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Right: Cary DeWit with his emergency 
toilet paper roll, a gift at the white el-
ephant gift exchange held during the 
SNRAS offi ce Christmas party on the 
Fairbanks campus. Cary took numerous pho-
tographs, including the one on page 4. See Notes.

—AFES staff photo

Reindeer Research 
Program creates 
scholarships
TWO NEW UNDERGRADUATE scholarships 
for Natural Resource Management 
students have been sponsored by the 
SNRAS Reindeer Research Program. 
The purpose of the awards is to support 
full-time students who are currently en-
rolled, or will be enrolling in the NRM 
degree program at UAF for fall 2004. To 
qualify, applicants should demonstrate 
motivation, academic potential, and 
leadership potential; be in good academ-
ic standing; be formally admitted to the 
NRM degree program at UAF, and be 
enrolled as a full-time student during the 
semester for which the award is made. 
The scholarship is expected to be offered 
for future semesters as funding allows.

The application deadline for the 
fall 2004 semester is March 1, 2004. 
Applicants are required to complete and 
submit a two-page form, along with a 
two-page essay on the development and 
management of Alaska’s natural resourc-
es, letters of recommendation from two 
references, and unoffi cial copies of the 
student’s academic transcript(s).

Applications for the scholarships are 
available from SNRAS, UAF Financial Aid 
or the Development offi ce. Completed 
applications should be submitted to 
the UAF Reindeer Research Program, 
P.O. Box 757200, University of Alaska 
Fairbanks, Fairbanks, AK 99775 (Room 
176 Arctic Health Building). 

General questions about this scholar-
ship can be addressed to Rhonda Wade-
son, program coordinator, Reindeer 
Research Program at (907) 474-5449 
or by e-mail at fnrdw@uaf.edu. Scholar-
ship recipients will be notifi ed by mail or 
e-mail.

Gift funds children’s project at garden
A GENEROUS GIFT from Dr. Walter Babula and his wife, Marita Babula, has made pos-
sible the creation of a children’s garden as an extension of the Georgeson Botanical 
Garden on the Fairbanks campus. The Babula Children’s Garden project is now 
underway, with drawings and construction specifi cations for 2004 projects due for 
completion in April of this year. People with construction and design experience 
are needed for the 2004 projects, which will be put out for bid and scheduled for 
construction between April and June. Bids will be awarded in June. This phase of 
garden development includes the gateway, grotto, outhouse, and, to be completed by 
in-house staff, the stream and Alaska Pioneer Garden. Volunteers familiar with site 
preparation are needed for the in-house projects. During the 2005 phase, the hedge 
maze and junior gardens will be completed in-house, with work on the tree house 
complex, secret garden, and soil boxes put out for bid. In the map shown on page 2, 
the garden features are numbered as follows.

New members enhance advisory board

Continued on the next page

THE SNRAS ADVISORY BOARD has two 
new members, Cyndie Warbelow-Tack 
of Fairbanks and Michael Woods of 
Anchorage. Their appointment to the 
board was approved by UAF Chancellor 
Marshall Lind last fall. Warbelow-Tack 
has agreed to serve a one-year term 
(through December 2004), replacing 
Paul Dinkins. She owns and operates The 
Plant Kingdom Greenhouse and Nursery 

at 620 Fideler Road in Fairbanks. Her 
previous experience includes operating a 
truck farm on Chena Hot Springs Road 
as well as being co-owner and operator 
of Tack’s General Store, the Greenhouse 
Café, and the associated commercial 
greenhouses from 1980 to 2000. Her ed-
ucational background is in biology and 
zoology. She is particularly interested in 
issues related to horticulture.

Cyndie Warbelow-Tack, new 
SNRAS advisory board mem-
ber, in her greenhouse.

—photo courtesy The Plant 
Kingdom Greenhouse and Nursery

Continued on page 4
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The gateway (1) will proclaim that if you 
enter, it will be interesting and fun. It will have 
elements of ironwork and wood. The Alaska pioneer 
garden (2) will have a child-sized log cabin and will 
be surrounded by plants used by the Alaska Natives 
and first settlers of the Interior, such as lingonber-
ries and blueberries. The sand, soil, and 

even holes large enough for little people 
to crawl through. The entry will be hid-
den from direct view by Saskatoon shrubs 
and pin cherry trees. Stone seats may be 
concrete benches shaped like animals or 
flowers. The wall, made of brick or natu-
ral looking stone, will be sturdy enough 
for children to climb on. The plants 
around the garden will be designed to 
hide, overhang, and in general create the 
feeling of a special hidden place to be dis-
covered anew by each child. The entrance 
to this space will be near the grotto (6). 

A hidden bench built into the side of the 
hill, the grotto is expected to appeal to 
adults and children alike. There will be a 
fountain for very small children to safely 
splash in and an inviting bench for par-
ents to take a break. Off to the side will 
be the entrance to the secret garden.

