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FACT: a house ad is what is used when a newspaper or magazine does not 
have-enough ads to fill the space it has alloted for an issue. Stop the gra~uitous 
use of house ads and advertise your own busine.ss in The Northern Light. The 
rates are affordable and can work for your business. 
To advertise in The Northern Light call 786-4690. 
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Court decision protects free speech for some but not all 
Does making students pay fees to clubs 

and organizations that have different polit
ical and religious interests than their own 
infringe on their First Amendment rights? 

A three-judge panel in the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Seventh Circuit thinks so. 

In August, they ruled that the free 
speech rights of three conservative 
Christian students at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison were violated because 
their fees went to fund various student 
groups that promoted interests they were 
fundamentally opposed to. Among those 
were the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and 
Transgender Club; Amnesty International; 
the Campus Women's Center; and the 
Madi so~ AIDS Support Network. 

The University of Wisconsin-Madison 
has appealed the c.ase, which is now head
ed to the U.S. Supreme Court. 

These judges may have believed they 
were striking a blow for individual rights, 

but the decision has actually poked a hole 
in concept. 

Democracy is an interesting paradox. 
On the one hand, there's majority rule, 
where everyone is free to participate in the 
decision-making process but the bill or the 
candidate with the most votes wins. On the 
other hand, we battle for the rights of the 
individual. When that battle is between the 
will of the majority vs. that of the individ
ual, we often see legal precedents set. 

Though the lawyers for the plaintiffs 
dressed this case up like that, it really isn't a 
battle between the individual and the major
ity. It actually pits the rights of the three indi
viduals against those of other individuals. 

The panel ruled that having diverse stu
dent groups on campus was not import;mt 
to the educational mission of the university. 

The university is an institution offering 
a forum for expression and exposure to 
new ideas and diverse opinions. This 

means a student will likely be exposed to 
something they don't agree with or be· 
forced to hear a differing opinion. What's 
wrong with that? 

Will they melt? Will their head 
explode? 

No. What will happen, in all likelihood, 
is they may have their minds pried open a 
little or they may become stronger in their 
original opinion. And guess what? Most 
educators will tell you this is paramount to 
the learning process. 

Now, universities may be forced to · 
limit that through financial means by 
denying funding to certain groups that 
aren't falling into step with the majority. 

These students are also paying tuition. 
Do they believe that their tuition is going 
solely to instructors and programs they are 
enrolled for? No - it's also going to the 
instructors who believe in socialism, instruc
tors who debate the death penalty and 

instructors who advocate gun control. 
Should those instructors be taken off staff 
because their ideas are different from others? 

Public universities are microcosms of 
the world at large, better in some ways. In 
the country we live in, our taxes go to sup
port programs and organizations with 
political interests and ideologies that we 
don't all agree with . Should the govern
ment allow all taxpayers to check off 
which program and services they want 
their money to go to? While a nice concept 
in theory, we ' re looking at a mess of red 
tape that would have the even the most 
dyed-in-the-wool bureaucrat fainting. We 
also run the risk of eliminati~g programs 
that may not be the most popular but serve 
an important function to many individuals. 

· The case will soon be in the hands of 
the Supreme Court. Let's hope they make 
a more educated decision than the Seventh 
Circuit did . 

We all know about the Ten Commandments provi
sion the U.S. House of Representatives passed .last 
week. And all of us intelligent types know the many 
arguments against it. 

They just don't happen to believe in a god. narrow, is one that makes atheists feel especially angry 
and alienated. 

The provision is dumb. That's settled. 
But I'd like to bring up a point that many have not. 

Everyone is mentioning the children of Jewish, Muslim, 
Buddhist or other faiths and how the provision could 
alienate them. 

But there's another - albeit small - group of stu
dents who will feel even more threatened if a list of the 
Ten Commandments is posted in schools. 

Atheists. People who don't believe in any sort of god. 
They're not mentioned for a few reasons. Primarily, 

it's because the United States is a Christian-dominated 
nation. It's also because, according to "The New York 
Times 1998 Almanac,'' atheists make up only 4 percent 
of the world's population - 222 million people. 

So most people, most Christians, either don't think 
about atheists or willfully don't consider them. 

I searched the online database Lexis-Nexis and only 
found two newspaper columnists who considered how 
the Ten Commandments provision would affect atheist 
kids. One was from the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel and 
the other was a column by Harvard law Professor Alan 
Dershowitz in The Lo$ Angeles Times. 

Most other newspapers, including The State News, 
neglected to talk about atheists when writing about the 
issue. 

This column isn't intended to be an atheist war cry or 
an outright condemnation of the United States' Christian 
dominance. I could do that, but.it's a losing battle. 

Early on, I knew I believed in a philosophy that wasn't 
very popular or even accepted as valid. Nobody can change 
the stranglehold Christians' have on American thought. 

But lwould like to take the chance to ask people to 

af leaSt consider the fact that atheists do exist. They are 
everywhere and they are just as moral as anyone else. 

It's hard to tell that atheists exist because of their 
almost total exclusion from politics and mainstream cul
ture. There probably isn't one athei$t who feels repre
sented in Washington, and I know I don't. I lost all my 
respect for the U.S. representative for our district, 
DemQCrat Debbie Stabenow, when she cowardly went 

along with the rest of the crowd in voting for the Ten 
Commandments provision. 

Ifs even harder when U.S. Rep. Bob Barr, R
Georgia, brilliantly S\lggests tbat school shootings 
wouldn't have happened if the Ten Commandments 
would have been posted in schools. This philosophy, 
that Cq,ristiariity will keep everyone on the straight and 

Because it just isn't true. Blind faith in a deity doesn't 
automatically instill values and goodness in a person. A 
belief in an orderly civilization does. 

I'd rather depend on myself for morality than on a 
god I've never seen. And to tell you the truth, I've done 
great so far. I'm not mean. I don't steal. I wouldn't 
dream of harming someone. 

And l can do all that without a god. 
But, if you want to believe in a god, fine. I really and 

truly don't care. I'll respect your belief as long as you 
respect mine. 

I realize that religious people and atheists are diamet
rically opposed, but it is possible for the two to coexist. 
One of the keys to that coexistence is the beautiful sep
aration of church and state. As long as that ideal is fol
lowed, I'll be happy for the most part. But certain pe?
ple can't seem to understand the importance of that sep
aration. Like the people who want prayer in school. 

Recently, Micah White, an atheist high school stu
dent in Grand Blanc, wrote a column in The New York 
Times. He wrote about a dub he and his atheist friends 
had founded and their hardships with the school. The 
school didn't want to allow them to have the club, and 
they have been harassed by other students. 

While I wasn't that active with my disbelief, I do 
appreciate his experience. I was called a devil worshiper 
a few times and was generally made to feel uncomfort
able. The flak I got wasn't too bad, but it did anger me. 

I hope Micah and his friends have good luck with 
their endeavor. And while it's a distant long shot, I hope 
the group he formed will increase atheist tolerance in his 
community. It's just as important as tolerating any other 
kind of minority. 

