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Electricity levels the Mountains
In Mexico, romantic land of pretty senoritas and 
languorous minstrelsy, practical American engi
neers have harnessed streams so that mountains 
may be leveled.
The winding thirty-mile Maltrata incline on the 
road from Vera Cruz to Mexico City is now elec
trified. Ten electric locomotives replace twenty- 
three steam engines. The electrics haul twice the 
tonnage of the steam locomotives— and in half the 
time, with obvious benefits to traveler, railroader, 
and shipper. ,f

Yet Maltrata is but an example of electrical prog* 
ress. For electricity is conquering the grades of 
railroads and of industry alike, the world over.
Impressive, no doubt, but still modest when com
pared with the possibilities of electricity in years 
to come. And it remains for college-trained men, 
With trained capacity for initiative and leadership, 
to become ambassadors for further electrical con- 

s in foreign lands.

The General E lectric 
Company required but 
eighteen months to elec
trify Maltrata incline—  
lo co m o tiv e s , pow er 
p lan t, transm ission  
equipm ent com plete. . 
Engineering skill, backed 
by vast manufacturing 
facilities, has enabled 
Q-E to serve humanity 
in many ways.
A series of Q-E adver
tisements showing what 
electricity is doing in 
many fields will be sent 
on request. Ask for 
booklet GEK-1.

GENERAL ELECTRIC
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A BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN MINING.

Donald A. Morgan, graduating in June with the degree of Bachelor o f Science in Mining 
Engineering, is the fourth to receive a diploma from the College'and- the. first to graduate 
whose training has been all-Alaskan. He is on e of- the six students who entered the College 
when it opened in September, 1922. Morgan, the first white boy born in Fairbanks, has; grown 
up with the camp, his earliest memories being o f the rousing boom days. For the past two years 
he has been editor of the Collegian, and this year was president of the Student Association.
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THE “DETROITER” TAKING OFF AT FAIRBANKS

Winged Discovery
By JOHN MeCQMBE

HERE is an element of romance and- 
adventure allied to exploration into un
known places that holds an irresistable 

spell for most of us ' therefore it was not unna
tural that the interest of the .entire world was 
aroused with the news that plans were on foot 
to send an expedition into the Arctic to explore 
certain undiscovered areas by means o f air
planes. To Alaskans, however, it was of double 
interest for not only was Fairbanks to be the: 
assemblage point for the expedition but also 
Lieut. Carl B. Eielson, Alaska’s pioneer avia
tor, was to be pilot.

It was in'December, 1925, that the idea of 
the expedition was conceived, grew and became 
a reality. Its" promoters and backers were the 
Detroit Aviation Chib, Pathe News and North 
American Newspaper Alliafice? iCaptain George

Hubert Wilkins, an Australian who had the ex
perience in the Arctic with Stephansson and in 
the Antarctic with Shackleton and who had al
so done considerable flying, was chosen as com
mander with Carl B. Eielson as pildt. Sandy 
Smith, an Alaskan who was familiar with the 
overland route to Pt. Barrow was to command 
the snow motor party which it was planned 
would take • the major part of the supplies to 
the arctic base.

Smith with his. party arrived in;Fairbanks 
late in April and after two days there, left 
again for Nenana, the starting point. |0n the 
11th of February the two snow motors with 
their tows of loaded sledges started down the 
.Taiiana river to Tanana on the first lap of their 
long overland haul.

The first member of the flying person

m
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nel of the Detroit Arctic Expedition, in the per
son of Lieut. Eielson arrived in Fairbanks on 
the evening of February 16th and was given an 
enthusiastic welcome by his many friends. His 
arrival ahead of the main party was for the 
purpose of making the preliminary arrange
ments for the hop-off to Point Barrow. His 
chief concern was in regard to a suitable field 
that would be of sufficient length to give the 
big planes a half mile runway to take off when 
loaded to capacity. Upon examination of the new 
field cleared by the local airplane corporation 
he found it to be adequate to the needs of the 
expedition. On the 19th, Pilot Eielson spoke 
before a gathering of students and townspeople 
at the College Gymnasium on “ Plans for Pio
neering Further North”  in which he reviewed 
the object of the expedition stating that its 
main purpose was to explore that unknown area 
lying to the north of Point Barrow where it was 
thought a vast body of land lay. In this work, 
Pilot Eielson said, a base would be established

at Point Barrow from where the two ships would 
fly out over the ice three to four hundred miles 
in an effort to discover land. By this means 
a tremendous area could be explored in a very 
short time. I f any land was discovered it would 
be claimed for the United States and if possible 
a landing would be made and a base established; 
if, however, no land was discovered it was.like
ly that an attempt would be made to fly from 
Ppint Barrow in a non-stop flight to Spitzber- 
gen, in which case he would act as pilot with 
Wilkins navigating the plane. '

One week after the arrival of Eielson the 
rest of the' personnel of the expedition arrived, 
including Major T. P. Lamphier, commander 
of Selfridge Field,- second in command, Pilot 
Charles M. Wiseley of Selfridge Field? me
chanic R. Markey, Ray L. Howard of the At
lantic Airplane Corporation, Palmer Hut chin-, 
son, representative of the North American News 
paper Alliance, and Wm. Hudson, Pathe News 
cameraman. Capt. Wilkins was also expected to

CAPT. WILKINS AND MISS GENEVIEVE. PARKER AT THE CHRISTENING
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arrive but did not do so, having to stop off at 
Nenana to see Sandy Smith in connection with 
the progress of the snow motor party which had 
been making very slow time due to inability of 
the motors to pull the loads over the fine snow 
on.the river ice.

The day- following his arrival Major Lam- 
phier spoke before a large audience at the 
College Gymnasium briefly outlining the 
plans of the expedition, stressing the point 
that the success of the expedition would have a 
tremendous bearing on the future of flying in 
Alaska, as the proof that it was feasible to fly 
in the Arctic in winter would help to establish 
the beginning of an air route between America, 
Asia and Europe with Alaska as the link. Also 
the army air service would probably establish 
one or two squadrons in the territory as soon 
as it was realized that winter flying was pos
sible.

Capt. Wilkins arrived in Fairbanks on the 
evening of the 27th of February and the work 
of unloading the planes from the flat cars, trans
porting them to the local hangar and then erect
ing them, was immediately commenced. On the 
10th Capt. Wilkins spoke before an enthusiastic 
audience at the College and reviewed the plans 
and hopes of the expedition stressing the fact 
that special significance should be attached to 
the finding of land north of Point Barrow as it 
would be very important both in the future of 
air transportation and also in the establishment 
of meteorological stations from which weather 
forecasts could be given out that would foretell 
the weather conditions for many months ahead. 
This he said was proved by the success of these 
stations in the Antarctic area where the type of 
season experienced in the antipodes and South 
America had a very definite relation to the 
weather that the polar regions had experienced 
beforehand. For example: the winter that Scott 
was in the Antarctic was the coldest ever record
ed and also the driest season in Australia while 
on the last Shackleton expedition it was very 
temperate and the weather in Australia was ex-

MAJOR LA.MPHIER

tretaely wet. Capt. Wilkins ended his address 
by thanking the people of Fairbanks for the as
sistance they had given and asking that every
body attend the public christening of the two 
planes on the following day.

Practically all the residents of Fairbanks 
turned out to see the formal christening of the 
two planes of the Detroit Arctic Expedition, 
which was carried out at the lpcal flying field 
on the afternoon of the 11th of March. The 
ceremony opened with addresses by Mayor F. 
de la Vergne and Capt. George H. Wilkins and
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invocations delivered by the pastors of the Pres
byterian and Episcopal churches and the Cath
olic priesf. Following this, Mrs. F. de la Vargne, 
wife of the mayor, and Miss Genevieve Parker, 
winner of the ladies’ dog derby, christened the 
Detroiter and the Alaskan respectively, break
ing their bottles on the fuselages of the big ships. 
This over, the three engined Detroiter was start
ed and under the guidance of Major Lamphier, 
moved across the field for a short distance. As 
this concluded the formal ceremony the field was 
soon almost entirely cleared except for those at
tached to the expedition so that not many were 
present' when only an hour after the planes had 
been' christened, Palmer Hutchison, special cor
respondent of the North American Newspaper 
Alliance met a tragic death, being almost cut in 
two by the metal propeller of the starboard en
gine of the big Detroiter as-he was endeavoring 
to help free one of the landing wheels from a 
hole in which it was caught. The untimely 
death of one of the party .was felt alike by the 
personnel of the expedition and citizens of Fair
banks, who turned oat as a body to pay the last 
respects at the public funeral'held on .the follow
ing' Sunday. The remains were later shipped 
outside to the forme?; home of the deceased.

