WE NEED YOUR INVOLVEMENT IN PLANNING FOR OUR SCHOOLS

COMMUNITY QUESTIONNAIRE .// ;{

The purpose of this form is to give you the opportunity to express your opinions on the subject of education in the
Fairbanks North Star Borough School District. Community input will be compiled into a survey which will ba
administered by the Community Survey Team. The results of the surve\} will be presented to the School Board to rmake
theimn more aware of, and responsive to the needs and desires of the community.

Please complete this form and either return it to school with your child
by November 22 or drop it in any pick-up box displayed in various super-
markets and alls throughout town by November 25, 1978.

If you wish to discuss this further or have any questions please feel free to contact any of the members of the Survey
T=zm. You il find the names and teiephone numkbars on the back of this form.

Areas which you may wish to consider might include: Curriculum, Administration, Teachers, Students, Facilities
Health/Welfare, Budgets, or Adult Education. Do ngt fzel limited to these subizcts,

.

WE WANT TO KNOW YOUR SPEC/A/_ CONCERNS -

What do you currently sse as strengths of the school ¢

FINAL REPORT

i
What do you see as * Crob NI Y © SIURIVIEYE SINE S 0 S
- FAIRBANKS, ALASKA
June 1979
List new programs you woulld like té see and/or prese, you would like to see expanded.

WE NEED YOUR HELP IN SETTING PROGRAM PRIORITIES AND DISTRICT GOALS

Please use the reverse side for any comments you would like to make. Use additional sheets if you like.

o B o /

7 R e ens @ IMOSEYN



June 19, 1979

Last Fall a group of parents and interested Fairbanks
residents were elected to a committee called the "Community
Survey Team", or "CST" for short. The charter of the CST was
to, "design a survey tool and with that tool gather data from
the community about the schools, their curriculam, and
related programs. They need to gather this information in the
most objective and expeditious manner possible. Data must be
gathered by means of an acceptable random sampling method
chosen by the Team."

We recognized that there were two phases to our work:
first, find out qualitatively what was on the collective mind
of the community regarding our schools; second, quantitatively
measure opinion on the major issues called from the first
phase. For phase one we prepared and distributed to the public
an open-ended guestionnaire. Over 2,500 responses were
received and are currently on file at the District central
office. To assimilate this enormous amount of data, we chartered
a "delimiting subcommittee” whose task it was to take each
questionnaire, read it, mull its contents, and categorize its
main themes. This data delimiting was extremely tedious as no
predefined categories existed -- the taxonomy had to be induct-
ively derived as the questionnaires were reviewed.

An overwhelming majority of the questionnaires had been
returned by community members with children currently enrolled
in school. This fact coupled with the complexity, great cost,
and perhaps impossibility of scientifically surveying the entire
community, we elected to randomly sample the parents of school
age children on a school by school basis. Realizing the
importance of our efforts to Fairbanks' education, we sought
professional help in writing, administering, and interpreting
the survey. With funding provided by the School Board, we
obtained the services of Dr. Jack Kruse of the University of
Alaska's Institute for Social and Economic Research (ISER). A
CST subcommittee worked with Jack to draft a survey tool. It
was administered to several test groups to calibrate the
questions. ) :

We randomly selected 3,500 borough school children and
sent the survey to one of their parents. Parents were asked
to answer the gquestions with only the selected child in mind.
In the smaller schools every child was selected; as a school
got larger, a smaller percentage (down to 20%) of the children
were selected. (N.B., our final district-wide results were
weighted to ensure that each school was fairly represented.)




The survey had two closely related versions: one for
elementary and one for secondary students. Each one contained
the following topics: educational preferences, individual
subject satisfaction and importance, assessment of the special
education programs, hot lunch preferences and many other topics.
In addition, the survey results provided information on the
respondents future moving plans. A sixty percent response rate
was achieved after two follow-ups. The analysis has been
tabulated on an overall elementary and secondary school level
basis, as well as on a school by school basis.

In accordance with ISER policy, the survey forms and
original computer data tape will reside in the ISER secure
storage area as defined in their retention schedule. The
"qualitative" questionnaire forms and non-identifiable comments
from the "quantitative" survey forms are being given to the
District central office so that they can peruse them for ideas,
attitudes, and problems.

With the presentation of the data we have gathered, we feel
we have discharged our duty. We sincerely hope that the work
we have done over the past nine months comes to life in the
actions and programs of our school district. Should any question
arise about how or why or what we have done, please feel free to
contact us for clarification. It has been our pleasure
serving the Fairbanks community.

Community Survey Team 1978 - 1979

Tom Hassler (Chairman) Ann Haltenberger
Jack Caldwell (Leadership Team) Susan Johns

John Patterson (Leadership Team) Glenn Gibson

Al Allen Peggy Leroux

Ken Barr Lloyd Navarro
Ruthann Berrian Mardee Roth

Ruth Burnett Marv Shannon

Ed Cridge ' Patsy Underwood
Gail England ‘ Fred Walton

Dan Gorman Sally Wells

Dolores Dineen (Facilitator)

TJH:jh



DISTRICT-WIDE  ELEMENTARY VERSICON

Attitudes Toward the Overall Education Program

The first question was

Al. How we come to our first question. Which Zo you prefer for four chf1d,
a NEIGHBORHCOD school like you nave now cr a 3ASIC SKILLS aiternative

school? N
1. MNEIGHBORKHOOQO 2. BASIC SKiILLS 8. ooN'T
SCHOOL ALTERNATIVE STHUCL KinOW

then we added an COPEN CLASSROCM ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL as another choice.
Finally we added a school specializing in the ARTS and one specializing
in the SCIENCES., The results are shown in Table A,

A, Preference

PREFERENCE

COMBINATION OF Neighborhood gﬁ;ingtuls g?sgrrﬂzir:‘e Alc;;;iive Alsggr?:::?ve Don't

PROGRAM OFFERINGS _School School School School School Know (N)
Neighborhood or Basic ' - 4

Skills Alternative 70 28 - - = 2 =100% (1234)
Neighborhood, Basic '
- Skills or Open Clsrm 57 22 19 - - 2 =100 . (1229)
Neighborhood, Basic

Skills, Open Clsrm,

Arts or Sciences 55 20 13 4 5 3 =100% (1207)

To find out how tolerant the parents were to each type of program
offered we asked

A4, 1If your school remained a HEIGHBORHOOD scheol, would you rather keap
your child in the same school or have him or her bussad an extra
15 minutes to a school offering the program you orefer?

1. STAY [N 2, BE BUSSED Td41 8. o't
SAME SCHOOL ANOTHER SCHQEEJ KNOW

This question was then asked about each type of Alternative School
with the results shown in Table B.

B. Tolerance of Other Programs

If the school your child is attending was designated as one of the above,
would you rather keep you child in the same school or have him or her bussed
an extra 15 m1nutes to a school offering the program you prefer?

. DESIGHATED SCHOOL PRJGRAM
Basic Skills  Open Clsrm Arts . Sciences
' Neighborhood Alternative Alternative Alternative Alternative

PARENT CHOICE School School School School School
Stay in same school 72 63 43 32 39
Bus to ancther school 25 31 50 59 : 49
Don't know 3 6 -7 -9 12
, 100 100 100 100 100

(N) (1238) (1235) (1234) (1230) (1234)




Table C is a cambination of Tables A and B

*

C. Preference Compared to Tolerance
Percent of parents with given preference who would keep their child in the
same school, assuming different program designations.
" PREFERENCE
Basic Skills Open Clsmm Arts . Sciences
PROGRAM Neighborhood ATternative Alternative Alternative Alternative Don't.
DESIGNATION School School School School School Know
Neighborhood 45 42 53 41 75
Basic Skills 59 46 57 61 60
Open Clsmm 38 21 58 52 41
Arts 33 . 15 31 38 27
Sciences 41 25 30 48 24
(N) ‘ (666) (230) (155) (50) (72) (34)
For example:

Of those parents who prefer a Basic Skills Alternative School, us%o
would keep their child in a Neighborhood School rather than bus

them an additional 15 minutes to a Basic Skills Scheol,

If their

Neighborhood School became an Arts Alternative School \57c would
keep their child there rather than bus them to the school of their

choice.

Our last question regarding curriculum preference was

A9. Finally, suppose your child’'s school combined a NEIGHBQRHOQO schoo!l

approach with another scnool program. Some
as ALTERMATIVE classrooms. Which type of al
you prefer to nave in your school?

classrooms would ce run
ternative classroom would

. BASIC SKILL [2. DPEN 3. ARTS j
CLASSROOM CLASSROOM ! CLASSROOM

and the results are on Table D. .

