
Whalesong 2012-12-12

Item Type Journal

Publisher University of Alaska Southeast

Download date 23/05/2023 21:18:57

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/11122/10469

http://hdl.handle.net/11122/10469


Top Ten Films of 
2012 ... More or less

Page 8

The Big Sleep: Getting 
ready to hibernate

Page 10

Student Exchange: 
What’s in it for you

Page 5

WHALESONG
University of Alaska Southeast

The Official Student Newspaper of UAS December 12 – 25, 2012

Stress?
Weak!
Page 6



2 December 12 – 25, 2012UAS WHALESONG

Whalesong staff
Kinsey Hess, Staff Writer
Lori Klein, Faculty Advisor
Henry Masters, Staff Photographer
Justin Parish, Staff Writer
Danny Peterson, Staff Writer
Richard Radford, Managing Editor
Chrystal Randolph, Advertising Manager

Table of Contents
UAS in Brief

Who’s Your Government?

 NSE: See the world!

 Stress? Week!

 UAS on Film

UAS Science

 Calendar & Comics

3

4

5

7

8

10

11

I’d be a taxi driver. . . Get to meet a 
bunch of people and get paid as much 

as a heart surgeon? Definately.” 
–Rob Madderra

  — UAS Answers —
Everybody’s got one ...

If all professions got equal pay and respect, 
what would you want to do for a living?

“Be a teacher, since 5th grade I’ve 
wanted to be a teacher.”

– Jeton Johnson

“Something with NASA or Space.”

  –Tony Dombovy

 “I would be Rebel Wilson’s personal 
assistant and spoon feed her cheese-
cake, while mermaid dancing.”

– Heather Laverne

“I don’t care about prestige or money.  That’s 
why I’m getting into Applied Mathematics.”

– Jerry Stephens

“My life plans wouldn’t change, be-
cause I haven’t based them on money.”

–Erin Tripp

Have anything you want to share with 
the Whalesong and its community? 
Interested in advertising? Contact us 
via email at whalesong@uas.alaska.edu.
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UAS Eats: Simple and affordable: Coca-Cola chicken
BY TRACI L. TAYLOR
For the UAS Whalesong

Here is a simple, affordable recipe for 
the average college student. The main in-
gredients are all staples in my house.

All you need:
4 skinless boneless chicken breast halves 

(or 3 wholes)
12 oz of Coca-Cola
½ cup of your favorite ketchup
¼ cup of your favorite BBQ sauce
Your favorite seasonings (optional)
1 sauce pan with lid

Put everything in the pan and bring 
to a boil. I prefer starting at medium to 
give chicken time to slow cook, but this 

is optional. Starting at a higher heat is 
fine too. Cover and turn heat down.  This 
locks in the flavor. Cook for about 40 
minutes if you started at medium heat 
like me, stir occasionally. Uncover and 
cook another 15 minutes or until chick-
en is cooked through. If you have a hard 
time telling when chicken is cooked, cut 
into the middle of the thickest piece and 
make sure there is no pink. If you use fro-
zen chicken, be sure to cook it a little lon-
ger. Serve chicken with your favorite side 
dishes. I used fried potatoes and steamed 
Brussels sprouts as sides this time. Some 
other side options are green beans, rice, 
mashed potatoes, salad, and French fries. 
This recipe is an adaptation I found from 
www.MomsWhoThink.com. There you 
can find all sorts of affordable recipes.

 — UAS in Brief —
Nora Marks Dauen-
hauer honored as 
Alaska poet laureate

Nora Marks Dauenhauer was honored 
with a reception at the Juneau Arts & 
Culture Center Nov. 20 in recognition of 
her recent appointment as Alaska’s new-
est Writer Laureate. The event, which in-
cluded brief speeches in English and in 
Tlingit, highlighted Dauenhauer’s role in 
shaping not only the literary arts of the 
state, but also in revitalizing the tradi-
tions and language of her culture. She is 
the first Alaska Native to hold the title. 
Dauenhauer’s husband Richard is a for-
mer Alaska Writer Laureate and a retired 
adjunct professor of Alaska Native Lan-
guages at UAS. Richard Dauenhauer not-
ed that he and his wife are the first couple 
to have shared the title.

—UAS Release

Remembrance held 
for Casey Newman

A gathering to remember UAS student Casey 
Newman brought fellow faculty, staff, students, 
friends and family to the Noyes Pavilion Nov. 
29. As the snow fell outside, mourners gathered 
around the fire pit and remembered Casey as a 
caring friend and exemplary student.  Casey died 
along with his brother Kelly when they attempted 
to swim to shore after the skiff they were riding in 
was swamped by a rogue wave and sank in Tena-
kee Inlet Nov. 23.

English faculty member Sol Neely said that 
Casey was a model student, “not in the sense that 
anyone should or could emulate him because 
Casey was, after all, a very singular individual. For 
Casey, there was no distinguishing inside and out-
side of the classroom. He carried his passion for 
study everywhere he went, from the classroom, 
the bar, to top of Eaglecrest. In that, he led an 
exemplary life.”

—UAS Release
Photo by Yosuke Sano
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Calling all students: 

join a committee today!