Craig Gaines is a student at Michigan State 
University. Reprinted with permission from UWire. 
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High court agrees to hear student fees case 
By Echo Gamel 
Northern Light Editor 

A case making its way to the U.S. Supreme Court 
could seriously impact the way student fees are allocated 
at public universities. 

The U.S. Supreme Court agreed in April to hear a case 
brought by three conservative Christian students at the 
University of Wisconsin at Madison who claim their First 
Amendment rights are being violated because their stu
dent fees are being used to support groups whose politi
cal and ideological views they oppose. Included among 
the 18 organizations the students opposed were the 
Campus Women's Center, Amnesty International and the 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual Campus Center. 

The U.S. Supreme Court isn't scheduled to hear the case 
until this fall, but universities are already growing anxious 
of the outcome. If the court rules in favor of the plaintiffs, 
the decision could have a far-reaching impact on student 
clubs, student government and student activity fees. 

In August of last year, the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Seventh Circuit ruled that the fee policy at the 
University of Wisconsin at Madison violated the students' 
right to free speech. 

Officials at the university argued that, because the fees 
are distributed by the student government to several differ
ent groups on campus, the students were not being required 
to support any single group. They also argued that these 
organizations contribute to the university's educational 
mission by allowing a forum for different viewpoints. 

The appeals court, however, ruled that support of pri
vate political or ideological organizations was not rele
vant to the education mission of the university. The 
three-judge panel said that, while the student groups 
mentioned in the case may offer some educational bene
fit to the university, those benefits are incidental since 
their primary goal is to promote their own political and 
ideological interests. 

In the text of their ruling, the panel also said that the 
students were not asking to restrict the speech of any stu
dent organization but that they "should not be forced to 
financially subsidize speech with which they disagree." 

Critics of the ruling fear it will mean denying money to 
those groups whose viewpoints are not popular and, there
fore, would limit the educational experience for students. 

"Universities should be the place people are exposed to 
new ideas, not made so comfortable that they insulate them
selves," said Jean Richardson, interim coordinator of the 

Coalition of Student Leaders. "When that happens, you've 
lost a big part of what it means to be at a university." 

There is also concern that allowing students to deter
mine which groups they want their money to support could 
be an administrative nightmare for universities. Most uni
versities would likely go to a system where students could 
check off the organizations they want their fees to go to, 
which would mean tens of thousands of variations. 

At the University of Alaska, money for student clubs 
and most student organizations is administered by student 
governme.nt. Richardson disagrees with the idea that the 
process isn't democratic because the members of student 
government are elected to decide how to distribute stu
dent fees. In effect, she said, all students have a say so in 
how funds are distributed. 

The Coalition of Student Leaders at UA was asked to 
help gather signatures in support of UWM to submit to 
the U.S. Supreme Court. Richardson said the last coali
tion meeting didn't have enough people for quorum, so no 
action was taken. The next meeting won't be until 
September, which may not be in time for the case hearing. 

Right now, she said, the coalition is making attempts 
to prepare for the impact on student clubs in case the 
court rules in . favor of the UWM students. 

E;qUiP.rn.ent stqlen fro,P c~·mp9..1s radio station 
. ·. \f: ~kt"'' ' ):ft!;, ,,. )} _,.,, ·< .,..... -- jf~~i@i ;~ 

By Ecb.o Gamel , that the computers were missing along with the other The investigating officer in the case, Jim Knudson, 
Northern Light Edita; equipment. said people walking around campus with el~c 

· "We 're crippled by the loss of the machines," Perrien equipment during the day.isn't unusual, but for. the rime-
The ~piversity Police Department ~~· .. currently inv~~ said. "There were a Jot f files on the station manager \ ··. frame in w~icb this theft occurred, it is. 

tigating the theft of aJlli'ost $8,000 )\'.pttb of equipnI:eiit 11 ~mpute~(which was th~ c;omputers stolen) thati?m DJs were on shift until l a:m. Tuesday morning. So far, 
from the campus radio ~ta:tion, KRUA. we need." · three employees have been interviewed. Knudson said he 

Stolen from the KRUA offices were two Micron Perrien said since keys are needed to get into the expects to continue interviewing other possible suspects. 
Pentium II computers, a Gateway computer. a Hewlett office area. those people who have keys to the office are Perrien sai'd he and his crew are preparing themselves 
Packard ;aser Jet printe~ and a Sony ¥~~ica digital cam· now bein~ questioned by UPD. . . 

7 
... for the possibility that they may have to replace the equip-

era. Al~~f taken were .~writable computer disks and .... a The office door was ,;locked the next ·morning wheni''Jment- something their budget can't afford at the moment. 
programmable electronic keypad. ·· " Short came in. Building K, where the KRUA offices are ' *'We're hopeful the equipment will turn back up, but 

The theft occurred between 7 p.m. last Monday night located, was also locked. we're realistic enough to know they may not for a 
and 7 a.m. Tuesday morning. Perrien said he doesn't know how someone managed while," Perrien said. 

Daniel Perrien, station manager for'KRUA, said he to make off with so many jtems without being detected Anyone who has information on the theft is asked to 
received.~~~ call on Tuesday morning by his person~~· bot said thestafffound a latge Gateway computer bo~ in ·~fac9ntact UPti' ft 786-1120:spPD is also encouraging all 
manager; Emily Short, 'asking him if he had taken the the station offices the day. after the theft that was not in departments io keep a record of the serial numbers of all 
computers for -repair. When he said no, she informed him tpere the day before. equipment in their office. 

UPass program cruises to a successful first year 
By Donovon Dildine 
Northern Light Reporter 

The votes are tallied, the results are in and it looks like 
the UPass Program is a success. 

The UPass Program is the contracted service between 
UAA and the People Mover bus system that allows all 
UAA students with a current ID to ride buses for free. 

The program was a response to student demand for a 
shuttle system to and from campus buildings and to help 
with the congested parking. Budget constraints made 
building a shuttle system from the ground up impossible 
- so, in stepped the municipality. 

The People Mover already had 13 stops from Lake 
Otis Parkway to Bragaw Road, scattered along 
Providence Drive with an ~verage wait of less than eight 
minutes between buses. 

People Mover submitted a proposal for UPass to the 
university, which accepted it as a pilot program at $53,500 

a year. The money came from the Parking Services budget. 
In the past, People Mover has tried to keep a tally on 

its student ridership through an annual March survey and 
fare box counts.The March 1995 survey showed only 144 
students using the bus stops in the UANProvidence area, 
while\ a special survey taken in November 1998, two 
months after the UPass program began, showed 217 stu
dents . By March 1999, the total was at 224. 