D. Prefekence for Alternative Classrcoms

PREFERENCE
Basic Skills Open Clsrm Arts Science
Alternative Alternative Alternative Alternative Don't 5
School School School School Kriow (1)
56 23 7 11 3 =100% (1188)




II. Current and Preferred Subject Emphasis
CURRENT "~ " "PREFERRED
[}
= 4
1
2 2
2 SUBJECT
1 Other 3 4 |
Ba§1c Academic Physical Arts '
Skills  Subjects  Education Instruction AN
Current Percentage 43 23 15 17 (945)
Preferred Percentage 45 24 15 16 = 100% (1154)
Desired Change +2 +1 _— -1
III. Assessment of the Educational Program

A. Overall Assessment

Very good

Good

Both good and bad
Bad '

Very Bad

)

31
46
22

1

ToO0%
(1226)
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B.. Detailed Evaluations (ranked from most to least satisfied for elementary '

schools as a whole)

) ] X SATISFACTION . )
9
SUBJECT OR ACTIVITY () | MEAN | sacssried Irorovenent St ottered ok
Kindergarten (1997) | 4 7
Reading ? (1198) | 4 4 ’?g zg 2 2 2?
Spelling, Grammar {1190} ! 4.4 58 24 4 2 2
Swimming | (1177) | 4.4 57 17 4 16 6
Social Studies (1175) { 4.4 . 56 20 3 7 14
Health Education (1177) | 4.3 58 29 3 4 13
Physical Education (1183) | 4.3 66 24 4 1 5
Math (1196) | 4.3 70 23 5 1 1
Music (1179) | 4.3 64 19 5 3 9
Pre-Kindergarten Ed (1045) | 4.2 13 3 2 36 46
Handwriting (1197) | 4.2 62 29 6 1 2
Art (1181) | 4.1 56 22 7 4 11
Science (1173) { 4.1 48 25 4 8 15
"1Outdoor Education (1156) | 4.0 30 15 5 24 26
Bilingual Education (1121) | 3 7 8 4 3 51 34
Foreign Languaye (1142) | 3.5 5 3 3 75 14
C. Detailed Assessment of Importance (ranked from most to least important
for 2lementary schools as a whole) "
DPORTANCE )
S 4 3 2 1
Extremely Very Scrmewhat Not Verv Yot at all
SUBJECT OR ACTIVITY (N) MEAN Impprtant Imrortant Important Important Important
Reading (1200)} 4.9 | ~ o2 7 1 _— —
Math (1194)] 4.8 83 16 1 _— _—
Spelling, Grammar (1195)} 4.8 79 20 1 _— _
Kindergarten (1049} 4.3 56 27 10 2 5
Handwriting (1195)| 4.1 35 42 29 1 -
Science (1159} 4,1 32 43 23 2 _—
Health (1163}} 4.0 31 a4 22 3 —
Physical Education(1175)} 4.0 28 45 - 23 4 —
Social Studies (1170)1 3,9 26 45 27 2 —
Swimming (1168){ 3.5 17 33 39 9 2
Music (1166){ 3.4 9 32 48 10 1
Art (1171)} 3.3 8 31 47 13 1
Qutdoor Education (1112)] 3.3 10 29 44 14 3
Pre-Kindergarten Ed(985)] -3.2 22 19 29 16 14
Foreign Language (1094)| 2 7 4 13 40 33 10
Bilingual Educatiofl003){ 2 5 6 10 33 28 23




D. Ranking of Subjects and Activities from Least Sat1sf1ed and Most Important
to Most Satisfied and Least Important

et

INDEX B
SUBJECT OR ACTIVITY VALUE {(N)
Least Satisfied/Most Important
Math 3.3 (1152)
Spelling 3.3 (1126)
Reading 3.3 (1157)
Science 3.2 ( 887)
Handwriting 3.2 (1145)
Health 3.1 ( 937)
Social Studies 3.1 ( 917)
Physical Education 3.1 (1094)
Kindergarten 3.1 ( 702)
Foreign Language 3.0 ( 119)
Qutdoor Education 3.0 ( 586)
Bilingual Education 3.0 ( 144)
Pre-Kindergarten Ed. 3.0 ( 187)
Art 2.8 { 995)
Swimming 2.8 ( 899)
Music 2.7 (1008)

Most Satisfied/Least Important

Note: The index has been constructed by combining measures of dissatisfaction
and importance for a given subject or activity, '

N equals the number of responses used to get each index value.

If a

respondant answered ''mot offered" or 'don't know" for a particular
subject, their response was not included in the computation of the index

value for that subject,




IV,

Special Education

A. Familiarity with Special Education Program

Does pareht know an exceptional child?

Yes 72
Not sure 9
No J9
100%
) ’ (1242)

Does child have a friend who 15 an exceptional child?

Yes 52
Not sure 30
No 18

T00%

() (1234)
iIs child now in a special education program? -

Yes 27
Not sure 5
No )

100%

(N) (1223)
How child is exceptional
Mentally retarded 1
Learning disability or in remedial program 27
Emotionally disturbed -
Orthopedical or physical handicap 1
Communicative disability 13
Visual impairment 1
Health impairment
Hearing impairment 1
Deaf . -
Gifted : 43
Unsure , _ 5
Language problem 1
Other _7
100%

(N) (355)




B.

Assessments of the Specia1 Education Program

Parents w/Child Pparents w/Child

in Gifted in Other Other Al
Talente? Now "Spec Ed Now  Parents Parents
Exceptional children are being placed
in regular classrooms
Too early 4% 3% 3% 3%
At the right time 37 32 18 22
Not soon enough 7 8 6 7
Don't know 52 57 73 68
100% 100% 100% . 100%
Perception of how well exceptional
children get along w/other children
Very well 28% 23% 8% 13%
Pretty well 34 25 26 27
Some problems 17 29 24 24
Many problems 4 -2 2 2
Don't know 7 2l 40 34
100% 100% . 100%  100%
Perception of how good a job special
education teachers are doing
Very good 32% 36% 13% 19%
Good 33 34 23 26
Both good and bad 21 19 11 13
Bad - 2 1 1 1
Very bad 1 1 0 1
Don't know A 9 52 40
100% 100% 100% 100%
Perception of how good a job regular
classroom teachers are doing to meet
the needs of exceptional children
Very good 14% 15% % 9%
Good 37 35 19 23
Both good and bad 31 31 20 23
Very bad 1 1 ] 1
Don't know 15 14 o1 41
100% 100% 100%  100%
Perception of how well school is
meeting the needs of exceptional
children .
Very yood 24% 25% 10% 14%
Good 41 35 22 26
Both good and bad 22 25 16 18
Bad 2 1 2 2
Very bad 1 1 1 1
Don't know 0 A3 49 39
100% 100% 100% »100%
(N) 1(148) (207) (830) (1235)




Selected Issues

A. Evaluafion of How Well School, Teachers and Administrators are Com-
municating with Parents

Very Both Good Very

(N)  Good Good and Bad Bad Bad
Child's teachers (1235) 47 34 14 4 1 = 100%
School's principal (1205) 32 41 19 6 2 = 100%
District's central office (1132) 9 29 38 17 7 = 100%
School Board (1142) 8 27 37 17 11 = 100%

B. Perception of Equity in School Budget Allocation: child's school versus
other schools

More than a fair share 1
Fair share - 26
Less than a fair share 12
Don't know _ _61
100%

mwy ‘ - (1234)

C. Assessment of Adequacy of Informat1on Given to Parents about how School
Budget is Allocated

Adequate 12
Inadequate 88
, 100%
(N) - . (1228)

D. Assessment of Importance of School Boundary Issue

Extremely important 20
Very important , 26
Moderately important 25
Not very important 8
Not at all important 2
Don't- know 19

100%

(N) (1226)
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E. Hot Lunch Preferences
No Tunch served 17
Traditicnal het lunch 33
Limited hot lunch T 48
Don't know -, _2:

100%

(M) , (1232)

F. Evaluation of Teachers and Principals

Should parents be asked to take part in the evaluation of teachers?

Yes 54
Not sure 24
No 22
100%
) (1244)
Should students be asked to take part in the evaluation of teachers?
Yes : 38
Not sure 21
No a
100%
(N) (1248)

Should parents be-asked to take part in the evaluation of school principals?

Yes 51
Not sure 26
No 2
100%
(N) (1247)

G. Testing Policy

Should teachers be responsible for passing child to next grade or should
testing be used, or both?

Teachers only 8 .
Testing only 3
Both teachers & testing 88
Don't know 1
100%

() (1244)




~10~

H. Grade Grouping Preference
K-6 K-5 K-5
7-8 7-9 6-8 K-6 Don't
9-12 10-12 . 9-12 7-12 Know
32 40 15 . 3 10 < 100%
() - (1196)

I. Satisfaction with Current Attendance Policy in the School District

Yes 47
No 19
Don't know what policy is 34
100%

(M) ' : (1235)

J.. Assessment of Importance of Tenure Issue

Extremely important 14
Very important 24
Moderately important 18

‘| Not very important : 3
Not at all important - 2
Don't know A 39
100%

(N) B (1197)




VI.

