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Introduction

In 1981 a survey was conducted to determine the kinds and amounts of
pesticides used in the production of potatoes and small grains in Alaska as
well as the manner in which they were used. Alaska has been asked by the
United States Department of Agriculture to cooperate with the other states
in a pesticide impact assessment program designed to aid the Environmental
Protection Agency in predicting the consequences of its actions. This study
was initaited to determine the importance of pesticides to the production of
these crops.

Data were collected in July 1981 through personal interviews with grow-
ers. Nine potato growers from the Matanuska Valley and the Kenai Peninsula
were contacted which represented 289 acres or 49 per cent of the 1981
potato acreage. Twenty-five grain growers from Delta Junction, the Mat-
anuska Valley, and the Kenai Peninsula were interviewed. The percentages of
surveyed acreage for each area follow closely production statistics for the
year. These produced 3941 acres of barley, 1917 of oats, and 45 of wheat.
All barley was grown for either feed grain or seed except for 50 acres which
were grown for hay. Of the 16,500 acres of barley planted in the state,
only 6,500 were harvested for grain. This survey represents 24 per cent of
the acreage planted to barley. Six thousand acres of oats were planted. Of
these, 500 were harvested for grain. Surveyed growers reported 689 acres
were being grown for grain or seed or 11 per cent of the planted acreage.
The remaining 682 acres were grown for hay or silage. Growers also reported
the production of wheat on 45 acres. Acreages for oat hay or silage pro-
duction for the state are not available.

For each crop, growers were asked to supply the following information:
1) number of acres planted to that crop,

2) names of pesticides used on that crop,

3) number of acres treated with each material,

4) formulation of the material used,

5) application rate used,

6) number of applications made during the season,





































