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TRiO’s U ncertain FutureBy Hollis Kitchin
JUNEAU—  The University of Alas- 

ka Southeast is in a state of confusion. 
Students and staff alike axe unsure if a 
program called TRiO will continue to 
be supported within the campus during 
the fall 2009 and spring 2010 semesters.

TRiO is a federally funded program 
that was created in 1964. Its goals are to 
motivate and support students who are 
from low-income families, first genera- 
tion college students and students with 
disabilities. There are currently 11 dif- 
ferent TRiO programs set up within the 
state of Alaska sharing a 3 million dollar 
grant to help students that qualify suc- 
ceed in their college goals.

During a Student Government meet- 
ing held on October 2, Provost James 
Everett of UAS made an announce- 
ment that UAS would not be reapply- 
ing for the five-year grant which funds 
TRiO. At the time this decision was 
made, TRiO was not meeting the feder- 
al requirements set out for the program 
to successfully apply for the grant.

TRiO needs a minimum of 160 stu- 
dents and at least 67% of those students 
must qualify for dual eligibility; this 
means that they must meet two of the 
necessary requirements to be eligible fo r

the program’s benefits.
During the fall 2007 semester, there 

were 104 students in the program and 
only 47% of them met dual eligibility.

As of the fall 2008 semester, there are 
188 students enrolled and qualifying for 
TRiO and 78% of them meet dual eli- 
gibility requirements.

In an interview Everett-stated that, 
"We had difficulty in meeting the fed- 

 eral requirements for participation in 
the grant, they had issued a finding in 
an audit of the program and based on 
those difficulties, and other program 
management issues, I felt the program 
was already at risk for continued partici- 
pation.”

The largest concern with the students 
on the UAS campus is whether or not 
the same opportunities will be provided 
with or without the aid of the Federal 
Government.

TRiO provides a large variety of 
resources for students that are eligible. 
Carol Comolli, TRiO Director at the 
UAS campus, gives an example “If a 
student comes to us saying “My grant 
didn’t come I have to have this $240 bi- 
ology textbook or I  won’t graduate, I’ll 
have to drop out, I’m falling behind’, 
TRiO will buy it and check it out to that 
student for that semester, we won’t give 
it to them because we can’t by law, [but] 
we can develop a library.”

Benefits such as the lending out of 
books, laptops and calculators help pro- 
vide students with the tools they need to
succeed i n

Continued on Page 6

TRiO employee Sarah Campen talks with students Amy D uFresne and 
Esther Rico , along with M arco U lloa from the Learning Center dur- 
ing a TRiO breakfast event at the REC Center. P hoto courtesy TR iO

Considering the Cafeteria
By Mallory Millay

JUNEAU—  Ever since NANA 
management took over last year, there 
has been some controversy concern- 
ing the cafeteria and food services.

Many students believe there has 
been an increase in prices and a lack 
of diversity in foods. There have also 
been questions raised about the meal 
plans that the freshmen living in Ban- 
field and students living in the apart- 
ments are required to have.

Some of the students with vegan 
or vegetarian preferences also believe

that there is a lack of diversity in the 
choices offered by the cafeteria.

Ryan Cortes a 19-year-old from 
Puerto Rico, a  freshman majoring in 
elementary education at UAS, pre- 
fers to eat some of the vegetarian op- 
tions.

Cortes feels that although they do 
offer a vegetarian selection at the caf- 
eteria, it is pretty limited. “Every day 
it seems like they have something veg- 
etarian, but they only have it as an en- 
tree, so you only have one choice. If

you are vegetarian or vegan you only 
have one thing to choose from that is 
vegetarian friendly, while if you or- 
der from the grill you have a lot more 
choices. I think they could definitely 
improve but it’s not the worst.” 

Students living in the apartments 
on campus tend to not go to the cafete- 
ria at all, but make food in their apart- 
ments. According to Victoria Spencer 
a 23-year-old from Sacramento Cali., 
who is currently taking general stud- 
ies and living in the apartments: “It’s

just more convenient to go to the store 
and buy something to cook than to 
walk down to the cafeteria every time 
you want to get something to eat.”

Ian MacDougall a 20-year-old ju - 
nior mathematics major from Asto- 
ria, Ore. shared some of Spencer’s 
views. “I think I’ve eaten at the caf- 
eteria maybe 4 times. It is just much 
more convenient to cook at the apart- 
ments.”

MacDougall also gave his opinion 
about the meal plan some students

Continued on Page 6



Opinion
Legal drug is poison of choice

By Laura Lemire
Recently I was informed that a 

movement in Vermont—the state I 
hail from—is in the midst of a heated 
debate over the legal drinking age.

Most Alaskans might not be aware 
of Vermont’s reputation in the lower 
48 as a “Hell-raising” state. Vermont 
was the first state to legalize same-sex 
marriage and is one of the most lib- 
eral states.

The bill was introduced by Rich- 
ard Marron, a Vermont State Repre- 
sentative. If  it passes, Vermont would 
stand out as the only state with a legal 
drinking age under 21. 17 law mak- 
ers to date have signed on as co-spon- 
sors.

Minor alcohol consumption is not 
uncommon, but it is more difficult for 
minors to consume because under 
aged drinkers can not purchase the 
alcohol themselves.

A mere four years ago, I would 
have cheered my home-state with 
praise and rallied in support of such

a bill; but this was back in the day, this 
was before I was legal.

When the big 2-1 hits, somehow 
we’re all amazed that we made it 
there at all.

When an adolescent reaches the 
age of 21, the days of jumping fences 
and playing hide and seek with the 
cops are over. The standard ceremo- 
ny involves a trip to the bar with 21- 
year-old peers to celebrate this com- 
ing-of-age.

Most bars down south give a free- 
drink to the newbie when they read 
the birth date printed on the license. 
Another fresh 21-year-old has been 
inaugurated in the bar culture.

The fact of the matter is that al- 
cohol is a  dangerous drug and the 
younger an individual is, the less likely 
they are to drink responsibly. Drink- 
ing is harder to get away with when 
you are living at home but when an 
18-year-old reaches college, the win- 
dows of opportunity are swung wide

open.
My first two years of college were 

spent in a drunken stupor. I attend- 
ed a small private military college, 
enrolled in the civilian sector. Two 
years prior to my attendance, a stu- 
dent fell to his untimely death out of 
a fifth story window; alcohol played a 
factor.

Norwich University taught me how 
to drink. In this new environment, I 
found a social scene perpetuated by 
alcohol. You would be surprised how 
much drinking occurs on a “dry cam- 
pus.”

Unprepared for these new expe- 
riences, I was launched into a brave 
new world where sex and intoxication 
ruled supreme and where I contin- 
ued to push my limits to the point of 
abuse. It can take years to break free 
from the brink of alcoholism.