-11-

Background Information

A. Moving Plans (N)
Plans to Move within Fairbanks Area

Within the next 6 months 6
. Within the next 2 years 5

Sometime in the future 10

No plans to move 79
, , ~TO0% (1198)
Area Planning to Move to

Richardson o 3
- Steese 4

Chena Hot Springs Road 5

Nenana Hwy 2

Goldstream : ‘ 1

Chena Ridge 5

Farmers Loop 7

University area 19

Rural-general 8

Urban-general 13

North Pole : 11

Same drea : 1

College | 1

Unsure _10 .

' 100% (210)

Plans- to Move from Fairbanks Area

Within the next 6 months 9
Within the next 2 years 12
Sometime in the future 20

No plans to move _99
100%

(1222)




ELEMENTARY SCHOOL VERSION WINTER 1979

COMMUNITY FAIRBANKS A SURVEY OF PARENTS
SURVEY SCHOOL AND OTHER INTERESTED
TEAM DISTRICT FATRBANKS RESIDENTS

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING QUESTIONNAIRE

Think of your child when you are completing this
questionnaire.

For each question, please mark a large "X" over the box that contains the
answer that best fits your opinion. Please only mark one box for each
question unless you make a mistake.

FOR EXAMPLE:

In what grade is your child?

1 B 8 N B @ 0

If you made a mistake and your child is in the 5th grade this year,
please put an "X" over 5 and put an arrow from 4 to 5.

1 om @ X K B o

I(office use only)

1. Int, No. _
2. Deck No. 01

3. Date
4, Type




SECTION A
SCHOOL CURRICULUM

Please read this before answering any questions.

This first section of the questionnaire is about what happens during your
child's school day, including activities after class. The school day is
divided into meeting educational needs and other needs.

EDUCATIONAL NEEDS include:

Examples

e BASIC SKILLS (reading, math, composition)

@ OTHER ACADEMIC SUBJECTS (science, social studies)

e PHYSICAL EDUCATION (tumbling, running)

@ ARTS INSTRUCTION (music, crafts, drama, drawing)
OTHER NEEDS include:

© SPECIAL ACTIVITIES (band, basketball)

e SPECIAL EVENTS (assemblies, fairs)

e SPECIAL EDUCATION (reading help, speech)

e HEALTH AND SAFETY (swimming, fire prevention)

Right now, your school is trying to meet all these needs. It is being asked
to meet other needs as well. Some -people think that important needs are not
being met as well as they should be. Other people think that some needs are
not being met at all. Still dthers think that each school should keep trying
to meet many different needs, so there can be a wide mix of student interests
and opportunities.

One choice, then, is to keep trying to meet as many educational needs and
other needs as possible in each school. Under this choice it will not be
possible to meet all educational and other needs as well as we might 1ike
to. Yet, children from the same area would attend one school, with bussing
kept at a minimum, We'll call schools using this approach NEIGHBORHOOD
SCHOOLS.




Another choice is to have some schools in the district try to concentrate

on meeting a smaller number of educational needs. FEvery school would still
include a core program in the basic skills, but some schools would offer a
special educational program. These schools are often called ALTERNATIVE SCHOOLS.

Some parents support the idea of a BASIC SKILLS or 3 Rs alternative school.
This type of alternative school would spend more time than other schools on
direct instruction in reading, composition, and math. Students would be
taught mostl, as a group. Teachers would be responsible for making sure
that each student learned the required subject material. Discipline is

also important to many parents who favor this approach.

Al. Now we come to our first question. Which do you prefer for your child,
a NEIGHBORHOOD school 1ike you have now or a BASIC SKILLS alternative

school?
1. NEIGHBORHOOD 2. BASIC SKILLS 8, DON'T
SCHOOL ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL KNOW

Some parents would Tike to see another type of alternative school. They
prefer a school which lets each student learn at a speed that matches the
student's ability. Many parents who favor this approach like the idea of
keeping the school day unstructured so that a student can choose what he
or she wants to study. Teachers spend more time on individual instruction
and less time on group instruction. Classrooms using this approach are
often called OPEN CLASSROOMS.

A2. Which do you prefer for your child?

1. NEIGHBORHOOD 2. BASIC SKILLS 3. OPEN CLASSROOM™' [g. DON'T
SCHOOL ALTERNATIVE ALTERNATIVE KNOW
SCHOOL SCHOOL

Another possible type of alternative school would have more classes in the
ARTS. An alternative school concentrating on the SCIENCES is also possible.

A3, Which do you prefer for your child?

1. NEIGHBORHOOU 2. BASIC SKILLS 3. OPEN CLASSROOM
SCHOOL ALTERNATIVE ALTERNATIVE
SCHOOL SCHOOL
4. ARTS ALTERNATIVE 5. SCIENCES 8. DON'T
SCHOOL ALTERNATIVE KNOW
SCHOOL




A4,

A5,

Ab.

A7.

A8.

A9.

If your school remained a NEIGHBORHOOD school, would you rather keep
your child in the same school or have him or her bussed an extra
15 minutes to a school offering the program you prefer?

1. STAY IN
SAME SCHOOL

2.

BE BUSSED T0
ANOTHER SCHOOL

8,

DON'T
KNOW

Which would you choose if your school became a BASIC SKILLS alternative

school.,

Would you rather keep your child in the same school or have him

or her bussed an extra 15 minutes to a school offering the program you

prefer?

1. STAY IN

SAME SCHOOL

Which would you choose if your school became an OPEN CLASSROOM alternative
Would you rather keep your child in the same school or have

school?

2.

BE BUSSED TO

ANOTHER SCHOO;\

8.

DON'T
KNOW

him or her bussed an extra 15 minutes to a school offering the program

you prefer?

1. STAY IN

SAME SCHOOL

2. BE BUSSED TO

ANOTHER SCHOO;\

8.

DON'T
KNOW

Which would you choose if your school became an ARTS alternative

school?

Wauld you rather keep your child in the same school or have

him or her bussed an extra 15 minutes to a school offering the program

you prefer?

1. STAY IN
SAME SCHOOL

2. BE BUSSED T0

ANOTHER SCHOOL

8&

DON'T
KNOW

Which would you choose if your school became a SCIENCE alternative

school?

Would you rather keep your child in the same school or have him

or her bussed an extra 15 minutes to a school offering the program you

prefer?

1. STAY IN

SAME SCHOOL

2.

BE BUSSED TO
ANOTHER SCHOOL

8@

DON'T
KNOW

Finally, suppose your child's school combined a NEIGHBORHOOD school

approach with another school program.

as ALTERNATIVE cI

assrooms.

you prefer to have in your school?

Some classrooms would be run
Which type of alternative classroom would

. BASIC SKILLS

CLASSROOM

2. OPEN
CLASSROOM

3. ARTS
CLASSROOM |

4. SCIENCES

CLASSROOM

1
|

8. DON'T
KNOW




A10. We would also like to know how much time you would like your school

to spend on:
* ' Examples
(1) BASIC SKILLS (reading, math, composition)
(2) OTHER ACADEMIC SUBJECTS (science, social studies)
(3) PHYSICAL EDUCATION (tumbling, running)
(4) ARTS INSTRUCTION (music, crafts, drama, drawing)

Divide up the pie chart below to show how much time you would like to see
spent on each educational need in your child's class. The pie represents
100 percent of the time spent on instruction, or about 5 hours. The smallest
"sTice" of the pie is 5 percent of the school day, or about 15 minutes. Put
the number (1, 2, 3, or 4) of the educational need listed above that fits -each
"sTlice" of the pie that you make.

(office use only)
1.
2.
3.
4.
YOUR PREFERENCE
FOR YOUR CHILD'S CLASS
A11. Now divide up the next pie chart (below) to show how much time you
think is now being spent on each educational need in your child's class.
Y
\\{/
;’/
:" l
f
(office use only) Ao
1.
2.
3.
4.

SITUATION NOW
= IN YOUR CHILD'S CLASS




p. Pre-Kindergarten
Education

Al2,

A13.

SUBJECT OR
ACTIVITY

. Reading
, Spelling, Grammar
. Handwriting
. Math

, Social Studies
. Science
. Health Education
., Foreign Language

. Physical Education
(except after school)

. Swimming
. Outdoor Education
. Art

. Music
. Bilingual Education

. Kindergarten

Overall, how good a job do you think your school is doing to meet
your child's educational needs?

1. VERY 2. GOOD 3. BOTH GOOD 4, BAD 5. VERY

GOOD AND BAD \ BAD

In this next series of questions we would like to learn how satisfied

you are with specific subjects and activities in your child's class now.
We would also like to know how important you think each of these subjects
and activities is to your child's education.

For each subject or activity, please "X" the box that best fits how

satisfied you are. Mark the "Not Offered" or "Don't Know" box if you

prefer.

Then please "X" the box that best fits how important you feel the
subject or activity is to your child's educa*ion.

