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The familiar Moose of the Far North finds protection in the lights and shadows of deep underbrush 
and forest. (Photo by O. J. Murie, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service.)

The Future o f Fish and Game in Alaska

MOST PEOPLE DOWN in the States 
get the ir ideas on Alaskan game 

and fish from  the sporting magazines. In 
these, g lo w in g ly  illustrated w ith  pictures o f 
the hunter or fisherm an w ith  his big brown 
bear or th irty-inch ra inbow , the reader gets 
the impression that all one needs to do to 
get sim ilar trophies is to reach Alaska. The 
s u p p ly  is supposedly everyw here and 
limitless.

M ost o f the land in Alaska is o f great
est value fo r producing w ild life , but great

by Neil W. Hosley,

Alaska Cooperative W ild life  Research Unit 
University o f Alaska.

changes have been made in the numbers 
o f our big game and fish. To use only 
one illustra tion, the herds o f caribou, which 
25 years ago were estimated in m illions, are 
now  dow n to about 160,000. Fires which 
have burned a large part o f the Interior 
have often destroyed the lichens on which 
the caribou depend and it takes decades 
fo r this g r o w t h  to develop again. And 
along w ith  changes in habitat have come 
big increases in the amounts o f hunting. 
The numbers o f non-resident hunting and



r

The Bald Eagle, symbol of America, is found 
generally over Alaska with greatest numbers 
along the southern and southeastern shores.

fish ing licenses issued in the Territory have 
increased six ty-fo ld  since the late twenties. 
A t the same tim e resident and fish ing li
censes have increased seven times since 
1936.

But probably the greatest increase has 
been in fish ing. The resident fish ing li
censes, firs t sold in 1944, have increased 
from  902 to 2,185 and non-resident li
censes have increased from  700 in 1944 to 
5,300 in 1949! Since these figures do 
not cover the com bination licenses in which 
trapping is included, they represent on ly 
a part o f the total hunters and fishermen. 
It is common know ledge that fish ing in 
th ickly settled sections and along good 
roads has gone dow n rapidly.

A RE WE TAKING too much big game 
and too many fish? If so, how  much 

should be taken and how  much is it w orth?  
These are on ly a fe w  questions fo r which 
we need answers. The biologists in the 
Alaska Federal A id  Project are making 
surveys o f the caribou, moose, sheep and 
goat numbers and ranges. In the course 
o f the next fe w  years they w ill know  if 
the numbers o f these species are increas
ing or not. The Cooperative W ild life  Re
search Unit is organized to carry on research

w ith  game species p rincipa lly through the 
w o rk  o f graduate students.

Up to now our on ly  w ay o t judg ing  
trends o f freshw ater fish populations is 
through comparing present fish ing  w ith  
form er years. We know  very little  about 
the in terior lakes and streams or the fish 
that inhabit them or could be produced 
in them. We need to know  how  produc
tive  these waters actually are and w hether 
a given stream or lake is being overfished 
or not. This means careful surveys by w e ll 
trained biologists o f such things as w ater 
temperatures at d iffe re n t seasons and 
depths, oxygen content, acidity, tu rb id ity , 
insect and low er animal form s present, 
forage fishes, g row th  rates o f the game 
fishes, parasites and diseases, spawning 
seasons and facilities, predation, compe
tition  from  other fishes and the take through 
fish ing. O nly in the case o f the salmons 
has any considerable study been made.

W hether it is w o rth  w h ile  to manage 
Alaska's game, furbearers and fish on a 
sustained yie ld  basis can be judged from  
the ir values. The commercial catch o f sal
mon was w orth  approxim ate ly $85,000,
000 in 1949. Furs norm ally produce the 
Territory's th ird  largest source o f income. 
Probably every b row n bear or g rizzly 
k illed by non-resident hunters represents at 
least $1,000 spent in Alaska. This w ou ld  
conservatively represent a half m illion  dol- 

Continued on Page 25

Grizzly Bear surprised by visitor at his creek at 
Admiralty Island, Southeast Alaska. —(Photo by 
E. P. Haddon, U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service.)
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"C A P ”

Au s tin  E .  Lathrop

Austin was a small boy when he used to 
walk four miles from his home on the farm to 
the country school. For his lunch he took apples 
and a sandwich in his pocket. The primitive edu
cational advantages afforded were not sufficient 
to induce him to undertake to make years in 
college his objective, but early.in life he, who 
forged ahead to wealth and an illustrious career, 
recognized the importance of higher education.

His continuous service as a member of the 
governing board of this institution began in 
1932. The major accomplishments of the Univer
sity received his enthusiastic support. His in
sistence that for every dollar expended there 
must be a dollar’s worth of service carried 
special weight with the Board and was produc
tive of the sound policies that were adopted.

Of the total of twenty thousand dollars raised 
to build the first story of the Eielson Memorial 
Building none subscribed more than “Cap.” 
And when plans were being considered to 
complete the structure it was “Cap” who said: 
“Let us build it all the way through and have 
something we can be proud of, a building more 
than twice as large as first planned.”

No member of the Board will ever forget

“Cap’s” quick approval of an item in the pro
posed budget to the Territorial Legislature to 
provide funds to assist in maintaining and opera
ting the Geophysical Institute during the cur
rent biennium. He could see big things, things 
that count in the long run, for now was to be 
consummated the biggest project ever under
taken by the University, a contribution to the 
cause of basic research already the subject of 
National as well as International concern.

His gift of the large “Mt. McKinley” by Sydney 
Laurence tells us that this magnificent painting, 
first hung to best advantage in the Library, 
ought to remain there as a cultural inspiration 
to all who enter. When first viewed by “Cap” 
in its new place he said: “This is where it 
belongs. I am going to give it to the University.” 

And so the schedule of education of our fellow 
citizen was a pattern of his own. What may be 
termed his extra-curricular activities covered 
a constantly expanding field of service forti
fied by the courage of his convictions. It enabled 
him to add, day by day, priceless treasures to 
his storehouse of understanding. Even though 
he has departed this life, among us he still lives.

C. E. B.



The Yak is a beast of burden throughout

The Soviets 
Harness the A rctic

By Professor P. Manteifel
translated from Russian by 

John C. Brinsmade 
Under the supervision of 

Nady Denie

The Russian Area Studies in the Department 
of Arts and Letters of the University of Alaska 
has undertaken some research and translation 
projects initiated by Miss Nady Denie two years 
ago. These projects have not only provided an 
incentive toward progress in the study of lan
guage, but have contributed to the knowledge of 
Russian efforts and progress in an environment 
similar to that of Alaska, in view of our national

A translation of the ANTHROPOLOGICAL 
STUDY OF THE SOVIET NORTH by a re
nowned anthropologist G. Diebetz was made. It 
was judged excellent by experts and was pur
chased by the Encyclopedia Arctica. One of the 
two projects completed this year in the course 
of Scientific Russian is a translation of an article 
in the Russian monthly magazine ‘‘Soviet Arc
tics,” some excerpts from which are presented 
below.

" I t  is necessary to devote serious atten
tion to the domestication o f elk (moose), 
w hich is distributed through all the forests 
of the North from  Finland to the Pacific 
Ocean. N otw ithstanding the ir g igantic size 
(males sometimes attain 8 feet in he ight at 
the w ithers), moose are extrem ely quick 
m aturing, and sometimes even three-year- 
old females produce o ffspring , and not just 
one, as w ith  most large deer, but tw o . Since 
they feed ch iefly on tree branches and

undergrow th , m o o s e  scarcely lose any 
w e igh t by spring.

Moose are easily tamed and readily be
come accustomed to harness. A fte r being 
tamed from  an early age, they do not be
come w ild  later even if a llow ed fu ll free
dom in p a s tu r e .  Pronounced ind iv idua l 
variab ility  both in respect to the ir d isposi
tion and also in external characteristics is 
observed among moose: some o f them are 
massive, w ith  barrel-like ribs; others are 
graceful on ta ller and more shapely legs; 
some have short heads w ith  short upper 
lips; others have long heads w ith  hooked 
noses, etc. Selection should produce, in the 
shortest possible tim e, stable varieties o f 
moose fo r various economic purposes.

Long legs and w id e ly  separated hoofs 
characterize moose as an animal w e ll adapt
ed to northern snow drifts  and bogs. Its long 
digestive tract w i t h  a gigantic caecum, 
which ev iden tly  functions as a supplim en- 
tary stomach and assists in digesting and 
assim ilating w ood (bark), is adequate fo r 
the rough, little -nu tritious foods to w hich 
the moose has become a d a p te d  in the 
course o f many thousand years. In contrast 
to reindeer, which cannot perspire (no sweat 
glands), the moose exudes in summer a 
b row n, o ily  sweat, and therefore is not 
bothered to any extent by the various blood 
suckers (horse flies, ticks, etc.) and skin 
parasites (gad flies), whose breathing mech
anism becomes obstructed by the o i l y  
sweat.

The Yakutian Regional Agricu ltu ra l Ex
perim ent Station, ( A r c t ic  Circle region), 
which was commissioned to undertake the 
domestication o f moose, attained great re
sults. A  fem ale m o o s e  named Manka, 
tamed, tra ined, and broken to harness from
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an early age, in a test o f Her w o rk ing  qua li
ties in the year 1937, gave very high per
formances: In level d riv in g  along the river 
Lena, M a n k a ,  at the age o f tw o  years, 
w e igh ing  about 600 pounds, easily pulled 
approxim ate ly 2 V i tons at a speed o f 4.3 
miles per hour, having displayed fine  w ork  
qualities and skill in adapting herself to 
unevenness o f the road and to heaviness 
o f the load (the w e ig h t o f the sled was not 
taken into account.). Then, a fter some tra in 
ing, Manka was tested fo r  effic iency under 
a pack. Through broken country Manka 
easily carried a pack w e igh ing  265 pounds 
at a speed o f 4.3 miles per hour, exh ib iting  
fine skill in locomotion along trenches, gu l
lies. steep ascents and descents. Tests o f 
speed o f runn ing  showed that Manka, w ith  
an excellent, bold tro t, covered the distance 
o f 1 m ile  in one m inute 43 seconds (a speed 
o f about 35 miles per hour), w ith  a stride 
o f 6V4 yards.

In one o f the state farms there is w o rk ing  
at the present tim e an adu lt male moose 
w hich pulls heavy loads.

