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MILK' SALES IN ALASKA'S SCHOOLS

3%  RESPONSE 70 +FPRICE REDUCTION: AND +AVAILABILITY AT OTHER THAN LUNCH-TIMEx

H. P. Gazaway and Charles Mar:h

SUMMARY When offered more than once daily and at five cents a half-pint,
Palméérschool children consumed fresh milk at the rate of 1.1 half-pints pef
déy, aﬁ increase of 138 percent over normal. Seward school children custom—
arily eating Junch at school consumgd 1.5 half-pints per day.

Sixty Alaskan schools--comprising 90 percent of the Territory's school
énrollmént--can be supplied with fresh ﬁilk, The market potential existiﬁg
in these 5chools.is estimated at 5,000,000 half-pints (2,500,000 pounds or

300,000 galloas) anmially. This is 8 to 10 times the amount now consumed in

Alaskan schools.

‘ Increased consumption of fresh milk in Alaska's schools means stepping

~up imports from surplus producing Stateside milksheds. Alaska's dairy industry

! now supplies less than two-thirds of the Territory's fresh fluid milk.

Fresh millconsunption in the Territory of Alaska is lower than in any of
the States.. This is dve to the high cost of milk and the problem of supplying
milk. ©a the other hand, their climatic environment makes it important for
Alaskans, particularly in the younger age groups, to drink fresh milk. The
climate-—especially the long, cold winter months with few hours of sunshine--re-
ouires greater consumption of nutritious foods.

- Adequate diets are difficult and costly to maintain. The major reason is
the high cost of transporting perishable items such as fresh milk. During winter
children should have exceptionally stable diets. But the winter months also wit-
ness low supplies of fresh fruits and vegetables and therefore higher prices for
these important foocds.

Beczuse ‘of the cost, many Alaskan children have never tasted fresh milk.
Only 23 of approximately 130 public schools in Alaska served school lunches in
1955-56. Of the 23 schools serving lunches, only 15 were serving milk. The
28,100 children in Alaska's public schools are estimated to have received less



