SATISFACTION IMPORTANCE
Needs Some Not at all Not Don't { Extremely Very Somewhat Not Very Not at all
Satisfied Improvement Satisfied Offered  Know |j Important  Important Important Important  _Important
(1] ] || [ (4] (]
5] (2] FIR [4] (]
(2] 2] L | B (2] [
k]| [ 4] ]
] | [] (4] L]
(] [e] [2]
[e] [4]
[e] [4] L]
2] (] (4]
[3] [e] [4] (2]
] el || [ [4] 2]
[e] 2] 1]
(4] [2]
] [s] 4] 2] ]
k) Bl E] (4] G 2] M
s s P @ 3 B O

(office use only)
return to top of column #2




SECTION B
SPECIAL EDUCATION

The education of children with special needs is an important part of the
school district's responsibilities. Children with special needs include
those with hearing problems, learning disabilities, speech difficulties and
children who are gifted. Children with special needs are referred to as
EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. Many special education needs are addressed in the
regular classrooms of each school. In fact, federal laws require schools to
try to meet the needs of exceptional children in regular classrooms.

About one out of every five children in the district is exceptional in

some way. The special education program is clearly important to these
children and to their parents. The special education program is important

to other children and their parents because many special education needs are
addressed in regular classrooms. This is why we are asking everyone questions
about special education.

Bl. First of all, do you know an EXCEPTIONAL CHILD as we talked about above?

1. YES | 3. NOT SURE | 5. NO

B2. Does your child have a friend who is an EXCEPTIONAL CHILD?

1. YES [ 3. NOT SURE | 5. NO

B3. Have you ever given permission for your child to take part
in a special education program?

1. YES [ 3. NOT SURE | 5. NO-

B4. Is your child in a special education program in your school now?

1. YES | 3. NOT SURE | 5. NO

B5. In what way is your child exceptional? GO TO QBo




Bb6.

B7.

B8.

BI.

B10.

Do you think EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREw are being placed in regular classrooms
in your school:

.I.

TOO EARLY

2.

AT THE RIGHT
TIME

3.

NOT SOON
ENOUGH

2]

O

DON'jJ
KNOW

How well do you think EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN get along with other
children in your school?

1. VERY 2. PRETTY 3. THERE ARE 4, THERE ARE 8. DON'T
WELL _WELL SOME PROBLEMS MANY PROBLEMS KNOW
How good a job do you think the special education teachers are dging?
1. VERY 2. GOOD 3. BOTH GOOD 4, BAD 5. VERY 8. DON'T
GOOD AND BAD BAD KNOW
How good a Jjob ¢o you think the reqular classroom teachers are doing

to meet the needs of EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN?

1. VERY 2. GOOD 3. BOTH GOOD 4, BAD 5. VERY 8. DON'T
GO0D AND BAD BAD KNOW
How good a job do you think your school is doing to meet the needs

of IXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN?

1. VERY

GOOD

2.

GOOD

3. BOTH GOOD

AND_BAD

4,

BAD

5. VERY
BAD

8.

DON'T
KNOW
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C6. Which of the following grade groupings do you prefer for your child?

1.

K-6
7-8
9-12

25

K-6 3. K-
/-9 6=~
10-12 9-

5
8
1

2

4. K-6
7-12

8. DON'T
KNOW

C7. Are you satisfied with the current attendance policy in the school

district?

8. I DON'T KNOW
WHAT IT IS

C8. Do you think yourchild's school gets a fair share of the money in the
school budget, more than a fair share, or less than a fair share?

1. FAIR
SHARE

20

MORE THAN A
FAIR SHARE

3.

LESS THAN A
FAIR SHARE

8., DON'T
KNOW

C9. Do you think you know as much as you need to about how money in the
school budget 1s divided among the schools?

C10. How important do you think the school boundary issue is?
1. EXTREMELY| {2. VERY 3, MODERATELY{ (4. NOT VERY 5. NOT AT ALE) 8. DON'T
IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT KNOW
C11. How important is the tenure issue?
J]. EXTREMELY| |2. VERY 3. MODERATELTJ 4, NOT VERY 5. NOT AT ALL} |8. DON'T
IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT | KNOW




SECTION C
SELECTED ISSUES

Cl. Now we would like to ask a few questions that cover several different
issues. How good a job do you think each of the following people or
groups are doing in letting you know about their school activities?

VERY BOTH GOOD VERY
ACTIVITIES OF: GOOD GOOD AND BAD BAD

a. your child's teacher(s) [_Tj
b. your school's principal [2—_‘
c. the District's central E]

o
>
=

B EEE
[ [ [=] ]

office
d. the School Board
C2. Do you think parents should be asked to take part in the evaluation of
teachers?
L1. YES {3. NOT SURE | 5. NO

C3. Do you think students should be asked to take part in the evaluation
of teachers?

1. YES | 3. NOT SURE | 5. NO

C4. Do you think parents should be asked to take part in the evaluation
of school principals?

[1. ves [3. NOT SURE | 5. NO

C5. Do you think teachers should be responsible for passing your child
to the next grade, or that testing should be used, or both?

1. TEACHERS 2. TESTING 3. BOTH TEACHERS 8. DON'T
ONLY ONLY AND TESTING KNOW




ciz.
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Some parents in the school district would like to see a hot lunch
program started. Some other parents feel that the time and effort
required to provide a hot Tunch will take away from school educational
activities.

There are different types of hot lunch programs. One type of hot Tlunch
usually includes a meat, vegetable and potato {(a type "A" lunch). This
type is the most nutritious but some children don't eat the meal. We'll
call this type of hot Tunch the TRADITIONAL HOT LUNCH.

Another type of hot lunch is a limited hot lunch of soup,
salad and/or sandwich (a type "B" lunch). We'll call this type of
hot Tunch LIMITED HOT LUNCH.

Which type of hot lunch, if any, do you prefer?

1. NO LUNCH 2. TRADITIONAL 4. LIMITED 8. DON'T
SERVED ' HOT LUNCH HOT LUNCH KNOW
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(office use only)

SECTION D

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Finally, we would like a little background information.

D1. Please 1list the ages of all your children, starting with your youngest
child. 1If they are attending school now, please 11st the name of the
school and grade. Also, please put an "X" on the line that shows your
child for this survey.
CHILD'S CHILD'S SCHOOL CHILD'S | YOUR
AGE (if any) GRADE [ICHILD
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
D2. Do you have any plans to move to another house or apartment in the Fairbanks area:
1. WITHIN THE 2. WITHIN THE 3. SOMETIME 1IN 4, 1 HAVE NO
NEXT 6 MONTHS NEXT 2 YEARS THE FUTURE PLANS TO MOVE
N4 v L
D3. What part of town would you be most Tikely to move to?
D4. Do you have any plans to move from the Fairbanks area:
1. WITHIN THE 2. WITHIN.THE 3. SOMETIME IN 4. I HAVE NO
NEXT 6 MONTHS NEXT 2 YEARS THE FUTURE PLANS TO MOVE
D5. How many months or years have you lived in the Fairbanks area?

(months) or

(years)
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D6. Are you currently employed, unemployed, a homemaker, retired, a student,
,or what?

1. ENPLOYED] [2. UNEMPLOYED] [3. HOMEMAKER | [4. RETIRED| [5. STUDENT] [7. OTHER

D7. If you are employed or if you have worked for pay in the last twelve
months, what is your main occupation?

DB. What is the highest grade of school or year of college you completed?

GRADES OF SCHOOL COLLEGE

L1 02 03 P4 03 b8 7 03 09 [d 07 (3|03 04 [@ [§ 17 & OVER]

D9. 1If you are married, what is the highest grade or year of college your
spouse completed?

GRADES OF SCHOOL COLLEGE

IPNNE R E@N DR 0D B E T

D10. If you are married and your spouse is either working or looking for work,
what is his or her main occupation?

D11. What is your sex?
[ 1. MALE ] | 2. FEMALE |

Di2. Please write here any concerns you have about your school or the
school district. Use the back side of this page if needed,

THANK YOU!
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DISTRICT-WIDE  SECONDARY VERSION

Attitudes Toward the Overall Education Program

The first question was

Al, HNow we come to our first question. Which do you prefer for vour child,
& {EIGHBORHCAD school 1ike you have now or a 3ASIC SKILLS aiternative

school?
(1. NE1GHE0RHO0D [2. 3ASIC SkiLes P [s oot
|7 shacn | ALTERNATIVE scwoud | i0W

then we added a VOCATICNAL ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL as another choice,

Final;y we added a school specializing in the ARTS and one for students
planning on going to COLLEGE, The results are shown in Table A.

A. Preference
PREFERENCE

COMBINATION OF _ Basic Skills  Vocational Arts College Prep '

PROGRAM OFFERINGS | Meifporeed Al e A el - eemol " ‘Schaol '~ Know )
Neighborhood or Basic - ‘
Skills Alternative 64 33 - - - 3 2100% (580)
Neighborhood, Basic

Skills or Vocational | 47 20 31 - - 2 =100% (567)
Neighborhood, Basic

Skills, Arts, College ,

Prep or Vocational |27 1 19 3 38 o =100% (564)

To find out how tolerant the parents were to each type of program
offered, we asked

M. If your school remained a NEIGHBORHOOD school, would you rather keep
our child in the same school or have nim or her bussed an axira
ES minutes to a school offering the program you prefer?

