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Professor Sparrow accepts
associate dean appointment
PROFESSOR STEPHEN SPARROW IS THE NEW ASSOCIATE DEAN of 
the School of Natural Resources and Agricultural Sciences 
(SNRAS) His appointment to the position, which is a 
new one, was announced by Dean Carol E. Lewis in early 
September. Sparrow will continue teaching and research as 
professor of agronomy on a half-time basis. He holds a Ph.D. 
from the University of Minnesota and has been a member of 
the UAF faculty since 1981. Professor Allen Mitchell is the 
associate director of the Agricultural and Forestry Experiment 
Station (AFES).

As the associate dean, Sparrow will work on academic 
program reviews, the school’s strategic plan, recruitment and 
marketing, and expansion of the school’s degree program in 
southcentral Alaska. He also will act on behalf of Dean Lewis 
at national and interna-
tional meetings and state 
and university functions 
as needed.

New SNRAS depart-
ment heads were elected 
by the faculty last spring. 
Milan Shipka, professor 
of animal science, heads 
the Plant, Animal, and 
Soil Sciences Department. 
John Yarie is head of the 
Forest Sciences. He is also 
serving as interim head of 
Resources Management 
until spring, when Joshua 
Greenberg will fi ll the 
position. Dean Lewis is 
acting head of the 
Geography Department. 
After election by depart-
ment faculty, department 
heads serve two years in 
the administrative post.
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Welcome Back!

A picnic to welcome new and returning students was held 
by SNRAS faculty and staff in Fairbanks in September. The 
students above are watching the action as children attempt to 
break into an Alaska piñata. Along with a potluck, the event 
featured grilled reindeer sausage and a chili contest. About 100 
people attended the event. Overall, opening enrollment this fall 
is up more than 7 percent on the Fairbanks and Tanana Valley 
campuses, resulting in one of the highest opening enrollments 
in the university’s history. Early predictions indicate that by the 
end of this semester, overall enrollment at UAF and its rural 
campuses will top the record 1994 closing enrollment of 9,416 
students.

Evan Kane awarded fellowship
EVAN KANE, A GRADUATE STUDENT IN FOREST ECOLOGY, has re-
ceived a two-year, $65,000 fellowship through the Subsurface 
Science Research Institute (SSRI), an educational program of 
the Inland Northwest Research Alliance (INRA). He was one 
of eight doctoral-level students who receive the fellowship in 
the program’s second year of operation. 

 Subsurface science, the study of processes occurring in the 
uppermost part of the earth’s crust, is a fi eld with opportunities 
for graduate research and education across a broad spectrum 
of disciplines. Kane is working in the forest soils area, look-
ing at mechanisms of soil carbon stabilization as they relate to 
aboveground productivity and temperature. He came to UAF 
in 2002, after earning a master’s degree in forestry at Michigan 
Technological University.

INRA is a nonprofi t scientifi c and educational coalition 
of eight universities: UAF, Boise State, Idaho State, Montana 
State, Utah State, and Washington State universities and the 
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JOHN FOX

continued on page 3

Steve Sparrow at the Delta Junction 
Field Research Site, where he is con-
ducting no-till experiments.

—AFES PHOTO BY DARLEEN MASIAK
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Contact us for information on subscriptions to our science magazine, Agroborealis, or to receive our other publications. 

Checking it out before freezeup
AUTUMN OFFERS FALL SEMESTER STUDENTS a brief and relatively 
balmy time for some of their outdoor lessons. In September 
those in NRM 370, Watershed Management, visited Spinach 
Creek, a small stream northwest of campus, for a lesson in 
stream gauging, the measurement of water flow. They also vis-
ited Cache and Fortune creeks and Harding Lake.

Taught by professor John Fox, Watershed Management 
is a lecture and lab course that aims to impart understanding 
of the way terrestrial and aquatic systems are linked; a work-
ing knowledge of hydrology; the ability to interpret land-use 
activities in terms of hydrologic processes; and an appreciation 
of the multidisciplinary nature of watershed management, in 
which the roles of people, science and technology, economics, 
politics, and law must be considered.