The USUAS-JC Student Senate is 
looking for students who want to get 
involved to join one or more of this 
year’s committees.

Rules and Finance: With support 
from all Student Senate members, the 
committee will provide funding for 
educational opportunities to students 
with limited financial resources.

Academic Affairs and Student 
Grievances: Prioritize and present 
USUAS-JC goals and objectives relat-
ed to the academic needs and desires of 
the student body to the administration 
and faculty.

Public Relations: Shall supervise 
and assist with the “Whalesong” as 
well as advertising and public relations 
needs of the Student Senate.

Safety: The Safety Committee eval-
uates and implements initiatives for 
UAS student safety.

Activities: The Activities Commit-
tee will design and implement a rea-
sonable program of social, cultural and 
special activities and events to enhance 
student life and participation.

Dining Services: The Dining 
Services Committee will meet once a 
month with the Dining Services Man-
ager to discuss student issues, concerns, 
ideas, questions, etc. about food service 
on campus.

Legislative Affairs: Regarding ac-
tions which concern the Student Body: 
have responsibility for lobbying the 
Alaska State Legislature, the Board of 
Regents, and the Alaska Commission 
on Post-secondary Education.

TLTR: The Teaching, Learning, 
and Technology Roundtable (TLTR) 
is dedicated to improving teaching and 
learning through the thoughtful use of 
technology.

Financial Aid: The Financial Aid 
Committee, in cooperation with the 
Financial Aid office, will conduct FAF-
SA workshops.

Sustainability: The Sustainability 
Committee will focus on ways that the 
University and its students can become 
aware of more sustainable practices.

Committee meeting times are post-
ed in the student government office, or 
contact Amber Averette at 796-6517 
or Amber.Averette@uas.alaska.edu.
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BY EMILY KING
For the UAS Whalesong

Is the darkness weighing on you? Is the 
cold taking its toll on your attitude? Would 
you rather check out: the beach, a big city, 
and island village? Then take UAS Exchange 
and Study Abroad Office’s advice and “GET 
OUT OF HERE.” UAS offers national and 
international exchanges all over the US and 
the world. Three UAS students headed out 
next semester: Hunter Brown to Botswana, 
Mariel Terry to Monterey Bay, California, 
and  Lisa Ray, off to the University of Hawaii 
Hilo. These students began meeting and plan-
ning their study away programs with Marsha 
Squires, the Study Away Coordinator months 
ago, and they will soon be on their way to 
unique and challenging new campuses.

Lisa Ray calls herself a “born again stu-
dent,” and shares with us a bit more about 
her experience delving into the study away 

programs at UAS. “I was immediately enthu-
siastic upon learning about the academic ex-
change program. What a great opportunity! 
I can travel and explore in this brief period of 
academia before I delve into my next career! 
And without interrupting. It’s a win-win. I 
have chosen the University of Hawaii at Hilo 
as the destination for my exchange, both for 
the vast unspoiled wilderness to be explored 
on the island as well as the University’s di-
verse courses such as: Coral Reef Ecology 
and Geology of the Hawaiian Islands.” Lisa 
will spend her entire spring semester on Ha-
waii through the National Student Exchange 
Program.

Also with the National Exchange Program 
is ambitious sophomore, Mariel Terry. She 
will head south to California State University 
at Monterey Bay. Mariel is a biology major 
who believes that, “The brain is like a muscle: 
the more you exercise it, the more you make 
it grow.” She says that traveling can stimulate 

the mind like nothing else can. “Traveling to 
new places and becoming acquainted with 
other lifestyles is part of my personal goal to 
create an exciting environment for myself. I 
mean this to apply not only academically but 
to my general growth as a person as well … 
I suspect that I’ll have to do plenty of travel-
ing and searching before I truly satisfy that 
curiosity but NSE is definitely a good place 
to start.”

Finally, Hunter Brown an Environmental 
Science major will travel with the Interna-
tional Student Exchange Program or ISEP, 
to begin his semester at the University of 
Botswana. Hunter has already had some ex-
perience travelling in Chile, Argentina, and 
China, but Botswana will pose a whole new 
challenge for him.  “Moved by the richness of 
the memories and stories, I was compelled to 
pursue Africa as a travel destination…Over 
the years I have been blessed with the ability 
to travel and have been able to experience dif-

ferent cultures around the world. This interest 
has inspired me to explore more of the world. 
Botswana offers a landscape and people un-
like any I have known, and the ability to take 
classes in Botswana affordably, while also get-
ting to know the culture through volunteer 
work (part of ISEP) is an invaluable experi-
ence that I will be honored to be a part of.”

The UAS Academic Exchange and 
Study Abroad office wishes these students 
luck and encourages every UAS student 
to pursue the opportunity to study away. 
The options are endless but the deadlines 
are coming! January and February are the 
deadline months for international and 
national exchange applications for the 
coming academic year. Come make an ap-
pointment to explore your options today! 
Marsha Squires in the Study Away office, 
lower level Mourant) can help you make 
your choice. Stop by or call 796-6000 to 
schedule an appointment.