4 As soon as the piaffes- were ready attempts 
were made to take off, but owing to the snow 
it was found impossible to do so as the wheels 
sank in too deeply and speed enough could not 
be obtained to'rget' the ships- into the air. This

“THE WRECK”

condition caused much wonder as to the reasons 
for the planes being fitted with wheels instead 
of skis as was most; generally conceded they 
would be, and many thought at the time that a 
change would be made here instead of going to 
the expense of clearing a field of snow for a take- 

; Off. However, this was explained by Pilot Eiel
son when interviewed by the Collegian. Eiel
son said, “ The reasons why we are using wheels 
instead of skis on our two ships are: first: skis 
detract from the flying efficiency due to their 
air resistance; second:. we know from experi-

■ ments performed - last winter at McCook .field 
by the army that:.almost one square foot of ski 
area is needed per hundred pounds of lifting 
load, and third: it takes a great deal-longer to 
take off on skis than on wheels providing a hard 
surface for the latter is. available. ”  The oppor
tunity was then taken to ask Pilot Eielson ques-

■ tions in regard to the capacity, , speed and cruis- 
; ing radius of the two planes, to which he re

plied : “ The smaller of the. two planes, the A l
askan, is the transport. ship of the expedition 
and it is on her that we depend to get our sup-

: plies to Point, Barrow. It is a Fokker-built 
r  plane of sixty-nine-foot wing spread and is pow

ered with a 4000 horsepower Liberty motor ca
pable of driving it at a speed of better than one 
hundred miles an hour when loaded, which .will 
mean a. total of over three tons. The larger of 

: the two ships, also a Fokker,.has a -seventy-two 
_<foot wing spread and is powered with three 20.0 
horsepower Wright-Whirlwind motors which 
w ill. drive , the big rplane at a speed of 137 1-2 

3 miles per-hour. The Alaskan has a cruising ra
dius. of 1500 miles, while that of the Detroiter 

•is 2000.”  j jp l
On March the 15th work was begun clear

ing o ff a strip three-quarters of a mile long by 
; approximately 1„50 fjeet. wide. To do this two 
tractors and. .one snow motor, pulling graders,

• Worked steadily.for three days so:that on the 
- afternoon of the 18th .the. take off was consider

ed clear, enpugh to make a.trial.. This was a
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perilous business, foi* although the snow had 
been well cleared off, the ground underneath 
was bumpy and frozen and high snow banks lin
ed either of the runways, so that anything but a 
perfect landing was liable to prove disastrous.

The Alaskan was chosen to make the first 
flight and after being towed from the hangar 
to the runway, the motor was started. Captain 
Wilkins climbed aboard, taking his places beside 
Pilot Eielson and the big ship started down the 
take off, gathered speed and took the air easily 
with lots of room, to spare. The try-out lasted 
for about half an hour when the plane started to 
descend to make a landing. She swooped low 
with her engine shut down so as to hit the 
ground at the extreme west end of the field but 
was falling too fast so Eielson opened the throt
tle to give the plane enough speed, but the en
gine did not respond and the plane came in too 
low so that the undercarriage caught the top 
strands of a barbed wire fence, throwing the tail 
up. When she hit the ground the entire under
carriage gave way-and the propeller dug deep 
into the frozen soil breaking it completely. Prep
arations were immediately made for repairing 
the damaged plane and the following day the 
big Detroiter was towed out to the clear and 
took the air piloted by Major Lamphier with 
Captain Wilkins occupying the other seat in the 
control cockpit. The ship responded beautiful
ly in the air and all went well until the time 
came to land when the second accident occurred. 
Major Lamphier made a perfect lading setting 
the ship down in the exact center of the run-

LIEUTENANT BENJAMIN El EL/SON

way. When the wheels hit the ground one of 
them crumpled throwing the plane over on one 
side which caused the entire undercarriage to 
give way. This threw the plane forward break
ing and bending the central motor out of posi
tion and also damaging the right hand motor 
pretty badly. The propellers on both were 
ruined.

For the next few days all the time was de
voted to the repairing of the Alaskan, which 
was accomplished by the welding of the broken 
parts of the undercarriage, and it was not long 
before the ship was again in shape to take the 
air. During the interval when repair work had 
been going on, considerable work was done,on 
the field so that when the next attempt was-made 
both a perfect take off and landing was accom
plished. The plane was in the air for nearly 
two hours responding beautifully, the engine 
running Without a hitch..

(Continued on Page 22)

THE “ALASKAN” AND THE “DETROITER”
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The Manna Falls
The educational Department of the Anchor

age Woman’s Club recently forwarded to Pres
ident Bunnell a check for three hundred and 
twenty-five dollars payable to the Student Loan 
Fund of the Alaska Agricultural College and 
School of Mines. This check represents the pro
ceeds of a play given a few weeks ago by the 
Anchorage Woman’s Club for the purpose of 
making the initial contribution to a fund cal
culated to assist worthy upper class students. 
Members of the Club have.Jiad.sueh a..project 
in view for sometime, '

Mrs. W. S. Horning^of Willow’., Creek, a for
mer student in. the Short Course .in Mining at 
the College, was an; enthusiastic “ worker ' for 
this cause. As a student at the College last; 
year she was keenly alive to the importance Of 
creating such a fund and was anxious: to  have

the Anchorage Woman’s Club, of which she is 
a jprominent member, make the first contribu
tion.

Rules, and regulations announced by the Club 
for the handling of the fund .are in keeping 
with the methods generally adopted by Amer
ican colleges. The fund is deposited with the 
Treasurer o f  the Board of trustees of the Col
lege. A  committee consisting of the President, 
the Dean and a member of the faculty of the 
College to be elected by the faculty, is to pass 
upon the question of who is entitled to borrow 
from the fund and in what amount. The rate 
of interest is fixed at f  oiir per cent per annum; 
The privilege is open to juniors and seniors only 
and in an amount not to exceed two hundred 
ddllars to any student.

THE BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS WEAR THE COLLEGE LETTER
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Spotlights On Alaska 
Mining History

By DONALD A. MORGAN"

III— THE COMING OF CAPITAL

Il STB i l e v e n t s  of these later days ean seem- 
| , . ingly be explained by nothing but ma-
I K 1 I  gie. It was only a few years ago, be
fore the Tanana Valley Railroad connected 
Fairbanks with the mining creeks of that dis
trict, that miners—yes, and women, too—had 
to be strapped to the wagons that jolted over 
the rocks and niggerheads and through the pot
holes and swamps which made up the roads, tied 
down like sacks of flour in order that the ener
getic motions of the four-horse team would not 
hurl them off at inconvenient intervals and 
places. -Yet today those same roads are extem
poraneously converted by spirited drivers into 
numberless amateur speedways for motor-cars

of every type. A  miner, haying broken his leg 
on an inaccessible creek several days journey 
from a doctor, had his partner hike to the near
est phone. A  few hours later the miner was a 
complacent patient in the hospital, his leg set, 
and he having at the same time enjoyed a cool 
evening airplane ride.. A letter mailed at the 
Fairbanks Post Office had an answer, from 
Point Barrow some forty-eight horn's later; a 
journey formerly of many weeks time, possible 
only during certain seasons of the year, -now 
merely a short flight for the monster mono
planes of the Wilkins Expedition anchored 
here, Can. poor credulous sourdoughs explain 
these things other than by necromancy ?

Progress in mining methods has been of 
similar nature,: especially in placar methods. It



10 FARTHEST-NORTH COLLEGIAN

seems only a-short interval to the prospector 
between the time when he panned and rocked 
the rich nucleus of a creek’s paystreak and the 
time when mighty monitors surged streams of 
water that cut the grayel this way and that and 
swept, a gold-bearing liquid, in the concen
trating flumes. Or the time when huge float
ing hulks burroWed their teeth and snouts in 
the pay dirt, and swallowing this, mulled it 
over in their entrails, finally ejecting barren 
rock and sand, and leaving gold for their mas
ters.

In the placers, miners' started with the 
most primitive methods and passed through a 
thorough evolution till today the most skillful 
and efficient of modern gold-saving devices are 
used in Alaska. Ba- the bonanza days of rich 
shallow diggings it was not extraordinary to 
find men extracting gold from its gravels simp
ly by panning. Even more customary, the 
Nome beach being an excellent example of this, 
was it to find men saving gold by the use of 
rockers. These roekers consisted of little more 
than a coarse screen to remove large rocks and 
debris, and/less than a dozen smair riffles at
tached to a canvas-covered sloping bottom. 
Sometimes ingenious miners added an amalgam 
plate or similar device for improving extrac
tion. On the whole, however, these batch types 
of concentrators were rather crude and unpre
tentious. They Were soon succeeded, even in 
the shallowest diggings, by the sluice box, the 
simplest type of continuous concentrator.

Sluice boxes took many form's at the whims 
of. different constructors. Commonly they werd 
rectangular flumes of wood, having- various 
types of riffles laid along their bottoms. Every 
part of the country had some little difference 
in flume construction from every other- part. 
When mining the White Channel, where sluice 
boxes Were formally introduced in the north 
the miners were able to use the steep slope o f 
the hillsides to provide ample tailing-room. A f
ter the dirt had received a good : wash in the 
first box or so the coarse rocks: were shunted

SHIFTING THE DRILL

off on a grizzly, allowing the finer material to 
receive better treatment?' In the Fairbanks 
district where deep drift-mining was common 
and the topography did not allow of sufficient 
tailing-room, it became current practice to ele
vate long flumes o f sluice-boxes 20 or '30 feet 
in the air. Another alternative in handling 
tails, used principally in hydraulic work on 
flat creeks, consisted of stationing a “ giant”  at 
the end o f the string and hurling the tailings 
into the air, stacking them in any direction de
sired. One ingenious miner in  the Fairbanks 
district, when mining on a steep sided bench, 
sluiced his dirt underground and ridded him
self of tailings by crosscutting through the side 
of the bench, and depositing them in the creek. 
In the Council District, near Nome, artificial 
tailing-room was often secured by the use of 
hydraulic elevators.

