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Campuses 
defend 
spending 
University chancellors 
fight allegations of 
bloated administration 

By Melissa Eichholz 
Northern Light News Editor 

University of Alaska chancellors are 
scrambling to present current data to the 
university president and the Board of 
Regents after what they call "misrepre
sentative" statistics were given to Alaska 
legislators during a meeting held in 
Anchorage earlier this month. 

The chancellors said the statistics pre
sented gave t.he impression that the cam
puses have high administrative costs rel
ative to similar universities. -

The figures were passed out during a 
July 10 meeting organized by _Sen. Tim 
Kelly, R-Anchorage. It was the first of 
what he referred to as "Unofficial 
University of Alaska Breakfast Club" 
meetings designed to increase communi
cation between university officials and 
state legislators. 

During the meeting, UA President 
Jerome Komisar presented legislators 
and regents with comparative figures 
from 1995. The figures compared admin
istrative costs between UA and universi
ties of similar size, such as Iowa State 
University and the University of Hawaii
Monoa. 

This data showed UA's administrative 
costs for the three main campuses and its 
statewide administrative offices were 
nearly double those of other states in 
some departments. 

The flaw in these comparisons, chan
cellors say, is that costs for the statewide 
administrative offices of the other.state 
universities used for the comparison 
were omitted from the data, whereas 
UA's statewide costs were included. 

"We should be comparing apples to 
apples," UAA Chancellor Lee Gorsuch 

See Defense, page 5 

The sun's reflection 

TOM StKORAITHE NORTHERN LIGHT 

Long days of sunlight keep the bloom on the university's flowers. Anchorage experienced unusually wann weather this 
summer. According to the National Weather Service, temperatures reached as high as 19 degrees above average. 

Climbing accident prompts little action 
By Charles Adamson 
Northern Light Reporter 

Almost a month following the accident 
on Ptarmigan Peak that claimed two stu
dents' lives, very few questions have 
been answered. 

University officials are tight-lipped 
when it comes to discussing the accident 
and any actions the university might take 
as a result. 

The chancellor and provost are form
ing a task force. However, it's not clear 
what the purpose of the task force will be. 

"Until it's put together, we can't say 
what it's going to be about," said 
University Relations employee Nancy 
Killoran. 

The task force will likely be com
prised of members of the local communi
ty, as well as people from the Lower 48. 

Alaska Wilderness Studies director 
Deb Agango said it is completely specu
lation at this point what the task force 
will do. She believes it will be looking at 
the program as a whole rather than 
specifically at the accident. 

"They're taking a look at adventure 
training, the benefits and risks of the pro
gram," Agango said. 

She thinks the task force will be used 
to examine the program on an ongoing 
basis and make recommendations to 
Chancellor Lee Gorsuch. Gorsuch was 
unavailable for comment Thursday. 

Agango feels A WS's status won't be 

radically affected. 
"I'm confident in the benefits we pro

vide and our performance in the last 25 
years," Agango said. 

She said all the students have been 
released from the hospital and are in good 
condition. 

The university is still waiting to 
receive the results of reports and investi
gations. 

David Alutius, an official from ' 
Northern Adjusters Incorporated, an 
insurance company, is investigating the 
accident. 

Northern Adjusters had possession of 
the students' equipment for two. weeks 

See Accident, page 5 
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Crises deserve public opinions 

The university is crumbling at our feet. The budget is being slashed, tuition 
is rising, faculty positions are going vacant and classes are being canceled. 

''\fiY WOUlP THE ~HINE£ 60VERMMEHT HEEP 
TO JUY ltWl.U£tl'E WITM USNM'IJW'i'' 

And, as far as we can tell, nobody cares. 
Although The Northern Light reserves two pages each week for communi

ty opinions, we have received only a handful of letters in the past four 
months. 

Even the tragic death of two UAA students in a climbing accident June 30 
did not prompt a single comment of sympathy or concern. 

This level of apathy is not new to UAA, but it is becoming more danger- · 
ous. Apathy has allowed legislators to cut our budgets and regents to raise 
tuition and student fees. It has also allowed the deaths or hospitalization of 12 
students to slip by without inspection or concern. 

These two pages of The Northern Light belong to you. It is your space. 
You can use it to air your opinions about important issues facing our commu-
nity, or even your latest personal complaint. · 

As a university newspaper, we strive for opinion pages that challenge our 
readers' minds, provide insight into alternative viewpoints and spark debate. 

But we can't do that alone. We need your inspiration and ideas to ignite 
debate-and examination of the complex issues we all face. 

If you care about what's happening at the university, a community problem 
or global issues, let us know. Send a letter or opinion piece to The Northern 
Lignt and share your insight. 

After all, a mind thinking great thoughts in a void does little good. 

Passing the torch: Northern Light gets new _editor 
As The Northern Light finishes printing its last issue of the summer, a new editor is 

set to take control. William K. Wolfrum was selected in April by the Media Board to 
lead the newspaper for the next year. 

~~--r . 

- -Y!ft • -• . ,::ff._~ 
Wolfrum's previous newspaper experience includes one year as sports editor for 

The Northern Light, a summer internship at t_he Skagway News and reporting for 
California newspapers. His duties as editor will include controlling the newspaper's 
content, hiring staff and overseeing the newspaper's $180,000 budget. 

Current editor Mary Crego will be leaving the paper to pursue a job as a reporter 
with The AJaska Star newspaper. Crego graduated from the Department of Journalism 
and Public Communications in May with a degree in public relations. She worked two 
years at the newspaper and spent eight months as editor. 

Herb lock 

Democrat supports higher education and UAA 

The Northern Light will publish its first issue with Wolfrum at the helm August 19. 

Want.ea.a let ten to the ecll tor 
The Northern Light accepts letters up to 250 words 
(or publication. Letters must _be received each week 
by Thursday at 5 p.m. to be considered for publica
tion. For us to verify authorship, letters must include 
a phone number. 

Send your letters to: 
Mary Crego, Editor 
The Northern Light 

3211 Providence Drive 
Campus Center 215 

Anchorage, AK 99508 

Dear Editor, 
Recent budget decisions and a flurry 

of letters to the Anchorage Daily News 
raise questions about the Republican led 
majority's commitment to_ the university. 
As a member of the Democratic minori
ty, I want members of the university 
community to clearly understand that 
Democrats aspire to more than medioc
rity, we aspire to excellence in education. 
Higher education cultivates the critical 
thinking skills that serve students, fami
lies and communities through life. It is 
limiting to advocate that a university's 
sole function is to train students to fill 
existing jobs. The university should be a 
place where individuals exercise their 
inteflectual curiosity. Then, we can have 
a more dynamic community, able to meet 
both the economic and the academic 
challenges of the future with confidence 
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and success. 
Many members of the majority dis

play an attitude toward UAA's nationally 
recognized W AMI medical program that 
dramatically illustrates the need for the 
university community to speak and vote 
on behalf of Alaska's commitment to 
higher education. Those members indi
cate a willingness to dismantle the pro
gram entirely, or to allow it to devolve 
from a top-tier program into a mediocre 
one. If a successful program like W AMI 
can be targeted, then no program can feel 
safe. Cutting the budget should cost more 
than it saves. Unfortunately, apathy can 
be confused with complicity. Don't 
watch all this in silence, let the majority 
know that higher education should be a 
high priority. 

Ethan Berkowitz 
State Representative 

' ' 
Quote of 
the Week 

Until it's put 
together, we can't 
say what it's going 
to be about. 

- Nancy Killoran 
from University 
Relations discussing 
the purpose of a task 

force about the ' 
Ptarmigan Peak climb-
ing accident. 
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UAA alumna's life experiences fuel writing career 
By William Stenzel 
Northern Light Assistant Section 
Editor 

Everyone has a novel under their bed 
to sell, right? Big bookstores dedicate 
whole shelves to "How to Get 
Published" books aimed at shy writers 
unwilling to share their great American 
novel with the rest of the world. 

