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The cathode-ray ©*• 
cillogram o f the 
induced lightning

Back o f every product bearing the G-E monogram, 
from an electric locomotive to the tiny motor that 
runs a sewing machine, is the basic scientific re
search for which the General Electric laboratories 
are famous. Both in the home and in industry this 
monogram carries the same assurance o f electrical 
correctness and dependability.

N ot yet is the lightning tamed. But the 
hand of science reaches forth. Already a 
way has been found to make the lightning 
write its own record o f this destructive force 
measured in millions o f horsepower, which 
is still the greatest enemy of high-voltage 
transmission lines.
One such record is reproduced on this page. 
It was taken on the lines o f the Pennsylvania 
Power and Light System by a cathode-ray 
oscillograph—- .̂high-speed camera developed. 
in the General Electric laboratories. The 
surge that was recorded measured 2,500,000 
volts; the record showed that the lightning 
lasted 40 millionths of a second. From such 
data and measurements ultimately comes 
control o f natural forces.
There are unlimited opportunities such as 
this for fundamental research in the applica
tion of electricity. literally beyond price is 
its ultimate value to the electrical industry 
and to the public. Here is a challenge to 
stir the imagination o f any engineer.
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The Seniors

GENEVIEVE ALICE PARKER 
Mining and Geology 

Genevieve, one of last year’s graduates, came 
back this year for her degree in Geology and Min
ing. This is an untried field for women but we feel 
sure that Gen will make good as she has already 
shown us that she is as much at home in the hills 
as most men. This year she has been a valuable 
committee worker and has also been business mana
ger of th Glee Club.

ALBERT C. VISCA 
Business Administration 

Albert has honestly won all of his laurels. He has 
served on the executive committee of the Student 
Body in various capacities and was president of that 
organization during the last year. The custody of 
the business affairs of the Collegian has been his 
for the last two years. He was also president of the 
Commercial Club during 27-28.
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The Seniors

JOHN CALVIN BOSWELL 
’ Mining and Geology

Jack transferred here from the University of Ore
gon in 1926. He has played three years of Varsity 
basketball and also served on the athletic committee. 
Jack has found time for various public offices: Busi
ness Manager of the Collegian in 26-27; President of 
the Student Body in 27-28; and Master of Cere
monies of the Mining Society during the past year.

B. ERNEST NICHOLS 
Mining and Metallurgy 

Nick transferred here from the University of Ne
vada last January;
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Campus Life
A. H. BAHLKE

S PRING! Oy-y, Isn’t that a wonderful 
word? Doesn’t it bring enchanting 
thoughts to your mind? Surely, and 

why shouldn’t it? Then the birds come back. 
Then the sun returns and the snow disap
pears leaving the earth moist and fit to pro
duce beautiful green things. Then the trees 
sprout; then do the flowers bloom; then does 
nature parade in all her beauty.

Winter drags. Winter loiters day after day 
when it should make way for a newer sea
son. At last one morning we step outside and 
marvel at the change. A bird sits here, two 
more over there. The side walk is wet. There 
is a haze in the air. The eaves are dripping. 
You look around and young son Oscar has an 
unusually large collection of freckles. As you 
give frim the once over you hear marbles 
rattle in his pockets. Spring is here again; 
it’s everywhere. Gosh! Isn’t it good to be 
alive. Absolutely glorious!

Spring on the campus is the best spring 
of all. Everyone has more pep; more things 
happen per revolution of the clock. Field 
trips, long walks, parties, dances, and hunt
ing trips are the means of recreation. The 
days are just full of “bing.”

The first evidence of spring is the nervous 
pacing to and fro of the short horns. It isn’t 
long before they leave for the hills two and 
three at a time. In a short while they are 
all gone and we miss them for awhile. They 
are a fine bunch of fellows. We look forward 
to having most of them with us again. Now 
don’t get me wrong; we’d like to see them all 
back but a lot of them are bound to be off 
somewhere locating a bonanza.

About this time the fellows notice that the 
number of jokes increases. Comedy in pecu
liar forms is prevalent. Our friend Hiram 
Madsen was coaxing a beautiful cowlick to 
stay put, when a chap named Ek wandered 
into Hiram’s room in search of a bit of cloth

with which to mend a shirt sleeve. Seeing 
Madsen’s shirt which had not been tucked 
in as yet, says Ek:

“How about me borrowing some of the tail 
of your shirt? Friend Madsen ejyeing Ek’s 
scissors in the mirror says in firie sarcasm, 

“Sure!!” ,
“Snip,” says the scissors.
“Thanks” says Ek. „
“Say what-!*-s-^ and more says Madsen. 

Another battle was on and so endeth the 
“Tail of the Shirt.” /  ■

Then we find the boys sneaking into the 
photographers here to have a “sitting.” Ugh! 
and some of those paste-boards that are 
brought home are a sight. Could Shakes
peare see a couple, what a tragedy he could 
write. Dignity plus is the idea the “sitters” 
wish to emphasize. The Men’s Dorm had a 
group picture taken. Can you imagine any 
one of them clothed in the somber cloak of 
austere dignity? Just about everyone tried it 
though.

The Business Ad. Club gave a dance which 
was the first big event of the spring semes
ter. There was a blind horse present whom no 
one could figure out It seems as though 
there is a chap on. the campus who was the 
sixteenth child of a family of eighteen or 
two dozen. Being so situated in the order of 
things, as a boy, his wardrobe consisted en
tirely of the outgrown garments of the rest 
of the family. On the night of the B. A. 
dance, he made himself thoroughly at home. 
That evening that boy was togged out in the 
best that the campus wardrobes could fur
nish. Marcelled heads absently rested upon 
familiar coat shoulders. They say if he had 
not sprung some bum Irish jokes they pro
bably never would have found out that Lar
ry was in their midst.

On St. Pat’s Day, the engineers in the var
ious departments held open house of which
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THE DORM BOYS

many visitors took advantage. Each group 
displayed typical and unusual instruments 
used in the loboratory and showed the dif
ferent phenomena that could be produced 
with some of them. All visitors were asked to 
sign on a sheet of tracing cloth and while 
they were enjoying the exhibits, blue prints 
were made of the signatures. As the crowd 
left, each visitor was given a blue printed 
copy of the Visitors Record. In the evening 
the Engineers’ St. Pat’s Dance was held. Old 
St. Pat was there in person to initiate the 
freshmen into the great International order 
of Engineers. This was old Pat’s first trip 
into the northland and he grumbled much 
about the poor traveling conditions. He is 
going to order heavier suits for his body
guard next year.

This year’s visiting basket-ball champions 
from Petersburg were the guests of the Col
lege during the afternoon and at the dance 
in the evening. Joseph Kahklin, the star 
Petersburg guard sang two numbers. This 
young man has talent in many fields other 
than athletics.

It was quite a job to decorate the hall for 
this dance but Harve I. Ashby was a great, 
help until one afternoon he slowed down 
very noticeably. There was something that 
was bothering him. Finally he said to every
one in particular and no one in general:

1 “I may smoke a lot, but I don’t smoke a 
pound a week!”

“What of it?” asked someone.
“Weil,” said Harve, “A pound a week is 

GONE!”
Doheny knew from experience that Ashby 

could and would not do any more decorating 
until his hod was loaded, so he handed Harve 
his tobacco pouch. After the first couple of 
drags he came over to Doheny and said, 

“Say, what kind of tobacco do you smoke?” 
“Prince Albert,” said Larry.

’ “Uh-huh,” said Harve, “Somebody has 
been lifting my Granger, and this isn’t Prince 
Albert I’m smoking now.”

The Junior Prom was a big success in every 
way you look at it. The Masonic hall was 
nicely decorated; there was a lively crowd 
and Larry succeeded in borrowing another 
suit. Roberts was going to do the same thing 
but he could not get a pair of shoes large 
enough for his feet and also match the bor
rowed suit.

The members of the Senior Class of the 
Fairbanks High School were the guests of the 
College on this evening and a dinner was 
given in their honor at the College Commons. 
Later that evening they were the guests of 
the Junior Class at the Junior Prom.
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Buffalo In Alaska
By L. C. DOHENY

H ENTLEMEN do not constitute the van- 
I t  guard of new civilization,—. It is the 

rough, the hardy, and the ruthless that 
press forward and pave the way for new tides 
of conquest.” Peter B. Kyne said the forego
ing through the mouth piece of one of his 
characters in “Tide of Empire.”

Starting on the eastern seaboard of the 
United States, the tide of empire rolled over 
the Appalachians, into the extensive Missis
sippi valley to the Rocky Mountains and then 
crossed the thin barrier to the Pacific Coast. 
The “rough, the hardy, and the ruthless” pro
ceed forward to claim the vast natural re
sources of a virgin country. Conservation was 
unknown to them; they tilled, mined, or 
lumbered until each locality had been robbed 
of the cream in agriculture, lumber, or gold 
and without more serious thought for the 
future than to repeat their tactics, moved to 
a newer locality. Behind them they left worn- 
out farms, denuded watersheds and stripped 
mineral beds. The settlers were not to blame 
individually, in fact the crime should be 
placed on the vastness and richness of the 
unsettled country that tempted the wasters.

Scattered over most of North America 
from Great Slave Lake in Northern Canada 
to the grass country in Northern Mexico, and 
from the Appalachians to the Rockies, were 
innumberable herds of buffalo with their total 
numbers estimated in the millions. They were 
hardy animals, braving the blizzards of the 
plains, the cold of the north and the heat 
and scarcity of water in the more southerly 
climes. They fought off their natural ene
mies; reared their young; acclimated them
selves to arctic, temperate, and semitropical 
conditions and had become the most numer
ous mammal of their size in North America 
until the nineteenth century.

DEEP SNOW MAKES THE GOING HARD

The Indians used the animals as a source 
of food, shelter, and clothing. On the western 
plains tribes moved with the buffalo on their 
seasonable hunts, killing for use only when 

(Continued on Page 25)
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The Coming of St. Pat
By C. F . HERBERT

FOR THE first time in history of the Col
lege, St. Patrick, the patron saint of all 
engineers, was publicly honored. A 

dance was given in the gym by the engin
eers. During the dance new members were 
initiated into the Ancient and Honorable 
Order of St. Patrick and the graduates were 
knighted.

Preceding the ceremony of initiating new 
members into the Ancient and Honorable 
Order of St. Patrick, the Master of Cere
monies gave a short resume of the life of St. 
Patrick and told of the mysterious slab of 
olivene on which were inscribed weird look
ing hieroglyphics. This slab after it had been 
worked upon by various engineering depart
ments of the College was finally translated. 
It read: “Let the world give thanks to God 
and to his chosen, the engineers. Patrick O. 
Flanagan, C. E., E. E., E. M., M. A., Ph. D.” 
Following this marvelous revelation of St. 
Patrick, his history was carefully scrutinized 
and the following facts obtained. In the year 
433 A. D. he traveled thru Ireland on a geo
logical expedition. He was captured by the 
Druids but due to his engineering training 
he was able to face all trials and so he es
caped. However, St. Patrick naturally had 
the perseverance and valor of a true engin
eer so he soon went back to Ireland and con
verted his former oppressors. The complete 
life of St. Patrick is too long to set down 
here. It will suffice to say that his life was 
replete with many deeds both great and lit
tle which prove St. Patrick to be the great
est of engineers. As a natural result of the 
exposition of his life, St. Patrick has come 
to be the patron saint of engineers.

In conjunction with the St. Patrick’s Day 
celebration on March 15, the engineers held 
open house, which was well attended. The 
Civil Engineering department had a large 
display of its wide assortment of apparatus, 
testing machinery, and drafting-room work.

The Mining department had an exhibition 
of ore dressing, fire assaying, and mineral- 
ogical determinations. The Physics depart
ment had an interesting electrical display 
and the Chemistry department showed some 
Unusual experiments. The Open House was

ST. PAT WATCHES THE PROCEEDINGS 
very successful and showed many visitors 
the work that the College is doing.
' In the middle of the dance the initiation 

and knighting ceremonies of the Ancient 
and Honorable Order of St. Patrick were 
held. First the Master of Ceremonies told of 
St. Patrick’s life and the finding and trans
lating of the mysterious green stone. Then 
when he had finished the trumpets blew, 
the engineers filed in, and assembled around 
a throne at one end of the hall. Immediate
ly behind came St. Patrick dressed in regal 

(Continued on Page 18)
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Mt. McKinley National Park
By GEORGE LINGO

BUT A SMALL percentage of the people 
of the United States are aware of the 
fact that in the very center of the virg

in Alaska wilderness lies one of the newest, 
largest national parks, and one that Will al
ways be unique and different from the others.

In 1916 the attention of Congress was fo
cused upon that section of Alaska which lies 
south of . the Yukon and west of the Tanana 
River, along the northern base of the Alaska 
range. This region, by reason of being re
mote from big rivers and the natural high
ways of travel and being out of the line of

ably supported in committee hearings by 
General Greely, Belmore Brown, represent
ing the Camp Fire Club of America, chief of 
the Alaska division of the U. S. Biological 
Survey, and many other prominent natural
ists and sportsmen. In 1917 the bill was pass
ed and provided that some 2645 square miles 
of territory should be set aside and known as 
Mt. McKinley National Park. This area em
braced Mt. McKinley, Mt. Russell, Mt. Baker, 
Mt. Pamela, Mt. Brooks, and other mountains 
all ranging in height from 11,600 to 20,300 
feet.

