
WE NEED YOUR INVOLV EM ENT fN PLANNI N G FOR OUR SCHOOL S 

CQ;',1\!UNITY QUE STION NAIRE 

The pur pose o -f thi s form is to Hive you th e o ppor tunity t o exp ress y our opinion s on th e subjec t of educ at io n in th e 

Fa irb an ks No r th St ar Borou gh Sch oo l Dis tr ic t. Co mmunity input will be co mpiled into a su rvey w h ich v,ill b ci 

admini s tered by t~ r Com m unity Su rvey TP.am . Th e rf!~ult s of th e surve y will be p rese n ted to th e Schoo l ll oa rd to rn,,ke 

th em mo rn c1ware of, a11d respon sive to th e nee ds :111r.l des ires of th e commun ity . 

Please comp lete this form and either return it to school with your child 
by Novemb er 22 or drop it in any p ick-up box displaved in various super­
markets and malls throughout town by No vember 25, 1978. 

If you w ish to di scuss t his furth~ir o r huve ,my qu estion, p lease fe e l free to cont:ict any of the members of th e Surv ey 

T~~~:::. Yc u ·,-,,;:! f ine! ~he na1nes 3nd tciepho ne nu rnb~r; on ~h ~ :Jack o f th i:> fa rm. 

Ar eas which you mc1y w ish to co nsider minht inc lud e : Curr iculum, Ad mini s tra tio n, Tc,,chers, Stud ent s, Faci lit ies, 

Hea lt h/We:fa, e, ~ udye ts, o r Adu lt Edu c3 tion . C:J ;,e:~ :;;el !ir:j t~d t? th ese S~!bj~cts. 

WE WA NT TO KNOW YOUR SPEC/A !_ CONCERNS · 

What do you c urrent ly see as st rengti, ; of the sc hoo l ri' 

What do yo u see as · 
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List new prog rmns you would lik e to see nnd/or pr ese ,. y"ou would like to see ex pand ed . 

WE NEED YOUR NELP IN SETTING PROGRAM PRIORITIES AND DISTRICT GOALS 

Pleas e use th e reverse side for any co mm ent s you w ould lik e to m ake. Use addition al sh ee ts if y o u like. 
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June 19, 1979 

Last Fall a group of parents and interested Fairbanks 
residents were elected to a committee called the "Community 
Survey Team", or "CST" for short. The charter of the CST was 
to, "design a survey tool and with that tool gather data from 
the community about the schools, their curriculam, and 
related programs. They need to gather this information in the 
most objective and expeditious manner possible. Data must be 
gathered by means of an acceptable random sampling method 
chosen by the Team. " 

We recognized that there were two phases to our work: 
first, find out qualitatively what was on the collective mind 
of the community regarding our schools; second, quantitatively 
measure opinion on the major issues called from the first 
phase. For phase one we prepared and distributed to the public 
an open-ended questionnaire. Over 2,500 responses were 
received and are currently on file at the District central 
office. To assimilate this enormous amount of data, we chartered 
a "delimiting subcommittee" whose task it was to take each 
questionnaire, read it, mull its contents, and categorize its 
main themes. This data delimiting was extremely tedious as no 
predefined categories existed -- the taxonomy had to be induct­
ively derived as the questionnaires were reviewed. 

An overwhelming majority of the questionnaires had been 
returned by community members with children currently enrolled 
in school. This fact coupled with the complexity, great cost, 
and perhaps impossibility of scientifically surveying the entire 
community, we elected to randomly sample the parents of school 
age children on a school by school basis. Realizing the 
importance of our efforts to Fairbanks' education, we sought 
professional help in writing, administering, and interpreting 
the survey. With funding provided by the School Board, we 
obtained the services of Dr. Jack ~ruse of the University of 
Alaska's Institute for Social and Economic Research (ISER). A 
CST subcommittee worked with Jack to draft a survey tool. It 
was administered to several test groups to calibrate the 
questions. 

We randomly selected 3,500 borough school children and 
sent the survey to one of their parents. Parents were asked 
to answer the questions with only the selected child in mind. 
In the smaller schools every child was selected; as a school 
got larger, a smaller percentage (down to 20%) of the children 
were selected. (N.B., our final district-wide results were 
weighted to ensure that each school was fairly represented.) 



The survey had two closely related versions: one for 
elementary and one for secondary students. Each one contained 
the following topics: educational preferences, individual 
subject satisfaction and importance, assessment of the special 
education programs, hot lunch preferences and many other topics. 
In addition, the survey results provided information on the 
respondents future moving plans. A sixty percent response rate 
was achieved after two follow-ups. The analysis has been 
tabulated on an overall elementary and secondary school level 
basis, as well as on a school by school basis. 

In accordance with ISER policy, the survey forms and 
original computer data tape will reside in the ISER secure 
storage area as defined in their retention schedule. The 
"qualitative" questionnaire forms and non-identifiable comments 
from the "quantitative" survey forms are being given to the 
District central office so that they can peruse them for ideas, 
attitudes, and problems. 

With the presentation of the data we have gathered, we feel 
we have discharged our duty. We sincerely hope that the work 
we have done over the past nine months comes to life in the 
actions and programs of our school district. Should any question 
arise about how or why or what we have done, please feel free to 
contact us for clarification. It has been our pleasure 
serving the Fairbanks community. 

Community Survey Team 1978 - 1979 

Tom Hassler (Chairman) 
Jack Caldwell (Leadership Team) 
John Patterson (Leadership Team) 
Al Allen 
Ken Barr 
Ruthann Berrian 
Ruth Burnett 
Ed Cridge 
Gail England 
Dan Gorman 

Ann Haltenberger 
Susan Johns 
Glenn Gibson 
Peggy Leroux 
Lloyd Navarro 
Mardee Roth 
Marv Shannon 
Patsy Underwood 
Fred Walton 
Sally Wells 

Dolores Dineen (Facilitator) 

TJH: jh 



DISTRICT-WIDE ELEMENTARY VERSION 

I. Attitudes Toward the Overall Education Program 

The first question was 
Al. tlow we come to our first ouestion. Which :io /Ou ~refer for zour child, 

a NEIGHBORHOOD school like you nave now er a 3AS:C SKILLS ai:ernat1ve 
school? 

l. NEIGHBORHOOD 
SCHOOL 

2. llASIC Si<lLLS 
AL 7£r'J~AT~'/E SCH~:J:. 

S, CO:l 'T 
:<110W 

then we added an OPEN CLASSRCDM ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL as another choice. 
Finally we added a school specializing in the ARI'S and one specializing 
in the SCIENCES, The results are shown in Table A, 

A. Preference 
PREFERENCE 

COMBINATION OF Basic Skill:. Open Cl srm Arts Sciences 

PROGRAM OFFERINGS Neighborhood Alternative Alternative Alternative Alternative 
_S!:bool School Schoo 1 School School 

Neighborhood or Basic .. 

Skills Alternative 70 28 - - -
Neighborhood, Basic 
Skills or Open Clsnn 57 22 19 - -

Neighborhood, Basic 
Skills, Open Clsrm, 

' 
Arts or Sciences 55 20 13 4 5 .... ·-·-- .--

To find out how tolerant the parents were to each type of program 
offered,' we asked 

A4, If your school remained a IIEIGHBORHOOO school, would you rather keep 
your child in the same school or have him or her bussed an extra 
15 minutes to a school offering the program you prefer? 

1, STAY !II 
SAME SCHOOL 

2, BE BUSSED TO 
AllOTHER SCHOOL 

8. 00'.l'T 
KIIO,i 

Don't 
Know 

2 

2 

3 

This question was then asked about each type of Alternative School 
with the results shown in Table B. 

B. Tolerance of Other Proqrams 

':'100% 

=100% . 

=100% 

If the school your child is attending was designated as one of the above, 

(N) 

(1234) 

(1229) 

(1207) 

would you rather keep you child in the same school or have him or her bussed 
an extra 15 minutes to a school offering the program you prefer? 

' DESIGUATED SCHOOL PROGRAM 
Basic Skills Open Clsnn Arts , Sdences I Neighborhood Alternative Alternative Alternative Al ternativ~ 

PARENT CHOICE School School School School School 

Stay in same school 72 63 43 32 39 
Bus to another school 25 31 50 59 49 
Don't know 3 6 ,7 '9 12 

100 100 100 100 100 
(N) (1238) (1235) (1234) (1230) (1234) 
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Table C is a canbination of Tables A and B, 

. 
c. Preference Compared to Tolerance 
Percent of parents with given preference who would keep their child in 
same school, assuminq different proqram desiqnations. 

PREFERENCE 
Basic Skills Open Clsrm Arts , Sciences PROGRAM Neighborhood A Tterna ti ve Alternative Alternative Alternative 

DESIGNATION School School School School School 

Neighborhood 45 42 53 41 
Basic Skills 59 46 57 61 
Open Clsrm 38 21 58 52 
Arts 33 . 15 31 38 
Sciences 41 25 30 48 

(N) (666) (230) (155) (50) (72) 

For ex.ample: 
Of those parents who prefer a Basic Skills Alternative School, 45°/0 
VJOuld keep their child in a Neighborhood School rather than bus 
them an additional 15 minutes to a Basic Skills School, If their 
Neighborhood School became an Arts Alternative School, \S0/o would 
keep their child there rather than bus them to the school of their 
choice. 

Our last question regarding curriculum preference was 

A9. Finally, suppose your child's school combined a ~IE!GHCORHOOD school 
aiiproach with anotller scnool program. Son:e classrooms would ~e run 
as ALTERrlAT!'IE classrooms. 'ilhich type of alternative classroom t1ould 
you prefer to have in your school? 

• tiAS!C SKILL 2. OPEN 3. ARTS l4. scrrncc:s l 8, sON'T 
CLASSROOM CLASSROOM Cli\SSROOM L cvssROOM ~,:r;w , 

and the results are on Table D . . 

D. Preference for Alternative Classrc0ms 
PREFERENCE 

Basic Skills Open Clsrm Arts Science 
Alternative Alternative Alternative Alternative 

School School School School 
Don't 
Kn0'1t 

the 

Don1 t 
Know 

75 
60 
41 
27 
24 

(34) 

(1'!) 