Local author Andromeda Romano
Lax had no problem sharing her words, 
but feedback on those words was the 
slightly scary part. First published in 
Seventeen magazine at the age of 17, 
Romano-Lax went on to publish two 
guide books and recently won the 
UAA/Anchorage Daily News creative 
writing contest. After years of publica
tion, however, attending an Alaska 
Wilderness Studies wilderness writing 
class provided her first nerve-wracking 
taste of criticism. 

incorporati-ng motherhood into a life of 
travel and outdoor pursuits. 

~ather than limiting her personal life 
to essays, Romano-Lax said, "Every 
story ends up heading toward what you 
care about most. When I started writing 
an article for Sea Kayaker magazine 
about Kachemak Bay, I tried to write it 
from the gonzo-adventure standpoint. I 
kept mentioning Aryeh (her son), and the 
magazine eventually told me, 'The real 
story here is about your son. Why don't 
you focus on tlrat.' And people are really -
into that kind of article. A lot of kayakers 
have kids and they want to know where 
to go and what to do." 

buses pull up to the city',s 
newly expanded cruise 
ship dock. Passengers 
streamed out of the big 
boat, blinking into the 
sun. A few brave adven
turers strolled purpose
fully down the coastal 
road, away from the 
crowds (alas, to 
nowhere-they shook out 
their kinks and turned 
around after a few hun
dred yards). The rest all 
crowded into buses .... 
Had they managed to see 
any of Southeast yet? Or 
had they seen only the 
insides of boats and 
buses, gift shops and 
hotels?" 

"I always kept a kind of wall between 
me and the audience," she said. "I work 
on pieces and then I send them out, but 
the wilderness writing class was the first 
time that I actually brought work out for 
criticism in a small group." 

With Aryeh, writing has become a 
part-time job, but Romano-Lax still pub
lishes regularly in We Alaskans, and is 
working on a new guide-book project 
about public cabins in Alaska. The new 
book developed directly from personal 
interests, as do all her projects. For 
example, her first guide book, "Sea 
Kayaking in the Baja," was originally 
written as a travel narrative. 

"We ended up putting $3,000 of 
equipment on our credit cards and then 
spent four months kayaking down the 
coast," she said. 

. Appearing this week 
at Cyrano's-to promote 
her own writing, 
Andromeda is supportive 
of others' publishing 
efforts as well. With 
degrees in political sci
ence and fisheries man-

PHOTO COURTESY OF Andromeda Romano-Lax 
Former UAA student Andromeda Romano-Lax is in 
town promoting her professional writings. 

Taught by Bill Sherwonitt, author/edi
tor of several books, including "Alaska 
Ascents," and former sports editor of the 
Anchorage Times, the spring semester 
class was aimed at editing and develop
ing personal essays. Romano-Lax 
brought works about the difficulty of 

Her second book, a guide to hiking 
trails in Southeast Alaska, was completed 
with Ary eh in tow. In the introduction, 
she writes, "One clear warm day in 
Haines, Alaska, I was walking along the 
waterfront when I saw a Jong line of 

agement, Romano-Lax 
has turned writing about her life interests 
into a successful (and award-winning) 
part-time job. 

"Anyone who wants to write, should 
write," she said. 

Andromeda Romano-Lax will be 

appearing at Cyrano's Bookstore this 
Friday at 7 p.m. She will have copies of 
her books and several of her recent We 
Alaskans publications. Cyrano's 
Bookstore Cafe and Off Center 
Playhouse is located at 413 D St. Call 
274-2599 for more information. 

Decreased enrollment forces USUAA to pinch pennies this year 
By Tara Sexton 
Northern Light Copy Editor 

A projected enrollment decline was 
the deciding factor in budget cuts made to 
student programs for the coming year. 

According to USUAA figures, enroll
ment is expected to decline by 1,000 stu
dents during the 1997-98 school year. 

USUAA's budget request for fiscal 
year 1998 is proposed at more than 
$650,000--about $76,000 less than the 
previous year's. 

Student body president Kevin Tritt 
said many student programs were asked 
to cut about 25 percent from their fiscal 
year 1997 budget to come up with the 
current request figure. He said, however, 
that everyone was aware of the declining 
budget situation and were cooperative. 

"We didn't have to twist any arms," 
Tritt said. 

Some programs, however, took more 
cuts than others. 

Major savings came from a reduction 
in the student movie pass program. Half 
of the $10,400 previously budgeted for 
student movie passes was cut for fiscal 
year 1998. USUAA will now buy tickets 
from theaters for $4 and sell them back to 
students for $2, producing $2,000 in rev- 1 

enue. Last year, tickets were given to stu
dents for free on a first-come, first-serve 
basis. 

"(This) would acount for the major cut 
made to the activities budget," Tritt said. 

In addition, a $2,000 cut was made to 
the student bus pass program. Overall, the 
activities budget is down almost $9,000 
from last year. 

Club Council is another area that took 
large cuts. Its budget, at about $22,000, is 
more than $16,000 less than last year. 
Jenny Adzima, the administrative assis
tant for Club Council, said the cut will 
probably lead to the reformation of their 
funding request criteria. 

"(Club Council has) been very willing 

to give out funds to help clubs in the 
past," she said. "It will become more dif- · 
ficult to get funds this year." 

Conversely, some program budgets 
were increased out of necessity. 

An area of the budget that requires a 
substantially larger amount of money is 
USUAA's personnel costs. Previously, 
there were many unfilled, part-time posi
tions in the office. They have now been 
combined to form two full-time posi
tions-but at a cost of more than $60,000 
in salary and benefits, about $12,000 
more than the previous year. 

Tritt said the positions of administra
tive assistant and assembly assistant will 
assure someone is in the office on a regu
lar basis, answering phones, fielding 
questions, selling movie tickets and han
dling correspondence. He said this will 
help remedy some past inefficiencies in 
the office. 

"We felt it was very important ... to 
have someone experienced in office pro-

toco\ to help us," Tritt said. 
As for areas that need to see more 

money in the future, Tritt said he thinks 
money for legislative affairs, which 
finances travel to Juneau to lobby the 
Legislature and to attend Board of 
Regents' meetings, could use a boost. 
Last year its budget was projected at 
$7,100, but this year it has dropped to 
about $4,000. Tritt would like to see 
money set aside for the president and 
someone else from legislative affairs to 
ensure travel so UAA is aware of regents' 
discussions and decisions. 

Reflecting on the budget problems of 
last year, Tritt is looking forward with a 
positive attitude. However, he said suc
cess will also depend on the budget com
mittee and the recruitment of interested 
students. 

"I think it will run more smoothly 
because we learn from our mistakes," he 
said. "We allowed ourselves to get a little 
behind last year and it snowballed." 

UAA's student government _hardest hit by budget cuts and low· enrollment 
By Melissa Eichhob in activity fee revenues and reduced enrollment. Campus FY96 FY97 FY98 
Northern Light News Editor Government at the Anchorage campus will make Actuals Budget Proposed 

up the difference with a reduction in Concert Board 
The University of Alaska's student governments projects, legal services and other student activities. UAA $653,600 $730,604 $654,200 

will receive more than $2 million for fiscal year 1998 The government at the University of Alaska UAF 985,451 985,250 1,032,770 
operations. Southeast will receive $160,000 for its operations, an UAS 111,508 157,250 160,640 

The Board of Regents approved the budgets for the increase of about $4,000 from 1997. Kenai 43,141 47,290 50,765 
entire system's student governments at its last meet- Students who are taking more than three credit Homer 18,933 22,962 22,476 
ing held in June. hours in Juneau will have to pay a flat rate of $20 for Kodiak 9,600 11,600 

Leading the way is the University of Alaska activity fees starting in the fall, up from $15 per Mat-Su 21,762 20,445 26,115 
Fairbanks, with $1,032,770 in budgeted revenues and semester. The increased revenue is expected to be PWS/Valdez 8,400 27,273 
expenditures, up from $985,250 in fiscal year 1997. used for extending the hours of the Mourant Building Q>rdova 3,250 6,673 

Officials at UAF's student government expect to activities center. Copper Basin 2,675 1,419 -
generate more income in activity fees, and will spend The 10 smaller extended sites make up the rest of Kuskokwim 26,563 25,000 25,000 
the additional money in general administrative ser- the student government budget for the university, Sitka 14,796 10,700 14,710 
vices and to repay a ASUAF deficit. including more than $50,000 for the Kenai Peninsula Ketchikan 15,593 19,530 19,130 

UAA's budget is down more than $76,000 for the College and $25,000 for the Kuskokwim campus. 
year, totaling $654,000, due to an expected reduction 

SOURCE.' VARIOUS UNIVERSITY FINANCIAL DOCUMENTS 
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Campus Scanner 
The University Police Report for July 10 through July 2J. The Qlmpus Scanner does not iepresent all the calls received by the University Police Department. 