, For the working of shallow, low-grade 
ground there were - three alternatives for the 
early miner: hydraulicking; using mechanical 
excavators, such as derricks, draglines, steam 
shovels, Bagley scrapers; or dredging. Besides 
these a cheap method of handling ground, when 
the grade of bedrock permitted, was ground- 
sluicing. For most miners dredging was out 
of the question; such a method required a large 
capital and complete knowledge of the value in 
the ground. Even the use of mechanical ex
cavators/was more or less prohibitive. Hy- 
draulicking was possibly the cheapest method
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for' the miner of small means hut, of course, 
it was only applicable when plenty of water 
was available. No matter which method was 
adopted the operator was always confronted 
with the problem of thawing frozen ground. 
The eventual perfecting of cold water thawing 
detracted from this worry of the mining man.

In deep placers there were no alternative 
methods for extracting the pay dirt. Drift min
ing was the only method. The variations. oc
curred according as the mining was being done 
in frozen, thawed, dry or wet ground. Fro
zen ground increased costs of extraction, be
cause of the steam points and larger equipment 
necessary. Wet ground increased production 
costs by necessitating pumping. When mining 
during the winter the pay dirt had to be piled 
in “ dumps,”  cribbed to increase capacity, and 
washed in the spring during the sluicing sea
son.

. Even one who has lived in mining camps 
a great deal is thrilled immeasurably when pas
sing through an old worked-out creek. The sil
ence is profound; yet it seems complacent as 
though in no fear of again being robbed. The 
sun blazes on dump after dump, scores of them, 
standing like sleeping things, all in a long wavy 
line, m arking the streak of gold that men grov
elled for. Even the grass and shrubs have be
gun to.grow contentedly over the yellow and 
vermillion piles of dirt. And only a season or 
two ago the last of the grovellers left, swear -

STEAM-SHOVELING PLACERS

HYDRAULIC GIANTS AT WORK

ing that “ the damn-creek was no good.”  The 
last of them had left, the last of the jostling 
crowd seeking wealth, those hard-muscled pio
neers, with adventurous chins and imaginative 
eyes, and he had gone away cursing the inno
cent creek for his failure.

For a spell after drift-mining ceased, and 
when open-cut mitiing was becoming more and 
more difficult for the small-scale miner, a dor
mant period existed, and pessimists maintained 
that “ She was all over.”  But very slowly, a 
district at a time, she has begun to prove that 
she’s not all over. However, it was not the 
rough-knuckled miner, with much will power 
and little money that started this reawakening 
of dormant industry. Shrewd engineers and 
promoters brought about this reaction with their 
vision to deteet the possibility of making a profit 
by mining on a large scale those same areas that 
the early miners cut up into 20-acre allotments, 
each 2-acre plot or less requiring the same 
initial cost of plant lay out to mine it as would 
the whole creek.

Some of these engineers came as- scouts for 
large corporations. Others, in the capacity of 
prompters, saw clearly that they, as operators, 
were as incapable as the small miners of mak
ing a profit from the low grade gravels. They 
therefore “ sold”  their idea to men or corpora
tions that could put on the ground machinery 
with a capacity great enough to handle and 
concentrate large volumes of dirt. _ Once, large
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scale dredging or hydraulicking began in one 
district little time elapsed before miners in 
other districts saw its advantages and “ pro
moted” , their own creeks of their own accord.. 
Thus large-scale operations took hold in the 
Klondike, in  the Council District; near Nome, 
in the:iKuskokwim, in the Koyukuk, around 
Circle, in the Iditarod, and latterly in the Fair
banks district.

The methods adopted by companies whose 
original investment in a venture is large are 
far different from the whimsical, non-technical, 
impractical methods practiced by the majority 
of small operators. After preliminary maps 
and surveys have begun on these large proper
ties, a thorough and complete system of pros
pecting is outlined, with intent to define within 
mathematical limits, the width of paystreak, 
depth of muck and gravel, volume of dirt neces
sary to be moved, as well as to give a conser
vative estimate of the probable value per cubic 
yard-and an estimate of the total extractable 
value. At the same time sources of water for 
muck stripping and possible hydraulicking are 
considered. Power and fuel supplies must be 
carefully inquired into. Amortization of the 
original property investment, life Of the dredg
ing property as related to the probable capa
city of the dredges, labor costs, tranportation 
costs, redisposition of dredges whose working 
life has not been reached, are factors that a 
l a r g e  mining company spends specious and 
necessary Sums of money in preliminary ad
ministrative accounting to define.

Probably of far greater importance to the 
permanent life of mining in Alaska is the be
ginning of the formation of large “ hard rock”  
companies. It marks the overlap between the 
second and third stages in the mining industry. 
Every mining country is subject to these definite 
periods of mining development; one- of these 
may be absent, but only the absence of the 
third is likely to have a serious influence on the 
territory.

The first stage is marked by th§ ‘ ‘ rushes • ’

and “ strikes”  o f the placer miner, wild, fran
tic searching for wealth, superficial prospecting 
of immense areas, and the . leaving of no per
manent gain to the country except the awak
ening of interest in it. The second is, in its ef
fects on the country, even more devastating 
than the first. In it the large companies enter 
the territory, whose heart has been cut but by 
the gold-mad pioneers, and seize and masticate 
the stomach, the lungs, the flesh. With their 
selfish, inhuman dredges they invert the creeks, 
reverse the ordinary processes of Nature’s de
position, and leave the country a fleshless skele
ton. Their work concluded, they pass on to 
new districts, fresh victims, having eaused the 
customary sporadic boom, a hollow thanks for 
the treasure they, seized.

In the third phase of mineral development 
comes the only true permanent wealth of a 
country. In it miners and mining companies 
begin the development of the “ hard rock”  
metal mines. Large permanent plant lay-outs, 
mill-buildings, and smelters must be built and 
run. Permanent employment is given to thou
sands. Men are encouraged, toward .settling and 
home-building. Tranquility is fostered; indus
try is built up; with these come prosperity and 
civilized progress.

Alaska ̂ has passed thru- the first period, 
and will soon be past the second tho the 
periods overlap so consistently that a definite 
line of demarkation does not exist between any 
of them. Already indications of the arrival of 
the third phase of mineral development can be 
detected—‘in the continued production of the 
Latouche and Kennecott.copper mines; in the 
development of the quartz veins of the Juneau 
and Valdez districts;-in the interest sliown by 
oil companies in Alaskan oil, as evidenced in 
the Coal Bay prospecting; in the steady growth 
of the coal mines in the Healy River district ; 
in the Mayo silver-lead development; in the 
Kantishna prospects; and so on to an ever-grow
ing list. Greatest indication of all is the type 

(Continued on Page 24)
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AMERICAN UNIVERSITY AT BEIRUT, SYRIA OVERLOOKING THE 
BLUE WATERS OF THE MEDITERRANEAN

The Peace of Allah
By ROLLAND W. CHASE

HEN I finished college I had arranged 
to go with an exploring party up the 
Nile and across the Sudan to the west 
Africa. I was to help in some propos

ed map-making work. The leader of the little 
expedition had been in Europe and I was book
ed for an interview with him upon his return 
to the states the first of September. Unfortu
nately the interview disclosed that he had fail
ed to raise sufficient money and the trip would 
have to be postponed a year. • On my return 
home I found an offer had arrived for me to 
teach mathematics and civil engineering at the 
American University of Beirut, Syria. I ac
cepted and sailed ten days later. The trip out 
was rather monotonous—nineteen days without 
a stop, our first port being Port Said, Egypt, 
where I debarked to transship for Beirut.

Port Said is the filthiest city I haVe ever

seen. The scum and dregs of humanity that 
drift thru the Suez apparently have been de
posited at Said. The town is hot, dirty, full of 
beggars and the most persistent, biting flies 
that have ever made'my acquaintance. After 
two days of waiting I was glad to board the lit
tle. Italian boat headed north. Jaffa, Haifa and, 
in three days, Beirut with the most beautiful 
harbor on the eastern Mediterranean.'

The University of Beirut is situated on a 
bluff, a hundred feet above the blue waters of 
the Mediterranean and overlooks the harbor 
and the coast northward where two of the lofty 
Lebanon peaks rise snow-capped nine months of 
the year, and yet Beirut never has snow. The 
college has about five hundred students and the 
Preparatory School connected with it an addi
tional five hundred. Eleven large stone build
ings belong to the college proper, not includ



14 FARTHEST-NORTH COLLEGIAN

on th e: sea  of :galilee

ing those for the Preparatory School or the 
University Hospital across the street.