56 23 7 11 3 =100% (1188) 
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• 

II. Current and Preferred Subject Emphasis 

CURRENT 

2 
1 Other 

Basic Academic 
Ski 11 s Subjects 

Current Percentage 43 23 

Preferred Percentage 45 24 

Desired Change +2 +1 

III. Assessment of the Educational Program 

A. Overall Assessment 
Very good 
Good 
Both good and bad 
Bad 
Very Bad 

(N) 

31 
46 
22 

1 

100% 
(1226) 

· - .. PREFERRED 

SUBJECT 
3 4 

Physical Arts 
Education Instruction jN) 

15 17 (945) 

15 16 = 100% (1154) 

-1 
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B •. Detailed Evaluations ( ranked from most to least satisfied for elementary · 
schools as a whole) 

·-
SATISFACTICN 

5 3 1 

MEAN 
Needs Not at all Not Don't 

SUBJECT OR ACTIVITY (N) Satisfied Iroprovanent Satisfied Offered Knew 

- -·· 

Kindergarten (1097) 4,7 58 6 3 5 28 I (1198) Reading I 4.4 70 23 4 2 1 
Spelling, Grammar- (1190) 4.4 68 24 4 2 2 
Swimming (1177) 4.4 57 17 4 16 6 
Social Studies (1175) 4.4 56 20 3 7 14 
Health Education (1177) 4.3 58 22 3 4 13 
Physical Education (1183) 4.3 66 24 4 1 5 
Math (1196) 4.3 70 23 5 1 1 
Music (1179) 4.3 64 19 5 3 9 
Pre-Kindergarten Ed (1045) 4.2 13 3 2 36 46 
Handwriting (1197) 4.2 62 29 6 1 2 
Art (1181) 4,1 56 22 7 4 11 
Science (1173) 4.1 48 25 4 8 15 
Outdoor Education (1156) 4.0 30 15 5 24 26 
Bilingual Education (1121) 3,7 8 4 3 51 34 
Foreign Langua~e (1142) 3,5 5 3 3 75 14 -••-u-••·•·---

----· - --- .. ,--------~ 
~ 

c. Detailed Assessment ·of Importance (ranked from most to least 
for alementary schools as a whole) 

important 

L',lfQRl'A'CE 
5 4 3 2 1 

Fxtrarely Vecy Sanewhat Xot Ver; Xot at all 

SUBJECT OR ACTIVITY (N) MEAi~ Importanl: Important Irr.port ant Important Important 

---- .. -· 

Reading (1200) 4,9 92 7 1 -- --Math (1194) 4.8 83 16 1 -- --
Spelling, Grammar (1195) 4.8 79 20 1 ' -- --
Kindergarten (1049) 4.3 56 27 10 2 5 
Handwriting (1195) 4.1 35 42 22 1 --
Science (1159) 4,1 32 43 23 2 --
Health (1163) 4.0 31 44 22 3 --
Physical Education (1175) 4.0 28 45 23 4 --
Social Studies (1170) 3,9 26 45 27 2 -
Swimming (1168) 3.5 17 33 39 9 2 
Music (1166) 3.4 9 32 48 10 1 
Art (1171) 3.3 8 31 47 13 1 
Outdoor Education (1112) 3.3 10 29 44 14 3 
Pre-Kindergarten Ed(985) · 3.2 22 19 29 16 14 
Foreign Language (1094) 2,7 4 13 40 33 10 
Bilingual Educatio~l003) 2,5 6 10 33 28 23 

----------~"=----
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__ o_. _R_a_n_k ,_· n_g_o_f _s_u_b_j_e_c t_s_a_n_d _A_c_t_i.....:v ....ii t.....:i~e_s_f r_o_m_L_e_as_t_s_a_t _i s_f_i_e_d_a_n_d...,..,..,.,M .... o s,,....t __ I_m ___ ~_ o-,r··.t. 'an~ . to Most Satisfied and Least Important __ 
INDEX 

SUBJECT Ok ACTIVITY VALUE ~NJ 
Least Satisfied/Most Important 

Most Satisfied/Least Important 

Math 
Spelling 
Reading 
Science 
Handwriting 
Health 
Social Studies 
Physical Education 
Kindergarten 
Foreign Language 
Outdoor Education 
Bilingual Education 
Pre-Kindergarten Ed. 
Art 
Swimming 
Music 

3.3 
3,3 
3.3 
3.2 
3.2 
3.1 
3.1 
3.1 
3.1 
3,0 
3.0 
3.0 
3.0 
2,8 
2.8 
2.7 

(1152) 
(1126) 
(1157) 
( 887) 
(1145) 
( 937) 
( 917) 
(1094) 
( 702) 
( 119) 
( 586) 
( 144) 
( 187) 
( 995) 
( 899) 
(1006) 

Note: The index has been constructed by ccmbining measures of dissatisfaction 
and importance for a given subject or activity. 

N equals the number of responses used to get each index value. If a 
respondant answered "not offered'·' or "don't know'' for a particular 
subject, their response was not included in the computation of the index 
value for that subject, 
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• 

IV. Special Education 

A. Familiarity with Special Education Program 

Does parent 
Yes 
Not sure 
No 

(N) 

know an exceptional 
72 

9 
19 

100% 

(1242) 

child? 

Does child have a friend who is an exceptional child? 
Yes 
Not sure 
No 

52 
30 
18 

100% 

(N) (1234) 

i_I s_c_h_il_a_._n_o_w_i_n_a_s..J.p_e_c_ia_l_e_d u_c_a_t_i _o"n__,_p_r_og_r_a_m? ________ _ 
Yes 27 
Not sure 5 
No 68 

100% 

(N) (1223) 

How child is exceptional 
Mentally retarded 1 
Learning disability or in remedial program 27 
Emotionally disturbed 
Orthopedical or physical handicap 1 
Conmuni cat i ve disability 13 
Visual impairment 1 
Health impairment 
Hearing impairment 1 
Deaf 
Gifted 43 
Unsure 5 
Language problem 1 
Other 7 

10<:fh 

(N) (355) 

I 



-7-

B. Assessments of the Speciai Education Proqram 

Exceptional children are being placed 
in regular classrooms 

Too early 
At the right time 
Not soon enough 
Don't know 

Perception of how well exceptional 
children get along w/other children 

Very well 
Pretty well 
Some problems 
Many problems 
Don't know 

Perception of how good a job special 
education teachers are doing 

Very good 
Good 
Both good and bad 
Bad 
Very bad 
Don't know 

Perception of how good a job regular 
classroom teachers are doing to meet 
the needs of exceptional children 

Very good 
Good 
Both good and bad 
Bad 
Very bad 
Don't know 

Perception of how well school is 
meeting the needs of exceptional 
children . 

Very yood 
Good 
Both good and bad 
Bad 
Very bad 
Don't know 

(N) 

Parents w/Child Parents w/Child 
1n Gifted in Other Other A 11 

Talented Now Spec Ed Now Parents Parents 

4% 
37 
7 

52 
100% 

28% 
34 
17 
4 

17 
l 00% 

32% 
33 
21 
2 
1 

11 
l 00% 

14% 
37 
31 
2 
l 

15 
100% 

24% 
41 
22 

2 
l 

10 
100% 

. (148) 

3% 
32 
8 

57 
100% 

23% 
25 
29 

2 
21 

100% 

36% 
34 
19 
l 
1 
9 

100% 

15% 
35 
31 
4 
1 

14 
100% 

25% 
35 
25 
1 
1 

13 
100% 
(207) 

3% 
18 
6 

73 
100% 

8% 
26 
24 
2 

40 
100%. 

13% 
23 
11 
1 
0 

52 
108% 

70/ 
/0 

19 
20 

2 
1 

51 
100% 

10% 
22 
16 
2 
1 

49 
100% 

3% 
22 

7 
68 

100% 

13% 
27 
24 

2 
34 

100% 

19% 
26 
13 

l 
l 

40 
l 00% 

9% 
23 
23 

3 
l 

41 
100% 

14% 
26 
18 
2 
1 

39 
l 00% 

(880) (1235) 
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·v. Selected Issues 

I A. Evaluation of How Well School, Teachers and Administrators are Com-
municating with Par~nts I 

(N) 
Very Both Good Very 
Good Good and Bad Bad Bad 

Child's teachers (1235) 47 34 14 4 1 = l 00"/o 
School's principal (1205) 32 41 19 6 2 = 100% 
District's central office (1132) 9 29 38 17 7 = 100% 
School Board (1142) 8 27 37 17 11 = 100% 

B. Perception of Equity in School Budget Allocation: child's school versus 
other schools 

More than a fair share 
Fair share 
Less than a fair share 
Don 1t know 

1 
26 
12 
61 

100% 

. (N) (1234) 

C. Assessment of Adequacy of Information Given to Parents about how School 
Budget is Allocated 

Adequate 12 
Inadequate 88 

100% 
(N) . (1228) 

D. Assessment of Importance 
Extremely important 
Very important 
Moderately important 
Not very important 
Not at all important 
Don I f. know 

of School Boundary Issue 

20 
26 
25 

8 
2 

19 
100% 
(1226) 

/ 



E. Hot Lunch Preferences 

No lunch served 
Traditional hot lunch 
Limited hot lunch 
Don1t know 

(N) 

F. Evaluation of Teachers 
Should parents be asked to 

Yes 
Not sure 
No 

(N) 

Should students be asked to 
Yes 
Not sure 
No 

(N) 

Should parents be asked to 
Yes 
Not sure 
No 

(N) 

G. Testinq Policy 

-9-

17 
33 
48 

2 : 
100% 
(1232) 

and Princi pa 1 s 
take part in the evaluation of teachers? 

54 
24 
22 

l 00% 

(1244) 

take part in the evaluation of teachers? 
38 
21 
41 

100% 
(1248) 

take part 
51 
26 
23 

100% 

(1247) 

in the evaluation of school principals? 