National Student Exchange: What’s in it for me?
BY EMILY KING
For the UAS Whalesong

Have you ever wanted a different college 
experience? Ever wanted to attend another 
university? Screaming fans at college foot-
ball games, toga parties, music, sports and 
theatre programs are just a few reasons why 
studying away can be an amazing opportu-
nity within the United States. The National 
Exchange Student (NSE) program believes, 
“when the concept of exchange is men-
tioned, most of us think international. The 
truth is that relatively few students take that 
step. Thinking globally begins a bit closer to 
home for NSE participants who cross state, 
regional, provincial, and cultural borders to 
experience a change of people, place, and 
opportunity. The concept of study abroad 
or study away in practice is any experience 
that allows students to experience life from 
a different point of view.”

Each year, UAS students take advantage 
of the NSE opportunity and study all over 

the country from Hawaii to New York, 
and Maine to Florida. These students have 
taken a step in furthering their education, 
broadening their knowledge base and mak-
ing friends across the US.  And, the course 
work they complete and the credits they 
earn while studying away all come back to 
further their UAS degree program.

This year several students have shared 
their thoughts and how they love their 
experience at their new university. Olivia 
Pitesa, who is attending Humboldt State 
University in California says, “Going on 
national exchange was a great decision both 
academically and personally. I’ve been able 
to diversify my education and connect with 
other faculty and like- minded students 
while learning a lot about myself within 
a new culture. While I’ve had good times, 
I’ve also been challenged and everything has 
been a learning experience for me.” When 
we asked Olivia why she chose her host 
school and why she enjoys it she respond-
ed enthusiastically, “I’m living in a really 

unique environment and getting to know 
this area is really rewarding. The majestic 
Redwood forest and California coast and 
all the amazing people here in Humboldt 
County are making me feel at home. I’m 
having a blast and I am so glad I applied for 
exchange last year!”

We also asked marine biology student 
Matthew Stevens who is attending the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Wilmington 
for the academic year what advice he would 
give to perspective exchange students. He 
told us, “Be sure to choose your location 
wisely and know that anything can happen. 
Don’t be afraid to try other programs and 
courses at other schools because they may 
not always be there. Also be sure to plan 
ahead, have the funds for the program, and 
speak with your academic advisor to under-
stand how your credits will return to your 
UAS transcript. Other than that, have fun 
and expect an adventure.”

Finally, Anna Gonwa Ramonda at Colo-
rado State University Pueblo says simply, 

“My advice to anyone considering going on 
exchange is: do it! I have met some wonder-
ful people and had many adventures here in 
Colorado! Going on exchange has  given me 
the opportunity to try new things and see a 
different way of life.” 

Participating in the NSE will offer a 
unique range of classes that will suit any 
degree, and all credits you acquire on ex-
change will transfer back as UAS credits. 
NSE applications are due by Feb. 11 for 
priority placement. If you miss the Feb-
ruary deadline, you can still get in on the 
NSE action, just note that there is a $25 
late fee and some universities are closed 
until the following placement year. So take 
advantage of this educational opportunity 
and of the time left to meet with Marsha 
Squires in the Academic Exchange and 
Study Abroad office. Marsha knows the ins 
and outs of the program and universities 
involved. Take a chance! Engage in your 
education! Learn more about yourself! Get 
your application in now!

Botswana, Hilo, Monterey Bay and beyond!
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	  Irial	  Blackthorn	  (left)	  and	  Zach	  Wakefield	  	  

	  UAS	  Astronomy	  Club	  president,	  Michael	  Bott,	  describes	  his	  film.	  

Stress Week?
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Stress, Weak!
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BY DANÉL GRIFFIN
For the UAS Whalesong

I have two disclaimers before I 
commence with this list. The first, as 
any of my faithful readers of my blog 
will know, is that I don’t much like top 
ten lists. They create a false pretense of 
finality, as if you can categorize every-
thing with a “top ten” and it will be de-
finitive. I make no claims that this list 
is definitive, because the bottom line is, 
not only is all of this a mere matter of 
my (not inconsiderable) opinion, but 
there are always more than ten films 
per year that deserve to be on a top ten 
list like this. For example, Paul Thomas 
Anderson’s “The Master” was a power-
ful love story disguised as a religious 
fable, Joss Whedon’s “The Avengers” 
was, well, exactly what everyone hoped 
it would be, and Sam Mendes’s “Sky-
fall” was a mind-blowing reinvention 
of the James Bond formula. But we 
deal in definitive tens in this society, 
so as great as these films were, I have 
to pull from my favorite of the lot and 
leave some behind. And make no mis-
take: This is a criticism of a list’s scope, 
not the films I did not select to be fea-
tured on it.