My classes included Christians, Moslems, 
Drueses, Marioni£es, Roman Catholics, Greek 
Orthodox Catholics and Jews when classified by 
religion; or Americans, Armenians,. Syrians, 
Greeks, Russians, Turks, Egyptians and Pales
tinians when classified by nationalities* Each 
student, upon entering,-had to state his religion 
and stick to that religion thru college as the dif
ferent religions had various holidays and, for 
example, on a Moslem holiday like the birthday 
of the Prophet all Mohammoden students were 
excused from classes but cuts were turned in 
against Christians and Jews. However, Sunday 
had to be Sabbath for all, even though the Jews 
observed Saturday and the Moslems Friday ; 
otherwise there Would be too much confusion 
every 'week-end. Over half the students wer^ 
Moslem and one lad was a direct descendant 
Of the Prophet. His father was high in politi
cal circles in Palestine and his uficle was the 
chief, religious leader of all Moslems in Pales-' 
tine. During Easter week several of the facul
ty motored thru Palestine and it' was thru this

student that we obtained admittance to several 
places otherwise not open to Christians. We 
had tea at his home in Jerusalem and later met 
his father and his uncle who showed us every 
courtesy.

The Moslems have a place some thirty miles 
from Jerusalem toward the Dead Sea which 
they believe to be the'tomb of Moses, while we 
of the Christian faith believe his place of bu
rial is unknown. The Moslems, however, make 
an annual pilgrimage to Nebi Musa (Tomb of 
Moses) where they have a weak of feasting and 
dancing.# We were, invited to. come— being the 
only Christians, except the governor of Pales
tine, invited. It was a hot day and the dust 
was thick on the road. The tomb is- in a sandy 
waste and the cloud of dust rising from its site 
could be seen miles away. About thirty thou
sand Moslems attend;—many going on foot, a 
few on donkeys and still fewer on horses. Some 
of the horses are the finest specimens of Ara
bian steeds and there is no horseman in the 
world like the Arab. Horse racing across the 
sands Was a daily feature of the week. Some 
of the people bring tents but most of them are 
housed in a large stone building, .or sleep in the 
open courtyard.

The- Rudolph Valentino type of ' sheik is 
only on the screen or in the novels—-at least he 
is not in the Near East. In the first place the

THE MOSQUE OF OMAR, JERUSALEM
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sheiks ar© the leaders of the village or tribe-— 
the wise men and the counsellors— and they 
have received their knowledge and experience 
in the School of Hard Knoeks which does not 
turn out young graduates. Most of them are 
past middle age and have a long flowing beard. 
There is nothing about them that is romantic, 
nging the word in the sense that causes a flut
ter of the heart in the “ sweet young thing.”  
Incidentally, they are not called, “ sheek’ but 
“ sheck’ similar to heck or deck—neither are 
harems called x<harems”  but “ hair-ream” with 
the accent on 1 ‘ ream ’ ’.

At Nebi Musa we were presented- to some 
twenty or thirty of the leading sheiks of Pales
tine and Turkish coffee was served. ¥ e  sipped 
our coffee after the fashion of the Near Eastern
er—making as much suction noise as possible 
to show our appreciation. After “ tea”  we 
went out among the crowd and elbowed into a 
group that seemed intensely interesting in whfit 
was going onf There must be a common bond 
between the Christian Scientists and the fana
tical Moslems called Dervishes for both believe 
that if there is sufficient faith nothing can 
harm them. A pry had gone up for some of the 
faithful to demonstrate their faith and, in a few 
moments, eight or ten men were lying on the 
ground side by side face down. A man. on 
horseback attempted to make his horse walk 
over the men, but the horse reared when its 
foot came in contact with the first man’s body.

CHASE BY THE RIVER JORDAN

MARY’S WELL AT NAZARETH

A couple of bystanders grabbed the reins and 
fairly pulled the horse across the ribs of the 
prostrate men. In a moment the men were on 
their feet dancing and shouting, apparently un
harmed. Why they had no broken ribs, I do 
not know; faith must have done its work.

Our Moslem student from Jerusalem also ob
tained permission for us to enter the sacred 
mosque at Hebron where are the tombs of Abra
ham, Isaac, Jacob, Rebecca and several other 
of the famous Old Testament characters. These 
of course, are sacred to the Jews and Chris
tians also, but the followers of Islam cannot 
permit the unfaithful to enter. The German 
Kaiser made a trip to Palestine shortly before 
the war and had to wait at Hebron three days 
until permission could be secured from the Sul
tan to enter the mosque. We had to leave our 
shoes at the door. There are no chairs or pews 
in the mosques but beautiful, thick oriental rugs 
cover the floors where the faithful sit in medi
tation and prayer.

Everywhere in the Near East one sees the 
contrast of the old and the new. Automobiles 
rush past slOwly moving camel trains and the 
soft tinkle of camel bells is drowned in the 
harsh growl of the auto horns. In one field a 
gasoline tractor pulls its gang plow, while 
across the road the lowly oxen barely move along 
pulling the crude plow made of a sharp stick.

- (Continued on Page 17)
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A  N ATIV E SON GRADUATES

. The fourth commencement of the' College 
sees the graduation of a Native Son, born and 
raised in the Interior* This is an event that 
we believe will b e ' looked upon as significant 
in the history of the Territory. Alaska is. truly 
building’ for permanency in-giving the oppor
tunities o f a completed education to its young
er generation. When young men and women 
born on Alaskan, soil can gain the training 
necessary to .enter a profession, prepared like 
this year’s graduate to enter immediately into 
a field of work so closely • connected with:• the 
life and future of the country, then indeed can 
it be isaid that. th& Territory is beginning a new 
life, a life comparable in many respects yet, it 
is true, to that § of the Western- States when 
they Were emerging from the pioneer ways in1 
to the settled state which put them on a par with 
the East:

The Collegian need not venture to predict 
what part -the alumni of the College .will play 
in the development of the,New Alaska, Let the 
imaginative whose eyes are fixed on the future 
construct the picture of the institution and its 
influence in twenty-five years, when a substan
tial. rolL of graduates will have taken their 
places, in the ever-marching scheme, of, things 
wherein such marvels have occurred in . the 
quarter century just passed.

GOOD SPEED TO TH E BIRDM EN

Heading for. the north as straight as a hom
ing bee, the vibrant droning of the motor echo
ing against the hills in. a powerful zoom that 
seemed to shake the ground, the “ Alaskan,”  
giant monoplane of the Detroit Arctic Expedi
tion, left-Fairbanks on the first trip to the 
northermost point of land in the Territory, 
carrying supplies for the exploration of the 
largest unknown area in the Arctic.

Students and faculty of the College standing 
on the steps or looking from the windows were 
privileged to. watch the great dragon-fly cut
ting its hundred mile an hour d i p  for. the bar
ren wastes where no birdman had ventured be
fore. . Even among those who, like most Alas
kans, have learned to accept the unusual in 
search and discovery as commonplace; who 
have witnessed so many strange new pioneering 
enterprizes, there, were many who experienced 
a subtle thrill compounded of admiration for 
the daring of the. aviators and the sheer de
light pf sharing a mite in the spectacular.

Captain Wilkins and his party in their trips 
of discovery and scientific purpose have the en
thusiastic wishes of the College for the utmost 
success. .

A  STUDENT LOAN FU N D

The action of the Anchorage Woman ’s Club 
in starting a loan fund available to students 
of the College deserves the highest commenda
tion. Other individuals and clubs desirous of 
helping along the work of the College will find 
a very worthy, needed and appreciated place-- 
ment of financial aid in adding to this or start
ing similar funds. Such a loan fund may easily 
mean to self supporting students the differ
ence between leaving school entirely or at least 
submitting to an unprofitable delay in theirj 
education, and finishing a training that Will 
enable: them to enter, into ;lhe world equipped 
to serve it. and themselves- much .-better,-
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W RITING W H A T  ONE TH INKS

Pitiable are the attempts of most of us to 
“ write what we think.”  With the best of in
tentions we cut but a haphazard slashed path 
through the jungle of feelings, moods, pre
judices to something we call our opinions. It 
is so easy to follow the old grooves in writing, 
so difficult to find words to match the mind’s 
complexity. But flimsy as the “ bridge of words”  
must be, it is the great bridge of understand
ing over which we all must travel. To disdain 
repairing and improving it is but proud fol
ly. . To strengthen it and free it from false 
trusses and decayed beams is the part of those 
who would have an easier road to the attention 
of their fellows.

COLLEGE R ECEIVES A  PRIMER

Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Goss of Unalaska have 
recently, made a splendid addition to the mus
eum section Of the College. The collection con
sists of a large number of photos and negatives 
taken at Unalaska and Nome in the early days 
— 1897 to 1900., The collection also contains a 
rare publication under date of 1871 which bears 
the following title: “  The School and Family 
Russo-American Primer specially published for 
use in Alaska by the Alaska Commercial Com
pany.”  The primer was published in San 
Francisco and was prepared by Agapius Hon- 
charenko. Schools were established on both St. 
Paul and St. George islands and an opportun
ity was given the natives to learn the English 
language.