In August 1998, the bus fare boxes were 
reconfigured to count students separately. In 
past years, an average of 350 students bought 
the $60 semester bus pass. During the first 
semester of the program, the average board
ings around Anchorage per weekday reached 
693 . The average for the second semester was 
737 riders. 

for by Parking Services. 
According to Bob Hyde, associate vice chancellor for 

Facilities and Campus Services, the funds will not come 
from an increase in parking permit prices or ticket prices, 
as suggested when the program was first proposed. He 
said the funds that would normally be used to expand or 
construct new parking lots will pay for the cost 

e The success of the pilot program has con
vinced the university and Parking Services to 
continue it next year. The program will be paid 

. ~ 
The UPass pilot program has been a success at UAA. Cl. 
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News Briefs 
Negotiations set to begin between UA labor 
relations and A CCFT 

Bob Congdon, president of the Alaska Community 
Colleges' Federation of Teachers (ACCFT}, has been 
notified by Michael Hostina, director of labor relations 
for the University of Alaska, that the 1997-2000 collec
tive bargaining agreement, which expires on June 30, 
2000, will not be renewed. Negotiations for a new con
tract, scheduled to begin in September, are expected to be 
completed by Dec. 1, 1999. 

For the first time, constraints are being placed on man
agement to negotiate a contract with the University 
ACCFT faculty. The union and management agreed on 
specific contract language to narrowly define the negoti
ation period after previous negotiation sessions, which 
management has extended for up to three years, resulted 
in two strikes and several near strikes prior to reaching 
agreements. 

Under current contract, the ACCFT and management 
agree to request mediation if agreement is not reached by 
Dec. l. 

"This will speed up the process and ensure that class
es will continue uninterrupted," Congdon said. 

While specific issues to be negotiated have not been 
stated, Hostina has indicated that management desires 
changes in the current contract. ACCFT faculty are opti
mistic that negotiations will produce a contract that best 
serves the needs of faculty serving UA students. 

ACCFT was charted in 1973 and represents faculty 
members at each of the 14 campus locations in the UA 
system. 

-ACCFT 

UAA student one of six national scholarship 
recipients 

Gilbert Oriol, a student at UAA, has been awarded a 
$1,000 1999 Tuition Management Systems Scholarship to 
help pay for past, present or future education expenses. 
Gilbert was one of six national scholarship recipients 

selected from among 20,000 applicants. He was selected 
on the strength of a short essay he wrote noting how 
Tuition Management Systems interest-free monthly pay
ment option contributed positively to his experience at 
UAA. 

Tuition Management Systems annually helps more 
than 100,000 families afford education by providing edu
cation payment services through its more than 550 col
lege, university and independent school partners. 

- University Advancement 

Master of social work program granted at UAA 
Professor Beth Sirles, chairwoman of the UAA depart

ment of social work, has announced that the Council on 
Social Work Education has granted initial accreditation 
for the master of social work program (MSW), retroactive 
to all graduating classes from the program. 

The MSW program began in 1995 and has had three 
graduating classes since 1997. Initial accreditation is 
granted until 2003, which is a major milestone for the 
new MSW program. 

- University Advancement 

New interim director named for facilities 
projects services department 

Facilities and campus services has appointed Russ 
Shoeman as interim director of the facilities projects ser
vices department (formerly known as the facilities plan
ning and construction department). 

The facilities projects department is charged with the 
management of facility design, construction and renova
tion contracts for UAA and its five extended sites. It cur
rently has a staff of 11 technical personnel. The depart
ment has recently managed the design and construction of 
the new UAA residence halls and Commons, and it will 
provide the project management staff for the $40 million 
library expansion projects. 

Shoeman has been a contract manager in the office 

since 1994 and was the acting assistant director of pur
chasing from 1992 to 1994. Prior to his arrival at UAA, 
he was the engineering contracts officer for the city and 
borough of Juneau. 

Shoeman received his bachelor's degree in engineer
ing from UCLA and brings more than 35 years of public 
and private sector procurement experience to his position. 

- University Advancement 

USUAA Raffle Winners 
$100 Winners: Karon Burns, Vic Kohring, Jeff Farr 
$75 Winners: Ken Mitchell 
$50 Winners: Eugene Dixon, Craig Alston, Gail 

Holtzman, R. McEvoy, Rhonda Swett, Wendi Hiltwein, 
Katryn Winter, Vince Kowalski, Tom Ottley, Karen Sims, 
Rollin Vohmans, Dennis Mestas 

$20 Winers: Elsa Demeksa, Richard Judd, Jennifer 
Reeves, John Stote III, Jack Short, Dan Bair, Karen 
Dorondo, LaVonna·Berger, Tab Ballantine, Rich Curtner, 
Terry Beal, Ella Marie Nuss, Gail Holtzman, Laureen 
Schroff, S. Srivastava, Zlata Lokteva, Renee Kvasager, 
Gunnar Magnuson, Martha Nelson, Sharon Lillis, Tom 
Ottley, David Sanders, Scott Ward, Anne Thrall, Jill 
Janke, Jeannie.Phillips, Jim Reus, Wendi Hiltwein, Wes 
Sandel, Erica Cline, Cindy Marshall, Carl Bostek, 
Margaret Love, Janice Pearce, Craig Alston, Kellie 
Compelube, Mark Cummings, Scott Taylor, Charles 
Cransten, Kathy McCullough, Lauren Bruce, Paul 
Stockier, Karen Aaltonen, Mike Kelly, Rhonda Hunter, 
Nancy Sanders, Hal Salero, Megan Hall, Diane Toebe, 
Jeff Callahan, Michael Jennings, Mary Jane Fate, 
Roxanne Wilson, Pat Redmond, Christy Dixon, Lorraine 
Tucker, Bonnie Cummingham, Mark Hamilton, Linda 
Lazzell, William Pikus, Dawn Dupps, Chuck Curry, 
Bernie Midowilz, Rex Lamont Butler, John Salemi, 
George Dickison, Joe Miller, Dora Williams, Elka 
McCullough, Karen Dorondo. 

Got something to say? 
\AlLite a letter to the ffiitor. 

Drop letters off at Campus Center Room 215 
or 

e-ma.il to aylight@uaa.alaska.edu fax: (907) 786-1331 
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Campus Scanner 
The University Police Report for June 

18-23. The Campus Scanner does not 
represent all calls received by the 
University Police Department. 

June 18 
• 2:35 p.m. An individual called UPD to report the 

theft of food items from Room 315 of the Engineering 
Building. An officer is investigating. 

• 3:49 p.m. While patrolling the north parking lot, an 
officer was contacted by an individual who reported that 
his vehicle was hit. The incident occurred between 
11:45 a.m. and 3:45 p.m. Damage is estimated at $500. 

June 19 
• 1:12 a.m. While on patrol in the housing parking 

lot, an officer observed a vehicle pull into the lot and 
park; The officer knew the driving status of both indi
viduals in the vehicle and stopped the driver. He found 
that the driver was driving with a revoked driver's 

license. While investigating a traffic violation, the offi
cer also determined that the driver had been consuming 
alcohol while under the legal age but was not driving 
while intoxicated. The officer issued a minor consuming 
alcohol citation. 

• 2:03 a.m. While on patrol, an officer observed a 
male subject at the comer of Providence and UAA dri
ves who had wrecked his bicycle but was not injured. 
The subject was found to be intoxicated. The biker was 
taken by cab to a residence in Mountain View. 

• 8 p.m. An individual called to report a clogged toilet 
in the East Hall. Maintenance was advised and responded. 

