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We would love to share your news! Contact Tina Booth at 228-4555 or kmwoolley@alaska.edu  

 

MARITIME TRAINING CENTER 

The third phase of renovation is complete, and 

progress is being made in putting everything 

back in its new place.  The large maritime 

bridge simulator (pictured) is located in its own 

room adjacent to the six smaller simulators. 

Lighting is adjustable to simulate navigating at 

night along with other scenarios. Waters from 

Puget Sound to the Anchorage basin, including 

all of Southeast Alaska, can be simulated. 

Vessels ranging in size from fast rescue boats to 

cruise ships and even tankers are options for bridge simulation.    

 

Southeast Conference will be held in Ketchikan this year, on September 12th-14th. Conference 

attendees will be taking an evening tour of the UAS Maritime Training Center on September 12 

and join University of Alaska Leadership in celebrating the completion of renovations and official 

name change.  

 

WELCOMES & FAREWELLS 

We reluctantly bid a most fond adieu to the talented Marianne Ledford, as she moves on to the 

drier high desert pastures of Idaho. Marianne has done an outstanding job over the last ten years in 

creating all our marketing materials (including your favorite Cup O’ News), picking out cool swag, 

organizing events, writing press releases, planning parties, graduation and generally volunteering 

to help with whatever else the campus needed. We wish her well in her new endeavors. 

 

Please welcome Tina Booth, who has just joined the campus as the new Marketing Specialist. In 

addition to working 30 hours a week for UASK, Tina is finishing her degree in Graphic Design and 

Marketing. She is taking over all things Marianne so you will be seeing and hearing much more 

from her as she takes over the marketing reins. She will be working Mon-Fri from 8:30-2:30.  Her 

office is located in the Ziegler Building, room 116D. 
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FACULTY & STAFF DAY  

Riddle me this:  

Russia, string math, and microscopic worms are topics I speak 

True passions lie deep, and people may freak  

If they knew that bananas might be the missing link 

 

Yes, that’s right, on August 16, we learned that humans share 

60% of the DNA in bananas plus a whole lot of other 

interesting facts from the UASK Arts & Science faculty.  Each 

faculty member took a few minutes to share their 

backgrounds, their research and their passions in what they teach and research.  John Radzilowski 

and Ali Ziegler each led a panel of faculty and asked, “What are you passionate about?”  The 

answers varied (of course) as much as our faculty members.  The panels were so interesting that we 

here at Cup O’ News have decided to create a new monthly feature, “Meet Professor…”   Each 

month, a different faculty member will be profiled. Check out our first featured professor below. 

 

MEET PROFESSOR…STEPHEN FLORIAN! 

Steve is the newest addition to the UAS Ketchikan Faculty. Originally from 

Nebraska, Steve and his family lived in Los Angeles for nearly 20 years 

before accepting the position of Assistant Professor of Writing and 

Communication here at UAS Ketchikan. He is a teacher, but also a student, 

having recently completed course work for his Ph.D. in Composition and 

Applied Linguistics. He will soon start writing his dissertation. Steve’s motto 

is “it’s too soon to panic,” which he hopes to remember when he has his first 

bear encounter! Some interesting things about Steve that his fellow faculty 

members and students might be surprised to learn are that he used to be an actor, he doesn’t like 

mangos, one of the most popular fruits in the world, and hates it when people leave the security 

window stickers on their new cars. He looks forward to learning more about UAS Ketchikan’s 

unique culture, getting to know and learning new things from his students, and helping them 

achieve their goals.  

 

OF NOTE 

UAS Connect (uasconnect.uas.alaska.edu) was unveiled at the Faculty & Staff Development Day in 

August as well. Bill Urquhart has been spearheading the effort to create this new website.  UAS 

Connect is an interactive online community for UAS students, faculty and staff.  It has many 

different features including discussion boards, groups, events, blogs, photos, and videos. Check it 

out, post something and share with others.  

 

Kate Govaars & Louis Scott traveled to Hoonah last month to meet with current and potential 

students as part of the Finish College Alaska program.   

 

Larry O’Loane presented an overview of the UAS Maritime Training Center and the maritime 

programs Ketchikan offers to the UA Foundation Board of Directors in August in Juneau.  The UA 

Foundation Board is made up of business and community leaders from across the state.    

https://uasconnect.uas.alaska.edu/


 

FUN FACT 

As of this semester, the Student Government Sharon Christa McAuliffe scholarship has awarded 

$25,000 to UAS Ketchikan students since it began in 1994.  One Ketchikan student receives $500 

from the McAuliffe scholarship each and every semester.  

  

ACTIVITIES & EVENTS  

Sept 3 Labor Day (campus closed) 

Sept 5 3:00pm Welcome Back Feast at the Student Center 

Sept 19 Ask UAS: “Play – It’s Not Just for Kids! The Power of Play & Improvisation in 

Daily Life,” Presented by Clare Bennet 

6:30pm UAS Ketchikan Campus Library 

Ask UAS events are free and open to the public 

Sept 20 5:00pm Welcome Back Feast at the UAS Maritime Training Center  

 
 

 

  

Just a reminder to take a moment and check the ergonomics of your 

workstation! 

TECH TIP OF THE MONTH 

 


