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Lawsuit heavy with potential 
I've decided to sue Hostess for making me overweight. 
Don't think I have a case? Then you probably haven't 

been paying attention to the millions of dollars being paid 
out by the tobacco industry to ex-smokers and their families. 

Recently, a jury awarded Patricia Henley, a woman who 
had a three-pack-a-day habit, $51.5 million. She was diag
nosed with inoperable lung cancer and claims the tobacco 
companies lied to her about the dangers of smoking. 

Well, being overweight has several health risks, too, 
and I'm quite sure my addiction to sn~ck foods is to 
blame for my physical condition. 

In the case against Philip Morris, the jury apparently 
awarded the plaintiff this large fund based on evidence sup
pressed by the company about the dangers of smoking. 

For years, Hostess has called its products snack food, like 
it actually has a place secured on the food pyramid or some
thing. Meats, dairy, fruits, vegetables and, oh, yeah, polysor
bate 60, sodium stearoyl lactylate and sorbic acid. Its ingre
dient list reads like a high school chemistry experiment. 

But would I hear that from Hostess? No way. The only 

reason it releases the nutritional content of its addictive 
snack food is because FDA regulations has forced it to. Of 
course, by the time this legislation was enacted, I was 
already hooked and unable to wean myself from my two
package-a-day snack cake habit. 

And, much like a smoker trying to quit, I am enticed 
constantly by ads showing young, happy people enjoying 
themselves and cute little cartoon characters such as 
Twinkie the Kid. I mean, so what if I know eating a lot of 
high-fat desserts will cause health problems down the 
road - it's too hard to resist the temptation to snack. 

Besides, as the recent ruling against Philip Morris has 
shown, good can come out ·of attempting to crush an indus
try. Henley said she would use the money to educate young
sters about the dangers of smoking. 

Jurors also said this ruling would get the attention of the 
$3.5 billion tobacco industry. 

All I have to do is convince the public of the dangers 
of high-fat snack cake consumption. This would put pres
sure on the politicians, but, as the cigarette cases have 
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already proved, government doesn't like to interfere with 
big business. Hostess has people in high places. It con
tributes to campaigns. Politicians listen to money, and 
let's face it, they would rather have the courts do the dirty 
work for them. This all could add up to a serious financial 
windfall for myself and other overweight junk food 
addicts. It also means I can relieve myself of the unnec
essary burden of taking responsibility for my actions. 
After all, ifthe courts agree that big business made me put 
myself at risk, then it's not my fault. 

So, to the courts I go to cut this vile industry off at 
the knees. · 

And what do I intend to do with the money I win from 
this litigation? 

I plan to use it to help educate children about the dan
gers of Ho Hos. 

Echo Gamel, 
Editor 



Dear Editor, 

Trapping mutilates and slaugh
ters animals, all in the name of 
good, clean fun and profit. Be they 
human or nonhuman, killing sen
tient beings for pleasure is wrong. 
Moral progress comes at the 
expense of the status quo, which is 
why the status quo is always 
against it. The tradition of trapping 
belongs in the same garbage heap 
as the tradition of slavery, the tradi
tion of segregation, etc. 

Animals scream horribly when 
trapped .• To experience what they 
feel, go out and slam a car door on 
your hand, then stay there for hours 
afterward. Strength and beauty pro
tect life - they don't destroy it to 
look macho or gorgeous. 

I'm proud to be called a bunny 
hugger. I embrace everything the 
term stands for. An angel's place is 
in hell, defending the persecuted. 
Refusing to wear the flesh of sen
tient beings, be it fur or leather, is 
fundamental for moral advance
ment. Progress doesn't come from 
without - it comes from within. 

Thomas H. Morse 

CDrrections 
In the Feb. 2-9 issue, in the article "Dodging the Next 

Draft," Scott Kohlhaas was said to have run for governor. 
Kohlhaas ran for a state representative seat in the last election. 

NoteTakers Wanted 
$200-$1500/class! 

Post your lcclun: no4es on lhc Internet 
SIG.." VPON·LL"IE@ 

www.STUOY24-7.com 
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PLAN NOW TO TAKE A SUMMER COURSE 

• Over 400 courses 
• Look for the 1999 Summer Schedule in 

Mid-March 1999 
• Phone-in Registration: March 29 - Hay 7 
• One ten week session: Hay 24 • August 11 
•Two five week sessions : . 

Hay 24 - June 28 
July 7- August 11 & 
Special Short-term Institutes 

Summer Sessions Office 
University of Alnk• Anchonge 

Diplomacy Bldg. R- 501 

MONDAY = HOT MEATBALL .,,,.
TUESDAY= HAM a. CHEESE 

WEDNESDAY= TURKEY BREAST 

THURSDAY= SPICY ITALIAN 

FRIDAY = WORLDS BEST TUNA 
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Black History Festival 
The UAA African American Student 

Association will hold a Black History 
Festival in the Commons, the main dining 
hall in student housing, Thursday, Feb. 18 
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Dinner will start at 4 p.m. when 
Aramark presents an all-you-can-eat soul 
food buffet. All students are invited to 
enjoy pan-fried catfish; southern fried 
chicken; barbecued hot links; baked mac
aroni and cheese; whipped potatoes with 
country gravy; black-eyed peas; collard 
greens; okra and tomatoes; mashed sweet 
potatoes; corn bread; biscuits; tossed 
salad; coleslaw, old-fashioned potato 
salad; tomato, onion and cucumber salad; 
sweet potato pie; and peach cobbler. 

While students are dining, the African 
American Student Association has arranged 
singing, dancing and poetry in celebration 
ofBlack History Month. The soul food buf
fet is $7. The entertainment is free. 

More planned for Black History 
Month 

Students from the UAA African 
American Student Association will be in 
the Ft. Richardson African American 
Festival on Wednesday Feb. 24. 

They will be modeling clothing and 
performing a dance at the Ft. Richardson 
Main Post Theatre at 7 p.m. The festival 
is open to the public. 

On Friday, Feb. 26, AASA will team 
with The Family as hospitality greeters 
for the opening of the annual citywide 
Gospel Festival. 

AASA is planning a charity dance for 
students on Saturday, Feb. 27. 

Science for everyone 
UAF Geophysical Institute professor 

of volcanology John Eichelberger will 
present "Exploring Volcanoes in Alaska" 
in the fifth of a series of six "Science for 
Everyone" free public lectures. The lec
ture is Thursday, Feb. 18 at 6 p.m. and 
7:30 p.m. in the Wilda Marston Theater 
of the Z.J. Loussac Public Library. 

USUAA calendar raffie winners 
announced 

USUAA recently released the raffle 
calendar winners names for daily prizes 
between Jan. I and Feb. 11. Winners can 
collect their money in the USUAA office. 
Two people won $100, five people won 
$50, 33 people won $20, and four people 

won $10. 
Beginning with Jan. I, the winners are 

as follows: Ziata Lokteva, David Hall, 
Dianne Toebe, Robert Grunder, Steve 
Hagedorn, Don Hunter, John Good, Tab 
Ballantine, Phil Davis, Howard Bellamy, 
Tom Ottley, Nancy Sanders, Anthony 
Taguchi, Mike Burns, Rosemary Carter, 
Randall Peterson, Rich Curtner, Linda 
Combs, Edward Bradley, Pete La 
Metterey, La Vonne Berge!, Howard 
Hoen, Carl Shepro, Roy Matsuno, Hugh 
Fleischer, Beth Schell, Rich Cline, Mark 
Green, Michelle Kallus, Kate McClellan, 
Frank Novak, John Riley, Nancy 
Killoran, Cathy Garder, Steve! Helbig, 
Dan Coffey, Don Stewart, Evelyn 
Wallace, Jana Torrence, Craig Alston, 
Ilona Demenina, Jennifer Rae, Wendy 
Redman and Wes Sandal. 

MBA students in ethics study 
A study published in the Chronicle of 

Higher Education comparing the ethics of 
MBA students with those of felons taking 
college classes found that the inmates 
showed just as much integrity a5 the busi
ness students - sometimes more - when 
faced with difficult business dilemmas. 

UAA student is new UPD emer
gency dispatcher 

The University Police Department 
recently hired Kelley Hankins as a full
time emergency dispatcher. She will 
work the midnight shift Tuesday through 
Friday nights. 

Hankins co.mes to UPD with about 15 
years of experience in the law enforce
ment field. In the past, she was a dis
patcher for the Montana Highway Patrol, 
a court clerk, a community service officer 
and a patrol officer with the Guernsey 
Wyoming Police Department. 

Hankins earned an associate degree in 
criminal justice and has been a student at 
UAA in the anthropology program for the 
past several years. This May, Hankins 
plans to graduate with a bachelor's 
degree in anthropology and a minor in 
geology, including leadership honors. 

She is also an assistant curator of 
anthropology at the Alaska Museum of 
Natural History in Eagle River and a 
research assistant for UAA anthropology 
professor David Yesner. 

When asked why she wanted to work 
full time for a police department again, 
she said she missed it and knew that she 

N e w s ·rr", 
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was qualified for the job. She will replace 
Sheila Montag, who plans to leave Alaska 
with her new husband. 

Seawolves speech and debate team 
places in Lower 48 

The UAA speech and debate team 
traveled to Portland, Ore., in mid-January 
to compete in a tournament hosted by 
Portland Community College. 