Moving to Alaska, what I realized 
is that this is a problem everywhere, 
across the U.S.; the youth culture

is drinking its angst away. But how 
many people are aware of the detri- 
mental effects of alcohol on a devel- 
oping brain?

The fact is that legal drugs, alcohol 
included, kill 30 times more people 
than illegal drugs do. Perhaps the 
reason why people overlook this sta- 
tistic is that alcohol related deaths oc- 
cur most frequently in an older subset 
of the population, and the effects of 
alcohol abuse come much later than 
those of habitual legal drug abuse.

Alcohol education is a preventative 
step and should be emphasized more 
in health classes across the country. 
We need more than just a DARE pro- 
gram for the fifth graders. If  Vermont 
intends to lower the drinking age, the 
state should first take the consequenc- 
es into consideration and find a way 
to promote responsible alcohol use.

Production N otes
By Sarah Alii Brotherton

As th e  U niversity  o f  A laska 
S o u th east’s s tu d en t new spaper, 
it is o u r  jo b  as the  staff o f  T h e  
W halesong  to  rep resen t the  stu- 
d en t body  a n d  p rov ide the  voice 
o f  the  m asses— w hich  is n o t an  
easy task  considering  th e re  are 
six o f  us a n d  n early  a  th o u san d  o f 
you. In  read in g  this new spaper, 
you  m ay  com e u p o n  statem ents 
you  d isagree w ith  a n d  perh ap s 
beg in  to  th ink , “T hese  people 
d o n ’t speak  fo r m e!” Luckily, 
th e re ’s a  w ay to  fix this.

In  o rd e r to tru ly  be the  voice 
o f  U A S’s s tu d en t body, we need  
he lp  from  you— the stu d en t 
body! You d o n ’t  have to  spend 
a rd u o u s  am o u n ts  o f  tim e to be 
helpfu l— if  you  see som eth ing  
you th in k  cou ld  be im proved, 
send  us an  e-m ail o r give us a 
call. W e’re alw ays looking  for ta l- 
e n ted  a n d  d ed ica ted  w riters to 
jo in  o u r staff: we still have sev- 
e ra l p a rt- tim e  p a id  re p o rte r  p o - 
sitions open . I f  you d o n ’t  w an t to 
co m m it b u t still w an t to  co n trib -

u te, be  a  freelancer. I t  is seriously 
an  aw esom e deal: you agree to 
cover a n  event; we get you free 
tickets a n d  a  gift certificate  to  a  
local business. All you have to 
do is w rite  a  sto ry  a b o u t it  an d  
take a  few  p ictu res.

You can  also w rite  a  le tte r to 
the  ed ito r o r op in io n  colum n. 
S hare  y o u r views on  a  top ic  a n d  
get it  pub lish ed  so th e  w hole 
com m unity  can  see it. S u b m it a 
sh o rt story, po em , p h o to g rap h , 
carto o n , new s brief, joke , o r  any- 
th in g  else you believe o th e r stu - 
dents w ou ld  enjoy seeing. T h is  is 
yo u r new spaper, a n d  we w an t to 
be y o u r voice— all you have to 
do is te ll us w h a t to  say.

Send  a l l  m ateria l or jo b  inquiries to 
L a u ra  Lemire, riverdog1 8 @ aol.com . 
B e  sure to include y o u r  fu l l  nam e a nd  a  
short expanation o f  w h a t the m ateria l 
is, i f  i t  isn ' t  obvious. D irec t questions 
or com ments about production or lay- 
out to Sarah  A l i i  Brotherton, sabroth- 
erton@ uas. alaska. edu.

V oices from the Past
The following is a letter to the editorthat originally ran in Issue 10 of theUniversity of Alaska Juneau Whale-song, February 12, 1982 Dear Editor,

 I  a m  opposed to t h e  suggested 
 $10 p e r  c red it h o u r tu ition  in- 
 crease, a t th e  Ju n eau  C am pus, for 
 the  following reasons;
 1.) A lthough its pu rpose  is ad-
 m irable, t he  am oun t i t  would 
 raise for Ju n ea u  w ould be negli- 
gible an d  could result in  reduced  
 general fund  appropriations in  
 an tic ipation  o f  tu ition  receipts.

2.) I t  opens the door for addi- 
tion  m ovem ent tow ard  funding 
based  on  revenue ra th e r th an  on 
need  an d  education  is one area 
w here the concept, is totally in ap - 
p ropriate . 

3.) I t  will discourage part-time 
students because these people 
have not the scholarship fee waiv- 
er resources that full time students 
do. When costs of education in- 
crease student loans can increase;

but wages -  the only resource of 
 the part-time student - d o  n o t 
increase. A reduction in part-time 
student  attendance would 

 little impact at a large campus, or 
one with a large full-time popula- 
tion such as Anchorage and Fair- 
banks. However, part-timers are 
Juneau’s major student base. 

W e n eed  to encourage these 
people to  enroll as a  first step to- 
w ards building a  full-tim e stu d en t 
body, n o t discouage them . P art- 
tim e students are  the  ones w ho 
enable classes to  be  offered which; 
will a ttrac t full-tim e students. A t 
least un til UAJ builds a  decent 
base  o f  full-tim e students, p a r t-  
tim ers must be encouraged in  
every way possible. Increasing  the  
cost o f  a  3 -cred it class to  $105.00 
is a  step in  th e  w rong  d irection .

K it  Stewart
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In a N utshell...
By Whalesong Staff

Recent W ork Art Show

O ver 150 Ju n ea u  citizens 
flocked to the Lake R oom  on the 
upper level o f  M o u ran t on Fri- 
day

N ovem ber 7 for the U niver- 
sity o f  Alaska Southeast A rt D e- 
p a rtm en t’s show entitled  “R ecent 
W ork.”

E ighteen works o f  art, each 
done by various ceram ics and  
sculpture students w ere displayed 
M onday th rough  Sunday. T he  
works o f  clay th row n on  the wheel 
an d  h an d  built, h igh  an d  low fire, 
were shaped in to  a  variety  o f 
pieces.

M att D avidson’s piece, “T h ree  
L idded J a rs ” fea tu red  3 nearly 
identical w heel throw n ja rs  w ith a 
b it o f a  twist an d  alm ost disfigure- 
m en t to them , giving them  a great 
am oun t o f  dep th  an d  shadow.

O ne piece th a t drew  m uch at- 
ten tion  was a  h a n d  built piece by 
D oris A lcon entitled  “Aviateur 
Frequent N o. 2” w hich translates 
to “F requent F lier N o  2.” This 
in triguing w ork included a  rab b it 
swinging on a  trapeze and  pieces 
o f  a  broken rab b it on  the floor;

the initial reaction by m ost was 
fear th a t som ething h ad  broken 
bu t people w ere reassured by the 
artist th a t it was in tentional.