July 10 red July J 5 from behind the Business by university police. 
•A physical 1 1 ed ;;ave. 

0
; 'ldin •UPD observed a man walking two dogs without leash-

the Auto/DP ~ntl eBm~ldi~yeeJreThpott two moose ~ ucatton w g. es. The man was given a leash law violation ticket. 
etse. u1 ng . e moose were mom- ' 

tored by UPD until they moved off campus. July 15 . 
•Anchorage Fire Department and maintenance person- •Two moose were seen on the west side pf the Science 

net responded to investigate a fire alarm in the Arts Building. The moose were observed by UPD until 
Building. The ala.rmsoundcd as a ttault of fog they ~ntered the woods. . . . 
machine left on accidentally. •While on patrol at Templewood housmg, a university 

police officer found a backhoe in the no.rchw_esc con· 
struction area with its engine running and without an 
operator. An employee of Cornerstone Contracting 
came to turn it off. 

July 11 
•A student called UPD to request.assistance in.rctriev- · 

ing his belongings.from Ternplewood aparrments, as 
he was previously trespassed from the property and 
could not return without an escort. A university offi
cer and the resident adviser resp0nded to provide an 
escort while the student removed his belongings. 

July 13 
•A student called university police to report that he had 

lost his backpack with bis camera and perishable items 
inside. 

•A man using the emergency phone outside the Eugene 
Short Building called UPD to request transportation 
to aitheroe alcohol center. Anchorage Police 
Department officers responded to make the transport. 

JuJy 14 

J .. Jy 16 
•UPD was advised of a person camping on UAA prop
erty. A university officer approached the camper, who 
said that he would leave the area in the morning. 

•While on patrol in the west quad area. an officer 
observed a moose and calf. The moose were monitored 
until they moved into the woods near the Physical 
Education Facility. 

•A university employee found a lost 7-year-old boy at 
the intersection of UAA Drive and Sooter Lane. UPD 
located the boy's sitter in the Learning Resource 
Center. The juvenile's mother was informed of the 
incident. 

July 18 
•UPD received a report of several skateboarders near the 

Physical Education Facility As police arrived, the 
skateboarders moved off camp~. 

July 19 
•While on patrol in the west campus central parking 

lot, university police observed a suspicious vehicle. 
The driver agreed to leave campus. 

July 20 
•Anchorage Fite Department responded co a fire alarm 

for student housing building 5. A university officer 
made a check of the building and found someone had 
pulled the alarm as a pn\llk. 

July 22 
•An employee in the Physical Education Facility report

ed a white male who repeatedly entered the women's 
locker room to UPD. The incident is under investiga· 
tion. 

July 23 
•While on a routine craffic stop; a UPD officer found 
that a student was driving with a suspended license. 
The student was given a verbal warning not co operate 
motor vehicles without a valid license. 

July 17 •Anchorage Police Department advised university police 
of an anonymous 911 call reporting 'Russian agents' •A student was fo~d by custodial services working 

after hours in Room 117 of the College of Arts and 
Sciences building. A UPD officer responded and the 
student left the building without incident. 

at the College of Arcs and Sciences building. UPO 
responded and found the area dear. 

•A grounds department employee reported the theft of 
a UAA tricycle from the greenhouse. The tricycle was •Three male juveniles were asked to stop skateboarding 

Campus Center game room loses television 

d@))@l 
@ff ! 
. . . . 
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when ""u sh@w us "@ur UAA student lD 

fr~m June thr~ugh August 

• @nly ®'t . 

H~me ~f the @ri9in~I Al~sk~n 899el 

............ 14~ West ~4th Avenue ~······· 

By Tara Sexton 
Northern Light Copy Editor 

Students accustomed to stopping at 
the Campus Center game room for a 
between-class television break are out 
of luck. 

The television, which was estimated 
to be more than 10 years old, broke 
and was wheeled out of Room 216 for 
good in early June . 

"It was time," said facilities and 
information desk supervisor Dean 
Campodonico, adding that repairs 

r-----------------------------, 

Got 
dlte? 

If you do, bring them to the 

Capri Cinema 
Tuesdays or Wednesdays for a 
2 for 1 movie pass with this 

coupon 
Also get I medium popcorn, 

and 2 small l 6oz. drinks 
for just $4.95 

call 561-0064 
for information & showcimes 

3425 E. Tudor Rd. 
Muse show valid UAA ID. 
Not valid with any other 

promotion or offer. 

L--------~~-Cfli'!!-~?!.:,9J _____ _ 

NOW ! The Northern 

would cost more than buying a new set. 
Campodonico said there are no 

plans for replacement because of 
declining revenue for the game room. 
He said there simply is not enough 
money. 

In large part, revenue has come from 
the video games, whose popularity has 
been declining for several years. 
Campodonico said he will continue 
working with vendors and students, 
however, to find something that will 
bring in more money for future addi
tions. 

The television was watched mainly 
by students on weekends and between 
classes, though Campodonico said sev
eral non-students also came in. 

Though students have been curious 
about _the loss, Campodonico said there 
have been no complaints. He said if 
students want a new television, they 
will find a way to come up with the 
money. 

"If they want it bad enough, it'll 
happen," he said. 

Pregnant? 
Need help? 

Free pregnancy test 

Results in 5 minutes 

Confidential, caring support 

Birthright 
3721 E. 20th 

(across Bragaw from East High) 

276-3645 

P.pply· 
-~ -~-- is now acceptin~ applications for a11 positions 

Li3ht 
for the fall semester 



Accident 
Continued from page J 

following the accident and were searching for flaws in it 
according to mountaineering student Mona Eben. ' 

AJutius did not return messages left at his office for the 
past two weeks. 

_Agango said the most likely scenario for any lawsuit 
bemg brought against the university would be if negligence 
~ere fo~nd, either in flawed equipment .or improper 
mstruchon. 

"At this point, no one has taken any legal action," 
. Agango said. 

The university is trying to help the students' emotional 
needs. University Relations director Mel Kalkowski said 
the students have all been offered counseling if they want 
it. Eben said the students were planning to get together to 
help one another independent ofthe university. 

USUAA president Kevin Tritt is attempting to put 

CHARLES ADAMSON/THE NORTHERN LIGHT 

Mona Eben, shown in a hospital bed two 
weeks ago, was injured in the accident 

Defense 
Continued from page 1 

said. "That data compared the entire 
University of Alaska system with a single 
campus, where they should compare UAA, 
for example, to another single campus." 

David Creamer, UA's vice president for 
finance and planning, put the information 
together for the meeting. He said he could 
understand how the data could be easily 
misunderstood and admitted it may not be 
a fair comparison because the other cam
puses' statewide costs were not available 
when he gathered the data. 

Regardless, he said he was looking for 
model universities with which to compare 
UA where it may be feasible for UA to 
copy that campus' administrative services. 

"We're looking at how to redistribute 
our costs from administration to our pro
gram areas of instruction and public ser
vice," Creamer said. 

Gorsuch said the data presented does 
not reflect the many changes the university 
has made during the last three years due to 
budget cutbacks. He said he is concerned 

together a 
fund for the 
students ' 
financial 
needs. As of 
yet, the fund 
has not been 
established, 
but students 
interested in 
helping with 
the fund or 
ideas for it 
can contact 
Tritt through 
the USUAA 
office. 

about the adverse affects this may have on 
the campuses in the public eye and those 
who already believe the university is allo
cated too much money. 

"Until the public opinion about the uni
versity changes, legislators feel they are 
doing their representative responsibility by 
cutting the budget, and until the public says 
no more, they'll continue to do this," 
Gorsuch said. 