Seawolves swept the first three places 
in persuasive speaking. Junior Allen Bailey 
placed first, junior Erica Cline placed sec
ond and sophomore Doug McCloud placed 
third. Cline also placed second in both 
informative speaking and communications 
analysis. She advanced to semifinals in 
impromptu speaking. Junior Quianna Clay 
placed first and McCloud third in extem
poraneous speaking. 

The junior varsity debate team of fresh
men Brittany Ring and Raina Graziano 
tied for third place. Ring was also a final
ist in extemporaneous speaking. 

The team also traveled to San Diego two 
weekends ago to compete in the Sunset 
Cliffs Invitational hosted by Point Loma 
Nazarene University. More than 60 colleges 
and universities from across the United 
States participated in the tournament. 

Point Loma is the site for the National 
Parliamentary Debate Association's 1999 
Championship Tournament to be held in 
late March. UAA students competed 
among 130 individual teams participating 
in the tournament. 

The junior varsity debate team of 
Brittany Ring and Raina Graziano 
advanced to the elimination rounds seed
ed as the top JV team. 

Ring and Graziano argued that the 
United States should seek a superior 
alternative to affirmative action through a 
program based on socioeconomic status 
instead of race and gender. 

Ring was ranked first and Graziano 
speaker out of the more than 80 speakers 
in JV debate. They lost by a split decision 
in the quarterfinal round. 

In individual events, Erica Cline was 
first in persuasive speaking and finished in 
the semifinal rounds of both informative 
speaking and communication analysis. 

Three other students finished in the 
semifinals: Doug McCloud for exte!JlpO
raneous speaking and Raina Graziano and 
Quianna Clay for persuasive speaking. 

As a squad, UAA ranked eighth over
all, smoking teams more than four times 
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its size. This weekend the team travels to 
Vancouver, British Columbia. For more 
information on becoming a member of 
the speech and debate team, contact Steve 
Johnson at 786-4391 . 

$350,000 available to enhance 
instruction with technology 

The University Technology Council is 
holding $350,000 in technology fee funds 
for grant proposals that enhance instruc
tion with technology. Chief information 
officer Rick Ender is looking for great 
ideas to upgrade classrooms. 

Ender is looking for grant proposals 
that "address the information technology 
needs of specific instructional develop
ment initiatives from faculty who need 
nonsalary dollars to improve curricu
lum." All proposals must demonstrate 
that the outcome benefits UAA students. 

Categories for proposals to enhance 
instruction with technology include "sup
plementing, supporting or substituting 
classroom instruction with technology; 
developing demonstration projects that 
would act as a change agent on campus; 
using technology to facilitate information 
dissemination; enhancing the classroom 
experience through the development of 
smart classrooms with computer technol
ogy, the Internet, or other means; and 
enhancing the Information Technology 
infrastructure for support of the academic 
mission of UAA," according to a UTC 
press release. 

Proposals may be developed by spon
soring units, individual students, faculty 
or employees of UAA. The $350,000 is 
what is left of more than $1.5 million col
lected from students over the past two 
years of technology fees . 

Proposals submitted must contain a 
cover letter outlining the proposer's inter
est, the name of the individual or unit 
proposing the grant, the name of the 
sponsoring unit if the proposal is devel
oped by an individual, the name of the 
proposal author, and identification of stu
dents who would benefit. The proposal is 
not to exceed two pages, and a copy of the 
budget and appropriate attachments of 
course syllabi or other information that is 
related to the proposal should be included. 

Proposals must be ~ submitted by 
attached e-mail to afrle@uaa.alaska.edu 
to the attention of Richard Ender, CIO, by 
Monday, Feb. 22. For more information, 
contact Ender at 786-4110. 
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Educator talks sex, drugs, violence and today's youth 
By Echo Gamel 
Northern Light Editor 

"Dr. Sex" and "The Condom Man." 
Nope, they're not the names of the lat

est adult movies. They're just a few of the 
nicknames Stephen Sroka has collected in 
his career as a health educator and lectur
er on the forefront of sex and health edu
cation for young adults 

You can call him what you want, he 
doesn't mind, as long as you're listening 
to his message. 

The message? That schools and parents 
have an obligation to talk openly with kids 
about drugs, sex, violence, homosexuality, 
STDs and other controversial topics. 

Sroka will be in Anchorage on Tuesday, 
Feb. 23 to speak about "Sex and Violence 
Among Youth and in Our Communities" at 
the Wendy Williamson Auditorium. 

His advocacy and teaching style have 
garnered him a laundry list of accomplish
ments, which includes being named 
Outstanding School Health Educator in 
1993 and Walt Disney Outstanding Health 
Teacher of the Year in 1994. In 1996, he 
was inducted into the National Teachers 
Hall of Fame. He has made appearances on 
the "Oprah Winfrey' Show" and CNN's 
"Sonia Live L.A." and has authored 12 

books. His "Educator's Guide to He said his most potent weapon in get
HIV/AIDS and Other STDs" is currently in ting his message across it to mix in humor. 
its 44th printing. "It kicks down the barriers, then I hit 

But it's obvious that getting out and talk- them with the zinger," Sroka said. 
ing to the kids - who refer to him as "Dr. During hi1! 45-minute presentations, he 
Steve," by the way - is what he enjoys the said he also uses 200 to 300 overhead 
most. He often peppers his conversation with images to give it an "MTV feel." 
youth-driven expressions such as "kicking a He also lectures around the country, 
message with flavor" and references to rock talking to educators and parents in an 
stars such as Marilyn Manson. effort to help open the Jines of communi-

"Some speakers try to use scare tactics, cation with young adults. 
but that doesn't work," "There needs to be communica-
Sroka said. "You tell a kid tion," he said. "The problems 
they're going to die from sex don't leave when I do, so I 
and they'll tell you they have encourage adults to listen to the 
to die anyway, they might as kids. Kids want honesty, and 
well die doing it." they're also looking for direc-

Sometimes the problem tion. That's when adults should 
for parents, teachers and step up to the plate." 
administrators bas less to do And, while the kids seem to bear 
with the message and more to what he has to say, Sroka said the 
do with his method of getting adults aren't always as receptive. 
it across. Sroka will employ 

0 
S S Sroka said he did an assembly at 

h. l d . R. TEPHEN ROKA 
grap 1c anguage an imagery James W. Parker Middle School in 
and brutal honesty, anything that will help Edinboro, Pa., the day before 14-year-old 
get the message across to the kids. Andrew Wurst went on a shooting spree, 

"One principal told me after an assem- killing one teacher and wounding two others. 
bly that the language I used would have After the assembly, he said the princi
gotten me suspended from his school," he pal came up to him and told him that his 
said. "But if you're not being honest, they presentation was "totally inappropriate" 
can see through that quickly." and that the school didn't have the kind of 

kids he was describing. 
"I do evaluations after the presentation, 

and several kids and community members 
said it was time for a wake-up call," he 
said. "I was told by the educators that 
these kids aren't the naive little angels that 
their parents and some community mem
bers think they are." 

Sroka said there are a lot of kids who 
are at risk to violence but that parents can 
help reduce the risk by wrapping them in 
the protective factors he calls the "three 
F's" - family, friends and faith. 

Sroka said that, while he has been crit
icized for being too honest, he is actually 
conservative in his message. 

"I call it a kick-ass method with a tradi
tional message," he said. "I stress abstinence 
and tell them that condoms can't protect your 
reputation, your brain or your heart, the 
things that matter the most." 

Stephen Sroka will conduct afree com
munity presentation Tuesday Feb. 23 at 
UAA '.s Wendy Williamson Auditorium at 8 
p.m. The presentation will follow the 
Alaska Theatre of Youth '.s play about 
AIDS, entitled "The Cost of Living." The 
play starts at 7 p.m. Tickets are $6 and 
available at the door. 

~·································································· 

STUDENT 
COMMENCEMENT 

SPEAKER 

UAA Students ... 
75¢ COFFEE! 

19 99 

The 1999 UAA Student Commencement Speaker 
Selection Committee is currently accepting applications 
for commencement speaker. Students should submit: 

• Three recommendation letters from 
UAAfaculty,staff,orstudents 

• Copy of their graduation application 
• A current resume' or biography 

• Draft of proposed speech 

The selection committee will evaluate applicants based on 
their grade point average, community service, leadership, 

speaking skills, and the message of their proposed speech. 

Completed nomination packets should be submitted 
to the Office of the Dean of Students, 

Campus Center 233, 786-1214. 

DEADLINE: Friday, February 26, 1999 
UAA JS AN EOIM EMPLOYER AND EDUCATION.<L INS7TTllTION 

···············•·······•················••·•·••····················· 

Through March, stop in at 

Borders Cafe Espresso on 

Sunday through Thursday 

nights after 6:00 pm., show 

your UM ID, and you can 

get a refillable, hot, fresh

brewed mug of coffee or tea 

for only 75¢. 

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEKEND 

i:[e]rj11lrii co M E 1 N s rn E. I 
BOOKS. MUSIC. VIDEO. AND A CAFE. 

l( 

1100 East Dimond Blvd . 
Books 344-4099 • Music 344-4453 
Open 9 am - 11 pm Everyday 
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School of Business lands big lease from IBM 
By Susan Harrington 
Northern Light News Editor 

Hayden Green stands like a silver-haired colossus in 
his third-floor office in the Business Education Building 
- a knight in UAA's shining crystal tower. 