The second disclaimer: This list 
must be viewed as a work in progress. 
As of this writing, most of the films 
considered Oscar-bait remain unseen 
by me. David O. Russell’s “Silver Lin-
ings Playbook” and Steven Spielberg’s 
“Lincoln,” which purportedly provides 
the best performance of the year in 
Daniel Day-Lewis as the title character, 
have yet to come to Juneau. Other ma-
jor contenders, such as Peter Jackson’s 
“The Hobbit,” Tom Hooper’s “Les 
Miserables,” Kathryn Bigelow’s “Zero 
Dark Thirty,” Quentin Tarantino’s 
“Django Unchained,” and Michael 
Haneke’s “Amour”  have release dates 
that did not get to the finish line before 
this article’s deadline. Ask me again at 
the first of the year, and you might find 
a new list that is practically unrecogniz-

able to the one you’re about to read.
Yet I’m writing this list, for one 

reason alone: The movies below are 
damn good and need to be seen. If I 
can provide my UAS readers a guide 
for watching ten great films, whether 
or not this list is definitive or complete, 
they are all still essential viewing. But 
don’t just take my word for it; find out 
for yourself — I am but the highway 
man pointing down the road. And on 
my journey into the cinema of 2012, 
though I’m not done with my stroll 
yet, these are the films I appreciate the 
most so far on my visits to the theater 
house and my DVD purchases.

“Beasts of the Southern Wild” 
(Benh Zeitlen): If five-year-old (at the 
time of filming) Quvenzhané Wallis 
does not get an Oscar nomination for 
her role in this indie-masterpiece, I’m 
boycotting the Academy Awards un-
til ... well, until I’m done being angry. 
Because holy hell, what a performance! 
This film is difficult to pigeonhole — it 
was shot on a micro-budget with a cast 
of unknowns, yet it has been lauded in 
every festival in which it has screened. 
The premise is impenetrable, so I won’t 
bother; I’ll only say that the film ulti-
mately boils down to the relationship 
between the feisty and articulate Wal-
lis as near-toddler Hush Puppy and 
her dogged and loving father Wink 
(Dwight Henry) as they prepare for an 
apocalyptic storm while living on the 
flooded outskirts of New Orleans. Part 
fantasy, part survival drama, I suppose 
one could label Zeitlen’s film as an al-
legory for Katrina, but I concur with 
Roger Ebert, who correctly points out 
that “it is far too detailed and specific 
to easily fit into general terms.” All I 
can encourage you to do is accept this 
film on its own terms — the most vi-
sually arresting film I’ve seen in ages, 
a beautiful portrait of a family surviv-
ing by the sheer determination of their 
love, and a triumph of quiet eloquence. 
Just watch it, as soon as you can!

“The Life of Pi” (Ang Lee): Yann 
Martel’s novel, about a young boy who 
survives in a life raft that he shares with 
a ravenous Bengal tiger, should have 
been impossible to adapt. For while 
this is its superficial plot, Martel’s bril-
liant story is actually a very metaphori-
cal, deeply spiritual meditation on the 
nature of God in our every day lives. 
It contains so many hidden meanings 
and literary nuances that I for one was 
skeptical that any linear narrative could 
successfully tackle its themes. And 
when the great auteur Ang Lee an-
nounced that his adaptation would be 
a 3D extravaganza, I was even less as-
sured. But I should never have doubt-
ed the great cinematic sensibilities of 
Lee, who has after all given us some 
of recent cinema’s most emotionally 
heartfelt and spiritual parables (2000’s 
“Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon” 
and 2005’s “Brokeback Mountain”). 
His “Pi” is a revelation, both in terms 
of a multi-layered narrative and as the 
most beautiful example of 3D that 
I have ever seen (and yes — I’ve seen 
“Avatar”). This is the best possible ad-
aptation of Martel’s material that I 
could have imagined; Lee first fulfills 
the novel’s ideas and then transcends 
them with a visual interpretation that 
at once challenges the audience with 
complex, metaphysical ideals and em-
braces its viewers with a canvas of im-
ages that we have never seen before in 
any other movie. Unique, haunting, 
and beautiful.

“Searching for Sugar Man” (Ma-
lik Bendjelloul): I’ll bet you’ve never 
heard of Sixto Rodriguez, and before 
this documentary, the best of the year, 
neither had I. Though he had mod-
erate success in America as a singer-
songwriter in the 1970s before slip-
ping back into obscurity, he became a 
rock icon in an apartheid-torn South 
Africa, whispered there with the kind 
of hushed reverence usually reserved 
for Bob Dylan and the Rolling Stones. 

After he vanished from the face of the 
earth, his cult status rose in South Af-
rica, and director Bendjelloul sets out 
to charter his life, death, and legacy 
—    both in the States and beyond. 
What’s brilliant about “Searching for 
Sugar Man” is the way that Benjelloul 
transforms information into a genu-
ine narrative: He provides fascinating 
context for Rodriguez’s fame in South 
Africa, and then inserts himself into 
the story’s protagonist as he attempts 
to track down whatever became of 
the presumed-dead musician. His 
discoveries and revelations, which I 
will not reveal, lead to one of the most 
life-affirming celebrations of humility, 
stardom, and music I’ve seen in many-
a-year. Seriously — you’ll be hugging 
yourself by the end.