SAVAGE RIVER CAMP

the gold discoveries, had escaped exploita
tion by prospectors and hunters, and had be
come a great natural sanctuary for the wild 
game of the country. Charles Sheldon, a big 
game hunter, naturalist and sportsman, came 
to the region to obtain specimens of big 
game for the National Museum of History, and 
was so successful in his quest, obtaining such 
excellent specimens of moose, sheep, caribou 
and grizzly bear, and was so impressed with 
the scenic beauty of the region in the vicinity 
of Mt. McKinley, and with the abundance of 
big game to be found there, that he felt a 
firm conviction that this region should be 
set aside for a national park, thus made a 
permanent sanctuary for big game.

At Mr. Sheldon’s instigation a bill was pre
pared and presented to Congress, and was

Having created a national park and game 
preserve, it was necessary for the Govern
ment to establish, through the National Park 
Service, administrative measures and an or
ganization of superintendent and rangers 
to carry them out. This was not effected, 
however, until several years later, owing to 
the inaccessibility of the region. At that time 
the Alaska Railroad, although projected to 
pass within a few miles of the easterly bound
ary of the Park, was a long ways from com
pletion and still many miles from this re
gion. The district was so inaccessible that a 
Government party of ten men, with twenty- 
one head of horses, which had been detailed 
to proceed to the new park and establish the 
boundary lines, were forced, after many 

(Continued on Page 36)
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Eskimo Life On Diomede Island
By ROGER MENADELOOK

IN THE middle of the Bering Straits are 
two islands; Little Diomede and Big 
Diomede. The first named is small and 

the estimated distance around it is six miles. 
The latter is larger but lower than the form
er. The International Boundary runs be
tween the two islands. Little Diomede is on 
the American side. On the Western side of 
the island is a village of approximately a 
hundred people. These people are Eskimos 
and call themselves Ingalit. They live in 
houses built of wood, with an outer wall Of 
stone. The space between these two walls is 
filled in with sod gathered from the grassy 
patches on the hillside. Connected with the 
house is a shed with an upper story, which 
is usually made of lumber and covered with 
skins.

As is the case with many Eskimo villages, 
there is a larger house than the rest which 
is called the “Kozgi.” This is practically 
the same as the other houses, except that it 
has a tunnel in place of a shed. The inter
ior of the house is walled With hewn wood. 
A bench is attached to the wall about half
way to the ceiling from the floor. This is 
used as a storing place, and also as seats. 
The “Kozgi” is the gymnasium, the work
shop, the dance hall, and the general meet
ing place of the village. Here during the 
long winter nights the men compete with 
each other in wrestling, high kicking, tricks 
done on the rope suspended from wall to 
wall, and many other games. As has been 
said before, this is where the men fix their 
broken sleds, mend their harnesses, fix and 
make their harpoons, and carve their ivory. 
The women squat by their lamps and sew 
muckluks, make mittens and parkiesv and 
prepare other clothing for their husbands 
and children.

In former times when food was plentiful, 
dances and feasts were held in the “Kozgi.” 
The singers sit on the floor with drums in 
their hands. The dancers occupy the middle

of the floor. The Eskimo dance differs from 
English or white man dances in that men 
and women dance separately. The dancers 
swing their arms and stamp their feet in

IVORY CARVING FROM LITTLE DIOMEDES 
time to the drum beats. During the dance 
gifts are given, and other gifts are given 
back. In some dances a sort of a stage is 
set up on the floor, and curtains are set up 
around the stage. When the dancing begins 
the curtains are drawn off. The actor or 
actors imitate in pantomine some action 
which is deemed funny or otherwise ridicu
lous. In Eskimo society a man or woman 
(it does not matter which) has a cousin who 
is called an Ilook, or, to define the word, a 
joking cousin. Now these cousins always 
joke each other. Thus an error made by one
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of these cousins may be a topic of a song 
made by the other cousin, and this song 
may be translated in a dance much the same 
as a moving picture would be made out of 
a story. These dances are seldom held now- 
a-days and the only time one sees them is 
when the natives congregate into one place, 
as when they go to Nome in the summer to 
trade.

Hunting is done all the year round. In 
winter the procedure is to get up early in 
the morning, get their breakfast, and .start 
out before dawn. The hunting weapons and

THE AUTHOR IN NATIVE DRESS 
implements consist of a gun, harpoon, seal 
hook, harpoon line, and a pair of binoculars, 
or a telescope. His clothes are his seal skin 
muckluks, reindeer-skin socfcs with hair in
side, a pair of seal-skin pants, two parkies 
one outside with fur turned outside and the 
inside one of fawn skin with fur inside. 
These two parkies are covered with a white 
drill parkie, which makes the hunter look 
more like the ice and snow and therefore 
less conspicuous. When he is all ready he 
goes out and hitches his dogs to the sled, 
and starts out on his day’s hunt. On reach
ing a place which siuits him he ties his 
sled to a cake of ice and taking his weapons, 
he starts out. Climbing a high hummock of

ice he scans the ice field and when he sees 
a place where seals are likely to come up 
for air, he approaches it. In some places the 
ice is thin. The hunter takes his harpoon, 
which he uses as a staff, and tests it. If the 
harpoon goes through the ice with a little 
push, he knows it is dangerous; if it does 
not go through he knows it is safe to walk 
on. When he reaches the ice pool he builds 
a wall of ice in front of him for a camou
flage. Making a seat of his-hunting bag he 
waits for his game to appear. Sometimes it 
takes hours before he sees a seal or before 
he has a chance to shoot at one. When one 
does come up within range he shoots at it, 
and seldom does he miss, especially if he is 
an experienced hunter for he always keeps 
his gun in order. Taking his seal hook out, 
he throws it at and over the seal which is 
now floating on the water. Having succeed
ed in hooking it he pulls it to the ice, attach
es his dragging rope to it, and starts out to 
his dog team and sled. When he reaches 
home he is welcomed by his children and 
they help him unhitch the dogs, and drag 
the seal to the house where it is cut up. 
The children slide on the snow with the 
skin, which takes the blood off the hair.

Many games are played by the children; 
some of which I will put down. The boys 
like to play hunting, imitating their fathers 
in all they do, and they also slide down with 
ivory runnered sleds two feet long or With 
one-runnered sleds which they use in going 
sideways on the hill side. The girls play 
house, usint* ice dishes and pots or else 
play ball. Their balls are made by them
selves and are very pretty things being 
fringed with reindeer hair and white tanned 
seal skin. Many times the girls go home cry
ing and say sobbing to their mothers “Jack 
broke my play house,” and the mothers put 
on their parkies and rush out expecting to 
scold the boys but lo! the boys are not to be 
found, having hidden some place. The say
ing “Boys are boys” applies to the Eskimo 
boys also.

As the days get longer the boats are taken 
to the hunting ground, which is on the 
South side of the island. This occasion used 
to be a sort of holiday to the people with
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races and feasting, for all know that summer 
is near and the time of plenty has come. 
Very early in the morning one may see the 
men assemble their dogs and start out to 
their boats. On arriving there the dogs are 
tied up, and the men climb up the steep side 
of the island to see if there is any game to 
be seen.-From this place of observation one 
may look out over the vast expanse of ice 
and see the mainlands of Siberia and Alas
ka in the distance, 
or, what is of more 
importance to the 
hunter, the herds 
of walrus on the 
ice, or a whale 
blowing. On see
ing game as wal
ruses on a cake of 
ice, the hunters* 
take their boats 
and launch them, 
and paddle swiftly 
but silently t o- 
ward the game.
They go toward 
the herd behind 
an ice cake which 
is directly in line 
with the game so 
they may not be 
detected. When 
t he y  get  c l os e  
enough the firing begins. The wa l rus es  
on hearing the noise, lift up their huge 
heads and look around. When they detect 
the presence of men they dive with a big 
splash. After a while they come up blowing 
and barking the walrus bark. The men after 
getting enough to load their boat, cut up 
the animals and start home. After the boats 
are unloaded the meat and hides are taken 
to the village with the dog teams. As spring 
is the main hunting season of the year, the 
men try to get as much game as possible. 
The meat is stored in pits 10 to 15 feet deep. 
These pits remain frozen all the year around. 
Some of the meat is dried and stored in a 
dry place. This season is the busiest time 
of the year for the natives.

When the meat is all stored away and the

ice gone, some of the natives depart for 
Nome in their skin boats or by trading ships. 
The women staying home pick leaves and 
roots and store them in oil for the winter 
time. The men hunt anklets and murres 
with dip nets, and also get eggs, which are 
very abundant, from the cliffs. The boys 
and some of the men dig for old ivory from 
ancient dump piles. This is where most of 
the colored ivory comes from. The ivory is 

carved into beads, 
paper knives, etc., 
and may be seen 
in many stores 
that sell curios.

Oc c as i ona l l y  
during the sum
mer, S i b e r i a n s  
come over to the 
island to trade 
their furs, ivory, 
carvings and skins 
for tobacco, am
m u n i t i o n  and. 
white man’s ' grub, 
and cloth. Some 
of their carvings 
and etchings are 
very good, and 
miniature ships are 
made exactly like 
the real ships. A 
few of the Siberian 

men have reddish beards which may have 
come about through intercourse with Rus
sians.

The much anticipated visit of the Boxer, 
the government supply boat, comes in the 
fall. It brings back the people who have 
gone to Nome during the early summer. The 
coal and the supplies for the teacher also 
come. After the second trip of the Boxer the 
people do not expect any more visitations 
from other people from the mainland. Then 
the  ̂get ready for the long winter and think 
no more of other things but for the future. 
Thus the Eskimo live from year to year, 
and like it, for to them, as to other people, 
home is the best place of all.
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The Shiny Knobs
By I. VEELDA KLIPPER

ON THE 21st day of January in the year of 
our Lord 1929 in a room deep down in 
the basement of the College Dormitory, 

three fellows sat around a table. One skilled 
in reading faces could easily tell that some
thing out of the ordinary was a-foot. The 
fellows were three of the dormitory’s mos'; 
upstanding and prominent occupants—name
ly P. J. Doheny, Mexico Fred Beeler and Buck 
Roberts.

For some time 
silence reigned 
supreme in the 
room. Suddenly 
however, Beeler 
broke the silence 
by saying, “Fel
lows! this old 
school is going to 
the devil. What 
we need is a new 
organization on 
the campus — a 
real organization.
The G u n t e r s  
have long since 
passed ou t  of 
prominence along 
with most of the 
other secret or
gan i z atioris of 
the Dormitory. The time is ripe for a new so
ciety.” Fred, while saying all this was playing 
with a match stick and a marble on the table 
top, Doheny’s eyes sparkled and to one who 
knows P. J., it was obvious that something was 
about to happen. Knowing Doheny as he 
did, Buck looked worried as he was sure 
something terrible was about to happen. He 
was greatly relieved however when he per
ceived that Doheny was just having an idea. 
Think of it—Doheny having an idea. I don’t 
believe Beeler has completely recovered from 
the shock as yet; at least something is wrong 
with him. The idea which struck Doheny was

this. Seeing Fred playing with a match re
minded him of the time when he. was a 
swamper down in a pool room somewhere 
along the Mexican Border. It brought 
thoughts of the old billiard table and the 
Old billiard balls. P. J. then suggested that 
we organize a billiard club. Fred and Buck 
at once gave their attention to the matter, 
both of them, of course, being past masters 
of the art of handling a cue stick.

When however, 
they discerned 
t ha t  Do he ny  
wanted them to 
shave their heads 
and paint a num
ber on the back 
of their heads, 
they refused. Do
heny, though,  
was strong for 
the idea and used 
his persuasive 
tongue which had 
won him so many 
conquests . down 
in Old Mexico to 
such an advan
tage that Buck 
and Beeler de
cided to be the 

charter members of the organization. Do
heny, you see, had no hair in the first place 
and had long envied the fine hair that both 
Beeler and Buck so proudly displayed. He 
thought he would have more success with 
the coeds on the Campus if Beeler and Buck 
were made to look as nature had intended 
him to look.

Beeler said, “Have yours cut first, Buck, 
and if you look all right I will have mine 
cut.” Buck refused to at first but by flipping 
a coin it was decided that he was to be the 
first victim. The Dorm barber was called and 

(Continued on Page 26)

THE BALDYS
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PROGRESS

T O HIM who hath much will be given, 
but to those less richly endowed an ag
gressive leader is a necessary pre

requisite.
This is the last of the Federal Land Grant 

Colleges and one would normally expect it to 
receive automatically the Federal legislative 
benefits that have been erected through the 
years to foster the effectiveness of the work 
of the Land Grant Colleges. To develop both 
research and extension work in Agriculture, 
Congress has during earlier years passed the 
Hatch, the Adams and the Purnell Acts which 
provide permanent appropriations for this 
work. The Smith-Lever Act provides for sim
ilar work in the field of Home Economics.

Two years ago President Bunnell began a 
fight to secure the benefits of these Acts for 
the Alaska College. At first blush one might 
anticipate only the necessity of a formal re
quest founded upon proper proof of the abil
ity of the College to carry forward the pro' 1 - 
lege, however, found that such benefits were 
not to come to it so easily. The first barrier 
was a legal ruling of the Treasury Depart
ment taking the stand that Congress did not 
have non-contiguous territories in mind 
when the Acts were drawn. To surmount this • 
ruling it was necessary to get a Bill through 
the present Congress definitely extending the 
benefits of these Acts to Alaska.