The willow tunnel (7) will start 
seven feet high and gradually get shorter 
until only four feet high at the end. As 
the willow grows, it will be pruned to 
completely cover the tunnel. The stream 
(8) is a rock lined area with deeper points 
where kids can make dams and play with 
concepts that affect water flow. There 
will be a flume with instruments to 
measure volume and rate of flow. The 
water feature will start as a spring near 
the pioneer garden and end in a boggy 
area below the second bridge. 

The tree house complex (9) is an area 
with a handicap-accessible tree house. It 
will be a useful site for observing birds, 
insects, types of bark, and tree seeds. The 
complex is expected to be built using 
Alaska spruce poles and native woods as 
much as possible. Birch and aspen will be 
planted in the area, as well as fast grow-
ing ornamentals.

Placement of (10), the outhouse 
(composting toilets will be considered) is 
under study, as is space for a classroom to 
teach children’s garden classes.

The hedge maze (11) will be planted 
using Caragana shrubs (Siberian pea) 
that will be kept trimmed. It will be lo-
cated to the east and shaped to resemble 
a stylized rose, as seen in Athabascan 
beadwork. The shrubs were planted from 
seed this month by elementary school 
students. The weather garden (12) will 
contain instruments to measure weather 
conditions and record data. The junior 
gardens (13) will contain garden beds 
and raised planters for children to learn 
about gardening by doing.

For more information contact Jan 
Hanscom or George Wilson at the 
Georgeson Botanical Garden: PO Box 
757200, Fairbanks, AK 99775; phone: 
474-6921; or e-mail: fnjth1@uaf.edu.

peat boxes (3) will be filled with various 
growing media or soil types. Visitors will 
be able to explore soil texture and other 
properties. Cast into the bottom of the 
boxes will be bones, so that young visitors 
can practice their archeological skills.

The ground maze (4) will be made 
of brick pavers with tiles that tell a story. 
Stone carvings representing characters 
from the story will be placed at various 
points in the maze. The secret garden (5), 
based on the book of the same name, will 
include a stone wall with peek holes, and 

Denali Elementary pupils plant shrub seeds for 
GBG maze.

—Photo by Doreen Fitzgerald
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Women in 
Agriculture Award
Palmer woman 
recognized

JEANNE HAVEMEISTER OF PALMER received 
the 2003 Alaska Woman in Agriculture 
Award November 14, during the an-
nual Alaska Agricultural Symposium in 
Anchorage. Havemeister, who with her 
husband, Bob, runs one of the state’s top 
producing dairy herds, has been active 
in farming in Alaska since 1961. In that 
year, she came to Alaska from Wisconsin 
to visit her missionary parents, met and 
married Bob Havemeister, and joined 
him on his family’s farm near Palmer.

The award, which recognizes 
women’s outstanding contributions to 
agriculture, is presented annually by the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks School 
of Natural Resources and Agricultural 
Sciences and the Agricultural and 
Forestry Experiment Station.

“Jeanne, who’s been a diligent 
farmer over the years, still spends time 
on the tractor and in the milk barn,” said 
Milan Shipka, professor of animal sci-
ence and extension livestock specialist at 
UAF. “She has long interacted with the 
Agricultural and Forestry Experiment 
Station, Cooperative Extension Service, 
and university faculty to understand and 
implement the best current agriculture 
and animal husbandry practices to de-
velop the farm and dairy herd.”

Jeanne Havemeister
—Photo by Victoria Naegele

Bob’s parents, Arnold and Emmy 
Havemeister, arrived in the Mat-Su 
Valley in May, 1935, one of 200 colony 
families selected by the federal govern-
ment to settle and farm there during 
the Depression. Today, the farm covers 
over 200 acres owned and leased, and 
the Havemeisters milk about half of 
their 150 or so cows. Each one produces 
about 22,000 pounds of milk a year, for 
a total annual production of 2.2 million 
pounds. Production and herd data are 
tracked by computer. They artificially 
inseminate their cows and have raised all 
of their herd on the farm.

“Jeanne reminds me very much of 
my aunts in central Wisconsin who were 
the mainstay of the dairy farms run by 
my dad’s brothers and sisters,” said Carol 
Lewis, dean of the school and director 
of the experiment station. “She also 
reminds me of my cousins’ wives who 
continued the tradition—women who 
are incredible farmers, managers, care-
takers, and ladies.”

Havemeister has also contributed 
her time and effort to schools, youth 
activities, and her church; has served as a 
committee member for the Farm Service 
Agency; and is a member of the borough 
election board. The Havemeisters were 
twice named Alaska’s farm family of the 
year, in 1973 and 2002.

Amazing Mazes
Planting for the Babula 
Children’s Garden

DURING 28 SESSIONS with fifth and sixth 
graders at Fairbanks schools, students 
planted Caragana shrub seeds (Caragana 
arborescens or Siberian Pea Shrub), and 
are tending the seedlings. The shrubs will 
be used to construct a hedge maze for 
the new Babula Children’s Garden. This 
entertaining and educational space will 
be adjacent to the Georgeson Botanical 
Garden, which is at the AFES Fairbanks 
Experiment Farm. The sessions were 
held at Arctic Light, Barnette, Denali, 
Joy, and Pearl Creek elementary schools.