For example, the 1995 data presented at 
the meeting showed the UA system pur
chasing department spending more than 
$1.5 million in the fiscal year, which runs 
from July 1 to June 30. 

According to statistics provided by 
UAA's Administrative Services office, 
when UA's statewide costs are subtra~ted, 
the university purchasing department spent 
just over $400,000 in fiscal year 1995, 
nearly the same amount as the average 
costs of other universities in the country. 

In fiscal year 1998, after university bud
get cuts, the department is budgeted to 
spend less than $400,000. 

While both administrators and legisla
tors acknowledge numbers can be manipu
lated to show different things, each agree 
the university has made significant 

ALASKAN CLIP ART 
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improvements since 1995. 
Kelly said the majority of legislators 

believe further cost-effective improvements 
can still be made, however, because there 
are still "too many bureaucrats behind a 
desk at the university and not enough 
teachers behind a lectern." 

The chancellors of the university said 
before any further cuts can be made while 
still being efficient, more collaboration 
between statewide administration and the 
campuses needs to be done. 

"If we're going to cope with the finan
cial realities we're facing, everyone is 
going to have to work together in a collab
orative manner," said UAF Chancellor 
Joan Wadlow. 

In the meantime, Gorsuch, Wadlow and 
UAS Chancellor Marshall Lind are work
ing together to develop more current data 
to present to Komisar, hoping it will be 
included in future presentations where 
ideas about UA's budget will be discussed. 

One of the ideas being discussed by leg
islators, Kelly said, is for regents to look 
into the P<>ssibility of closing campuses 
that are not cost effective, such as the 
extended sites in Kotzebue, Eagle River 
and the Mat-Su Valley. 
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"I am of the belief there should be two 
or three main campuses, and the people 
who want a higher education are going to 
have to make a sacrifice," Ke\\y said. 

The original plan for these meetings 
was for regents and legislators to sit and 
openly speak about i~ues each are facing. 
University officials are tackling budget 
cuts, reorganization and employee layoffs 
while legislators are facing public outcry 
and cutbacks in available state funding. 

Kelly said he wanted lo open talks with 
regents so the newly-elected stale represen
tatives who were interested could grasp a 
better understanding of one of the state's 
largest general fund budget holders. 

'There just isn't the communication 
there has been in the past," Kelly said. "I 
wanted to try to get a better understanding 
in the legislature of the role of UA and its 
budget needs." 

Kelly said because UA is allocated one 
of the largest pools of money within the 
state, it is easy for legislators to look at its 
budget and believe it is possible to cut sev
eral million dollars without damaging pro
ductivity. 

Mountaineering Students' 

e Union .of Students (,,USUAA) 

, / has established a special fund for 

those involved in the tragic acci

dent which occurred on Ptarmigan 

Peak on June 29. Donations will 

go to those mountai_neering stu

dents experiencing a financial cri

sis as a direct result of the inci

dent. Please send contributions, 

. f . / payable to the UA foundation ~ith 
;/ reference to the Mountaineering 

· Students' Emergency Fund, to : 

UAA, OUlce or Development 

3211 Providence Drive 

Aacbora1e, AK 99508 

ll!l•k• a doaetloa by credit card, pleue call 786-4847. 
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By Rose Cox 
The Northern Light Features Editor 

If looking at summer sessions students is sending 
you to the mirror to check your age, check this out: 
There are more high school students on campus this 
summer than ever before. The summer sessions office 
and programs administered by various UAA depart
ments account for the increase in youthful visitors. 

The summer sessions office reports that more than 
six times as many high school students enrolled in sum
mer classes in 1997 tlian in 1994. Dale Dryden, who 
facilitates enrollment of underage students through the 
Advance Summer Sessions Program, said the increase is 
no accident. 

Dryden said average underage attendance during the 

summer semester in 1994 was "about 30 to 40,". His 
efforts to contact high school counselors to get the word 
out to potential students, answer questions and process 
paperwork resulted in 217 underage enrollees this sum
mer, 32 more than last year. 

The program's success was recognized with a nation
al merit award in 1996 from the North American 
Association of Summer Sessions. Since then, Dryden 
said his office has been "fielding inquiries from colleges 
and universities about how UAA administer~d and 
marketed the program." 

"From the university's perspective, enrollment is 
down a bit and what we're trying to do is to attract high 
school students who meet all the prerequisites to take 
summer sessions here and, hopefully , that will encour
age them to stay at UAA for their degree," Dryden said. 

Participants in the 1997 Intensive Summer Journalism Camp and their instructors ham it up 
in front of Building K. Twenty-five students attended this year's camp. 

\ , .... , 

Programs offered by individual departments also 
offer a taste of UAA to p0tential enrollees. 

Two new programs for high school students were 
introduced this summer. 

You-Doctors of Color {U-DOC) is a six-week sum
mer enrichment program offered by the UAA 
Biomedical Program. [t is modeled after the U-DOC 
program at the University of Washington School of 
Medicine. Funding is provided by the federal 
Department of HeaJth and Human Services. Chosen stu
dents receive a $1,600 scholarship to cover participation 
costs, but no funds for transportation or housing. 

. U~DOC targets students of color who are interested 
in a career in the health field, and who have completed 
their junior or senior year in high school. Participants 
are chosen on the basis of academic performance, espe
cially in science, mathematics and language. 

Dr. Mary Janis, associate professor in the Biomedical 
Program a.nd coordinator of U-DOC, said the average 
GPA of this first year's 11 participants is 3.5, although 
two students have GP As of above 4.0. Five of the stu
dents are first-generation Americans who speak ·one or 
several other languages. 

"They are very promising students," Janis said. 
"These are students we expect to succeed." 

Phillip Pletnikoff of Aniak, this year's only U-DOC 
· student from outside of Anchorage, is enrolled at UAA 

for the fall semester, as is Yolanda Evans, a Dimond 
High School graduate. 

The 1997 Intensive Summer Journalism Camp 
brought 25 students to UAA this summer for a two
week program thatended July 18. The camp is part of a 
larger scheme that includes training for rural journalism 
teachers, and possibly sending UAA journalism students 
to villages. A $100,000 donation from the Anchorage 
Daily News is funding these endeavors. 

Selected students applied for $450 scholarships. 
Talent and a demonstrated interest in journalism were 
the major criteria. During the two-week camp, partici
pants produced a 15-minute news video and an eight
page newspaper. 

Journalism Department chair Larry Campbell, who 
wrote the proposal presented to the Anchorage Daily 
News, said the goal of the camp was twofold. 

"One (goal} is just to help high school students who 
are already interested in journalism, to pique their inter
est a little more," he said. 

Campbell said the second goal was industry-driven: 
to encourage minority students to enter the field of jour
nalism. "We really stressed a m·ulticultural camp," he 
said. 

Ivory Johnson of Nome, the only high school gradu
ate at camp, will be attending West Minister College in 
Salt Lake City, Utah, in the fall. · 

The Della Keats Enrichment Program, coordinated 
for the past tliree years by Loy Bigelow of AHAINA, 
has brought Native students who want to pursue careers 
in a health-related field to campus since 1974. 

Named for skilled healer Della Keats, an lnupiaq 
woman who practiced traditional medicine and received 
an honorary degree from the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks, this program targets honors-level Native stu
dents from all over Alaska. 

Participants are selected on the basis of grades and 
leadership skills, and the desire to return to work among 
Native peoples. This year's 15 attendees pushed the total 
number who have gone through the program since its 
inception to ~ore than 400. Of the five high school 
graduates in the program, three have enrolled at UAA 

From her perspective, Bigelow said the best part of 
being involved with students in the program is "watch
ing them get a chance to see what their dreams look 
like." 

PHOTO COURTESY OF AHA/NA 

Della Keats Enrichment Program attendees are (bottom, left to right) 
Dawson Hoover, Alvin James, Leeman Carl; (middle, left to right) Carolyn 
Hoover, Cara Wallace, Tatiana Askoak, Glade Olson, Teresa Baines, 
Judith Stein; (top, left to-right) Theresa Madros, Melissa Alick, Audrey 
Alstrom, Kristi Clement, Jill Beardsley, and Paula Schleusner. 
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U-DOC students listen to a lecture 
in the classroom. Eleven students 
attended the program, which is in its 
first year at UAA. 