“The Grey” (Joe Carnahan): First 
of all, the trailer lied: This is not a film 
about Liam Neeson punching wolves 
for two hours. At some point, Neeson 
turned into the new Chuck Norris, 
and everything he does has been mar-
keted as such. Too bad, because this 
is probably the best performance that 
the actor has ever given. Just about 

the best film of its kind, “The Grey” 
concerns a North Slope employee 
(Neeson) who finds himself trapped, 
along with half-a-dozen other men, in 
the deadly arctic tundra after a plane 
crash. As they are pursued by wolves 
and are depleted by the devastating 
weather, the film transforms from a 
mere survival story to a haunting, poi-
gnant portrait of hardened men com-
ing to terms with their own mortality. 
Sure, the survival scenes are exciting, 
but what a fascinating group of men 
these are — writer/director Carnahan 
(whose previous film, 2010’s “The 
A-Team,” was no indication that he 
was capable of this kind of dramatic 
depth) gives them each weight and 
convincing personal motivation for 
pressing on, with Neeson’s dark se-
crets as the emotional center holding 
them all together. His scene in which 
he screams at God should earn him 
an Oscar nod, but I’m usually wrong 
about these sorts of things. And be-
fore I forget: There is a bit of wolf-
punching too.

PLEASE SEE ‘TOP TEN FILMS 2012’
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

UAS ON FILM

Top Ten Films of 2012 ... more or less

courtesy Journeyman Pictures

“Beasts of the Southern Wild”: “All I can encourage you to do is accept 
this film on its own terms.”
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‘TOP TEN FILMS 2012’
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

“Argo” (Ben Affleck): If this story 
wasn’t true, you’d laugh at it as a fic-
tion. As Iran held the United States 
citizens of its American embassy hos-
tage in 1980, an attempt to smuggle 
six Americans who found themselves 
in the Canadian ambassador’s home to 
safety was hatched that was so outland-
ish, so utterly bizarre that it has to be 
seen to be believed. If you don’t know 
the plan, don’t look it up — just go into 
“Argo” cold and watch the way that di-
rector Affleck unfolds the tale with the 
intensity and suspense of a Hitchcock 
thriller. He does this by assembling a 
talented cast who play characters as be-
wildered as we are at the plan’s audac-
ity (including Affleck himself, Bryan 
Cranston, Alan Arkin, John Good-
man, and a whole team of great char-
acter actors), and by stripping away 
any narrative elements besides the 
mission itself, which occupies all of the 
film’s time and space. This approach is 
a masterstroke on Affleck’s part, as the 
entire operation leaves us breathless 
and forgetting any other dramatic con-
ventions that would otherwise seem 
necessary to a good-old-fashioned 
suspense film. “Argo” is Affleck’s third 
turn as a director (after 2007’s “Gone, 
Baby, Gone” and 2010’s “The Town” 
— both critically acclaimed), and he is 
quickly reinventing himself as one of 

our cinematic treasures.

“Bathory” (Juraj Jakubisko): This 
controversial biopic of one of the most 
reviled and enigmatic figures in history, 
“Blood Countess” Elizabeth Bathory, 
has been sitting on the shelf since it 
was finished in 2008; it only quietly 
received its international release on 
DVD this year. On one hand, it’s not 
hard to understand why — this film is 
damn-near unmarketable as a revision-
ist dialogue that seeks to free Bathory 
from her alleged crimes and to cast her 
in a decidedly  sympathetic light. And 
some moments are downright goofy 
— such as DaVinci-like monks who 
ride around in ancient variations of air-
planes (no kidding). But for as much 
as Bathory wants to dismiss its subject’s 
centuries-old charges of bathing in in-
nocent virgins’ blood with the actual 
facts of the case, director Jakubisko is 
not interested in realism. This is ab-
solutely a fairy-tale as audacious as 
any version of Bathory’s life has ever 
been; it merely allows the pendulum 
to swing in the other direction by ask-
ing us to consider the possibility that, 
in the words of Braveheart, “History 
is written by those who hang heroes.” 
On those terms, “Bathory” is an eclec-
tic work of art — a film of great visual 
texture and emotional allure, headed 
by an able international cast that de-
mands that we take Elizabeth Bathory 
seriously as she is recast as a Renais-

sance woman trapped in a medieval 
world of misogyny. The film ultimately 
enchants us under its colorful, surreal 
spell, whether we accept its thesis or 
not. What a brilliant head-trip!

“Flight” (Robert Zemeckis): Every-
thing about “Flight” hinges on two 
elements that are so perfectly executed 
that they scarcely seem like cinematic 
tricks at all, but rather authentic expe-
riences that the audience must endure. 
The first is the plane crash, which is the 
initial result of the title. Zemeckis, who 
has exhilarated us with action sequenc-
es before in the war scenes of “Forrest 
Gump” and his time-traveling trilogy 
“Back to the Future,” absolutely out-
does himself with the panic and trage-
dy of this event. To describe the scene is 
to cheat — it can only be experienced. 
What follows afterward is an investiga-
tion into the life of the pilot, and this 
is the second essential element: In his 
best role in years, Denzel Washington 
gives us the portrait of an addict that 
never at any moment feels like a per-
formance, but as a person whose drug 
and alcohol abuse have placed him to 
the end of his rope but also gave him 
remarkable courage to land a broken 
plane that shouldn’t have had a chance 
at landing. Whether he is a hero or a 
villain I leave you to decide — the film 
is brilliant in its ambiguity and com-
plex moralizing of a man’s brave deeds 
over his reckless weaknesses — but this 
depiction of a man falling apart is the 
most fascinating character study of the 
year. And that plane-crash — wow.