Such a bill was introduced into the House 
of Representatives by Congressman Vestal 
of Indiana, a man who has first-hand/ infor
mation on the problems of the Territory. Ob

jections developed from certain bureaus 
within the Department of Agriculture who 
were apprehensive that this Bill might inter
fere with their Alaskan program. These ob
jections became so formidable that President 
Bunnell was summoned to Washington and 
succeeded in removing the opposition and se
curing the cooperation of the Department of 
Agriculture. After many vexatious delays 
success finally loomed in the offing until the 
Bureau of the Budget frowned on the mea
sure. President Bunnell appeared personally 
before the Director of the Budget and suc
cessfully defended his requests. The Bill 
passed the House of Representatives but it 
was too late to secure consideration by the 
Senate during that session of Congress.

This year President Bunnell again return
ed to Washington and with the aid of Repre
sentative Vestal, Senator Phipps and other 
forward looking men a bill providing for the 
extension of the Hatch Act and the Smith 
Lever Act passed Congress and was signed 
by the President.

This account but briefly chronicles the 
high points of a fight which brings to the 
College an annual appropriation of $25,000, 
for research and extension work in Agricul
ture and Home Economics.

The light of learning shines as brightly 
through the plain glass windows of a small 
College as through the vaulted windows of 
a great University. President Bunnell has 
convinced those at Washington that the win
dow is here—the faculty and students of the 
Alaska College congratulate him.

FRIENDS of the Alaska Agricultural Col
lege and School of Mines are sometimes 
surprised to learn that approximately 

one-third of the regular students in the col
lege are enrolled in Business Administration. 
This department seems to appeal to Alaskan 
students because they realize Alaska’s need 
of trained business men and business women. 
There are many remarkable opportunities 
which will doubtless be given to those young 
people of Alaska who are prepared in the 
near future to give time, thought, and the 

(Continued on Page 30)
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Problems of Alaskan Aviation
By JOSEPH M. DUNN

A S AN INTRODUCTORY note it might be 
well to. make a short review of the 
progress of Aviation in Alaska. Avia

tion received its commercial start in the in
terior of Alaska about six years ago when 
the first planes used were Curtiss JN-4D’s, 
commonly termed “Jennies” and Standard 
J-l’s. Both types were wooden fusilage bi
planes designed as training planes during 
the war. They were powered with war sur
plus engines some of which are very reliable 
when properly cared for.

An interesting point regarding the growth

As soon as the established companies saw 
the possibilities of commercial aviation, new 
production planes were brought into the 
country. These ships were three place bi
planes powered with war production en
gines and were thoroughly reliable. A Dutch 
Fokker monoplane was brought into the 
country and was used for carrying the heav
ier loads.

With continued success crowning the ef
forts of the interior aviators faster and more 
reliable planes were brought in. These were 
biplanes powered with the new Wright

PLANE TAKING OFF ON ANCHORAGE BAY

of commercial aviation in Alaska is that no 
lives were lost in accidents occurring during 
a commercial flight of any description and 
that only two lives have been lost in any 
other phase of aviation. The first of these 
was the death of Palmer Hutchinson, a news
paperman associated with the first Wilkins- 
Detroit Arctic Expedition. He was killed 
when struck by a whirling propellor of the 
tri-motored Fokker “Detroiter,” which he 
was helping push over the flying field. The 
second man to lose his life was Pilot Lieut. 
Danforth. He was engaged in giving flying 
instructions to a private group of air-mind- 
ed men of Fairbanks in a “Jenny” belong
ing to C. H. Gillam. At the time of this un
fortunate death he was giving dual instruc
tion to Mr. Gillam when the plane went into 
a spin, falling less than a thousand feet to 
crash into some burned-over ground a mile 
or two west of Fairbanks.

Whirlwind engine. This engine is a nine 
cylinder radial engine developing as high as 
two hundred and twenty horsepower. Late
ly a large all-metal monoplane capable of 
carrying eight passengers at a high rate of 
speed has been placed in operation by a lo
cal company. This plane is powered with a 
four hundred and twenty-five horse power 
Pratt & Whitney “Wasp” engine, which 
much resembles the Whirlwind engine.

Operating from Fairbanks there are two 
active transport Companies, one company 
which is engaged in prospecting and which 
uses planes as a means of transportation and 
several private planes. In all there are six 
planes powered with Whirlwind engines, one 
powered With a Pratt & Whitney “Wasp,” 
five planes powered with war-time engines, 
one Dutch Fokker powered with a German 
engine, and several other planes in various 
stages of dis-repair.
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With this condensed history before us we 
are ready to get down to problems arising 
before the Alaskan aviator.

The most important problem is that of 
la n d in g  fields. In the winter time this diffi
culty is overcome by the use of the frozen- 
over lakes and rivers which provide excellent 
fields on which to land. Between Valdez and 
Nome there are only about fifty municipal 
and government airports. Many of these 
have been built within the last few years. 
Some are small, others of fair proportions, 
and a few can compare with those found in 
many cities in the United States. In the 
United States the fields are given ratings 
depending on size, condition, amount of 
night flying equipment on hand, etc., while 
in Alaska a town or village either has a 
landing field or it has not.

In the United States the pilot is comfort
ed by the fact that if his plane should de
velop motor trouble he can be reasonably 
sure of finding a place to, land in. He is 
also sure of the fact that he can seldom be 
far from civilization, if he flies a course 
along the several mail routes he has a gov
ernment landing field every ten or twenty 
miles at which he can land for repairs. This 
means that he is never more than five to 
fifteen minutes from a safe landing and aid.

In Alaska another and vitally different 
condition prevails. The pilot has the sug
gestion always before him that in case of 
motor failure while on a prolonged flight he 
has one chance in ten, or a hundred possibly, 
of making a safe landing. In the summer 
time his chances are even less because the 
rivers are then open and many of Alaska’s 
rivers are small and their bars too small 
for a safe landing. In early fall and early 
spring the snow, which at this time is only 
a few inches thick or is wet and slushy, 
covers the real nature of the field or bar 
and so makes it practically impossible for 
the aviator to determine the character of 
the ground. The rivers at this time are froz
en but slightly or else the ice is rotten mak
ing it an exceedingly dangerous task to land 
on the rivers and lakes.

Also if the Alaskan aviator makes a forced

landing he has a Very small chance of being 
near civilization and must depend upon his 
own ability to make repairs if his plane is 
injured in the landing and must be able to 
make necessary repairs to his engine if he 
was forced down on account of engine 
trouble. If he is unable to do this he must 
make his way overland to some town or vil
lage, secure the necessary parts and then 
complete his repairs.

Radio stations are placed only in the more 
important towns and it is from these few 
stations that the aviator has to depend for 
his weather reports. Probably less than a 
dozen stations daily radio weather reports 
to Fairbanks so that the pilot must under
take a second course to determine condi
tions at his destination—that of trial and 
error.

He flies towards his destination and if he 
is met by fair weather, well and good, his 
flight is successfully accomplished, but if 
he is met by a stOrm he must either return 
to his starting point or fly to a nearby town 
and wait for the storm to blow over.

In the United States the pilot looks at the 
morning weather chart for all of the U. S. 
and if favorable conditions exist he is able 
to make a successful flight without any 
wasted time.

Another advantage the U. S. pilot has is 
that of beacons and markers. Most of the 
airports in the States have night beacons 
and flood lights. Beside this they have mark
ers in the form of large arrows set at var
ious points along the mail routes for the 
guidance of the mail pilot by day and elec
tric or gas beacons illuminating the course 
by night.

In Alaska no regular mail routes have 
been laid out, therefore there are no mark
ers nor any beacons for night flying. The 
Municipally owned field at Fairbanks, 
known as “Weeks Field,” is the only lighted 
airport in Alaska. It possesses a powerful 
beacon and a floodlight for illuminating the 
field.

Therefore the Alaskan aviator is faced 
with the problem of confining his flying 

(Continued on Page 28)
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The 1929 Dog Derby
A S FAR BACK as history records we 

have had racing. People of every na
tion and climate have evolved their 

own type of racing. Foot racing, horse rac
ing, swimming, steeplechasing, automobile 
racing, bicyle racing, airplane racing and 
dog racing are a few of the different kinds 
of racing indulged in in various parts of the 
world.

It is only natural that the Alaskan would 
turn to dog racing as an outlet for this par-, 
ticular characteristic which we have ac
quired from our ancestors. For years the 
Nome-Candle Sweepstakes was the premier 
racing event of the North but with the pass
ing of Nome as an active mining camp the 
Sweepstakes became a matter of history.

In the fall and winter of 1925 the Fair
banks Kennel Club was organized and their 
first race was staged in the Spring of 1926. 
The revival of interest is apparent by the 
increased number of entries each year and 
the apparent improvement of the racing 
stock.

Three different events are listed on the 
Kennel Club racing calendar. The Signal

LAWRENCE WINNER OF SIGNAL CORPS TROPHY

GEN PARKER, OUR MUSHING CO-ED

Corps Trophy Race, the H. Wendell Endicott 
race and the Women’s race. Of these the 
Signal Corps Trophy race is the outstanding 
event. The fifty-eight mile course is laid 
but regardless of hills and valleys and is a 
real test of man and dogs. The prizes for 
this event are: First, $1,250; second, $600; 
and third, $300.

The accompanying chart shows graphical
ly the progress of the race from the time 
the winning teams left Fairbanks until they 
returned. Lawrence drove Judge Clegg’s 
team of eight Bird Dogs and Siberians, Sa- 
koff drove his own team of eleven Male- 
mutes and Fred Stickman drove his own 
team of eight Malemutes.

The H. Wendell Endicott sweepstakes race 
is more a test of speed than endurance, the 
course is laid out over what is known as 
the Farmer’s loop, seventeen and one-quart
er miles long. This race was of especial in
terest to the College because two of our 
Co-eds were entered in it, Genevieve and 
Hortense .Parker. Hortense had hard luck



18 F A R T H E S T - N O R T H  C O L L E G I A N

Distance .....................,.................  0
* Elevation .................   512
Elapsed time ......... ,......  Vf......
Lawrence, First  ......... ......
Sackoff, Second ..... ............
Stickman, Third.............................

POX olnes Chatr
anika Summit POX Pbks.

10 12 ' 7 9 10 10 58824 670 725 2301 824 512
0:57 0; 58 0;39 1:01 0:57 1:01:57 5:33:57
0:51 0:52 0:38 1:07 1:09 1:10:26 5,47:26
1:00 0:57 0:39 1:10 0:59 1:06:32 5:51:32
i at Fairbanks.

WAITING FOR THE GUN 

right at the start when her dogs became en
tangled in their harness and she had to 
withdraw. Genevieve made excellent time 
considering the heavy trail but just lacked 
one minute and fifty-four seconds of being 
in the money. To finish in fourth place it 
was necessary for Genevieve to defeat sev
eral experienced men drivers, and the fact 
that she was competing with the best driv
ers in the Northland coupled with her con
sistent winning of the races for women 
causes her to be rated as the champion 
woman driver of Alaska.

First place went to Fred Stickman who

made the circuit in 1 hour, 24 minutes and 
54 seconds. His brother, Joe, was second in 
1 hour, 27 minutes and 38 seconds, while 
Walter Sakoff placed third in 1 hour, 33 
minutes and 9 seconds.

Miss Genevieve Parker, driving Thomas B. 
Wright’s team won first place in the Wom
en’s race in 1 hour, 31 minutes and 43 sec
onds. Mrs. Fred Padersen driving Judge 
Clegg’s team placed second in 1 hour, 51 
minutes and 6 seconds and Miss Hortense 
Parker driving the Hurley-Corey combina
tion was third in 1 hour, 53 minutes and 8 
seconds.

THE COMING OF ST. PAT. 
(Continued from Page 7)

robes and attended by two pages carrying 
his train. He was preceded by two body
guards carrying the Blarney Stone. On each 
side of St. Patrick was a burly guard carry
ing a huge shillalah. St. Patrick mounted 
the throne and court was called to order. 
Then the initiates were summoned before 
the throne and after taking oath to keep 
the rules of St. Patrick knelt and kissed the 
Blarney Stone. As they did so the shillalahs 
of St. Patrick’s body guards .descended on 
that part of the anatomy which is most pro
minent when one is bending over. After the 
initiation, the graduate engineers were ad
dressed by St. Patrick and then knighted. 
Court was then dismissed and St. Patrick 
with his body guard led the way out, not to 
return until March 17, 1930.

An act was passed by the legislature au
thorizing the College to collect and store 
mammoth bones and fossil remains of all 
kinds. An appropriation of $2000 was made 
for this purpose.
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A  Hunting We Did Go
By L. K. CHESTER

IT WAS IN the Upper Yukon Country in 
the fall of the year when the great ramb
ling hills were covered with the warm red 

blossoms of the fire weed, the golden and 
brown colored carpet of moss, and patches 
of timber drenched with autumn colors. We 
were much too busy at hydraulic mining to 
take more than passing notice of the far 
flung beauty on all sides of us, for we were 
intent upon just one thing—to get all of the 
cut pushed through the sluice boxes before 
freezing weather should arrive.