The dean of the School of Business and Public Policy 
has Southwestern art in his office, as a reminder of his 
time in Arizona, and a photograph of him holding a giant 
king salmon, a reminder of why he is here on this subze
ro February day. His window sill is lined with pho
tographs of smiling faces. 

He puts his jacket on. It's cold in his north-facing 
office. He was glad a professor he is trying to lure from 
warmer parts isn't visiting this month. 

He is also happy about a generous lease given to the 
school of business by IBM this year. 

IBM gave UAA $350,000 in equipment, software and 
peripheral leasing with no fees for two years. After the 
trial period, it will extend the lease or offer replacements 
of upgraded machines. 

IBM started recruiting UAA students a few years ago 
for its Minnesota office. The company was so pleased with 
students graduating from the management information 
systems program that it wanted future graduates trained on 
an IBM mainframe AS400 system. The AS400 is used to 
develop program languages and business systems. 

"IBM would hire every graduate we have, but not 
every graduate we have wants to leave the state to go to 
Minnesota,i• Green said. "What IBM likes best about 
UAA students is that they have a good work ethic. 

They've told me some of our graduates outperform some 
of the graduates from the big eastern schools." 

ATU Telecom in Anchorage, which has two AS400 
servers, also snatches up UAA graduates. ATU will pro
vide the annuarmaintenance on the equipment. 

Green said the graduates who have bachelor of busi
ness administration degrees in management information 
systems, computer science or computer information 
office systems have an edge in the job market. 

"They have to study a lot of business, so they have that 
to offer in addition to computer training," Green said. 

Besides putting his students through a strong training 
regimen, Green's instructors have to go through one, too. 

Ramesh Subramanian, an MIS associate professor, is 
on sabbatical for a year working in an IBM research cen
ter. He will be back by fall to teach Java and other cours
es on the new computer, Green said. 

Java isn't the only way the AS400 will be used. 
"The machine has the power of 24 small network 

servers," Green said. "It's a small piece of equipment, 
enormously powerful. The computer can also handle the 
entire School of Business network and all the business 
faculty Web pages." 

Green's students learn by doing. Next year they'll be 
learning on the new system. 

"We use our own students to run our network of over 
300 computers," Green said. 

While IBM and many Anchorage companies are will
ing to hire UAA graduates, not everyone shares the enthu
siasm for the UAA computer science program. 

Mike Gardner, a former Hewlett-Packard research and 
design engineer from Colorado Springs and sole propri-

etor of Brown Bear Software, an upstart Anchorage soft
ware development company, is one such business owner. 

In a the November 1998 issue of Alaska Business 
Monthly, Gardner was quoted as saying "I think it is trag
ic that the University of Alaska Anchorage does not have 
a really solid computer science program." 

Gardner said in a phone interview that his kids and 
their high school friend, who want to go to work for com
panies such as Intel or Hewlett-Packard developing soft
ware, don't want to go to UAA. 

"They'll go to UAF for computer science," Gardner 
said. "Or somewhere out of state." 

Gardner said UAA needs to stress courses in comput
er engineering and software development, not the busi
ness support courses. 

When asked what he thought about some changes the 
IBM grant would bring to UAA, such as the introduction 
of Java, Gardner said it was a step in the right direction. 

"That would be great," Gardner said. "Java is the way 
to go, without a doubt. For core programming, it teaches 
clean, simple, object-oriented language." 

But Gardner said he is still unsure about hiring a 
UAA graduate. 

Green said he knows he can find jobs for every student 
he graduates from the school of business and public poli
cy. He has developed partnerships that reach far and wide. 
IBM is only one such partner. 

On Tuesday, March 2, there will be a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony in the Business Education Building with IBM 
employees, who will be at UAA on a student-recruiting 
trip. The AS400 equipment will be installed in time to 
offer Java and other programming courses next fall. 

Site lets students earn while they learn 
By Echo Gamel 
Northern Light Editor 

Missed a class and need to get the notes? 
A new Web site may be the answer when you sleep 

through the alarm and don't make it to school. 
The Web site Study 24-7 was launched at the begin

ning of the year and is slowly gaining momentum within 
the college market. 

The site, the first of its kind, allows students to study 
online, post class notes and get into discussion groups 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. It was developed by Brian 
Maser and Craig Green, both recent college graduates. 

In addition to being able to go online and study with 
fellow students and get notes, Maser said the Web site 
also helps provide students with two vital necessities dur
ing their college career - money and time to study. 

Students can earn money by being hired as note takers for 
the site. Note takers are responsible for marketing their own 
class note pages, chat rooms and discussion groups. Maser 
said the site is not limited to a few subjects - note takers can 
post whatever they want. 

"Most students have a part time job but can ' t study at 

it," Maser said. "By being a note taker, students are earn
ing while they're studying." · 

According to Maser, the more the student promotes the 
site, the more earning potential they have by sharing a 
slice of the advertising revenue. 

Maser and Green sent out 250,000 flyers to the top 100 
colleges in the nation. They also took out classified and 
banner ads, as well. 

Within the first three weeks, Maser said they had 250 
people sign up with their site as note takers. 

But, while the Maser and Green refer to their site as a 
"win-win situation" for students, it does raise questions 
about what people should have access to. 

Though Study 24-7 has not encountered any problems 
as of yet, the newness of the site, coupled with the fact 
that Internet regulations are still being hammered out, 
may present problems in the future. For one, a site of this 
nature seems to blur the lines of what is intellectual prop
erty and brings up the question of whether or not some
one has the right to post materials presented by an instruc
tor in class for their own profit. 

"If I paid to attend a workshop, then turned around and 
posted the material for the workshop, I could get into 

trouble," said Paul Johnson, associate professor of the 
business administration department at UAA. 

Johnson said instructors often post their material on 
their own Web site but that, unlike the Study 24-7 site, 
instructors are "controlling what goes up on their Web site 
and who has outside access to the course material." He 
also said that there is the other question of how the note 
takers represent the university to the outside. 

"If the instructors aren't controlling what goes up, 
what if the student gets it wrong or it's sloppy?" Johnson 
said. "It's an issue of quality control. Getting it incorrect 
reflects poorly on UAA, the instructor and the students." 

Additionally, there may be some backlash from 
instructors who may start seeing a slide in attendance 
because students can get class notes from the Internet. 
Some instructors at universities Outside have gone so far 
as to not test students on the material found in class notes 
that were being printed and sold through the bookstore. 

Students interested in finding out more about Study 24-
7 can access the Web site at www.study24-7.com. 
Students who want to find out if a UAA instructor has 
class notes and assignments posted can check out the 
CAMAJ Web site at www.uaa:alaska.edu. 
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Musical 
By James Lobb 
Northern Light Reporter 

Sporting a neoprene water-bottle canier, 
a long pony tail, a beard and a "Food Not 
Bombs" T-shirt, which depicts a hand 
armed with a carrot, David Rovics took the 
stage at the UAA Pub last Wednesday night. 

Playing a mix of original tunes and 
folk songs, Rovics favors bleeding-heart
labor-union-listen-to-the-trees-voice-of
the-people anthems that are enjoyed by 
most folkies. 

"I like to play teary music," he told the 
crowd of about 12 people. 

And we all saw that he does, playing 
songs with such emotion that even I want
ed to throw down my pitch fork and head 
out to the picket lines. 

One favorite of the evening was his 
"Minimum Wage Strike," a song inspired 
by a McDonald's walk-out in Ohio. The 
song asks what would happen if all the 
minimum wage workers throughout the 
country went on strike (a lot of kids would 
probably get fired, but it's a nice dream). 

Rovics exposes things that most peo
ple don't catch because it's not printed in 
newspapers, such as the death of David 
Chain, an Earth First activist who was 
killed by a logger for trying to stop a 
clear-cut. Rovics urged crowd members 
not to be afraid to stick their neck out and 
stand up for what they think is right. But 
then he backtracked a little. 

"Well shit, if standing up for what is 
right means that a Jogger's going to fall a 
tree on your head, most people will prob
ably keep their 'it's not my problem' atti
tude," Rovics said. 

politics 
Rovics has been interested in music 

since he was a child but got into the busi
ness 12 years a,go. He has played all 
across the country in places ranging from 
clubs to subway stations. 

"I enjoy playing in the subway stations," 
he said. "You get a chance to play for an 
audience that you won't necessarily see you 
in a folk club and hear what the average 
person thinks of what you're doing." 

Right now, he's touring to promote his 
two new albums, "We Just Want the 
World," a collection of original songs, 
and "Pay Day at Coal Creek," which 
includes tradition folk song about labor 
unions and the Great Depression. 

Later, during an interview, Rovics 
talks about his annoyance with the 
music industry. 

"If you choose to write a song that's, let's 
say, isn't about relationships but is about 
something political, it becomes a novelty." 

One of his political songs is about Rush 
Limbaugh and his billion-dollar jaw. 

"He's better than caffeine," he told the 
crowd. "When I need to stay awake, I just 
look for him on the radio. He's so offensive." 