Because a stream cannot be understood separately from the 
land that nourishes it, watershed management, as opposed to 
water management, requires consideration of all the area’s re-
sources. Watersheds are managed to maintain, promote, or re-
store desirable water quantity, quality, and timing. The course 
is a requirement for the forestry and resources options of the 
B.S. degree in Natural Resources Management.

From the top left: John Fox introduces students to the concept of sampling 
the stream cross-section. At Spinach Creek, Fox demonstrates the measure-
ment of stream flow. Directly above, students Jacquie Goss, Matt Neville, 
Carrie Brown and Cassidee Hall take notes during the Spinach Creek 
field trip. — SNRAS PHOTOS BY BARBARA PIERSON.

Moving 
water—

Staff changes
IN THE SNRAS/CES BUSINESS OFFICE, payroll technician 
Margo Kramer replaced Susan Phillips, who now works the 
Provost Office. Kramer transferred from a payroll position at 
UAF Human Resources.

Also in the business office is Hillary Huffman, who replaced 
Emily Drygas as recruitment technician. Huffman formerly 
worked in recruitment for the British Ministry of Defense. 

Norma Pfeiffer is the new half-time administrative assis-
tant in the O’Neill Building office. Norma, who has a BA in 
linguistics, also teaches knitting at a studio in her home.

Rob Aikman has replaced research technician Carrie 
Bucki and is in charge of the reindeer research herd. He came 
to the program from the Institute of Arctic Biology.

Rose Meier is the new research professional working for 
professor of horticulture Pat Holloway. Rose formerly worked 
at the UA Museum.

SNRAS graduate Val Barber has been hired as a research 
professional in forest sciences, where she continues to work for 
Glenn Juday.

Mark Olson is a new research technician working for 
Scott Rupp in forest sciences. Olson is a UAF graduate student 
in the statistics department who holds a bachelor’s degree from 
Montana State. Research technician Sharon Stevens also is as-
sisting Scott Rupp. She is responsible for analysis and archiving 
of more than four thousand tree-ring samples for a three-year 
project funded by the joint fire sciences program.

Three research aides have been working for SNRAS/AFES 
programs on a temporary basis. Anke Hirth is working for 
Milan Shipka at the Fairbanks Experiment Farm. Randy 
Fulweber and Joseph MacDonald have been working for 
Greg Finstad in the Reindeer Research Program.
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New AFES publications
THE AFES PUBLICATIONS OFFICE HAS SEVERAL NEW ITEMS avail-
able on line or in print. Published in the last two months 
are: the 2002 Annual Report; Research Progress Report 40, 
Performance of Turfgrass on Golf Courses in Southcentral Alaska; 
Circular 123, Head Lettuce Variety Performance, Matanuska 
Valley Alaska, 2000 and 2001; and Bulletin 110, No-till Forage 
Establishment in Alaska.

The annual report was published separately from 
Agroborealis this year. It features synopses of current research 
projects at AFES and SNRAS. The research summaries cover 
geographical information, high-latitude agriculture, high-
latitude soils, ecosystems management, and natural resources 
management.

The head lettuce variety trials, reported by Roseann Leiner, 
identify high-performing and problematic cultivars for Alaska. 
The turfgrass report, authored by Allen Mitchell and others, 
is of interest to northerners interested in using turfgrass for 
ground cover. The no-till experiments, conducted at six loca-
tions and led by Steve Sparrow, identify problems with no-till 
methods of establishing forage crops in Alaska and raises ques-
tions for future research.

universities of Idaho and Montana. The coalition was created 
to promote new opportunities for research and education in a 
variety of technical disciplines.

Unique in the United States, the subsurface research insti-
tute was developed jointly by INRA and the U.S. Department 
of Energy’s Idaho National Engineering and Environmental 
Laboratory (INEEL). The multipurpose national laboratory 
works on solutions to technical problems related to the world’s 
environmental, energy, and security challenges. The work of 
the subsurface research institute involves complex, interdisci-
plinary research, some of which is focused on such problems as 
cleanup of soil and groundwater contaminants and the long-
term underground storage of nuclear waste.