One clear fall morning the even routine of 
our work was disturbed by the cook who 
announced that the remainder of the meat 
in the cache had spoiled, and that we must 
needs produce some fresh meat at once or be 
content with a vegetable diet. The prospect 
of a steakless, roastless menu was not in the 
least inviting to the hard working crew, and 
accordingly the foreman delegated a young 
fellow named Sully and me to go hunting. 
It being between runs, there were no cari
bou in the hills at the time and the moose 
were somewhat scarce anyhow. Our pros
pects for getting meat quickly were none 
too good. Our cook considered himself to be 
an unusually good hunter and the most 
deadly shot in that part of the country—he 
admitted it himself. He had hinted that if 
someone could be induced to cook he would 
like to go hunting. Naturally, he was not a 
little annoyed to have his wish overruled 
and two green boys sent for meat when 
meat was scarce, while he, the mightiest 
Nimrod of them , all, must remain at the 
cook house to wrestle with pots and pans.

Shortly after breakfast we cajoled His 
Grace, the Cook to put up some small lunch
es for us, and with a small hatchet, a hunt
ing knife, a pair of field glasses, and plenty 
of ammunition for our rifles we started up 
the creek for the higher hills. Just as we 
left the cook house the cook had said to

us, “Now, if I was going along with you we 
would have fresh meat in camp by night, 
but you two—hmph.”

To which Sully answered, “All right, Cook
ie, bye bye and thanks for the best wishes.

We traveled up the valley for about three, 
hours keeping well up on the hillside of the 
right limit. The hills on either side were 
great ponderous things with smooth sides 
sloping in a bulging fashion down to the 
creek, which presented a wide area for care
ful scrutiny through our field glasses. We 
walked softly, avoiding dry things which 
would crackle, and not permitting the 
branches of the bushes to brush our cloth
ing; all the while looking eagerly about for 
a brown form bearing a broad sweep of 
greyish antlers. It being about the middle 
of September, the rutting season for the 
moose was just about to begin. The moose 
is ordinarily a shy and retiring animal, but 
once a year in the rutting season he throws 
up his magnificent head, snorts a challenge 
to all creation, and travels over the autumn 
colored hills in search of combat and a mate. 
At this season the bull moose becomes a dan
gerous animal. He is already plump from a 
long summer’s indolent browsing and now 
quits eating altogether and welcomes a fight 
with anything in sight, and for no reason 
at all. When the moose has found a mate he 
may usually be found around the heads of 
draws, and. it was to such places that we 
directed our keenest observation.

The opposite side of the valley seemed to 
have more little draws so we crossed to the 
left limit, climbed to an altitude of approxi
mately three hundred feet, and proceeded 
on up the valley. The next draw we came to 
proved to be one of considerable size with 
an impatient creek hurrying down the 
middle of it. Before descending, we paused 
at the edge to rest and sweep the country 

(Continued on Page 32)
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Covers and Contents
By HORTENSE PARKER

I FEEL that I may safely say that maga
zines are to be ranked with newspapers 
in influencing and, in turn, being influ

enced by the Reading Public. I employ cap
itals because i am referring to that large 
group of people whose thoughts, desires and 
emotions control our social contacts.

Recognizing this important influence of 
magazines in our every day life, I have gath
ered material concerning sales at the Fair
banks news stands and have studied the con
tents and covers of the most popular maga
zines sold there. By reason of information 
obtained in this way, I have observed cer
tain relationships between the cover design 
and the magazine sales; also between the 
cover design and the magazine content. 
While these observations are of necessity 
very general due to lack of available data, 
they are, I believe, true in general, if not 
in detail.

One fact that encourages me in the belief 
that the data I have obtained from local 
news stands are correct in a general way is 
the fact that all the news stands agreed upon 
the relative popularity of the various maga
zines sold. One minor disagreement was 
found, it is true, in the judging of the 
World’s Work. One news stand placed this 
magazine as being probably nearer second 
than third on the list while the others agreed 
on third. Cosmopolitan and Red Book are 
so familiar that they were lumped for sec
ond place since it was impossible to deter
mine which of the two is the better seller. 
The list of magazines commencing with the 
most popular is as follows: (1) True Story, 
(2) Cosmopolitan or Red Book, (3) World’s 
Work, (4) New McClure’s, (5) Saturday 
Evening Post, (6) Western Story, (7) True 
Detective.

I found True Story to be the most popular 
magazine; for that reason I shall consider it 
first. Magazines containing stories of the

True Story type all seem to employ a girl’s 
head on the cover and this serves most 
people as an indication of the nature of the 
stories. The girl’s head on this type of maga
zine . should not be confused with girls’ 
heads occasionally appearing on the Wom
an’s Home Companion or the Saturday 
Evening Post. There is a broad distinction 
readily discernable to the average reader. 
Thus the contents of a magazine are in
dicated by the cover design.

The typical True Story cover design is a 
girl’s head against a blue background, with 
the boast “Largest News Stand Sale in the 
World” in white in the lower left corner and 
the red MacFadden seal in the opposite 
corner. The girl’s head is occasionally re
placed by a young man and woman embrac
ing each other. As to the contents of this 
magazine, the publishers and the authors of 
the stories define them as “messages to 
mothers to tell their children before it is 
too late,” or messages to girls to trust no 
man but “The Man” and to keep themselves 
“pure and chaste, for some day every de
serving girl will 'meet the man who appre
ciates her intellectually as well as physi
cally.” The readers are more honest. They 
regard them as magazines one should not 
read, and therefore magazines to be enjoyed 
in the privacy of one’s own room.

The Cosmopolitan and the Red Book, the 
two second best selling magazines in Fair
banks, built up their trades using the True 
Story type of girl’s head cover designs, and 
whether they would like to change or not, 
they evidently consider it unwise to do 
so since the old covers have become so fam
iliar to the public. The Red Book, however, 
has undergone a distinct change of mechani
cal make-up and of spirit. The writers who 
contribute now are ranked among the best 
modern short-story writers and the serials 

(Continued on Page 39)
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The Application of Chemistry
PHILIP IVAN GILL

W HILE not as misunderstood as hereto
fore, the science of chemistry is not as 
yet as familiar to the layman as might 

be desired. A better knowledge and under
standing of this science would be an aid in 
almost any vocation. Still more important, 
however, is chemistry’s application to that 
least scientific of all vocations, homekeep- 
ing. Homekeeping is truly a vocation for, 
while it is considered a joy to newly-married 
Wives, as soon as the novelty has worn off 
and the matter is seen from a candid view 
point it must be admitted that it is nothing 
more than a task. Now, since-this task is uni
versal and occupies the time of almost half 
the population, why should not the sciences 
be applied to it? The marvelous work that 
modern science has done for all industries is 
generally admitted. Is not home making and 
home keeping important enough to merit 
some attention from the scientific quarter? 
If as many improving and time-saving ele
ments were added to the home as have been 
added to any industry, the outlook for moth
ers would again assume that rosy hue as
cribed to it during the honeymoon. If more 
women studied, at least, Elementary Chem
istry in school and college, the increased 
knowledge of the subject would foster a de
mand for a greater application of the science 
to the home, and the Chemists would 
respond.

Tho mining has existed as long as history 
records, the gigantic increase in the last cfen- 
tury or two is very remarkable. Much of the 
increased production can be ascribed to im
proved mechanical features of the industries 
but the value of chemistry is incalculable. 
Some minerals are still freed from their ores 
mechanically but by far the greater number 
are extracted by chemical methods. The dis
covery of new minerals and of methods to 
extract minerals hitherto useless has opened 
entirely new fields to the miner and the

world. Small wonder that short courses in 
colleges are so gaining in favor. Mineralogy 
and wet assaying as offered to the miner are 
specialized application of qualitative and 
quantitative chemical analysis adapted to 
the use of the prospector in his search for 
the more common minerals.

The field of agriculture has also been en
tered by the chemist. The old methods of 
tilling the soil sufficed for our grandfathers 
but not so for us. Farmers of a few years 
back knew how to care for the soil only in a 
rudimentary, mechanical manner. They 
knew that fertilizers increased the crop but 
they did not know why. When the least un
expected difficulties arose their lack of 
knowledge was shown and the ground was 
abandoned. Today, if land fails to yield and 
yield heavily, it can be completely analyzed 
and its needs diagnosed as accurately as any 
patient’s needs are ever diagnosed by a doc
tor. With the knowledge derived from soil 
analysis no farmer need allow any soil to re
main barren. There is some crop which will 
grow on it and an analysis will determine 
that crop.

The importance of chemistry to the in
dustries could be detailed at great length but 
it is quite Obvious and generally conceded. 
One important phase, however, is just as 
generally overlooked. That is the study Of 
chemistry as a broadening influence. This is 
little realized but it is very true riever-the- 
less. The study of chemistry, of the elemental' 
composition of everything including our
selves possesses a fascination which to the 
inquiring mind is never overcome.

An act sponsored by Senator Charles Ben
jamin at this year’s legislature provides for 
a scholarship to the one student of each high 
school of the Territory graduating with 
highest average standing. The scholarship 
provides for two years’ dormitory rent.
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The Retail Merchant
By PRANK De WREE

THIS ARTICLE is to show the means em
ployed by the retailers in the Fair
banks district in-meeting the compe

tition from the mail order houses and other 
methods which may be put into use in or
der to gain the good will of the customers.

The retail stores of Fairbanks being com
prised for the most part of grocery, hard
ware, general, and department stores are 
endeavoring to meet the competition of the 
mail-order houses by stressing the two char
acteristics of their sales policy: (1) the 
service rendered to the customer; (2) the 
high quality of the product offered for sale.

From a glance one is able to see that the 
retail stores are able to make extensive use 
of the first method which they now use in 
meeting this competition. They claim that 
the customer is able to place his order by 
phone and will obtain immediate delivery. 
This can be accomplished because the local 
merchants have installed delivery systems 
which will render efficient service. They de
liver orders to their customers within the 
city limits and the near vicinity daily and on 
specially appointed days in each week, de
liveries are made to the College a distance 
of 5 miles from Fairbanks. But, if he desires. 
to order from the mail order house he must 
be able to judge his wants for at least six 
weeks in advance. The customer of the mail 
order house receives practically no service 
from the concern. If he is making a freight 
shipment he takes it upon himself to ascer
tain the date of delivery so that he can en
gage the services of an expressman. He. 
therefore, takes additional work upon himself 
as he is obliged to make inquiry at the 
freight office or must go to the postoffice to 
get the acknowledgement receipt which the 
freight depot may have mailed to him, if 
he wishes to avoid the storage charges which 
Will begin 4 or 5 days after the receipt of 
the merchandise. He must then pay for the

freight and an additional sum to the ex
pressman for drayage. The person also who is 
shipping his own merchandise may be con
fronted with the necessity of filing a claim 
in order to obtain an adjustment on some 
damaged goods.

The local retailer must always make cer
tain that he has sufficient stock on hand, 
for a temporary “out” once in a while tends 
to cause the customer to send his order di
rect to the mail order house. This problem 
should not be a difficult one to overcome 
by the retailer since the construction of the 
Alaska Railroad. The merchant is able to re
plenish his stock each week and decreased 
expenses should result because in former 
times he was required to tie up enormous 
sums of capital in an inventory in order 
that it would last for a period of seven to 
eight months.

The local retailer can also perform more 
efficiently the fulfillment of the guarantee 
that he places on the merchandise he sells. 
In contrast to the mail order house the cus
tomer who deals with the local merchant 
can immediately inform him that the qual
ity of the product is not up to par and the 
goods will be called for, whereas if he deals 
with the mail order house the customer 
usually desires to use the article on its ar
rival and therefore hesitates to return the 
merchandise. Then, again, if he undertakes 
to return the goods he is required to wait for 
an additional length of time before obtain
ing an adjustment.

Another method by which the local re
tailers endeavor to meet the competition 
of the mail order house is by the offer of a 
product possessing a superior quality. It is 
known that the large mail order houses 
frequently purchase an inferior type of pro
duct while the wholesalers buy the stand
ardized type of products. Quite often some 

(Continued on Page 44)
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Snipes and Sue
or

SWEETHEARTS OF THE WILD

We all like to watch young animals 
whether thiey be colts, calves, young elk, a 
deer fawn, or a turtle as big as a quarter. 
Few of us can resist roughing a sleeping 
puppy’s head, or playing the game of “my 
finger’s a mouse” with a kitten. We enjoy the 
serious manner in which the youngsters re
act to our teasing; we are amused at the. 
naturalness of all their actions whether it 
be in frolicsome play or in a determined 
effort to bite something’s ears off. We admire 
their straight-forward and instinctive acts 
just as we do when a baby brother tells us to 
go to blazes after we’ve broken his windmill. 
There is nothing of a mean look and at the 
same time sweet words to assure us that 
everything is quite allright. The art of sub
duing emotions comes later in life, and al
though an accomplishment, the sparkle of 
an infantile personality is more genuinely 
pleasant than the polish of a higher training.

In the interior of Alaska there was a queer 
pair of animal friends: one was a pup and 
the other a cub bear. The two grew up in a 
gold dredging camp typical of the Fairbanks 
District. The pup was the property of the 
cook and yet in the socialism of camps he 
was a common chattel, with everyone 
charged to protect him and to bring him up 
to be a real dog. Snipes was the name the 
miners gave the long legged and long nosed, 
curly haired dog. The legs and snout were 
characteristics inherited from a Russian 
wolfhound mother; the other part of his 
lineage was malamute.
| The cub came to camp in the way most 

cubs do. One of the ditch walkers found her 
up in a small spruce tree, The captor first 
made sure that the mother was out of hear
ing range and then ran off with the squall
ing babe. The newcomer became a camp pet 
and property after receiving the name of 
Sue. Why the name? It just happened and 
she learned to answer to just that.