Should teachers be responsible for 
testing be used, or both? 

passing child to next grade or should 

Teachers only 
Testing only 
Both teachers & testing 
Don I t know 

(N) 

8-
3 

88 
1 

100% 

(1244) 
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H. Grade Grouping Preference 

K-6 K-6 K-5 
7-8 7-9 6-8 K-6 Don't 
9-12 10-12 . 9-12 7-12 Know 

32 40 15 3 10 

(N) (1196) 

I. Satisfaction with Current Attendance Policy in the School District 

Yes 
No 
Don't know what policy is 

(N) 

47 
19 
34 

100% 

(1235) 

J. Assessment of Importance of Tenure Issue 

Extremely important 
Very important 
Moderately important 
Not very important 
Not at all important 
Don I t knmv 

(N) 

14 
24 
18 

3 
2 

39 
100% 

(1197) 

= 100% 
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VI. Background Information 

A. Moving Plans (N) 

Plans to Move within Fairbanks Area 
Within the next 6 months 6 
Within the next 2 years 5 
Sometime in the future 10 
No plans to move 79 

I TI)(J% (1198) 

Area Planning to Move to 
. - . - Richardson ·---· ·····-·-· . -----· - --. . -· 

3 
Steese 4 
Chena Hot Springs Road 5 
Nenana Hwy 2 
Goldstream 1 
Chena Ridge 5 
Farmers Loop 7 
University area 19 
Rura 1-genera 1 8 
Urban-general 13 
North Pole 11 
Same area 11 
College 1 
Unsure 10 

100% (210) 

Plans· to Move from Fairbanks Area 
Within the next 6 months 9 
Within the next 2 years 12 
Sometime in the future 20 
No pl ans to move 59 

100% (1222) 
. .. 



ELEMENTARY SCHOOL VERSION 

COMMUNITY 
SURVEY 
TEAM 

FAIRHANKS 
SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 

WINTER 1979 

A SUR,VEY OF PARENTS 
AND OTHER INTERESTED 
FAIRBANKS RESIDENTS 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING QUESTIONNAIRE 

Think of your child when you are completing this -------questionnaire. 

For each question, please mark a large 11X11 over the box that contains the 
answer that best fits your opinion. Please only mark one box for each 
question unless you make a mistake. 

FOR EXAMPLE: 

In what grade is your child? 

IT] [z] 

If you made a mistake and your child is in the 5th grade this year, 
please put an 11X11 over 5 and put an arrow from 4 to 5. 

rn m rn ~~ rn ~ 

(office use only) 
1. Int. No. _____ _ 
2. Ueck No. 01 
3. Date __ _ 
4. Type _ 
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SECTION A 

SCHOOL CURRICULUM 

Please read this before answering any questions. 

This first section of the questionnaire is about what happens during your 
child's school day, including activities after class. The school day is 
divided into meeting educational needs and other needs. 

EDUCATIONAL NEEDS include: 

e BASIC SKILLS 

e OTHER ACADEMIC SUBJECTS 

o PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

t ARTS INSTRUCT ION 

OTHER NEEDS include: 

t SPECIAL ACTIVITIES 

o SPECIAL EVENTS 

e SPECIAL EDUCATION 

• HEALTH AND SAFETY 

Examples 
(reading, math, composition) 

(science, social studies) 

(tumbling, running) 

(music, crafts, draffia, drawing) 

(band, basketball) 

(assemblies, fairs) 

(reading help, speech) 

(swimming, fire prevention) 

Right now, your school is trying to meet all these needs. It is being asked 
to meet other needs as well. Some people think that important needs are not 
being met as well as they should be. Other people think that some needs are 
not being met at all. Still others think that each school should keep trying 
to meet many different needs, so there can be a wide mix of student interests 
and opportunities. 

One choice, then, is to keep trying to meet as many educational needs and 
other needs as possible in each school. Under this choice it will not be 
possible to meet all educational and other needs as well as we might like 
to. Yet, children from the same area would attend one school, with bussing 
kept at a minimum, We'll call schools using this approach NEIGHBORHOOD 
SCHOOLS. 
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Another choice is to have some schools in the district try to concentrate 
on meeting a smaller number of educational needs. Every school would still 
include a core program in the basic skill , but some schools would offer a 
special educational program. These schools are often called ALTERNATIVE SCHOOLS. 

Some parents support the idea of a BASIC SKILLS or 3 Rs alternative school. 
This type of alternative school would spend more time than other schools on 
direct instruction in reading, composition, and math. Students would be 
taught mostlJ· as a group. Teac would i r making sure 
that each student learned the required subject mate al. Discipline is 
also important to many parents who favor this approacn. 

Al. Now we come to our first question. Which do you prefer for ,tour chi lg, 
a NEIGHBORHOOD school like you have now or a BASIC SKILLS alternative 
school? 

1. NEIGHBORHOOD 
SCHOOL 

2. 8ASIC SKILLS 
ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL 

s, DON1T 
Ki~OW 

Some parents would like to see another type of alternative school. They 
prefer a school which lets each student learn at a speed that matches the 
student's ability. Many parents who favor this approach like the idea of 
keeping the school day unstructured so that a student can choose what he 
or she wants to study. Teachers spend more time on individual instruction 
and less time on uroup instruction. Classrooms using this approach are 
often called OPEN CLASSROOMS. 

A2. Which do you prefer for your child? 

l. NEIGHBORHOOD 
SCHOOL 

2. BASIC SKILLS 
ALTERNATIVE 
SCHOOL 

~PEN CLASSROOMl 
I ALTERNATIVE J I SCHOOL --

8. DON'T 
KN0\4 

Another possible type of alternative school would have more classes in the 
ARTS. An alternative school concentrating on the SCIENCES is also possible. 

A3. Which do you prefer for r child? 

1. NEIGH80RH00u 2, BASIC SKI '3. OPEN CLASSROOM 
SCHOOL AL TERNATI ALTERNATIVE 

SCHOOL SCHOOL 

4. ARTS ALTERNATIVE 5. SCIENCES 8. DON'T 
SCHOOL ALTERNATIVE KNOW 

SCHOOL 
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A4. If your school remained a NEIGHBORHOOD school. would you rather keep 
your child in the same school or have him or her bussed an extra 
15 minutes to a school offering the program you prefer? 

1. STAY IN 
SAME SCHOOL 

2. BE BUSSED TO 
AIWTHER SCHOOL 

AS. Which would you choose if your school became a BASIC SKILLS al t ve 
school. Would you rather keep your child in the same school or have him 
or her bussed an extra 15 minutes to a school offering the program you 
prefer? 

1. STAY IN 
SAME SCHOOL 

2. BE BUSSED TO 
AtWTHER SCHOOL 

A6. Which would you choose if your school became an OPEN CLASSROOM alternative 
school? Would you rather keep your child in the same school or have 
him or her bussed an extra 15 minutes to a school offering the program 
you prefer? 

1. STAY IN 
SAME SCHOOL 

2. BE BUSSED TO 
ANOTHER SCHOOL 

A7. Which would you vhoose if your school became an ARTS alternative 
school? Would you rather keep your child in the same school or have 
him or her bussed an extra 15 minutes to a school offering the program 
you prefer? 

1. STAY IN 
SAME SCHOOL 

2. BE BUSSED TO 
AtWTHER SCHOOL 

'T 
KNOvJ 

AB. Which would you choose if your school became a SCIENCE alternative 
school? Would you rather keep your child 1·n the same school or have him 
or her bussed an extra 15 minutes to a school offering the program you 
prefer? 

l. STAY IN 
SAME SCHOOL 

2. BE BUSSEorol 
AfWTHER S~ 

A9. Finally, suppose your child's school combined a NEIGHBORHOOD school 
approach with another school program. Some classrooms would be run 
as ALTERNATIVE classrooms. Which type of alternative classroom would 
you prefer to have in your school? 

. BASIC SKILL 
CLASSROOM 

2. OPEN 
CLASSROOM 

3. ARTS -1 14.scrENCES l 
CLASSRQQlil Ll;LASSROOM_J 

8, DON'T 
KNOW 
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AlO. We would also like to know how much time you would like your school 
to spend on: 

(1) BASIC SKILLS 
(2) OTHER ACADEMIC SUBJECTS 
(3) PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
(4) ARTS INSTRUCTION 

Examples 
(reading, math, composition) 
(science, social studies) 
(tumbling, running) 
(music, crafts, drama, drawing) 

Divide up the pie chart below to show how much time you would like to see 
spent on each educational need in your child 1 s class. The pie represents 
100 percent of the time spent on instruction, or about 5 hours. The smallest 
11slice 11 of the pie is 5 percent of the school day, or about 15 minutes. Put 
the number (1, 2, 3, or 4) of the educational need listed above that fits each 
11slice 11 of the pie that you make. 

(office use only) 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
' 

YOUR PREFERENCE 
FOR YOUR CHILD1S CLASS 

All. Now divide up the next pie chart (below) to show how much time you 
think is now being spent on each educational need in your child 1 s class. 

(office use only) 

1. 
2~ 

3. 

4. 

_,,_.. 
\ 
\ 

I--

/ -----~ 
S !TUA TI ON NOW 

•, IN YOUR CHILDTsCLASS 



Al2. Overall, how good a job do you think your school is doing to meet 
your child's educational needs? 

1. VERY 
GOOD 

3. BOTH GOOD 
AND BAD 

5. VERY 
BAD 

A13. In this next series of questions we would like to learn how satisfied 
you are with spec~fic subjects and activities in your child 1 s class now. 
We would also like to know how important you t'hink each of these subjects 
and activities is to your child's education. 

For each subject or activity, please 11X11 the box that best fits how 
satisfied you are. Mark the 11Not Offered" or 11Don1 t Know" box if you 
prefer. 

Then please 11X11 the box that best fits how imeortant you 
subject or activity is to your child's edu.:o"':ion. 