Along with seed planting, elemen-
tary students also learned about mazes. 
In the photo below right, at Denali 
Elementary, they are walking a unicursal 
maze (without branches) like 
the one shown above. It was 
created with tape on canvas. 
The students also learned 
about the mathematical prop-
erties of mazes. Leading the 
sessions were lab assistant Jan 
Hanscom and AFES farm and 
lab assistant Grant Matheke. 
Assisting them were volun-
teers Susan Lightbody and 
Rose Meier. Volunteer Barbara 
Rhondine led the discussion of 
mazes and math.

—Photo by Doreen Fitzgerald
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Notes
Holiday Celebration—Faculty and 
staff celebrated the holiday season in 
Fairbanks with a potluck lunch and 
white elephant auction, during which a 
tin of cookies, coffee, and a singing pup-
pet changed hands many times. Dean 
Carol Lewis, below, temporarily claims 
ownership from Norma Pfeiffer of the 
highly prized voodoo doll.

Glenn Juday, associate professor of for-
est ecology, reports that an article on 
the carbon cycle scheduled for February 
2004 publication in National Geographic 
features the Bonanza Creek Long-Term 
Ecological Research site. The article, 
by U.S. News & World Report editor 
Tim Appenzeller, is based in part on a 
field trip and interview with Juday in 
September 2002. For more on Juday’s 
work on forest-climate interactions, see 
Agroborealis 34.2, which will be available 
in late January in print and on the web at 
uaf.edu/snras/afes/pubs/index.html.

AFES Circular 124, “Annual Flower 
Evaluations 2003,” is now available in 
print and  at uaf.edu/snras/afes/pubs/cir/
index.html. The flower trials and evalu-
ations are carried out at the Georgeson 
Botanical Garden.

STAFF CHANGES—Brian Charlton 
is a Research Technician III with the 
Boreal Ecology Cooperative Research 
Unit (BECRU) with AFES/SNRAS. 
He started on 10 October 2003. Aurora 
Parson, a student assistant C, also works 
in BECRU. She started working with 
Teresa Hollingsworth in late October.

M i c h a e l 
Woods of Anch-
orage will serve 
a three-year term, 
through Decem-
ber 2006. He is a 
natural resource 
management in-
structor at the King Career Center in the 
Anchorage School District. The program 
teaches eleventh and twelfth graders 
about the sciences and careers related to 
resource management. During the past 
20 years, Mike has worked for a variety 
of resource management agencies. His 
main interests are student recruitment 
and natural resource management edu-
cation issues. His interest in the advisory 
board is to assist in the review of degree 
programs and SNRAS recruitment ef-
forts throughout the state.

The advisory board brings to the 
school the perspective of people who are 
working in those areas for which SNRAS 
students are trained: natural resource 
management, horticulture, agriculture, 
and forestry.

The other board members are listed 
here: Mike Hoyt of Anchorage, board 
vice chair, is a land and resource specialist 
for the Chugach Alaska Corporation. A 

board member since 2001, Hoyt’s main 
interests are forestry, land planning, land 
law, natural resources, and issues related 
to rural and Alaska Native concerns. Ray 
Jakubzcik of Anchorage, a biologist for 
BP Exploration (Alaska), Inc., has been 
on the board since 2001. His main in-
terests are biology and environmental re-
search. Board chair John (Chris) Maisch 
of Fairbanks has served on the board 
since 1993. He is the Northern Region 
Forester for the Alaska Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) Division of 
Forestry. His major interests are for-
estry and rural issues. Nancy Welch of 
Anchorage, a land specialist, is deputy 
director of the Division of Mining, Land, 
and Water at DNR and has served on 
the board since 1997. She is involved in 
land use planning and natural resource 
development (mining, oil and gas, and 
surface use issues on the North Slope. 
Stan Stephens of Valdez and Fairbanks, a 
semi-retired marine captain and owner of 
Prince William Sound Cruises & Tours 
has served on the advisory board since 
1998. His expertise is in environmental 
issues and tourism. Elaine Williams of 
Fairbanks has been the student represen-
tative since 2001. She is a natural resourc-
es management major at UAF, working 
on a B.S. degree (plant, animal, and soil 
sciences option). There are currently two 
vacancies on the board. The board met in 
Palmer January 22 and 23.

New board members, continued from page 1:

John Fox, associate professor of 
land resources management, recently at-
tended the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association convention as the UAF fac-
ulty athletics representative. On NCAA 
campuses, this representative is one 
of the few persons who serves roles in 
both the academic and athletic worlds. 
Fox works as a liaison between athletes, 
coaches, and other faculty, contribut-
ing a faculty perspective in athletics 
administration by serving in an advisory 
and oversight capacity. He works closely 
with administrators to ensure univer-
sity compliance with NCAA and other 
conference regulations, and UAF rules 
governing athletics and athletes. UAF is 
a NCAA Division I team for hockey, and 
a NCAA Division II team for most other 
sports in which it participates.
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