M ore artw ork included a sake 
set by C helsie H arris  entitled, 
“Sake it to M e,” a  large shouting 
head  by M att Voelckers entitled, 
“Go T itle  Yourself,” an d  m any 
o ther well constructed  an d  cre- 
ative pieces created  by students.

Dean to be replaced

Patrick Brown, the D ean  o f the 
Arts an d  Sciences D epartm ent, 
is being  replaced as o f M onday, 
O ctober 27. B row n has been  the 
D ean  o f Arts an d  Sciences a t UAS 
for approxim ately 1 year.

T h e  question everyone is ask- 
ing is, why is the  dean  being re- 
placed?

A ccording to UAS Provost 
Jam es Everett, som e changes 
needed to be m ade to uphold  
the U niversity’s two m ain  goals: 
teaching and  learn ing  and  stu- 
den t success.

Everett also explained th a t very 
few sizeable changes are due to 
occur following the repercussion 
because o f the change o f deans.

Everett was unable to c o m m e n t 
on the precise reason for the re- 
lease o f  Brown from  his position. 

In  a  la te r interview, P a trick  
Brow n explained th a t he  was a n  
“a t will em ployee” and  these em-  
ployees can be fired w ithout any 
reason by the  establishm ent em - 
ploying them . Brown also stated  
th a t he  is lim ited to w hat he can 
say due to the laws an d  regula- 
tions th a t p ro tec t the University. 

“C urren tly  Brow n is still draw- 
ing benefits an d  being p a id  while 
he is on leave,” Everett said in  an  
over the phone interview. B row n 
has been  p laced  on  adm inistrative 
leave pend ing  reassignm ent.

However, in  6 m onths on A pril  
27, this p lan  will te rm inate  due to  
the policy o f the board . I t  is p o l- 
icy to give these 6 m onths o f  p a id  
tim e to  a te rm ina ted  employee.

Brown said th a t he is ju s t try- 
ing  to  figure ou t w hat he will do 
next. H is p lan  is to  look for new  
em ploym ent som ew here in  the 
low er 48.

A t the  m om ent, there is no one 
lined up  to replace the previous 
dean. Everett will be taking over 
the  position for a  short tim e un - 
til an  adequate  rep lacem ent for 
the jo b  is found. D uring  this tim e 
p ap e r w ork will be com pleted 
an d  teachers will be consulted 
abou t how  they feel concerning 
the change in  the  adm inistration

o f the Arts an d  Sciences D ep art- 
m ent.

52nd Annual Ski Swap

A t 10 a.m . on Saturday N ovem - 
b e r 15, the doors to C entennial 
H all opened for the Ju n eau  Ski 
C lu b /N a tio n a l Ski Patrol 52nd 
A nnual Ski Swap.

H undreds o f Ju n eau  citizens 
w aited in  a  line th a t w rapped 
a round  the backside o f the build- 
ing  an d  dow n W illoughby Ave. 
for over an  ho u r w ith the hopes 
o f getting in  early to find the  best 
gear before it w ould be  gone.

“I  got there a t abou t 9:00 a.m ., 
h ad  to stand  outside, w hich w asn’t 
too b a d  it w asn’t  terribly cold 
ou t,” A ria Chipley, a  University 
o f Alaska Southeast studen t re- 
m arked. Chipley m ade away w ith 
a  b ra n d  new  ski coat for a  lo t less 
then  she would have got it  new  
from  the  store.

W ithin 30 m inutes o f the  Ski 
Sw ap’s start, over h a lf  o f the  gear 
was gone from  its original p lace- 
m ent, a n d  the check-out line had  
already stretched  across the bas- 
ketball cou rt sized room .

T hose in  line e ither h ad  one or 
two pieces o f  equ ipm ent o r h a d  a 
new  snow board, bindings, boots, 
helm et, coat an d  pan ts— every- 
th ing  needed  fo r th e upcom ing 
season.

JUNEAUITES PACKED CENTENNIAL HALL FOR THE 5 2 N D  ANNUAL SKI SWAP, WHERE 
THEY COULD PURCHASE NEW AND USED SKI AND SNOWBOARD GEAR. PHO TO BY

H ollis K itchin.

D oris Alcon’s Aviateur frequent No. 2, an eyecatchnig piece that in- 
cluded A BROKEN CLAY RABBIT ON THE FLOOR. PHOTO BY HOLLIS KlTCHIN.
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Finding the R ight Path
By Craig Bergquist

People are brainwashed 
from elementary school 
straight through high school 
to believe that there is a right 
way to live your life: finish 
high school, do well in col- 
lege, work for 30 years and 
maybe m eet someone along 
the way.

Gregor Johnston, a love 
child originally from Texas 
and Missouri and a student 
at UAS has followed a very 
different path.

“I just never really fit in 
anywhere down south, I had 
friends in St. Louis, Kansas 
City, Dallas, San Antonio, 
but I never really wanted to 
stay.” Johnston said.

Leaving Texas, John- 
ston moved to Anchorage in 
1980 and continued his ca- 
reer as a police dispatcher. 
Living in Anchorage, John- 
ston quickly realized that 
the area was nothing special 
to him, and moved out to 
the bush to explore, where 
he fell in love with the local 
culture.

After meeting a woman 
and getting m arried, John- 
ston moved to Haines and 
had three children. “Haines 
was easily my favorite place 
to live. Com pared to Juneau 
it has twice the snow, half 
the rain, and double the 
sunshine,” Johnston said.

Eventually his wife 
turned to drugs and alcohol, 
and they separated. After a 
difficult divorce, Johnston

got custody of the children. 
“I f  you are going to smoke 
or drink or, be responsible,

don’t let it take over your 
life.”

After being a single parent 
for 7 years, Johnston eventu- 
ally m arried a woman with 
two boys of her own. “One 
of the interesting parts of 
it was when we went out to 
the diamond mall or to the 
movies; we used to get a lot 
of looks. Three short little 
Eskimo kids, two good sized 
boys that are half black, and 
my wife and I. We were an

interesting crew. We called 
ourselves the Rainbow 
Brady Bunch.”

Johnston settled down 
and was the “Papa Bear” of 
the rainbow Brady Bunch. 
The kids grew up one by 
one and went off to col- 
lege or after girls, and they 
all moved out. Johnston’s

second wife was diagnosed 
with cancer, and passed five 
years later.

“I was alone in a house 
that usually had 7 people in 
it. It got so bad that I could 
hear my own heart beat.” 
After grieving, Johnston 
eventually sold his house. 
Later he met another wom- 
an named Lynn. After mov- 
ing down to Arizona with 
her for a year, they got m ar- 
ried in Decem ber and de- 
cided to move back up to 
Juneau, which is where they 
live now.