Excellent results w ere obtained in Tumen 
by Mr. Pechenkin, w ho  mastered the tech
nique o f breaking to harness domesticated 
moose. It was also by his e fforts that in a 
very  short tim e young moose w ere broken 
to harness in the Buzuluski State Preserve 
(in the year 1938).

Moose should become the new farm  ani
mals o f the North. W hen tamed from  an 
early age the moose does not become w ild  
later, in contrast to m any other species o f 
deer.

It is necessary also to undertake, in the 
North the acclimatization o f the yak (Poe- 
phagus grunniens), w hich has proved itself 
w e ll adapted to the most diverse climatic 
conditions.

A  herd o f yak in 1938 endured transpor
tation under d if f ic u lt conditions into the 
severe c l im a t e  o f northeastern Siberia. 
M any predicted destruction o f these em i
grants, bu t they, in the new place, (the 
Kolyma M ountains, N la titude 6 3 ° -6 9 °  
crossing the Arctic Circle), not on ly  amazed 
everybody w ith  the ir capacity fo r w o rk ing  
on steep m ountains, bu t also are m u ltip ly 
ing greatly, having increased the ir popula
tion more than doub le  in the course o f a
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For several years musk oxen were kept at the 
University of Alaska.

short period. The ta lk about the yak being 
afraid o f bad weather in w hich his long 
w ool m igh t get w et, and the animal su ffer 
thereby, has no basis whatsoever, which 
fact was proved by the yak w hich were 
transported to places w ith  a hum id climate. 
The yak is a very pow erfu l, hardy animal, 
capable o f w o rk ing  w e ll and o f g iv ing  rich 
m ilk.

In d is c u s s in g  the acclimatization o f 
hoofed animals in the Far North, it is neces
sary to remember the salt hunger w hich 
affects most herbivorous animals o f the 
N orth remote from  ocean; also the lack o f 
protein in w in te r feeds, and the necessity 
fo r on-the-spot preparation o f food in to  the 
composition o f which must enter certain 
kinds o f seaweeds w hich are devoured w ith  
greediness, fo r example, by hoofed animals 
on the shores o f the Pacific Ocean.

Noted fo r the ir great adaptability  are 
marmots (Marmota), usually called w ood
chucks or groundhogs in North America, 
the skins, meat, and fa t o f w hich are utilized 
advantageously. They live in the southern 
steppes, on mountains, and in the perma
frost zones o f Yakutia and Kamchatkha 
(Arctic Circle region). N otw ithstand ing  the 
series o f ou tw ard ly  d iffe re n t species o f 
marmots inhabiting various latitudes, they 
are very sim ilar to each other in mode of 
life. Their normal summer body tem per
ature (9 7 ° -9 9 °  F) becomes unstable and 
falls in the period o f dorm ancy to 39° F or 
even lower. In such a lowered state o f 
activ ity, when breathing and beating o f 
the pulse cannot always be detected, the 
animals s low ly  expend the ir accumulations 
o f fa t and, in the spring, emerge from  the ir 
burrows still w ith  considerable stores o f 
subcutaneous fat.

Continued on Page 32



1 9 5 0  Graduation Class Sets New Records
The 28th Annual Commencement Exer

cises, held on the campus May 22, grad
uated the largest num ber o f students in the 
history o f the University. A  total o f 43 de
grees were awarded to graduates from  
e ight Alaskan communities and e ight states 
o f the Union. The largest previous gradu
ating class was in 1941, w ith  33 students.

"The fact that 16 o f our 1950 graduates 
came from  the States is a good sign ," said 
President o f the Board o f Regents, A ndrew  
Nerland. " I t  shows that, in com petition w ith  
litera lly hundreds o f schools Outside, .the 
University o f Alaska has a curriculum  suf
fic ien tly  interesting to d raw  students from

all over. We welcom e Outside students; 
the ir presence gives all o f us broader con
tacts and v iew po in ts ," M r. Nerland stated.

Twenty-three Bachelor o f Science de
grees w ere awarded, 1 1 Bachelor o f Arts, 
three Bachelor o f Business A dm in istra tion, 
three Bachelor o f Education, tw o  Bachelor 
o f A gricu ltu re  and one five-year degree 
Bachelor o f M in ing  Engineering.

Two honorary doctorates were conferred: 
one on the Honorable A nthony J. Dimond, 
Federal Judge o f the Third Judicial Division; 
and one on Helge Larsen, Curator at the 
Danish National Museum, Copenhagen, 
Denmark.



Chilkoot Pass was the main route to the Interior.

A  Celebrated Pioneer Writes Last Story

IN  THE WINTER o f 1889 I was w o rk ing  on 
the breakw ater at the m outh o f the Colum
bia River, w hen friends w o rk in g  on the 
breakwater w ith  me said, "H o w  w ou ld  you 
like to go to A laska?"

I was a young fe llo w , just over 21, fo o t
loose and w ith o u t a care in the w o rld . So I 
said, "W hy not? I like adventure ."

A t that tim e there w ere  on ly  tw o  ships 
running to Alaska, the Idaho and the Ancon. 
They maintained a fo rtn ig h tly  schedule to 
W rangell, Juneau, Douglas, Sitka and the 
canneries that w ere starting up like mush
rooms in Southeastern Alaska.

A  Portland o u tfit ow ned one o f the three 
canneries being b u ilt at Chilkat, on the op
posite side o f the peninsula from  Haines. 
The SS Ancon made a special sailing from  
Portland early in 1889 headed fo r these 
canneries, and I was aboard.

That summer I fished w ith  a g illne t for

by Lawrence Olson
Fairbanks, Alaska

the Pyramid Harbor Packing Company. In 
he w in te r I remained as a watchman and 

net repairman.
Being young and fu ll o f energy, I listened 

a great deal to the stories o f O ldtim ers in 
the country. On a m idw in te r's  tr ip  to 
Juneau I heard them discussing the little - 
know n Interior region. One o f them said, 
" I f  I was only 20 years younger, and my 
legs w ou ld  hold me, I'd cross over Chilkoot 
Pass and prospect fo r gold in the In te rio r."

That was where my interest in the Interior 
o f Alaska got its start.

IN THE FIRST months o f 1889 news trickled 
dow n to Juneau that gold had been 

found the previous summer on Franklin 
Gulch in the Fortymile. In spite o f that, no 
prospector or adventurers w e n t over the 
Pass into the Interior that year.

In 1889 Chilkat became quite  a busy 
place. W ith  three canneries in the process



Xawrence Olson crossed Chilkoot Pass in 1892.

o f being b u ilt and operating, w h ite  men 
began to be attracted to the place. That 
w in te r w e had about 15 whites in the v il
lage, besides the usual squaws and bucks.

In the spring o f 1890, the famous Jack 
Dalton arrived at Chilkat. He was accom
panied by an explorer from  South A frica 
by the name o f Glave, and an exploration 
party o f 7 or 8, all w e ll equipped w ith  
horses and supplies.

Dalton was a little  fe llo w —only about 
five  feet fiv e —strong and very tough. He 
had the reputation o f keeping in trim  by 
jum ping in icy w ater every m orning.

The Dalton Trail was established by Dal
ton w h ile  he acted as guide and chief packer 
fo r Glave. It was a d iff ic u lt tra il, and never 
proved popular w ith  the stampeders going 
into the Interior. It was established m ainly 
because o f Glave's interest in the St. Elias 
mountains. If I remember correctly, Glave's 
party came out on the coast at Dry Bay, or 
even as far w est as the mouth o f the Copper 
River.

BY 1 890 I was liv ing  in a cabin at Chilkat 
I had b u ilt m yself, and considered m y

self an Alaskan. I g r a d u a l l y  became 
obsessed w ith  seeing w hat was over the 
coastal range mountains.

M y obsession grew  later on that same 
year when I heard that a fe w  adventurers 
had crossed C hilkoot Pass. In 1891 about 
50 crossed into the Interior. Shortly after 
January 1, 1892, on my m id-w inter's tr ip  to

Juneau, I decided I'd make the tr ip  into 
the Yukon Valley.

I found three other young men w ho were 
anxious to go along. In Juneau w e bought 
about 600 pounds o f beans, bacon, flou r, 
salt, sugar, tea and coffee fo r each o f us, 
and a sied apiece. We le ft Juneau on March 
18, 1892, and paid $10 each fo r fare and 
fre ig h t on a small steam launch to take us 
to Dyea.

The fo u r o f us w ere out to see the coun
try. W e w ere just kids in our early 20s out 
to see a new w orld . W e had no burn ing 
desire to be prospectors.

W hen w e got to Dyea w e w en t to the 
Haley and W ilson Trading Post and found 
that there w ere between 40 and 50 men 
ahead o f us on the tra il, bound fo r Chilkoot 
and the land beyond. These men had heard 
o f the discovery on Franklin Gulch and bar 
d igg ings on the Stewart, Big Salmon and 
smaller side streams.

I m igh t po in t out that, in those days, just 
about all crossings o f Chilkoot were made 
in late March and A p ril. You got your s tu ff 
over to Lake Linderman before the spring 
thaw  started, in order to bu ild  a po ling boat 
before the break-up and be ready to go 
dow n the river righ t a fter the ice.

The trail from  Dyea to Sheep Camp was 
in very good condition, due to much fre ig h t
ing and travel in relaying supplies. From. 
Sheep Camp on to the foo t o f the Scales, 
and then to the sum m it, w e had to  carry 
everyth ing on our backs. I was young and 
very strong in those days, and could pack 
100 pounds to the sum m it in one trip . It 
took me six trips to carry my six hundred 
pounds to the top o f Chilkoot Pass.

O ur party o f fou r had good luck, and got 
all our equipm ent to the sum m it on A p ril 6.

(Five years later, when I next crossed Chil
koot, the location of the trail was identical to the 
one that we used in 1892. However, in 1897 there 
was a horse windlass to pull our freight up the 
scales, and we didn’t have to pack everything on 
our backs)

ONCE WE WERE on top o f the sum m it 
w e loaded our 600 pounds on our 

sleds and practically coasted to Sum m it Lake 
and to the low er end o f Linderman. Here 
w e made a perm anent camp to bu ild  our 
poling boats.

We d id n 't have to use too many o f our
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supplies. In those days the hills w ere fu ll 
o f game, and w e never w anted fo r grouse, 
ptarm igan, caribou and moose. The rivers 
w ere fu ll o f fish — and w e w ere never 
hungry w h ile  w e traveled.