Playing the part of a storyteller on stage, 
he informed the crowd of various ills in our 
society. After he was through playing, he 
joined a small crowd at a table to discuss 
politics, activism and folk music. 

And, like most folk musicians, he didn't 
think himself any better than anyone in the 
crowd. He just happened to be the one with 
a guitar. 

For more information on David 
Rovics, check out his Web page at 
www.davidrovics.com. 
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~rcadia': Math, sex and botany to go 
By Erick Hayden, Northern Light Film and Theater Critic; Photos courtesy of David Edgecombe, theater and dance department 

Playwright Tom Stoppard has found 
the one element of life that can make 
mathematics enthralling to everyone: sex. 

Thanks to the craftsmanship of UAA's 
production of "Arcadia," I've never been 
so eager to learn algorithms in my life. 

Stoppard (co-writer of the Oscar-nom
inated "Shakespeare in Love") espouses a 
wealth of ideas and theorems to intellec
tually stimulate the audience. There's 
enough philosophical, scientific and sexu
al edification in this script to eschew for 
years. It is an ingenious play of incredible 
depth and breadth of realms ranging from 
mathematical science to botany. 

Set in the manor Sidley Park, the play 
shifts between the settings of 1809 and 
modern England. This witty exploration 
opens with the effervescent math prodigy 
Thomasina (Aandrea Chotiner) asking her 
suave tutor Septimus Hodge (Rob 
Lecrone) about carnal embrace. Chotiner 
and Lecrone are enchanting and funny as 
he fends off her demands for sexual 
enlightenment. 

Braking up this episode is Ezra Chater 
(Hal Schneider), a comical and not too 
bright poet who challenges Mr. Hodge to 
a duel to protect his wife's nonexistent 
honor. Mr. Hodge is about to complete his 
charmingly cunning dispatch of the 
gullible Chater when the nosy parker Mr. 
Noakes (Matt Tureck), the fiery tempered 
Capt. Brice and the enchanting Lady 
Croom impede upon his plans. As Lady 
Croom, Molly Killoran's presence imme
diately establishes her as the lady of the 
house, commanding respect and taking 
control of the room with proper British 
poise. 

Here the story shifts to the present, 
where Valentine (Jeff McCamish) is 
working on mathematical concepts that 
parallel the work of Thomasina. He is 
attempting to mathematically compute the 
truth of nature. McCamish gives these 
higher-order math concepts a sense of 
poetry and passion. His description of 
integrated algorithms is absolutely 
absorbing. He pulls you in like he is 
describing the most beautiful flower in 
the universe. 

Also in the present is the glory-seeking 
Bernard (Geof Richie), who enlists the 
aid of Hannah (Jody Nordby), an author 
researching the hermit of Sidley Park. He 
wants to prove that the famous English 
writer Lord Byron stayed at Sidley Park. 

Richie turns Bernard into an excellently 
staunch bastard, who still maintains 
endearing qualities despite others contin
ually disrupting his efforts to prove his 
theories. 

Director David Edgecombe sparks the 
action most effectively when he has more 
than two characters on the stage. The 
characters' movement patterns he creates 
take on the allure of a graceful dance as 
the worlds of past and present collide dur
ing the play's final scene. 

Unfortunately, the magnitude of 
Stoppard's material overwhelms 
Edgecombe and his crew. Edgecombe is 
unable to keep the verbose language from 
losing power in places, especially during 
the dialogue between Hanna and Bernard 
in Act 1. There is such a mass of informa
tion and ideas that the actors occasionally 
motor through it, leaving you choking on 
the mathematical fractions. The incredi
ble profundity Stoppard offers is like a 
mathematical sledgehammer that has just 
smacked you square in the noggin, knock
ing loose all your concepts of nature and 
mathematics, which you have to put back 
together. 

This prop-heavy production also caus
es many difficulties for the entire crew. · 
Though the cast admirably covered the 
mistakes they made, it was obvious that 
the encumbering plethora of items they 
had to deal with was disrupting the cast. 
The technical calamities, however, did 
not disrupt from the overall enjoyment of 
the show. 

Another element this show has in 
abundance is its gorgeous costumes, 
which were created by Bonnie Adams. 
She uses a range of bright and rich colors 
to accent every character. The black and 
gold trimmings on Lady Croom's white 
dress are breathtakingly suiting for her 
upper-class character; while the deep bur
gundy of Septimus Hodge's jacket and 
vest enhance his suave appeal. 

"Arcadia" requires a portion of 
thought much greater than the average 
play. It delves into the triviality of our -
lives, the need for searching for knowl
edge and the unpredictable, intrinsic dri
ves of nature and man. It certainly is a 
play that demands and warrants a second 
viewing. "Arcadia" is the most exciting, 
clever and hilarious mathematical amal
gamation most of us will ever partake of 

In 1999, researchers Valentine Caverly (Jeff McCamish) and Hannah Jarvis 
(Jody Nordby) entertain stimulating intellectual discourse regarding the Hermit 
of Sidley Park. 

In 1809, Butler Jellaby (Paul Meredith) serves up literature with a flair to Lady 
Croom (Molly Killoran) and her daughter, Thomasina Caverly (Aandrea 
Chotiner). 

. ' 



12 February 16-22, 1999 

p Oogg found Anchorage 
1trilii0r 1~ •. His show earned $102,000. 

Background: Marilyn Manson's show in March 
7 earned $52,000. 
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What do Kiss, the Beastie Boys, The Rolling Stones, 
Alanis Morissette and the Goo Goo Dolls all have in com
mon? 

They're all big-name concert acts currently on tour. 
What else do they have in common? 
You probably won't be seeing them in Anchorage any

time soon. 
With a trail of concerts such as Motley Crue, Quiet Riot 

and Slaughter, it appears the only acts that do come up here 
are the ones with waning record sales - rock artists defi
nitely not in the top 10 (or even on the charts for that mat 
ter). 

It is a common complaint among Al 
this big, starved for entertainment"'*!, 

name group to give a conce e~e. •!$' ...... A.® 
Many factors dominate bQmes to peifot1ll 