Although Johnston took 
a different path than most 
to get there, he is in school 
again, working on his el- 
ementary education degree. 
“It was my kids were who 
really pushed me to be an 
education teacher. They re- 
membered the homework 
sessions at the table while I

cooked for them  and when 
I asked them what I should 
go to college for, they said 
be a teacher.”

Although the road has 
been difficult, Johnston has 
finally found happiness in 
Juneau.

“Its just kind of funny 
being a 54-year-old newly- 
wed and in college, but it 
has turned out really well. 
W henever I talk to old 
friends on the phone they 
always say I seem happy 
with my wife and new life, 
they can hear it in my voice. 
They say that Alaska must 
be treating me well finally, 
and I have to agree.”

The Johnston’s celebrate 
their one year anniversary 
this December.

“It ’s ju st kind of funny being a 54- 
year-old  newly-wed and in coll-

lege...”

"T hey say that Alaska must he 
treating me well— f inally, and I

have to agree.”

P hoto by Craig Bergquist
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Considering the Cafeteria (Continued)
are required to have. “I don’t see the 

point in having a meal plan with $250. 
It seems like a waste. I can understand 
having it for freshmen since they don’t 
have the kitchens we do. They would 
eat a lot of Ramen otherwise.”

Ashlyn Voorhees is an 18-year-old 
freshman from Eagle Point Ore. seek- 
ing an associate’s degree in nursing. 
She believes that the cafeteria is very 
well-located. “I eat there about 3 times 
a  day. I get a salad and then between 
my classes I get chips and stuff later 
on. It is pretty convenient since all my 
classes are in the Egan building, I just 
walk over.”

First year students Taylor M urph 
and Aria Chipley, who live in Ban- 
field, expressed their opinions about 
the meal plan and the food from the 
cafeteria.

“I don’t think freshmen understand 
the college experience, so it’s probably 
a lot easier for them to get the meal 
plan,” When asked about the meal plan 
required for Banfield residents, M urph 
a 19-year-old from Ketchikan major- 
ing in marine biology said, “Then they 
can have an option for meals and not 
worry about running out of money.” 

Chipley, from Gustavus, Alaska and 
is taking general studies, thought the 
food served at the cafeteria was satis- 
factory. “For a small campus, it is pretty 
varied. I think they put in a good effort 
to give us some healthy options.”

Both Chipley and M urph said they 
thought items from the grill were pret- 
ty pricey. According to John Ames, the 
General M anager of Dining Services 
on campus, the grill is one of the more 
expensive food choices offered in the

cafeteria.
Ames pointed out that although 

nearly all prices on the menu have 
been increased, the grill and beverage 
prices are the ones that people are no- 
ticin g . “There has been a change for 
approximately 10% of existing menu 
items. Since the energy crisis in Ju- 
neau this past spring, and until recent- 
ly with the skyrocketing costs of fuel, 
die overall prices from our distributors 
have increased over 50% in some cas- 
es.” NANA has been forced to increase 
prices due to these energy costs.

Ames also explained some of the 
changes that have taken affect since 
NANA took over last year.

“Grab n Go items have appeared 
in the M ourant Cafe, Spikes Cafe and 
the Bear’s Pantry. Daily vegetarian op- 
tions are offered at the M ourant Cafe

for lunch and dinner as well as a four- 
fold increase in Bear’s Pantry items.” 
And that is just listing a few.

Student Government and the ad- 
ministration have recently agreed to 
implement a program that will place 
100% biodegradable containers in the 
cafeteria. Items replaced would include 
hot and cold cups, 6 inch plates, soup 
bowls, to-go containers and flatware.

There will be additional charges for 
these items due to the higher cost of 
them. These charges are being passed 
on to everyone at the same cost as they 
are purchased.

If students are interested in attend- 
ing one of these Student Government 
and Administration meetings and 
hearing what is going to be planned for 
the dinning services, there are meetings 
the last Friday of every month.

TRiO’s  Uncertain Future (Continued)
their classes. TRiO has the ability to 

hire tutors for specified student needs. 
Unlike the Learning Center on campus, 
which only has tutors in the subjects of 
M ath and English, TRiO  can hire tu- 
tors in Biology, Spanish and History, 
and these tutors can sit and work with 
the student for as long as it takes for 
them to understand the material.

TRiO  also provides workshops to 
help students improve their writing skills 
and understand MLA formatting 

“TRiO has helped me with my edu- 
cation by sticking by my side and mak- 
ing sure that I am keeping up with my 
classes, and am not falling behind,” 
explained Lorena Phillips, a 19-year- 
old general education major from No- 
atak. According to Comolli the TRiO 
program does not hold students hands 
and makes sure they are working hard; 
TRiO  informs students, who may not 
otherwise be aware of how they are do- 
ing in their classes, of their grades so 
they can seek the help they need to im- 
prove them.

“They have been a huge help! I  was 
able to get all my financial aid, housing 
and various other UAS related issues 
taken care of before the semester started 
with the help and assistance of TRiO!” 
24-year-old psychology major, Larina 
Santos from Juneau exclaimed.

Becuse of the small number of stu- 
dents TRiO  helps, they are able to pro- 
vide help in filling out paperwork and 
finding answers to scholarship questions 
in a much more one-on-one manner 
than that of other offices on campus. 

During the Student Government

meeting many students raised concern 
that if the TRiO program is brought in- 
house, the same friendly and helpful at- 
mosphere might be lost and that would 
be a big loss. “TRiO has lent me cal- 
culators, given me money towards my 
education and a campus family when I 
knew no one,” Kiara Alexander, a 31- 
year-old human services graduate from 
Washington said.

Carol Camolli explains that the TRiO 
program puts on events for the students, 
•giving it a close knit feel and allowing for 
a close bond between students. She does 
not claim that this is something only 
TRiO has, the same thing occurs with 
sports teams and other various groups 
where people spend large amounts of 
time working together and providing 
support for one another.

“We are. trying to ensure the suc- 
cess of all of students through a variety 
of programs in Academic Affairs and 
through Student Services. In my expe- 
rience over the last 20 years, we have a 
unique and remarkable group of faculty 
and staff here involved in student suc- 
cess initiatives who commit every day 
they come to work to helping students 
succeed in their programs at UAS,” Pro- 
vost Everett replied in answer to a ques- 
tion regarding enrollment and student 
retention.

He went on to explain, "We are 
examining the way forward with the 
TRiO program, including alternatives 
that might be possible given improved 
experience with our management of 
the federal grant and their requirements 
for participation. The program Director

is working closely with other UAS staff 
and this office to ensure the best out- 
comes for all TRiO  participants.”