INRA brings to the educational facilities of all eight 
member schools a single point of contact, and every graduate 
student or organization that chooses one INRA university may 
take advantage of the resources of all eight. Organizations and 
businesses can access the combined research and design tools 

Forest Sports Fest 2003
FOREST DAY! THE SIXTH ANNUAL FARTHEST NORTH FOREST 
Sports Festival was held on September 27 at the Fairbanks 
Experiment Farm and Ballaine Lake. The event, which is 
sponsored by the student Resource Management Society, is 
open to all. It featured women’s and men’s competitions in axe 
throwing, birling, log rolling, fire building, and sawing with 
bow saw and double buck saw. Winning the championship 
with 60 points was the team from the Alaska DNR Division 
of Forestry. The student team “GHASSS” came in second with 
26 points. In the evening, the Alaska Boreal Forest Council 
held its annual “Carhartt & Flannel Ball” at the Chena River 
Convention Center. Along with prizes for best dressed, the eve-
ning included appetizers, music, dancing, a raffle, and silent 
auctions to benefit the Alaska Boreal Forest Council. For more 
pictures on line visit the Forest Sciences page at www.uaf.edu/
snras.

Fellowship, continued from page 1:

of INRA, and any graduate student in the Northwest, or for 
that matter, anywhere in the world, can access the educational 
resources of any or all of the member schools.

Fellowship participants take a core course in subsurface 
science that was developed through collaboration of faculty 
in all eight schools. In some disciplines, if a graduate student 
enrolls in an INRA member school and finds courses of inter-
est at another, the student can access those courses without 
enrolling in that other institution. Students at one school take 
online courses or attend lectures and seminars at the others. 
The students gather face-to-face at symposia and on field 
trips. In September Kane attended an informational meet-
ing in Montana, and he has just returned from Utah, where 
he attended the Subsurface Science Symposium. Two other 
UAF graduate students, Jennifer Benning and Neil D’Cunha, 
received the award this year. The INRA university program co-
ordinator at UAF is professor David Barnes. David Valentine 
of the Forest Sciences department is Kane’s major professor.

SNRAS Advisory Board member Chris Maisch (in drysuit)  and 
professor Peter Fix (in shorts) try out their footwork on the birling 
log. — PHOTO BY DAVID VERBYLA
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When students, faculty, staff and their 
families got together for their fall picnic, 
Jeff Werner supplied the kids’ entertain-
ment, a cardboard and duct tape piñata, 
which was dislodged from the tree long 
before the candy was accessed. At left, 
an unidentified youth takes aim. The 
short guy in the middle photo is Zachery 
Greenberg, who was a young but enthu-
siastic participant. Once the duct tape 
was breached, the kids scrambled for the 
treats it contained. —AFES PHOTOS BY 
DOREEN FITZGERALD.

Piñata Alaska style

Notes
JUSTIN EPTING, an M.S. Candidate in 
Natural Resources Management de-
fended his thesis in early September. He 
has taken a job with the government of 
Thailand, where he will be setting up 
databases and providing GIS training. 
His thesis topic was “Remote sensing of 
burn severity and post-fire succession in 
interior Alaska.”

A REMINDER FROM CARLA BROWNING, UAF 
Public Information Officer: Submit your 
news and story ideas, sign up to receive 
electronic news releases, and browse the 
latest UAF headlines at the UAF online 
newsroom at http://www.uaf.edu/news/.

APPARENT VANDALISM RESULTED in the 
September escape of Joe Reindeer from 
his pen at the Fairbanks Experiment 

Farm, where the Reindeer Research 
Program herd is housed. Joe’s “walk-
about” in the woods and fields north 
of campus and attempts to recapture 
him generated a lot of publicity in the 
Fairbanks news media. Although Joe’s 
roaming sparked a certain amount of 
humor, it was actually of great con-
cern. He was, when roaming fee, quite 
endangered by cars, guns, and other 
things about which he hasn’t a clue. 
Joe was eventually recaptured not too 
far from the university after tips were 
received from local residents as to his 
whereabouts.

EIGHT PEOPLE RECEIVED the 2003 
SNRAS/AFES Staff Recognition Award 
for exemplary service to the experi-
ment station and school. Dean Lewis 

presented the cash awards, which were 
allocated based on nominations from 
co-workers, faculty, and other staff. The 
recipients were Tobi Campanella, Deb 
Segla, Allison Fields, darleen masiak, 
Steve Peterson, Grant Matheke, Mary 
Ann Peters, and Rhonda Wadeson. 
Congratulations and thanks!
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