Her first days in camp were spent in eat
ing everything within reach and in fighting 
with the new collar and chain. Yet it was not 
long until she succumbed to the approaches 
of the miners with their cake and sweets 
from the supper table, and became a happy, 
busy, fat little bear; sometimes paddling in 
the ditch and again rooting up everything 
within reach of her chain slipping along a 
Wire.

Snipes had a hard time, at first, reconcil
ing his ancestral dislike for the bear family 
and visited Sue from a wide circle, walking 
stiff legged and with neck hairs all scruff ed 
up. It took about a week of long lonesome af-. 
ternoons and then Snipes was up playing 
with Sue. They invented many games which 
had the common ending of hostilities or they 
both became exhausted and lay down to
gether in the sunshine. Sue always awoke 
first and set busily to examining the pup’s 
teeth and finally poking her paw into Snipe’s 
mouth, which made the dog cough and get 
ugly. He would then jump up and call Sue 
all manner of bad things. At other times she 
would peer deep into his ear, cocking her 
head at all angles; yet her greatest desire 
was to get just one of Snipe’s eyes out to 
roll in the mud, or whatever fun a cub could- 
have with a nice puppy’s eye. Many times 
she would peek over at the half closed lid 
and make a quick snatch for the pretty eye. 
This game always ended in a fight and soon 
Snipes would leave for the cook house, vent
ing his feelings in a growl.

By the middle of July both had lost their 
infantile clumsiness. Snipes had developed 
long wiry legs and the speed of a wolfhound. 
Sue had gained the bear’s agility at close 
range and a bear’s canny sense of distance. 
The pup used to race around the cub here, 
there and gone again, nipping a flank as op
portunity offered. Oftimes with forepaws
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outstretched and head lying between them 
he would station himself just outside the 
sweep of Sue’s chain and in a puppyish way 
tell the cub that She was a little fathead and 
to try and catch him. The cub always tried 
once and then retired to her box. Snipes 
would then venture too near and the fun 
would start anew. Yet the cub had her own 
way of evening up the score; both would be 
playing along the ditch and she would con
trive to get uphill of both the pup and the 
water. There followed one swift push and a 
splash with Snipes crawling out on the Other 
bank. The pup would again swear off buddy- 
ing with the little bear and seek comforts 
of the cook house.

Left alone Sue became repentant of her 
wickedness, paced the full length of the 
strong wire and occasionally tried to peek 
over the ditch bank to where the cookhouse 
and her playmate were. In the end she’d 
climb on top of her box and let out a cub- 
bear cry—a plaintive, sad little call. Snipes 
always returned at the sound of it, forget
ting that he had resolved not to, and met 
the bear at the end of her chain, both happy 
and glad to forget the bad in each other.

Around the end of July, Sue’s little collar 
had been set in the last notch and a new 
larger one was put in its place. The first day 
in her new neckwear she broke loose and 
with her dog friend made the rounds of the 
camp, awakening the cook from his after
noon siesta by a young earthquake in the 
kitchen. He spanked both of them soundly 
with the fat end of the broom, chucked them 
outside and hoped that they’d both get lost 
or stolen. Yet that same evening he laughed 
long and hard at each new recital of how the 
little bear was hiding behind a flour sack 
when he came into the kitchen, leaving her 
dog friend apparently to blame for the 
wreckage.

After this there were many evenings that 
the miners turned the cub loose and with 
the pup she played, fought, and explored as 
much of the camp as the cook did not super
vise, all to the amusement of the onlookers, 
but very often to Snipe’s grief. Sue had a 
fondness for the big black ants that were

abundant in rotten logs and trees. The little 
dog saw her eating these and as was the 
usual custom rushed up to get his share. He 
swallowed two or three of the insects before 
they got a foothold, as it were, between his 
toes. Then panic stricken and coughing vio
lently, he retired to a safe distance eyeing 
his playmate in a disgusted way. Again they 
■were scampering over the tin can dump and 
one of them upset an old coffee can that was 
the home of numerous yellow jackets. Snipes 
howled in pain as the hornets stung him, but 
Sue killed each one that got tangled in her 
fur and proceeded to eat them.

Thus all Summer they played or fought to
gether when alone, or beat up every strange 
pup that came into camp. They grew in size 
and in fondness for each other until the days 
started to shorten in late August. The min
ers decided to put the little cub back in the 
wilds once more. They took her a long dis
tance from camp and turned her loose where 
the blueberries were the thickest and with 
the “best of luck, little bear,” they speed 
back to camp in the truck.

Snipes was lost and wandered all about the 
place, each time returning to the old wire 
string between two trees. There, he’d set up 
a howling wail for his old pal to come back. 
The miners tried to comfort the sad dog and 
all thought that he’d get over the loss in a 
few days, but Snipes disappeared after the 
third day alone and no One saw him after 
that. Perhaps he heard some other little cub 
calling out over the tundra, or perhaps he 
may have found his way over the twenty 
miles to where Sue was turned loose, and 
again he might have gone off and died of 
loneliness. Who knows?

An article written by Dean E. N. Patty on 
the subject of “Alaska as a Future Tin 
Producer” was printed in the Engineering 
and Mining Journal of April 13th. Another 
article written by Dean Patty on “Mammal 
Life in Alaska at the Time of the Glacial 
Period” will appear in the Scientific Ameri
can in one of the next few numbers;
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BUFFALO IN ALASKA 
(Continued frojn Page 6)

needed. The number of Indians living from 
this source was great, yet the number of 
animals killed did not exceed the increase. 
Then again the Indians’ method of hunting 
and weapons were such that it was hard 
work coupled with craftiness that enabled 
them to kill for their wants.

Then the whites invaded with firearms 
and the number of buffalo decreased to near 
extinction before the end of the nineteenth 
century. During the gold rush in ’49 the buf
falo were abundant; in the sixties they were 
still plentiful although the construction of 
railroads thru the west was depleting the 
number; in the eighties they were scarce 
and in the nineties they were near- ex
tinction; there were about eighty surviving. 
In 1900 Canadian records showed not a living 
bison on its plains and had hearsay informa
tion about a few animals in the inaccessible 
region south of Great Slave Lake. In the Unit
ed States there were still a few and these 
were mainly in the herd of Micheal Poblo.

Poblo was a shrewd half breed that had 
raised a herd of 709 animals, the total num
ber finally being shipped to the Canadian 
park, from four calves captured on the prair
ies. In 1907 Poblo’s range had been infringed 
upon seriously by settlement and he tried to 
sell his buffalo to the United States without 
success. He then offered them to Canada 
where there were men of foresight who glad
ly and promptly took action. In two years time 
all of Poblo’s herd was transfered to a fenced 
enclosure at Wainwright, Alberta. Here in 
twenty years of protection and not much 
more in the way of care, the herd gained in 
number to 15,000, an increase of over twenty 
one hundred per cent. That is, averaging the 
total, we get better than one hundred per cent 
increase per year over a twenty year period.

At the Wainwright park,, experiments have 
been carried on in crossing the buffalo with 
the asiatic yak and domestic cattle. These 
experiments have been of recent date and 
many difficulties were encountered, yet the 
Department of the Interior of Canada is 
optimistic of indications that a new animal

can be bred having a fair percentage of buf
falo coupled with some very desirable quali
ties in domestic cattle, and that the new 
species is capable of reproduction. These ani
mals would also be capable of rustling for 
themselves during the winter months in such 
a country as Canada.

The size of the pure buffalo herd at Wain
wright has far exceeded its grazing capacity 
and each year the surplus over 5000 head is 
being transported to the Wood Buffalo Park 
just south of Great Slave Lake. Thus far 
6,600 have been transported to this new pre
serve and are mingling with the original wild 
herd which has been determined as being 
around 15,000 animals.

Looking back we see that in the short 
space of fifty years the buffalo were hunted 
and reduced from millions to extinction as 
a wild animal, yet under protection four 
small calves in less than that time were able 
to build up their number to twenty thousand. 
The question is raised—can the prairies be 
again dotted with grazing herds of bearded 
bison and the answer is yes. Will this ever be? 
In all probability not. The imported cattle 
from Europe are using too much of the old 
range and the domestic cattle are easier to 
handle. Then can any use be made of this 
greatest mammal that is native to North Am
erica, adaptable to all its conditions, well pro
tected against its rugged climate and capable 
of battling pests and diseases peculiar to our 
continent? The answer is yes and emphat
ically so.

Let us look to our sister country Canada. 
She has always been a good guide to us in 
like matters. The excess buffalo from Wain
wright are being turned loose in the unset
tled northern parts of that country with an 
eye to future development of an industry.

Last year twenty-three head of buffalo 
were shipped to Alaska. (It is worthy of note 
here that this number are from the Poblo 
herd that the U. S. government was not in
terested in many years ago, but later off
springs were bought from Canada by our gov
ernment). Nineteen of that number were 
turned loose at McCarty, which is about 
half way between Valdez and Fairbanks, on 
the Richardson Highway, and four others
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were kept at the U. S. Biological Station in 
connection with the College. Of the nineteen 
that were turned loose, one was injured dur
ing shipment and after the summer, during 
which this one became separated from the 
rest of the herd and there was no improve
ment in its condition, it was shot before win
ter set in. The other eighteen have remained 
in a herd, have rustled for themselves, and 
have come thru the winter in fine shape.

The animals at the College have had more 
care than those turned loose and are plump, 
fat, and frisky with the coming of spring. 
The first mild days at the end of March, two 
young cows galloped around their enclosures, 
butted snow banks and kicked up their heels 
in great style.

This is at the beginning of an experiment. 
What the outcome will be is of course for 
succeeding years to tell of and to prophecy 
further. At the present it has been proved 
that buffalo have no difficulty in rustling for 
themselves under Alaskan conditions during 
the four seasons. There is ample room for 
more and they will be able to grow with and 
be an aid to this last frontier.

THE SHINY KNOBS 
(Continued from Page 13)

it was only a few moments until Buck, Beel
er, and Larry were shorn of their golden 
locks. Upon the back of Buck’s head a red 
star was painted denoting him as the cue 
ball. Beeler’s head was adorned with the 
number 1 and Doheny’s with the number 2.

After having his hair cut and examining 
himself with a mirror, Fred asked, “Well, who 
else is going to join the ‘billiard club’?” Just 
then Harve Ashby came in and seeing the 
shaved heads and numbers he was reminded 
of the time he had spent down at McNeil’s Is
land and he at once asked to join. Harve was 
then shorn of his locks and given the num
ber 3.

It was only a short time until Andesite 
Anderson and Joe Meehling came in. They 
also admired the bright shaven heads of the 
members and asked to join. It was hot the 
intention at first to have short-course men 
in the organization but after much discussion

they were allowed to pledge. Then one by 
one, Mize, Walton, Mears and Hydrostratic 
Reed came in. The first three were admitted 
at once but until Reed told us that his Dad 
owned the water works, we were doubtful a- 
bout him. He was admitted however and has 
since proven himself to be a very good mem
ber. These men were all numbered according 
to the order in which they arrived.

Alvin Horatius Bahlke was the next per
son to arrive on the scene and at once want
ed to join. He was voted down, however, by 
a unanimous vote and even though he got 
down on his knees and pleaded for three sol
id hours, he was rejected on account of hav
ing no hair to cut and because he came from 
the College of Puget Sound from where he 
obtained his religious ideas and principles. 
Cy McGahan was also barred and then the 
members decided that the society had grown 
large enough and that we had already 
pledged the most prominent and influential 
men in the Dorm and if any more were 
pledged, they would be forced to take in the 
common riff raff. As a result no more new 
members Were taken in.

This completes the story of the Billiard 
Club, or Baldy Association but a few words 
might be said about the program of the or
ganization. It has developed wonderfully and 
if the question is asked as to what organiza
tion is doing the most to build up the Col
lege and to make the Campus a safe place to 
live on, there is obviously only one answer 
and that is “The Baldy’s.” The members of 
the Club can be picked out very easily on the 
Campus! They are instructive and each one 
of them stands out by himself. They are the 
leaders in every branch of sport or activity 
and I firmly believe that they constitute the 
most powerful organization in Alaska and 
that when greater things are to be done the 
Baldys will do them.

A recent wire from Secretary Wilbur stated 
that Secretary Cooper, of the Bureau of Edu
cation, will arrive in Fairbanks during July 
to confer with President Bunnell upon plans 
for teachers’ training courses designed to 
prepare trained teachers for the native 
schools of Alaska, of which there are 97.
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THE FUTURE OF ALASKAN AVIATION 
(Continued from Page 16)

time to the daylight hours, which number 
about six or seven in the middle of the win
ter, or to flying blind and depending on his 
Instruments and dead reckoning to bring 
him safely to port.

To illustrate the above let me give this 
example of the difficulties arising from lack 
of knowledge of weather conditions and the 
lack of beacons. Sometime ago Pilot Noel 
Wien of the Wien Alaska Airways made a 
flight into the Kantishna country with two 
men and a load of supplies. When he left 
here it was snowing slightly but the visibil
ity was good. He was flying the new Ham
ilton all-metal plane and encountered no 
difficulty whatsoever until he entered the 
Kantishna district when the visibility de
creased and clouds appeared over the dis
trict for which he was aiming. The snow-fall 
increased and it soon became evident that 
he would be unable to land in this part of 
the country without considerable danger of 
damaging the plane. He then decided to re
turn to Fairbanks and await a change in 
weather before attempting the flight. Dur
ing the outbound flight the snowfall in Fair
banks had increased and the visibility had 
become very poor. Consequently he had a 
great deal of trouble in finding his way 
back to Fairbanks.