June 21 
• 2:22 p.rn. An individual caIJed UPD and reported 

the theft of a pressure tank from the boiler room of the 
Business Education Building. An officer responded and 
is investigating. 

June 22 
• 12:44 p.m. An individual from KRUA called to 

report the theft of three computers sometime between 7 
a.m. and 7 p.m. An officer responded to investigate and 
spoke an individual who advised that the computers 
were the only items stolen, not the monitors. Estimated 
value is $6,000. 

• 12:59 p.m. An employee with the grounds depart
ment came into UPD to report that skateboarders .were 
damaging the concrete planters outside the Business 
Education Building. The skateboarders use them for 
ramps. It also appears they were waxing the planters to 
make them slicker. An officer is investigating. 

June23 
• l :30 a.m. UPD officers received a report from an 

individual about a person sleeping in Room 211 of the 
Business Education Building, Both officers responded 
but did not locate any person in that room. 

• 2: 15 p.m. An employee with grounds maintenance 
advised UPD of skateboarders ne;u the Business 
Education Building. An officer responded and told the 
skateboarders to leave campus. 

Uirus worms its way into computers 
By Donovon Dildine 
Northern Light Reporter 

If the Melissa virus that struck computers a few months ago can be compared to a 
common cold, then the new Worm.ExploreZip virus is the computer equivalent of the 
Ebola virus. 

Like the common cold, the Melissa virus was widespread, easily caught and not very 
harmful. 

The Worm.ExploreZip virus, on the other hand, hasn't hit many computers but can 
cause a great amount of data to be lost. 

Like the Melissa virus, the Worm.ExploreZip virus infects your system through an e
mail message and then sends an infected reply to all incoming messages. The original 
message looks like a reply from someone you might know and the body of the message 
reads, "I received your e-mail and I shall send you a reply ASAP. Till then take a look 
at the attached zipped docs." The attached file is called zipped_files.exe and is actually 
a type of virus called a Trojan. 

If the file is executed, it will go through your entire drive and delete all files with the 
file extension .doc, .xis, and .pp!, which comes from the programs Microsoft Word, 
Excel and PowerPoint. It also deletes source code files .c, .cpp, .h, and .asm. 

Another serious problem with this virus is after it's done trashing your drive, it will 
seek and destroy any drives that are shared with yours - with potentially devastating 
results for networks. 

The Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT) first received reports of the virus 
from five companies in Israel a couple of weeks ago. The number increased to 40 by the 
end of the week. Several large companies, such as Boeing, Microsoft and General 
Electric, were forced to shut down their e-mail servers after being infected in order to 
reduce the damage. , 

The UAA computing and technical services help desk heard about the virus early on 
and began to warn its users and direct them toward a Dr. Solomon's anti-virus patch 
specifically for this virus. They haven't had any reports of the virus infecting staff or stu
dents' computers. Unlike the Melissa virus, however, the university decided to not 
implement a mail tilter to block incoming e-mails with attachments. 

"Mail tilters might not be effective against the virus and could instead end up deleting 
attachments that people really need," said Raymond Marcil, a CTS help desk worker. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-------

A computer virus known as Worm.ExploreZip can devastate a sys
tem if the user opens it. 
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To prevent further damage from viruses, CTS is thinking about creating an anti-virus 
server that would be able to seek out updates to its virus database and then "push" them 
to workstation computers across campus. This would make the process completely auto
mated for the user and ensure that their virus program is up to date. 
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By Stephanie Tripp 
Northern Light Features Editor 

WHAT IS BREAST CANCER? 
Breast cancer develops when breast cells have one or 

more malignant tumors. Usually when breast cancer cells 
reach the auxiliary lymph nodes (important in fighting 
infection), there is a swelling of the nodes in the under
arm area. If the cancer cells have grown in the axillary 
lymph nodes, they have probably spread to other body 
organs. 

Benign, or noncancerous, breast lumps are usually 
caused by fibrocystic changes, and symptoms of breast 
cancer might arise. But benign breast tumors do not 
spread to other organs, so they are not life threatening. 

There are a dozen types of breast cancers. 
Almost 180,000 cases were diagnosed in 1998. 
Last year, about 44,000 women died from breast can

cer. Today, there are more than 2 million survivors. 

RISK FACTORS 
• The main risk factor of breast cancer is being a 

woman. White women are more likely to develop the dis
ease, while black women are more likely to die from it, 
though researchers do not know why. 

• Risk increases with age, especially for those going 
through menopause and even more so for those who go 
through it late (after 50). 

Do it yourself 
1,, ,.. Mo-. 
Raise one arm. 
With fingers flat, touch every part of 
each breast, gently feeling fcx a lump 
or thickening. Use your right hand 
to examine your left breast, your left 
hand for your right breast. 

&fore• .. in-or. With arms at 
your sides, then raised above your 
head, look carefully for changes in 
the size, shape, and contour of each 
breast. Look for puckering, dimpling, 
or changes in skin texture. 
Gently squeeze both nipples and look 
for diecbarge. 

L:yiq "°""'- Place a towel or pillow 
under your right shoulder and your 
right hand behind your head. Eumine 
your right breast with your left hand. 

Fingers flat, press gently in small 
circles, starting at the outermost top 
edge of your breast and spiraling in 
toward the nipple. Examine every 
part of the breast. Repeat with 
left breast. 

With your arm resting on a firm 
surface, use the same circular motion 
to examine the underarm area. Thie 
is breast tissue, too. 

.. 'l'hi. oelf-eum is not a 1ubatitute for periodic 
examinatiOIUI by a qualified pliyaician." 
C 1987 Albert Einstein Healthcare Networt, Philldelphia, PA 19141 

Printed exclusively under licerue 11reemenu by Pilerim· 78100 All Riahll RetelYl>d 

• 

• According to the National Institute, of Cancer 5 
percent to d percent of breast cancer cases are her;d
itary. There!~ an i.nc~ed risk if a mother, daughter 
or sister on either side ofyour family has had the dis
ease. 

! lf one br¢ast has. h.ad cancer, there is an increased risk 
o( the. other ibrettst getting it. There is also an increased 
risk if you have a personal history of endometrial or ovar
ian cancer. 

• Risk increases with chest exposure to radiation as a 
child and if menstruation began before the age of 12. 

• Some studies suggest that there is a risk related to 
oral contraci;;ptives. Women who do not have children or 
have children after 30 are at higher risk, along with those 
who do not breasr feed. 

• Alcohol use has been linked to breast cancer. 
• Being overweight is also a factor that can increase 

the risk of getting breast cancer. 
• Seventy percent of breast cancer cases have uniden

tjijable ~}{ ·factors, according to the American Cancer 
Society 

"% 

• The Breast Canc_et t'revetrtion Trial, which is an 
organization dedicated to 'breas.t e;ancer research. found 
that women at high risk are nt less 1ik61 +to 
develop the disease if they take e anti-estrogen drug 
tamoxifen. 

• Monounsaturated fats, such as oliv~ qjl, lPWer a 
woman's risk, while eating saturated fats raises the risk. 

•A preventative mastectomy is when the breast(s) are 
removed even though there is no cancer. This is used \,y 
women who have a very high risk of breast cancer bufft 
is only used in extreme cases. 

