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How much does Alaska spend on 
K-12 education?
In 2019, ISER analyzed Alaska’s per-pupil spending compared to that of other U.S. 
states, using 2017 figures. In this update, we use the same methods to contextualize 
Alaska’s 2019 spending.

Alaska still ranks 6th highest in nominal per-pupil spending among states. However, 
the 2019 figures show that per-pupil spending in raw dollars was 39% higher than the 
U.S. average, compared to 46% higher in 2017. After adjusting for Alaska’s higher living 
costs, and accounting for differing per-pupil spending costs across the state, the figures 
show that Alaska’s 2019 per student spending was only 93% of the national average, 
compared to 98% in 2017 (see table below). 

These figures show that while Alaska increased spending on K-12 education between 
2017 and 2019, other states increased their investments even more.
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* Within Alaska, costs differ significantly between communities, so the first step of our analysis adjusts Alaska’s education spending using the School Foundation 
Formula to calculate an Anchorage-adjusted average per-pupil spending. Anchorage’s cost of living is higher than most other communities in the US, so we also 
apply the most widely used cost of living index (COLI), published by the Council for Community and Economic Research (C2ER), formerly American Council for 
Community and Economic Research (ACCRA), to our statewide calculations.

Alaska’s 2017 and 2019 per-pupil spending, adjusted to 
state and national indices

*
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