1. STAY IN 2. BE SUSSED TO | 8. o0N'T
SAME SCHOOL ANOTHER scuoou\ KNCH

Tpis question was then asked about each type of Alternative School
with the results shown in Table B.

B. Tolerance of Other Programs

It the school your child is attending was designated as one of the above,
would you rather keep you child in the same school or have him or her bussed
an extra 15 minutes to a school offering the program you prefer?

> DESIGHATED SCHOOL PRJOGRAM
Basic Skills Vocational Arts College Prep
Neighborhood Alternative Alternative Alternative Alternative
PARENT CHOICE School School Schaol School Schoo
Stay in same school 55 47 34 25 62
Bus to another school 42 48 62 71 34
Don't know _3 _5 _4 4 4
100 100 100 100 100
(1) (581) (576) (580) (578) (579)




Table C is a combination of Tables A and

B,

C. Preference Compared to Tolerance

Percent of parents with given preference who would keep their child in the
same school, assuming different program designations.

PREFERENCE
Basic Skills Vocational Arts College Prep
PROGRQM Neighborhood Alternative  Alternative Alternative Al tergative Don't
DESIGHATION School School School School School Know
Neighborhood 33 35 53 46 51
Basic Skills 44 42 40 43 36
Vocational 26 28 40 19 18
Arts 26 29 23 20 33
College Prep 64 33 29 40 36
(N) (155) (64) (15) (211) (107) (12)
For example: _
Of those parents who prefer a Basic Skills Alternative School, 33%
would keep their child in a Neighborhood School rather than bus
them an additional 15 minutes to a Basic Skills School. If their
Neighborhood School became an Arts Alternative School, 29% would
keep their child there rather than bus them to the school of their
choice,
Cur last question regarding curriculum preference was
; r child’ ~ SEIGHBORHOOD school
A O e ovogram.  Sors. classrooms would be ran
as ALTERNATIVE classrooms. Which type of alternative classroom would
you prefer to have in your school?
: . L ART . COLLEGE PREP| [8. OON'T
) gziégagg;LLs [2' gggégéggﬁL } é§A§SRCCHl FAVﬁchsaooM, KNOW
and the results are on Table D,
D. Prefekence for Alternative Classrooms
PREFERENCE
Basic Skills Vocational Arts College Prep .
Alternative Alternative Alternative Alternative Don't
School Schootl School School Know (N)
22 29 3 42 4 =100% (562)
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| 11, Current and Preferred Subject Emphasis

III.

The next set of tables shows how much time the parents think is now
being spent on each subject area and how much they wish was being spent.

CURRENT

- " 'PREFERRED

Current Percentage
Preferred Percentage

Desired Change

1 2 3 4 5
Other
Basic Academic Physical Arts Vocational
Skills Subjects Education Instruction Education (N)
31 25 14 14 13 (400)
38 22 12 12 16=100% (485)
+7 -3 -2 -2 +3

Assessment of the Educational Program

A. Overall Assessment

Very good

Good

Both good and bad
Bad

Very Bad

(N)

15
42
38

T00%
(570)
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B. Detailed Evaluations {(ranked from most to leas*® satistisd for secondary
schools as a whola}

! , SATISFACTICN .
H o]
SUBJECT OR ACTIVITY (N) | MEAN | seriariea Improvenent Saristiod Offored o
Swimming \ (507)] 4.3 33 8 3 30 26
Music (519)| 4.3 45 14 3 6 32
Art (520)] 4.3 | 44 12 5 7 32
Drivers Education  (520)| %-3 36 8 5 25 26
Physical Education (523) 42 | ©2 21 6 2 2
Social Studies (542) 42 | ©3 26 5 1 5
Sciences - (539)) 4.2 61 25 7 2 5
Health . (518)] 4,2 51 19 6 9 15
Literature . (539) 4.1 57 26 6 3 8
Advanced Placement (507)| 4.0 21 12 3 18 46
Mathematics (554)t 4.0 58 27 11 1 3
Outdoor Education (501){ 3.9 19 11 4 23 43
Foreign Language (523)f 3.8 30 15 9 16 30
Vocational Training (531)] 3.8 33 18 9 12 28
Speech, Composition (546)} 3.8 50 34 12 0 4
Agricultural Sci, (506)] 3.8 9 8 2 31 50
31lingual Education (503){ 3.8 12 6 4 23 55
computer Training  (514)| 3.6 10 8 4 32 46
Counseling ~ (524)] 3.3 32 27 22 3 16

C. Detailed Assessment of Ingortance (ranked from most to least important
for secondary schools as a whole)

5 4 DfPORLgI‘KE 2 1
SUBJECT OR ACTIVITY ()| MEAW | Tmporrans troveat et Tooreant ot
Composition, Speach(544) 4,7 73 23 3 1 0
Mathematics (547)] 4.6 68 28 4 0 0
Counseling (518)| 4.2 45 35 15 3 2
Sciences (540)| 4.0 31 a4 24 1 0
Social Studies (537)| 3.8 23 42 32 3 0
Literature (531)] 3.8 22 40 32 5 1
Health Education (504)| 3.7 22 39 32 6 1
Vocational Train. (516)} 3,7 26 33 31 7 3
Drivers Education (510){ 3.6 27 30 28 9 6
Advanced Placement(477)| 3.6 26 30 28 11 5
Physical Education(522)| 3.4 14 33 37 12 4
Swimming - (505)| 3.1 7 24 42 21 6
Computer Training (497)f 3.1 9 23 39 20 9
Foreign Language (514){ 3.0 7 19 48 20 6
Music (509){ 3.0 5 19 50 21 5
Art (510)} 2.9 4 14 54 23 5
Qutdoor Education (483)] 2.8 5 16 46 23 10
Agricultural Sci, (489) 2.7 6 13 38 30 13
Drama (502); 2.5 3 7 42 39 S
Bilingual Ed, =~ (462)] 2.4 3 9 35 28 25




D. Ranking of Subjects and Activities from Least Sat1sf1ed and Most Important
to Most Satisfied and Least Important

INDEX
SUBJECT OR ACTIVITY VALUE (N)
Least Satisfied/Most Important

Counseling 3.7 413
Composition, Speech 3.6 514
Mathematics 3.5 514
Advanced Placement 3.3 175
Vocational Education 3.3 302
Computer Training 3.3 108
Sciences 3.2 485
Literature 3.1 462
Health Education 3,1 371
Social Studies 3,0 492
Drivers Education 3.0 240
Foreign Language 2,9 263
Agricultural Sciences 2.9 91
Qutdoor Education 2.9 161
Physical Education 2.9 453
Swimming 2.7 217
Bilingual Education 2.7 99
Music 2.6 307
Art 2.6 306
Drama 2.4 222

Most Satisfied/Least Important

Note: The index has been constructed by combining measures of dissatisfaction
and importance for a given subject or activity.

N equals the number of responses used to get each index value, If a
respondant answered 'mot offered" or “don't know" for a particular
subject, their response was not included in the computation of the index
value for that subject,




IV.

Special Education

A, Familijarity with Special Education Program

Does parent know an exceptional child?

Yes 66
Not sure 9
No 25
T00%
(N) (580)
Does child have a friend who is an exceptional child?
Yes 38
Not sure 29
No 33
100%
() (578)
:Is child now in a special education program?
Yes 11
Not sure 6
No 83
| T00%
(N) (375)
How child is exceptional
Mentally retarded ’ 1
Learning disability or in remedial program 46

Emotionally disturbed -
Orthopedical or physical handicap -
Communicative disability 4
Visual impairment -1
Health impairment -
Hearing impairment -

Deaf -
Gifted 37
Unsure 6
Language problem : -
Other - _5

100%

(M) (84)




B. Assessments of the Special Education Program

Parents w/Child Pparents w/Child’

in Gifted in Other Other AN
Talentég Now Spec Ed Now  Parents Parents
Exceptional children are being placed
in regular classrooms
" Too early 0% 12% 5% 5%
At the right time 27 31 13 15
Not soon enough 5 17 6 7
Don't know 68 40 76 73
‘ 100% 100% 100% . 100%
Perception of how well exceptional
children get along w/other children
Very well 13% 16% 5% 7%
Pretty well 46 35 22 24
Some problems 29 20 27 26
Many problems 0 o1 3 3
Don’t know 12 18 43 40
100% 100% . 100%  100%
Perception of how good a job special
education teachers are doing |
Very good L 16% . 31% 9% 11%
Good ‘ ' 29 26 21 22
Both good and bad 29 16 15 16
Bad 3 8 1 1
Very bad 0 3 1 1
Don't know 23 16 53 49
100% 100% 100%  100%
Perception of how good a job regular
classroom teachers are doing to meet
the needs of exceptional children
Very good ' 10% 13% 2% 3%
Good 32 13 16 17
Both good and bad 32 54 24 26
Very bad 0 3 1 ]
Don't know —AY 9 23 _48
00% 100% 100%  100%
Perception of how well school is
meeting the needs of exceptional
children _ .
Very yood 19% 13% 5% 6%
Good 29 28 18 19
Both good and bad 31 43 17 20
yery bad 1g 13 52 45
Don't know —9 —_ 24
100% 100% T00% T100%