TH E PEACE OF ALLAH

(Continued from Page 15)
At the wells— especially Mary’s well at Nazar
eth—the women still carry water but only half 
of them balance the picturesque old water jars 
on their heads—the other half bring five gal
lon gasoline tins. In days o f old every camel

or donkey was given a drink when a well was 
passed but now a large sign by Mary’s well 
bears ,the warning “ Speed limit 10 miles per 
hour”  written in English, Hebrew and Arabic. 
In some ways there is a curious combination of 
old customs and new implements. Thruout 
Syria every baby wears a string of blue beads 
around its neck to keep off the “ evil eye” .; 
every donkey and camel has a necklace of blue 
beads. Gradually the auto is replacing the 
horse and donkey but it is hard to shake off old 
traditions and many an automobile in Syria has 
its little band of blue beads around the radia
tor cap to keep off the “ evil eye” .

One of the strangest monuments I have 
ever seen is in a public square of Damascus, the 
oldest existing city in the world. It was erect
ed to commemorate the completion of the tele
graph system into Damascus and represents a 
huge telegraph pole spiraled with a row of in- 
isulators and strung with wires! Another :odd 
sight, to one who is accustomed to see five-ton 
trucks deliver stone to a building in construct 
tion, is a camel plodding along with four or five 
building stones roped to its back, then slowly 
kneeling down while its driver loosens the bur
den. No wonder Rome wasn’t built in a day! 
Anri speaking of camels— in the summer theii; 
hair is clipped off to keep them cool and they 
are painted with creosote to keep the flies from 
biting. Everyone-, has seen a picture of a cam
el—remember their long legs?. . Now think of 
a colt at the age when it seems to be mostly legs, 
and then try to imagine what a baby camel 
would look like. Tooth-picks in a pea make a 
good comparison; they are awkwardness personi
fied-. : . .

In the States we think of irrigation as a 
project costing a million dollars or more-^-a gi
gantic concrete dam—millions of gallons of wa
ter stored for a dry season or even a dry year. 
There is a system of irrigation in Syria too, but 
vastly different. A  well— a small pump arrang
ed to work by revolving a stick around the well 

(Continued on Page 22) -
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A Month on My Own
By DONALD FOSTER

NOTE— On one of the many isolated fiords 
barren of inhabitants on the Alaskan, coast Don
ald Foster, freshman from Cordova, spent a 
portion of his summer, guarding a protected 
zone for the Bureau of Fisheries. .

NE who has spent a summer alone in 
.some isolated spot upon which civiliza
tion has hardly infringed may have a 

more intelligent understanding of the environ
ment of the pioneers of the United States, and of 
the hermit lives of . a surprising number stillin  
the last frontier of America.

At first the idea appealed to me immensely, 
the idea of living on my own f or a month, alone 
except for such-wild life as I might encounter.

But a feeling of distrust and a desire to 
get back to civilization possessed me when I 
stood alone in the doorway of my tent watch
ing the. boat on which I had 6ome fade into the 
shadow of the fiord wall. The thought of my 
being there alone and absolutely dependent upr 
pn myself filled me with a feeling that my in
trusion into the heretofore undisturbed; haunts 
of nature Would not be tolerated and that by 
some means I would be put out of the way. I 
tried to shake off this illusion but for some time 
was Unable to do so, ‘ since in the evenings the 
wierd call of the loon, and the splash of sal
mon as they fell back into the water sounding 
like the wading of some night prowler, sent 
shivers up and down my back taking all the wind 
out of my sails, so to speak. I was affected by 
this environment in the same manner as I ima
gine a wild animal is affected by a cage; The 
walls of my tent seemed very insecure, against 
any attack, and I could/' vision someone exam
ining my bones and commenting that my era- 
nium had been caved in. Several times I fell 
into a troubled Sleep when trying to convince

myself that there was nothing which would 
harm me. These things which made me feel 
like getting down on my prayer* bones explain 
,to my satisfaction that the deeply religious .life 
led by our ancestors was mainly due to ignor
ance and superstition.

One day when I was about one-third of a 
mile off shore and proceeding .towards camp 
across the bay, I saw a whale some one hund
red yards from my skiff. The shore on my star- 
board-side must have exerted a magnetic in- 

. fluence on me for I shifted my helm and reach
ed it in a remarkably short time. At any rate 
L  wasn’t out whale hunting. When I  had 
started out again on my homeward pull I 
thought I  heard a whale spouting but I  con 
tinued towards camp even though I felt that 
I would rather -part with a year’s growth. I 
found out, however, that this noise was caused 
by the slapping of a number of fish ducks 
against the water in their ascent.

On another occasion as I Was going after 
a wounded loon I came upon a reddish-broWn 
mamal, which traveled like an ocean wave, com
ing to the surface periodically. I shot at it 
several times thinking that it was a seal but 
headed for camp when I found that it was much 
larger. Since its head was longer and its body 
wider than those of a seal it was probably a sea- 
lion.- | - •

I  was amazed at the courage of the tern who 
Would not let me near their nests. When I ap>- 
proached the rocks on which they nested they 
would fly towards my head, swooping within 
four feet of it regardless of the shots which I 
fired in  self-protection. Consequently my curio
sity concerning their nests was thwarted.

I began to think of the saying ‘ ‘ live and let 
live” , when the firing pin of my twenty-two WaS 

(Continued on Page 22)
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Dog Racing In Fairbanks
By ROBERT M ’COMBE

[T MAY seem a strange thing to those 
who interest themselves in the many 

[| dog derbys now held annually in Can
ada and the States that up to the winter of 1926 
no interest had ever been taken or any activity 
shown in the holding of a dog race in Fair
banks. It seems a strange thing for the very 
reason that Fairbanks lies-in the center o f . the 
country that first started -and fostered the Dog 
Derby as it is known today from Nome-to Que
bec.

It was the running of the famous Solomon 
Derbys at Nome that first brought dog racing 
to the fore as a preeminent winter sport.

The idea and the love of the sport spread 
till many Alaskan centers* held at least < One 
race a winter, and even in distant Manitoba 
the idea had been taken up and the now fam
ous Hudson Bay Dog Derby made an annual 
event; yet it was not until this year that Fair
banks had a dog race of its own.

The organization behind the movement to 
foster this local dog racing was the Fairbanks

Kennel Association which consisted of men who 
loved dogs and the sport of racing them and 
who successfully held two races in Fairbanks 
this past winter. In respect to other dog der
bys these held in Fairbanks were small, but in 
no way Were they unimportant, -for they were 
the start, the start that is needed in any enter- 
prize before' it can- develop and expand. The 
start had now been made and perhaps it may 
not be so long before the greatest of all dog 
derbys will be held in Fairbanks. There is no 
reason why it should not be so. Weather con
ditions are perfect, the trails are seldom heavy 
or drifted, and either the Richardson Highway 
or the Bonnifield Trail offers perfect opportu
nities for the staging of a derby that will in
clude the greatest teams - that dog- racing has 
been ■ able to produce.

The course over which the races were held 
this year was a short one some sixteen miles in 
length that led -from the- starting point on the 
ice’ of"Chena Slough beneath the Cushman Street 
bridge, up" Chena Slough to Graehl where the

MRS. DUFRESNE AND HER FIVE BEAUTIFUL SIBERIANS.
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Fox road was taken and followed a distance of 
a few miles where the course swung off around 
the-Farmer’s loop and back to the starting 
point by the Ester Road.

The day of the first race found perfect con
ditions prevailing with the mercury at four be
low zero and a good trail. Four teams were 
entered and they were sent away ten minutes 
apart, the first getting the starter’s flag at 
10 :30 &. m. The entries, in the race were War- 
wick and Vance McDonald,'both with teams of 
huskies and-Frank Dufresnfe and Judge Clegg 
who both entered teams of Siberians. Warwick 
and Dufresne drove their own teams while E. 
P. Allard drove, for McDonald and Tommy 
Wright handled Clegg’s dogs. J. W. Warwick 
drew first position at -the start and was sent 
away at 10:30, followed by McDonald, Clegg 
and Dufresne respectively..Going away, Clegg’s 
six fast Siberians looked the best of the field 
but the general census of opinion seemed to fa
vor Dufresne with his team of seven beautiful 
snow white ‘ Siberians. At about 12 :15, the 
first teams were reported as being close to the 
fininh and at 12:18 Warwick crossed the line 
in 1 hour and 48 minutes. He was followed 
six minutes later by Clegg ’s team, which under 
a great drive by Tommy Wright had passed

McDonald to finish in one hour and 34 minutes. 
A t 12 :28 McDonald came in, Eis time being one 
hour and 48 minutes, and at 12:40 Dufresne 
crossed the line in one hour and 40 minutes, 
six minutes longer than that required by Clegg’s 
team/

On the afternoon of March 7 the race for 
women drivers was held and the size of the 
crowd that packed the Cushman Street bridge 
and covered the ice of the- slough indicated the 
tremendous interest that had been aroused in the 
event.

The rules governing the race were identi
cal with those of the previous event except that 
teams were limited to five dogs. The course was 
the same except that the team travelled if in 
the opposite direction than previously. This 
meant that the finish was by the Fox road and 
the trail down Chena Slough from Graehl which 
gave the spectators on the bridge a splendid 
view of the finish.