• Monthly self-exams are one of the best defenses from 
breast cancer. A yearly physical exam and a mammqgram 
every three years for those younger than 40 and once a 
year for those older than 40 are recommended. 

SEE YOUR DOCTOR IMMEDIATELY IF 
YOU HAVE ANY OF THESE SYMPTOMS: 

• Painless lumps in or near the breast. "' 
• Thickening, change in breast shape or size, or cbang<!i1 

in the nipple. 

Information on breast cancer can be obtaine 
www.mediconsult.com., www.cancer.org., and 
2345. 

The UM Student Health Center (78P. 
breast examinations. Planned Parent!W.'rttl 
also offers exams. 
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Te s t i c u 1 a r The most_ commo ···· 

cancer 
By Stephanie Tripp 
Northern Light Features Editor 

WHAT IS TESTICULAR CANCER? 
Testicular cancer develops in the testicles of young boys and men. Of the 

many testicle cells, any one or more can develop cancer. Ninety percent of can
cers develop from the "germ cells," or sperm cells. 

The American Cancer Society predicts that by the end of this year there will 
have been more than 7 ,400 cases diagnosed and more than 300 men will die 
from testicular cancer. Other cancers, such as those of the kidney, lung and skin 
can spread to the testicles. 

In the past 40 years, the cancer risk for white males has doubled while stay
ing the same for other race~. Scientists do nPt know wby. Men in the Unjted 
States have the highestrisk. while men in Africa anoAsia have the lowest 
reported ri~k factors. 

RISK FACT()RS 
•Men between the ages of 15 alld 40 have a higher risk of testicular cancer. 

Scientists say b be dtt¢to the very active testosterone hormone that is flowing 
fnpst durin.gttiese ag~. 

•Fourteen petf1ent of men with testicular cancer have a history of a condi
tj.gq called ctytorchidism, an undescended testicle, while 25 percent of cases 
.bayenor~Y descended testicles, according to the National Institute of 
cancer. ,. 

•If a1brother, uncle or father has had any type of testicular cancer, there is a 
J:ligb.evrisk. 

~ 
ffi 

•A bist?ry of a _y~y, h.n.·y •.. ing HlV or ha.viJl$ had cancer of another testi
tle are an factors that raise theJ,'lsk. 

• Men who work with ce~n cl:lemi~I$ or und¢r extreme t®:\peratures may 
also have an increased ris~ oftestieular cancer. btit''!be American Cancer 
Society has not identifieq any specifics. 

LOWERING YOUR RISK 
Fortunately, testicular cancer is highly treatable and usually curable: 
• Testicular self.-e~ams should be ~iven once an month in conjunction with 

periodical physical exams given by a physician. 
•The sooner the diagnosis, the more effective treatment will be. 

See your doctor immediately if you have any of these symptoms: 
• If you see or feel any change in size, shape or consistency. 
• If you notice lumps or nodules. 
• If YQl4 feel a dull aching in the stomach or groin and a heavy sensat)on in 

the testicles or groin, 

Iriformati(m on t~.yticular (:ancer can be obtained through 
ww1V.tttf/ilicon.rttlt.¢<>1V•.t w~¢~ncer.org. and (800) ACS-2345. 

The 'c!lA Student .Health Center (786-4040) offers examinations. Planned 
ParenthooC:f.(S62~2999J also offers ~xams. 

Testicular 
Self-Exam (TSE) 

A simple 3 minute aelf-examinatlon, once 1 montti, can detect one 
of ttie canc91'1 most common among men aged 15-34. If detected 
Cll(iy, teetlcul1r cancer 11 one of the rnOlt euily cured. 

. m 
. ir ba le , \; reast cancer into an enterprise 

SUI'Vj,ying breast cancer then, involves not only ag UJe disease, but also con-

The beat tlme to check youraett la In the ahower or after a warm 
bath. Fln1t9ra glide over aoapy IKln making It ealier to concentrate 
on the l9"'1fe underneath. The heat cau- the skin to relax, making 
ttie exam eaeler. 

1. Start by examining your tasllcies. Slowly ~· 
The front porch of Iy'f<>Uf$ has•(he ho 

- the lazily dancing wind ch~ and piM tlow 
and manicures await. But as a boutiq®fi · 
ing aftereffects of mastectomies, this smal sine$$ 
self-esteem in ways a shade of nail polish never could, 

Kellie O'Steen, co-owner of the Broad Street shop+once w in the medical-
supply field that offered prosthetic pieces for survivots;ofbr ·· er. Dissatisfied 
with the limited selection and small fitting rooms. provided f(lt these survivors, 
O'Steen and co-owner Diane Cooper decided to takeaheir bus~$$ ~perience else-
where. : , ,,, 

The result? A store Wit& two fitters, ~le waiting area§, bathing smts, ati 
array of prosthetic piece&to match even the most activeJifest.yle $nd literature about 
breast cancer support ~s. 

Although there are i'nastootonty Sb<>pS ijrCary and Rhleigh, not to .mention meet .. 
ical supply stores near,the Metticaf Center, O' Steen said the t 7-month-o.ld Personally 
Yours is the only place in Durham that gives such petsonaliz.ed P.Jtention. 

"Some women come in here and they'll get really emotional~ t:ry - you're a 
part of that," O'Steen said. 

Dr. Kelly Marcom, an associate in the Division of Medical Oncology, stressed that 
whenever possible, doctors avoid doing mastectomies; .J'#(Jr wo~ Who (need) them, 
however, he said, "It's certainly a much more difficult t!Ung to adjust to psychologically." 

' . qnering the self-esteem problems that come with a 
"Certainly when a woman does lose her breast, . ...,..,Jfs part of your 

body that you valued," said Rachel Schan berg, who~ ajfl.ed~r of the Duke 
Cancer Patients Support Program. 

"There's adjustment to intimacy and sexuality iss·~~@. yoµh.~eautiful and 
attractive and sexy? All these issues are there," she sm. . t• . 0\ 

Although some women opt to have reconstructive &utg1M')'. either with breast 
implants or the insertion of a muscle flap from the a ·. atea ,ln,t6 the chest, 
Marcom said many others do not do so for personal rea fcf:1flo.S'e\.vomen, 
there are many ways to regain a sense of beauty and body image. 

Betty a:~hauer, a frequent customer at Personally Y~, attempted. to d<>jµst 
that{QU.9~µig her mastectomy nine years ago. '{ 

"l foqnd that I started to take better care of my skin, m~p anil''ha.ir, and dQ 
things to give myself a boost," she said. 

Schan berg, one of four Medical Center counselors available for reast ¢anq~r $UC;; 

vivors, said there are many programs that help boost the self-esteem of1hll survi~<>rs 
- both those who have and have not had mastectomies. 

A breast cancer support group at the Medical Center enables women to~is.cuss 
common issues and concerns. 

"One of the things that's very outstanding is that the women seem to be very sup~ 

Examination graphics courtesy of the Albert Einstein Qeahht:Me Nawork. Self-exam is not 
a substitute for a physician's exam 

portive of each other, more so than other groups I have been (involved in)," 
Schanberg said. 