§tate, but what really 
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what the artists thinks . 
~~~oney drives the 

$()utf.fough Productions. 
lieLmost part whether or n 

How much demand there is·for 
ference. Production companies d · s by data from 
radio stations that identifies who the most requested artists 
are. With the high ratings of local stations such as KBEAR 
and 100.5, The Fox, it's not surprising that many country 
artists and classic rock groups make their way up here. 

Local music stores are also helpful in determining which 
artists are in highest demand. 

"We have to see how well an act does in a particular mar
ket before we decide to bring them up here," Jones said. 

In the past five years, Anchorage has seen rock acts such 
as Ozzy Osbourne ($233,000 in ticket sales), ZZ Top (about 
$280,000), Aerosmith (two shows totaling about $667 ,000), 
White Zombie ($182,000), Chicago ($140,000), Foreigner 

how much a concert 

appearance 
will stopi 

··plains why m 

hose truly des~ 
tr Seattle, where l'qp 1 

pll,l'? a concert, could ~· the 
'Look at it this way+fhe c 

will probably be I 
here. And you 
remembers. 

how many people sho 
illing to pay to see the nett 

To find out for a 
board.com/tourseatchl has plen 
performing, the dates and locati 
is www.pollstar.com. 

February 16-22, 1999 13 

to Rl0Y' in Anchorage 



14 February 16-22, 1999 

Love • • • Internet style 
B y Rodika Tollefson Special t 0 T h e Northern L i g h 

In most respects, Rhonda Hunter's 
romance was like many other fairy-tale 
relationships: long conversations, flowers, 
butterfly flutters with the first "I love 
you." Only she did not have to dress up or 
wear makeup on her hot dates. 

Hunter's love affair was virtual, a result 
of a personal ad on the match.com Web 
site, and she flirted with her sweetheart via 
e-mail. 

"It was like falling in love, only ·1ong
distance," said the 42-year-old Hunter. 

Traditional dates did not fit Hunter's 
schedule or budget, and she wanted to 
expand past her Illinois county. For more 
than a year, virtual dating and flirting 
became the social life for the divorced 
mother of three. 

Going beyond newspaper ads was "not 
the craziest thing" she's ever done, and 
after 18 months of e-mail, screenings and 
phone conversations, Hunter found what 
seemed like a perfect match. Dave Hooe, 
who originally was only 60 miles from her 
town, was sexy, responded to everything 
she searched for in a relationship and 
made her laugh. 

"I was completely swept off my feet 
by the things he said and did for me," 
Hunter said. 

The couple skipped over the friendship 
stage, plunging right into intimacy, only 
"not in the physical sense." 

"You meet from the inside out, talk 
about more intimate things because you 
don't see each other. It is the same meat
market atmosphere of the bar. You know 
you both have the same intentions, so it 
tends to go there first. But if you are both 
honest, it can work into a good relation
ship," Hunter said. 

Three months into their cyber-relation
ship, he told her he loved her for who she 
was and proposed over the phone, before 
they ever met in person. Hunter took a 
June trip to Alaska, where he lived, and 
fell in love with the place. The decision to 
get married and move up there was not 
difficult: She craved a charige. 

In the book of cyber romances and 
affairs, Hunter's story is not unique. The 
electronic mating trend has been in exis
tence since the early stages of the Internet, 
and the number of those clicking for love 
is growing monthly. 

Online dating is now entering the main
stream culture, and some dating sites report
ed a 30 percent increase in their traffic since 
the romantic comedy "You've Got Mail" 
appeared on the big screen. The movie is a 
great endorsement for virtual love affairs, 
making them very appealing. But even 
before the movie, the trend was popular. 

From housewives looking for friends to 
married men looking for a quick affair, the 
palette of Internet customers is diverse. 

"Using the Internet is much less expen
sive, more comfortable and safer than 
other dating methods," said Beverly 
Appel, a psychoth~rapist, astrological 
counselor and healer from California, who 
met her husband Kenneth vfa an Internet 
personal ad. Together they wrote a book 
called "It Takes Two: A Psychological and 
Spiritual Guide to Finding Love on the 
Internet Personals." 

"You can remain as anonymous as you 
like, you can respond (or not) to others in 
the warmth and safety of your own home, 
and you have a much wider range of people 
to choose from to correspond with - both 
geographically and otherwise," she said. 

Not everyone is searching for an 
amorous adventure, however. Nineteen
year-old Chris Pierce of Anc)lorage uses 
the personals to look for pen pals. 

"I have never really used the Net for a 
serious relationship before," said Pierce, 
who likes meeting people from other 
places to "drop in a line here and there." 

"However I did agree to meet a girl one 
time," Pierce said. "How did it turn out, 
well, she got my number and never 
stopped calling until I changed it. Pretty 
scary experience. She seemed cool at first 
just hangin' out and stuff, and then she 
turned weird." 

Alyssa Gorham, an 18-year-old UAA 
English major, has a scary experience of 
her own to share. She used the college
club.com Web site to find a pen pal. The 
long e-mail exchanges with Mike K grad
uated into long phone conversations, and 
within one month her Los Angeles friend 
decided to visit Alaska. 

"We thought we knew each other very 
well," Gorham said. "Although we didn't 
have a common background, we shared 
the same beliefs." 

Internet-savvy specialists call such e
mail correspondence uninhibiting, 
almost liberating. 

"There is something freeing about not 
having to care about how you are coming 
across to the other person. And you can 
speak about things you might never men
tion in person - things that matter a lot to 
you, but that you never thought would 
interest someone else," Appel said. 

Prepared to treat her friend like a tourist, 
the depth of the situation did not occur to 
Gorham until she showed up on a 
November Friday at the airport to pick him 
up. He was sweet and romantic, but his per
ception of friendship diverged from hers. 

When they arrived at her house, the 

encounter was so awkward, she passed 
a note to her roommate with numbers 
for all her friends . 

"Please call all these people and make 
sure someone is here with us until he 
leaves," she said. 

The guest soon caught on to her strategy 
and became very frustrated . As she rejected 
his attempts to show affection, he became 
increasingly agitated. Within four hours of 
his arrival, Gorham could no longer tolerate 
his desire to act as a boyfriend. 

"I knew I would have not been able to 
fall asleep that night with him in my 
house," she said. 

The three-day planned weekend ended 
that night at two in the morning, when the 
baffled visitor asked to be taken back to 
the airport. 

Gorham has not completely abandoned 
her search for a virtual friend , but the 
encounter cultivated a different look at 
long-distance relationships. 

"It is so neat to be able to write to peo
ple around the world, but you have to keep 
things in perspective so they don't get out 
of hand," she said. 

Experts agree that Internet relation
ships are safe as long as users are discreet. 
Daniel Bender, the webmaster of 
American Singles site, said about 35,000 
visitors log in every day to the ads, and 
hundreds of people join each day. 

"Cyber dating is very safe if common 
sense is used," Bender said. "Take your 
time and communicate for a while. Get to 
know the person and watch for red. flags. 
When you meet, do so in a public location 

for the first several times. Then, it's like 
any other kind of dating." 

As for Rhonda Hunter's marriage, it 
was as hasty as her romance. About a year 
later, the couple filed for divorce, which 
was final just in time for Valentine's Day. 
She thinks the breakup is due in part to 
"many things he said, but wasn't." 

"You put your emotions on the Internet 
and listen to whatever someone tells you, 
and it makes you vulnerable. But you 
don ' t know if they are true," Hunter said. 
"It is a new frontier, convenient, with 
quick answers. People can be whomever 
they want online, and it gives them a 
whole new world." 

Hunter has learned a few lessons and is a 
bit more cautious these days ., But she's back , 
in cyberspace - still looking for Mr. Right. 

Free personals sites 
http://www. as. org 
http://www.spectropolis.com!ibase/per-

sonals/select.htm 
http://www.mydate.com 
http://www. lovechaser. com 
http://www. teen. email. net 
http://www.friendfinder.com 
http://www.classifieds2000.com 
http://www.cyberfriends.com 

"It Takes Two: A Psychological and 
Spiritual Guide to Finding Love on the 
Internet Personals" by Kenneth and 
Beverly Appel is available at www.it
takes-two.com. 
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Drop I 

1n and rock out 
By Lisa Simono 
Special to the Northern Light 

Wearing a tan shirt, black slacks and black shoes, and sitting behind the microphone, 
Stephanie Sambucco was live, as they say in radio. 

And while it would be easy to mistake her for a college student, Sambucco is actual
ly a 17-year-old high school student and one of about 70 volunteers who works at 
KRUA, the UAA campus radio station. 

Sambucco started volunteering last spring and was co-hosting shows by the time the 
fall semester started. She went solo as a disc jockey just three weeks ago, hosting the 
station's first Christian music show, Iona Abbey. Playing nontraditional Christian music, 
she pulls her lyrics from ska, punk and folk music that she finds at stores around town 
and online. Iona Abbey airs from 7 to 10 a.m. on Mondays. 

"I got the name from my English literature book," Sambucco said. "It was one of the 
first abbeys built over in Ireland and, from there, they did a lot of missionary work." 

Sambucco, who is home-schooled by her mom, was surfing radio stations when her 
ears caught some really good songs on 88. l FM. 

"I called in to find out what the show was," she said. "The DJ, who is now the sta
tion manager, said I should come in and volunteer. He made it sound like fun." 

Jerry Franklin is another KRUA volunteer. Working at the station is one of his sev
eral jobs. Franklin is a community volunteer and the creator of the "Secret '80s" pro
gram that airs on Mondays from 7 to 10 p.m. Franklin plays '80s bands that you seldom 
hear anymore: The Smiths, The Cure, Iggy Pop and David Bowie. 

"I like that kind of music," Franklin said. "And I don't find too much of it on 
other stations." 