W hen the ice w en t out on Linderman in 
early June, about 25 boats were ready to 
start dow n together. We stayed in bunches 
because w e needed each other at times.

When w e got to M iles Canyon w e helped 
each other skid our boats around the dan
gerous water. I was surprised to find  a skid
way on the m ile around the canyon, and 
asked w ho  had b u ilt it. The on ly answer I 
got was that it had been there fo r years and 
everybody used it—occasionally someone 
put in a new log or tw o.

We helped skid our boats around W hite 
horse Rapids also. It w asn 't until the Klon
d ike stampede, when big scows became the 
rule on the river, that boats attem pted to 
go through Miles Canyon and W hitehorse 
rapids.

Where W hitehorse is today, there was 
one old log cabin. It was reported ly the 
p roperty o f a prospector w ho  had found a 
copper deposit there years before.

Between Dyea and Fort Selkirk w e found 
no perm anent human habitation, although 
we ran onto a dozen or more prospectors 
w o rk ing  the bars and eddies on the Lewes 
River and its tributaries. We were to ld  that 
there were not over 50 prospectors in the 
entire country, and about the same number 
o f trappers. The latter were doing the 
better o f the tw o.

W E ARRIVED at Fort Selkirk on Septem
ber 1, after having stopped to pan 

on many streams. On practically every 
stream w e  found colors, bu t w e  were such 
greenhorns at the business o f fin d in g  gold, 
that I do not th ink w e  w ou ld  have know n 
a rich pocket if w e 'd  been sitting on it. It 
w asn 't until much later that I learned pan
ning, rocking and the use o f the sluice b o x -  
all o f w hich w ou ld  have done us in good 
stead in those early days.

A t Selkirk w e  found about 10 whites, 30 
na tive , and a Hudson's Bay trad ing post. 
He:e w e m et our firs t M ountie. We heard 
that about ha lf o f the 1892 crop o f stam- 
peders had decided that the country was

too tough, and had started back upstream. 
The rest had gone on to the Fortym ile, some 
o f them eventually going on to St. Michael, 
and thence Outside.

A t Selkirk w e decided to turn back. We 
d id n 't care a b o u t  prospecting. We had 
made our tr ip  over C hilkoot and seen some 
o f the Interior.

Because w e had used our supplies so 
sparingly w e d id n 't have to buy much at 
the Hudson's Bay post. We started back for 
Dyea, w o rk ing  three-hour shifts from  6 in 
the m orning until 6 at n igh t to pole and line 
our tw o  boats upstream. Those o f you w ho 
know  how  hard it is to line a boat w ill know 
that our average o f almost 20 miles a day 
upstream was very good time.

IT TOOK US 30 days to come upstream, 
skid our boats around W hitehorse Rapids 

and Miles Canyon and up to Lake Linder
man. Here w e cached our boats, le ft some 
o f our supplies, and made a dash to get over 
C hilkoot before w in te r weather set in.

We made it.
M y three companions and I arrived back 

in Dyea on October 1, 1892, after six and 
one-half months o f vigorous traveling.

The others decided they'd  had enough 
o f Alaska. They w e n t Outside. I w en t on to 
Juneau to te ll about m y trip .

The group o f prospectors that crossed 
Chilkoot when I d id  in 1892 can be termed 
the firs t stampeders into the Yukon Valley. 
A lthough our tales may not d if fe r  noticeably 
from  the stories o f hundreds o f others w ho 
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Shooting Whitehorse Rapids wasn’t popular until



Dr. William Elmhirst Duckering

He Works, He Works!
W HEN young Bill Duckering stepped 

ashore on the beach at Nome in the 
spring o f 1900, little  d id  he realize that 
years later he w ou ld  become one o f the 
top men in higher education in the Terri
tory o f Alaska.

Duckering was an engineering student 
at the University o f W ashington. He made 
the trip  to the new gold strike at Nome fo r 
the purpose o f acquiring experience in en
g ineering, and also to make a fe w  dollars 
that w ou ld  be he lpfu l tow ard school ex
penses the fo llo w in g  year.

"W hen w e landed at Nome, before the 
1 st o f July, there were an estimated 22,000 
persons o f all vocations and all w alks o f life  
m illing  about a dozen miles o f beach," 
Duckering reminisced.

"N om e was a w ild  lawless tow n that 
year," he said. "M in ing  was done under 
the protection o f armed guards. On one 
claim I saw three men w ith  high-powered 
rifles protecting tw o  pick-and-shovel boys 
from  the claim jum pers."

In 1903 W illiam  Elmhirst Duckering was 
graduated w ith  honors from  the University 
o f Washington. Good civil engineers were

in demand in tha t early era o f western rail
road construction, and Duckering spent the 
next eleven years designing bridges, estab
lishing ra ilw ay locations, bu ild ing  and 
m aintaining trackage to r the Oregon Short 
Line Railroad in Idaho, W yom ing  and other 
w estern states.

In spite o f his great a ffin ity  fo r ra ilroad
ing, Duckering realized that he enjoyed the 
academic life  more. In 1915 he made a life 
tim e decision. He was a born teacher. So 
he turned dow n a lucrative executive posi
tion w ith  a Utah railroad and returned to 
the University o f W ashington.

W hile  o rig ina ting  revo lutionary methods 
o f teaching engineering, Duckering ac
quired tw o  additional scholastic degrees to 
add to his A .B.—a Bachelor o f Science and 
the professional degree, C ivil Engineer.

Because o f his e ffective teaching meth
ods, Professor Duckering was called by 
the W ar Department in 1918 to The Engi
neer School, Camp Humphries, V irg in ia , 
where 92 West Pointers completed the ir 
engineering education under force d raft.

Some o f the to p -flig h t generals o f W orld  
War II, including General Lucius D. Clay, 
w ere among the bright-eyed students un
der Captain W illiam  Elmhirst Duckering in 
those fle d g lin g  days o f 1918.

A t the conclusion o f W orld  W ar I, Cap
tain Duckering donned civvies again, and 
was called to head the Department o f En
g ineering Problems at Iowa State College.

W hile  teaching at the Hawkeye State, 
Professor Duckering was asked to join the 
facu lty o f the then-form ing University o f 
Alaska. Judge Charles E. Bunnell, w ho  was 
appointed p r e s id e n t  o f the em bryonic 
school, o ffe red  Professor Duckering a posi
tion in Engineering, "as he has been most 
h igh ly  recommended by the Dean o f Engi
neering at the University o f W ashington."

A fte r serious consideration, Duckering 
declined the o ffe r. Soon thereafter he be
came head o f the Department o f C ivil Engi
neering at the University o f British Colum
bia. He remained there until 1930, w hen 
illness forced him to resign. Not until tw o  
years la ter d id  he feel w e ll enough to con
sider a teaching position again.

A t that tim e, Dr. Charles E. Bunnell, pres
ident o f the Territorial college, again sought

Continued on Page 38
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Trail Creek has been rich in artifacts.

Did Early Alaskans Live
by Dr. Helge Larsen,
U niversity o f Alaska. in Caves?

CAVES SEEM TO have a strange effect on 
people. There is som ething mysterious 

about them, som ething that piques the curi
osity and appeals to the im agination. Most 
o f us have had a cave o f our ow n, if  not a 
real one, then a hole in the ground covered 
w ith  boards or burlap or perhaps on ly  a 
dark corner in the basement. W hat w e 
w anted was a place w here, undisturbed, 
w e could meet w ith  the other kids in the 
gang, or a place to w hich w e could retire 
from  the w o rld  and m editate over the 
events o f the day, a place w here w e  could 
feel safe. The desire to have a cave, and 
the fee ling  o f security it gave us may w e ll 
be an old instinct inherited through num er

ous generations from  our earliest ancestors. 
W hen huge ice masses covered Northern 
Europe and cold w inds sw ept the tundra 
fu rthe r South, the p rim itive  hunters w ho 
were our forefathers found shelter in na
tural cavities in the mountains, which fo r 
them became a Single but adequate d w e l
ling. But Europe was not the only place 
in the w o rld  where p rim itive  man took 
advantage o f these firs t prefabricated 
homes. O ther continents had the ir cave 
dwellers too—but w hat about Alaska?

The firs t report on a natural cave in 
Alaska, w hich had been lived in or at least 
used as a shelter, was b rought to the Univer
sity o f Alaska in the fa ll o f 1941 by Harry
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Palmer. Harry, an anthropology student o f 
the University o f Alaska, had been on 
the lookout fo r caves fo r some tim e when 
he obtained some arrowheads which an 
Eskimo purported to have found in a cave 
at Trail Creek on Seward Peninsula. The 
three anthropologists, Froelich G. Rainey, 
James L. G iddings,Jr., and the w rite r, w ho 
at the tim e were connected w ith  the Uni
versity, received the inform ation about 
the cave w ith  enthusiasm, and w e could 
hardly w a it fo r the arrowheads to arrive. 
For several days we discussed the possibili
ties o f type and age o f the arrowheads, 

' taking fo r granted that the artifacts found 
in a cave must.be old. We soon found out 
that this is not always the case. The 
supposed evidence o f early man in Alas
ka turned out to be five  antler arrowheads 
o f ord inary Eskimo type and not even an 
old type. We realized, o f course, that this 
find  d id  not exclude the possib ility  that 
the cave had been inhabited at a much 
earlier tim e, but somehow these arrow 
heads cooled our interest in the cave and 
absorbed in the much more exciting study 
o f new ly acquired Ipiutak material, as we 
were at the tim e, w e eventually lost inter
est in the Trail Creek cave.

I had almost forgotten the cave w hen 
G iddings in a letter to me early in 1949 
mentioned that David Hopkins o f the U.S. 
Geological Survey w ith  a party had visited 
Trail Creek in the summer o f 1948 and re
discovered the caves, fo r there are actually 
several caves in that area. Hopkins' party 
had not on ly found the caves but also 
had given a b rie f description o f them and, 
w hat was even more im portant, he made a 
test-digging in one o f them. In his report 
Hopkins w rites about this cave—that " i t  con
sists o f a long, low  tunnel extending about 
50 (actually 60) fee t into the c liff. The 
floo r slopes 10 degrees to 15 degrees up
w ard from  the mouth, through the cave. 
An entrance tunnel about 20 feet long leads 
into a large room, a narrow  steep tunnel ex
tended about 15 feet fu rthe r into the c lif f ."  
Two shallow pits were dug inside the cave 
and a deeper one at the mouth. In the 
latter a jasper po in t was found 22 inches 
below  the surface in a layer o f reddish 
clay and silt.