Breast cancer patients treated at the Medical Center also receive support from 
Richard Schoonover, a Duke graduate and owner of a wig business in Florida 
called Alan Thomas Designs. Schoonover initially became connected-to the hos
pital when his father was diagnosed with cancer. In the process, he began to sell 
wigs to Medical Center patients and to give them free to those who could not 
afford to buy them. His business has been linked to the Medical Center ever 
since. 

"These .women are grasping at things to make them feel normal," he said. "All of 
a sudden there's a profit (for me) of happiness and of helping people." 

Two hairdressers come to the Medical Center two times a month to hjll> 
patients style their wigs, while the American Cancer Society's nati~nal )i,OOk 
Good, Feel Better program provides free makeovers and makeup to patientS once 

a l.'n<mth. 
,4.ftb0µgh it has been some time since her bout with breast cancer~ Hi.rscham::.r $aid. 

"No rnatterM)Z'. many years go by, it's a very sensitive subject. (But) I really feel like 
my whole experience was miraculous." 

Meredith Young wrifes.f()r The Chronicle at Duke tJniversity. Reprinted with pe -
missk>n from Uwire. 

? 

roll the testicle betwMll the thumb and ~ ; 
ftnge111, applying alight J>f918Ure. Try to ., .... _ _,, 
find hard, palnlen lumps. 

,--.. , 
\ ' 2. Now examine your epldidymia. Thia 
) comma-shaped cord la behind each 

teetlcle. It may be 19nder to the touch. 
lh also Iha location of the molt non
cenC«OU• pro~ma. 

~ 
Now repeat the exam on the other aide. ~ 

3. Continue by examining the YU (the 
sperm-carrying tuba that runs up from 
your epldidymla). The vaa normally feels 
llke a ftnn, movable smoott1 tube. 

What are the symptoms? 
In early stages leatieular cancer may be aymptomleaa. When 

aymptoma do occur they Include: 
• Lump on the testicle 
• Slight enlargement of one of the testes 
• Heavy aenaation In teatlclea Of groin 
• Dull ache In lower abdomen or groin 

if you find any hard lumps or nodules, see your doctor 
promptly. Only your doctor can make a dlagnosia. 

Epididym''-""'"-+Hlo I 

Testicle·--t-~~ 
Scrocum1--t--'°I:....."" 

Ptnla 

"This self-exam is not a substitute for periodic examinations 
by a qualified physician." 

"Bay Paclftc Health Plan. 1988" 
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Light • n1ng connection striking 
By Ned Rozzel 
Special to The Northern light 

Lightning, long thought to have a fondness for high ground, may instead have a thing 
for the boreal forest. At least that's what University of Alaska researchers who track 
lightning strikes are finding . 

Because lightning is responsible for most of the acreage burned in Alaska every year, 
Bureau of Land Management technicians installed lightning sensors at Unalakleet, Bethel, 
Galena, McGrath, Bettles, Ft. Yukon, Fairbanks and Tanacross. Most of the sensors are in 
the Interior because that's where the vast majority of lightening strikes happen. 

Dorte Dissing and her academic adviser Dave Yerby la, both of the UAF department 
of forest sciences, use Bureau of Land Management sensors to track lightning strikes. 
While working on her doctorate, Dissing and Verbyla noticed that dots on a map repre
senting lightning strikes neatly covered the range of boreal forest in Alaska. Boreal 
Forrest consists of spruce, birch, aspen, willow and other trees. 

The area in Alaska covered by boreal forest - the Interior, Yukon Flats, the Copper 
River Basin and the Susitna river - received more lightning strikes than did higher 
ground covered with tundra and shrubs. Lightning may favor the boreal forest because 
the forest absorbs less heat (and gives off more heat) than tundra or shrubs. This warmth 
can produce unstable air masses that help the growth of cumulonimbus clouds, the thun
derheads that produce lightning and are known for their characteristic anvil shape. 

A stroke of lightning is actually a series of steps too quick for the human eye to sep-

arate. Once charges build within a cloud, electrons jump from the cloud in an invisible 
line. As the electrical charge continues on a crooked path toward the ground, a visible 
current of positive charge starts upward, usually from a tree, building or some other tall 
object. When the electrical path is complete, electrons flow to the ground. If our brains 
processed information fast enough to break down all the events that happen in one ten
thousandth of a second, we could see lightning strikes upward, rather than downward. 

In studying lightning strikes from 1986 to 1997, the UAF researchers found that 
lightning touches down most frequently in the Yukon-Tanana uplands and flats , the 
Nowitna, Tetlin and Kantishna River flats, and the Ray Mountains. The lightning champ 
for the state during those years was the White Mountains north of Fairbanks, which 
received 23 percent of strikes recorded in the state per year. The Kuskokwim Mountains 
north of the Alaskan Range came in second. They were hit by lO percent of lightning 
strikes recorded statewide. 

The Bureau'_s sensors have located an average of more than 26,000 cloud-to-ground 
lightning strikes per year. Dissing and Verbyla also found that lightning strikes most fre
quently in the Interior between 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. during late June and early July. Severe 
storms in Alaska usually feature from 2,000 to about 5,000 lightning strikes, most of 
them in the boreal forest. The boreal forest might be taking more lighting strikes because 
it is producing heat, or it might just be a coincidence. Either way, Dissing wants to fig
ure out the relationship between boreal forests and lightning. 

"I think the connection is so striking that I want to pick at it, to see what the link is," 
Dissing said. 

GET HEALTH CARE 
TRAINING-PLUS A BONUS 

OF PRIDE. 

The full-time pride you '11 feel as an American for your part
time service in the Army Reserve is a sound reason for joining. 

Another is the excellent experience you11 acquire in today's 
latest techniques in health care applications. 

You'll also be well paid for part-time service- usually for one 
weekend a month plus two weeks' Annual Training. 

And for college students, money from the Montgomery GI 
Bill added to 1;>ay earned during a standard enlistment could 
provide over $25,000 for education. · 

If you see your future in health care, look into the Army 
Reserve. 

Think about it. Then think about us. Then call: 

(907) 349-6500 (907) 384-6303 

llALL lOU CAM BC 

ARMY RESERVE 
www.goarmy.com 



Peppers unhurried groove • 1n an 

Artist: Red Hot Chili Peppers 
Album: Californication 

It's taken eight long years, but the Red Hot Chili Peppers have 
finally released a follow-up to 1991 's smash album 
BloodSugarSexMagik. Oh wait, some things did happen in the 
meantime. Guitarist John Frusciante quit, to be replaced by a string 
of unsuccessful guitarists, most notably Dave Navarro, with whom 
they toured and recorded 1995's Jane's Addiction-esque One Hot 
Minute. The band has repeatedly broken up and reformed, and per
sonal problems abounded. 

Yet apparently none of that matters now. Frusciante has rejoined 
the band, and they're as funky, mischievous and aroused as usual. 

Californication returns to the jambalaya of funk, rock and rap 
with a touch of introspection that Magik solidified. 