SATISFACTION 

SUBJECT OR Needs Some Not at all 
ACTIVITY Satisfied Imerovement Satisfied 

a. Reading w [TI [TI 
b. Spelling, Granmar w GJ [iJ 
c. Handwriting w GJ uJ 
d. Math w [u IT] 
e. Social Studies w GJ w 
f. Science w GJ [iJ 
g. Health Education w GJ [iJ 
h. Foreign Language [I] Cu IT] 
i. Physical Education w GJ w 

(except after school) 

j. Swimming [I] [i:J IT] 
k. Outdoor Education 5J GJ w 
l. Art 5J [TI [] 
m. Music Ci] [] [TI 
n. Bilingual Education 5J [] [] 
o. Kindergarten lu [] [] 
p. Pre-Kindergarten GJ [zJ [iJ Education 

(office use only) 
return to top of column #2 

Not Don't Extremely 
Offered Know Imeortant 

0 lil (i1 
[zJ [iJ Ii] 
GJ [a] (] 
[u ~ [J 
[u [i] [] 
0 [uJ [] 
[u [a] [§] 

[] ~ El 
[u [i] Ii] 

[] [i] [] 
[iJ w [] 
[] w III 
[] Ii) [] 
[) [i] [] 

~ ["J [] 

[L] El GJ 

Very 
Imeortant 

111 
m 
m 
[] 
[] 
[] 
[] 
II] 
[] 

[!] 
[] 
[!] 
II] 
[] 
[] 

[J 

feel the 

IMPORTANCE 

Somewhat Not Very 
Imeortant Imeortant 

w w 
w Cu 
w w 
w !TI 
II] [] 
II] [] 
II] [] 
II] [] 
II] [] 

[!] ~ 
II] [] 
[!] ~ 
0 [] 
0 [] 
0 [] 

[i] [iJ 

Not at all 
Important 

[j] 
[iJ 
[iJ 
[iJ 
[] 
IT] 
IT] 
IT] 
IT] 

ID 
[] 
IT] 
IT] 
I!] 
I!] 

[iJ 



7 

SECTION B 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 

The education of children with special needs is an important part of the 
school district's responsibilities. Children with special needs include 
those with hearing problems, learning disabilities, speech difficulties and 
children who are gifted. Children with special needs are referred to as 
EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. Many special education needs are addressed in the 
regular classrooms of each school. In fact, federal laws require schools to 
try to meet the needs of exceptional children in regular classrooms. 

About one out of every five children in the district is exceptional in 
some way. The special education program is clearly important to these 
children and to their parents. The special education program is important 
to other children and their parents because many special education needs are 
addressed in regular classrooms. This is why we are asking everyone questions 
about special education. 

Bl. First of all, do you know an EXCEPTIONAL CHILD as we talked about above? 

I 1. YES! 3. NOT SURE I 5. NO 

B2. Do~s .tQ.ur child have a friend who is an EXCEPTIONAL CHILD? 

I 1. YES I I 3. NOT SURE 5. NO 

B3. Have you ever given permission for your child to take part 
in a special education program? 

l 1. YES I j 3. NOT SURE [5. NO 

B4. Is your child in a special education program in your school 

1. YES I 3. NOT SURE j 

~ 
now·? 

85. In what way is tour c.l1ild exceptional? GO TO Q136 
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B6. Do you think EXCEPTIONAL CHILO!{l:.ii are being placed in regular classrooms 
in your school: 

11. TOO EARL y 
1 

2. AT THE RIGHT 
TIME 

3. NOT SOON 
ENOUGH 

I 8. DON'T 
KNOW 

B7. How well do you think EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN get along with other 
children in your school? 

l. VERY 12. PRETTY I • THERE ARE 4, THERE ARE 8. DON I T 
WELL . WELL _ M PROBLEM MANY PROBLEMS KNm~ 

B8. How good a job do you think the special education teachers are dging? 

1. VERY 
GOOD 

BOTH GOOD 
AND BAD 

5. VERY 
BAD 

B9. How good a job <lo you think the reqular classroom teachers are d9ing 
to meet the needs of EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN? 

1. VERY 
GOOD 

3. BOTH GOOD 
AND BAD 

5. VERY 
BAD 

8. OON 'T 
KNOW 

BlO. How good a job do you think your school is doing to meet the needs 
of EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN? 

1. VERY 
GOOD 

3. BOTH GOOD ~ 
AND_ BAD l___J 

5. VERY 
BAD 
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C6. Which of the following grade groupings do you prefer for .z:'.OUr Child? 

1. K-6 2, K-6 3. K-5 

~ 
8. DON'T 

7-8 7-9 6-8 KNOW 
9-12 l 0-12 9-12 

2 

C7. Are you satisfied with the current attendance policy in the school 
district? 

I l. YES I 8. I DON 'T KNOW 
WHAT IT IS 

CB. Do you thinkyourchild's school gets a fair share of the money in the 
school budget, more than a fair share, or less than a fair share? 

1. FAIR 
SHARE 

2. MORE THAN A 
FAIR SHARE 

3. LESS THAN A 
FAIR SHARE 

8. DON'T 
KNOW 

C9. Do you think you know as much as you need to about how money in the 
school budget is divided among the schools? 

j1. YES j j 5, NO I 

ClO. How important do you think the school boundary issue is? 

l. EXTREMELY 2. VERY . MODERATELY 4. NOT VERY 5. NOT AT ALL 8. DON'T 
IMPORT/\tlT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPOR AiH IMPOR ANT KNO\~ 

Cll. How important is the tenure issue? 

1. EXTREMELY 2. VERY • MODERATELY 4. NOT VERY 5. NOT AT ALL 8. DON'T 
IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPOR AiH IMPORTANT KNOW 
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SECTION C 

SELECTED ISSUES 

Cl. Now we would like to ask a few questions that cover several different 
issues. How good a job do you think each of the fo11owing people or 
groups are doing in letting you know about their school activities? 

VERY BOTH GOOD VERY 
ACTIVITIES OF: GOOD GOOD AND BAD BAD BAD 

a. your child's teacher(s) [J 0 w GJ ~ 
b. your school's principal IT] w 0 [3J IT] 
c. the District's central OJ 0 [I] [!] ~ office 

d. the School Board [jJ ~ w [D (I] 

C2. Do you think parents should be asked to take part in the evaluation of 
teachers? 

I 1. YES j I 
1 3. NOT SURE [ 5. NO j 

C3. Do you think students should be asked to take part in the evaluation 
of teachers? 

I 1. YES I I 3. NOT SURE I 5. NO 

C4. Do you think parents should be asked to take part in the evaluation 
of school principals? 

j 3. NOT SURE I 5. NO 

CS. Do you think teachers should be responsible for passing your child 
to the next grade, or that testing should be used, or both? 

1 • TEACHERS I 
ONLY _ 

2. TESTING 
ONLY 

3. BOTH TEACHERS 
AND TESTING 

8. DON'T 
KNOW 
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C12. Some parents in the school district would like to see a hot lunch 
program started. Some other parents feel that the time and effort 
required to provide a hot lunch will take away from school educational 
activities. 

There are different types of hot ~unch programs. One type of hot lunch 
usually includes a meat, vegetable and potato (a type 11A11 lunch). This 
type is the most nutritious but some children don't eat the meal. We'll 
call this type of hot lunch the TRADITIONAL HOT LUNCH. 

Another type of hot lunch is a limited hot lunch of soup, 
salad and/or sandwich (a type 11811 lunch). We'll call this type of 
hot lunch LIMITED HOT LUNCH. 

Which type of hot lunch, if any, do you ~refer? 

1. NO LUNCH 
SERVED 

2. TRADITIONAL 
HOT LUNCH 

4. LIMITED 
HOT LUNCH 

8. DON'T 
KNOW 
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SECTION D 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

finally, we would like a little background information. 

D1. Please list the ages of all your children, starting with your youngest 
child. If they are attending school now, please list the name of the 
school and grade. Also,please put an 11X11 on the line that shows your 
child for this survey. 

CHILD'S CHILD'S SCHOOL CHILD'S YOUR I 
AGE ( if any) GRADE CHILD 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

D2. Do you have any plans to move to another house or apartment .i.Q_ the Fairbanks area: 

1. WITHIN THE 2. WIT HIN THE 3. SOMETIME IN 
NEXT 6 MONTHS NEXT 2 YEARS THE FUTURE 

J; ~ L 
D3. What part of town would you be most likely to move to? 

D4. Do you have any plans to move from the Fairbanks area: 

1. WITHIN THE 
NEXT 6 MONTHS 

2. WITHIN .THE 
NEXT 2 YEARS 

3. SOME TI ME rn 
THE FUTURE 

4 I HAVE NO 
PLANS TO MOVE 

4. .I HAVE NO 
PLANS TO MOVE 

D5. How many months or years have you lived in the Fairbanks area? 

(months) or (years) -------- ----------
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06. Are you currently employed, unemployed, a homemaker, retired, a student, 
,or what? 

!1. EMPLOYED! j 2. UNEMPLOYED I j3. HOMEMAKER] j 4. RETIRED 11 s. STUDENT I j?. ornrn! 

D7. If you are employed or if you have worked for pay in the last twelve 
months, what is your main occupation? ------------

00. What is the highest grade of school or year of college you completed? 

GRADES OF SCHOOL COLLEGE 

09. If you are married, what is the highest grade or year of college your 
spouse completed? 

GRADES OF SCHOOL COLLEGE 

010. If you are married and your spouse is either working or looking for work, 
what is his or her main occupation? ---------------

Dll. What is your sex? 

1. MALE 2. FEMALE 

012. Please write here any concerns you have about your school or the 
school district. Use the back side of this page if needed. 

THAr~K YOU! 



T 
.J.. 

DISTRICT-WIDE SECO~TIARY i/RBSION 

Attitudes Toward the Overall Education Program 

T'ne first question was 
--- .. ----·-· 

Al. Now we come to our first question. \lhicti do you prefer for vo,Jr cnild, 
a :lE IGHBORHOOD schoo 1 1 i ke you have now or a aAS IC SKILLS a i terna t 1 ve 
school? 

1
1. NEIGHBORHOOD 

' ~l;i<011L __ _. 
lz. 3ASiC SK!L:...S : I ~LTERNATI~E SCHUOLI 

8. DOll'T' 
K1iOW 

then we added a VOCATIONAL ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL as another choice, 
Finally we added a school specializing in the ARI'S and one for students 
planning on going to COLLEGE, The results are shown in Table A. 