A four-year veteran of radio in Pasadena, Calif., Franklin says corporate stations are 
too competitive and he prefers working at KRUA. So why does he volunteer when he's 
already working several jobs to make ends meet? There's no hidden agenda, according 

Spring 

Student Leadership Honors 
If you have held a leadership position at 
UAA, you may be eligible to graduate 

with Leadership Honors! 

Criteria 

• UAA students must have a minimum of 3.0 
cumulative GP.A. 

• UAA students must have leadership 
involvement for four semesters if receiving a 
baccalaureate degree or two semesters if 
receiving other degrees or certificates. 

• Students must demonstrate a significant 
contribution to the university by any one or 
any combination of the following: 

A. Elected/ appointed to office 
8. Chaired committee meeting(s) 

DEADLINE 

For Spring 1999: 

Friday 

February 26th 

Applications are now 
available in the 

Office of the 
Dean of Students, 

Campus Center 233 

to Franklin, who takes classes on and off at the university. 
"I'm here for the music," he said. "And I care about what goes on here." 
"Volunteers do learn how to operate a board and mikes, and they do get on the air, 

but KRUA offers more than a chance to be a disc jockey," said Matt Hopper, KRUA sta
tion manager. 

Station volunteers learn to write copy, practice recording news stories live, report on 
student government meetings and cover campus. They call recording companies, talk to 
music representatives, request demo tapes for the station to air, chart music reports to 
magazines and choose the music. 

"Not everyone is qualified to work at the radio station when they walk in the door," 
Hopper said. "But they'll be qualified to work here or at any radio station in Anchorage 
if they go through our volunteer program. What's more, volunteers help us build and 
maintain our diversity." 

In addition to Sambucco's and Franklin's shows, you can listen to a wide variety of 
music on KRUA. On Mondays, you can hear Latin music. On Fridays there's a reggae 
show. On other days you can listen to punk, electronic, rock 'n' roll, techno, funk, rap, 
blues, classical, New Age, British pop, swing and Japanese pop music 

Some volunteers also contact local businesses soliciting free bowling passes, tattoos, 
body piercing, massages, pizzas or cash, which the station uses as volunteer incentives. 

"Volunteers receive phony money printed up in the form of KRUA bucks for every 
hour they work," said Emily Short, KRUA personnel manager. "They save them and cash 
in their KRUA bucks at our annual volunteer auction at the end of the semester. That's 
when KRUA bucks can be redeemed for the incentives we've collected over the year." 

If you 're a college student with a 2.5 grade point average, a high school student in 
an intern program or a member of the community who wants to have fun and get media 
experience for free, consider volunteering at KRUA. 

KRUA is located in Building K, Room 254. They can be e-mailed at 
aykrua@uaa.alaska.edu or looked up on the Web at www.netcasting.net/krua. 
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The- nation's leader in college 
marketing is seeking an energetic, 
entrepreneurial student for the 
position of campus rep. No sales 
involved. Place advertising on 
bulletin boards fur componies such 
as American Express, Microsoft 
and Columbia House. 

+ Fabulous earnings 
+ Part time job 
+ Choose your own hours 
+ 8- 10 hours per week 

American Passage Media, Inc. 
Campus Rep Program 

Seattle, WA 

800-481-2434 Ext. 4444 
,.........,__ 
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club activities, student government, 
or other groups .{lor more information 

call 786-1214 

~ w 'r. • co u n c 1 l t r av f' t . c o 1:1 -
UM IS AN EO(M EMl'l.OYEll AND EDUCATIONAL INSTT7UTION 



16 February 16-22, 1999 

TVNDRA PRESENTS ••• 

Dudley's Duds 
(comic strips no one else wanted 

to be blamed for). 

Rubese By Leigh Rubin 

Stone Age drag racing. 
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Even after checking and rechecking the number three 
times, still Leland's fear had somehow happened. 

Larger Than Life by David Gallagher 
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The heart of the matter 

Open and close your hand 70 times a minute. How long do you think you can 
keep that up? Your heart muscle contracts and relaxes about 70 times each minute 
from before the time you are born until you die. Since you can't live without it, 
don't you owe your heart the best care you can give? 

There are many things you can do to keep your heart healthy. Your heart is a 
rriuscle, and like every muscle in your body, it works better when it gets regular 
exercise. If you don't exercise now, start! Find an activity you enjoy doing, such 
as walking, jogging, riding a bicycle, swimming or skiing. Start off slowly and 
gradually increase your speed and time, especially if you have been inactive. 

If you are over 40, overweight and have not bad a checkup recently, consult 
your health-care provider before you begin a new exercise program. 

Being overweight puts a strain on your heart and increases your chance of 
developing high blood pressure, high cholesterol and diabetes. Avoid these prob
lems by getting your weight in a normal range and keeping it there. You can 
reduce your weight by eating fewer calories and by increasing your physical 
activity on a regular basis. Weight lo~s is safest if it happens gradually, about one 
to two pounds a week. 

Smoking doubles the risk of a heart attack and increases risk of sudden cardiac 

By Dyann Bowland, RN, MPH 
UAA Student Health Center 

death two to four times. The sooner you quit smoking, the faster your cardiac risk 
will decline. If you don't smoke, don't start. 

The higher your blood pressure, the higher your risk of stroke and heart attack. 
What kinds of foods do you put into your body? What you eat can raise or 

lower your blood cholesterol level. Over time, cholesterol, fat and other sub
stances can build up in the walls of your arteries and slow or block the flow of 
blood to your heart. Cut the fat and cholesterol in your diet and your heart will 
beat much longer. 

A body under stress increases the demands made on the heart. Know what your 
personal stress limit is and when you have reached it. Set realistic goals, delegate, 
do nice things for yourself and don't sweat the small stuff! Learning to manage 
the stress in your life will take the pressure off your heart. 

The Student Health Center will be offering fasting blood chemistry tests -
which includes total cholesterol, triglycerides, HDL, LDL, glucose and more -
on Feb. 16-17 from 7-10 a.m. at the Student Health Center, Business Education 
Building, Room 120. Participants should have nothing to eat or drink except water 
for 12 hours before the test. Cost of the fasting blood cbemistry'is $12. 

Love your heart and treat it well - it's the only one you've got! 

Literary 
expands 

conference 
boundaries 

By Gunnar Sharp 
Northern Light Reporter 

Despite the implicit internationality of its name, the Pacific Rim Literary Conference 
is a local event. But it's growing. 

In its fourth year, the Pacific Rim Literary Conference, which will be held Feb. 19-
20 in the Business Education Building, is attracting people from across the state, the 
Lower 48 and Canada. 

"Graduate students in our field really need the experience of presenting in a profes
sional conference," said Patricia Linton, UAA English professor and conference advis
er. "But it's so expensive for students here to go to the Lower 48, so we've started one 
_here." 

Linton said this year there are more speakers and more graduate students coming 
from outside the university. 

"In general, we have a lot more participation," Linton said. "It shows that the con
ference has grown. It's more successful than just a little local conference." 

The annual literary conference, organized by the English honor society Sigma Tau 
Delta and sponsored by the department of English, will include presentations by three 
featured speakers, as well as a mix of creative writing panels and critical panels given 
by faculty and graduate students. 

"We're on the cusp of being recognized as a real event that people from all over come 
to," said Carla SlatonBarker, a UAA graduate student and director of the conference. 
"We're showing that this year." 

As a mark of its progress, this year's conference has, for the first time, a theme. The 
title of the conference, "Telling Stories, Writing Histories, Shaping Identities," refers to 
the exploration of the boundaries and intersections of history, narrative and cultural 
identity. This year's theme stems from one of last year's more popular panel discussions, 
which was held by UAA's history department. 

"The theme is a way to pull everything together," said SlatonBarker. "The history 
department last year talked about history and narrative. They really were focusing on the 

difference between narrative and history and the importance of narrative in historical 
writing. That led to a discussion of the boundaries of history and fiction, fiction and sto
rytelling. It opened up a discussion of what history is, how identity intersects with his
tory, and how storytelling intersects with history." 

Helping to explore these boundaries are this year's three keynote speakers: author 
S.K.Y. Lee, James Rupert and Kathryn Bond Stockton. 

Lee is a Chinese-Canadian writer and author of the Governor General's Literary 
Award finalist "Disappearing Moon Cafe," a novel that bas gotten a good deal of atten
tion in Canada as well as the United States. Rupert is a University of Alaska Fairbanks 
professor of English and Alaska Native studies. Bo.nd Stockton is a University of Utah 
English professor and a specialist in gender theory and cultural studies. 

The conference also gives the community a chance to participate in a literary con
ference. 

"(The conference] brings people on campus and helps the community, the taxpayers, 
understand that scholarship is valuable," said SlatonBarker. "It's really important to stu
dents, too. Students get to know what it's like to practice professionalism in the field. 
Publishing and conferences are two markers of professional development. We get to 
practice that here." 

What started as an occasion for UAA English students to practice presenting papers 
has outgrown the limits of its original discipline. Besides the history department, the 
Canadian Studies Program as well as the creative writing and literary arts department 
will participate. 

"Last year and this year we have really made an effort to make the conference more 
interdisciplinary," Linton said. 

Summing up the importance of the conference, SlatonBaker said, ''The conversations 