(N) (34) (50) (480)  (564)




Selected Issues

A. Evaluation of How Well School, Teachers and Administrators are Com-
municating with Pareonts

Very Botn Good Very

(N) Good Good and Bad Bad Bad
Child's teachers (569) 11 31 33 18 7 = 100%
School's principal (562) 10 33 27 20 10 = 100%
District's central office (543) 4 24 36 25 11 = 100%
School Board (542) 3 22 40 o1 14 = 100%

B. Perception of Equity in School Budget Allocation: child's school versus
other schools

More than a fair share 2
Fair share 31
Less than a fair share 13
Don't know 54
100%
) (583)

C. Assessment of Adequacy of Information Given to Parents about how School
Budget is Allocated

Adequate 12
Inadequate _88
100%

(N) (580)

D. Assessment of Importance of School Boundary Issue

Extremely important 21
Very important 27
Moderately important ’ 27
Not very important 10
Not at all important 3
Don't- know 12
100%

)] (581)




E. Hot Lunch Preferences’

No lunch served 16
Traditional hot lunch 17
Fast-food hot Tunch 44
Limited hot lunch 20
Don't know - 3.
100%
() - (5870)

F. Evaluation of Teachers and Principals

Should parents be asked to take part in the evaluation of teachers?

Yes 54
Not sure 23
No 23
100%

(N) (584)

Should students be asked to take part in the evaluation of teachers?

Yes ' 52
Not sure 18
No 30
100%

(N) (584)

Should parents be asked to take part in the evaluation of school principals?

Yes 56
Not sure 24
No .20
100%
(N) (583)

G. Testing Policy

Should teachers be responsible for passing child to next grade or should
testing be used, or both?

Teachers only 4
Testing only 8
Both teachers & testing 87
Don't know 1
100%

(N) (588)
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H, Grade Grouping Preference

K-6 K-6 K=5

7-8 7-9 6-8 K-6 Don't

9-12 10-12 9-12 7-12 Know

40 33 13 4 10
) (561)

= 100%

I. Satisfaction with Current Attendance Policy in the School District

Yes 44
No 42
Don't know what policy is 14
100%
o) (577)

J. Assessment of Importance of Tenure Issue

Extremely important 18
Very important 23
Moderately important 20
Not very important 6
Not at all important 4
Don't know 29
100%

)] : (558)
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Background Information
A. Moving Plans (N)
Plans to Move within Fairbanks Area

Within the next 6 months 4
~ Within the next 2 years 5

Sometime in the future 6

No plans to move 85
: : 100 (560)
Area Planning to Move to

Richardson ) 6
- Steese 3

Chena Hot Springs Road 4

Nenana Hwy -

Goldstream 2

Chena Ridge 4

Farmers Loop 8

University area 16

Rural~-general 5

Urban-general 20

North Pole 12

Same area 3

College 5

Unsure | 56 (72)
Plans- to Move from Fairbanks Area

Within the next 6 months 7

Within the next 2 years "9

Sometime in the future 20

No plans to move 64

. 100 (568)




ScCONDARY SCHOOL VERSION , WINTER 1979

COMMUNITY FAIRBANKS A SURVEY OF PARENTS
SURVEY SCHOOL AND UTHER IWTERESTED
TEAM DISTRICT FAIRBANKS RESIDENTS

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING QUESTIONNAIRE

Think of your child when you are completing this
questionnaire.

For each question, please mark a large "X" over the box that contains the
answer that best fits your opinion. Please only mark one box for each
question unless you make a mistake.

FOR EXAMPLE:

In what grade is your child?

@E{@@

If you made a mistake and ‘your child 1is in the 5th grade this year,
please put an "X" over 5 and put an arrow from 4 to 5.

@D,E)X[Dl

(office use only)

1. Int, No. _ _ ____
2. Deck No. 01

3. Date

4, Type




 SECTION A
_ SCHOOL CURRICULUM

Please read this before answering any questions.

This first section of the questionnaire is about what happens during your
child's school day, including activities after class. The school day is
divided into meeting educational needs and other needs.

EDUCATIONAL NEEDS include:

Examples
e BASIC SKILLS (reading, math, composition)
@ OTHER ACADEMIC SUBJECTS (science, socialistudies)
o PHYSICAL EDUCATION (basketball, gymnastics, swinming)
® ARTS INSTRUCTION (music, drawing)
o VOCATIONAL EDUCATIOW (carpentry, drafting, secretarial)
OTHER NEEDS include:
o SPECIAL ACTIVITTES (band, basketball)
o SPECIAL EVENTS (assemblies, fairs)
e SPECIAL EDUCATION (reading help, speech)

e HEALTH AND SAFETY (swimming, fire prevention)

Right now, your school is trying to meet all these needs. It is being asked
to meet other needs as well. Some people think that important needs are not
being met as well as they should be. Other people think that some needs are
not being met at all, Still others think that each school should keep trying
to meet many different needs, so there can be a wide mix of student interests
and opportunities.

Jdne choice, then, is to keep trying to meet as many educational needs and
other needs as possible in each school. Under this choice 1t will not be
possible to meet all educational and other needs as well as we might like
to. Yet, children from the same area would attend one school, with bussing
kept at a minimum., We'll call schools using this approach NEIGHBORHOOD
SCHOOLS.




Another choice is to have some schools in the district try to concentrate

on meeting a smaller number of educational.needs. Every school would still
include a core program in the basic skills, but some schools would offer a
special educational program. These schools are often called ALTERNATIVE SCHOOLS.

Some parents support the idea of a BASIC SKILLS or 3 Rs alternative school.
This type of alternative school would spend more time than other schools on
direct instruction in reading, composition, and math. Students would be
taught mostly as a group. Teachers would be responsible for making sure
that each student learned the required subject material. Discipline is

also important to many parents who favor this approach.

Al. Now we come to our first question. Which do you prefer for your child,
a NEIGHBORHOOD school 1like you have now or a BASIC SKILLS alternative

school?
1. NEIGHBORHOOD 2. BASIC SKILLS 8. DON'T
SCHOOL ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL KNOW

A VOCATIONAL alternative school like Hutchison is another possibility.
It would prepare students to take jobs after high school graduation.

Some of the skills include carpentry, drafting, mechanics, printing,
welding and secretarial skills.

A2, Which do you prefer for your child?

1. NEIGHBORHOOD 2, BASIC SKILLS 6. VOCATIONAL 1 [8. DON'T
SCHOOL ALTERNATIVE ALTERNATIVE KNOW
SCHOOL SCHOOL

Other possible types of alternative schools could include one that would
have more classes in the ARTS or one for students preparing for COLLEGE.

A3. Which do you prefer for your child?

1. NEIGHBORHOOD 2. BASIC SKILLS] 6. VOCATIONAL
SCHOOL ALTERNATIVE ALTERNATIVE
SCHOOL SCHOOL
4, ARTS ALTERNATIVE 5. COLLEGE PREP 8. DON'T
SCHOOL ALTERNATIVE KNOW
SCHOOL




Ad.

A5,

Ab.

A7.

A8.

A9.

If your school remained a NEIGHBORHOQD schooi, would you rather keep

your child in the same school or have him or her bussed an extra
15 minutes to a school offering the program you prefer?

1. STAY IN 2.

BE BUSSED TO
SAME SCHOOL

ANOTHER SCHOOL

KNOW

Which would you choose if your school became a BASIC SKILLS alternative
school. Would you rather keep your child in the same school or have him

or her bussed an extra 15 minutes to a school offering the program you
prefer?

1. STAY IN

SAME SCHOOL

2. BE BUSSED TO

ANOTHER SCHOOL

8. DON'T

KNOW

Which would you choose if your school became a VOCATIONAL alternative
school? Would you rather keep your child in the same school or have
him or her bussed an extra 15 minutes to a school offering the program
you prefer?

1.

STAY 1IN
SAME SCHOOL

2. BE BUSSED TO

ANCTHER SCHCOL

8. DON'T

KNOW

Which would you choose if your school became an ARTS alternative
school? Wauld you rather keep your child in the same school or have
him or her bussed an extra 15 minutes to a school offering the program
you prefer?