The report was sent to Professor G id
dings, w ho  in turn sent it to me, asking 
me if  I w ou ld  like to make fu rthe r investi
gations in that cave. Unfortunate ly, the 
jasper po in t was lost in a fire , bu t the mere 
fact that a stone point had been found at 
such a depth was an indication o f the pres
ence o f men at a tim e, not too close to our 
ow n. It was by no means certain that 
the cave had been occupied by man fo r 
any length o f tim e but here was a chance 
to fin d  a culture which preceded the Eski
mo culture. I im m ediate ly decided to accept 
the o ffer.

I have made several f ie ld  trips to Alas
ka, but I have never started out w ith  such 
mixed feelings o f uncertainty and expect
ancy o f success as in the spring o f 1949. 
The uncertainty was partly due to the vague 
in form ation I had about the location o f 
the caves and partly to the supposed inac
cessibility o f the place. I had been to ld  
that there were no landing fie lds fo r aero
planes in the v ic in ity  and that supplies had 
to be brought in by tractor w h ile  there was 
still snow on the ground. M eanw hile  these 
were m inor obstacles compared to the all 
im portant question — had the cave been 
occupied by human beings, and if  so, had 
they le ft any trace?

The cave was last on the program fo r 
the summer o f 1949. Charles V. Lucier 
o f the University o f Alaska, and I, had 
spent a month excavating our Eskimo sites 
at Point Spencer, a long, narrow  sandspit 
which separates Port Clarence from  the Ber
ing Sea, and it was w ith  a great deal o f 
suspense that we, on July 25, landed at 
Deering, the starting po in t fo r our trip  
to the cave. During the summer some o f 
our uncertainties regarding the cave had 
vanished; w e knew now  exactly where it 
was situated and also that it could be reach
ed bv tractor from  a m in ing camp on the 
'mnachuck River.

IN DEERING w e met a man w ho  had been 
in the cave—he was Taylor M oto, now 

manager o f the local store. In January 1928, 
Taylor and another man from  Deering came 
through Trail Creek when a v io len t snow 
storm forced them to seek shelter. In the ir 
search fo r  a sheltered place they found a



hole in the limestone c liffs  about 80 feet 
above the creek. A t firs t they were happy 
just to get out o f the w eather, bu t soon the 
cold drove them fu rthe r back in to  the cave. 
A bout 20 fee t from  the mouth the narrow  
entrance w idened out to a room in which 
the ceiling was high enough so that they 
could almost stand uprigh t. A  primus stove 
was lighted and a pleasant heat spread in 
the room and made them fo rge t the cold 
and the how ling  w in d  outside. The storm 
lasted five  days so they had p lenty o f tim e 
to examine the ir new home. Looking 
around they discovered that they were not 
rhe only Eskimos w ho  had taken refuge in 
this cave. On a natural shelf in the room 
were some arrowheads le ft there by a 
form er occupant, p robably a caribou hunter.

This part o f S e w a r d  Peninsula was 
fo rm erly  the home o f enormous caribou 
herds and the favo rite  hunting grounds o f 
the Im nacherm iut, ancestors o f the people 
w ho live in Deering today. These caribou 
hunters w ho  roamed all over this country 
in pursu it o f the game natura lly knew  the 
Trail Creek caves and occasionally used 
them as shelter. This is ev ident from  the 
occurrence o f caribou bones in most o f the 
caves and in particular by the many bones 
that have been crushed in order to get the 
m arrow . The question was not w hether the 
caves have been used by the natives o f this 
country bu t how  fa r back in tim e they have 
been used, and on ly  an excavation could 
answer that.

On the 27th o f July, w e le ft Deering in 
a truck ow ned by the Casa de Paga Gold 
Company which was operating on the 
Imnachuck River about 20 miles from  Deer
ing. The road, w in d in g  through w illo w  
ihickets and over open tundra, was good, 
and about an hour later w e  were welcomed 
by Don Stewart, one o f the owners o f the 
company. The next day w e  loaded all our 
gear and supplies on a go-devil, a sort o f 
very w ide  and heavy sled, and w ith  Harry 
O utw ater, a Deering Eskimo on the tractor, 
we started on the last part o f our trip . 
Traveling w ith  tractor was a new and excit
ing experience fo r both o f us and w e 
thorough ly  enjoyed it. In our age o f speed 
it is w onderfu l fo r once to be moved at a

Continued on Page 34
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Dr. Larsen Honored for 
Outstanding Arctic Work

Helge Larsen has been described as one 
o f the w orld 's  forem ost Eskimo-ologists. 
And t h a t  layman's de fin ition  f i t s  h im  
exactly.

Dr. Larsen is one o f the fe w  scientists 
specializing in the Arctic w ho  knows in ti
m ately both the Greenland Eskimo and the 
Alaskan Eskimo.

Born in Copenhagen in 1905, Dr. Larsen 
obtained his Degree o f A rtium  in 1924 
from  the University o f Copenhagen. In 
1930 he was awarded the degree o f Cand. 
Mag. (Master's degree).

Larsen started his anthropological w o rk  
in Greenland. He devoted 1930-31-32 to 
the Greenland Eskimos and w in te red  w ith  
them to study the ir culture more closely. 
A fte r w o rk ing  in the Danish National M u
seum in Copenhagen, Larsen returned to 
Greenland in 1935 and stayed until 1937.

His firs t tr ip  to Alaska was made in 1939. 
He accompanied Dr. Froelich Rainey and 
Louis G iddings to Point Hope where the 
party discovered much evidence o f Ip iutak 
Culture in the ancient middens o f the area. 
Larsen returned to Point Hope in 1941. In 
1942 he carried on studies in the Utukok 
River region o f Bering Sea. He w orked in 
the A leutians in 1945; in Bristol Bay and 
the Kuskokwim  Valley in 1948; and in the 
Seward Peninsula in 1949. This year Lar
sen has been in the Anaktuvuk Pass region 

Continued on Page 38



Summer Session Outstanding Success
The 1950 Summer Session of the University of 

Alaska was an outstanding success, according to 
Director William R. Cashen. Not only was the 
enrollment 85% greater than the previous 
summer session held in July and August 1947, 
but students were attracted from 14 states, the 
District of Columbia and from 13 Alaskan com
munities.

This summer 65 persons took instructions 
as against 35 in the previous session. The 
lure of Alaska attracted 28 persons from the 
States and they returned to their schools as 
“ambassadors of good will from the University 
of Alaska,” Professor Cashen stated.

“The 1950 Summer Session was financially 
self-supporting and we ended in the black,” the

director remarked. “The Territorial Legisla
ture gave us $7500 for expenses. This sum plus 
registration and tuition fees, and miscellaneous 
receipts were sufficient to meet our expenses,” 
said Director Cashen.

The 1950 Summer Session offered instruction 
in seven main classifications with a total of 18 
subjects. The teaching staff this summer con
sisted of 5 regular University of Alaska faculty 
and four guest professors from the States.

“I sincerely hope that the Legislature will 
give us funds for an enlarged summer school for 
1951. Barring unforeseen world conditions, the 
summer session at the University of Alaska for 
1951 could attract twice the number of students 
it did this year and still be within the capacity 
of our summer school facilities,” Cashen said.

Frances Jensen, M. A., Re
search Fellow in Home Eco
nomics at Cornell University, 
taught Clothing Construction, 
Crafts and Weaving.

Dr. Minnie J. Merrells, Asso
ciate Professor of Education, 
University of West Virginia, 
taught Secondary School Edu
cation and P h i l o s o p h y  of 
Education.

Jessie Wardlaw Williams, 
M.A., Assistant Professor of 
Education, Chico State College, 
California, taught Elementary 
Workshop.

Christine Heller, M. A., on 
leave from the Alaska Depart
ment of Health, now complet
ing her doctorate at Cornell 
University, taught Botany.

William R. Cashen, M. A., Director 
of the Summer Session and newly- 
appointed Dean of Men of 
vers.ity, who, with the four 
is a regular faculty member 
University of Alaska. Cashen taught 
School Administration.'



B U I L D S  FOR T H E  F U T U R E

The University o f Alaska has come a long 
w ay up the road o f progress since the 
cornerstone was laid on Ju ly 4, 1915. The 
college opened fo r instruction on Septem
ber 18, 1922, w ith  just six students and the 
Main Build ing shown in the small picture 
at the right.
Today the regular student enro llm ent is 
400, w ith  800 additional students taking

special and extension c o u r s e s  in eight 
Alaskan communities. The University has 
now entered an era o f expansion. The Geo
physical Institute (low er foreground) w ill 
be dedicated this Fall, and the Eielson Build
ing completed fo r occupation this W inter.



The photos on these pages give a glimpse into 
student activities and campus life during the 
college year. (Above) The Fairbanks Winter 
Carnival with its display of beauty queens. Miss 
Maxine Cothern, fourth from the right, an as
sistant in the Extension Service of the Univer
sity, won the title of “Miss Fairbanks,” and will 
represent the Territory as “Miss Alaska” at 
Atlantic City this fall. (Left) Dog team racing 
is a favorite sport in the Interior, and many a 
student has his first dog team ride when he 
comes to the University of Alaska. (Lower) It 
isn’t exactly correct to say that the faculty of 
the University can pour knowledge into any 
head that comes to the campus. But the Associ-

Preparation for Life . . . .



. . . Is a University Function
The University campus has 29 student organi
zations and societies which give a wide scope to 
student talent. As shown above, dramatics is one 
of the favorite student activities, and drama club 
offerings draw large crowds from College and 
Fairbanks. Some of Broadway’s best plays have 
been staged on the campus. The photo at right 
adequately demonstrates that the University 
faculty does not consist of an assemblage of 
pedantic antiques. This is a faculty group 
whooping it up at a costume party. Pretty 
human, aren’t they? (Lower) Where else could 
this picture have been taken but on the front 
steps of the girls’ dorm? Although this photo 
may have been posed for the man behind the 
camera, nevertheless anyone can tell that the 
happy gathering is bound for the library to cram 
for tomorrow’s exams.



