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This
Changing
World

To-day, you can see big buildings erected

noiselessly—by electric welding.

The structural steel worker is dropping
his clactering hammer for the electric
arc. Silently, swiftly, rigidly, economi-
cally, buildings are being fabricated by
electric welding, which knits steel with

joints as strong as the metal itself.

Building silently! Nothing seems im-
possible in this electrical age.

Nor only in building construction, but
in every human activity, we instinctively
turn to electricity to add to the com-
forts of life and to eliminate the wastes
of production—another evidence that
the electrical industry is maintaining its

leadership in this changing world.

GENERAL

GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY

Not only industrial equipment,
but electric refrigerators, MAZDA
lamps, and little motors that add

to the comforts of home,
by the
Electric Company. All are identi-
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FARTHEST-NORTH COLLEGIAN

The Progress of the College

By CHARLES E. BUNNELL

but it is the span from infancy to school

days and those who are competent to
speak on the subject, advance the opinion
that the progress of the individual during
this period will in most instances be the index
of his future strides.

A comparison of the physical growth of
the child or institution is helpful. In neither
instance is it the most important considera-
tion but we are pleased to measure and com-
pare and so we take pride in the fact that the
College today is more than three times as
large as it was six years ago, not including its
dormitories, power plant and shop buildings,
of which there was none in 1922. We find
o faculty of eighteen instead of seven, an en-
rollment of 175 for the sixth year as com-
pared with 62 for the first year and to the
regular courses of four years in agriculture,
home economics, general science, civil engi-
neering and mining engineering, there have
been added four year courses in business ad-
ministration, chemistry, geology and mining,
metallurgy, and education.

This is the age of colossal enterprises. We
are thinking in terms of million dollar trans-
continental trains, multimillionaires and bil-
lion dollar mergers. Keeping pace with the
times the average student inclines to become
a part of the twentieth century university
which lists its students by thousands or even
tens of thousands, boasts of its million dol-
lar stadium and endowments in the tens of
millions. The word “university” or even
“college” stands today for the completed edi-
fice rather than the structure in process of
building. And so it is not surprising that an
additional handicap confronts the “Farthest
North” of all colleges as it sets itself to the
task of building from the ground up and sell-
ing its wares to those who are disposed to
deal in a pioneer market.

The problems of the Territory under the
provisions of the land grant college Act are
properly interpreted to be the problems of
the College and higher education is not ren-

SIX years is only a short space of time

dering a full measure of service unless it ac-
cepts these problems for solution. Its watch-
word must be cooperation and its hope must
be that neither the giving nor the receiving
shall be a one-sided affair.

In 1915 Congress granted to the Territory
as a site for an agricultural college and school
of mines four sections of land in the Tanana
Valley subject, however, to all prior appro-
priations and reservations. In the center of
this tract was the agricultural experiment
station reservation of 1440 acres. Prior ap-
propriations amounted to 260 acres. Of the
2560 acres originally granted there were avail-
able 860 acres only. In 1923 President Cool-
idge upon the application of the College and
the recommendation of the Secretary of Ag-
riculture, abandoned approximately one-half
of the agricultural experiment station reser-
vation and it became available for the Col-
lege. The portion thus abandoned was un-
improved and had not been cultivated. Each
biennium the College has requested the Ter-
ritorial Legislature to appropriate funds with
which the College can establish an agricul-
tural experiment station but the Legislature
has declined to make appropriations for this
purpose contending that Congress intended
when it made the original grant, that the
Federal Agricultural Experimental Station
should become the property of the-Territory
for the College.

Six years seems too long to mark time
when a land grant college, recognizing agri-
culture as a basic industry, stands ready and
prepared to do for this industry in the Ter-
ritory just what forty-eight land grant col-
leges in the States have done for the forty-
eight States of the Union. If the Depart-
ment of Agriculture consents to release this
station it is safe to say that the College will
forthwith demonstrate its ability to develop
the agricultural resources of the Tanana Val-
ley.

Through another branch of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the Bureau of Biological
Survey, very satisfactory progress has been
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made. This Bureau under a cooperative ar-
rangement with the College maintains a
station on the Campus. Feeding and cross-
breeding experiments with caribou and rein-
deer are being carried on. The policy is to
convert the thing we know we have into a
product which others want. Several hun-
dren acres have been fenced into a project al-
ready disclosing the possibilities of an indus-
try that will prove to be one of the Terri-
tory’s most valuable assets.

As a result of the efforts of the College ‘0
obtain the benefits of the agricultural experi-
ment station Acts, commonly known as the
Hatch, Adams and Purnell Acts, Attorney
General Sargent held in an opinion submit-
ted to the Secretary of Agriculture that these
Acts were not applicable to territories out-
side the limits of continental United States.
Through the efforts of Congressman Albert
Vestal of Indiana an Act to extend the bene-
fits of the provisions of the Hatch Act to
Alaska passed the House at the last session of
Congress.