A. Preference 
PREFERENCE 

COMB !NAT ION OF Basic Skills Voca tiona I Arts College Prep 
Neighborhood Alternative Alternative A ltern.J ti ve Alternative Don't 

P,ROGRAM OFFERINGS School School School Schoo I School Know 

Neighborhood or Basic 64 33 3 Skills Alternative - - -
Neighborhood, Basic 47 20 31 2 Skills or Vocational - -
Neighborhood, Basic 
Skills, Arts, College 

--27 11 19 3 Prep or Voc~tional 38 2 
.. -

To find out how tolerant the parents were to each type of program 
offered, we asked 

AA. If your school remained a ::EIGHBOrtHOOD school, would you rather keep 

1our child in the same school or have him or her bussed an extra 
5 minutes to a school offering the program you prefer? 

1. STAY IN 
SAME SCHOOL 

2. BE SUSSED TO 
MIOTHB SCHOOL 

a. oou•r 
KNC',1 

This question was then asked about each type of Alternative School 
with the results shown in Table B. 

B. Tolerance of Other Proqrams 

=:=100% 

=100% 

=100% 

If the school your child is attending was designated as one of the above, 

(N) 

(580) 

(567) 

(564) 

would you rather keep you child in the same school or have him or her bussed 
an extra 15 minutes to a school offering the proqram you prefer? 

' DES IGtlATED SCHOOL PROGRA11 
Basic Skills Vocational Arts College Prep 

Neighboi-hood Alternative Alternative Alternative Alternative 
PARENT CHOICE School School Sc,;::iol School School 

Stay in same school 55 47 34 25 62 
Bus to another school 42 48 62 71 34 
Don't know 3 5 4 4 4 

100 100 100 100 100 
(N) (581) (576) (580) (578) (579) 
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Table C is a crobination of Tables A and B, 

C. Preference Compared to Tolerance 
Percent of parents with given preference who would keep their child in 
same school, assuminq different proqram designations. 

PREFERENCE 

PROGRAM Basic Skills Vocational Arts College Prep 
Neighborhood Alternative Alternative Alternative Alternative 

DESIGNATION School School School School School 

Neighborhood 33 35 53 46 
Basic Skills 44 42 40 43 
Vocationa 1 26 28 40 19 
Arts 26 29 23 20 
College Prep 64 33 29 40 

(N) (155) (64) (15) (211) (107) 

For example> 
Of those parents who prefer a Basic Skills Alternative School, 33% 
would keep their child in a Neighborhood School rather than bus 
them an additional 15 minutes to a Basic Skills School. If their 
Neighborhood School became an Arts Alternative School, 29% would 
keep their child there rather than bus them to the school of their 
choice, 

D. 

Our last question regarding curriculum preference was 

A9. Finally, suppose your child's school comllined a ~lEIGHSORHOOD school 
approach with anotner scnool program. Sor..e classrooms •,iould be run 
as ALTERNATIVE classrooms. ilhicn type of alternative classroom would 
you prefer to have in your scnool? 

• llAS IC SKILL 
CLA SROOM 

2. VOCATIONAL 
CLASSROOM 

3. ~.RiS 
:LAS~RCCM 

• COLLEGE PREP 

and the results are on Table D, 

Preference for Alternative Classrooms 
PREFERENCE 

Basic Skills Vocational Arts Co 11 ege Prep 
Alternative Alternative Alternative Alternative 

School School School School 

22 29 3 42 

Don't 
Know 

4 =100% 

the 

Don't 
Know 

51 
36 
18 
33 
36 

(12) 

(N) 

(562) 
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II, ·. Current and Preferred Subject Emphasis 

The next set of tables shows how much time the parents think is now 
being spent on each subject area and how much they wish was being spent. 

CURRENT 

SUBJECT 

1 2 3 
Other 

Basic Academic Physical 
Skills Subjects Education 

Current Percentage 31 25 14 

Preferred Percentage 38 22 12 

Desired Change +7 -3 -2 

III. Assessment of the Educational Program 

A. Overall Assessment 
Very good 
Good 
Both good and bad 
Bad 

i Very Bad 

I (N) 

15 
42 
38 
4 
1 

100% 

(570) 

PREFERRED 

4 5 

Arts Vocational 
Instruction Education 

14 13 

12 16 =100% 

-2 +3 

(N) 
(400) 

(485) 
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B. Detailed Evaluations (ranked from most to leas: satisf1~d for secondary 

schools as a who1e~ 
f SATISFACT!QI 
! 5 3 1 
I Xeeds ~ot at all )lot lxm't 

SUBJECT OR ACTIVITY (N) MEAN Satisfied Improv~nt Satisfied Offered Know 

Swimming ! (507) 4.3 33 8 3 30 26 

Music (519) 4,3 45 14 3 6 32 

Drama (510) 4.3 34 8 4 11 43 

Art (520) 4.3 44 12 5 7 32 

Drivers Education (520) 4.3 36 8 5 25 26 

Physical Education (523) 4.2 62 21 6 2 9 

Social Studies (542) 4.2 63 26 5 1 5 

Sciences (539) 4.2 61 25 7 2 5 
Health 

' 
(518) 4,2 51 19 6 9 15 

Literature ' (539) 4.1 57 26 6 3 8 
Advanced Placement (507) 4.0 21 12 3 18 46 
Mathematics (554) 4.0 58 27 11 1 3 
Outdoor Education (501) 3.9 19 11 4 23 43 
Foreign Language (523) 3.8 30 15 9 16 30 
Vocational Training (531) 3.8 33 18 9 12 28 
Speech, Composition (546) 3.8 50 34 12 0 4 
Agricultural Sci, (506) 3.8 9 8 2 31 50 
3il ingual Education (503) 3.8 12 6 4 23 55 
Computer Training (514) 3.6 10 8 4 32 46 
Counseling (524) 3,3 32 27 22 3 16 

···-- --

~ 

c. Deta i 1 ed Assessment of Lnportance (ranked from most to least important I for secondary schools as a 'tlhole) 
D!RlRTANCE ,~ly 4 3 2 1 

SUBJECT OR ACTIVITY MEA!J 
Very Scmewhat )lot Vecy ,rot at all 

(N) , Important Important Important Important Important 

Composition, Speech(544) 4,7 73 23 3 1 0 
Mathematics (547) 4.6 68 28 4 0 0 
Counseling (518) 4.2 45 35 15 3 2 
Sciences (540) 4.0 31 44 24 1 0 
Social Studies (537) 3,8 23 42 32 3 0 
Literature (531) 3.8 22 40 32 5 1 
Health Education (504) 3.7 22 39 32 6 1 
Vocational Train. J516) 3,7 26 33 31 7 3 
Drivers Education (510) 3.6 27 30 28 9 6 
Advanced Placement(477) 3.6 26 30 28 11 5 
Physical Education(522) ~.4 14 33 37 12 4 
Swimming (505) 3,1 7 24 42 21 6 
Computer Training (497) 3,1 9 23 39 20 9 
Foreign Language (514) 3.0 7 19 48 20 6 
Music (509) 3.0 5 19 50 21 5 
Art (510) 2.9 4 14 54 23 5 

I Outdoor Education (483) 2.8 5 16 46 23 10 
Agricultural Sci, (489)1 2.7 6 13 38 30 13 

I 

Drama (502)1 2.5 3 7 42 39 9 I 

I Bi 1 i ngua 1 Ed~ (462)' 2.4 3 9 35 28 25 I 
i 
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D. Ranking of Subjects and Activities from Least Satisfied and Most Important 
to Most Satisfied and Least Important 

INDl:.X 
SUBJECT OR ACTIVITY. VALlJE (N) 

Least Satisfied/Most Important 
Counseling 3,7 413 
Composition, Speech 3,6 514 
Mathematics 3,5 514 
Advanced Placement 3.3 175 
Vocational Education 3.3 302 
Computer Training 3,3 108 
Sciences 3.2 485 
Literature 3.1 462 
Health Education 3,1 371 
Social Studies 3,0 492 
Drivers Education 3.0 240 
Foreign Language 2,9 263 
Agricultural Sciences 2.9 91 
Outdoor Education 2.9 161 
Physical Education 2.9 453 
Swimming 2.7 217 
Bili ngua 1 Education 2.7 99 
Music 2.6 307 
Art 2,6 306 
Drama 2,4 222 

Most Satisfied/Least Important 

Note: The index has been constructed by canbining measures of dissatisfaction 
and importance for a given subject or activity. 

N equals the number of responses used to get each index value, If a 
respondant answered "not offered'' or '·'don'·t know·' for a particular 
subject, their response was not included. in the canputation of the index 
value for that subject, 
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IV. Special Education 

A. Familiarity with Special Education Program 

Does parent know an 
Yes 
Not sure 
No 

(N) 

exceptional 
66 

9 
25 
100% 

(580) 

child? 

Does child have a friend \'lhO is an exceptional child? 
Yes J38 
Not sure 29 
No 33 

100% 

(N) (578) 

1~ chil~-now in a 
Yes 

special education -program? - -----
11 

Not sure 
No 

(N) 

How child is exceptional 
Mentally retarded 

6 
83 

100% 

(575) 

Learning disability or in remedial program 
Emotionally disturbed 
Orthopedical or physical handicap 
Corrmunicative disability 
Visual impairment 
Health impairment 
Hearing impairment 
Deaf 
Gifted 
Unsure 
Language problem 
Other 

(N) 

1 
46 

4 
1 

37 
6 

5 
100% 

(84) 
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B. Assessments of the Special Education Program 

Exceptional children are being placed 
in regular classrooms 

Too early 
At the right time 
Not soon enough 
Don't know 

Perception of how well exceptional 
children get along w/other children 

Very well 
Pretty well 
Some problems 
Many problems 
Don't know 

Perception of how good a job special 
education teachers are doing 

Very good 
Good 
Both good and bad 
Bad 
Very bad 
Don 1 t know 

-~· ; ..... ·, 

Perception of how good a job regular 
classroom teachers are doing to meet 
the needs of exceptional children 

Very good 
Good 
Both good and bad 
Bad 
Very bad 
Don't know 

Perception of how well school is 
meeting the needs of exceptional 
children 

Very yood 
Good 
Both good and bad 
Bad 
Very bad 
Don't know 

(N) 

Parents w/Chfld Parents w/Chfld. 
1n Gifted in Other Other All 

Talented Now ~pee Ed Now Parents Parents 

0% 
27 

5 
68 

100% 

13% 
46 
29 

0 
12 

100% 

16% 
29 
29 

3 
0 

23 
100% 

l 0% 
32 
32 

6 
0 

20 
l 00% 

19% 
29 
31 

3 
0 

18 
100% 

(34) 

12% 
31 
17 
40 

l 00% 

16% 
35 
20 
11 
18 

l 00% . 