that take place at the conference between departments, for both students and faculty, 
form the foundations for discussions throughout the year." 

The event will be held all day Thursday and Friday in the Business Education · 
Building and is free to the public. 
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FOR SALE 
NEW Canon BJC 4400, $135. Print 

6.5 PPM black and 2.5 PPM color, retails 
at $149.99 Sony Candybar cell phone 
with battery and leather case, $15, two 
available. Call or leave message for Tom 
753-0606. 

Various items available including: ele
cronics, winter gear, outdoor equipment, 
household items, etc. Please call 243-
6074. 

Calling Cards-STOP WASTING 
YOUR MONEY! Receive a free long dis
tance calling card. Call anywhere in the 
U.S.A. for .19cents a minute. Call 274-
4435. 

Roof, snow-shedding, removable, for 
camper, motor home, only $40. 562-3228, 
after 6:30. 

Student nursing clothes/shoes for 
women. Contact Angie, 562-8168. 

Do)'OIJ.-nttohelp 
a'llllll!afriendlyand 
funcximrnunityon 

cafr4lUSl' 

Do)'Ol.lw.ita 
chalenging position 
tlwoughwtich)'OIJ 

canleam more about 
)'Ol.lrself? 

Do)'OIJ want to help 
O!lierstudentsbe 
sua:essfulatUAA? 

lf)'Ol.ldo, 
--)'OIJ 
tobeanRAI 

-
Cold weather gear, down insulation, 

size med. parka, excellent condition $125, 
size med. coverall $125, Sorrells w/wool 
liner $35. 344-7077 

'93 Olds Achieva, V6, 62k, ABC Al 
rims, winter & summer tires, extras, clean 
inside, like new, $6,900 OBO. 562-0355 

EMPLOYMENT AVAILABLE 
Latin tutor/teacher needed for HS stu

dent(s). Please contact Lisa 561-2198 or 
lisaj57@hotmail.com 

Cruise Ship Employment-workers earn 
up to $2,000+/month (w/tips & benefits). 
World Travel! Land-Tour jobs up to 
$5,000-$7,000/summer. Ask us how! 
517-336-4235 Ext. C61011 

Windsong Lodges hiring coach and 
van drivers for summer. Daily runs to 
Denali & Seward, positions based in 
Anchorage or Denali. CDL & clean dri
ving record required. $9-$11 per hour 
DOE + bonus, average over $2250 

Requirements: 
full-time UAA student 

minimum 2.SGM 

Benefits: 
residence hall room 

meal plan 
bi-weekly stipend 

RAsare mentcrs. 
They coordinate 

activities and help 
Application paclcetsavailable at the ResidenceUfe Office 

Main Apartment Complex #603. 
maintain community 

standards. We are 
seeking responsible 
individuals from all 

walks of life ID share 
their di\«'se 

badcgrounds and 
experiel ices. 

Applications receMd by 10:00 a.m. Monday, February 22nd 
will receive priority consideration. 

For more information 
oontactl..ori.Jolnscnat75H'l23 

Nl..IJ@IUAA.alaslca.eru. 
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monthly plus tips working 45 hours per 
week. Supervisor position also available. 
Call (907)245-0925 (Anch.) for more 
information. 

and dryer. 277-7707 

SELF-HELP 
Alanon Family Groups, 12 step pro

gram for families and friends of alco
holics. Call for info & meeting schedule 
276-6646 

Windsong Lodges hiring reservations 
agent. Part time now, full time this sum
mer. $9-$11 per hour DOE. Computer 
skills, knowledge of Alaska a must. Call 
245-0912 for more info. 

Need support and would like to talk to 
other adults about parenting. If you live in 
the Ptarmigan boundaries (east to Turpin, 
south to Debarr, west to Glenn Highway 
and north to Glenn Highway) attend the 
parent support groups, they are as follows: 

Nanny needed imediately, 7am-2pm, 2 
children ages 6 & 2. 2 yr. old has autism. 
243-0514 

Do you want to learn English, Spanish, 
Russian, French, Italian or Polish? Call 
Fred or Ilona at 258-6113, 786-9771, or 
fred_frontier@hotmail.com $9/hour-dis
counts for group instruction. 

Feb (11, 25), March (11, 25), April (8, 22), 
May (6, 20) and June 3. Child care is pro
vided. For more information contact Dee
Dee @ 337-9589 Tuesday JO am-3:30 pm 
and Thursday JO a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

FOR RENT 
UAA student seeking roomate M/F to 

share 3Bdrm condo. 2 miles from UAA 
off Lake Otis. Already available $350/mo. 
all utilities paid. Includes use of washer 

The Identity Helpline. For Gay, 
Lesbian, Bi, Trans, Bi-curious and 
Questioning persons. Resources & refer
rals in the GLBT community. Seven days 
a week, 258-4777. 

NOW HIRING FOR SUMMER! 

The University of Alaska Anchorage, Grounds 
Department/OmamentaJ Shop is now accepting 
applications for Grounds Laborers FulJ-time, 
Temporary, up to 8 Positions, 2 positions may start 
in April, balance to be filled in early May. Performs 
maintenance of landscaping including trees, shrubs 
and flowers, must have previous experience, must 
have valid Drivers License. Complete job 
announcement and Driving Record Verification form 
can be obtained from Human Resource Services 
Administration Building, Suite 245 . Applications 
and other requested information must be received in 
tne Human Resource Services offices by 5:00 pm. 
on February 25, 1999. UAA is an Affirmative 
Action, Equal Opportunity Er:nployer. Must be 
eligible for employment under the Im.migration 
Reform and Control Act of 1986. Applicams 
needing reasonable accommodations to participate in 
the application or interview process should contact 
Human Resourc.e Services prior to the closing date. 
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Eve11t1 for tLe week of Feb. IG-23. 1999 

Chinese-Canadian author S.K.Y. Lee 
will spend the afternoon of Sunday, Feb. 
21 in the University of Alaska Anchorage's 
Campus Center Pub. The feminist writer 
and artist will give a reading and host 
a discussion at l p.m. 

Lee is a winner 
Vancouver Book Award, illustrator 
of a children's book and co-editor 
of "Telling It: Women and 
Language Across Cultures." Her 
most recent work, 
"Disappearing Moon Cafe," 
"creates a valid account of the 
anguish involved in the invention 
of a new identity," according to 
The Globe and Mail. 

The event is free and open to the 
public, and there will be a reception and 
book signing after the event. 

Lee will also be part of the Pacific 
Rim Literary Conference on Friday 
Feb. 19 in the Business 
Education Building at 
6:30 p.m. 

~' 

Tour-worthy trio 
By Stephanie Tripp 
Northern Light Features Editor 

A rare chance has arrived. The University of Alaska Anchorage is 
the foundation of a musical premiere that the public might want to 
experience before it goes internationa~ and on a Northwestern U.S. 
tour. 

The UAA faculty trio Alaska Pro Musica - Mark Wolbers plays 
the clarinet, Walter Olivares the violin and Timothy Smith the piano 
- that has been together for about seven years will be premiering 
its new music for the public. 

The group just returned from southern Chile, where it performed 
for a second time at the international music festival "Semanas 
Musicales." 

All three are extremely comfortable as a group and enjoy work
ing together. 

"We feel that this format which allows us to present music from 
a wide variety of styles will appeal to a broad audience," Smith said. 

Alaska Pro Musica will perform at 8 p.m. on Feb. 19 and at 4 
p.m. on Feb. 21. The shows will be held in the Arts Building Recital 
Hall. Tickets are available at CARRSTIX outlets and at the door for 
$8 to $10. 

An additional bonus is that the concert will be held in the finest 
recital hall in Alaska, Wolbers said. 

"It is an intimate performance hall because you get close to the 
performers," he said. 



I did the what? 
Story and photos by Susan Harrington, Northern Light News Editor 

Kyle Anthony and Fred Bull join other lditasport 
extremists. 

UAA student Fred Bull and Christy Laughlin, rookie 
lditasporter, at the mandatory prerace meeting. 

I'm at Big Lake. It's Saturday at 8:30 a.m., 
and it is 10 below, as forecasted. My bare face 
feels like someone just slapped me with a frozen 
salmon. But what a beautiful day - sunshine and 
blue sky, with a bit of clouds to help push the 
temperature up. 

I put the puff-pillow hood up on my North 
Face coat and the stingy feeling goes away. 

I'm here to cover the start of the lditasport and 
get pictures of two UAA students who are in the 
race, Kyle Anthony and Fred Bull. 

Both are verteran Iditasporters and are among 
108 extreme adventure seekers from all over the 
globe who signed up for the 100-mile cross
country race from Big Lake to Skwenta and back. 
Racers can play the game with bikes, cross-coun
try skis, snowshoes or running shoes. Bull skis it 
and Anthony bikes it. 

Skis and snowshoes sound right for this 
weath~r. but bicycles? What kind of a game is 
that? 

Anthony and Bull were barely out of diapers 
when Alaska legend Joe Redington, father of the 
lditarod, developed the Iditaksi, the extreme 
cross-country ski race, in 1983. 

Four years later, about the time our fearless 
students were learning to write in cursive on 
lined paper, Dan Bull, father of Fred, started the 
lditabike, an extreme bike marathon. 

By 1991, foot, snowshoe and triatholon were 
added to skiing and bicycling and the games pre
vailed. lditasport tested, the weather punished, 
and a small band of people started Iditasporting. 

So why would anybody participate in a race 
like this? How could any body do that? In 1991, 
it was for the gold - almost seven pounds of it 
made up the prize purse. A few people endured, 
mostly professional athletes. 

The gold is gone and global adventurers round 
out the ranks of professional athletes. Now, fin
ishers get engraved ulus. 

Anthony and Bull are not doing it for the 
engraved ulu. 

'Tm doing it for the ice cream when it's 
over," Anthony said. 

"It's just a weekend I have nothing better to 
do," Bull said. 

That was Thursday night at the prerace meet
ing and banquet. This is Bull's seventh lditasport 
and Anthony's second. 

I ask how they prepare for a race like this. 
"Running a few miles with a log over my 

shoulder, after getting up every morning and 
drinking a cup of my own pee, pounding myself 
and twirling around ten times, smacking my 
butt," Anthony said. 

Anthony is obviously trying to get rid of some 
prerace energy with extreme humor. Sporting a 
blond crewcut and the lean body of an endurance 
athlete, Anthony has an engaging smile and a 
touch of Borealis in his eyes. He wants to be a 

millionaire and has an idea for producing an 
alternative film, "Paperboy Payday." He hasn't 
decided what he'll get his degree in yet. He's 
taken some classes in math, philosophy, business 
and journalism. 

But he is serious, too. Getting ready for the 
Iditasport has caused him to miss a few classes 
last week and he seems more worried about that 
than the danger of the race. 

"I'll have to do some extreme studying next 
week, after the race is over," Anthony said. 

Bull explains the real training routine started a 