This one flight illustrates the conditions 
to be found in many Alaskan mid-winter 
flights. The hazard of flying into unknown 
weather conditions would be eliminated if 
government operated radio stations were in
stalled in the more central points and kept 
in daily communication with Fairbanks.

To continue with the problems let me say 
that the possibility of securing proper hang
ars in out of the way points and in fact at 
any city or town outside of Fairbanks is nil. 
Fairbanks has the only hangars in interior 
Alaska. One large hangar on Wilkins Field 
was used by the Wilkins’ expedition oh three 
successive years and by several other flying 
companies. Two modern hangars on Weeks 
Field belonging to the Bennett-Rodebaugh 
Company and to the Wien Alaska Airways

LANDING ON A BAR IN CHENA SLOUGH 
provide housing to the airplanes used in in
terior Alaska.

Whenever a pilot makes a flight to some 
point quite a way from. Fairbanks he must 
leave his plane in the open over night. He 
covers his engine with a canvas cover and 
sets an oil heater to burning to keep the 
engine warm. On one occasion, Pilot Noel 
Wien was in a small mountain village in the 
northern part of the Seward Peninsula rid
ing out a storm. He had covered his engine 
with the customary canvas housing and left 
things in good shape. In the morning the 
cylinders of the motor were entirely covered 
with a fine hard packed snow. He then 
made a short flight to another town and 
had been in the air but a short time when 
he was practically forced down at his des
tination with his motor missing badly.

In the States a pilot can land on most 
any field and find adequate hangarage to 
house his plane over night or for an inde
finite stay. At the larger percentage of the 
fields he will find a staff of mechanics to 
service his plane and to make any and all 
necessary repairs.

In Alaska the pilot must do his own serv
icing when away from the home port. In 
other words, the fact that there is only one 
airport in the interior where complete serv
icing and repairing facilities are to be found 
makes it necessary for the pilot to be a fair
ly skilled mechanic and repairman. He must
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thoroughly understand his plane and motor 
so as to be able to give it the proper care and 
servicing,

Difficulties encountered in transportation 
and the inaccessability of some town to the 
commoner methods of travel makes it im
possible to Obtain aviation fuel and lubri
cants in many of the smaller towns and 
villages. The aviator is then forced to carry 
enough fuel and oil to carry on his flight 
to a supply base, even at times necessitating 
a smaller pay load for the flight. This short
age of aviation fuel has proven of concern 
to aviators on more than one occasion and 
it has sometimes been necessary for the 
aviator to use common low test gasoline as 
a substitute for the “real thing.”

Many of the leading oil companies of the 
States have established distributing stations 
throughout the country to enable the small 
dealer to quickly replenish his stock of fuel 
and lubricants. The advent of the high speed 
gasoline engines Used in aviation has made 
it necessary for special grades of fuel and 
lubricants to be evolved. Therefore it is only 
natural that some companies should special
ize in fuels and lubricants for airplane en
gines.

The system of distributing stations has 
enabled the aviator to be sure of a plentiful 
supply at every landing field. The fact that 
a plane does not have to carry a large supply 
of fuel for the return trip allows the pilot 
to carry a heavier payload thereby helping 
to make greater profits.

When out of the way points in Alaska are 
supplied with aviation fuels and lubricants 
you can expect aviation to increase in value 
in proportion to the increase of the supply 
of these commodities.

From what I have said so far one might 
think that commercial aviation is an exceed
ingly hazardous following, especially in 
Alaska. This is not so, however, since it has 
been proven from the records available that 
interior Alaska has more flying days per 
year as an average than the United States.

By the use of air-cooled engines, cold 
weather holds no draw-backs to the aviator 
and water cooled motors may be successful
ly used in the dead of winter if properly

equipped with shutters on the radiator to 
control the flow of cold air around the cool
ing pipes. The air a thousand feet above 
the earth is often much warmer than that 
on the earth and for this reason the pilot 
and passengers in open planes seldom suffer 
from discomforts due to cold. The cabin 
planes are in many cases heated by the ex
haust of the motors and are very comfort
able.

The most luxurious plane in Alaska, the 
Hamilton all metal monoplane of the Wien 
Alaska Airways, is fitted up as luxuriously 
as a small Pullman car and the passengers 
have an unrestricted view from the front 
and side windows furnished in the cabin. 
The smaller four and six place cabin bi
planes used are especially adapted to Alas
kan flying conditions on account of their 
slow landing speed; short runs necessary on 
the take-off and their large pay loads. The 
first two characteristics enable the pilots 
to land in small fields and the latter gives 
promise of larger returns per flight.

Flying is not only a luxury and pleasure, 
but a necessity and a business. The need 
for a faster and more economical method 
of transportation was the foster parent of 
commercial aviation in this country. When 
Lieut.. Carl Ben Eielson flew the winter mail 
regularly between McGrath and Fairbanks 
in a Liberty powered De Haviland mail 
plane, he demonstrated the possibilities of 
Commercial aviation to the open minded 
Alaskan travellers over six years ago.

From that time on small companies have 
started up using one or two small low priced 
planes and gradually increasing their fleets 
as demand for increased travel grew. The 
fact that flying proved to be such a success 
has instilled increasing confidence in the 
heart of the Alaskan prospector, trapper, 
and business man until they now use the 
airplane in their respective businesses for 
carrying supplies to their workings and 
places of business and for carrying their 
ores, furs, and other valuables back to Fair
banks.

Fairbanks is not the only city which has 
grown to note in aviation circles. Anchorage 
has a Transport Company giving reliable
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service to her surrounding country and to 
towns far to the west. Valdez has recently 
built a municipal air-port arid a young resi
dent aviator has purchased a plane and is 
providing Valdez and neighboring towns 
with the new method of travel.

Several other cities in South Eastern Alas
ka have been using airplanes for various 
purposes. All in all Alaska has more licensed 
pilots per capita than the U. S.

With their fur vessel icebound off North 
Cape Siberia, a prominent fur-house resort
ed to the airplane to bring their valuable 
cargo of furs to market. They chartered the 
only plane suitable for the hazardous flight, 
the Hamilton all-metal monoplane of the 
Wien Alaska Airways. This is the largest 
commercially operated airplane ever flown 
in Alaska and is the last word in perform
ance.

After the necessary arrangements were 
made with the fur company it was found 
that none of the insurance companies would 
insure the plane and its valuable cargo on 
this trip, apparently believing it to be too 
great a risk. Further arrangements were 
made with the fur company and finally 
suitable terms were provided the Wien Alas
ka Airways.

Noel Wien, who piloted the large plane, 
reported an uneventful trip on the way over, 
but which might not have been eventless 
had they been forced down by motor trouble. 
However on the return flight the mechanic, 
who accompanied Noel Wien, had his hands 
full as the oil breather pipe kept freezing 
over. Since the mechanic was unable to 
climb out of the cabin he was forced to keep 
cutting the frost away from the mouth of 
the pipe with a knife, working in a cramped 
position.

With the successful termination of the 
first flight from Alaska to Siberia, it is pos
sible that several more flights will be made 
to bring out the remainder of the fur on 
the ship and a large amount of fur stored 
at one of the seacoast towns of Siberia.

EDITORIAL 
(Continued froin Page 14)

advantages of their training to Alaska’s 
problems.

The course in Business Administration is 
divided into five curricula. The curriculum 
in General Business Administration gives a 
broad background for any -sort of business. 
The other curricula allow for some special
ization either in Accounting, Secretarial 
Science, Commercial Education, or Industrial 
Administration. Any student may enroll in 
General Business his first year and later, 
change to one of the more specialized curri
cula if he so desires, or he may continue in 
the General Business curriculum for the en
tire four years of his college training. If he 
is certain, upon entering college as a fresh
man, that he wishes to enter upon a more 
specialized career, he can immediately re
gister in any one of these four curricula.

Every graduate of the Business Adminis
tration Department receives the degree of 
Bachelor of Science in Business Administra
tion. This requires him to have a broad back
ground in the natural and social sciences as 
well as in the more technical subjects of bus
iness. Among the broader courses are Eng
lish, French, and Spanish, as well as History, 
American Government, Comparative Govern
ment, Sociology, and the natural sciences. 
Among the required courses we find Princi
ples of Economics, Credit and Banking, Psy
chology of Advertising and Selling, Market
ing, Accounting, and Business Management. 
There are other courses which may be elect
ed. Some of these courses are general in na
ture while others are more highly special
ized.

The four year Business Administration 
course of the Alaska College offers a thor
ough training in the fundamentals of busi
ness. It is based upon the assumption that 
experience is the best teacher, but that “ex
perience” includes the combined experiences 
of a great many former students and execu
tives. It is intended to graduate broad mind
ed young men and young women who are 
good citizens and who are well trained in the 
principles of business.
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R E I N D E E R
MORE VALUABLE THAN ALASKA’S GOLD

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE REIN
DEER INDUSTRY IN ALASKA IS A 
NORTHERN ROMANCE.

ALASKA HAS CONTRIBUTED 350, 
000 SQUARE MILES TO THE NA
TIONAL GRAZING LANDS.

ALASKA WILL HAVE 1,000,000 REIN
DEER ON JUNE 1, 1929.

THE VALUE OF THE ALASKA REIN
DEER INDUSTRY TODAY IS TWICE 
THE AMOUNT PAID FOR “SEW
ARD’S ICE CHEST.”

<*>—gM—.----—----- ?—t-------&
The ALASKA COLLEGE, to play its 

part in the development of Alaska, is 
cooperating with the United States Bi- 
logical Survey in reindeer breeding ex
periments and other animal husbandry 
projects. Fifteen reindeer and woodland 
caribou are now held for cross-breeding, 
feeding, etc. Four hundred acres of pas
ture land adjacent to the campus have 
been fenced for this project.

LOMEN REINDEER CORPORATION
Seattle, Wash. Nome, Alaska New York, N.Y.
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AHUNTING WE DID GO 
(Continued from Page 19)

with the field glasses. Sully sat in the dry 
moss with his legs spraddled far apart and 
his teeth bared in a frozen grimace as he 
stared through the glasses in search of 
game. Suddenly his shoulders hunched 
themselves still higher and his head was 
thrust far forward as he concentrated his 
gaze on a single spot far ahead. I followed 
his line of sight with my naked eyes and 
beheld two black objects across the draw 
and far out on the hillside beyond.

“Two moose,” said Sully, “a cow and a 
bull. The bull is about a five-year-old and 
in fine shape, and they aren’t moving.”

He passed me the glasses that I might see 
for myself. He was right. We estimated the 
distance between ourselves and the moose 
to be a mile and three quarters, and as the 
slight breeze had recently shifted around-to 
our backs it would be necessary for us to go 
around to the sides before we could hope to 
get a shot. Accordingly we decided to separ
ate, Sully was to. drop back to the main 
creek bottom, proceed upstream until par
allel with the moose’s position and then 
come upon them from below. I was to climb 
a half mile farther up the hill, cross the 
little draw and proceed in an upstream di
rection for a mile and three quarters and 
drop down on the moose from above. Sul- 
ly’s distance being somewhat shorter than 
mine, he agreed to travel quite slowly al
lowing me forty-five minutes to come with
in range.

We wished each other good luck and part
ed, I toiled up the hillside and crossed the 
little draw feeling somewhat elated, for we 
had sighted our quarry which is the more 
difficult half of the hunting game. I was 
walking rapidly but carefully out on the 
broad hillside taking careful note of the 
wind and the time. When thirty minutes 
had elapsed a sharp report cracked out from 
the valley bottom far below and a series of 
mimic pops echoed around the hilltops.

“What the hell! couldn’t Sully tell time? 
Or had the moose started to travel or what?”

The shot was followed by two more in rap

id succession, then a fourth, then a fifth. I 
broke into a full run angling down the hill 
toward the spot where the moose should 
have been. “Sully must have missed or he 
would never have shot so many times.”

A few minutes later I heard Sully shoot 
again. The sound this time seemed to come 
from low down on the opposite hillside across 
the creek. I stopped and stared intently 
across the valley searching for some trace 
of Sully or whatever he was shooting at. 
Suddenly far over on the other hillside at an 
altitude about a hundred feet lower than 
the spot where I was standing, I perceived 
a bull moose making his way upstream and 
slightly up hill. His head was carried low 
and he was traveling in such a leisurely 
manner that he appeared to be wounded. 
And yet, a wounded moose almost never 
travels up hill. I estimated the range at ap
proximately a mile, set my sights at seven
teen hundred yards and emptied my maga
zine at the moving target, going on the the
ory that one of bullets might hit him. Evi-
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dently none did and the moose had gained 
the cover of a thicket in the middle of the 
hillside before I could reload. I refilled the 
magazine and sat down to see if the moose 
was going to stay in the thicket or was just 
passing through, meanwhile hoping that Sul
ly would appear somewhere. Sully did. I 
heard a long questioning, “Hallo-o-o-o!” 
from down off to my left a few hundred 
yards.

“Hallo-o-o yourself! Come on up here!”
Sully entered the little open space where 

I was sitting puffing hard from his climb 
and looking all hot and bothered.