..................... : 

Summer programs provide a path to future 
By Rose Cox 
Northern Light Features Editor 

They represent a number of ethnic groups. Their 
interests range from science to the arts. But they all 
have one thing in common: They are high school stu
dents getting a jump-start on their college careers. 

Theresa Madras, who calls both Anchorage and 
Kaltag "home," is interested in becoming a physi
cian's assistant. An honors-level student, Madros 
wanted to go to college, but was scared of the 

unknown. 
"I didn't know how to get there-what kind of 

classes to take (before attending the Della Keats pro

gram)," she said. 
Madros like the others in her group, has spent the ' . past four weeks living at Residence Life and studying 

math English and anatomy in classrooms on campus. 
"I' got a little taste of different levels of college," 

said Alvin James, a student from Kake interested in a 
career as a dental hygenist. "You don't usually get to 
take anatomy until your senior year." 

UAA programs and camps also give students an 

opportunity to interact with the larger community. 
Both the U-DOC program and the Della Keats pro
gram assign mentors.--professionals in the students' 
field of interest-to each student on a weekly basis. 

"I got to go to a dental hygenist office," James 
said. "I got to help out." James' mentors included 
hygenists from both the Alaska Native Medical 
Center and a private practice. 

The 1997 Intensive Journalism Camp made Ninth 
Avenue the focus of both a video and a print project 
to immerse students in our town. All three programs 
enlist community members and professionals lo teach 
in the classroom and speak at evening events. 

Students leave UAA with lasting impressions. 
"I think it's a real money saver. This is a great 

way to decide what you want to be," James said. 
"It's a lot different than what I've been through 

(as co-editor and photo editor of her school newspa
per in Nome)," Ivory Johnson said of her experience 
in the journalism camp. "But, of course, I wanted to 
go beyond." 

spring. 
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-Theatre of Youth offers lessons in creativity 
By Charles Adamson 
Northern Lights Reporter 

The Alaska Theater of Youth is cur
rently holding its eighth annual Summer 
Theater Conservatory. 

The program runs from June 24 to 
A11g. 7. Children and teenagers ages 7 to 
18 are taking the stage in a series of 
nine plays. The Festival of Plays runs 
through August 7. (See schedule on page 
12.) 

There are 250 students in the pro
gram. The program uses UAA facilities 
in the Arts Building, but receives its 
funding through tuition, ticket sales and 
grants. 

In addition to the Festival of Plays, 
Theatre of Youth will perform six of its 
nine plays throughout the year at the 
Wendy Williamson Auditorium. The 
program also takes two of its shows on 
tour to other states. This year they will 
be performing "Sleeping Beauty" and 
"Good-bye, My Island" throughout 

California. 
"Sleeping Beauty" is a play based on 

the popular fairy tale. "Good-bye My 
Island" is based on a true story about 
Alaska Natives from King Island, and 
their forced removal from their home
land. 

"We want to give them professional 
experience. They'll get the full range of 
experience that professionals get," said 
Jonathan Rider, the artistic director. 

He said that while the program is run 
by highly regarded professionals in the 
field, the purpose of the program isn't to 
produce professional actQ!S. 

"Our goal isn't to make professional 
actors, but to enhance the individuals 
and our community .... To (teach the 
actors to) solve problems by using their 
imagination and creativity. We're teach
ing that at the ground level," Rider said. 

He said the program is not about 
making stars but building teamwork and 
teaching the students what it means to 
interact in a professional environment. 

CHARLES ADAMSON/THE NORTHERN LIGHT 

Alaska Theatre of Youth dance instructor Joy Langer sits in front her class 
while they perform dance routines outside of the Arts Building. 

Journalist writes tale of white water and white knuckles 

with the same 
angst we all feel 
when we exceed 
the boundaries of 
our comfort zone. 
But she has some
thing many of us 
don't have-the 

will to push on 
despite obvious 
reasons to the con
trary. 

"Shooting the Boh" is her travel
adventure tale of the first descent of the 
Boh River with guides from the Sobeck 
Adventure Travel Company. It is 
Sobeck's goal to open this 20-mile 
stretch of white water, located 400 miles 
inland from the east coast of Indonesian 
Borneo, to commercial rafting. As it 
turns out, it is Johnston's goal to survive 
Sobeck's goal. 

Knowing little about the 18-mile 
gorge that comprises most of the trip, 
Sobeck estimates a three-day float in 
Class Ill white water. At least, this is 
what Johnston bases her decision to join 
them on after meeting a Sobeck guide at 
a cocktail party and agreeing to write the 
story of the first descent. 

Johnston is not the first to believe 
safety grows out of just the right combi
nation of first aid equipment, clothes, 
cameras, boots and boats. Her pile of 
river gear, amassed in California, is her 
talisman against the unknown. However, 
lost luggage deprives her of much-need
ed items and confidence. 

After a 30-plus hour flight from 
Oakland, Calif., to Jakarta, then to 
Samarinda on the eastern coast of 
Borneo and finally to Long Lebusan in · 
the heart of the rain forest, a sleep-

, deprived Johnston shores up her courage 
with " ... borrowed clothing (too small), 
shoes (too big), and a camera (broken)." 

Once in Long Lebusan, she encoun
ters native Dyaks living happily in abject 
poverty, by Western standards. Besides 
selling handmade items and performing 
traditional dances, the Dyaks share tales 
of the gorge. The rafters learn they will 
have to run the river without local 
guides because the Dyaks believe a 

three-headed 
river monster 
lives in the gorge. 

Johnston's 
account of the 
Dyaks' lifestyle 
is fleshed out by 
her research of 
those who first . 
traveled to 
Borneo and wrote 
about their expe
riences. Like 
them, Johnston is 
truly touched by 
these innocent, 

gentle people. The time spent with the 
Dyaks proves to be a quiet interlude 
between the frenzy of getting to Long 
Lebusan and the tortuous trip down the 
Boh (soon to be called the "Boh con
strictor" by some). 

Johnston's description of her compan
ions, whose only apparent commonality 
is $1,950 and a yen for adventure, is an 
insightful and funny look at strangers 
thrown together in what turns out to be 
an act of sheer survival. 

As the three-day float down the Boh 
to its confluence with the Mahakam 
River turns into a 11-day test of prob
lem-solving skills, previously enthusias
tic people face fear, discomfort-and in 
at least two cases, death-in the gorge. 

Holes, keepers, hydraulics, pin-ball 
rapids and sieves punctuate endless wait
ing as guides line boats over impassable 
rapids. The guides .resort to sending 
"ghost boats"-unmanned rafts~when 
neither floating or portaging is possible. · 

If the days are miserable, the nights 
are excruciating. Both guests and gu.ides 
must sleep on rocks along the river's 
edge because there are no flat places to 
pitch a tent. Without tents they are at the 
mercy of insects you will never see on a 
poster to save the rain forest: Black 
clouds of large bees, medium-size bees 
and little sweat bees plague them. 

As the group hacks their way through 
jungle during portages, heat-seeking 
leeches attach themselves to exposed 
flesh and burrow under clothing, leaving 
trickles of blood wherever they are 
removed. Bites from unidentified insects 
cause entire appendages to swell many 
times their normal size. Within days, 
clients and guides are hobbled by foot 

rot and humbled by the moldy clothing 
and sickening smells that accompany 
never-ending moist conditions. 

"Shooting the Boh" is that rare find: a 
nonfiction page-turner 

It is a tribute to the human spirit that 
Johnston finds moments of sheer wonder 
and beauty along the river-mostly from 

. a high vantage point looking down at the 

Rose Cox is a journalism major seeking 
a minor in English. 

gorge. Johnston's story is a reminder 
that physical endurance can lead to spiri
tual transcendence. Her personal journey 
is as interesting as the one she shares 
with her companions. 