Of the five teams that entered the race two, 
namely Clegg’s and Dufresne’s, had taken part 
in the previous event and were now meeting 
for the second time, only under different driv
ers, Genevieve Parker handling Clegg’s, win
ners, and Mrs. Dufresne piloting the white Si- 

(Continued on Page 240
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PLAYIN G  TH E G AM E

It is trite to define the progress of life as a 
game. Yet *if we live it in that manner and ob
serve the rules, we quickly learn that like any 
game, life is marked by its high points of win
ning and its lower curves of depression. A  wise 
man on<je coined the.epigram: ‘ ‘When you come 
to the end of your rope— tie a knot in it and 
hang on for your luck will surely change. ’ ’

All this is quite beside the point which we. 
intended. Dean Ernest N. Patty has intro
duced at the College the “ game system”  of 
teaching and the results have been most satis
factory. Appreciating the prospector’s fond
ness for cards he devised a card game substi
tuting rocks and ore minerals for playing cards. 
This is used in the Mining Short Course work 
to train the prospectors in the sight determin
ation of rocks and ores. The prospector enjoys 
this and the competition generally results in a 
special challenge game with a dinner, for the 
winners.

The plan originally designed for the pros
pectors has now been extended to the regular

mining students as a method of training them 
in this important phase of their work..

W IN N ER S OF TH E K EEN  TROPHY

The close of the 1925-26 Hockey season in 
Fairbanks Was signalized by a splendid ban
quet given by President Victor Brown of the 
Hockey Association and his wife for all parti
cipants. At the banquet the President pre
sented the winners of the series for the year 
with the Crosby Keen Trophy Cup, they to be 
entrusted with its care until the winners of the 
next season have that privilege conferred upon 
them. This trophy was presented to the Hog- 
key Association by Crosby E. Keen, Superin
tendent of Construction for the Fairbanks Ex
ploration Co., and a well-known sponsor of ath
letics and sport in Alaska. The winners of the 
trophy for this year were the six members of 
the College team.: Robert McCombe, John Mc- 
Combe, Donald Morgan, John Luss, George 
King, and Clarence Burglin. They formally 
entrusted President Bunnell and their College 
with the keeping of this Trophy Until they 
could win it permanently.
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TH E PEACE OF ALLA H  A  M ONTH ON M Y  O W N

(Continued from Page 17) '
 a donkey, or an ox, or even an old cow hitched
to the stick—that is an irrigation unit, a com
mon sight neat Sidon. Around and around the 
well all day long the creature slowly walks and 
a small stream flows from the well to a hollow
ed channel in the top of a stone wall, and yet 
some of the finest oranges in the world can be 
cultivated by this method.

Higher up in the mountains there are fine 
vineyards where grows one variety of grape 
that is at least an inch in diameter— huge red 
things that require two or three bites in the 
eating. Syria is also a producer of olives, the 
second or third largest olive grove in the world 
being a few miles from Beirut. And how the 
Syrians love olive oil— a generous helping on 
most everything. It is catsup, salad-dressing, 
cream and butter to them and a masterpiece of 
Syrian culinary is an egg fried in olive oil, 
served cold with an additional touch of oil to 
season i t !

Syria is semi-tropical with Tain thru the 
winter season and drought thru the summer, 
but there is a period Of six. weeks or so after-the 
winter rains and before the ground has been 
burned of its vegetation that is the most glori
ous Springtime one. could imagine. Beautiful 
Wild flowers everywhere, brilliant flashes of col
or and delicate hues, and a fragrance and soft
ness in the air that is the universal message, of 
Spring. Syria and Palestine— the stage of the 
world for thousands of years— interesting al
ways— are. at the height o f . their glory in the 
Springtime;
I  pray the prayer that the Easterners do;

May the. peace of Allah abide with you, 
Where’er you stay or. where’er you go 
' May the beautiful palms of Allah grow.

Thru days of toil and nights of rest 
The peace of good Allah make you blest.

So I touch my heart as the Easterners do;
May the peace of Allah abide with you.

(Continued from Page 18) 
broken, and I became fascinated in observing 
'the actions of the seal and the birds. The seal 
were very curious concerning me and my skiff 
since they often followed the boat and now and 
then raised to get a better view. (Ordinarily 
they swim with the tops of their heads about 
four inches above the surface, but on these oc
casions they raised them a foot or more above, 
i t )  ...

Cut-throat trout were plentiful in one of 
the streams near which I was stationed as 
shown by the fact that I caught a string of 
some fifteen in about thirty minutes the first 
time I went fishing. The biggest one I caught 
was about- twelve inches long, -two inches wide 
and an inch thick.

When the Pacific, American Fisheries boat 
“ Northland”  stuck her prow around the point, 
I  felt that a part of the joy of the hermit life 
was that of the increased interest., it gives one 
in civilization and the companionship of human 
beings. But one has profited by an experience 
when he looks back to it with such pleasant 
memories as I  hold of my life in the wilds.

W IN G ED  DISCOVERY

(Continued from Page 7)
A fair sized crowd had collected at the 

field to see the Alaskan take off on the. first trip 
to Point Barrow early on the morning of March 
the 31st. It was perfect flying weather with a 
strong south wind blowing so that everything 
seemed to favor success on the initial flight. The 
plane carried aboard a high powered compact 
radio outfit which got into touch with Fairbanks 
after the Endicott range *had been crossed and 
again in the evening from Point Barrow with 
the good news that a fast trip had been made 
and that a good landing had been effected on 
the lagoon, ice ; no further news was received un
til the evening of the 15th of April when word
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was received that a return would be made on 
the morrow. As the plane was expected back 
early in the afternoon, fears began to spread as 
the evening drew onr until they were allayed by 
a wire from Circle that a landing had been made 
on the river there to replenish the oil supply; 
which had run low. The ship left Circle the 
next morning and made a good landing on the 
home field at one o ’clock. With the return of 
the plane it became known that on the trip north 
Point Barrow had been reached in a little over 
four hours and that as there Was plenty of gas 
and oil in the tanks Wilkins had decided to fly 
out over the ice before landing, and that they 
had flown two hundred miles north without 
sighting any land before they again turned south 
to land at Barrow.

The reason for the delay in leaving on the 
return trip was that the snow had become drift
ed on the lagoon so that" it was impossible to ob
tain sufficient speed to  take off and therefore 
the get away had to be postponed until with the 
help of Esquimo labor a runway had been clear
ed. The breaking of the small engine that fur
nished the juice for the radio was the cause of 
the lack of communications, as it was very hard 
to send the messages when supplying* current 
with the hand turned machine.

During all the time that the expedition 
was getting underway at Fairbanks things had 
been going poorly with the party under Sandy 
Smith. The snow motors had proven to be quite 
useless.for the character of the work that they 
were pitted against and they had to be dis
carded after taking some 19 days to. cover 75 
miles down the Tanana river. From Tolovana, 
on the Tanana Smith and Rosman, the radio 
expert, started on by dog team, the test of the 
party turning back to Nenana. Smith and Ros
man carried with them the Delco Electrical 
plant which would be used to develop power for 
the radio at Point Barrow. This they loader 
into one of the Sledges that had been with the 
snow motors and which had considerably wid
er runners than the Usual Yukon or basket sled

used in travel on northern dog trails. For this 
reason it gave them a great deal of trouble and 
caused loss of time so-that when the “ Alaskan”  
was ready to make its second trip, Smith was 
reported as just through the Endicotts, travel
ing down the John river and very short of food, 
and that he had had to shoot a couple of his 
dogs which had given out ; however the Delco 
set had been changed to a ' standard sized sled 
and the big one discarded so that this move 
had facilitated travel.

On the morning of the 10th the Alaskan 
left on her second trip north, a part of the load 
being dog salmon and lard to drop for Smith 
should the party be sighted. However the 
ship left with a capacity cargo of almost two 
tons and upon reaching the northern range of 
the Endicotts it was found impossible to cross 
them as the maximum height that could be ob
tained was nine thousand feet. The ship was 
turned west and the southern side of the range 
was skirted until a low pass showed up through 
which the crossing was made. From there on 
the plane was steered by compass a low hang
ing mist obscuring the ground so that there was 

. no chance, of sighting the Smith party. The 
plane left Point BarroW on the morning follow
ing its arrival but did not arrive at Fairbanks 
until eight and one half hours of>flying had been 
accomplished. This long period in the air was 
due to the fact that the plane got off its course, 
after crossing the Endicott Range and the 
usual landmarks did not show up. The plane 
was kept headed in a southeast direction and it 
was not long until a small Settlement was sight
ed on the banks of a river. As Wilkins was 
desirous of locating his position, he had Pilot 
Eielson bring the ship down, . and swooping 
low over the town he dropped a message ask
ing that the name of the town be written on 
the snow. This was done but it was indistinct 
so another note was dropped asking that the 
name be made clearer, this Was done and it 
was seen that the name of the town Was Aiat- 
na, a town situated on the Alatna 'river about
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halfway between the Endicott range, and the 
Yukon river. Before leaving, a last, message 
was dropped asking that, an arrow be made in
dicating the direction in which Fairbanks lay. 
This was done almost at once by twelve or 
more persons lining up to, form ah arrow with 
the head pointing in the direction the. plane 
should take*

During the time that the Alaskan had been, 
m a k in g  the two trips . to Point Barrow, work 
had been steadiiy in progress at Fairbanks re
pairing the Detroiter. This was carried on un
der the able direction of Major.,Lamphier, so 
that on the return of the Alaskan from the se
cond trip the repair work had almost been 
completed.

