
























































Table 10. Exchange Visit Activity Schedule by School

Please tell me about the activities the teacher
School City/Community and students did while visiting in
rural/urban Alaska.

William Miller Memorial School | Napakiak See attached Schedule

Floyd Dryden Middle School Juneau Not provided

Kotlik School Kotlik Exchange Cancelled by Sister School Staff
Pacific Northern Academy Anchorage Exchange Cancelled by Sister School Staff
Chevak School Chevak See attached schedule

Central Middle School Anchorage Not provided

Alak School Wainwright See attached schedule

Wasilla Middle School Wasilla See attached schedule

Buckland School Buckland See attached schedule

Mirror Lake Middle School Chugiak Not provided

Juneau-Douglas High School Juneau See attached schedule

Russian Mission School Russian Mission | See attached schedule

King Career Center Anchorage See attached schedule

Barrow High School Barrow See attached schedule

Mid-Valley High School Wasilla Not provided

Point Hope School Point Hope See attached schedule

Recommendations for Future Exchange Visits

Urban Student Exchange

Maintain communications between urban and rural teachers. This probably seems
obvious but is no less critical. Better communication between the teachers from the Sister
Schools before the exchange enabled them to share information and suggestions for
activities. Working with the rural teachers on a list of possible activities for visiting urban
teachers and students helped ensure that activities would be planned well in advance of
the exchange

Rural Student Exchange

Maintain the current schedule of classes and field trips. Splitting the day between
classes in the morning and field trips in the afternoon continues to work well for the rural
students.

POST-EXCHANGE ACTIVITIES

Student Activities

Non-Participants: Not every student in a class can participate in the exchange. However,
students who are not yet selected for the visit—but are in the same classes as those who
are selected—may also benefit from the Sister-School Exchange experience. All students
in the class are exposed to the program curriculum and talk with the students who were
able to visit rural communities.

Participants: Those who did make the visits developed and gave presentations based on

their visits in their home communities. In many cases, these students also gave these
presentations to students who did not participant in the exchange visit.
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Recommendations for Follow-up Activities

Give more thought, attention, and time to post-visit activities and develop a protocol for
debriefing the experience. This was a recommendation from last year. Program staff
implemented a requirement that each student participating in the exchange develop a
presentation that is given to the students who did not go on the exchange. Of the post-
presentations that were heard by the Sister School staff, the staff said only a handful
reflect on their experiences, connect those experiences with prior knowledge and
understanding, and consciously recognize what they have learned.

Last year we suggested that the program engage the participating teachers during the
planning in designing activities to help students process what they have learned. The
curriculum identifies common themes or ideas (i.e. health, education, governance/
sovereignty, and subsistence) that are to be included in the presentations of the
participating students. These themes need to be reiterated with the students across their
experience. That is, the themes should be introduced and discussed in depth during the
curriculum; activities during the visit should be organized and identified as addressing
one of the themes; and students should identify one or more of the themes as the focus of
their presentations.

The follow-up activities that are planned for students are absolutely critical to the
success of this program. Consequently, the program is hiring Babiche Cultural Exchange
to conduct site visits to each school to work with the teachers and students on lesson six
which emphasizes how to prepare to collect information for the presentation, including
taking pictures, shooting video, and conducting interviews. Although students may
change their focus later, they should identify one of the themes on which they will
concentrate during their visit. For example, a student might choose subsistence.
Subsequently, during the visit, s/he could take photographs, shoot videos, conduct
informal interviews, and gather information on this theme. Back at the home school, the
student could then assemble a presentation on the theme s/he chose. Thus, the theme
could serve to stitch together the experience for the student—and for others who would
be her/his audience.

Because we know that learning is mediated by the social environment of the learner,
we would also encourage teachers to bring together participants to reflect, collectively,
on their experience. Either the AHF staff or the Babiche team may want to develop a
protocol teachers could use to debrief participants and help them reflect on their
experiences. Although more elaborate presentations of the type students have made as
part of the Rural-Urban Student Exchange are a good model, many teachers cannot afford
the time such projects entail. Hence, a less time-intensive approach may work best.
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