1. STAY IN
SAME SCHOOL

2., BE BUSSED TO

ANOTHER SCHOOL

8. DON'T

KNOW

Which would you choose if your school became a COLLEGE PREP alternative
school? Would you rather keep your child in the same school or have him

or her bussed an extra 15 minutes to a school offering the program you

prefer? :

1. STAY IN 2. BE BUSSED TO 8. DON'T
SAME SCHOOL ANOTHER SCHOOL KNOW

Finally, suppose your child's school combined a NEIGHBORHOOD school

approach with another school program.

as ALTERNATIVE classrooms.
you prefer to have in your school?

Some classrooms would be run
Which type of alternative classroom would

BASIC SKILLS
CLASSROOM

2. VOCATIONAL
CLASSROOM

3. ARTS
CLASSROOM

4, COLLEGE PREP
CLASSROOM

8. DON'T
KNOW




A10. We would also like to know how much time you would like your school
to spend on:

(1) BASIC SKILLS (reading, m%%%?E%%%bosition)

(2) OTHER ACADEMIC SUBJECTS  (science, social studies)

(3) PHYSICAL EDUCATION (basketba]],'gymnastics, swimming)
(4) ARTS INSTRUCTION (music, crafts, drama, drawing)
(5) VOCATIONAL EDUCATION (carpentry, drafting, secretarial)

Divide up the pie chart below to show how much time you would like to see
spent on each educational need in your child's class. The pie represents

100 percent of the time spent on instruction, or about 5 hours. The smallest
"slice" of the pie is 5 percent of the school day, or about 15 minutes. Put
the number (1,2,3,4 or 5) of the educational need listed above that fits each
"slice" of the pie that you make.

(office use only)

Il

YOUR PREFERENCE
FOR YOUR CHILD'S CLASS

Al1. Now divide up the next pie chart (below) to show how much time you
think is now being spent on each educational need in your child's class.

(office use only)
1.
2.
3.
4.

I

SITUATION NOW
IN YOUR CHILDTS CLASS




Q
.

t.

Al2.

A13.

Literature

Compasition, Speech,
Spelling & Grammar

Mathematics

. Social Studfes
. Sciences
. Health Education

. Foreign Languages

Art
Ausic

Drama
. Vocational Training
Agricultural Sciences
Drivers Education

. Computer Training

Advanced Placement Courses

. Physical Education Classes
(except after school)

. Swimming
. Outdoor Education

. B1lingual Educatiom

Counseling

Overall, how good a job do you think your school is doing to meet
your child's educational needs?

1. VERY 2. GOOD 3. BOTH GOOD 4. BAD 5. VERY
GOOD AND BAD BAD

In this next series of questions we would 1ike to learn how satisfied
you are with specific subjects and activities in your child's class now.
We would also like to know now 1mportant you think each of these subjects
and activities is to your child's education.

For each subject or activity, please "X" the box that best fits how
satisfied you are. Mark the "Not Offered" or "Don't Know" box if you
prefer.

Then please "X" the box that best fits how important you feel the
subject or activity is to your child's education.

ATISFACTION IMPORTANLe
o Needs Some Not at all Not Don't || Extremely Very Somewhat Not Very Hot at all
Satisfied Improvement Satisfied Offered  Know Important Important  Important

Important Important
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SECTION B
SPECIAL EDUCATION

The education of children with special needs is an important part of the
school district's responsibilities. Children with special needs include
those with hearing problems, learning disabilities, speech difficulties and
children who are gifted. Children with special needs are referred to as
EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. Many special education needs are addressed in the
regular classrooms of each school. In fact, federal laws require schools to
try to meet the needs of exceptional children in regular classrooms.

About one out of every five children in the district is exceptional in

some way. The special education program is clearly important to these
children and to their parents. The special education program is important

to other children and their parents because many special education needs are
addressed in regular classrooms. This is why we are asking everyone questions
about special education.

Bl. First of all, do you know an EXCEPTIONAL CHILD as we talked about above?

1. YES 3. NOT SURE 5. NO

B2. Does your child have a friend who is an EXCEPTIONAL CHILD?

1. YES 3. NOT SURE | 5. NO

B3. Have you ever given permission for your child to take part
in a special education program?

1. VYES 3. NOT SURE 5. NO

B4. Is your child in a special education program in your ;choo] now?

1. YES 3. NOT SURE 5. NO

l !

B5. In what way is your child exceptional? GO TO QBs




B6. Do you think EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREw are be1ng placed in regular classrooms
in your school:

T. 7100 EARLY 2. AT THE RIGHT 3. NOT SOON 3. DON'T
TIME ENOUGH KNOW

B7. How well do you think EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN get along with other
children in your school?

1. VERY 2. PRETTY 3. THERE ARE 4, THERE ARE §. DON'T
WELL WELL SOME_PROBLEMS MANY PROBLEMS KNOW

B8, How good a job do you think the special education teachers are dging?

1. VERY 2. GOOD 3. BOTH GOQD 4. BAD 5. VERY 8. DON'T
GOOD AND BAD BAD KNOW

B9. How good & Jjob gn you think the reqular classroom teachers are doing
to meet the needs of EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN? .

1. VERY 2. GOOD 3. BOTH GOOD 4. BAD 5. VERY 8. LON'T
GOOD AND BAD BAD KNOW

B10. How good- a Jjob do you think your school is doing to meet the needs
of [XCEPTIONAL CHILDREN?

1. VERY 2. GOOD 3. BOTH GOOD 4, BAD 5. VERY 8. OON'T
GO0D AND_BAD BAD KNOW




c1.

a.

b. your school's principal

c.

d.

ca.

c3.

c4.

C5.

SECTION C

SELECTED ISSUES

Now we would Tike to ask a few questions that cover several different

issues.

How good a job do you think each of the following people or

groups are doing in letting you know about their school activities?

ACTIVITIES OF:

your child's teacher(s)

the District's central

office

the School Board

VERY

GOOD  GOOD
L &
] 2
] 2
1 2

BOTH GOOD
AND BAD BAD
[3] 4
3 4
3 4
3 [4]

- VERY
BAD

5

5

5

Do you think parents should be asked to take part in the evaluation of

teachers?

3.

NOT SURE | 5. NO

Do you -think students should be asked to take part in the evaluation

of teachers?

1.

3.

NOT SURE

5,

NO

Do you think parents should be asked to take part in the evaluation

of school principals?

L. ves]

30

NOT SURE

5. NO

Do you think teachers should be responsible for passing your child
to the next grade, or that testing should be used, or both?

1. TEACHERS
ONLY

2.

TESTING
ONLY

3.

BOTH TEACHERS
AND TESTING

8.

DON'T
KNOW
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C6. Which of the following grade groupings do you prefer for your child?
o
1. K-6 Z. K-6 3. K-5 4, K-6 8. DON'T
7-8 7-9 6-8 7-12 KNOW
9-12 10-12 9-12
C7. Are you satisfied with the current attendance policy in the school
district?
1. YES 5. NO 8. 1 DON'T KNOW
WHAT IT IS
C8. Do you think yourchild's school gets a fair share of the money in the
school budget, more than a fair share, or less than a fair share?
1. FAIR 2. MORE THAN A 3. LESS THAN A 8. DON'T
SHARE FAIR SHARE FAIR SHARE KNOW
C9. Do you think you know as much as you need to about how money in the
school budget is divided among the schools?
1. YES 5. NO
C10. How important do you think the school boundary issue is?
1. EXTREMELY| |2. VERY . MODERATELY| {4. NOT VERY 5. NOT AT ALL}{ (8. DON'T
IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT JMPORTAN IMPORTANT KNOW
Ci1. How important is the tenure issue?
1. EXTREMELY{ 2. VERY 3. MODERATELY] |4. NOT VERY 5. NOT AT ALL} {8. DON'T
IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT KNOW
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Int. No.__ ___ SECTION D
Deck No. 02

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Finally, we would Iike a 1ittle background information.

D1. Please 1ist the ages of all your children, starting with your youngest
child. If they are attending school now, please 1ist the name of the
school and grade. Also, please put an "X" on the line that shows your
child for this survey.

CHILD'S CHILD'S SCHOOL CHILD'S | YOUR
AGE (if any) _GRADE__ICHILD

~Nlolo]l ] W N

[e o]

D2. Do you have any plans to move to another house or apartment in the Fairbanks area:

1. WITHIN THE 2. WITHIN THE 3. SOMETIME IN 4, 1 HAVE NO
NEXT 6 MONTHS NEXT 2 YEARS THE FUTURE PLANS TO MOVE
2 v L

D3. What part of town would you be most likely to move to? .

D4. Do you have any plans to move from the Fairbanks area:

1. WITHIN THE 2. WITHIN THE 3. SOMETIME IN 4, I HAVE NQ
NEXT 6 MONTHS NEXT -2 YEARS THE FUTURE PLANS TO MOVE

D5. How many months or years have you lived in the Fairbanks area?

(months) or (years)
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Some parents in the school district would like to see a hot lunch
program started. Some other parents feel that the time and effort

rquired to provide a hot lunch will take away from school educational
activities.