At this point in time it is unclear what 
will happen to TRiO, applications for 
the grant renewal are due in spring of 
2009. TRiO is now meeting the federal

requirements, and students within the 
program are successful in their studies. 
With these new improvements of the 
TRiO program and the decisions made 
in the 2008 spring semester only time 
will reveal the future of TRiO on the 
UAS campus.
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T hanksgiving:
T he Buried H oliday

By Craig Bergquist

November 27 is a day filled 
with turkey, black buckled hats, 
and good company. Thanksgiv- 
ing has become one of North 
America’s hallmark holidays.

It is an opportunity to spend 
time with the family and an ex- 
cuse to make a nice meal. It is 
an occasion where everyone can 
enjoy a tradition of food and be 
content with the country for at 
least one day in the year. The 
culture of cornucopias and 
happy natives eating pil- 
grims food is one that 
is ingrained in the 
holiday as deeply 
as Santa is to 
Christmas, but 
is may sur- 
prise you to 
know that 
this is a re- 
cent addi- 
tion.

Thanks- 
giving as 
we know it 
did not ex- 
ist for the 
pilgrims. In 
fact, the pil- 
grims were 
starving, and 
the winter was 
hitting them hard.
It was the natives 
that had all of the 
food, and it was the na- 
tives that taught them how 
to grow in the temperamental 
New England soil and how to 
prepare the local foods.

The picture that is painted by 
all of our traditional Thanks- 
giving advertisements and cul- 
ture could not be more wrong. 
The Native Americans had held 
annual harvest celebrations for 
generations, long before the pil- 
grims arrived on their shores.

The Americans would steal the 
idea from the Natives and call 
it Thanksgiving. It was not an 
idea that the settlers came up; 
it was a day when the Natives 
feeding the starving colonists.

The fact that Thanksgiving 
was made a nation- 
al holiday 
f o r

w a r - 
time mo- 
rale is very often over- 
looked... The fourth Thursday 
of November was nothing spe- 
cial until 1863.

In 1863, the Civil war had 
been raging on for two years, 
and the bitter cold of win-

ter was setting in. The Union 
troops needed something to lift 
their spirits. Abraham Lincoln 
had just the thing; a new na- 
tional holiday. It promoted na- 
tionalism and a renewed sense 
of spirit among the troops.

As pointed out by 
James Low- 

 en in

h i s 
book, Lies 

my Teacher Told Me: 
“The Pilgrims had nothing to 
do with it; not until the 1890s 
did they even get included in 
the tradition, for that matter, 
no one used the term Pilgrims 
until the 1870s.”

The Thanksgiving tradition 
and the “holiday season” is 
something that has largely been 
accelerated by the media. With 
the ease of advertising and the 
idea of an entire season devot- 
ed to shopping, it is not hard to 
see why retailers would want 
to support Thanksgiving. Not 
only do they enjoy the jump in 
the sale of turkeys, cranberry 
sauce, and pumpkin pies, but 

also greeting card s, dried 
corn, even plane tickets. 

We are brainwashed 
straight up through 

elementary school 
with hand tur- 
keys and Pop- 
sicle stick pil- 
grims. It is a 
tradition that 
the media is 
more than 
happy to

p r o m o t e ,  
b e c a u s e 

they make a 
killing, and 
we smile all 
the way.

The idea 
that the tradi- 

tion of Thanks- 
giving has been 

passed down hun- 
dreds of years is ri- 

diculous. The holiday 
we celebrate today is 

rooted in hundreds of years 
of fabrication along with half 
a century of advertising cam- 
paigns, and it is important to 
embrace that. Thanksgiving 
as a national holiday is a great 
chance to spend time with your 
family, reconnect with people, 
be proud to be an American 
ana eat good food. I think that 
is enough of a holiday in itself.
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Sex W eek M akes Sex Education Fun
By Hollis Kitchin

JUNEAU—  The first reaction of 
many students when hearing about 
“Sex Week,” an event held at the Ju- 
neau REG from November 2-5, was 
split between confusion or excitement. 
Many students didn’t know what it 
was until they got there.

The signs were up in the cafeteria, 
the housing lodge and around campus 
advertising games: “Sex Scrabble,” 
“Sex Jeopardy,” “Condom Bingo” 
and “Sex in the Shower.” This posters 
informed students of the time and lo- 
cation of all events, 7-9 p.m., Sunday 
to Wednesday, at the REC.

“Sex Week” is put on by the Peer 
Advocates (PA) o f student housing at 
the University of Alaska Southeast, 
sponsored in part by a grant from the 
Alaska Department of Heath and So- 
cial Services.

“Really we’re just doing sex educa- 
tion and promotion of safe sex,” Peer 
Advocate Allison Boyd stated. All the 
games centered on facts about sexu- 
ally transferred infections (STIs) and 
common misunderstandings about 
sex.

Each game night was set up with

information about STIs, different 
types of precautions to take before 
being intimate with someone as well 
as basic biological facts about sex. 
O f course, the team that won each 
night had their pick of prizes. Gutting 
boards, pasta and sauce sets, towels, 
pots and pans, and mugs with hot 
chocolate filled the prize table the first 
night of game play.

The first game of the week was 
“Sex Scrabble,” and students entering 
the entertainment room of the REC 
found a giant scrabble board 16ft x 
16ft, a pile of scrabble tiles each one 
square foot and four “tile keepers.” 
Couches and chairs all facing away 
from each other were set up around 
the board. The usual “double let- 
ter” and “triple word score” squares 
littered the board but among them 
were bright pink squares marked “Sex 
question 5 extra points!!!”

“It was incredibly fun” Taylor 
M urph exclaimed, a freshman from 
Ketchikan, Alaska majoring in M a- 
rine Biology.

Bonus points were given for play- 
ing sex related words and answering

questions relating to sex correctly.
During “Sex Jeopardy,” famil- 

iar faces from the previous Scrabble 
night reappeared for another shot at 
winning prizes for dorms and apart- 
ments alike.

The categories filled the projection 
screen that Monday night, “History,” 
“Non-Hetero,” “STIs,” “Men’s,” 
“Women’s” and “Culture.” Questions 
came and points were gained and lost 
at a fast rate, a few technical errors 
occurred; mostly repeat questions 
popping up and trouble determin- 
ing which group raised their flag first. 
Despite the technicalities, all in all, 
the teams had an enjoyable time.”

The night of “Condom Bingo” 
was just like any other bingo night; 
however instead of tiles being read 
out as B-52, they were read as B-con- 
dom, G-lingerie, and other sex related 
clip-art instead of numbers.

Rounds of bingo went until all the 
prizes from the week were gone, al- 
lowing for an hour and a half of solid 
bingo playing.

“We’re not trying to force feed 
them information, we’re just really

concerned about the well being of 
UAS and that, you know, being young 
adults we also want them to start tak- 
ing responsibility for things they do 
and [start] realizing that ‘hey things 
can happen to me.’ It’s such a small 
community that we need to be able 
to take responsibility for our actions,” 
CJ Reeves II, another Peer Advocate 
explained.