month before the first snow, around the begin
ning of October. 

"We ran in the mountains all day, morning to 
dark," Bull said. "Our goal was to try to get four 
days a week weight training, and three to four 
days cardio. We didn't always meet our goal, but 
we had a goal. That was our plan." 

They also did telemark skiing, rock climbing 
at the rock gym, running, and cross-country ski
ing. 

Discipline, training and preparedness go a 
long way, but those alone will not get an 
Iditasporter across the finish line. 

Since 1983, endurance has been the name of 
this game. The motto of the lditasport is 
"Cowards won't show and the weak will die." 

Iditasporters face extreme elements like 
moose, snow and cold. A respect for the weather 
is especially important. 

That was stressed last Thursday at the manda
tory pre-race meeting in Anchorage's 4th Avenue 
Theatre. The theatre was noisy with an assort
ment of 200 people, Iditasporters from around 
the world, organizers, friends and family mem
bers. But they all grow quiet as Jacques Boutet, 
veteran lditasporter and organizer, gives the 
weather forecast for the race start at 9 a.m. on 
Saturday. 

"Minus 10 degrees at the start, maybe getting 
up to around zero until 6:30 p.m., when the tem
perature will drop to minus 40 degrees," Boutet 
said. 

At the race start on Saturday, some guy is 
waving a green and silver banded survey stake in 
the air shouting "Green." I realize that this is not 
about spiking trees or tearing out survey stakes, 
it's about getting lost, which you don't want to 
happen when you're on alOO-mile, body-punish
ing, glaciated trek. The trail is very clearly 
marked with hundreds of these green and silver 
banded survey stakes. 

Having been around the trail before, Anthony 
and Bull are aware of the dangers. At the ban
quet, I asked if they were afraid. They were sur
prised I would even ask the question. 

"No," Anthony said, ending that discussion. 
"Uh-uh," Bull said. "I know I'll be okay. I can 

always get in my sleeping bag." 
Bull said the worst experience he had in the 
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Two students brave the 
extremes to finish Iditasport 
Iditasport was the year his camel-back water system exploded 
on the trail on the coldest night. He was taking a break and 
leaning against a tree when it happened. 

"I froze my butt," Bull said. 
One year he had to drop out because of problems with his 

bike at the start. Another year he lost his brakes and found that 
it was better to ride downhill fast and crash at the bottom than 
to carry the bike and gear. 

That was in 1997 and he finished seventh at the age of 17, 
with a time of 13 hours 49 minutes. 

He decided he would ski it this year. 
Anthony said his worse experience was in 1997, when he 

ran out of food after 30 hours on the trail. He was 25 miles out 
from the finish and got detoured, after skiing 75 miles. 

"I wasn't planning on stopping and had to sleep," Anthony 
said. "I was so hungry." 

He finished that race with a time of 31 hours 29 minutes. 
"I'll be faster on a bike this year," Anthony said. 
Anthony said the best thing about the lditasport is finishing. 
"The end is really cool because you're done," Anthony said. 

"It's not a lot of fun though until you're done. It was a lot of 
fun setting up the course on snowmachines." 

Half an hour before race is supposed to start, Bull and 
Anthony are nowhere_to be found. 

Our fearless wonder boys are late - true UAA students. I 
find their friend Sam Newbury, take his picture and ask him if 
he's seen Bull or Anthony. 

"No, they'll be late, but they'll be here in time," Newbury 
said. 

They were. I took some crowd pictures and saw a van 
parked at the very end of all the cars. Frantic activity. Skis and 
poles and backpacks are flying from the van. I wander the 200 
yards over to the van and find Bull, his dad, his girlfriend 
Christy, his dog Kenny, but no Anthony. They smile for the 

UAA student Kyle Anthony at the pre
race meeting. 

camera. 
"Where's Kyle?" I ask. 
"Oh, he's here," Bull said. 
"What's he wearing?" I need to take his picture, too. 
"A blue two tone coat," Bull grins. 
"What's it look like?" I need to find him. 
"It looks like a, like an old coat," Bull is smiling now. 
Bull is wearing an aerial-search-and- rescue-viewable pur

ple jacket and has a sense of fashion. His danger-warning-haz
ard-yellow, cross-country ski boots go nice with the purple 
jacket. 

Now I'm grinning. I let him get ready for the start and go 
back to the edge of the frozen lake looking for Anthony. I don't 
see him so I start looking for someone his size on a bike wear
ing an old blue two tone coat. 

I step on a big sideways crack in the ice and I wonder if the 
ice is going to break from all the cars, snowmobiles, trucks, 
cars and trucks hauling snowmobiles, bikers, runners, skiers, 
people, pets, babies on the ground in little plastic mini sugar 
scoop sleds, piled on top. 

I finally see Kyle, then I hear "7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, l," and off 
they go. Snap rewind, my camera is so hard to operate when 
wearing gloves but I don't want to get frostbite. I get a picture. 
I know Kyle has got to be in the picture because I see an old 
blue coat. 

They're moving across the lake now and how they can be 
doing this race. I can't even keep my hood up, my hat on or 
take a picture and they're trekking 100 miles in Alaska. 

But they do it. Bull finished 2nd place in the cross-country 
division with a time of 15 hours l minute, 18th overall. 

Anthony competed against a slate of global ultra-extreme 
bike marathoners and finished in 18 hours 44 minutes. 

lditasport stars with new stories to tell. 
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Start of 1999 lditasport where 
Anthony biked and Bull skied. 

There were 101 athletes participating in the event. Not all would finish the race. 
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Men take one 
By Patrick J. Paul 
Northern Light Sports Editor 

The University of Alaska Anchorage 
men's basketball team played two very 
good games on the road. 

The men managed to beat the Western 
New Mexico University Mustangs 52-
35, but ended up losing to the Montana 
State University-Billings Yellowjackets 
120-94. 

In the WNMU game, defense was the 
keyword. Only two players on both 
teams succeeded in scoring double dig
its. Jim Hajdukovich led all scorers with 
19 points, and WNMU was led by Exie 
Weathers with 10 points. 

UAA was enjoying a three-game win
ning streak but ended up facing a desperate 
opponent in the Yellowjackets, who were 
trying to break out of a four-game slump. 

MSU-B guard Titus Warmsley led the 
scoring with 31 points, and Miodrag 
Babic added 29 points. UAA's scoring 
was very close, with every member con
tributing double digits. Guard Jim 
Hajdukovich again led with 19 points. 
Chris Lewis had 16 points, J.J. Pilgreen 
added 15 points and 12 rebounds, and 
Jon Madison and Drew Gunkel had 13 
points each. Chris Hamey rounded out 
the scoring with 11 points. 

Montana is currently in sixth place in 
the PacWest Pacific conference, while 
UAA is in second place. 

UAA next plays intrastate rival UAF 
on Feb. 19 in Fairbanks and on Feb. 20 at 
the Sports Center. 

So do women 
By Patrick J. Paul 
Northern Light Sports Editor 

They probably want to leave the splits 
to the UAA gymnasts. 

The Seawolves women's basketball 
team split a two-game road series last 
weekend, bowing to the Lewis-Clark 
State Warriors on Friday and skimming 
past the Central Washington Wildcats on 
Saturday. 

In their game against the Warriors, the 
'Wolves struggled with their outside 
shooting, only scoring 27 percent of their 
three-pointers, while the Warriors made 
55 percent. 

Forward Stephanie Smith and Angie 
Warnke were the only 'Wolves to get 
double-digit scores in the matchup. 
Smith dropped in 14 points and Warnke 
11. 

In Saturday's game, the Seawolves 
caught a break and managed to slip past 
the Wildcats, winning 75-64. 

Smith was the game's leading scorer, 
tallying 17 points for the Wolves, while 
Regina Wilson and Tirzah Church both 
collected 15. 

The 'Wolves improved their three
point game, making 50 percent from the 
field. The Wildcats were held to 25 per
cent. 

The latest game series moyes the 
Seawolves to 5-7 in the Pac West 
Conference. 

The Seawolves battle rival UAF on 
Feb. 19 in Fairbanks and at the UAA 
Sports Center on Feb. 20. 

'Wolves bury Gophers 
By Patrick J. Paul 
Northern Light Sports Editor 

The University of Alaska Anchorage 
hockey team fell 5-1 to the University of 
Minnesota Golden Gophers and dropped 
to 12-12-5 overall and 9-9-5 in the 
Western Collegiate Hockey Association 
(WCHA) on Feb. 13. 

UM started out fast, scoring just six 
minutes into the game on a goal by right 
winger Mike Anderson. Left winger 
Reggie Berg slapped in another one for 
UM four minutes later. 

Center Chris Pont scored UAA's only 
goal in the second period. Winger Dave 
Spehar responded by adding another for 
UM in the second. Gopher center Wyatt 
Smith added a empty-netter in the third, 
and left winger Erik Wendell scored 
with 19 seconds in the goal. 

UAA earned a split and gained 
revenge on the Gophers on Feb. 14 by 
beating them 4-2. 

The Gophers used their quick-start 
game plan again, with center John Pohl 
scoring just five minutes into the first 
period. UAA held them scoreless for the 
rest of the period, while centers Chris 
Pont and Rob Douglas slapped in goals. 

The second started much like the 
first, with UM's Berg scoring four min
utes into the period. But four minutes 
later, UAA left winger Mike Scott 
scored an unassisted goal, and right 
winger Klage Kaebel scored at 16:06 to 
round out the scoring. 

The third period was a defensive bat
tle, and neither team scored. 

UAA stays on the road this week, 
playing conference-leading North 
Dakota on Feb. 19-20. 
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., Tonight we p~ayed two rookies who have 
never played hockey in their Ii ves, just 

tbeyc 
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on ., 
've been.here three ye~. ap.d this is 

the most athletic group ofladies l've ever 
coached." l'loJ:ib:ins said. "This season is 
'another ste ard varsity l:ltatus:" 
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*Learn production 
*Learn on air announcing 
*Get minty fresh breath 

*Learn to write news stories 
*Report on sports events 

*your feet won't stink 
*Get great radio experience 

*Learn digital editing 
*We'll pluck your nose hairs 

*Call record labels 
*Prepare for the professional field 

*Beg for a date on the air 
and much, much more ... 

Come join the many faces of KRUA! 
-------------------