On the 15th of April the Alaskan left on 
the third trip to Point Barrow carrying a capa
city load. A fter waiting at Point Barrow for 
several days until the arrival of Sandy Smith 
they returned to Fairbanks. Captain Wilkins 
again started out with the “ Alaskan” , heavily 
loaded and a forced and hurried landing on the 
field resulted in the smashing of the plane be
yond further use. A  few days later Captain 
Wilkins made a successful flight to Barrow with 
the three-engined “ Detroiter,”  taking Major 
Lamphier and Sergeant Wiseley with him. 
They were forced to travel light in order to At
tain the elevation necessary to cross the Endi
cott range. At the present writing the “ De
troiter”  is still at Point Barrow and altho the 
party hopes to make a trip out over the Arctic 
ice before returning, the. exploring trips previ
ously planned will necessarily be curtailed be
cause of the limited fuel, supply at the Arctic 
base.

SPOTLIGHTS ON A L ASK A MINING  
HISTORY

(Continued from Page 12) 
of prospectors, that go searching for new ore- 
bodies.' Few. now set out looking for some 
golden-floored .brook, whose riches are _ attain

able with the least possible, effort. No. Realism 
having displaced fanciful romance in their 
minds they set out to seek the outcrops of de
posits of those, useful metals without which 
mankind’s ; scientific and economic progress 
would soon stop. .

DOG RACING IN  FAIRB AN K S

_ , (Continued from Page 20). 
berians. The other entries were all teams of 
huskies driven by Mrs. Sheldon, Mrs. Miller and 
Mrs. Nordling. ■

The first position at the start had been 
drawn by Mrs. Dufresne and she was.sent away 

;by the starters at one o ’clock and followed at 
ten minute intervals by Mrs. Miller, Genevieve 
Parker, Mrs. Sheldon and Mrs. Nordling re
spectively. AH the drivers got away to good 
starts except Mrs. - Sheldon who had trouble 
with her leader. Clegg’s team with Genevieve 
Parker looked the best on, the start and proved 
themselves to be so, this College girl driving a 
wonderful race and finishing in one hour and 36 
by Tommy Wright in the previous race when 
he had six dogs instead of five, the five called 
or in the women ’& race. - i

The interest shown in these two races pretty 
clearly- showed that dog racing is a sport which 
will succeed in Fairbanks: The Kennel Associa
tion deserves great credit for the start they 
have made and it is hoped that before long they 
may see this year’s race develop into.the great
est dog race in the whole country.

Among the many changes in evidence on the 
campus is a new porch to the main building cov
ering the steps and protecting them from the 
ice and snow of winter.

The College can boast of as many branches 
of athletics as most colleges in the States. Hoc
key is a good substitute for football and tennis' 
is played both in the spring and in the fall. 
Interest was evidenced in baseball as soon as 
the snow disappeared early in April. :
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Subscribe
for the

Jarthest-Horth 
C o l l e g i a n

75c a year 
THREE ISSUES

“  Where there’s always a welcome
for an Alaskan”

Come in and See Us when 
Passing through Seward.

The FISHER CAFE
CHARLES F ISH E R  Propr- 

Seward, Alaska Tecklenberg Blk.

CALIFORNIA M AR K ET
P E TE R  8 T E lL , Prop.

STAPLE AND FANCY; 

GROCERIES

Fairbanks - Alaska

Cann Studio
INCORPORATED \

Kodaks and Kodak Supplies at ; 
Outside Prices ;

Kodak Finishing, Enlarging, Hand Cploring ■ 
and Artistic Framing i

P O R TR A IT STU D IO  IN CO N N ECTIO N  ! 
We can take your photo, day or night. ■

Post Cards, Alaskan Views, Souvenirs, Eskimo j 
Carved ivory and Curios

FAIRBANKS, ALASK A I 
w w w n v w !

DRY CLEANING, PRESSING, REPAIRING,
Official Merchant for International jr

Tailoring Company 9i
JAKE MARKS £

FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 1 ffi
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The Empress Circuit of Alaska
Operating the Finest Theatres in the North ffi

CORDOVA, SEWARD, VALDEZ, ANCHORAGE, FAIRBANKS jjj
Showing only the best films produced, accompanied by pipe organs and grand pianos, |jj 

with the best Musicians to Play Them ffi
AUSTEN E. LATHROP, Manager § [

McIntosh and Kubon

Drugs and Medicinal Preparations, Serums and 
Vaccines, Assay and Photographic Chemicals, 
“I-P” Looseleaf Note and Memo Books, Eaton, 
Crane & Pike’s Stationery, Augustine & Kyer’s 
Candy, Cigars, Cigarettes, French Perfumes and 
Toilet Necessities.

T H E  CORNER DRUG STO R E 
AT FAIRBANKS 

Known Throughout Alaska

SMITH BROTHERS
W IN C H E S TE R  S TO R E  

Sole Agents for
AH Winchester Goods, Rifles, and Ammunition 

Imported Mauser Rifles 
Victrolas and Victor Records 

Second Avenue, Near Cushman Street 
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA

Waechter Brothers Company
Wholesale and Retail

Fresh Meats and Livestock
VUW 9

M INERALS W A N TE D
We are always buying minerals of many kinds. 
What have you? Mail us samples of any loose ' 
crystals* fine groups of crystals or pure masses 
of rare minerals. If specimens are beautiful 
so much the better, but we also buy ugly min
erals if they have scientific interest. Meteorites 
are -especially desired. We are the largest 
dealers in the world. Over sixty years of help
ful service at the same location—

W AR D’S N A TU R A L  S CIENCE 
E S TA B L IS H M E N T 

84-102 College Ave. Rochester, N. Y.

The Mocha Cafe
AN ENTIRELY NEW RESTAURANT

Neat and clean; best of cooking and only 
the best meats and foods served.

BOWLING AND CARD ROOMS IN 
CONNECTION

Second Avenue Fairbanks, Alaska
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The E. H. Mack Company
Successors to H. E. St. George Realty Co., and St. George and Cathcart.

R E AL E S T A T E  PUBLIC A C C O U N TIN G  FIR E AND L IF E  INSURAN CE
S AFE D EPO SIT BOXES BONDING COM PANY N O TA R Y PUBLIC

A G E N TS  FOR A U TO  LIN E TO  C H IT IN A  A N D  E L S EW H E R E

“Te lfY o u r Troubles to ‘E. H.’ 

SECOND AND CUSHMAN STS. FAIRBANKS, ALASKA

Avakoff and Brown, Jewelers
T H E  G OLDEN H E A R T OF A LA S K A

Manufacturers of Nugget and Ivory Jewelry— Ivory Souvenirs and Indian Moccasins. 
Expert Watchmakers, Jewelers and Engravers. Diamond Setters

FAIRBANKS ANCHORAGE

BERG
The Tailor and Clothier 

SUITS M ADE TO ORDER  
Reliable Merchandise

INDEPENDENT
L U M B E R  C O .

Largest Stock of Finished and 
Rough Lumber in Interior Alaska.

Fairbanks Alaska

Pozza’s Junk Store

W hat you don’t want we buy; 

W hat you want we sell.

Office U. S. Grill * ' Phone 157-B

Roy Lund’s Auto Stage
Regular Service 

’ U. S. MAIL—FAIRBANKS SOUTH 
RICHARDSON HIGHWAY 

Fast Cars or Trucks 
FOR HIRE 

Leave any hour on short notice for 
Richardson—Valdez—Alaskan Range



| Assay er’s Supplies |
Laboratory Apparatus, Chemicals, Reagents, . jjj

Braun-Knecht-Heimann Company
Founded 1852

576-584 Mission Street SA N  FRANCISCO, Calif.
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1 E-D-U-C-A-T-I-O-N IS LIF E ’S G REATEST  
ASSET

It teaches one to know 
the best.

FO LLO W  T H E  C O LL E G E  CROW D T O  g

THE MODEL CAFE 1
KNUPPE YOULE BURGLIN § j

FA IR BA N KS, A L A S K A  jjj

m

U. S. Grill
TH E HOME OF ALL GOOD 

THINGS TO EAT

Second Avenue

Fairbanks Alaska

. When you think of Seward 
. Say

Hotel Seward
Strictly Modern

Steam heat —  Hot and cold water 
One of the best in the North

Seward Alaska

You
can have your clothes made 

to order.
Any style you wish.

