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Alaskland red clover ready to go into the winter—Note clover
bout same height as the 10-inch grain stubble.
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INTRODUCTION

Since farming in Alaska first began and especi-
ally since dainy farming became the primary agri-
cultural industry, there has existed a need for
hardy legumes which would survive Alaska win-
ters and produce satisfactory yields of high quality
forage. To meet this need hundreds of legume
species and strains have been introduced during
the past 40 or more years. Almost all have lacked
the necessary hardiness or have not been satis-
factory agronomically. The release of Alaskland
red clover in the spring of 1953 is the first time
a hardy legume has been made available to
growers in Alaska.

HISTORY

Many introductions of red clover have been
made since the establishment of the first experi-
ment stations in Alaska. Most of these have
failed because they lacked sufficient hardiness. In
the spring of 1929 the Division of Forage Crops
and Diseases, Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils, and
Agricultural Engineering, U. S. Department of
Agriculture sent seed of 3 red clover strains to
the Agricultural E: i Station, Fairbank
Alaska. They were mammoth (single cut’) types
and their identification numbers and places of
origin were as follows:

F. C. 15,757 Biisk, Siberia Lat. 53N

F. C. 15,979 Bashkir Republic, Russia Lat. 55N

F. C. 15,980 South Osinsk region, Kun-

gursk District Lat. 57N

These 3 introductions were planted on a south
slope at Fairbanks. They survived the winter in
excellent condition and made a vigorous growth
the second year. Accurate records were not main-
tained in succeeding years, and it is not definitely
known what disposition was made of these strains.
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* Mammoth or single cut red clover strains are those which
produce only 1 cutting a year while medium or double cut
Ted clover normally produces 2 cuttings a vear.