“What in the— —  — were you shoot
ing at?” he demanded.

“Oh, just what the little boy shot at, I 
guess. Just what were you shooting at, for 
instance?”

Sully explained that the moose had evi
dently started to travel down the creek 
shortly after we parted for he had met them 
rather unexpectedly near the creek and had 
gotten a few shots at the bull as they ran 
through the brush. He was confident that 
he had scored a hit at least once and may
be twice, but since he was using hard nosed 
bullets it was not probable that the animal 
would stop unless struck in a vital spot.

During the conversation I had kept my 
eyes on the thicket on the other hillside and 
observed that the moose had not come out. 
We talked the situation over and decided 
that I was to remain where I was and watch 
the thicket. Sully was to go over to the op
posite hill toward the moose. When he came 
in sight I was to shout directions to guide 
him to the spot where the animal was last 
seen. This may seem a strange procedure 
to the uninitiated, but the woodsman knows 
the difficulty involved in going from one 
mountainside to a particular spot on anoth
er mountainside when there are no out
standing landmarks near the point of des
tination.

Sully disappeared over the shoulder of the 
hill and I waited patiently for-Jaim to reap
pear across the valley, while I kept close 
watch on the thicket. Evidently the moose 
had decided to remain. Finally Sully ap
peared far across on the other hill wending
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his way through the bushes and timber. He 
was attempting to lay his course directly to 
his object but was much too far to the left. 
After much shouting of “Higher!”, “Lower!”, 
“Right!”, “Left!” across the full mile of 
space between us, he entered the thicket 
near the spot where I believed the moose 
had entered, and I lost sight of him. I ex
pected to hear a shot any moment now, or 
see the moose emerge from the other side of 
the thicket, or both. I took a prone position 
for long range firing and awaited develop
ments.

Five minutes passed. No shot, no sound, 
no sign of life. Ten minutes dragged b y -  
still silence. I was puzzled. Fifteen—I called 
Sully by name several times, but got no an
swer. Twenty minutes—I called once more 
and upon receiving no answer could stand 
the pressure no longer and taking care to 
hold my course in a straight line, started 
down the hill and across the valley toward 
the thicket. I had visions of Sully coming 
unexpectedly upon the wounded moose in 
the dense undergrowth and being split open 
by the sharp hoofs of the enraged beast, but 
on second thought that did not seem very 
probable, and yet—.

As I climbed the steep slope of the right 
limit I shouted repeatedly. At last Sully 
answered somewhere up there above me and 
soon I came to where he was. He was per
fectly all right and was still looking for the 
moose. He said that he had not heard me 
call to him when he was in the thicket and 
had stayed in there several minutes looking 
around carefully.

“Glad you came over,” he said, “let’s get 
a fire going for some tea and have some 
lunch. I’m hungry enough to eat raw meat. 
The old bull has probably given us the slip 
anyhow.”

“All right with me,” I agreed, “go ahead, 
I think I’ll have a little look around first.”

Sully pointed out the thicket to which I 
had directed him and I approached it with 
the feeling that in spite of his twenty min
ute sojourn in it, somewhere in that rank 
undergrowth a wounded moose was hiding. 
I entered quietly and began a systematic 
weaving back and forth with the intention
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M  having every square foot of the thicket 
come under my observation sooner or later. 
The thicket was dense and the going diffi
cult, especially when one was making a con
scientious attempt to go quietly. I had not 
been at my task five minutes when I beheld 
a small object through the brush which 
caused me to stop rigid in my tracks. It was 

;the motionless tip of a moose’s antler about 
twenty-five yards from where I stood.

By its height from the ground, it was 
clear that the tall owner must be standing 
up, which proclaimed that the animal was 
not badly wounded. I  was not stupid enough 
to suppose that the moose was not conscious 
of my presence, but felt certain that an ad
vance toward him now would result in his 
leaving for parts unknown with much haste 
and by the route which afforded the most 
concealment. I determined to take a chance 
shot and carefully studied the portion of the 
antler presented to view. From its shape and 
contour I  decided that it must be the right 
antler and that the animal was standing 
nearly at right angles to me. I visualized the 
magnificient spread of horns, the head and 
powerful neck, and the high shoulders with 
the hump. Fully conscious that a twig the 
thickness of a pencil is sufficient to turn a 
bullet materially from its course, I aimed 
into the thick brush at a point behind which 
I thought those great shoulders to be, and 
fired. Instantly throwing a new shell into 
the chamber I ran forward, but there was 
ino need. The tell-tale “tchm !” of a bullet 
which has struck solid flesh came from 
the bushes. “Lucky shot.”

I slit the shaggy throat, called to Sully 
to come and help, and commenced on the 
butchering. My bullet had struck the moose 
in the right shoulder, spoiling a whole quart- 
ier of meat, but it couldn’t be helped. One of 
Sully’s bullets had nicked the animal in the 
hump. When Sully came upon the scene, he 
grinnned all the way across his face, which 
is no short distance and insisted on shaking 
hands.

We went about the butchering with en
thusiasm and soon had the three good 
quarters hoisted into a tree ready for the 
pack horses. We washed at the creek, ate a
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hearty lunch and mushed down stream for 
home, carrying with us the heart, liver, and
internal fat.

Our arrival at camp with fresh meat was 
met with cheers from all but the cook. He 
was highly indignant that we should have 
been so successful without his assistance, 
and looked upon us with open disapproval, 
but said no word. All during supper he con
tinued to glare in silence.

Later, when the cook was washing dishes, 
Sully strolled over to the kitchen door, lean
ed comfortably against the door jamb and 
slowly filled his pipe with much attention 
to detail. Then he produced a match and 
lit the pipe with an exaggerated, elegant ges
ture and commenced in a soft, confidential 
tone, “You know Cookie, my people were 
great hunters from ’way back; and I just 
naturally inherited their combined genius in 
spite of myself. Now, if you would care to, 
sometime I’ll take you out and show you 
a few of the fine points of the game. You 
never can tell; sometime it might come 
han—HELP!”

MT. McKINLEY NATIONAL PARK 
(Continued from Page 9)

weeks of hardship to abandon the attempt 
and leave their supplies and outfit and re
turn to the coast without having reached the 
park.

However, in. due course the railroad was 
completed, and in 1921 an appropriation was 
made by Congress to provide for the admin
istration of the Park. In 1923 President Hard
ing, on his trip to Alaska, officially dedicated 
the Park.

In 1924, the Mt. McKinley Tourist & Trans
portation Company was incorporated by lo
cal people, and obtained a permit to operate 
in the park in the transportation and care 
of tourists. At that time there were no roads 
and the only means by which tourists could 
visit the interior of the park was by saddle 
horse. However, appropriations, had been 
made by the Park Service and road building 
was under way, under the supervision of the 
Alaska Road Commission, and by the sum
mer of 1925 approximately twelve miles of
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highway had been completed, and the Mt. 
McKinley Tourist & Transportation Com
pany inaugurated an automobile service and 
tourists began making the trip into the park 
as far as the Savage River Camp, from which 
base saddle and packhorse trips were made to 
points of interest farther in. During that sea
son 263 tourists registered at Savage Camp.

In 1926 additional automobile equipment 
was introduced, the herd of horses w.as ma
terially increased, and Savage River Camp 
was. improved and enlarged. Old fashioned 
Concord stages were brought from Yellow- 
sone Park, where they had been superseded 
by automobiles, and these coaches, drawn by 
four horses, are used on trips up into the 
mountains from Savage River Camp. They 
are greatly enjoyed by the tourists, as rem
iniscent of the days of the wild west, and es
pecially by the younger generation to whom 
a ride behind a four-horse team is a new and 
thrilling experience. The 1926 tourists re
gistered at the park numbered 380.

In 1927 about twenty-two miles of highway 
had been completed, and a branch road of 
eight miles constructed up into the moun
tains. Savage River Camp was again en
larged and improved and new automobile 
equipment put into use. During that year 
493 tourists registered at the camp.

During the season of 1928 the tourist at
tendance jumped to 650. Additional equip
ment was put into service and Savage River 
Camp again enlarged. Accommodations are 
now available for 100 persons at a time. These 
accommodations are scrupulously clean and 
comfortable, but are quaintly rustic and in 
keeping with the wild and primitive setting 
in which the camp is built. The predominat
ing idea is to furnish the tourists a quiet, 
restful trip and over-night sojourn in a se
cluded spot in the wilderness where Nature 
is at her best. During this season two addi
tional stages were put in service. These 
stages are of special historic interest as they 
were brought from the Klondike where they 
were formerly used- in the Royal Mail Service 
and in carrying passengers and gold dust 
during the famous gold rush days. The Park 
now has about fifty miles, of automobile high
way completed, and about one hundred miles
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of saddle-horse trails have been developed. 
Six tourist camps have been established with
in the Park along these trails.

It is interesting to note that this region, 
situated in the very heart of the Alaskan 
wilderness, 350 miles from the coast, was al
most inaccessible ten years ago, while today 
a tourist can leave New York City and in less 
than two weeks, by comfortable train and 
steamboat travel, reach the gateway of the 
Park, and be conveyed from there by auto
mobiles, over good roads, right into the range 
where roam thousands of white mountain 
sheep and caribou, and into the territory of 
the majestic moose and the giant grizzly 
bear.

It is estimated that there are now over
80.000 white mountain sheep in the park, 
and while some of the caribou herds are mi
gratory there are in the park tens of thou
sands of these animals during the entire 
summer, culminating in the big run of over
100.000 of these animals in the fall.

Within the next few years a rustic hotel
is to be constructed approximately seventy- 
five miles within the park. From the pro
posed site of this hotel Mt. McKinley towers 
aloft to the south, and the heavily forested 
Kantishna Valley stretches toward the Yu
kon River on the north. The region traversed 
between the gateway of the park on the rail
road and the point where the hotel is to be is 
alive with game, and contains mountain 
scenery unsurpassed in grandeur. Mt. Mc
Kinley itself is, of course, the outstanding at
traction. It rises from its own base higher 
than any other mountain in the world—a 
distance of something over 17,000 feet. There 
are hanging glaciers that from time to time 
break off and rumble down the mountain 
side with a deafening roar. There are ice can
yons in which a Woolworth Building might 
easily be hidden. There is ah ice fall which 
has a sheer drop of 4,500 feet. It has the ap
pearance of a waterfall that has been frozen 
instantaneously. There are countless glaciers 
radiating from the mountain. One of these— 
Muldrow Glacier—is thirty-five miles long. 
It forms an ice highway 8,000 feet up the side 
of Mt. McKinley, and can be traveled by dog 
team without difficulty.
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Mt. McKinley National Park will always be 
unique and in a class by itself. It will never 
be over-run with the hordes of automobiles 
of the campers that are beginning to detract 
from the enjoyment of many of the other 
great national parks. Although the number 
of its visitors will increase annually as its 
fame spreads abroad, its isolation will always 
prevent it from becoming the Mecca of the 
jitney fleets and the crowds of summer 
campers, and will preserve it for the true 
lovers of nature and those who appreciate 
the primitive.

Since all hunting in this large park area 
has been prohibited for several years, game 
of all varieties has increased to overflowing 
the country just east and West of the park. 
In these sections the Mount Dali country to 
the west and the Wood river country to the 
east of the park boundary is found in abund
ance all the big game of Alaska.

COVERS AND CONTENTS 
(Continued from Page 20)

usually become popular novels. A few years 
ago, Red Book was classed with Snappy 
Stories and Love Affairs.

The Red Book and the Cosmopolitan are 
now classed with the higher types of maga
zines. It is most interesting to observe the 
corresponding evolution of the cover designs. 
The earlier covers were mechanically very 
imperfect. As I have mentioned before, these 
earlier covers were adorned with what I 
have for convenience termed the- True Story 
type of girl’s head. As the Magazine has im
proved the type of face on the cover has im
proved as well as the mechanical execution 
of the pictures. The girls’ pictures on these 
magazines today are not the True Story 
type at all but are finer featured and more 
beautifully portrayed. This is an interesting 
example in which the cover design followed 
the upward trend of the contents of the 
magazine. It is very probable that the evolu
tion of both followed very closely the desires 
of the public reading these magazines. The 
result is two very popular magazines which 
at the same time are vastly different from 
True Story. Both Cosmopolitan and Red
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Book, like the Post, are read by people of all

The third most popular magazine is the 
World’s Work. The Literary Digest is almost 
as popular. This is probably because the old- 
timers here like to keep up on the latest 
from Outside, and this is the quickest way 
they can do so. “He who laughs last reads 
Literary Digest,” but not in Fairbanks. The 
cover of the World’s Work, is plain and bus
iness-like; it attracts people who want to 
know what is going on in the world, and who 
want the truth without any garnishments.

In the Literary Digest, too, the cover is 
the key to the contents. The magazine con
tains reproductions of articles written by 
other magazines and papers on current ques
tions. In this way, the reader gets both sides 
of a question, and many worth-while opin
ions by spending less time in reading than 
would otherwise bring such results. The cov
ers carry out this same idea. They consist of 
reproductions of paintings which could not 
otherwise be shown to many but which in 
this way, are to be appreciated by everyone.

The New McClure’s magazine comes fourth 
in the list of best sellers. The Old McClure’s, 
that is, the magazine published under that 
name before the Magus Publishing Corpor
ation took it over, was on the type of the 
old Smart Set or Breezy Stories. It contained 
stories by new authors, and the main re
quirement for a story to be published in it 
seemed to be modernism. The cover usually 
consisted of the type of picture to be found 
on the late Life—the ultra-modern, youth
ful type that is so expressive of the spirit of 
the magazine. The center of interest in 
these covers was usually some essentially 
modern joke which would at one time have 
been described as “rather risque.”