There are different types of hot lunch programs. One type of hot lunch
usually includes a meat, vegetable and potato (a type "A" lunch). This
type is the most nutritious but some children don't eat the meal. We'l]
call this type of hot lunch the TRADITIONAL HOT LUNCH.

Another type of hot lunch is served the way fast-food restaurants
serve meals. Hamburgers, chicken and hot dogs would be sold at
each meal. (This could be a type "A" or type "B" Tunch depending
on what the child picked.) All the food served would be specially
prepared so that it would provide a nutritious, balanced meal.
Children in other school districts seem to like this type of hot
lunch the best but it is not the most nutritious type of hot lunch.
We'll call this type of hot lunch the FAST-FOOD LUNCH.

Finally, a limited hot lunch of soup, salad and/or sandwich could
be offered (a type "B" lunch). We'll call this type of hot lunch
the LIMITED HUT LUNCH.

Which type of hot lunch, if any, do you prefer?

].

NO LUNCH 2. TRADITIONAL 3. FAST-FOOD 4. LIMITED 8. DON'T
SERVED HOT LUNCH HOT _LUNCH HOT LUNCH KNOW
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Are you currently employed, unemployed, a homemaker, retired, a student,

or what?

1. EMPLOYED| | 2. UNEMPLOYED | |3. HOMEMAKER]

4. RETIRED||5. STUDENT| [7. OTHER

If you are employed or if you have worked for pay in the last twelve

months, what is your main occupation?

What is the highest grade of school or year of college you completed?

09.

D10.

D11.

D12.

GRADES OF SCHOOL

COLLEGE

Pl P2 03 09 03 08 07 d 03 0 [ 02|03 (4 @ Bg (7 & OVER]

If you are married, what is- the highest grade or year of college your

spouse completed?

GRADES OF SCHOOL

Pl p3 03 9 b3 P9 07 o 03 [0 [ @@ @ B 19 e 0veRr

COLLEGE

If you are married and your spouse is either working or looking for work,

what is his or her main occupation?

What is your sex?

1. MALE

2.

FEMALE

Please write here any concerns you have about your school or the
school district. Use the back side of this page if needed.

THANK YOU!




Dear . :

Recently I received a questionaire in the mail and, contrary
to my normal practise, I decided to respond.

Over the years I have lived 1n many communities and one remark-
able continuum is the ubiquitous "community school surveys”
Amazingly enough, many parents fall for this politically motivated
ploy. .

Another commonality of these communities is the constant decline
in educational skills of students and teachers. .

In an effort to arrive at a reasonable explanation for this
1nterest1ng phenonenom you will find the enclosed questionaire.

You have been randomly selected, and.the results will be valid
only if you randomly answer the questlons. If your spouse is
commected with the North S+ar Borough School system, let. hlm/her
get hold of his/her own survey questionaire. :

Thank you for taking the time to respond. Your answers will be
kept entirely confidential, unless I can persuade some. hewspaper to
splash them on the front page.

_ Slncerely,

Cbmmunity Survey Victim




ELEMENTARY VERSION ' . | SPRING BREAKUP 1979

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING QUESTIONAIRE
" Think of youf job when you are completing this questionaire.

For each question, please mark a large "X" over that answer which best
fits your opinion. If you like two or more answers, by'all means,

X" as many as you wish. Unless you make a mistake, in which case you
could use circles, or erasers, or a clean piece of paper, or, you could
- randomly select offsetting ahswers on another question similar in
nature.

SECTION A -
SCHOOL CURRICULUm

This first section is abolGt what happens during the school day,
including what the parents +think happens, what should happen, and

what actually happens. The school day is divided into many obfuscating
parts. Most of these meet your needs. Occassionally, randomly selected
needs of the students are met. ‘

Primary needs include: S L L

Higher Pay . ,
Féwer hours of direct teaching
Unionization - -
Tenure

50 days paid sick leave

Secondary needs might include:

Reading
Writing
Arithmatic
History

The basic need of children, once primary needs are met, is to learn
Yo read, to add and subtract, and to learn from hlstory the past
mlstakes and triumphs of humans.

In an effort to meet these needs the present administration is doing
nothing and the future prognosis is to confuse the issue as much as
possible. In keeping with this plan we will divide the school system
up into as many parts as possible. We'll call this plan Expensive.

Secondarily, to prov1de an effectlve solution to unemployment in the
educational field we'll create many more schools that will provide
baby sitting services to the parents. We'll call this plan
Alternative Schools.

And finally, some parents have expressed concern for the education of
their children. They seem to want more time spent with direct instructi
in reading, composgition and mathematics. They also want teachers to
become responsible for seeing to these educational needs of their studen
We'll call this plan Unacceptable,.

Now we come to our first question:
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Do you believe that parents of school age children will be fooled
by a survey into believing their educators care?

a) partly fooled
b) mostly fooled
¢) completely fooled

Do you think that a public meeting held in various nelghborhoods to
address the same issue as was addressed by the survey is

a) harmful to your job
b) cheaper than a survey
c) -a2ll of the above

Do you think that the opinions, hopes, desires, and suggestions of
parents to administrators and teachers is in the best interest of

teachers' unions? '
N\
a) yes
b) no

£

¢) who cares

Is the above question a central issue in union demands upon the administra-
tion?

a) perhaps
b) maybe

- ¢) could be
~d) unimportant

" Do you think that creation of many dlfferent types of schools within
the school district will

a) fool parents into thinking their chlldren are being educated
b) create many more jobs for teachers and administrators

¢) be something to do with all the millions of extra dollars
lying around unused

Do you think the survey cost the taxpayers

a) $10,000
b) $20,000
¢) $50,000

Do ybu think the creation of a survey to ask parents whether or no#
they want their children to receive a good education is

a) cost effective
b) good PR
¢) +typical administrative make-work
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Do you think asking children to learn the basics is
a) silly '

.b) ridiculous

c) inappropriate

'Do you think wording a survey to the reading level of a 7 year old
child is

a) a help to those stubid prents
b) the level of the surveyor's ability
¢) . due to the loss of dictionary in surveyor s offlce

The following is a pie chart. 7Please mark the chart with the appropriat
amount of time you think should be spent by school personnel in pursuilt
of teaching: , ‘ : 0 minutes :

5 minutes
15 minutes

10 minutes

. Now mark +this chart with the appropriate amount of time you think

school personnel should spend on activities unrelated to the classroom
. 1 day '

30 days 10 days.

. 20 days
Overall, how good do you think your job is?
a) very good

b), good
¢) good and bad

d) dbad

SPECIAL EDUCATION

In every school system there are at least one out of every ten children
that actually get an adequate education. We refer to these students
as Exceplional Children.




Do you think this is
a) an accident
b) inadvertent
¢) an oversight
d) all of the above
Do you think we should handle Exceptlonal Chlldren
a) as oddballs
b) as objects for retraining
'c) by quarantine

SELECTED ISSUES

How good a job do you think the teachers and administrators are doing
in Fairbanks?

a) exceptional
b) outstanding
c) above average

Do.you think that parents should become involved with the educational
process? .

a) no
b) no
c) no

How much more money do you think it will be necessary to spend to
determine whether or not parents want their children educated?

a) lots more’
b) a bunch more
¢) all of the above
How many more surveys and surveyors should we have?

a) 3
b) 6
c) 9

Do you think teachers should be responsible for teaching?
a) no ‘
b) unsure
¢) probably not

Do you think the school board fairly represents parents when they
bargain with the teachers' union? :

a) always
b) of course
c) you bet
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Some parents have suggested that the schools adopt a hot lunch program.
There are different types of hot lunch programs. One type of hot lunch
‘usually includes a glutenous tepid mass, Type A. This type is the most
nutritious but some children don't eat the meal. We'll call this type

of hot lunch the Traditional Frozen lunch. Another type of hot lunch

is a limited hot lunch of warm baloney between two pieces of wet tepid
bread, Type B. We!ll call this type of hot lunch the limited palatability
lunch, ’ .. ) . .

Which type of lunch do you prefer?
a) traditional frozen lunch
b) limited palatability lunch
¢) out-to-lunch

How much of a kickback do teachers get for selling Arrow books. and
posters in the classroom?

a) 10%
b) 20% . - ;
c) 30%

Finally, we would like a little background information.
How.many people are paid for working on this survey?

What are the salaries of the various people on the survey? (Refer to
people as numbers; do not give their names.)

O0f all of the people working on the survey, how many are teachers?

- How many used to be teachers?

How many have some connécﬁion with schools either past or present?

How many live in the Fairbanks area?

What are the normal occupations of the individualé on the survey?

How many were unemployed before joining the survey?

What is the highest grade reached by each person involved in the survey?
The sex distribution of the people working for the survey?

What is the religious affiliation of your grandparents?

Going back four generations, list the occupations of all of your relatives,
and indicate the highest grade of schooling completed.

I hope that you find this survey as helpful as the one you sent me. I you

~have any further comments not covered above, please jot them on the back of
a used envelope and enclose with the completed questionaire.

THANK YOU!