For those who lack the money, physi
cal ability or courage for high adventure, 

"Shooting the Boh" 
By Tracy Johnston 
256 pages; 
Vintage Books, 1992 
New York, N.Y. 
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The only true path to happiness 
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East Twin Peaks beckons the vertically inclined 
By William M. Stenzel 
Northern Light Assistant Section 
Editor 

Editor's note: The last two trails fea
tured in our summer-long series on day 
hikes in the Anchorage area are devoted 
to leg-burning climbs for those who have 
been putting in their miles throughout 
the beautiful summer. This week's hike is 
a steep climb, and next week we'll fea
ture an overnight hike. 

Rising high up over Eklutna lake, the 
Twin Peaks trail is extremely straightfor
ward-and extremely steep. The trail
head is easy to find: From the southwest 
end of the Eklutna Lake parking lot, the 
trail is a series of broad switchback
sheading toward up toward the two 
jagged teeth of East and West Twin 
Peaks. 

Since the majority of the trail is as 
wide and well-graded as a small road, 
finding a route is no problem. Two large 
wooden signs announcing the one- and 
two-mile marks contribute to the "high
way feeling." As you sweat past the first 
milepost, the trail has risen over 1,000 
feet and the whole of Eklutna Lake lies 
below. Even from a relatively low alti
tude, the imposing grandeur of the valley 
is apparent. Eklutna Glacier carved 
smooth, steep valley walls, but never 
grew tall enough to touch the sharp 
mountain tops. From the first vantage 
points on the trail, 7,000-foot Bold Peak 
is visible. The steep slopes of this moun
tain, as well as those of Bashful Peak, 
the tallest mountain in Chugach State 
Park, rise dramatically from the lake 
shore. 

After two hours of hiking, well past 
the second mile marker, the trail rises 
above the tree line and swings west to 

focus on the Twin Peaks proper. 
Climbing steeply along the valley wall 
opposite the mountains, clouds swirled 
menacingly over the two mountain tops 
the day I hiked. A golden eagle, common 
to the area, soared overhead, and ground 
squirrels quarreled with each other as I 
passed. The eagle, slowly circling, turned 
out to be a companion throughout my 
hike. 

At a point just short of three miles, 
the wide-graded part of the trail stops at 
a "T" intersection. 
The better-defined, 
eastbound path to 
the right heads 
directly up a 20-30 
percent incline 
toward a 4,800-foot 
pass. This trail 
requires shoes with 
good traction and I 
wouldn't recom
mend it in the rain. 
Since clouds dominated the eastern ridge, 
I decided to head left, across the creek 
draw, toward East Twin Peak. Although 
the summit was craggy and somewhat 
forbidding, it looked like a non-technical 
approach was possible. And besides, if 
you're going for a strenuous hike, why 
not go all out, right? 

After heading down an extremely 
steep grade to the creek, it's just a hop 
across to a beautiful meadow full of fire
weed and stunted willow. At this time of 
year, it's a wildflower explosion. 
Bumblebees filled the air as they made 
their rounds between flowers. 

After the meadow, the trail makes a 
long and circuitous traverse below East 
Twin Peak. Small cairns mark the trail, 
and the day I hiked (July 12) I found a 
handful of the first blueberries of the sea
son! Leaving the knob behind means 
leaving the trail as well. At this point, 

however, the summit should be painfully 
obvious. It's still a few thousand feet up. 
Straight up. 

John Wolfe, in "55 Ways to the 
Wilderness in Southcentral Alaska," 
writes, "Climbing either of these peaks 
(Twin Peaks) requires experience and 

• mountaineering equipment." However, I 
was able to find a straightforward scram
ble to the summit. Rather than challeng
ing the south-facing scree gully head on, 
I spiraled gradually around to the east 

side of the moun
tain. By moving 
slowly and care
fully, a hiker 
needs no more 
than durable hik
ing shoes for this 
ascent. 

The climbing 
register, with a 
number of 
Independence Day 

entries, backs up my claim. "Great 
weather, good views," wrote Judith 
Terpstra. "Talus, our Australian 
Shepherd, also made a miraculous 
ascent." Another hiker claims to have 
made it from the parking lot to the sum
mit in less than three hours. Although I 
didn't wear a watch, the whole trip-
including the drive from Anchorage
took me around seven hours. 

Rather than heading down the way I 
came, I tried the big southern gully, 
which seemed to be the route of choice 
for most entries in the register. The gully 
is full of loose rolling scree, with inter
vals of steep rock. Get moving too fast, I 
found out, and you launch over the rock 
bands onto the next section of scree. I 
now have several bruises, a ripped shirt 
and some abrasions to prove that the 
gully may not be a very good route down 
the mountain. As soon as it was possible 

to leave the chute, I started down the 
heather-covered slope. This material 
makes for solid footing and great hiking. 
Though they were miles across the val
ley, I could hear the voices of hikers and 
their heavy footsteps heading back down 
the main trail. 

As I stopped to empty the gravel from 
my boots and drink some water, the 
clouds cleared and I was able to see the 
knob (5,052 feet), which marks the high 
point for the eastern trail. A less intense 
trip, it loops toward the mountains and 
back down the creek rather than climbing 
the peaks. The loop ends .back at the end 
of the well-maintained trail. 

Although there are only a few hiking 
trails in the area, the whole valley above 
tree line is striped with Dall sheep paths. 
The sheep make trails as definite and 
durable as any human creation, and they 
tend to have gentle grades. Although 
there are supposedly a great number of 
sheep in the area, I only saw one lost and 
confused baby Dall high up on the 
mountain. Before I got my camera out, it 
ran away. 

If you decide to head up to Eklutna 
Lake, be sure and bring $5 to pay for 
parking, and save some time to stop at 
Roselle's Ice Cream stand a few miles 
from the park. I st.opped there at about 
10:30 p.m. to get some espresso for the 
drive home and Roselle makes her Cafe 
Del Mundo just right. 

Getting there: Take the Eklutna exit at 
mile 26 of the Glenn Highway and turn 
right toward the hills. Tum right again 
onto the frontage road and then take the 
first left (it's unmarked, so be aware). 
After three miles, the road passes the big 
Eklutna water treatment plant and 
becomesgravel. The Eklutna Lake park
ing lot and campground is 10 miles from 
Glenn Highway. 

National powers collide at Carrs . Great Alaska Shootout 
By Chris Curtis 
Northern Light Sports Editor 

The theme "Tournament of Champions" is fitting 
considering the Thanksgiving match-up between the 
University of North Carolina and the University of 
California-Los Angeles. 

The 1997 Carrs Great Alaska Shootout, during 
turkey weekend, will bring past winners of the annual 
college basketball tournament to Alaska. In addition to 
the UCLA-UNC contest, Seton Hall University will 
face the University of Alaska Anchorage in the night
cap. Both games will be aire(! nationally on ESPN. 

UCLA won the Shootout in 1990 and the NCAA 
national championship in 1995. Last season, first-year 
head coach Steve Lavin was at the helm as the Bruins 
won the PAC 10 championship. 

With a potential record third Shootout victory loom
ing, UNC returns to Alaska with the most winning 
coach in college basketball history, Dean Smith. The 
Tar Heels claimed Shootout titles in 1980 and 1985, as 
well as a national championship in 1993. Last season, 
UNC lost in the Final Four to the eventual national 
champs, the University of Arizona. 

This year will mark the 20th anniversary of the 
Shootout and only past winners were considered for 

participation. Athletic 
director Tim Dillon said 
he is encouraged by the 
tournament's growth. 

"The Carrs Great 
Alaska Shootout has 
become one of the pre
mier tournaments in col
lege basketball," Dillon 
said. "This is a great field, 
plus we have guaranteed a 
classic match-up of 
UCLA vs. North Carolina 
in the tournament, which 
is something very spe
cial." 

Other returning 
champs include: Purdue 
University-1993, 
Southwestern Louisiana-
1981, University of 
Massachusetts-1991, 
University of Alabama 
Birmingham-1984, and 
Seton Hall University-

' 

1988. 
UAA is guaranteed to play either UCLA or North 

Carolina depending on first-round outcomes. The 
Seawolves are the only team to have never won the 
tournament. However, they have had success knocking . 
off Division I schools. Last year, UAA defeated the 
University of Maine and, in 1986, the University of 
Texas. 

