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ASK UAS: WHALE ENCOUNTERS IN SOUTHEAST ALASKA BY 

GARY FREITAG 
Forty community members and students 

came out to hear Gary Freitag's Ask UAS 

presentation, "Whale Encounters in 

Southeast Alaska," in the Campus Library. 

Gary has spent decades studying Alaska's 

oceans and its inhabitants. He is a University 

of Alaska Fairbanks Professor of 

Oceanography within the College of 

Fisheries and Ocean Sciences’ Alaska Sea 

Grant Marine Advisory Program. He also 

taught Oceanography for UAS Ketchikan for 

over 30 years. 

Gary is a member of the Alaska Marine 

Mammal Stranding Network and is one of a 

handful of individuals in Southeast Alaska 

qualified to assist with whale 

disentanglements and other marine mammals 

in distress. He shared stories of 

disentanglements and educated the audience 

about regulations regarding collecting whale 

bones or other parts of marine mammals.  

Alaskan author, Dan O'Neill is our next Ask 

UAS speaker. He will be talking about 

"Writing about Alaska as an Alaskan" on 

April 4th at 6:30 pm. Hope to see you there! 
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We would love to share your news! Contact Tina Booth at 228-4555 or kmwoolley@alaska.edu 

 



KETCHIKAN INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDENT SYMPOSIUM  

A wide variety of topics were covered on March 30th 

during the first Ketchikan Interdisciplinary Student 

Symposium.  Nine past and present UAS students 

presented their research in the social and biological 

sciences. Several students flew into Ketchikan for the 

event and one student in Washington State participated via 

Blackboard Collaborate.  Each student gave a 10-15 

minute presentation on the research they conducted.  The 

symposium wrapped up with a short research film by 

Bachelor of Arts, Social Science student Luke Holton. 

  

 

 

MEET PROFESSOR… ALI ZIEGLER! 
Assistant Professor of Psychology Ali Ziegler 

has been teaching at UAS Ketchikan for 

nearly five years. Ali is originally from 

Michigan and came to Ketchikan to teach for 

UAS. She studied at University of Michigan 

where she received her Bachelors in 

Psychology with a minor in Women’s 

Studies, Masters in Psychology, and 

Doctorate in Psychology and Women’s 

Studies. Ali’s favorite parts of teaching are 

interacting with students, the “ah-ha!” 

moment when they understand the material, 

and getting to teach non-traditional students 

because they can bring more diverse life experiences to the classroom discussion. When Ali isn’t 

teaching she enjoys hiking, running, fishing, and reading. Some surprising facts about Ali are that she 

has participated in the Deer Mountain Challenge and the Klondike Road relay, Ketchikan is the longest 

place she’s lived outside of Michigan, and she has two rescue dogs. 



OF NOTE 

In March, Priscilla Schulte and Brandon Chapman attended and presented at the Society for Applied 

Anthropology annual meeting in Portland, OR. Priscilla, along with UAS Associate Professor of 

Anthropology Dan Monteith and Adjunct Anthropology Instructor Forrest Haven each presented their 

research paper during a panel discussion titled: “Sensing Food Logics: Educating, Regulating, and 

Researching Traditional Foods in Alaska.”   

Brandon presented his paper titled “Cultural Models of Support for and Acceptance of Putin in Russia” 

at a panel on cultural models and networks.  

Brandon also attended the Lilly Conference on Teaching for Active and Engaged Learning in Anaheim, 

CA in March. The conference focused on designing interactive lessons for both local and online courses. 

The Ketchikan Campus participated in the annual 

Ketchikan Job Fair hosted by the Alaska 

Department of Labor and Workforce 

Development in March. Advisors Gail Klein and 

Kate Govaars (pictured) as well as faculty Ken 

Horn (pictured) and Stephen Florian took time to 

answer questions from participants about 

upcoming classes and all the programs we offer.  

 

 

 

 
 

ACTIVITIES & EVENTS 
April 5 5:00pm Chamber After Hours at the Maritime Training 

Center 

April 24-26 All day UAS Accreditation visit by NWCCU team  

May 4 2:00pm UAS Ketchikan 2019 Commencement 

 



KIDS TO COLLEGE 
On March 12th and 13th UAS Ketchikan hosted 

approximately 80 5th and 6th grade students as part 

of the national Kids2College program.  The 

program strives to bring early college awareness 

and create a college-going culture in the 

communities it serves.  North Point Higgins 

and Houghtaling students studied basic college 

concepts, education and career options in their 

classrooms followed by a campus visit.  While on 

campus, students spoke with Kayhi students to 

learn first-hand how to make the most out of their education during middle and high school. They 

listened to advisors, professors and professionals speak about educational opportunities and specific 

career paths and they played a rousing game of Who Wants to Be a Millionaire chalked full of college 

and career facts.  Teachers from both schools expressed their gratitude for being able to bring their 

students to campus and shared their belief that this program helps kids see college as possible for them. 

 

TECH TIP OF THE MONTH: SPRING CLEAN YOUR TECH! 
If it’s been a while since you’ve cleaned out your computer, tablet, and/or 

phone, here are some tips on how to kick off spring cleaning by cleaning up 

your tech!  

1. Be aware of how you're spending your time. The average 

person in the U.S. checks their phone about 50 times a day. Using apps that 

track phone usage could help. 

2. Clean out your files. Go through your computer, tablets and cell phones and either 

transfer files to cloud storage or an external hard drive or delete them. Then delete apps you 

don’t use. 

3. Physically clean your devices. Once you've digitally cleaned your devices, you 

should physically clean them too. Compressed air is a good way to clear debris that accumulates 

over time. Nontoxic screen cleaner and microfiber cloths help devices look new again. 

4. Clean your social media accounts.  Clean up your accounts by unfollowing people 

you never interact with or who post things that just get you riled up. Delete social media 

accounts you never use. 

5. Try a digital detox. The idea here is to try doing something a few hours a week without 

your phone. 

 