“Looper” (Rian Johnson): Forget 
the fantasy elements, which are riddled 
with clichés. That includes the time-
traveling premise, which is more-or-
less hogwash and will never hold up 
to scrutiny. “Looper” is many brilliant 
things, but smart sci-fi is not among 
them. Nor is the plot, a bizarre combi-
nation of “The Terminator,” “Carrie,” 
and “High Noon,” something that can 
claim to have a shred of originality. But 
what “Looper” gets absolutely right is 
its narrative strategy, which is to com-
bine all of these hopelessly retreaded in-
gredients in a way that make them feel 
absolutely fresh again — that reminds 
us of why certain conventions have 
been embraced by both film-goers and 

filmmakers to begin with. The cast — 
headed by Joseph Gordon-Levitt and 
Bruce Willis as the same character at 
different points in time — plays these 
sci-fi/horror/western conventions ab-
solutely straight, and director Johnson 
shoots the entire affair from the hip 
like a skilled, old gunslinger; he utilizes 
style, energy, and great performances 
that almost mock us in the way that 
we get caught up in it all, even though, 
if we stood back, we can predict with 
absolute certainty how the film will go. 
But we don’t step back, and that’s the 
point: “Looper” somehow becomes 
an unconventional film about the ef-
fective staples found in cinematic con-
ventions, and it’s both a refreshing take 
on old material and a nostalgic waltz 
down memory lane.

“Moonrise Kingdom” (Wes 
Anderson): Wes Anderson defies all 
conventions, except the ones that 
he creates himself, which usually 
concerns brilliantly and unlikely-
casted actors trapped in the darkest 
of comedies that both celebrate and 
shake their heads sadly at family dys-
function. One would think that af-
ter 2001’s “The Royal Tenenbaums” 
and 2007’s “The Darjeeling Unlim-
ited,” Anderson couldn’t have dug 
that hole any deeper, but “Moonrise 
Kingdom,” which is set on a small 
island off the coast of New England, 
does just that, with the sort of su-
perior acting, writing, and colorful 
visuals that we have come to expect 
from this master filmmaker. The 
picture more or less concerns the 
interactions of family members and 
friends (including Anderson’s regular 
Bill Murray, and also Edward Nor-
ton, Bruce Willis, and a positively 
brilliant Frances McDormand) as 
they endearingly hate each other, 
and this is expected from Anderson’s 
previous portfolio. That said, what 
I appreciate most about Anderson’s 
latest film is how he appears to be 
fashioning himself as an American 
Ingmar Bergman — he understands 
the cinema of the human face and 
the full range of emotion that it 
can reveal, and he assembles a bril-
liant ensemble to lend gravity to the 
honest and often brutal interactions 
that he depicts. The result, both 

a comedic and ultimately moving 
portrait of relationships strained to 
the breaking point, is perhaps An-
derson’s best film so far.

“The Dark Knight Rises” (Chris-
topher Nolan): Critics and fans were 
sharply divided by the final entry in 
Nolan’s Batman trilogy, which began 
with 2005’s “Batman Begins” and 
continued with 2007’s “The Dark 
Knight.” It lacked the cliché-free fresh-
ness of the first film and the demonic 
ferocity of Heath Ledger’s iconic per-
formance as the Joker in the second, 
but I don’t think comparison is the 
point. Just as “The Dark Knight” was 
a film of drastically different tones 
and themes from “Batman Begins,” 
so too does Nolan reinvent the wheel 
of the Caped Crusader’s mythos yet 
again this, his final entry in the se-
ries. Whereas “Begins” was a superior 
example of the traditional superhero 
origin and “TDK” was a gripping 
mob drama disguised as a comic book 
adaptation, “The Dark Knight Rises” 
is a post-apocalyptic war movie that 
shows, once again, how Batman has 
become an archetype existing free 
from the confines of his own genre; 
he can be incorporated into just about 
any type of film while still retaining 
his core. To Nolan, that core is the 
grieving process that Bruce Wayne 
(played once again with great Byronic 
angst by Christian Bale) undergoes 
every time he puts on the mask — 
the wish to silence the ghosts of his 
murdered parents with every criminal 
he defeats. And as far as criminals go, 
Tom Hardy’s tortured Bane might not 
make you forget Ledger’s Joker, but 
you get the feeling that even the Joker 
would run for his life from this mad 
dictator, who means to destroy Go-
tham City’s soul through an anarchic 
uprising once and for all. A thrilling 
conclusion to both one of the great 
adventure trilogies and surely the 
greatest cinematic examination of the 
comic book hero.