(Above) Fairbanks, about fo u r miles from  
the campus, is the on ly  "M e tropo lis " in the 
Interior o f Alaska. The large bu ild ing  in the 
center o f the photo is the Federal Build ing; 
the tw o  tall stacks belong to the Northern 
Commercial Company's pow er plant. Cush
man Street, stretching north and south 
through the center o f tow n, is the end 
o f the Alaska H ighway. St. Joseph's Hos
pita l and C h u r c h  are across the river. 
(Left) Seniors from  Cordova High School 
chartered a plane and fle w  all the w ay to 
College to hold the ir "Senior Sneak" on the 
U niversity campus. The University enter
ta ined the group and the pilots fo r a w eek
end, took them sightseeing in Fairbanks and 
to nearby go ld dredges. (Lower) Basketball 
is a leading sport at the University o f Alaska 
and com petition is keen fo r hoop honors 
near the Arctic Circle



(Above) As yet, the costumed antics o f the 
professional grunt-and-groan industry have 
not invaded college circles in Alaska. So 
the gentlem en on the r igh t are stretching 
each other's necks in the orthodox manner 
—w h ile  earning the ir letters. (Center) The 
three persons de fy ing  the laws o f g ravity 
are not advertisements fo r "W heaties." 
They are U. o f A. students taking advantage 
o f instruction in acrobatics as g iven by the 
athletic coach. (Lower) This is the famous 
New Year's Day "Ice B ow l" game played 
in the dim  lig h t o f the Arctic w in te r be
tween the University and the Ladd A ir 
Force Base elevens. Even at 20° be low  zero 
the game attracts hundreds o f spectators. 
Football, recently added to  the University's 
athletic program , is a major sport fo r which 
a b ig  " A "  is awarded.

Sum m er , 1950 21



Much o f the success o f any University 
is w rapped around its President and its 
Faculty. Few schools have as w e ll balanced 
a teaching staff as has the University o f 
Alaska. And fe w  schools have as qua lified 
a President as Dr. Terris Moore.

Dr. Moore, shown (above) w ith  his w ife  on 
a recent aerial tour in the ir ow n plane, is 
starting his second year as President o f the 
U. o f A. Dr. M oore is a Harvard graduate 
w ith  his Doctor's degree from  the Harvard 
Graduate School o f Business A dm in istra
tion. He has had a successful business 
career, has taught University courses, and 
came to Alaska from  the Presidency o f the 
Boston Museum o f Science.
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(Center) Archeologist O tto  Geist and an 
assistant are classifying fossil remains o f 
prehistoric mammoth and the g iant b u f
falo. Each summer "Bone M an" Geist covers 
the placer digg ings o f Alaska, constantly on 
the quest fo r new discoveries o f the eras 
before man m igrated to Alaska.

(Lower) Classroom and laboratory activities 
at the University are essentially the same as 
those in any school o f h igher learning across 
the land. However, the small classes at the 
U. o f A. give students an unexcelled oppor
tun ity  fo r ind iv idual attention and fo r get
ting the most out o f the ir courses.

Few schools require as intensive an appli
cation to study as does the University o f 
Alaska. Because o f this insistence on fu n 
damentals, the alum ni o f the University 
rate high on the chart o f the w orld 's  achieve
ment. The Territory may w e ll be proud o f 
the University's scholastic standards and o f 
the policies and personalities behind the 
Institution.



(Above) M in ing  is one o f the most popular 
courses at the University, but, contrary to 
some students' expectations, all classes 
don 't consist o f panning gold in a nearby 
stream, or p lucking nuggets from  a side 
h ill. There's lots o f study and laboratory 
w o rk  invo lved. Three major branches o f 
m in ing art are taught here—M in ing  Engi
neering, M etallurgical Engineering a n d  
Geological Engineering. !n this photo, a 
Professor o f M eta llu rgy watches w h ile  a 
student pours metal.
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(Center) As is true in many University 
libraries th roughout the States, the library 
o f the U. o f A. is the recognized study hall 
o f the campus. This lib ra ry  is an excellent 
one. It has more than 25,000 b o u n d  
volumes and as many bulle tins and pamph
lets. Several private libraries have been 
donated to the University, and they form  
an im portant part o f the orig ina l research 
material available here. The University 
lib rary is the largest in Alaska, and persons 
interested in research in various fie lds use 
its facilities.

(Lower) The Grand O ld Man o f the campus, 
President Emeritus Dr. Charles E. Bunnell, 
greets one o f his "o ld  students." Dr. Bunnell 
was the University's founder and its presi
dent fo r 27 years. He knows every nook 
and cranny o f the institu tion and is sym
pathetic w ith  all the University's problems. 
The U. o f A. stands today as a m onum ent 
to the zeal and perseverance o f Dr. Bunnell.

For Information and Catalogue 
of Courses 

Write Air Mail to 
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University of Alaska 
College, Alaska



(Above) A young swain at the U. 
of A. remarked philosophically, 
“There is something quite beauti
ful about the rural scene as one 
buckles one’s skis for a run. I 
recommend it as above average in 
interest.” (Below) Ski meets are 
held in the spring, and U. of A. 
teams come home with more than 
their share of honors. (Bottom) 
The Alaska Railroad streamliner 
passes College every day, and is a 
familiar sight to students going to 
early morning classes.

(Above) Life on College Hill is 
interesting throughout the year. 
The invigorating winter climate 
puts zest into living, and a hike 
over the hills is a p l e a s u r e .  
(Center) The bear up the pole 
portrays the feelings of a Sopho
more who came to a math exam 
without cracking a book. (Below) 
The University of Alaska has the 
ball in a fast game in the city hoop 
league. (Bottom) Skiing is a big
time sport at College, as this slalom 
contestant demonstrates.



The Future of Fish 
and Game in Alaska

Continued from Page 4
lars annually. It is certainly safe to say 
that A laska’s game birds and mammals 
are producing 4 /2  m illion  pounds o f meat 
a year. This is on ly  one set o f values. 
For instance, w ha t our w ild life  is w orth  
from a recreational standpoint is d iffic u lt 
to estimate. A lso, w ild life  is the chief 
source o f food  and cloth ing fo r many fam i
lies and w ith o u t it they cou ldn 't exist. But, 
however the value is estimated, a resource 
o f these proportions is certainly big busi
ness fo r Alaska.

THE GREAT QUESTION IS how  much 
w ild life  w e  can expect to produce in the 

future. In order to estimate this w e must 
get a lot o f basic in form ation w hich we 
d on 't have at present. W ith  the fur- 
bearers w e need to know  w hat harvest 
seasons w ou ld  be best from  the stand
points o f pe lt size and qua lity , w in te r loss
es from  natural causes, interference w ith  
reproduction and a llow able take. W ith  big 
game w e need to know  how  many animals 
can be produced per un it area o f Alas
kan range. Some areas may have too many 
moose w h ile  others have too few . Range 
surveys show w here  these conditions are 
present and a llow  regulation o f the take 
accordingly. W ith  most o f the mammals 
we need more in fo rm ation  on the ir repro
ductive rate under Alaskan conditions. W ith 
the short g ro w in g  season this rate is prob
ably s lower than fu rth e r south, but we 
don 't know  w hether this is true or not.

We know  that large numbers o f w ater
fow l are produced in Alaska, but where 
and how  m any are still questions on which 
we need more in form ation. Banding o f 
a good sample o f birds from  the interior 
and arctic regions w ou ld  add greatly to 
our in form ation o f w here  they go in their 
southern m igration.

Probably our greatest single need in 
fact fin d in g  is w ith  the lakes, streams and 
their fishes. Conditions vary in the ex
treme. To quote Dufresne, "Thus, w h ile  
Alaska's 586,000 square miles form  an

Continued on Page 26
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Harry Brandt Goes 
To Sitka College

Harry A. Brandt, Dean o f Men at the Uni
versity o f Alaska since January 1, 1948, has 
said "G oodbye" to his friends in College 
and Fairbanks. He and Mrs. Brandt le ft 
August 26, d riv ing  to Haines en route to 
Sitka where he w ill take over his new duties 
as President o f the Sheldon Jackson Junior 
College.

Mr. Brandt has spent the last nine years in 
Alaska and has had w ide  experience in the 
Territory. A  native o f Wisconsin, he was 
graduated from  the University o f M inne
sota, has spent many years in educational 
YMCA work.

When W orld  W ar II started, Harry Brandt 
joined the USO Overseas Staff, in 1942 was 
assigned to Seward, a year later to Skag- 
way. He was director o f the Fairbanks USO 
from  1943 until the USOs w ere closed 
December 31, 1947.

A t this tim e Mr. Brandt came to the Uni
versity as Dean o f Men and A dm in istra tive 
Assistant to the President. W hile  w ith  the 
USO he had helped to set up college educa
tional courses fo r men in un iform ; in his 
new university position he continued these 
programs.

W ith Harry Brandt go best wishes fo r a 
successful career as President o f Sheldon 
Jackson Junior College.
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area no larger than the com bined total o f 
ten average states, the east-west reach is 
equal to the distance from  Georgia to Cal
iforn ia ; north-south, Montana to the G u lf o f 
Mexico. N ow , trace its rugged, deeply in
dented, wave-washed shoreline w ith  a spe
cial measuring gadget. The resulting figu re  
is 26,000 miles! Sprinkle it w ith  7,000,
000 acres o f lakes,- add tens o f thousands 
o f rivers, and you begin to fo rm  an idea 
o f the vastness o f this rem arkable game 
fish ing te rritory.

"The waterways o f Alaska o f f e r  a 
strik ing study in contrasts. Some o f the 
streams run northw ard in to  the ice-locked 
A rctic; others f lo w  southward in to the open 
Pacific, which is w arm ed by tropic-born 
ocean current. But the greatest o f Alaska's 
rivers, the m igh ty  Yukon and the Kusko- 
kw im , term inate in neither the Arctic nor 
the Pacific Oceans, but m e a n d e r  west
w ard through broad valleys to tu rbu len t, 
gray Bering Sea. The larger o f these riv
ers, the m uddy, m ile -w ide  Yukon, races 
dow n a serpentine course o f crum bling, 
wooded banks fo r more than two-thousand 
miles before dum ping  its load o f s ilt and 
floa ting  tree trunks into the Bering. In 
sharp contrast are the coastal mountain cat
aracts, some o f w hich issue from  high snow
banks and which leap almost d irectly  into 
the sea. A ll along the steamer lanes in 
Alaska you see the dark w aterfa lls hang
ing like skeins o f w h ite  lace against the 
dark c liffs, b low n w illy -n illy  by the w inds. 
Between these tw o  extremes is every kind 
o f fish ing stream that ever blessed an ang
ler's oaradise."