1997 Carrs Great Alaska 
Shootout Schedule 

Wednesday, November 26 
Game 1 UAB vs. Purdue, 6 p.m. 
Game 2 Massachusetts vs. Southwestern 

Louisiana, 8 p.m. 

Thursday, November 27 
*Game 3 North Carolina vs. UCLA, 5 p.m. 
*Game 4 Seton Hall vs. UAA, 8 p.m. 

Friday, November 28 
Game 5 Loser game 1 vs. loser game 2, noon 
Game 6 Loser game 3 vs. loser game 4, 2 p.m. 
*Game 7 Winner game 1 vs. winner game 2 

5:30 p.m. 
*Game 8 Winner game 3 vs. winner game 4 

8p.m. 

Saturday, November 29 
Game 9 7th & 8th place game, noon 
Game 10 4th & 6th place game, 2 p.m. 
Game 11 3rd & 5th place game, 5 p.m. 
*Game 12 Championship (ESPN), 8 p.m. 

* denotes ESPN televised coverage 
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REALITY CH ECK 
Dave Whamond 

V\\5Y 

by Chad 

Carpenter 

Always free to students 

~CI ASSIFIED 
Drop off your ad at The Northern Light, in Campus Center Room 215. 

Include your name and phone number and show your current student I.D. 
Non-students pay 25~ per word per issue. 

Classified Ad deadline is Thursday, 5 p.m. for next issue. 

FoRSALE 

SUMMER SALE & POTLUCK 
AT FRED'S: Kultcha Shack
New and used clothes and 
pottery, art, internat.ional 
crafts, jewelry, furniture, 
books instruments. electron
ics, tapes, CD's, computer and 
kid stuff, camping and kitchen 
gear, etc. Or, just stop by to 
Potluck in our yard every 1st 
and 3rd weekend of the month 

9am to 9pm. 2005 W. 47th 
Ave. 99517. Phone: 243-6978. 

Own the old school! A rocking 
road bike-Cinelli frame and 
with top of the line compo
nents-Campy record and Mav
ic rims. Rebuilt from the 
ground up. $250. Call 274-
0525 or 275-0901. 

VEHICLES 

'79 Delta R.V. onboard kitchen 

bath & heater. Come take a 
look, make an offer.263-8126. 

'84 Chrysler Laser turbo. 
Looks good & runs great. 
Power everything, talking di
agnostic. $1 ,800 OBO. 333-
2281. 

'84 Blue Bronco II. 114k miles. 
Solid runner and emmission 
tags 'till '99.$2,200. Call 274-
0525 or 275-0901. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Free phone card . Pay only 
when you call. Incredible rates 
for domestic & international 
rates & applications are avail
able in the envelope on bul
lentin board next to room 11 O 
at learning resource center. 
(907)566-2762. 

HAPPENINGS 

Listen to jazz, fusion , funk, 
world, rave/house, hip hop, + 
local music on · Re-evolution 
Ghetto, Mondays 9-11 P.M. on 
88.1 FM. Plus DJ Y gives out 
free CD's like a mad man. 
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Leukemia patients are winners with TNT Alaska 
By Chris Curtis 

Northern Light Sports Editor 
TNT began in 1988 when Lucy Duffy became 

involved with the Leukemia Society of America after her 
husband was diagnosed with leukemia. She was already a 
runner and had planned to run the New York City 
Marathon that year. In order to give back for the support 
her family had received, Duffy handed out flyers asking 
for pledges while running the race. Duffy collected 
$22,000 that year and has developed, along with the 
Leukemia Society of America, a program that is expected 
to raise $35 million this year. There are currently 58 chap
ters of TNT across the country with over 13,000 mem
bers. 

leukemia," Valentines said. "We also offer to pay for trav
el expenses for families so they can get the medical care 
they require." 

She laces up her running shoes and reaches for the 
sky-stretching, preparing for her training. She could be 
readying herself for a nightly run, but UAA graduate and 
current employee Sasha Prewitt has a deeper reason
leukemia. 

In addition to supporting families in need, TNT pro
vides runners with a chance to participate in marathons 
fo~ a variety of reasons. Prewitt said while she wants to 
complete the 26-miler, she knows the money raised is for 
a good cauSe. 

"We're to raise $3,000 for each runner on the team," 
Prewitt said. " Hopefully that money will help someone." 

Prewitt, an athletics receptionist, knows her journey 
will end soon. However, millions of suffering leukemia 
patients are unsure as to when their travel will end. 
Prewitt is currently training to run the longest race of her 
life. She, along with other local runners, are preparing for 
the December running of the Honolulu Marathon. 

Leukemia is the number one fatal disease among U.S. 
children, and 10 times as many new cases are expected in 
adults as opposed to children this year. Darcy Valentines, 
the Washington/Alaska chapter director, said the money 
raised goes to many areas concerning leukemia. 

Prewitt trains with Team in Training Alaska once a 
week. Coached by former Olympian Don Clary, each per
son involved has different reasons for participating. 

Prewitt, though, is not doing this just for herself. She is 
part of a national program called "Team in Training." 
Sponsored by the Leukemia Society.of America, TNT 
groups racers together who gather donations for the soci
ety. 

"Everyone has their own goal for the marathon," Clary 
said. "Some want to finish under a certain time, while oth
ers just want to complete the course." 

"We fund individual research that is geared towards 
finding a cure for 

No matter what the goal, those who stand to gain the 
most are those who suffer from leukemia. 

Designated hitter vs. the soaps 
By Chris Curtis 
Northern Light Sports Editor 

"Oh John, can we really get Mark out 
of the way?" 

· "Yes, Jane, but first, I need to see 
about Tino. With the money he is 
demanding, I don 't know what to do." 

Sounds like another episode of your 
daily soap, huh? Actually, it's sports play-

Commentary 
By Chris Curtis 

ing the sanie game as shown during day
time television. The difference? There is 
none. 

As an avid sports fan, I tend to think 
sports is more than just a release from 
everyday life. With astronomical salaries, 
day-to-day competition and player trades 
lurking beneath every sunny new horizon, 
sports is a complete society within itself. 
The only difference from our 9-to-5 lives 
is the overseeing gods are fans and the 
media. 

However, I recently watched a daytime 
soap (actually, I watched Melrose Place 
once, too. Well, maybe a-couple of times). 
The drama of how everybody's Jives are 

- tied so closely together was intense. Wow, 
now that's entertainment. But it made me 
think: What's the difference between 
soaps and sports? . 

Sports, like daytime star Susan Lucci, 
never won an award. Executives at ESPN 
had to create its own awards show 
(ESPY's) to be honored. It's not like there 
is a "Best Athletic Performance" award at 

the Oscars. 
Sports, though, don't have players hop

ping from bed to bed, but they do have 
free agency. For the right price, !! player 
will skip one team for another, even if it is 
a heated rival. Sports don't have filthy 
rich people who don't work. Well, George 
Steinbrenner never seems to do anything 
but fire managers. 

Soaps also seem to have beautiful peo
ple everywhere, while sports tend to have, 
Scottie Pippen. However, People maga
zine a few years back voted Philadelphia 
Flyers center Eric Lindros one of the 50 
most beautiful p~ple in the world. And 
we do have Gabrielle Reece in women's 
pro beach volleyball-'nuff said. 

Let's examine the rumor mill. While 
soaps have characters ~hispering juicy 
details behind someone's back, sports 
have none of that. Wrong again. Sports 
probably have more rumors flying around 
at one time than Wall Street. Chat lines 
for sports are everywhere on the Internet, 
and all anybody wants to know about is 
who's going to be traded and what about 
this deal and that deal. 

I have to put my foot down, though, 
with the competition. Sports give society 
an important release and quality entertain
ment for the buck. Of course, with expan
sion dwindling the talent pool and luxury 
suites soon to outnumber arena seating, 
maybe soaps will provide excitement for 
the rest of us who don't work for compa
nies owning luxury boxes. Plus, with the 
time difference from Alaska and the East 
Coast, I have to skip work (I never did 
this boss) just to see a game. With soaps, 
they at least delay showing programs until 
the evening. 