31% 
26 
16 
8 
3 

16 
l 00% 

13% 
13 
54 
8 
3 
9 

100% 

13% 
28 
43 

0 
3 

13 
100% 

(50) 

5% 
13 

6 
76 

100% . 

5% 
22 
27 

3 
43 

100%. 

9% 
21 
15 
1 
1 

53 
100% 

2% 
16 
24 
4 
1 

53 
100% 

5% 
18 
17 

4 
2 

54 
100% 

(480) 

5% 
15 
7 

73 
100% 

7% 
24 
26 

3 
40 

100% 

11% 
22 
16 

l 
l 

49 
100% 

3% 
17 
26 

5 
l 

48 
l 00% 

6% 
19 
20 
4 
2 

49 
100%. 

(564) 
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• 

·v. Selected Issues 

A. Evaluation of How \~ell School, Teachers and Administrators are Com-
municating with Pa,Qnts 

Very Both Good Very 
(N) Good Good and Bad Bad Bad 

Child's teachers (569) 11 31 33 18 7 = 100% 
School's principal (562) 10 33 27 20 10 = 100% 
District's central office (543) 4 24 36 25 11 = 100% 
School Board (542) 3 22 40 21 14 = 100% 

B. Perception of Equity in School Budget Allocation: child's school versus 
other schools 

More than a fair share 
Fair share 
Less than a fair share 
Don't know 

(N) 

2 
31 
13 
54 

100% 

(583) 

C. Assessment of Adequacy of Information Given to Parents about how School 
Budget is Allocated 

Adequate 
Inadequate 

(N) 

12 
88 

100% 
(580) 

D. Assessment of Importance 
Extremely important 
Very important 
Moderately important 
Not very important 
Not at all important 
Don't· know 

(N) 

of School Boundary Issue 

21 
27 
27 
10 

3 
12 

100% 

(581) 



E. Hot Lunch Preferences 
No lunch served 
Traditional hot lunch 

I Fast-food hot lunch 
Limited hot lunch 
Don't know 

_(N) 

F. Evaluation of Teachers 
Should parents be asked to 

Yes 
Not sure 
No 

(N) 

Should students be asked to 
Yes 
Not sure 
No 

(N) 

Should ea rents be asked to 
Yes 
Not sure 
No 

(N) 

G. Testinq Policy 
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.. 

16 
17 
44 
20 

3. 
100% 

(570) 

and Principals 
take eart in the evaluation of teachers? 

54 
23 
23 

100% 

(584) 

take eart in the evaluation of teachers? 
52 
18 
30 

100% 
(584) 

take eart in the evaluation of school princieals? 
56 
24 
20 

l 00% 
(583) 

Should teachers be responsible 
testing be used, or both? 

for passing child to next grade or should 

Teachers only 
Testing only 
Both teachers & testing 
Don I t know 

(N) 

4 
8 

87 
1 

l 00% 

(588) 
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f H' 
Grade Grouping Preference 

K-6 K-6 K-5 
7-8 7-9 6-8 K-6 Don't 
9-12 l 0-12 9-12 7-12 Know 

40 33 13 4 10 
(N) (561) 

I. Satisfaction with Current Attendance Policy in the School District 

Yes 
No 
Don't know what policy is 

(N) 

44 
42 
14 

100% 

(577) 

J. Assessment of Importance of Tenure Issue 

Extremely important 
Very important 
Moderately important 
Not very important 
Not at all important 
Don't know 

(N) 

18 
23 
20 
6 
4 

29 

100% 

(558) 

= 100% 
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Vl. Background Information 

A. Moving Plans 

Plans to Move within Fairbanks Area 
Within the next 6 months 
Within the next 2 years 
Sometime in the future 
No plans to move 

Area Planning to Move to 
Richardson 
Steese 
Chena Hot Springs Road 
Nenana Hwy 
Goldstream 
Chena Ridge 
Farmers Loop 
University area 
Rural-general 
Urban-general 
North Pole 
Same area 
College 
Unsure 

Plans- to Move from Fairbanks Area 
Within the next 6 months 
Within the next 2 years 
Sometime in the future 
No pl ans to move 

4 
5 
6 

85 
100 

2 
4 
8 

16 
5 

20 
8 

16 
3 
5 

100 

7 
9 

20 
64 

100 

(N) 

(560) 

(72) 

(568) 
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lNSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING QUESTIONNAIRE 

Think of your child when you are completing this -------questionnaire. 

For each question, please mark a large 11X11 over the box that contains the 
answer that best fits your opinion. Please only mark one box for each 
question unless you make a mistake. 

FOR EXAMPLE: 

In what grade is your child? 

[iJ I]] 

If you made a mistake and ·your child is in the 5th grade this year, 
please put an 11X11 over 5 and put an arrow from 4 to 5 • 

. ~ 

m m rn ~ ~· rn ~ 

(office use only) 
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3. uate 
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SECTION A 

_ SCHOOL CURRICULUM 

Please read this before answering any questions. 

This first section of the questionnaire is about what happens during your 
child's school day, including activities after class. The school day is 
divided into meeting educational needs and other needs. 

EDUCATIONAL NEEDS include: 

1 BASIC SKILLS 

e OTHER ACADEMIC SUBJECTS 

1 PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

1 ARTS INSTRUCT ION 

t VOCATIONAL EDUCATIOi~ 

OTHER NEEDS include: 

t SPECIAL ACTIVITTES 

o SPECIAL EVENTS 

t SPECIAL EDUCATION 

1 HEALTH AND SAFETY 

Examples 
(reading, math, composition) 

(science, social studies) 

(basketball, gymnastics, S\'1ir.:r.1ing) 

(music, drawing) 

(carpentry, draftinq, secretarial) 

(band, basketball) 

(assemblies, fairs) 

(reading help, speech) 

(swimming, fire prevention) 

Right now, your school is trying to meet all these needs. It is being asked 
to meet other needs as well. Some people think that important needs are not 
being met as well as they should be. Other people think that some needs are 
not being met at all. Still others think that each school should keep trying 
to meet many differ~nt needs, so there can be a wide mix of student interests 
and opportunities. 

One choice, then, is to keep trying to meet as many educational needs and 
other needs as possible in each school. Under this choice it will not be 
possible to meet all educational and other needs as well as we might like 
to. Yet, children from the same area would attend one school, with bussing 
kept at a minimum. We'll call schools using this approach NEIGHBORHOOD 
SCHOOLS. 



Another choice is to have some schools in the district try to concentrate 
on meeting a smaller number of educational .needs. Every school would still 
include a core program in the basic skills, but some schools would offer a 
special educational program. These schools are often called ALTERNATIVE SCHOOLS. 

Some parents support the idea of a BASIC SKILLS or 3 Rs alternative school. 
This type of alternative school would spend more time than other schools on 
direct instruction in reading, composition, and math. Students would be 
taught mostly as a group. Teachers would be responsible for making sure 
that each student learned the required subject material. Discipline is 
also important to many parents who favor this approach. 

Al. Now we come to our first question. Which do you prefer for your child, 
a NEIGHBORHOOD school like you have now or a BASIC SKILLS alternative 
school? 

1. NEIGHBORHOOD 
SCHOOL 

2. BASIC SKILLS 
ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL 

A VOCATIONAL alternative school like Hutchison is another possibility. 
It would prepare students to take jobs after high school graduation. 
Some of the skills include carpentry, drafting, mechanics, printing, 
welding and secretarial ~kills. 

A2. Which do you prefer for your child? 

1. NEIGHBORHOOD 
SCHOOL 

2. BASIC SKILLS 
ALTERNATIVE 
SCHOOL 

6. VOCATIONAL 
ALTERNATIVE 
SCHOOL 

8. DON I T 
KNO\~ 

Other possible types of alternative schools could include one that would 
have more classes in the ARTS or one for students preparing for COLLEGE. 

A3. Which do you prefer for your chi,ld? 

1. NEIGHBORHOOU 
SCHOOL 

4. ARTS ALTERNATIVE 
SCHOOL 

2. 

5. 

liASIC SKILLS 
ALTERNATIVE 
SCHOOL 

COLLEGE PREP 
ALTERNATIVE 
SCHOOL 

6. VOCATIONAL 
ALTERNATIVE 
SCHOOL 

8. 00N1T 
KNOW 
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A4. If your school remained a NEIGHBORHOOD school, would you rather keep 
your child in the same school or have him or her bussed an extra 
15 minutes to a school offering the program you prefer? 

1. STAY IN 
SAME SCHOOL 

2. BE BUSSED TO 
ANOTHER SCHOOL 

8. OON1T 
KNOW 

AS. Which would you choose if your school became a BASIC SKILLS alternative 
school. Would you rather keep your child in the same school or have him 
or her bussed an extra 15 minutes to a school offering the program you 
prefer? 

1. STAY IN 
SAME SCHOOL 

2. BE BUSSED TO 
ANOTHER SCHOOL 

A6. Which would you choose if your school became a VOCATIONAL alternative 
school? Would you rather keep your child in the same school or have 
him or her bussed an extra 15 minutes to a school offering the program 
you prefer? 

1. STAY IN 
SAME SCHOOL 

2. BE BUSSED TO 
ANOTHER SCHOOL 

A7. Which would you choose if your school became an ARTS alternative 
school? Would you rather keep your child in the same school or have 
him or her bussed an extra 15 minutes to a school offering the program 
you prefer? 