There is the vast area criss-crossed by 
the clear, unpollu ted, ice-cold streams from  
the mountains. This is the home o f the 
brillian tly -hued grayling. Local sportsmen 
are w ondering  w h y  some o f these g rayling 
waters couldn 't produce b ig  rainbows like 
those o f the Russian River or the Newhal- 
en. Are these gray ling  waters too cold; do 
they lack a suitable food supply fo r the 
b ig  trou t or has some other equally im 
portant factor kept the rainbows out fo r 
countless centuries? O n ly  deta iled study 
w ill tell.
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A ND SPEAKING OF the g rayling, it 
was on ly  a fe w  years ago that a 

last a ttem pt was made to fin d  even one in 
the Champlain drainage o f Verm ont where 
it was once abundant. The native species is 
gone from  M ichigan. Montana still has 
grayling, bu t the history o f the species gen
erally has been one o f disappearance from  
states heavily fished before methods fo r 
its maintenance w ere w orked  out. W ill 
Alaska fo llo w  the pattern?

It isn 't quan tity  o f the game that makes 
Alaska fam ous—single states have more 
head o f b ig  game than the Territory. But 
w hat state has the big b row n bear, moose 
the size o f those o f the Kenai or Susitna, 
four-pound gray ling  in crystal clear moun
tain streams or 30-inch rainbows in the 
rivers? If Alaska should lose this unique 
heritage, how  could the lost be estimated? 
Surely not in m illions o f dollars alone.

R O T C  A ctiv ities
Annua! M ilita ry  Bail

The; h ig h lig h t o f the social season was 
the Annual ROTC M ilita ry  Ball held on 
Saturday evening, May 6 at the College 
Gym. According to the Ball Committee 
n ea rl/ a hundred couples w ere present for 
w hat turned ou t to be a most pleasant 
evening fo r all. The gym  was decorated in 
red, w h ite  and b lue and the committee is 
to be congratulated fo r a job w e ll done. 
This year som ething new was added. Tables 
were p rovided around the e d g e  o f the 
dance flo o r fo r the benefit o f those w ho 
were either too old to dance every dance 
or w ho d id n 't have the am bition. Music fo r 
the occasion was furn ished by the "Pastels" 
an e ight piece band from  Ladd A ir Force 
Base. This aggregation o f musical ta lent 
was really in the groove from  start to fin ish. 
They cleverly m ixed hot licks w i t h  old 
fashioned waltzes and fox  trots, and th rew  
in a fe w  rhumba n u m b e r s  fo r good 
measure.

Im m ediately fo llo w in g  the intermission 
the honored guests w ere  introduced by Mr. 
Charles J. W ilcom b the M.C. fo r the affa ir. 
The honored guests w ere Prexy Terris 
Moore, President Emeritus Dr. Charles Bun-
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nell, Col. David H. Baker, C.O. Ladd A ir  Force 
Base, and Col. Robert J. K irk, Jr., P.M.S. 
and T. o f our fine  ROTC Unit. N ext came 
the climax o f the evening, the crow n ing  of 
the Queen. As is the custom the name o f 
the Queen is kept secret until the last mo
ment. The lucky g irl this year was Patricia 
Dill, w ho was escorted to the throne by 
Cadet Captain Gerald Glazer. The tw o  
Princesses selected w ere Patricia Daveyand 
Esther Kertlula. A ll selections w ere made 
by secret w ritten  ba llo t by the Cadet Corps. 
Col. Kirk had the honor and pleasure o f 
crow ning the Queen and presenting bou
quets to the tw o  Princesses.

Financially the Ball was a huge success 
which sim ply means that no m oney was 
lost on the deal.

Congratulations and a big pat on the 
back to the fo llo w in g  cadets w h o  made the 
Ball such an outstanding success:
Richard Frear—General Chairman
Charles J. W ilcom b—Master o f Ceremonies
James R. C linton—Decorations, Advertis ing
James W att—Tickets
John J. Arke ls—Refreshments

Col. Kirk Ordered to Pentagon
Col. Robert J. Kirk, PMS & T at the 

University o f Alaska has recently received 
orders assigning him to d u ty  at the Penta
gon Build ing, W ashington, D.C., w here he 
w ill be a m ember o f the A rm y Discharge 
Review Board. The Colonel plans to  leave 
sometime in Ju ly and w ill go by boat to 
Seattle, W ashington and drive  the rest o f 
the w ay in his ow n car. Accom panying him 
w ill be his w ife  and his mother.

To you Col. Kirk many thanks fo r the 
excellent manner in w hich you have car
ried out your assignment here and the very 
best o f luck to you in your new  post.

Six Shavetails
Commissions as Second Lieutenants, O r

ganized Reserve Corps w ere presented 
to the fo llo w in g  cadets at graduation exer
cises M onday, May 22.

Richard Frear—2nd Lt. Inf. Res.
Gerald C. Glazer—2nd Lt. Inf. Res.
Edward W. Lewison—2nd Lt. Inf. Res.
Leo W. O berm ille r—2nd Lt. In f Res.
Kerm it W. R ock-2nd Lt. Inf. Res.
Good Luck men and may you all end 

up as M ajor Generals!



New Geophysical Building

Alaska's firs t "earthquake-proo f" bu ild ing , 
the new Geophysical Institute at the Uni
versity o f Alaska, is nearing com pletion at 
a cost o f almost a m illion  dollars. W hen all 
scientific equipm ent is installed, the Geo
physical Institute w ill have some o f the 
finest facilities in the w o rld  fo r  studying 
the Arctic, the stratosphere and regions 
beyond. Dr. W illiam  S. W ilson is Acting 
Director o f the Institute.

(Right) Clement J. Gerber, Project Engineer 
fo r the Federal W orks Agency, has been in 
charge o f the Geophysical Institute since it 
was started in A p ril, 1949. For 25 years Mr. 
Gerber has supervised governm ent con
struction projects, am ounting to  over $100,
000,000, in 35 states and Alaska. He is ex
trem ely proud o f the Geophysical bu ild ing , 
says it is the "strongest structure in the 
Territo ry ."

(Lower) One o f the six tw o-bedroom  cot
tages b u ilt on the University campus to 
house Geophysical personnel. These homes 
w ere constructed by the Lewis Construction 
Company o f Seattle, contractor fo r the Geo
physical personnel.
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Pucksters Split 1950 Season

THE UNIVERSITY o f Alaska hockey team 
opened the ir 1 9 5 0  season against 

the U. S. A rm y Alaska team on March 5 in 
the firs t round o f the W in te r Carnival Tour
nament. Brogan, o f the A rm y, made the 
firs t po in t o f the game, unassisted, as he 
sent the puck into the University cage. 
He fo llow ed  this w ith  another goal, this 
tim e w ith  the assistance o f his rig h t w ing , 
Bernier.

The firs t period ended w ith  a score of 
2-0. In the second period Haley took the 
puck towards the A rm y goal, unassisted, 
and scored the firs t ta lly  fo r the Polar 
Bears. Brogan, Bernier (w ith  the assistance 
o f Cusniak), and Dem intof came back w ith  
three points fo r the A rm y. Polar Bears, 
Jim Canfield and Bob Sewell, teamed up to 
produce the second score o f the game fo r 
the University and the second period ended 
w ith  the score 5-2 in favor o f the A rm y. 
In the fina l period o f the battle on ice, Haley 
o f the Bears and Dyer o f the A rm y both 
spent five  m inutes in the penalty box. Bro
gan, w ith  the assistance o f Cushiak, again 
sent the puck in to  the University cage, end
ing the contest in an A rm y v ictory, 6-2.

In the ir second game the University 
p u c k s t e r s  teamed up against the Ladd 
Field Flyers. Polar Bear Haley scored one 
fo r the University in the firs t period, and 
Huber and Hoggan teamed up to score 
another. Kenny then scored one fo r the 
flyers and the period ended 2-1. In the 
second period Pennelli scored on an assist 
by Flynn, ty ing  the game at 2-2. Haley 
came back w ith  tw o  points fo r the Polar 
Bears in the fina l period, ending the game 
in a 4-2 v ictory fo r the University..

Continued on Page 40

A near miss at the College Rink.
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Coach Lud Urick Succeeds Jas. Welsch
SUCCEEDING JAMES WELSCH as Director 

o f A thletics at the University o f Alaska 
next year is M r. Lud Urick, w ho  w ill come

here from  Nome, where he has been coach 
at Nome High School the past year.

Coach Urick was graduated from  V ir
ginia Junior College in V irg in ia , M innesota. 
From there he transferred to George Wash
ington University, W ashington, D.C., w here 
in 1940 he received his Bachelor o f Science 
degree in Physical Education. A fte r serv
ing five  years in the A rm y A ir Force, Urick 
resumed his schooling at the University 
o f Wisconsin, receiving his Master o f Sci
ence degree in Education and Physical Ed
ucation in 1948.

Before taking the position at Nome High 
School, Coach Urick taught and coached 
foo tba ll, basketball and baseball at Corcor
an High School, Corcoran, California, in 
1946 - 47. In 1948 - 49 he coached and 
taught at Bloom ington High School, M inn
eapolis, Minnesota.

I F COACH URICK has anything to do w ith  
I it, the University can look fo rw ard  to 
a good sports season next year, as, under 
his direction, Nome High School managed 
to end the basketball s e a s o n  undefeated, 
despite pow erfu l com petition from  Marks 
A ir  Force Base. The team was also runnerup 
in the Anchorage Fur Rendezvous Basket
ball Tournament and w on a Sportsmanship 
Trophy.

M r. Urick is no newcomer in the fie ld  
o f athletics, as he has participated active
ly in sports fo r seventeen years, either as 
a coach or as a member o f a team. During 
his college career he received a total of 
e igh t letters in basketball, baseball, and 
football. A fte r graduation he rejected an 
oppo rtun ity  fo r a professional baseball ca
reer to become a coach and school teacher.

A fte r hours the coach is also a sports
man. He holds a private pilo t's  license and 
flies as a hobby, usually to the nearest 
hunting or fish ing grounds.

