul. Not available everywhere. Deployment ongoing. Compatible data plan required. Learn more about 
4G LTE at att.com/network.
1 Access includes AT&T Wi-Fi Basic. Other restrictions apply. See attwifi.com for details and locations.
2 Mobile broadband not available in all areas.
† Limited-time offer. Smartphones require a new 2-year agreement with qualifying voice and data plans. Subject to Wireless Customer Agreement. Credit approval required. Activation Fee $36/line. Geographic, usage and other terms, 
conditions and restrictions apply, and may result in service termination. Coverage and services not available everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Term may vary based on your business agreement. Data: If usage exceeds your monthly 
data allowance, you will automatically be charged overage for additional data provided. Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipment/ETF): After 30 days, ETF up to $325. Restocking fee up to $35. Other Monthly Charges/line include a Regulatory 
Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), a gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal service charges, fees and charges for other government assessments. These are not taxes or government required charges. Monthly discount: 
Available to qualified employees and students of companies, government agencies and colleges/universities with a qualified business agreement (“Business Agreement”) to Business Agreement and may be interrupted and/or discontinued 
without notice only to the monthly service charge of qualified plans. A minimum number of employees, minimum monthly service charge for qualified plans, additional AT&T services or other requirements may apply for eligibility. Discounts may 
not be combined. For some accounts, actual discount can vary monthly depending on your employer’s aggregate volume of qualified charges. Offer subject to change. Additional conditions and restrictions apply. See your AT&T representative 
and contract and rate plan for details.
Android is a trademark of Google Inc. Nokia is a registered trademark of Nokia Corporation. Samsung and Captivate Glide are both trademarks of Samsung Electronics America, Inc. and/or its related entities. Screen images simulated. Wi-Fi is 
a trademark of the Wi-Fi Alliance. Service provided by AT&T Mobility. © 2012 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. AT&T, the AT&T logo and all other AT&T marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property. All other 
marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners.

To purchase online, visit att.com/wireless/.
Visit www.wireless.att.com/business/enrollment to sign up for discounts.
If you visit a local AT&T store, please have proof of eligibility
(employee badge, paystub or student ID).
Mention FAN: 4801136

As a part of the University of Alaska, 
you’ll enjoy the AT&T Sponsorship 
Program discount and all the other 
benefits of AT&T:
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