Danél Griffin is a UAS Adjunct 
Professor of English. His reviews of 
other films can be found on his blog: 
http://uashome.alaska.edu/~dfgriffin/
website.

courtesy Focus Features

“Moonrise Kingdom”: “Wes Anderson defies all conventions, except the ones 
that he creates himself.”
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The big sleep: getting ready to hibernate
BY KINSEY HESS
UAS Whalesong Staff Writer

As the temperature begins to 
drop in the winter months, many 
animals turn to hibernation as a 
means of conserving energy dur-
ing a time when food is sparse. Hi-
bernation, in the strictest sense, is 
a type of winter dormancy. An or-
ganism lowers its metabolism and 
therefore its heart rate and body 
temperature. Some sources claim 
the bears do not hibernate at all 
but simply enter a torpid state 
of inactivity. Bears then can be 
said to display winter dormancy, 
but not necessarily hibernation 
as they do not experience a dra-
matic drop in body temperature. 
This type of winter behavior is 
common among many mammals 
such as raccoons, squirrels and 
chipmunks. Some hibernate in 
groups to maintain a comfortable 
winter den. When they awaken in 
the spring they shiver violently to 
regain their normal body temper-
ature. Mammals are not the only 
animals that hibernate. Several 
species of birds hibernate instead 
of migrating to warmer climes. 
The discovery of bird hiberna-
tion was largely thanks to biolo-
gist Edmund Jaeger, who in the 
1940s recorded his observations 
of the poorwill bird in the Colo-
rado Mountains.  He observed 
the birds in rock crevices seem-
ingly dead. He took their tem-
peratures and pulses and found 
no signs of life, but when he tried 
to pick them up they woke and 
flew away. Even amphibians and 

reptiles may hibernate. The wood 
frog of New England spends its 
winter literally frozen solid. Two 
thirds of the frogs’ body water be-
comes frozen during cold weath-
er. In between the frogs’ cells and 
body cavities, tiny ice crystals 
form. However, the cells them-
selves do not freeze as they are 
protected by high concentrations 
of glucose, and in this way the 
wood frog survives many long, 
cold months without shelter. Hi-
bernation behaviors are found 
throughout the animal, and even 
plant, kingdoms and are an im-
portant part of these creatures’ 
survival strategy. Organisms turn 
to hibernation in order to con-
serve what precious energy they 
have during the cold months.  
Humans cannot hibernate, al-
though we often feel as though 
we’d like to. NASA scientists have 
done several studies on the pos-
sibilities of human hibernation 
and its advantages for traveling in 
space. They have found that hu-
man hibernation is not conceiv-
able, because after several weeks 
of inactivity muscles and bones 
decrease in mass and blood sugar 
regulation ceases. Unlike animals 
that hibernate, humans cannot 
successfully lay dormant for days 
on end. The body requires hydra-
tion, nutrition and elimination 
to remain functional. The fact 
that hibernating organisms can 
control these factors leads us to 
the conclusion that hibernation, 
which was once thought of sim-
ply as a long sleep, is in reality a 
complex biological process.

photo by Kinsey Hess

Hibernation behaviors are found throughout the animal, and even plant, 

kingdoms and are an important part of these creatures’ survival strategy. 

Organisms turn to hibernation in order to conserve what precious energy 

they have during the cold months.  Humans cannot hibernate, although we 

often feel as though we’d like to.

UAS SCIENCE
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ON CAMPUS
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 12

Used Book Buy-Back, 9 a.m.-6 
p.m., UAS Bookstore. Details: 
796-6401 or bookstore@uas.
alaska.edu.
Chancellor’s Holiday Party, 3-5 
p.m., Mourant Cafe. Chancellor 
Pugh invites Faculty, Staff, and 
Students to the Annual Holiday 
Party! Featuring live music from 
the Alaskapella singers and refresh-
ments in the Mourant Cafeteria. 
Free admission. Details: 796-6509 
or uaschancellor@uas.alaska.edu.
Talk: September Road Trip, 7 
p.m., Glacier View Room 221. 
Alaska Wildlife Alliance presents: 
“Wildlife Wednesdays”: September 
Road Trip from Juneau to Denali 
National Park - Bears, Birds, Moose, 
and Much More. Presented by 
Doug Jones, Photography, Natural-
ist. Free event. Details: 907-523-

5402 or tmbrown3@aol.com or 
www.uas.alaska.edu/arts_sciences/
humanities/events.html.

THURSDAY, DEC. 13
Used Book Buy-Back, 9 a.m.-6 
p.m., UAS Bookstore. Details: 
796-6401 or bookstore@uas.
alaska.edu.

FRIDAY, DEC. 14
Used Book Buy-Back, 9 a.m.-6 
p.m., UAS Bookstore. Details: 
796-6401 or bookstore@uas.
alaska.edu.
 

SATURDAY, DEC. 15
Used Book Buy-Back, noon-4 
p.m., UAS Bookstore. Last day! 
Details: 796-6401 or bookstore@
uas.alaska.edu.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 19
Grades Due. Grades are due to 
the Registrar’s Office or posted 
online. Details: 796-6100 or 

registrar@uas.alaska.edu.

SUNDAY, DEC. 23
Campus Closed. All buildings on 
campus are closed except campus 
housing on the Juneau campus 
from Dec. 23-Jan. 1. Campus re-
opens on Wednesday, Jan. 2, 2013.

MONDAY, DEC. 24

Campus Closed. All buildings on 
campus are closed except campus 
housing on the Juneau campus 
from Dec. 23-Jan. 1. Campus re-
opens on Wednesday, Jan. 2, 2013.

TUESDAY, DEC. 25
Campus Closed. All buildings on 
campus are closed except campus 
housing on the Juneau campus 

from Dec. 23-Jan. 1.