The New McClure’s is more like the Amer
ican than like any other magazine in con
tent. Its covers are filled with pictures of 
the same style that cover the Popular Sci
ence Monthly. Its articles, however, are of 
infinitely more value than those found in 
the Popular Science. In this one instance, 
then, there seems to be but little resemb
lance between the magazine and its cover 
or its popularity, for the New McClure’s is
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far more popular than was the Old. This in
terest is partly explained by the continued 
articles on the foremost prize-fighters, mil
lionaires, and other persons certain to a- 
rouse public? interest, but the scientif ic-look- 
ing cover on a magazine that has a reputa
tion for dealing mainly in short stories de
serves credit for at least arousing curiosity 
that leads to purchases.

The Saturday Evening Post is very nearly 
as popular as the New McClure’s. The Post 
is a beautiful example of a close relationship 
existing between cover design and contents. 
The name of the magazine aippears in large 
letters at the top of the cover sheet, and be
low is the line, “Founded in 1728 by Benj. 
Franklin.” This gives a dignity to the mag
azine that is possessed by no other modern 
magazine. Although some people reading 
this announcement on the cover sheet might 
suspect the spirit of the magazine to be too 
conservative and non-progressive, t h i s  
thought is banished immediately by the pic
ture on the cover. The Post exhibits a fine 
spirit of independence and a unique free
dom from any one set “type” or “style” of 
cover. Cover pictures of the Post, cover a 
wide range of subject matter handled in 
widely varied styles. Norman Rockwell’s 
covers might be considered as being most 
typical of the Post, but his pictures do not 
always appear on this magazine. Seasonal 
pictures at Christmas and New Years are 
customary and other holidays of lesser im
portance are usually, not always, indicated 
in the cover design. These indications may 
be serious and extremely beautiful dr they 
may be highly ludicrous, but none the less 
humanly touching. For the period since the 
World War, I can find no Post whose cover 
directly portrays any current event except 
the one in honor of Lindberg when the Post 
appeared with the Spirit of St. Louis against 
an azure sky.

The dignity of the Post is indicated by the 
quality of the cover design. Here is no cheap 
design imperfectly printed, but a good de
sign by a real artist and one that is most 
painstakingly printed.

All these factors of the Post cover design 
indicate the character of the contents very
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well. It’s range of subjects is wide. Stories, 
articles of adventure, articles of scientific 
invention, articles treating current prob
lems such as modern educational theories, 
many subjects of historic interest, political 
articles, all are printed by this magazine. 
This will perhaps give one an idea of the 
broad range of subject matter dealt with by 
this publication.

All material printed is of the best and the 
whole publication is treated in a dignified 
and conservative manner, but not in an ul- 
tra-conservative one.

The Saturday Evening Post is financially 
successful to a large extent because of its 
advertisers. If the cover and contents were 
not up to their present high standards the 
magazine would lack this valuable support. 
The covers interest all who see them. For 
most people they are a very strong attrac
tion. Any one of the Saturday Evening Post 
covers is worth the nickle. Thus the Post 
maintains a very close relationship between 
the cover and contents and the cover and its 
popularity.

During the winter months, Western Story 
magazine is not popular, but in the summer 
it is second only to True Story in numbers 
sold at the news stands. The men who buy 
them are the old men who work out of town, 
living in tent-camps. They have no enter
tainment but reading magazines during the 
light summer nights, and are too tired from 
hard physical work to be interested in deep
er magazines. When winter comes and they 
move to Fairbanks to await the next spring, 
however, they read up on back numbers of

both World’s Work and Literary Digest. The 
news dealers are careful to save any unsold 
back numbers for them, and the men show 
more interest in what the world Outside is 
doing than in making up for having been 
practically deprived of whiskey during the 
summer.

The boys and girls of the seventh grade to 
Junior High School ages also buy large num
bers of Western Stories. This is probably be
cause we are all hero-worshippers, and the
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child allows himself free rein in this emo
tion. To him, the hard-fisted, cool-eyed, two- 
gun man who smokes Bull Durham and 
swears in the dotted lines represents the 
acme of masculine perfection to be mim
icked or married, depending on whether the 
reader is a boy or girl, but to be admired in 
any event. The covers of this magazine have 
pictures of the most typical cowboy charac
ters in action. They represent not only what 
the younger readers admire but what many 
of the older readers remember of frontier 
days.

The True Detective Stories are not very 
popular. They rely completely upon mystery 
and suspense to interest and hold the read
er, and being very poor detective stories the 
outcome is usually obvious. On the cover, 
which is dark blue with the red MacFadden 
seal in a corner, there is always a picture 
of a crime being committed, or of the trial 
or execution of the condemned. A gruesome 
effect is produced by shadows and images 
showing as lighter or denser shades of blue. 
Thus the cover is truly characteristic of the 
cheap melodrama found in the stories.

Life improved much more steadily than 
did the cover. It originally had covers filled 
with pictures of Lovers and Lambs, with 
cupids arOund .the corners. It had gone 
through slow, gradual changes, not keeping 
up with the changes that were taking place 
in art and humor, when a pioneer Jiri mod
ern art, Coles Phillips, was asked to design 
a cover for Life. The editor was amazed and 
somewhat annoyed when the young artist 
presented him with a drawing in sharp col

or and light contracts of a girl in a ham
mock. The editor felt that it would be risk
ing too much to put anything so radically 
different on the front cover of a magazine 
that was known by its conventional covers; 
he considered letting Coles Phillips do some 
drawings of this new type, which was abso
lutely original with him, to illustrate the 
jokes. Then, if they increased the sales, he 
might gradually work up to the point of do
ing a cover in this manner. But Coles Phil-
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lips was much in need of money at the time, 
and certain that the new type would suc
ceed in drawing new customers to Life. He 
further argued that those who knew Life for 
what it had been would place faith enough 
in it and its. policy to risk the few cents 
then asked for a copy.

In the end, the illustrator won out. The 
new copy went on sale, and the sales were 
almost doubled With the first edition. Since 
then, Life has lost every trace of being any
thing but modern, and it is extremely pop
ular today.

Thus in the most outstanding magazines 
of every type found in Fairbanks, the cover 
design tells much about the contents of the 
magazine and its popularity.

THE RETAIL MERCHANT 
(Continued from Page 22)

manufacturer has a surplus on hand or 
some goods of a slightly lower quality which 
he is able to dispose of to these mail order 
houses. Some of these establishments also 
purchase the output of a small manufactur
er and place their own brand on the article 
with the hope of creating a demand by us
ing the standard product as a leader and 
then making substitutes with their own 
brand of goods. From the standpoint of of
fering a product having a superior quality, 
the retailer must make certain that the 
people see this difference. The ordinary in
dividual does not compare quality but is ex
ceedingly more interested in the comparison 
of prices. The customer has formed the hab
it of buying according to price, and the duty

now rests with the retailer to prove the 
superiority of his line of goods.

The local retailers are not concerned very 
much in meeting the competition of the mail 
order house on a price basis. They claim that 
having entered business and -being willing 
to assume all the risks that may occur, so
ciety places as their reward a reasonable 
profit. But at this point the difficulty lies 
in what is to be called a reasonable profit. 
The retailer claims that he marks his goods
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at a rate above the cost price which will in
sure him his reward, and does not regard 
the prices listed by the various mail order 
concerns in their catalogs. At the present 
rate of mark-up his turn-over is low, and 
possibly he may be able to ultimately in
crease his profit by making a smaller profit 
on each article and rely on increasing his 
sales.

In many communities associations have 
developed which render great service to the 
retailers. The “Fairbanks Trade Extension 
Association,” has been formed by a number 
of the Fairbanks merchants, the purpose of 
which I  judge has .been to meet the com
petition of the outside firms. The outstand
ing drawback of this organization in my 
opinion is the fact that it is offering 
these benefits to out-of-town people only. 
In this method the retailers are more inter
ested in obtaining the large orders from  
these people sending to outside firms. This 
system has as its drawing card the fact that 
the purchaser will receive refunds from the

various members according to the extent of 
their purchases from each individual mem
ber. If they believe that by rendering these 
benefits and causing that class of customers 
to purchase from them, they are success
fully meeting the competition of the mail 
order houses the local retailers are greatly 
mistaken, for a large quantity of merchan
dise is being received on each train by their 
Fairbanks customers.

The merchant of Fairbanks can also les-
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sen the mail order business by giving strict
er attention to his advertising policies. He 
must admit that the explanation which the 
mail order catalog puts forth is specifically 
meant for a particular product and it is 
necessary for the retailer to do more than 
just put his name in the paper to make 
known that he is doing business in the 
town. He should advertise a certain product 
which he handles and should further en
deavor to make some connection by having 
those goods displayed in his show windows. 
The advertising policy used by one of the 
garages in town seems to give the necessary 
information that the individual is looking 
for. They have included in their advertise
ment the prices that Sears, Roebuck & Co 
have listed in their catalog on tires and 
tubes, and have listed their selling prices of 
these articles in Fairbanks, in order that the 
customer may make the comparison for him
self. Why should not this means of adver
tising have a tendency to increase his sales 
just as the national advertising done by the 
manufacturer causes various customers to 
inquire for the products?

The last method I would endeavor to en
force is the establishment of a Merchants’ 
Association. Repeatedly, cases arise where 
some individual is endeavoring to beat his 
bills and get out of the Territory before he 
is detained. This means increased bad debt 
losses and the consumer must ultimately 
pay for this added cost of doing business. 
Most communities have a Merchants’ Asso
ciation composed of persons engaged in all 
kinds of business within the community. 
This association must depend upon the mu
tual assistance and cooperation of the var
ious members. Its work is carried on by a 
credit bureau maintained by the. various 
members. This system would require that 
the concerns place some individual in 
charge of granting credit. Then if Mr. A. 
applies for a charge account at the X De
partment Store, the credit manager of this 
store has only to confer with the bureau 
maintained by the merchants and he will 
obtain the credit dealings that other mem
bers are having and the individual’s pre
sent standing among the merchants.

This association in addition to rendering 
the credit service to its members could 
also give them material aid in preparing 
their advertisements and their advertising 
problems in general. It could advise them as 
to the mediums that should be used and the 
class of advertising to insert.

The association could further render val
uable assistance in aiding the establish
ments in installing a system of bookkeeping. 
Many of the concerns doing business in the 
town of Fairbanks would find themselves 
handicapped if the bank would ask them to 
submit a financial statement of their busi
ness in order to determine the feasibility of 
granting a loan. The installation of a simple 
cost accounting system would prove bene
ficial to a number of the merchants because 
at present a number of the smaller concerns 
endeavor to arrive at their. selling price 
merely by an estimate of the various costs 
which enter into the price.

Most of these methods, if watched more 
closely, would go along toward solving some 
of the problems with which the retailer 
must contend.
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“THE LADY OF THE WOODS” 
PROP. G. W. GASSER

Framed by my window with its eastern view, 
Stands a tree I would present to you; 
Constant, yet of varying moods,
Betula Paprifera, “The Lady of the Woods:” 
And since her mien was never bold,
To you her story I’ll unfold.
Full many a score of years have gone 
Since friend Betula first saw the dawn, 
Peeping from out her bed of mold,
Listening to the sagas old 
Of forest trees in leafy dress,
Whispering softly in the wilderness.
By ancient urge she aspired to rise,
Training her branchlets toward the skies,. 
Spreading each leaflet with exactitude 
To elaborate her daily stint of food,
By process so concealed and fine,
That copying man is yet unable to divine. . 
Her rootlets, steeped in hidden lore,
Dipped downward into darkened store,
And took therefrom with cosmic feel 
The potion that would speed their zeal,
Nor failed to heed each leaflet’s sigh 
To send the potent sap on high.
Unharried, unhastened, unconcerned,
No limitation irked, no task she learned.
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Each morn she waved a welcome to the light, 
•Biar.h eve another welcome to the night,
Each spring a bower of green she made,
Each fall an offering of leaves was laid.
The branchlets, as they waved, anon,
Welcomed each bird that perched thereon.
The northern nightingale, the robin bold;
Each spring of southern journey told;
Anri when the summer had passed by,
She listened to the raven’s raucous cry.
Came chickadee, to peck and tweet,
As winter’s snow, lay at her feet.
Perchance there clambered up her shining bole, 
The lumbering porcupine to take his toll.
’Neath neighboring spruce, when days were mild, 
The scolding squirrel his loot had piled.’
Into this picture, primeval, raw,
Came fateful man with axe and saw.
With Justy strokes he cut and slashed,
Unheeding how the tall trees crashed.
Then followed fire to burn and sear;
And Blooming Sally spread her mantle o’er the bier. 
By old King Aeclus’ changeful breath,
Betula escaped the flaming death.
A living monument, not made by hands,
Pleading her cause she bravely stands,
Unmindful of the wintery gale,
While with halting words I tell this tale.

The versatility of the College faculty was 
discovered when three of the Professors en
tertained the students at assembly, April 
24th, with a short comedy, “Box and Cox.” ' 
The Professors Ryan, of Education, Chase, 
of Mathematics, and Bastress, of Chemistry, 
all were discovered to have skill in dra
matics.
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