E. I. Baggen, D.D.S.

527’/2 Second Avenue 

Phone EAst 56
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The Soviets Harness 
The Arctic

Continued from Page 7

During the short arctic sum m er the Yaku- 
tian and Kamchatkha marmots have tim e to 
raise young, to m oult, to become th in , to 
recuperate, to g row  fa t, to d ig  or repair 
burrows, and to retire to a long w in te r 
sleep. These little  animals w hich remain fo r 
more than three-fourths o f the year in a 
dorm ant state, have proved themselves w e ll 
adapted to the severe conditions o f the 
arctic continental climate.

The meat and fa t o f marmots are espe
cially valuable in the fa ll in that they con
tain all the components w hich determ ine 
the biological (nutritive) m in im um  w ithou t 
which the little  animal could not remain 
alive fo r 9 months w ith o u t food. In the 
early spring, when the most active period 
o f life  begins, the marmots fo r  some tim e 
longer do not fin d  food in nature, and live 
by the expenditure o f those resources which 
remained in the organism from  the previous 
summer.

Colonies o f these little  animals in Yakutia 
have become scarce, as already in the pre
revolutionary period (1917) marmots in 
many places w ere predatorily  destroyed. 
Before the Igarka Scientific Institute o f Rural 
Education (Siberia—North o f Arctic Circle) 
stands the problem  to study, and to increase 
the num ber o f northern marmots in the 
places o f the ir indigenous habitation (Kam
chatkha, the Verkhoyansk M ounta in  Range, 
coldest spot on earth—m inim um  tem per
ature -92° F) and in some other districts, to 
which these animals have not yet come in 
their slow, natural settlement. It is neces
sary to locate suitable places fo r settlem ent 
o f marmots, and to carry out a series o f 
experiments in this direction.

The Yakutian commercial trappers, in cap
turing marmots, d ig  ou t the ir shallow  bur
rows at the end o f September or at the 
beginn ing o f October. Usually not deeper 
than 20 inches from  the surface, at the 
boundary o f perm afrost or rock, there is a 
spacious chamber in w hich as m any as 40 
animals sleep curled up. T h e y  load the
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sleepy, cold animals into carts and transport 
them many kilometers to the population 
center where, if  placed in a w arm  room the 
marmots revive, but in a cold store-room 
they continue to remain in a dorm ant state. 
The question arises: Is it not possible to 
make use o f these conditions o f the animals 
to transport them at a low  tem perature, in 
suitable packing, to great distances, and in 
the new places to settle them in a rtific ia lly - 
constructed burrow s in which the animals 
w ou ld  sleep until spring. Some trappers are 
convinced that marmots w ou ld  remain in 
the artific ia l burrow  in w hich they are 
placed and buried, if the ex it from  it w ou ld  
be oriented in the same compass direction 
as in the bu rrow  from  w hich the animals 
were taken. It is necessary to take in to con
sideration the peculiarities o f food supplies, 
presence o f m ineral salts, etc.

We have already made experiments w ith  
the acclimatization o f the marmot. In the 
year 1934, 115 A lta i marmots were trans
planted into Daghestan (Gunib Plateau), 31 
in to  Bashkiria, and some into the region o f 
O iro t Tura. The animals were transported 
at the end o f the summer w hich resulted in 
a series o f negative consequences, but in 
all the places where they w ere released 
they m aintained themselves, and in the 
Gunib they began to m u ltip ly .

This w o rk  o f studying the animal re
sources o f the North, and the reclamation o f 
them, calls fo r a great num ber o f w e ll-p re 
pared specialists. To Soviet youth are open 
w ide  possibilities in the choice o f a spe
cialty. In the year 1930, an A ll-U nion Zoo- 
technical Institute o f Fur Bearing Raw Ma
terials Economy, the only one in the USSR, 
was opened in Moscow. This Institute pre
pares biotechnicians, h u n t i n g  experts, 
animal breeders, deer breeders, and sheep 
breeders, o f the highest qualifications.

(According to the latest in form ation avail
able, much progress has been achieved by 
the Soviet Union in every phase o f the 
developm ent o f the arctic region).

POSTSCRIPT BY TRANSLATORS 
Domestication and utilization of animals al

ready adapted to a northern climate might prove 
of greater value towards the early establishment 
and maintenance of a stable, rural population in

Alaska than the present long, costly process of 
providing artificially-heated housing, adapting 
the Alaskan land to raising feeds, and shipping 
in feeds required by the common types of domes
tic animals. Progress in this direction might be 
made by individual homesteaders and settlers if 
they could obtain, and raise under domestication 
for their own use, northern-hardy animals now 
regarded only as wild game. Further experi
ments in crossing of northern-hardy species with 
less hardy domestic animals might result in the 
creation of new, northern-hardy varieties that 
could be raised and utilized in Alaska at much 
less expense than is now possible with the com
mon, non-hardy domestic animals.

Kenneth A. Murray
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Did Early Alaskans 
Live in Caves?

Continued from Page 15
speed o f 3-4 miles an hour. Most o f the w ay 
we fo llo w e d  the old w agon tra il over w hich 
supplies w ere hauled from  Nome to the 
m in ing camps around Deering and Candle. 
When w e  reached the d iv ide  w e turned 
away from  the tra il, and headed fo r  Trail 
Creek which belongs to the G oodhope River 
system.

Trail Creek is dom inated by a limestone 
form ation on its western bank. The fo rm a
tion, although not very extensive, is spec
tacular w ith  its w h ite , barren cliffs  carved 
by w ater and frost erosion in to  knifesharp 
ridges, massive towers and slender spires. 
From a distance the caves appear as black 
holes w ith  some vegetation and long talus 
slopes in fron t. In all bu t one o f the seven 
caves broken bones w ere  found on the 
floo r, but on ly one o f them , the one tested 
by Hopkins, seemed to be f i t  fo r occupation 
fo r any length o f tim e. W ithou t wasting 
any tim e, w e started the fo llo w in g  m orn ing 
to d ig  dow n through the d irt that had ac
cumulated in fro n t o f this cave. Right be low  
the sod w e  found numerous bones, most 
o f them cracked caribou bones and also a 
couple o f arrowheads o f antler sim ilar to 
those b rought in by Harry Palmer. The next 
day w e found another and a couple o f days 
later a f l in t  blade, w hich undoubted ly  be
longs to the Ip iu tak culture, an Eskimo cul
ture firs t discovered at Point Hope in 1939 
and at least 1,000 years old.

F IVE DAYS o f d igg ing  already y ielded 
proo f that the'cave had been visited by 

Eskimos 1,000 years ago. It really looked 
prom ising. The fo llo w in g  day w e began 
d igg ing  inside the mouth o f the cave. W ith 
small trowels, o f the kind the bricklayers 
use, w e carefu lly scraped the surface w atch
ing intensely every b it o f d ir t before w e  let 
go o f it. It paid to be careful because close 
to the surface, Charley found a piece o f an 
Ip iutak arrowhead, and IV2 fee t dow n, I 
found part o f a lance, or dagger, w ith  
grooves in the sides fo r f l in t  blades like 
Ip iutak daggers, bu t w ith  a d iffe re n t decor
ation. Then it was Charley's turn to fin d
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something,, this tim e a chalcedony blade 
o f a nondescript type but undoubtedly very 
old because it was covered by more than 3 
feet o f d irt, and was in ye llow  clay which 
form ed the bottom  layer o f the cave.

The fo llo w in g  day gave us the object I 
had hoped to fin d  all a long—a small slender 
f l in t  flake w ith  parallel sides—very incon
spicuous, bur to me it meant a great deal. 
S im ilar lamellar flakes had been found the 
previous year by G iddings at Cape Denbigh 
in a layer be low  and separated from  de
posits o f the earliest know n Eskimo culture 
by sterile clay and consequently much older 
than this. O f course w e  cannot be sure that 
our lamellar flake  is contemporaneous w ith  
those found by G iddings, bu t since it was 
found about 3 feet be low  the surface and 
much deeper than the Ipiutak specimens, 
w e had good reasons to believe so. Not 
very far from  the flake  and at the same 
level was another interesting specimen— 
a very slender fragm entary shaft o f dark, 
aged antler w ith  a groove fo r blades in each 
side.

A n tle r shafts w ith  side blades are char
acteristic o f the Ipiutak culture, but this 
one was qu ite  d iffe ren t. Later on w e found 
the rest o f it, so that w e  now  have a p retty 
good idea o f w hat it was used for. It is 
p robably an arrowhead, not more than 5 
inches long. It had been lashed to the 
arrowshaft, not inserted in the shaft as the 
Eskimos usually do. It is almost identical 
w ith  arrowheads found fo r instance in the 
Danish maglemose culture w hich is approxi
m ately 10,000 years old. This does not 
mean that our arrowhead is that o ld, but 
it is interesting that the use o f lamellar 
flakes is also characteristic o f the same cul
ture and that w e  can at least say that there 
is an old trad ition  behind these tw o  types.

We d id  not have the same good luck 
every day. Some days w e found only a 
single specimen and some days none at all. 
On the 1 8th o f August, when w e  had to 
stop, w e had excavated the outer 15 feet 
o f the cave and had 45 feet le ft fo r the next 
summer. The area w e  had excavated and 
the num ber o f specimens found (only 40), 
may not seem very impressing, and yet w e 
w ere satisfied w ith  the result. Excavating 
a dark cave w ith  a Coleman lamp as the
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only source o f lig h t is a s low  procedure, 
especially when you must be sure not to 
miss one o f the tin y  and very inconspicuous 
artifacts. O ur satisfaction was justified by 
the fact that w e had found evidence o f the 
cave being occupied by man through many 
centuries. W e do not know  yet how  many, 
bu t at least to a tim e preceding the era o f 
the Ip iu tak people.

W E HAVE found traces o f a culture 
w hich is unknow n in the States but 

rem iniscent o f m esolithic cultures in the 
O ld W orld . One question is still open—has 
the cave ever served as a perm anent home 
fo r p rim itive  caribou hunters, or has it on ly 
been used as a tem porary shelter?

During the last fe w  days w e w orked in 
the cave, w e noticed som ething which 
m igh t indicate perm anent occupation. In 
the outer part o f the cave w e found the 
artifacts, animal bones and a little  charcoal 
scattered in w hat seemed to be sterile s ilt 
and clay, bu t 15 fee t from  the entrance w e 
noticed three th in  layers o f black, greasy 
d irt, one above the other.