“Sex in the Shower” was the final 
event of the week, an informal ques- 
tion and answer session between guys 
and girls about sex and relationships. 
There was a curtain put up and guys 
could sit on one side, girls could sit on 
the other if they wanted to keep their 
responses anonymous.

The fun filled atmosphere, unlike 
that of most high school health classes, 
gave an entertaining and unexpected 
way to learn about STIs, and aspects 
of sex that will surely be memorable.

The PAs o f  U AS housing would like to 
remind students living in the freshman dorms, 
and the apartments that there are free con- 
doms located in the Peer Support Office lo- 
cated in the Lodge

Student A lumni A ssociation Brings Batman to UAS
By Hollis Kitchin

JUNEAU— Students at packed into 
the REC on November 15 to enjoy a 
well-prepared dinner and feast to the 
sounds of Batman on the big-screen. 
The turnout to the Student Alumni As- 
sociation’s “Dinner and a Movie” show-

ing of the Dark Knight was impressive
This month SAA showed the new 

Batman movie, accompanied by a buffet 
of Italian food, including lasagna, garlic 
bread, Cesar salad, and chicken penne 
alfredo. At this “Dinner and a Movie,” 
over 100 students attended along with 
20 people not part of the Student Alum- 
ni Association.

A small $15 fee charged to every stu- 
dent taking 6 credits or more a semes- 
ter at the Univeristy of Alaska South- 
east here in Juneau, allows entry to the 
monthly SAA “Dinner and a Movie” 
event, student also receive one free t- 
shirt and water bottle each, can attend 
the annual etiquette dinner for free and 
get discounts for a variety of off campus 
programs.

“It’s a branch of the regular Alumni 
Association; normally an alumni associ- 
ation is for people who have graduated 
from a university, ours is a alumni and 
friends association actually, so we have 
people who have graduated and people 
who are just supporters of the univer- 
sity. In 2003, our director Lynn Johnson 
came up with this idea that she found

out at a conference down south call the 
‘Student Alumni Association,’ and the 
point is to train people while they’re still 
in college to be part of a group,” Keni 
Campbell, Alumni Relations Manager 
said.

At least once a month since August, 
the SAA has provided a dinner and 
movie catered by Abbie’s Catering, for 
more variety and because most of the 
SAA events are held at the REC cen- 
ter the association is not required to use 
NANA as their caterers.

"I t  gives me something to do in my 
spare time, a place to hang out with 
friends, maybe play pool while watching 
a movie, basically get out of the dorms,” 
Scott Begins, a Marine Biology major 
from Soldotna, Alaska expressed.

"I  was amazed at how many people 
showed up, it was about three times as 
many as usual,” Randi Spray, a student 
employee with SAA stated. There are 
783 members of the Student Alumni 
Association

O f the initial students charged, only 
130 opted out of the payment that 
would have had to pay to get into the

SAA event. Students who live off cam- 
pus are usually the ones that opt out, 
along with students who are taking on- 
line courses.

“I haven’t been to any of the SAA 
events because I don’t live on campus. 
I almost went to the one last Friday but 
something else came up. I’m sure if I 
lived in the dorms and didn’t have things 
I had to do off campus, I’d go to them 
all the time,” Boni Parker, a ceramics 
TA from Juneau.

SAA has made donated money to 
university projects and for the past two 
years, they have made a donation to 
TRiO in order to provide bus passes to 
students within the program.

“We’re always looking for fun ideas of 
things people feel are missing or things 
that are interesting to this year’s group 
of people as opposed to last year’s group 
of people because there are always dif- 
ferent people around. People are always 
welcome to our meetings, the first Fri- 
day of every month at 1:30 p.m. in the 
Novatney Conference room,” Camp- 
bell urged.

Students stand in line for food at 
SAA’s recent “ D inner and a M ov- 
ie” at the REC. P hoto by H ollis 

K itchin
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Parnell discusses Alaska’s economic future
By Tom  Hewitt, UAF Sun Star

FAIRBANKS —  Last Monday, 
Lt. Gov. Sean Parnell spoke at UAF 
in  an  address on  Alaska’s long-term  
econom ic future.

H e  sought to reassure the audi- 
ence th a t Alaska’s long-term  eco- 
nom ic future is rosy, b u t the data 
he presented sometimes contra- 
dicted his overall theme.

Parnell spoke about a  variety o f 
different econom ic and  political 
events, b u t re tu rned  m any times 
to his thesis th a t Alaska is a place 
where the A m erican D ream  still 
lives. “I  still have tha t belief that 
this is the greatest place in A m er- 
ica— probably  in  the world— to 
raise a  family, to get a  job, to get an  
education,” Parnell stated early in 
his address.

A lthough Parnell stuck by his 
hopeful outlook, bad  economic 
news consum ed m uch of the ad- 
dress. Parnell conceded tha t the 
econom ic crisis tha t began in  the 
real estate sector and  has spread 
to the financial m arkets will have 
negative effects on Alaskans. “It 
looks like w e’re heading into a  re- 
cession,” said Parnell, acknowledg- 
ing the likelihood tha t A m erica’s 
econom y will n o t rebound quickly 
from  its financial-woes.

Parnell also recognized tha t the 
swiftly falling price o f oil, while 
beneficial to consum ers at the gas 
pum p, m ay dam age Alaska’s econ- 
omy. “O il prices cam e down from 
a h igh o f abou t $147 in  July to  $59 
today,” said Parnell. “T h a t’s going 
to have some implications across 
the board .” T h e  im pact o f low oil 
prices becam e crystal clear a  few 
m inutes later, as a  subsequent por-

tion o f the address stated tha t Alas
ka’s 2009 budget will require an oil 
price o f around $62 p e r barrel to 
avoid a  revenue shortfall.

O il’s value is likely to rebound 
w hen A m erica’s economic pros- 
pects improve, b u t the future of 
Alaska’s' oil revenue isn’t exactly 
cheery. T he lieutenant governor’s 
presentation showed that Alaskan 
oil output is in decline, and not 
likely to rebound. “O il produc- 
tion continues to decline,” Parnell 
stated. “I t’s a  m ature field.” C on- 
sequences o f declining oil revenue 
could profoundly affect the state’s 
income; according to Parnell’s 
figures, oil money makes up over 
three-quarters o f the total value 
o f Alaska’s extracted resources. 
“Effectively, the state o f Alaska is 
potentially heading into lean times 
here, in  term s of revenue,” said 
Parnell, “because the production 
o f oil is coming down and  the price 
is coming down.”