II DDY 

Sure, Anthony Kiedis' songwriting has continued to mature, follow
ing the success of "Under The Bridge" and One Hot Minute's unsung 
highlight "Transcending." Several songs on this album, notably 
"Otherside" and "Savior," deal with mortality, love and friendship, and 
Kiedis continues to throw more melody into his vocals. 

Yet a good part of Californication consists of songs that could 
have been lifted from l 986's Uplift Mofo Party Plan without show
ing a stitch. Songs such as "Get On Top" and "Purple Stain" are 
filled with embarrassingly immature lyrics that would make Trey 
Parker and Matt Stone cringe: "Come with me 'cause I'm an 
asskiller I You're ill but I'm iller"? And Kiedis was never the 
world's greatest rapper, but "Around the World" gives fuel to the 
argument against white hip-hop. 

Kiedis and the Peppers seem torn between wanting to party all 
the time and sitting in a corner and pontificating, unsure whether to 
use the pen or the well, anyway. 

They work best when they ride an unhurried groove, as in the hit 
single "Scar Tissue.".Frusciante's vocal and guitar harmonies com
plement Kiedis with a rich lethargy, creating the perfect summer 
song. And bassist Flea and drummer Chad Smith don't skimp for a 
minute on the funky backbeats. 

The title track indicates that some of Navarro's love of spiraling 
epics must have rubbed off a bit, but otherwise this is the core 
RHCP: expertly played funk-rock that shows stretch marks from its 
growing pains. The Chili Peppers are getting closer to making that 
complete, cohesive album they have in them somewhere. But right 
now they're like Peter Pan fighting with Captain Hook, and the 
clock is ticking away. 

Josh Chesler writes for the Daily Trojan at the University of 
Southern California. Reprinted with permission from UWire. 
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l<RUA 1op 10 
1. Limp Bizkit "Nookie" 

2. Afghan .Whigs "66" 

3. Black Rob "You Don't 
Know Me" 

4. Dovetail Joint "Level On 
the Inside" 

5. Geggy Tab "Sweat" 
.: ·¥$'"' 

6. l..en .. Steal My Sunshine" 

7. Lauren Hill "Everything Is 
Everythlf!g" 

8. Far "Monkey's Gone t-0 
Heaven" 

9. Damien Jurado "'l)'agedy" 

10. Roman Candle "Red Eyes 
Fly Away From Here•) 

Cuteness outweighs humor for· Sandler 
After the huge success of "The Waterboy," all eyes are on Adam Sandler to 

see if his new movie, "Big Daddy," can match the previous film's success. 
While "Big Daddy" is not as strong or as funny as "The Waterboy," it should 
appeal to Sandler's audience. This is a bit of a stretch for Sandler, though: For 
once, he doesn't play an idiot driven to succeed. Instead, he plays Sonny 
Koufax, a bright law school graduate who has absolutely no ambition to enter 
the real world. 

Meanwhile, everyone around him starts assuming responsibility. Koufax's 
roommate Kevin (Jon Stewart) proposes to his girlfriend (Leslie Mann), while 
Koufax's girlfriend Vanessa (Kristy Swanson) wants him to show more respon
sibility. Koufax decides to do this by adopting a 5-year-old boy named Julian, 
played by twins Cole and Dylan Sprouse. But Vanessa leaves, and Koufax is 
stuck raising the kid until another foster home can be found for him. This sets 
up the usual Sandler jokes. Koufax teaches Julian to throw sticks in 
rollerbladers' paths to trip them and uses Julian to pick up girls, with many 
hilarious results. This attempt finally works on Layla (Joey Lauren Adams), 
and she becomes Koufax's love interest. 

While some of the jokes are funny, a lot of the comedy is stretched so far 
that it gets old. The most overdone of these jokes are aimed at two of Kou fax's 
best friends, who are gay lovers (though the movie does not condone gay-bash
ing). 

The movie tries to make Sandler's character look sweet, as in "The Wedding 

Singer," so we eventually have bonding 
moments between Julian and Koufax, 
and the movie leads to a big emotional 
ending with a long speech from Koufax. 

Sandler does pull off his character as 
a caring father convincingly. While he 
can be charming, it's just not as effective 
as in "The Wedding Singer." 

What makes "Big Daddy" disappoint
ing compared to Sandler's earlier hits is 
that it's not as energetic as "The Waterboy" 
and other films. The film has some good 
jokes, and all the actors, especially the 
Sprouse twins, are funny in the movie. But 
the comic energy is not carried out 
through the entire film, and cuteness is 
mistakenly emphasized over humor. 

Troy Raney writes for the Daily 
Trojan at the University of Southern 
California. Reprinted with permission 
from UWire. 
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Box Seat----
If you want to learn how to 

make pottery using a potters wheel, 
a class has been scheduled July 7 
through Aug. 10. Form, utility, and 
hand-built spouts and handles are a 
few of the areas to be covered in 
the class. 

There is a $100 lab fee to cover 
clay and glazes and the class is 
three credit hours. The class will 
meet Monday through Thursday, 
4:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. in the Arts 
Building ceramic studio. 

This upper-division class 
requires registration permission. To 
register, call Pamela Pemberton at 
786-1736, Steven Godfrey at 786-
6902/6917 or the art department at 
786-1783. 

·-

FOR SALE 

1998 Ford Fl504WD, XL 
TRIM, Chrome Grill, 
Chrome Bumpers, 21,000 
Miles, 4.6 Engine, 40/60 Seat 
Call 345-9411 or 440-1625 
$18,500.00 

't- VOLUNTEER WORK 

·-

-

The Red Hot Organization, 
the world's leading AIDS
fighting organization in the 
entertainment industry, is 
looking for college represen
tatives for the summer semes
ter and beyond. Fight AIDS 
through popular culture, 
while gaining experience in 
the music business and volun
teering your time for . charity. 
For more information, e-mail 
reps@redhot.org, or visit "Get 
Involved" at www.redhot.org. 
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Events for the week of June 29-July 13, 1999 
Tuesday, June 29 
• Poetry Writers' Group, 7 p.m., 

Borders Books and Music. For more 
information, caU 344-4099 

• UAA Boob'tore closed 
• Gurudeva, 7 p.m., Borders Books 

and Music. For more information, call 
344-4099 

Wednesday, June 30 
~ Chess Club, 5-10 p.m., Borders 

Books and Music. For more information, 
call 344-4099 

• UAA Bookstore closed 
• N 

Friday, July 2 
• New student infonnation sessions: 

Housing tour, 2:30 p.m., Commons; 
Gampus Tour, 3.,. p.m., ,Administration 
Building, Room 176; Information Session, 
4 p.m., Administration Building, Room 
J29. For more information, call 786-1219 

• Jazz with Ann Mottola and Kris 
Sabo, 7-9 ,p.m., Q Cafe, free admission. 
For more information, call 563-5634 ' 