Although the Act of 1915 granting to the
Territory a sif> for the College also provided
that section thirty-three in each township in
the Tanana Valley be reserved from sale or
settlement and that the land so reserved
could be leased by the Trustees of the Col-
lege for agricultural purposes and the pro-
ceeds become a permanent fund for the sup-
port of the College, the amount of money now
in the hands of the Territorial Treasurer by
virtue of this Act is only $54.50. If this sum
were invested in bonds bearing 5% interest
the annual income would amount to $2.73.
Governor Parks was of the opinion that Con-
gress ought to make a land grant to the Ter-
ritory for the College. The Secretary of the
Interior was of the same opinion and a bill
granting 100,000 acres of land to the Terri-
tory to be sold for the purpose of creating a
permanent fund for the College, having been
drafted by the Department of the Interior,
was introduced by Delegate Sutherland and
passed the House at the last session of Con-
gress.

For several years prior to the opening of
the College the United States Bureau of Mines
maintained an experiment station at Fair-
banks. The cost of maintaining this station

was approximately forty per cent of the en-
tire amount available for mine inspection in
the Territory. Hon. Ben D. Stewart, Federal
and Territorial Mine Inspector, after consid-
ering the mutual advantages that would re-
sult to the College and to the Bureau of Mines
recommended a cooperative agreement be-
tween the Bureau and the College with the
result that more than $12,000 additional per
year became available for mine inspection
work in the Territory and the College gained
the advantage of making educational con-
tact of experimental station work in its short
courses in mining. Over one hundred min-
ers, prospectors and others interested in min-
ing have taken these short courses offered
by the College and have thereby profited from
the theoretical as well as from the practical
training.

The cooperation and constructive work of
the Bureau of Mines and the Bureau of Bio-
logical Survey are bright spots in our early
days when a little help means so much.
Then, too, it is encouraging to have men of
vision view our efforts and upon returning to
the States go to Congress in our behalf. We
firmly intend that the institution is going to
keep right on moving ahead and though we
have been told that we will make haste slow-
ly we are not convinced that this paradox is
worthy of serious consideration.

Everyone feels sure he can tell the way
the wind blows but he is willing to adniit that
a weather vane is worth while. An institu-
tion for higher learning is a good weather
vane and every citizen of the United States
must take pride in the fact that there is a
weather vane of this kind in his country at
64" 51' 21" north latitude. The factor that
makes progress possible is education.

This brief outline of what we have ac-
complished and of what we are striving to
add to our facilities for a broader scope of
endeavor brings us to the student body, the
workers, or to put it another way, the human
elements in our laboratory.

Last year with a total enrollment of 175
the student body was divided as follows: short
course students 56%, special students 13%,
and those doing regular college work 31%.
The total enrollment this year will be approx-

Continued On Page 17.
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Campus Life

ALVIN H. BAHLKE

OW, let me think. This must be an in-
N ventory of the events of our college

life in the Fall of ’28 so that we may in
our future “bay-window” days re-read and
smile. Still more important though, I must
think of our friends of today, and the man-
ner in which this little diary must be writ-
ten to be most pleasing to these friends.

The best way to get the most enjoyment
out of this rehearsal, I believe, is to pretend
that all of us are college kids. It’s not so
hard, just try and get the most fun possible
out of today cause tomorrow we may “flunk”.

Fall had come. The sun was setting not-
iceably earlier. The wind—Oie, how it chill-
ed in the morning. This last, by the way,
gave us an excuse, and a darn good one at
that, to think of our snug rooms at the col-
lege dorms. We had laid aside for the vari-
ous dues that are brought to our attention
and all in all, were anxious to get back and
make more friends and no doubt an enemy
or two. But why should we worry over this
last thought? We had worked hard all sum-
mer and certainly felt capable to lick our
weight in freshmen.

The few of us who had arrived a bit early,
had just sat down “to take five” after giving
our rooms the final (?) “once over” for the
semester. Then and not until then, in fact
right at the particular moment when I was
resting most peacefully and very satisfied
with God, man, and my newly arranged room,
a tall person floated in and spoke to me—in
my own room, mind you!

“We are going down to meet the bunch
as they get off the train,” said the intruder.
The way he said “we,” any one could under-
stand that I was included in the fight or
whatever was going to take place. Still hop-
ing that perhaps he was making a mistake
and I might continue my siesta, I thought I
would tip him off.

“My name is Obradavitch, and yours?” I
inquired.

He didn’t fall wortha clam. I believe the
boy thought I had all along been intending to

invite him in but had just been too busy to
attend to the matter. He held out his hand
and said, “Mears is my name, glad to know
you.” About two and a half words later he
said, “I came from the U. of W.” I took one
look at him and knew he wasn’t lying. You
can tell one of those birds as far away as you
would walk for two Camels.

“Well, that is nothing, a lot of us got kick-
ed out once or twice of possibly even better
institutions than that,” said I, in such a way
as to convey the idea that I still remembered
enough of the proceedings to successfully
eradicate him from my room. But just then
a half dozen who (I suppose) had been pour-
ed in the same mold as this Mears person
came in and planted a hat on my head, and
pulled me into the hall. So it came about

DORMITORY ACTIVITY

that I was on hand to inspect the new Frosh.

The train pulled in at six amid our shouts
of welcome to our classmates and even a smile
or two to the bewildered freshmen (if they
were good-looking). Poor things, smiles were
few and far between those first few months
that followed.

On the whole they were a worthy lot.
Yes, even worthy of us, those frosh of ours.
Of course, there are a few exceptions, like
Sadie Pratt, who always has a new idea—
“Honestly, no one has ever thought of it be-

















































































