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Where ¢wo steam locomotives formerly puffed and strained to pull a 360-ton freight tizin up the
p slope of Maltrata incline, two electric locomotives haula 660-ton train with power to spaze.

@GENERAL

Electricity levels the Mountains

The General Electric
Company required but
eighteen months to elec-

In Mexico, romantic land of pretty senoritas and
languorous minstrelsy, practical American eng:-
neers have harnessed streams so that mountains
may be leveled.

The winding thirty-mile Maltrata incline on the
road from Vera Cruz to Mexico City is now elec-
trified. Ten electric locomotives rerlace twenty-
three steam engines. The electrics haul twice the
of the steam locomotives—and in half the

trify
locomotives, power
plant, transmission
equipment complete.
Engineeringskill, backed
by vast manufacturing
facilities, has enabled
G-E to serve humanity
in many ways.

A series of G-E adver~
tisements showing what
electricity is doing in
many fields will be sent
on requelt. Alk for
booklet GE!

GENERAL ELECTRIC

ELECTRIC

time, with obvious benefits to traveler, railroader,
and shipper.

Yet Maltrata is but an example of electrical prog-
ress. For electricity is conquering the grades of
railroads and of industry alike, the world over.

Impressive, no doubt, but still modest when com-
pared with the possibilities of electricity in years
to come. And it remains for college-trzined men,
with trained capacity for initiative and leadership,
to become ambassadors for further electrical con-
quests in foreign lands.
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A BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN MINING.

Donald A. Morgan, graduating in June with the degree of Bachelor of Science in Mining
Engineering, is the fourth to receive a diploma from the College and the first to graduate
He is one of the six students who entered the College
when it opened in September, 1 Morgan, the first white boy born in Fairbanks, has grown
up with the camp, his earliest memories being of the rousing boom days. For the past two years
he has been editor of the Collegian, and this year was president of the Student Association.

whose training has been all-Alaskan.
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THE “DETROITER” TAKING OFF AT FAIRBANKS

Winged Discovery

By JOHN McCOMBE

HERE is an element of romance and
adventure allied to exploration into un-
known places that holds an irresistable
spell for most of us; therefore it was not unna-
tural that the interest of the entire world was
aroused with the news that plans were on foot
to send an expedition into the Arctic to explore
sertain undiscovered areas by means of air-
planes. To Alaskans, however, it was of double
interest for not only was Fairbanks to be the
assemblage point for the expedition but also
Lieut. Carl B. Eielson, Alaska’s pioneer avia-
tor, was to be pilot. 3

It was in December, 1925, that the idea of
the expedition was conceived, grew and became
a reality. Its promoters and backers were the
Detroit Aviation Club, Pathe News and North
American Newspaper Alliance. Captain George

Hubert Wilkins, an Australian who had the ex-
perience in the Arctic with Stephansson and in
the Antarctic with Shackleton and who had al-
so done considerable flying, was chosen as com-
mander with Carl B. Eielson as pilot. Sandy
Smith, an Alaskan who was familiar with the
overland route to Pt. Barrow was to command
the snow motor party which it planned
would take the major part of the supplies to
the arctic base.

Smith with his party arrived in Fairbanks
late in April and after two days there, left
again for Nenana, the starting point. On the
11th of February the two snow motors with
their tows of loaded sledges started down the
Tanana river to Tanana on the first lap of their
long overland haul.

The first member of the flying person-

was
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nel of the Detroit Arctic Expedition, in the per-
son of Lieut. Eielson arrived in Fairbanks on
the evening of February 16th and was given an
enthusiastic welcome by his many friends. His
arrival ahead of the main party was for the
purpose of making the preliminary arrange-
ments for the hop-off to Point Barrow. His
chief eoncern was in regard to a suitable field
that would be of sufficient length to give the
big planes a half mile runway to take off when
loaded to capacity. Upon examination of the new
field cleared by the local airplane corporation
he found it to be adequate to the needs of the
expedition. On the 19th, Pilot Eielson spoke
before a gathering of students and townspeople
at the College Gymnasium on ‘‘Plans for Pio-
neering Further North’’ in which he reviewed
the object of the expedition stating that its
main purpose was to explore that unknown area
lying to the north of Point Barrow where it was
thought a vast body of land lay. In this work,
Pilot Eielson said, a base would be established

at Point Barrow from where the two ships would
fly out over the ice three to four hundred miles
in an effort to discover land. By this means
a tremendous area could be explored in a very
short time. If any land was discovered it would
be claimed for the United States and if possible
a landing would be made and a base established ;
if, however, no land was discovered it was like-
ly that an attempt would be made to fly from
Point Barrow in a non-stop flight to Spitzber-
gen, in which case he would aet as pilot with
Wilking navigating the plane.

One week after the arrival of Eielson the
rest of the personnel of the expedition arrived,
including Major T. P. Lamphier, commander
of Selfridge Field, second in command, Pilot
Charles M. Wiseley of Selfridge Field, me-
chanic R. Markey, Ray L. Howard of the At-
lantic Airplane Corporation, Palmer Hutchin-
son, representative of the North American News
paper Alliance, and Wm. Hudson, Pathe News
cameraman. Capt. Wilkins was also expected to

CAPT. WILKINS. AND MISS GENEVIEVE PARKER AT THE CHRISTENING
































































