1. STAY IN 
SAME SCHOOL 

2. BE BUSSED TO 
ANOTHER SCHOOL 

AS. Which would you choose if your school became a COLLEGE PREP alternative 
school? Would you rather keep your child in the same school or have him 
or her bussed an extra 15 minutes to a school offering the program you 
prefer? 

1. STAY IN 
SAME SCHOOL 

~. BE BUSSED TO 
ANOTHER SCHOOL 

A9. Finally, suppose your child's school combined a NEIGHBORHOOD school 
approach with another school program. Some classrooms would be run 
as ALTERNATIVE classrooms. Which type of alternative classroom would 
you prefer to have in your school? 

• BASIC SKILL 
CLASSROOM 

2. VOCATIONAL 3. ARTS ~· COLLEGE PREP' 
CLASSROOM CLASSROOM L CLASSROOM . 

DON 1 T 
NOW 
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AlO. We would also like to know how much time you would like your school 
to spend on: 

(1) BASIC SKILLS 
(2) OTHER ACADEMIC SUBJECTS 
(3) PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
(4) ARTS INSTRUCTION 
(5) VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 

Examples 
(reading, math, composition) 
(science, social studies) 

~ 

(basketball, gymnastics, swimming) 
(music, crafts, drama, drawing) 

(carpentry, drafting, secretarial) 

Divide up the pie chart below to show how much time you would like to see 
spent on each educational need in your child's class. The pie represents 
100 percent of the time spent on instruction, or about 5 hours. The smallest 
11sl ice" of the pie is 5 oercent of the school day, or about 15 minutes. Put 
the number (1 ,2,3,4 or 5) of the educational need listed above that fits each 
11slice 11 of the pie that you make. 

(office use only) 
1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 

YOUR PREFERENCE 
FOR YOUR CHILD'S CLASS 

All. Now divide up the next pie chart (below) to show how much time you 
think is now being spent on each educational need in your child's class. 

(office use only) 

1. 

2. 
3. 
4, 

SITUATION NOW 
IN YOUR CHILD-rs-CLASS 
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A12. Overall, how good a job do you think your school is doing to meet 
your child 1 s educational needs? 

Al 3. 

1. VERY 
GOOD 

In this next 

13. 80TH hnnn I 
AN[) . BAD -- I j5. 

I 
VERYj 
BAD I 

series of questions we would like to learn how satisfied 
you are with specific subjects and activities in your child's class now. 
We would also like to know now important you think each of these subjects 
and activities is to your child's education. 

For each subject ~r activity, pl ease "X" the box that best fits how 
satisfied you are. Mark the 11Not Offered" or "Don't Know11 box if you 
prefer. 

Then please "X11 the box that best fits how important you feel the 
subject or activity is to your child's education. 

SATISFACTION 

Don· t I 
lMPORTArH .. t. 

Needs Some Not at all Not Extremely Ver; Somewhat Not 'lery lht at all 
Satisfied lmerovement Satisfied Offered ~, lmoortant Imeortant lmoortant Im;:iortant Imeortant 

a. Li t.erature GJ GJ w IT] GJ [§] ~ [I] [) (Q 
b. Composition, Speech, 

Spelling & Grarm,ar [] w !TI !TI Ci] [] [!] [!] ~ [2J 
c. Mathematics GJ GJ w [II [i] [] El QJ [) [1 
d. Social Studies [] [] IT] [II w [] [!] (TI ~ [1 
e. Sciences GJ [) ITI [] [iJ [] [TI (TI [] [1 
f. Health Education GJ [] uJ [] ~ [] [] [!] ~ [] 
·g. Foreign Languages [iJ [J [] [D [] [sJ [] QJ [I] [] 
h. Art w [] IT] [zJ [i] [§] [I] rn w [jJ 
i. 1usic GJ GJ [iJ [iJ [a] ~ [TI w w [jJ 

. j. Dru1a GJ GJ [iJ GJ GJ GJ w w w [J 
k. Vocational Training w Cu IT] 0 [) GJ [II w [zl uJ ..;;;..., 

1. Agricultural Sciences w Ii] GJ [zJ [§] [I] [] 0 [] [] 
M. Drivers Education w [zJ w [zJ [i] [§] [] 0 [] [1 
n. Computer Training w [L) GJ [zJ [iJ ~ !TI [I] [) ID 
o. Advanced Placement Courses [] [] IT] !TI (i] [iJ [] [I] [D ID p. Physical Education Classes GJ w w 0 w [§] [TI [I] [) ID-(except after school) 

q. Swimming [] w !TI !TI Ci] [) [!] [!] ~ [!] 
r. Outdoor Education GJ GJ GJ !TI [i] [] El QJ [) rn 
s. Bilingual EducatiOfl [] [] IT] !TI [i] II] !!] (TI ~ IT] 
t. Covnse 1 ing GJ [] [] [] [iJ [) [II (TI [] [I] 

(office use only) 
return to top of column #2 
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SECTION B 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 

The education of children with special needs is an important part of the 
school district's responsibilities. Children with special needs include 
those with hearing problems, learning disabilities, speech difficulties and 
children who are gifted. Children with special needs are referred to as 
EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. Many special education needs are addressed in the 
regular classrooms of each school. In fact, federal laws require schools to 
try to meet the needs of exceptional children in regular classrooms. 

About one out of every five children in the district is exceptional in 
some way. The special education program is clearly important to these 
children and to their parents. The special education program is important 
to other children and their parents because many special education needs are 
addressed in regular classrooms. This is why we are asking everyone questions 
about special education. 

81. First of a 11, do you know an EXCEPTIONAL CHILD as we ta 1 ked about above? 

I. 1. YES I 3. NOT SURE I 5. NO I 

82. Do~s lour child have a friend who is an EXCEPTIONAL CHILD? 

I 1. YES I I 3. NOT SURE J . 5. NO I 

B3. Have you ever given permission for your child to take part 
in a special education program? 

[ l. YES I I 3. NOT SURE 5, NO· 

84. Is your child in a special education program in your school now·? 

1. YES ! 3. NOT SURE J ~ 
85. In what way is your c.hild exceptional? GO TO QB6 
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86. Do you think EXCEPTIONAL CHIL0!1l:.ii are being placed in regular classrooms 
in your school: 

, , • TOO EARL y I 2. AT THE RIGHT 
TIME 

3. NOT SOON 
ENOUGH 

8. DON'T 
KNOW 

87. How well do you think EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN get along with othec 
children in your school? 

1. VERY 12. PRETTY I 
WELL . WELL . 

• THERE ARE 
M PROBL M 

4. THERE ARE 8, DON I T 
MANY PROBLEMS KNOH 

B8. How good a job do you think the special education teachers are dging? 

1. VERY 
GOOD 

BOTH GOOD 
AND BAD 

5. VERY 
BAD 

89. How good a job <lo you think the reqular c1a·ssroom teachers are dc;,ing 
to meet the needs of EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN? 

1. VERY 
GOOD 

3. BOTH. GOOD 
AND BAD 

5. VERY 
BAD 

8. lJON I T 
KNOW 

810. How good a job do you think your school is doing to meet the needs 
of EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN? 

1. VERY 
GOOD 

3. BOTH GOOD 
AND. BAD 

5. VERY 
BAD 



Cl. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 
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SECTION C 

SELECTED ISSUES 

Now we would like to ask a few questions that cover several different 
issues. How good a job do you think each of the following people or 
groups are doing in letting you know about their school activities? 

VERY BOTH GOOD VERY 
ACTIVITIES OF: GOOD GOOD AND BAD BAD BAD 

your child's teacher(s) [J CD w m w 
your school's principal [] w [I] [TI [I] 
the District's central OJ [I] [I] ~ ~ office 

the School Board [j] [gJ w [I] CD 

C2. Do you think parents should be asked to take part in the evaluation of 
teachers? 

I 1. YES I I l 3. NOT SURE Ls. NO J 

C3. Do you think students should be asked to take part in the evaluation 
of teachers? 

I 3. NOT SURE I s. NO 

C4. Do you think parents should be asked to take part in the evaluation 
of school principals? 

! 3. NOT SURE I 5. NO 

CS. Do you think teachers should be responsible for passing your child 
to the next grade, or that testing should be used, or both? 

1. TEACHERS 
ONLY 

2. TESTING 
ONLY 

3. BOTH TEACHERS 
AND TESTING 

8. DON'T 
KNm~ 
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C6. Which of the following grade groupings do you prefer for your child? 

1. K-6 
7-8 
9-12 

2. K-6 
7-9 
10-12 

3. K-5 
6-8 
9-12 ~ 

1
8. DON;T

1 

KNOW 

C7. Are you satisfied with the current attendance policy in the school 
district? 

11. YES I I 5. NO j 8. I DON'T KNOW 
WHAT IT IS 

CS. Do you thinkyourchild's school gets a fair share of the money in the 
school budget, more than a fair share, or less than a fair share? 

1. FAIR 
SHARE 

2. MORE THAN A 
FAIR SHARE 

3. LESS THAN A 
FAIR SHARE 

8. DON'T 
KNOW 

C9. Do you think you know as much as you need to about how money in the 
school budget is divided among the schools? 

11. YES I Is. NO! 

ClO. How important do you think the school boundary issue is? 

1. EXTREMELY 2. VERY • MODERATELY 4. 5. NOT AT ALL 8. DON'T 
IMPORTAtlT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPOR ANT KNOW 

Cll. How important is the tenure issue? 

1. EXTREMELY 2. VERY • MODERATELY 4. NOT VERY 5. NOT AT ALL 8. DON'T 
IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT M R AiT IMPORTANT KNOW 
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SECTION D 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Finally, we would I ike a 1 ittle backgroun.d information. 

01. Please list the ages of all your children, starting with your youngest 
child. If they are attending school now, please list the name of the 
school and grade. Also, please put an 11X11 on the 1 ine that shows your 
child for this survey. 