Still, no t all o f Parnell’s num bers 
contradicted his optimism about 
the state’s economic future. T he 
high price o f oil over the past year 
allowed the state to pu t money into 
reserve funds and insulate against 
com ing hard  times. “We have about 
$10 billion stashed in  savings, not 
counting Perm anent Fund,” Par- 
nell said. H e stated tha t the funds 
should cover the state’s financial 
needs for ten years, but ceded that 
his figures assumed that the gas line 
will be built in  ten years.

Parnell’s hopes for economic 
growth appear to be partially 
p inned  to the university. “UAF is 
clearly an  integral p a rt o f  these

challenges that w e’re working to 
m eet as a  state,” the lieutenant 
governor said to the students in  the 
audience. “A nd you’re right in  the 
center o f  it.” Later, Parnell stated 
that one o f the reasons he thinks 
UAF students will play a  m ajor role 
in  providing for Alaska’s economic 
future is tha t “ [Students’] idealism 
hasn’t  been jad ed  as m uch, per- 
haps, as a  forty-something o r a  fif- 
ty-something...if  you’re a  student, 
then obviously you’re here because 
you have some ideals left.”

In  questions after the address, 
Parnell provided the clearest insight

into the real determ ining factor for 
Alaska’s long-term  economic fu- 
ture. In  response to a  question by 
business student Paul M cD onald 
about transitioning to a  m ore sus- 
tainable economy, Parnell said, "As 
long as our state budget is depen- 
dent upon a  resource that is vola- 
tile in  term s o f pricing, then w e’re 
going to experience the boom  and 
bust.”

T h e  lieutenant governor’s ad- 
mission that Alaska’s economic 
welfare is handcuffed to oil was a  
little off-message, perhaps, b u t he 
spoke no truer words all evening.

Lt . Governor Sean Parnell spoke at UAF with the message that UA stu- 
dents are vital to Alaska’s economic message. P hoto by N ina Schwing-

HAMMER.

Students organize to Stomp the V ote
By M aureen McCombs, UAF Sun Star

FAIRBANKS—  O n  Sunday, 
from  2:00 to  5:00 p.m ., students 
congregated in  the W ood C enter 
multi-level lounge to organize for 
“Stom p the Vote.” T h e ir mission: 
to stom p the w ord ‘Vote’ into the 
hill below  W est Ridge. Stom p the 
Vote was organized as a  b iparti- 
san event to  encourage the student 
population to  vote this Tuesday.

T h e  group consisted o f 12 vol-

unteers from ASUAF, Young Re- 
publicans, an d  UAF Students for 
O bam a. T hey were arm ed  with 
squirt bottles filled w ith cherry 
Kool-Aid because “It’s colorful, 
plus it’s tasty,” explained Todd 
Vorisek. This is the first year tha t 
anything like this has been at- 
tem pted. T he  group got together 
last weekend as well for a  couple 
practice rounds with a  sign outside

the SRC and  on various sidewalks 
around  Fairbanks. T here  were high 
expectations as everyone dispersed 
to  m ake their way up to the hill. 
“I t’s gonna be huge,” anticipated 
D avid Spencer, who had  originally 
thought o f  the idea to  pa in t the 
snow. “I  had  been trying to think 
o f ways to get advertising space,” 
he said. T h en  one day w hen he 
was driving past the ice park, the

idea cam e to him , and  Stom p the 
Vote was born.

O nce everyone was together on 
the hill, they began to outline the 
w ord “Vote” by stom ping it ou t in  
the snow. By 4:00 p.m ., their num - 
bers had  dwindled from  12 down 
to five, and  despite frozen nozzles 
and  cheeks and  hands brigh t red 
from  both  cold an d  dye, the w ord 
“Vote” was legible in  the  snow.
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Blue city, R ed state?
By Craig Bergquist

JU N E A U —  H ere  at UAS, we 
have an  unusually diverse voting 
pool on campus.

O u t o f the fifteen students in- 
terviewed, 4  students will be vot- 
ing for M cC ain , 6 o f them  will be 
voting for O bam a, and  a  surpris- 
ing 5 individuals will be voting for 
independent pa rty  candidates or 
are still undecided. A lthough there 
were the obvious base differences 
in  policies, alm ost everyone agreed 
on several o f the m ajor questions.

O ne  of these big questions was 
“W hat do you think about m edia 
sensationalism and  focusing on 
the d irt on the candidates ra ther 
than  on the politics?” T here  was a 
nearly unanim ous disgust w ith the 
dirty politics and  the coverage tha t 
the m edia gives it.

C arleton Shorey, a Ju n eau  resi- 
dent and  UAS freshm an has had  
enough w ith the m edia. “T h a t 
is why I do no t w atch the news. 
W atching the news to m e is like 
w atching a  movie. I t  entertains 
me, b u t it does n o t tell m e w hat I 
w ant to know. I f  you actually w ant 
news, w hat you should do is n o t 
watch the m ainstream  news. Go 
out there and  get your own infor- 
m ation.”

O ne Banfield hall resident, 
Chloe H all from  K etchikan, 
sum m ed up h e r feelings in  one 
concise statem ent. “T h e  problem  
is tha t it works. T h e  candidates 
would no t ru n  sm ear cam paigns if  
they didn’t get results, and  the m e- 
dia would n o t cover it  if  we were 
no t interested.”

Sophom ore, B randy Disben- 
nett answered: “H onestly I  am  one 
tha t doesn’t care abou t w hat you 
have done in  your past if  you are 
the one who is going to go in  and  
get the jo b  done. I  care abou t your 
policies and  w hat you th ink  and  
w hat you feel. I  don’t  care about 
anything else.”

Colin Johnson , a  ju n io r from  
M innesota, was sym pathetic for 
the candidates. “Yeah, she’s got 
family troubles, b u t I don’t think 
th a t should hold  any sway over

how  h e r political life goes. She’s 
ju s t a  person like everybody else, 
she’s got problem s in h er family, 
and  I  don’t th ink tha t we should 
hold th a t against h e r as far as her 
career is concerned .”

Ben Browne, a  Business m ajor 
and  Ju n eau  resident since 1989 be- 
lieves th a t the problem  is too wide- 
spread. “T h a t is w hat elections 
have becom e in  this country: w hen 
it gets close, ju s t focus on the nega- 
tive, focus on the personal. W hen 
th a t happens is th a t it stops being 
about th e issues an d  abou t their 
personal lives an d  th a t is no t w hat 
w e’re voting for.”

A nother issue th a t the m ajority 
o f the students agreed upon  was 
the selection o f Sarah  Palin as the 
republican runn ing  mate.
  M ax  Fleischfresser, another 
Banfield freshm an, felt very strong- 
ly about the issue. “I  don’t know 
w hat M cC ain  was thinking. This 
was one o f the m ost rushed deci- 
sions th a t I  have ever seen. Even 
the locals disagree w ith his choice. 
This is no t abou t w hat state she 
was from , o r how  m uch h e r w ard- 
robe cost. I t  is abou t if  she can lead 
the country  if  som ething happens 
to M cC ain .”