Made from the very best material 
SUITS FROM $38.00 A N D  UP

M AR K  SELLS
FAIRBAN K S, ALA SK A

Storage Repairing

Johnston’s Garage
C HEVROLET D EA LER  

Parts and Service 
FA IR B AN K S

First and Noble Phone 2PB
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Just to say that Jess and Bill welcome your patronage at 

mTHE IMPERIAL CIGAR STORE™
F A IR B A N K S ,  -  - - -  A L A S K A

The House of Quality
LA V E R Y  & B A IL EY

Fancy and Staple Groceries
Gasoline Service Station 

Miners’ Supplies, Crockery, Granite, Tin  and 
Glassware; Buyers and Exporters of 

Raw Furs and Skins

Cushman St. and Second Ave. Fairbanks

Fairbanks Clothing Co.
CUSHMAN STREET

HA N D LE LIN ES O F HIGH Q U A L IT Y  GOODS 

(N  M EN ’S W EARING  APPA R EL O N LY

LIVE AND LET-LIVE PRICES

Garden Island Restaurant
Q U A L IT Y — SERVICE 

LOU 18 ROSE, Propr.

Garden Island Fairbanks

NORDALE HOTEL
A. J. N ORDALE, Propr.

N E W  AN D  STRICTLY M ODERN

Second and Lacy FAIR BANKS, A LAS K A

HEALY RIVER COAL CORP.
Healy Forks, Alaska 

M INERS AN D  DISTRIBUTORS OF SU N TR AN A  
High Grade Coal 

Austin E. Lathrop Oscar Weber
President. Fairbanks Rep.
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MINING ENGINEERING-
Appeals to the young man with pioneer blood in his veins. TH E. 

SCHOOL OF M INES of the A L A SK A  COLLEGE. 
Situated in the heart of a mining country and with the very best 

modem laboratory equipment—
Offers unusual opportunity for thorough and practical courses in 

M INING GEOLOGY —  M ETALLU RG Y Board and room at the-new College Hf
rn_ -  • _ J?  ilntnvn’tArtr AYV TVP.r ' TTintttlv. RS

HARRY PHILLIPS

CIGARS, TOBACCOS, CANDIES

FAIRBANKS

TIBBIT & LANE,

Largest and Leading Hotel in Fairbanks

82 W E L L -F U R N IS H E D  ROOMS

Stables for Horses and Dogs 
Popular Prices . FAIRBANKS, ALASKA

1 KIM BALL PIANOS DIRECT FROM TH E FACTO RY  
TO YO U

From “ Forthest-North” to Cape Horn— in many countries— K IM B A LL Pianos are! Supreme in Tone, 
Action and Durability. The Student Body of the Alaska Agricultural College and School of Mines 
Recently Purchased the Kimball and Enthusiastically endorses this Piano. Write for Catalog 
and Prices

W . W . K IM BALL COM PANY
MAKERS: Kimball Grand and Upright Pianos, Rep- ESTABLISHED 1857
p0hoUnCi?aphs.n°S’ S | 8 P  Pian°S’ P?Pe ° t8to8 aQd Kanban Bldg. - . Chicago, 111:
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Fairbanks Laundry, Inc.
Capital Stock, $29,000

You Can Have Your Clothes Laundered

SAME D AY AS RECEIVED

High Class Hand Work Department 
Work Called for and Delivered

You will find
your laundry well done and entirely 

satisfactory,
t>i§§|UiF——

' you send it to the

American Hand Laundry
JA C K  O’GARA, Propr.

Fairbanks Alaska
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The Fairbanks Machine Shop
PETERSON and NIELSEN, Props.

■ BOILER W ORK, H E A V Y  M ACH IN E AN D  BLACKSMITH W O RK

You are Sure of Satisfaction When Your Work is Done by Expert Mechanics

Our Specialty— Acetylene Welding and Auto Repairing

STOP at the

TANANA BAKERY
For a Good

L U N C H
OR A LOAF OF

“Mother’s Bread”

Kennedy’s Grocery
For the best at all times—

Try COLLEGE IN N  Goods 
They are the Creme de la Creme

AT FAIRBAN K S
IN THE GOLDEN HEART OF ALASKA 

YOU CAN BUY 
Best Made Women’s Wearing Apparel, Phoe
nix Hosiery, Cantilever Shoes, Utz & Dunn 
Shoes, Gage Hats, Munsingwear Underwear, 
Fur Coats, Kenyon Sport Coats, and Dresses 

Shipments Received Weekly

GORDON’S
Anchorage Fairbanks

The latest patterns in
Rugs, Linoleum and W all Paper, 

also
Furniture and Building Material

Andrew Nerland
- CUSHMAN ST. FAIRBANKS

Samson Hardware Company 
Mining Machinery and Mining Supplies 

Garden Island, Alaska
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f
Is it really ever too cold to build? ij

Even at below-zero temperatures 
concrete construction can be suc
cessfully carried on. Write us for 
our literature on how to build in 
cold weather. No charge or obliga
tion.

c

Superior Portland Cement Co. |
1003 Seaboard Bldg. SEATTLE, Wash.

S

“The Original Plaster Wallboard of the West”

“TO PATCH  
A  HOLE  

or
BUILD A  
HOM E”

Gov’t engineers selected “Perfection” 
for Alaska schools and o t h e r  Gov’t P E R M A N EN T  
buildings, as' the best possible material 
for walls and ceilings. It is the best 
gypsum plaster in sheets and is nailed 
to rafters and studding just like lumber.

ARTISTIC
FIREPROOF

Ask your local dealer about “Perfection” or write to the makers for sample and booklet. 
WESTERN WALLBOARD CO.—4527 9th Avenue, So.—SEATTLE
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Staple and Fancy Groceries,
Hay, Grain and Feed.

Hardware and Building Materials,
Clothing, Boots and Shoes,

Paints,' Oils and Glass,
“Ball Band” Rubber Goods,

General Merchandise of all Kinds

Northern Commercial Co. of Alaska

The figure that goes into the clothes and the figure 
you pay for them. With a hand-tailored Stein-Bloch Suit 
we ca;n fit the figure in the clothes as do no other clothes. 
W ith our policy of “big values bring big business” we not 
only meet the figure you want to pay, but beat yous expec
tations.

‘Q U ALITY” “SERVICE”

Wholesale and Retail Dealers in

“DRESS W E L L  AN D  SUCCEED”

Stein-Bloch
SM ART CLOTHES

You Calculate In Two Figures



The First National Bank of Fairbanks
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA

Resources Over $1,000,000.00
W e Issue Local and Foreign Drafts and Travellers’ Checks 

Requests from out of town customers given careful attention

W E  SOLICIT YOUR BUSINESS

The Farthest-North National Bank
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Yon haven’t seen Alaska
Until you have traveled over

THE RICHARDSON TRAIL
Through the heart of the Alaska range, past the greatest 

variety of beautiful scenery on earth,
TR A VEL W ITH  THE

Richardson Highway Transportation 
Company

IN STUD EBAKER BIG-SIX TOURING-CARS  
For further information write The R. H. T. Company 

| CORDOVA-^—  : Alaska FAIRBANKS



Prepare for Your Job— 
The Explosives Engineer

Devoted to the Technology of Drilling, Blasting, 
Loading and Transportation of Coal, Ore and Stone

W H A T  more profitable in
vestment can you make 

than to spend slightly less than 
three cents a month for a wealth 
of practical, usable information 
for the improvement of drilling, 
blasting, and allied operations 
contained in each issue of The 
Explosives Engineer?

In April, for instance, there is 
an article by E. H . Johnson on 
"Blasting Coal for Mechanical 
Loading,”which covers this sub
ject clearly and thoroughly.
Those interested in hard rpek 
mining will find in “ Mining 
Methods of The Cresson Gold 
Mining Company”  some prac
tical explosives data. The con
struction engineer of. the 
Queenston-Chippewa hydro
electric canal tells about that un
usual project which, when com-

T h e E x p l o s i v e s  E n g i n e e r
W i lm i n g t o n  Published Monthly D e la w a r e

pleted, will utilize a part of Nia
gara’s wasted energy. "Mining 
for Oil” describes a new process 
of extracting petroleum from oil 
sands. And, o f course, a Blaster 
Bill cartoon and the usual biblio
graphy of all articles on drilling 
and blasting and a list of new 
patents, digested from the tech
nical press of the world.
Our new subscription rate— 
Three Years for One Dollar 
— is less than might reasonably 
be asked, but professors tell us 
they would like to have their 
mining and engineering stu
dents read The Explosives En
gineer regularly. Therefore, we 
have gone as far as we could to 
encourage this.
Just write your name on the 
coupon below. If you mail it now 
you will not miss the next issue.

T h e  E x p l o s iv e s  E n g in e e r
941 D elaware T rust B ldg. 
W ilmington, D elaware

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
United States— 3 yrs. $1.00, 1 yr, §0,50 

Other Countries—3 yrs. 2.00; 1 yr. 1.00

I am enclosing $1.00 for a 3 years’ subscription to The Explosives Engineer, to begin with the current 
issue, if It is not already exhausted, (This rate applies only to the United States.)

Name.................................... .................................... ................................ .. . .

College ig ...................................................................................... .................................. ......

Course    , J | g L . . . . . . . .   ..........  Class............ . . . . . . . .......................... .

City  .............   State..............................................................  ,