UPCOMING
Last Day to Apply for Spring 
2013 Admission Tuesday, Jan. 1, 
2013. Details: 907-796-6100 or 
admissions@uas.alaska.edu.
Campus Opens. Campus reopens 
following winter break Wednesday, 
Jan. 2, 2013.

Campus Calendar

OFF CAMPUS
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 12

Theatre: Mudrooms: Real Peo-
ple. Real Stories. Live on Stage, 
7 p.m., Holy Trinity Sanctuary. 
The theme for this monthly 
community storytelling event is 
“Gifts.” It costs $7, to go toward 
charity. More information is at 
www.mudrooms.org.

THURSDAY, DEC. 13
Movie: “The Sessions,” 7 
p.m., Gold Town Nickelodeon. 
Synopsis: A 38-year-old man 
who has spent most of his life 
in an iron lung enlists the help 
of a sexual surrogate in order to 
lose his virginity in this drama 
starring Oscar-nominated actor 
John Hawkes and inspired by 
the life of poet/journalist Mark 
O’Brien. With the support of an 
unconventional priest (William 

H. Macy) and a devoted team 
of caretakers, the virginal writer 
hires a compassionate sex sur-
rogate (Helen Hunt), who finds 
her life profoundly transformed 
by their tender sessions. Details: 
www.goldtownnick.com.

FRIDAY, DEC. 14
Movie: “The Sessions,” 7 p.m. & 
9:30 p.m., Gold Town Nickelodeon. 
Details: www.goldtownnick.com.

SATURDAY, DEC. 15
Movie: “Short, Fat Bald Man”, 
2 p.m., Gold Town Nickelodeon.  
Part of the Global Lens Series. 
Details: www.goldtownnick.com.
Movie: “The Sessions,” 7 p.m. & 
9 p.m., Gold Town Nickelodeon. 
Details: www.goldtownnick.com.

SUNDAY, DEC. 16
Movie: “The Sessions,” 4 p.m. & 
7 p.m., Gold Town Nickelodeon. 
Details: www.goldtownnick.com.

MONDAY, DEC. 17
Movie: “Grey Matter,” 7 p.m., 
Gold Town Nickelodeon.  Part of 
the Global Lens Series. Details: 
www.goldtownnick.com.

THURSDAY, DEC. 20
Movie: “The Sessions,” 7 p.m., 
Gold Town Nickelodeon. De-
tails: www.goldtownnick.com.

FRIDAY, DEC. 21
Woosh Kinaadeiyí Poetry Slam 
& Open Mic, 6:30 p.m., The 
Rookery Café. Theme: EBB 
AND FLOW. 6 p.m. signup. Pay 
as you can. This is a monthly 
open mic and poetry slam open 
to writers and performers of all 
ages and abilities. Come share 
your poetry, songs, and talents, 
or listen and cheer folks on! Any 
talent/performance welcome for 
the Open Mic. Please bring 3 
original poems to compete in the 
Poetry Slam; winner goes home 

with $25.
Movie: “The Sessions,” 7 p.m., 
Gold Town Nickelodeon. De-
tails: www.goldtownnick.com.
Movie: “Rare Exports,” 9 
p.m., Gold Town Nickelodeon. 
Synopsis: In the depths of the 
Korvatunturi mountains, 486 
metres deep, lies the closest ever 
guarded secret of Christmas. The 
time has come to dig it up! This 
Christmas everyone will believe 
in Santa Claus. Details: www.
goldtownnick.com.

SATURDAY, DEC. 22
Movie: “The Sessions,” 7 p.m., 
Gold Town Nickelodeon. De-
tails: www.goldtownnick.com.
Movie: “Rare Exports,” 9 p.m., 
Gold Town Nickelodeon. De-
tails: www.goldtownnick.com.

SUNDAY, DEC. 23
Movie: “The Sessions,” 4 p.m. & 
7 p.m., Gold Town Nickelodeon. 

Details: www.goldtownnick.com.
Movie: “Rare Exports,” 9 p.m., 
Gold Town Nickelodeon. De-
tails: www.goldtownnick.com.

MONDAY, DEC. 24
Movie: “Rare Exports,” 9 p.m., 
Gold Town Nickelodeon. De-
tails: www.goldtownnick.com.

TUESDAY, DEC. 25
Movie: “Rare Exports,” 7 p.m., 
Gold Town Nickelodeon. De-
tails: www.goldtownnick.com.

Want us to list your 
event in our calendar? 
Send us the information  
via email to whalesong@
uas.alaska.edu. Please 
include “calendar sub-
mission” in the subject.
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As a part of the University of Alaska, 
you’ll enjoy the AT&T Sponsorship 
Program discount and all the other 
benefits of AT&T:

•   Unlimited usage on AT&T’s entire national Wi-
Fi® network, at no additional charge.1

•   The power of the Internet in the palm of  
your hand.

•   All the latest social networking apps.

•   Simultaneous use of voice and data on the 
nation’s fastest mobile broadband network.2

Visit a local AT&T store to best serve your communication needs. 1.866.MOBILITY - ATT.COM
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You could be 
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