When you look at every possible sce
nario, sports have absolutely nothing in 
common with soaps. Unless you count the 
rumors, money and back-stabbing, 
soaps-- whether it's day or night- are 
not comparable to the excitement and ful-

TOM SIKORA !THE NORTHERN LIGHT 

Carry Jokiel practices her wrist shot at Wendler Jr. High School during 
dry-land training last week. UAA hockey conducted the week-long camp. 

fillment sports brings to our daily miser
able lives. 

Sure, I envy the professional athlete 
who makes more money in an at-bat than 
I will make in a lifetime, but I can watch 
with eyes of wonder. I just don't get that 
same feeling watching one actor kiss an 

actress out of wedlock. 
I must now depart to watch my 

favorite team play. I still enjoy the game 
as much as when I was a kid. And I can't 
wait for Monday nights this fall, when I 
can watch Melrose ... uh, l mean Monday 
Night Football. 

University Students Are Going To Church At 

University Baptist Church 
Located on Tudor Road @ Wright Street 
''lts clo&e enough to walk from &chool" 

Bible Study for Students 
Sundays . . . . 9:45 am 
Morning 01urch 11:00 am 
Night Church 7:00 pm UM Student nm Miller. pastor 

Voice Phone 

Fax 

562-2685 
562-7479 

Email . . jxut50a@prodigy.com 

Newsline 277-1500 (ext. 5405) 

• 
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Artist - Release 

Millencolin 
For Monkeys 

El Caminos, The 
Reverb Explosion 

·Cherry Poppin' Daddies 
Zoot Suit Riot 

Brand New Heavies 
Shelter 
Department Of Crooks 
Plan 9 From Las Vegas 

Jean, Wyclef 
The Carnival 

Knickle 
At The Club 

Sugar Ray 
Floored 

Friends Of Dean Martinez 
Retrograde 

Jayuya 
Jayuya 

Artist -Single - Release 
Millencolin 
Spoon 
For Monkeys 

El Caminos, The 
Reverb Explosion Pt. 1 
Reverb Explosion 

Cherry Poppin' Daddies 
Zoot Suit Riot 
Zoot Suit Riot 

Brand New Heavies 
Highest High 
Shelter 
Depatment Of Crooks 
Plan 9 From Las Vegas 
Plan 9 From Las Vegas 

KRUA did not submit any 

program information this 

week. 

For the best in 
alternative inusic, 
tune to The Edge -

88.1 FM 

Campus Calendar 
For more infortnation on campus events call the UAA Events Hotline at 786-1000. 

On campus 
Aug.I 
The Never In The Same Place Group 

invites you to an open meeting of their 
12-step recovery program at noon in the 
College of Arts and Sciences, building, 
Room 258. Call 231-3871 or 440-9569 
for information. 

Aug.6 
Finals Buster! Free pizza and drink for 

students with current UAA ID, will be 
served from 4-6 p.m. in the Business 
Education Building. 

Aug. 7 
. Finals Buster! Free pizza and drinks for 

students with current UAA ID,will be 
served from 4-6 p.m.at the College of 

August 1-9 
Aug.8 
The Never In The Same Place Group 

invites you to an open meeting of their 
12-step recovery program, noon, in the 
College of Arts and Sciences, Room 
258. 

Deadlines 
Aug. 1 
Today is the credit-to-audit and with

drawal deadline for the second five
week summer session. 

Around town 
Aug.3 
Norman Vaughn, who joined Admiral 

Byrd on his original trek in Antarctica, 
will relate some of his favorite stories 

in Cyranos. 

Aug.8 
UAA Professor Steve Haycox signs his 
book, "An Alaskan Anthology," at 
Cyranos from 5-7 p.m. 

On-going events 
"Sylvia," a play by A.R. Gurney, runs 

every Thursday through Sunday until 
Aug. 9 at 7 p.m. at Cyranos. The play 
stars former UAA students Bastin 
Christopher, Shanwne Albright (as 
Sylvia) and Peter Ruocco. 

Doug Miller, a former UAA theater grad, 
will be performing "Marriage of True 
Minds,"-scenes about relationships 
from Shakespeare's plays-on August 
4-6 at 7 p.m., and August 7, 8 at 9:30 
p.m. at Cyranos. 

A do-it-yourself guide to critiquing movies 
Ever since I started writing this col

umn, I've been asked two questions. 
The first question is: "How do you 
choose what movies to write about in 
your column?" The answer is that I 
pretty much see what I want to see, 
which explains why a lot of the films 
get decent reviews. Just like you, I 
don't want to shell out $7.50 for a 
crappy movie, so I see what I think 
will be good. Sometimes I get lucky. 

The second question is: "How do 
you know so much about movies?" 
Now, this one is a little more difficult 
to answer. When you really get down 
to it, I don't know any more than any
body else-we've all been trained to 
watch these things since we were born. 
It's just that I may be a little more con
scious of what's going on (although 
some may wish to argue that point). 

It all boils down to paying attention 
to what's happening on the screen. 
Watch the actors. Is it obvious that 
they're acting? It sounds like a dumb 
question, but it makes sense. If the 
actors cannot convince you that they 
aren't acting, then they are.n't doing 
their job. 

For example, take _Eddie Murphy in 
his disastrous film "Metro." Now, I 
like Eddie. I think he's incredibly 
funny, and "Beverly Hills Cop" is a 
great movie. But he isn't Mel Gibson
which is what they try to make him in 
"Metro." Eddie just isn't a dramatic 
actor. In fact, some of his funniest 
material comes from scenes in "Metro" 
where he's supposed to be showing 
how serious an actor he can be. Trust 
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me, it's bad. 
Also, pay attention to the plot. Do 

the scenes flow together well, thereby 
creating a coherent whole? Think of it 
as a jigsaw puzzle with each piece rep
resenting a specific scene. When you 
put the puzzle together all the pieces 
have to fit perfectly to make a recog
nizable jmage out of the finished prod
uct. Now that's a good plot. 

Have you ever done a jigsaw puzzle 
and tried to put a piece where it didn't 
fit? You sit t~ere for five minutes, try
ing to force it to fit with the other 
piece until the image starts to peel 
away from the cardboard and the little, 
knobby puzzle-appendages are bent 
and frayed. Now, imagine a whole film 
put together that way. That's a bad 
plot. 

Sometimes it's not so much that the 
plot is bad, but that it's too simple. It's 
like doing a 1,000-piece puzzle and 
then going on to one of those 10-
piecers of Superman you used to do in 
preschool. There's no challenge, no 
surprise, no thought (incidentally, this 
is characteristic of more than half of 
Hollywood films made each year). 

Once again, look at "Metro" (sorry, 
Eddie). Each scene, each plot point is 
predictable and cliched. Somebody said 

"OK, I got an idea. We'll make a 
movie about a cop in San Francisco so 
we can have a really cool car chase 
through the hilly streets-they'll never 
see that coming. And then what we'll 
do is give him some personal prob
lems, like he's still in love with his ex
girlfriend, or something. Plus, we'll 
make him a gambler to add depth to 
the character, See, what'll happen is 
we'll have his little buddy killed so 
that there is a creepy connection 
between the villain and the cop. They 
hate each other, but they admire each 
other's minds. And then, in the middle 
of all this, he'll be training a new part
ner. Of course, the cop wins in the end, 
the villain dies, the good guy gets the 
girl and they all live happily ever after. 
Whaddya think?" 

I think the idea man should be shot, 
that's what I think. (Just kidding. I 
wouldn't kill him. Maybe I'd just hurt 
him a little-just a little-so that he 
knows never to make another movie 
like this again. I just wanna teach him 
a_ lesson.) 

Of course, there are other things to 
look at, like direction, dialogue 
(script), sets, lighting, costumes, histor
ical accuracy, believability, etc. Just 
pay attention to what's going on in the 
movie. Think about what it is the 
movie wants you to feel, what it's try
ing to get across; its message, if you 
will. Or you can just wait for someone 
else to tell you if it was good or not. 

Mike Marcella has to go now. See ya in 
the fall. 


