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not as simple as might appear at first sight. For
one of the chief causes of it is the unpreparedness
of the defense forces, if the army and the air
force are in no position to go to war. they are
equally in no position to resist any really serious
German push. All that 1 can do is to accumulate as
much influence as I can with the public men who
are against war, to play for time and hope that
something would break down everything before
it. it looks to me as if at present the Germans
are playing the game of appearing to be Spain's

greatest friends and of doing everything that they
can to encourage fraternizing at the frontier. They
may go on with this game for some time longer
in order to have a friendly rather than a stubborn
Spain when they make their ultimatum in the
fu tu re . ' ^

Pressure on Spain continued to build as the war in the
Mediterranean grew. Not only did Italy need assistance against the
British in the Mediterranean, but with the arrival of the German
Africa korps in the winter of 1941, the Germans now wanted Spain
to enter the war. The British base of Gibraltar was strategically
located in the western Mediterranean. Capturing it would be vital to
Axis victory, a fact that was known to both Spain and Germany.2o
By late 1940 heavy guns from Germany were emplaced on the hills
outside Gibraltar commanding the straits.2'

Franco's hesitation to enter the war was not entirely unjustified.
The economy was in shambles, food was scarce, and Republican
resistors were still hiding out in the countryside.22 a group of
German officers, sent to scout the possible invasion route of
Gibraltar in December of 1940 were shocked by the poverty in
Spain. As Charles B. Burdick notes.
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