Sunday, July 4 
~ Independence Day 

Monday, July S 
• UAA holiday- no classes 

Tuesday, July 6 
• Poetry Writers' Group, 7 p.m., 

Bordl!rs Books and Music. For more 
information, call 344-4099 

• UAA holiday-no classes 
Wednesday, July 7 
• Instruction begins, '2nd five~week 

session 
•Late registration, 2nd five-week ses

sion 
•Add/drop fee begins 

" • Chess Club, 5-10 p.m., Borders 
Books and Music. For more information,, 
call 344-4099 

• "Form and Utility" pottery class 
begins, 4:30 p.m., Arts Building, ceram
ic studio. For more information, call 

. 786-1783/1736 

Thursday, July 8 
" • Reading Group, 7 p.m., Borders 

Books and Music. For tnore information, 
call 344-4099 

• Bear ,PawFestival, Eagle River 
• Ultimate Watercolor Academy Art 

show, gallery opening, 4-6 p.m.,Campus 
Center Gallery. For more information, 
call 786~1219 

Friday, July 9 
•Bear Paw Festival, Eagle River 
•John Hartford, 8 p.m.~AlaskaCenter 

for the Performing Arts, Discovery 
Theater. For more information, call 263-
2787 

•Meg Monster Trucks, 8 p.m., Alaska 

State Fairgrounds, Palmer 
Saturday, July 10 
• Meg Monster Trucks, 8 p.m., Alaska 

State Fairgrounds, Palmer 
· • Bear Paw .f:?estival, Eagle Ri~er 

Sunday, July 11 
• Meg Monster Trucks; 2 p.m., Alaska 

State· Fairgrounds, Palme~ 
• Bear Paw Festival, Eagle River 
• Journalism Camp 

Monday, July 12 
• Journalism <:;amp 
•Withdrawal deadline 
• Ice cream social, noon-2:30 p.m., 

Business Education Building 
• Add/drop deadline 
• Credit/noncredit deadline 

·•Audit-to-credit deadline 

Tuesday, July 13 
• Poetry Writers' Group, 7 p.m., 

Borders Books and Music. For more 
information, call 344-4099 

• Journalism Camp 
• lee cream social, noon-2:30 p.m., 

College of Arts and Sciences building 

Ongoing 
• Ultimate Watercolor Art Academy 

show, Campus Center Gallery, July 8-
July 22 

Have -fun this Swmner 
Read out to Big Lake! 

892-BEER 

"Travel a Real Alaskan Road" 
for Food, Drinks and Fun 

Located at the North end of Big Lake 
Turn right where the pavement ends 



14 June 29-July 12, 1999 Sports J ~ I. I 

Alaska athletes rnake way to Olympics 
By Patrick J. Paul 
Northern Light Sports Editor 

The World Winter Special Olympics may be a couple years away from coming to 
Alaska, but last Tftursday night, the Olympic spirit was in full effect. 

On June 24 at Anchorage's Elevation 92, a banquet was held for the Alaska Summer 
Special Olympics Team, which was on its way to the Summer Games in North Carolina. 

The restaurant was filled with enthusiastic athletes and their proud coaches. There 
were numerous shouts of encouragement for athletes appearing in a promotional video 
playing on a TV. 

"I have been involved in Special Olympics since 1987, and it has earned a special 
place in my life and I have become part of a family," said Joyce Gregory, a bowling 
coach from Kodiak. "Just watching the expression of joy when winning and the support 
even when not winning has brought me close to tears many times." 

The Alaska Special Olympics Committee raises money to sponsor the athletes. Each 
local area holds events and the participants are chosen to attend the worldwide Olympic 
event. 

"My responsibility is to raise money statewide to fund the statewide events," said Jon 
Balamaci, executive director for the Alaska Special Olympics. "I have been a volunteer 
since I 919 and want to show people that, through sports training, anyone can excel in 
any community." 

The state competition is geared toward sending contestants to the winter and summer 
events. There are four statewide events, including equestrian and bowling competitions. 

"I just like competing and traveling with the coach," said athlete Paul Gorman . "And 
I get to travel with my whole team." 

The 2001 winter event will bring more than 2,000 athletes and spectators to 
Anchorage. In addition to the benefit to the athletes and coaches, local businesses and 
organizations will benefit as well. 

"When the World Winter Special Olympics comes to Anchorage in 2001, it will help 
UAA bond with the community and promote a better relationship between the school 
and the city," said Timothy Dillon, vice chancellor for University Advancement at UAA. 

Alaska Sen. Ted Stevens is a big supporter of the event and his son, Ben Stevens, is 
spearheading the $10 million event. 

"The athletes and spectators all benefit from this event by just being able to share 
with one another," said director Scott Miller. "Just seeing the smiles on their faces lights 
the whole place up." 

Lucy Odden, who is on the Alaska board of directors, is working to develop the 
Global Messenger Program to talk with the public about the Anchorage area Special 
Olympics program . 

. "I am going to write a report at this event to bring back to better promote Special 
Olympics," Odden said. "Just like I did when I was an athlete from Connecticut, I think 
it will help Alaska and Anchorage get the athletes together with coaches." 

Title Nine may Oe fair, but it's not right 
Just My Opinion 
By Patrick J. Paul, Sports Editor 

Not to be accused of beating a dead horse, but how much can it feel anyway? 
In a semester-ending survey, it was determined that reading about sports is boring. 

Well, here's a topper: College summer sports are equal to betting on whether the UAA 
grounds crew will get all the flowers in before it's time to put them away. Summer sports 
are so dry that even the controversial topics just don't seem to raise an eyebrow, let alone 
a foul odor. 

The UAA men's swim team got the shaft and no longer exists, but UAA now has 
women's cross-country running team. All 
because of an evil demon named Title Nine. 

What is Title Nine? Very good question. 
Ask any sports official and the answer will 
be that it's some federal law that requires 
any funded organization to have gender 
equality or lose that funding. 

The exact verbiage states: "No person in 
the United States shall, on the ground of 
race, color, sex, or national origin, be 
excluded from participation in, be denied 
the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimi
nation under any program or activity 
receiving federal financial assistance." · 

One could ask, why eliminate a winter 
sport and add a summer sport that no one 
likes to watch? You could almost make a 
case in the elimination of the swim pro
gram, which never drew much of an audi
ence. But in the time of budget crunches, 
why add a sport that is run outside and 

draws absolutely no revenue? 
The logic is that running events don't 

cost very much, but add the cost for a spe
cial track, called a spring track, and see the 
costs raise rapidly. Why not replace it with 
an event that's currently in the news and 
benefit from that free publicity, such as 

's hockey? Team USA just won 

Women's World Cup. 
Granted, neither one of these sports are cheap, but there is the potential to generate 

revenue that may aid in their development. Also, there is a lot of local talent available. 
The Service girl's soccer team set numerous records in an unprecedented winning 
streak, and the UAA women's hockey club ran rough-shod through the Anchorage city 
league. 

You have to empathize with the out-of-work swim team members who are in the 
process of removing the number nine from their numerical system, but don't you wish 
the program could have been replaced by one more viable? 

By the way, it's 5 to l in favor of winter beating the grounds crew. 

women · ? Th 
Olympic gold. Or women's soccer. e The UAA men's swimming team has fallen victim to Title Nine requirements. 
USA women are marching to capture a 
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