D isbennett, however, defended 
the choice, “In  m ost respects, I 
don’t  th ink it was necessarily a  bad  
choice. I think th a t because o f the 
Alaska thing, she hasn’t really been 
involved in  M iddle Eastern  affairs 
o r anything, so she will take a  very 
objective standpoint. I  think that 
from  th a t po in t it will be good.”

W hile m ost o f  the people inter- 
viewed look at Palin’s inexperience 
in  foreign affairs as a  disadvantage, 
D isbennett sees it as keeping Palin 
objective.

Easily the m ost interesting o f the 
interviews cam e from  the  students 
tha t were e ither undecided o r were 
voting for a th ird  party  candidate.

W hen  asked why he was voting 
for Bob Barr, the libertarian  can- 
didate, Kelly H ackkm an, ano ther 
Banfield resident responded: “T he 
reason th a t I  am  voting libertar-

ian  is because they are consistent 
in  their beliefs. A  flat tax, personal 
liberty an d  less governm ent regu- 
lation are all im portan t beliefs in 
their party. M cC ain  is going to be 
ju s t as b ad  and  w ants to keep the 
w ar going, w hich costs us a  lo t o f 
m oney even though he talks about 
cutbacks. O b am a really ju s t wants 
to spend all o f my m oney too, and  
th a t’s w hat it really comes down to 
for me. M y personal liberty and  
m y money, they are m ine to do 
w hat I  w an t w ith.”

Shorey was one o f the undecid- 
ed voters. “I  don’t trust O bam a, 
bu t I don’t  like M cC ain. W hat I 
do no t w an t to do is throw  away 
m y vote, w hich is w hat voting for a 
write-in is. So for me, it will p rob- 
ably be the lesser o f  two evils. W ith 
M cC ain , even if  I  do n o t agree 
w ith his politics, a t least he  is tak- 
ing a  h a rd  stance on them . I  feel 
like O b am a  has been  going back 
and  forth. “

Brown also specified his dislike 
o f O bam a. “M ore th an  th a t I like 
M cC ain , I  really don’t  like O bam a. 
W hen  it comes down to politics 
you really have to ju s t pick the one 
th a t you hate the least. W hat I  do 
n o t like about O b am a is th a t he 
w ants to tell us how  m uch m oney 
we can m ake in  a  year, and  he talks 
about the redistribution o f wealth. 
I  am  all for the free m arket, and  
O b am a’s socialist policies will no t 
be good for it.”

T h e  results from  the interview - 
ees were unexpected. Ju neau  is 
typically know n as a  Blue city in 
a  R ed state. College campuses are 
also know n to vote m ore heav- 
ily for dem ocrats. T h e  students at 
UAS fit info neither o f those cat- 
egories neatly.

We are a  diverse student body 
w ith varying political beliefs. I f  
there is one th ing th a t these inter- 
views have m ade clear, it is tha t 
w hen it comes dow n to the vote 
from  UAS, it is anybody’s gam e in 
November.
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Students get
ACTIVE IN POLITICS
By M ichael R.L. Kern, The UAF Sun Star

FAIRBANKS—  I t’s the  politi- 
cal season, an d  there  are only a 
few weeks to  go before a  decision 
will be m ade a n d  a  new  leader 
will ascend to  the  w orld stage as 
the figurehead o f  the  executive 
b ranch  o f the  U n ited  States o f

Am erica
This contest has once again 

come dow n to  two o f the  oldest 
games in  tow n. T h e  R epublicans 
of the G ran d  O ld  Party  cam e ou t 
strong w ith Sen. Jo h n  M cC ain  
and Alaska Gov. S arah  Palin. T h e  
D em ocrats cam e to  a  consensus, 
choosing B arack  O b am a  and  J o - 
seph B iden, as th e ir candidates for 
the presidency.

Sw ept up  in  the  political m a- 
chine, two studen t groups, the 
Young R epublicans an d  Students 
for O b am a, have organized them - 
selves on  cam pus to support each 
candidate.

T h e  Young R epublicans b ring  
to the  table an  enthusiasm  for 
M cC ain  an d  his run n in g  m ate’s 
varied experience, tou ting  years 
of legislative experience b rought 
by M cC ain  an d  the im p o rtan t ex- 
ecutive experience held  by Palin.

A rth u r M artin , p residen t o f  the 
Young Republicans, explained, 
“O b am a  has b een  in  the  U.S. Sen- 
ate for 143 days before deciding to 
run  for president. ... M cC ain  has 
been in  Congress for 26 years and  
served in  the  m ilitary  ... w hen it 
comes to experience, there is no 
com parison. Palin has been  gov- 
ernor for 180 days, b u t she’s also 
been a  m ayor.”

Students for O b am a  hold 
in h igh regard  O b a m a ’s abil- 
ity to show efficacy. O ne  student 
poin ted  ou t th a t O b am a’s m uch- 
derised com m unity  organizing

experience should no t be taken 
lightly. Students for O b am a  dis- 
cussed their cand idate’s ideas to 
change the econom y as his biggest 
strength. O ne student said th a t 
O b am a doesn’t  believe in  giving 
tax  breaks to the wealthy, an d  tha t

everyone else will see less taxes.
T h e  Young Republicans felt 

th a t the feasibility o f O b am a’s 
plans were frail a t best, as em - 
ployers who do m ake m oney over 
th a t magic num ber o f $250,000 
would be p u t off a t doing business 
in  the U.S. and  w ould ra th e r be 
elsewhere, fu rther depressing the 
economy.

As to the war, the  Young R e- 
publicans were quick to b ring  up 
M cC ain’s m ilitary experience in  
dealing w ith foreign powers tha t 
are currently  engaged in  Iraq  and  
Afghanistan. T hey  also thought 
he would deal w ith Ira n ’s nucle- 
a r am bitions a  b it be tte r than  
O bam a, citing the Illinois Sena- 
to r’s prom ise to  sit dow n w ith the 
Iranians to talk things ou t as be- 
ing limp-wristed.

O n  the o ther wrist, O b am a’s 
boosters felt it took a  certain  cool- 
headedness to n o t ju m p  a t the 
chance to go to w ar after the Sept. 
11 terrorist attacks on New. York 
C ity and  touted his reluctance to 
attack Iraq .

W hen asked if  they would have 
gone a  different direction if  an  
independent h ad  becom e a  m a- 
jo r  national candidate, m ore than  
h a lf o f  the population  o f each 
gathering had  strong feelings in 
th a t direction, and  a  good portion  
would have supported  one if  tha t 
person seemed to be a  viable can- 
didate.

"This contest has once again come down to 
two o f  the oldest games in town.”
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