CHILD1 S CHILD1 S SCHOOL CHILD'S YOUR I 
AGE (if any) GRADE CHil D 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

02. Do you have any plans to move to another house or apartment iD_ the Fairbanks area: 

1. WITHIN THE 2. WITHIN THE 
NEXT 6 MONTHS NEXT 2 YEARS 

,J J/ 

3. SOMETIME IN 
THE FUTURE 

J/ 

4 I HAVE NO 
PLANS TO MOVE 

03. What part of town would you be most likely to move to?. 

04. Do you have any plans to move from the Fairbanks area: 

l • WITH IN THE 
NEXT 6 MONTHS 

2. WITHIN THE 
NEXT 2 YEARS 

3. SOMETIME IN 
THE FUTURE 

4 • .I HAVE NO 
PLANS TO MOVE 

05. How many months or years have you lived in the Fairbanks area? 

________ (months) or ________ (years) 
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C12. Some parents in the school district would like to see a hot lunch 
program started. Some other parents feel that _the time and effort 
required to provide a hot lunch will take away from school educational 
activities. 

There are different types of hot lunch programs. One type of hot lunch 
usually includes a meat, vegetable and potato (a type 11A11 lunch). This 
type is the most nutritious but some children don't eat the meal. We'll 
call this type of hot lunch the TRADITIONAL HOT LUNCH. 

Another type of hot lunch is served the way fast-food restaurants 
serve meals. Hamburgers, chicken and hot dogs would be sold at 
each meal. (This could be a type 11A11 or type 11811 lunch depending 
on what the child picked.) All the food served would be specially 
prepared so that it would provide a nutritious, balanced meal. 
Children in other school districts seem to like this type of hot 
lunch the best but it is not the most nutritious type of hot lunch. 
We'll call this type of hot lunch the FAST-FOOD LUNCH. 

Finally, a limited hot lunch of soup, salad and/or sandwich could 
be offered (a type 11811 lunch). We'll call this type of hot lunch 
the LIMITED HOT LUNCH. 

Cl2. Which type of hot lunch, if any, do you prefer? 

l. NO LUNCH 
SERVED 

2. TRAD1 TIONAL 
HOT LUNCH 

3. FAST-FOOD 
HOT LUNCH 

4. LIMITED 
HOT LUNCH 

8. DON I T 
KNOW 
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D6. Are you currently employed, unemployed, a homemaker, retired, a student, 
or what? 

jl. H1PLOYED! 2. UNEMPLOYED 13. HOMEMAKER] l 4. RETIRED 11 s. STUDENT l 17. OTHER! 

D7. If you are employed or if you have worked for pay in the last twelve 
months, what is your main occupation? -----------

00. What is the highest grade of school or year of college you completed? 

GRADES OF SCHOOL COLLEGE 

D9. If you are married, what is· the highest grade or year of college your 
spouse completed? 

GRADES OF SCHOOL COLLEGE 

Dl 0. If you are married and your spouse is either working or 1 ook i ng for work, 
what is his or her main occupation? --------------

011. What is your sex? 

l 1. MALE 2. FEMALE 

D12. Please write here any concerns you have about your school or the 
school district. Use the back side of this page if needed. 
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Dear 
__:. ----- • . 

Rec·ently I received a questionaire in the mail and, contrary 
to my normal practise, I decided to respond. 

Over the years I have lived in many communities and one remark­
able continuum is the ubiquitous "community sc-hool surveys". 
Amazingly enough, many parents fall for this politically motivated 
ploy. 

Another commonality of these communities is the constant decline 
in educational skills of students and teachers. 

In an effort to arrive at a reasonable explanation for this 
interesting phenonenom you will find the enclosed questionaire. 

You have been randomly selected, and.the results will be valid 
only if you randomly answer the questions. If your spouse is 
connected with the North Star Borough School system, let him/her 
get hold of his/her own survey questionaire. · 

Thank you for tak.ing the time to respond. Your answers will be 
kept entirely confidential, unless I can persuade some.newspaper to 
splash them on the front page . 

. Sil}.cerely, 

Community Survey Victim 
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ELEMENTARY VERSION .. SPRING BREAKUP 1979 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING QUESTIONAIRE 

Think of your job when you are completing this questionaire. 

For each question, please mark a large "X" over that answer which best 
fits your opinion. If you·· like two or more answers, by' all means, 
"X" as many as you wish. Unless you make a mistake, in which case you 
could use circles, or erasers, or a clean piece of paper, or, you could 
randomly select offsetting answers on another question similar in 
nature. 

SECTION A 

SCHOOL CURRICULUM -This first section is about what happens during the school day, 
including what the parents think happens, what should happen, and 
what actually happens. The school day is divided into many obfuscating 
parts. Most of these meet your needs. Occassionally, randoml~ selected 
needs of the students are met. 
Primary needs include: 

Higher Pay 
Fewer hours of direct teaching 
Unionization 
Tenure 
50 days paid sick leave 

Secondary needs might include: 
Reading 
Writing 
Arithmatic 
History 

The basic need of children, once primary needs are met, is to learn 
to read, to add and subtract, and to learn from history the past 
mistakes and triumphs of humans. 

. . 

In an effort to meet these needs the present administration is doing 
nothing and the future prognosis is to confuse the issue as much as 
possible. In keeping with this plan we will divide the school system 
up into as many parts as possible. We'll call this plan Expensive. 
Secondarily, to provide an effective solution to unemployment in the 
educational field we'll create many more schools that will provide 
baby sitting services to the parents. We'll call this plan 
Alternative Schools. 

And finally, some parents have expressed concern for the education of 
their children. They seem to want more time spent with direct instructi 
in reading, composition and matherncitics. They also want teachers to 
become responnible for seeing to these educational needs of their studen 
We'll call this plan llno.cc(~I?tnble,. 

Now we come to our firnt question: 
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Do you believe that parents of school age children will be fooled 
by a survey into believing their educators care? 

a) partly fooled 
b) mostly fooled 
c) completely fooled 

Do you think that a public meeting held in various neighborhoods to 
address the same issue as was addressed by the survey is 

a) harmful to your job 
b) cheaper than a survey 
c) ·all of the above 

Do you think that the opinions, hopes, desires, and suggestions of 
parents to administrators and teachers is in the best interest of 
teachers' unions? 

a) yes 
b) no 
c) who cares 

Is the above question a central issue in union demands upon the administra­
tion? 

a) perhaps 
b) maybe 
c) could be 

. d) unimportant 
Do you think that creation of many different types of schools within 
the school district ½ill 

a) fool parents into thinking their children are being educated 
b) create many more jobs for teachers and administrators 
c) be something to do with all the. millions of extra dollars 

lying around unused 
Do you think the survey cost the taxpayers 

~) $10,000 

b) $20,000 

c) $.50,000 

Do you think the creation of a survey to ask parents whether or not 
they want their children to receive a good education is 

a) cost effective 
b) good PR 
c) typical administrative make-work 
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Do you think asking children to learn the basics is 
a) silly 

.b) ridiculous 
c) inappropriate 

Do you think wording a survey 
child is 

to the reading level of a 7 year old 

a) 

b) 

a help to those stupid prents 
the level of the surveyor's ability 

c) .due to the loss of dictionary in surveyor's office 
The following is a pie chart. Please mark the chart with the appropriat. 
amount of time you think should be spent by school personnel in pursuit 
of teaching: · 0 minutes 

S minutes 
15 minutes 

10 minutes 
Now mark this chart with the appropriate amount of time you think 
school personnel should. spend on activities unrelated to the classroom: 

Overal:;L, 
~) 
b) 

c) 

d) 

1 day 

days 
how good do you think your job is? 
very good 
good 
good and bad 
bad 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 

10 days. 

ln every school system there are at least one out of every ten children 
that actually get an adequate education. We refer to these students 
as ~xceptional Children. 
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Do you think thi~ is 
a) an accident 
b) inadvertent 
c) an oversight 
d) all of the above 

Do you think we should handle Exceptional Children 
a) as oddballs 
b) as objects for retraining 
c) by quarantine 

SELECTED ISSUES 
How good a job do you think the teachers and administrators are doing 
in Fairbanks? 

a) exceptional 
b) outstanding 
c) above average 

Do,you think that parents should become involved with the educational 
process? · 

aJ no 
b) no 
c) no 

How much more money do you think it will be necessary to spend to 
determine whether or not parents want their children educated? 

a) lots more· 
b) a bunch more 
c) all of the above 

How many more surveys and surveyors should we have? 

.~) 3. 
b) 6 

c) 9 
Do you think teachers should be responsible for teaching? 

a) no 
b) unsure 
c) probably not 

Do you think the school board fairly· represents parents when they 
bareain with the teachers' union? 

a) always 
b) of course 
c) you bet 



s 
Some parents have suggested that the schools adopt a hot lunch program. 
There are different types of hot lunch programs. One type of hot lunch 
usually includes a glutenous tepid mass, Type A. This type is the most 
nutritious but· some children. don't eat the meal. We'll call this type 
of hot lunch the Traditional Frozen lunch. Another type of hot lunch 
is a limited hot lunch of warm baloney between two pieces of wet tepid 
bread, Type B. We;'ll call this type of hot lunch the limited palatability 
lunch. 
Which type of lunch do you prefer? 

a) traditional frozen lunch 
b) limited palatability lun~h 
c) out-to-lunch 

How much of a kickback do teachers get for selling Arrow books.and 
posters in the classroom? 

a). 10% 
b) 20% 
c) JO% 

Finally, we would like a little background information·. 

How many people are paid for working on this sur;vey? 

What are the salaries of the various people on the survey? (Refer to 
people as numbers; do not give their names.) 

Of all of the people working on the survey, how many are teachers? 

How many used to be teachers? 

How many have some connection with schools either past _or present? 

How many live in the Fairbanks area? 

What are the normal occupations of.the individuals on the survey? 

How many were unemployed before joining the survey? 

What is the highest grade reached by each person involved in the survey? 

The sex distribution of the people working fbr the survey? 

What is the. religious affiliation of your grandparents? 

·-.. 

Going back four generations, list the occupations of all of your relatives, 
and indicate the highest grade of schooling completed. 

I hope that you find this survey as helpful as the one you sent me. If you 
have any further comments not covered above, please jot them on the back of 
a used envelope and enclose with the completed questionaire. 

THANK YOU! 