These so-called culture layers occur at 
places where people have lived fo r some 
tim e. When w e d id  not notice them fu rthe r 
out, it is p robably because people d id  not 
live in the entrance but in the more spacious 
room which is about 7 fee t fu rthe r in. If 
these culture layers increase in thickness as 
w e get closer to and in to  the room, they can 
only mean that the room has been occupied 
fo r a considerable length o f tim e. They also 
increase the chances o f f in d in g  more a rti
facts. Since the ground is perm anently 
frozen in the room, there is no lim it to  the 
kind o f artifacts that may be preserved. 
Under normal conditions orqanfc materials 
like bone, w ood, and skin deteriorate, but 
here w e have a natural icebox w here these 
things w ill keep forever. When w e return 
from  Trail Creek this fa ll w e  hope to be able 
to answer some o f the questions regarding 
the early inhabitants o f Alaska.
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A Celebrated Pioneer 
Writes His Last Story

Continued from Page 11
made the perilous crossing o f Chilkoot Pass, 
there was this contrast:

We made the trip  five  years earlier than 
most. We d id n 't have helping hands along 
the w ay to make the trip  even a b it lighter. 

•We had no maps. We had only the current 
and our eyes to gu ide us.

We had an enjoyable tr ip —at least I did. 
But none o f us was struck w ith  the idea that 
a great em pire lay sleeping in the unknown 
heart o f the Yukon Country.

I'm sure that if  the three fe llow s w ho 
w ent w ith  me in 1892 were to v is it Fair
banks and other points in the Interior they 
w o u ld n 't believe the ir eyes. They w ou ld  
say "Lawrence Olson, you 've been drink ing  
again."

Lawrence Olson, until his death, April 16, 
1950, had the distinction of being the Oldest 
Pioneer in the Fairbanks area— in terms of years 
of residence in Alaska. He came to the Territory 
in the spring of 1889.

Olson worked for the Pyramid Harbor Pack
ing Company at Chilkat, near Haines Mission, 
and spent some time in Juneau.

“Juneau wasn’t much of a camp when I first 
came to Alaska,” Lawrence Olson said. “It had 
about 500 people and only one sporting woman. 
She said her name was Esther Duffy from Olym
pia, Washington. She had pretty yellow hair. 
I saw her again in a dance hall in Nome in 1900.”

Lawrence Olson crossed Chilkoot Pass in 
April of 1892. This was five years before the 
start of the mass stampede over the Pass for gold 
in the Yukon Valley. Olson’s story of this cross
ing is the subject of this article.

After crossing the Pass, Olson went down the 
Yukon as far as Fort Selkirk. He returned to 
Chilkat in October of the same year, and re
mained there until the famous gold rush in 1897. 
Then he again crossed the Pass.

Olson stampeded to Nome in 1900, but re
turned to Dawson almost at once because he had 
a lay on Eldorado and wanted to take care of 
the clean-up.

He came to Fairbanks in 1904, prospected in 
the Iditarod country in 1910, and returned to 
Fairbanks in 1911. He lived in and around Fair
banks since that time.

Lawrence Olson was born in Sweden August 
19, 1867. He was 82 at the time of his death. He 
lived at 1402 2nd Avenue, and was an active 
member of the Pioneers of Alaska, Igloo No. 4.
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Dr. Larsen Honored
Continued from Page 15

and in the Deering and North side o f the 
Seward Peninsula. He w ill return to Copen
hagen in September.

In addition to having published three 
volumes on his extended research in the 
Arctic, Dr. Larsen has w ritten  a large num
ber o f scientific articles on the archaeology 
and anthropology o f the cold northern 
areas. He is a m ember o f six professional 
societies.
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This past year Dr. Larsen has been a 
v is iting professor at the University and has 
been much in demand as a lecturer. For 
his outstanding achievements in the fie ld  
o f the Eskimo, past and present, the Board 
of Regents conferred on Helge Larsen the 
Honorary degree o f Doctor o f Science at the 
Commencement exercises in May.

He Works, He Works!
Continued from Page 12

the services o f Professor Duckering, this 
tim e to head the Department o f C ivil En
gineering and Mathematics. This tim e 
Duckering decided to come north. He ar
rived at College in the late summer o f
1932, and Mrs. Duckering jo ined him in
1933.

A t that tim e the Alaska Agricu ltu ra l Col- 
Tege and School o f M ines was still a very

BY GOSH, WE MADE IT!
Two popular young ladies of the 1950 graduating 
class are singled out for a salute by the Collegian. 
Ruby Green and Milana Beconovich put themselves 
through school graduating with Bachelor of Science 
degrees majoring in Home Economics. Ruby Green 
will be Home Ec. teacher at Wrangell and Milana 
is giving college another whirl taking Russian, 
German and shorthand.

Eyes Examined Glasses Fitted

M ary Garrett McLean, O.D.
REGISTERED OPTOMETRIST

210 Lavery Bldg. — Phone: EAst 497
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA
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young institu tion. O nly 52 degrees had 
been given. C ivil Engineering and M in ing 
were the popular majors.

"Since 1932 w e have seen many changes 
on the cam pus," Duckering remarked. 
"N e w  build ings have been erected. The 
facu lty has been brought to a high aca
demic standing. The University has been 
fu lly  accredited. But most im portant, sev
eral thousand young men and wom en w ho 
have been students at the University are 
now  useful citizens th roughout the United 
States, Alaska and—the w o rld ."

Duckering's contribution to the g row th  
and character o f the University have been 
synonymous w ith  his 18 years o f service on 
the teaching staff. In 1935 he was made 
Dean o f the Faculty, and nine years later 
his leadership was rewarded when he was 
designated as Dean o f the University. In 
1949 W illiam  Elmhirst Duckering was sig
nally honored by the Board o f Regents 
which bestowed upon him the honorary 
degree o f Doctor o f Engineering.

DR. DUCKERING'S influence has been far 
w id e r than most persons realize. His 

teaching methods and personal inspiration 
are responsible f.or a large num ber o f ca
reers in Engineering, as w e ll as more than 
a score o f to p -flig h t teachers. Four profes
sors at the University o f Alaska are Ducker
ing products, and all fo u r are heads o f de
partments.

In addition to w earing the scholastic hon
ors o f Phi Beta Kappa and Tau Beta Pi, Dr. 
Duckering is listed in six directories includ
ing Who's W ho in Engineering, W ho's W ho 
in Education, and Men o f Science. He is a 
mem ber o f eleven professional societies, 
and has been a frequent con tributor to en
gineering publications.

"The challenge o f the University o f Alas
ka is the challenge o f the fro n tie r,"  Dr. 
Duckering remarked. "W e have pulled our
selves up by our bootstraps, and the tim e 
is not fa r d istant w hen the citizens o f Alaska 
w ill see a fine , modern structure on College 
Hill.

"To some it m igh t seem that 1 8 years on 
any one facu lty  is a long tim e. But in the 
life  span o f a university, that is but a b rie f 
mom ent in its existence," Dean Duckering 
philosophized.

"The joy in teaching Engineering comes 
from  the fact that you are constantly bu ild 
ing ," he w en t on. "Association w ith  stu
dents learning the ir profession is a bu ild ing  
process. It keeps you young. Helping to 
shape a university o f the fu tu re  is a rare 
p riv ilege  and an experience enjoyed only 
by a few .

SKI CHAMPS

Representing the University o f Alaska 
at the Southeastern A l a s k a  Spring Ski 
Tournament at Juneau w ere Sheila Mac- 
Spadden and Lila Thorsen. They made a 
fine  show ing fo r the college, Lila taking 
firs t in the slalom and th ird  in the dow n
hill and combined. Bonnie Randall o f Ju
neau stepped out to take firs t in the dow n
h ill, th ird  in the slalom and second in the 
combined.

A t the Interior Alaska Spring Ski Tourna
m ent the college girls competed w ith  one 
another. In the dow nh ill races Lila Thorsen 
took firs t; Sheila MacSpadden, second; and 
Liz M itchell, th ird . MacSpadden took tw o  
firsts, one in the slalom, one in the com
bined, w ith  M itchell running second and 
Lila, th ird .
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Pucksters Split 1950 Season
Continued from Page 30

The Polar Bears m et the A ir  Depot 
team from  Anchorage in the th ird  game fo r 
the University in the Carnival Tournament. 
Desserres o f the A rm y opened the scor
ing early in the firs t period. Noland, playing 
center fo r the A ir  Force, scored w ith  an 
assist o f his righ t w in g , Robbins. H a l e y  
was again the scoring threat o f the Bears, 
when he goaled unassisted in the firs t 
period. In the second stanza Robbins scor
ed tw ice  fo r the A ir Depot, and Cote, assist
ed by McLean, b rought the A rm y ta lly  up 
to five  goals. Each team scored once in 
the fina l period, Hoggan scoring fo r the 
University and Noland ta lly ing  one fo r the 
A ir  Force. The game ended in an A rm y 
victory w ith  a score o f 6-2. This loss fo r 
the University elim inated them from  the 
tournam ent.

IN THEIR last tw o  games o f the season 
the University m et defeat at the hands 

o f the Eagles. W ork ing  w ith  almost 
c lock-like precision, the Eagles outskated 
and outscored the Polar Bears in both 
games, w inn ing  by a m argin o f 6-4 and 
11-4. In the firs t game Haley go t tw o  goals 
w ith  one assist, and Bruck and Gibbs each 
scored one fo r the Bears. Jacobs and Ras
mussen each ta llied tw o  fo r the Eagles, 
w ith  Ken Smith and M ark Ringstad each 
scoring one. In the second game Haley 
scored once w ith  one assist, and Hoggan, 
Sewell and Gibbs each ta llied once fo r the 
University. Jim Rowledge scored five  
times, Ringstad tw ice, and Jacobs, Kara- 
w itz , Smith and Ray each scored once fo r 
the Eagles. This ended the University sea
son, one w in  and fo u r losses.

Plans are now  underw ay fo r  the activa
tion o f another city team. If another club 
can be organized, a six-team league w ill 
be played next year. Mr. Ken Smith, Pres
ident o f the Eagles Hockey Club, and Ed 
Ray, are alreadv w ork ing  w ith  University 
players in making out next year's schedule. 
It w il l consist o f tw o  round robins, the w in 
ner o f each to play in a three-out-o f-five ser
ies to determ ine the Fairbanks team fo r the 
All-A laskan finals.
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