
Natural Resource News, Vol. 05, No. 2 (August 2005)

Item Type Journal

Publisher UAF School of Natural Resources and Agricultural Sciences

Download date 23/05/2023 21:41:28

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/11122/2793

http://hdl.handle.net/11122/2793


A new Alaska Integrated Geography Program based at SNRAS 
will create a University of Alaska framework for cooperative 
programs throughout the UA system. Based at SNRAS on 
the UAF campus, the innovative program will involve people 
from all UA campuses in geography-related research, instruc-
tion, and outreach. The state’s only baccalaureate degrees in 
geography are offered at UAF.

“This development fits in with the vision of UA president 
Mark Hamilton and the Board of Regents, who have encour-
aged coordination of university-wide programs that take ad-
vantage of UA expertise and our strategic location,” said Dean 
Carol Lewis. “The integrated geography program will allow us 
to realize the vision in our Strategic Plan 2004 for a broadened 
scope of geography, with intriguing new opportunities in re-
search, education and outreach.”

Mike Sfraga will direct the program, and will also join 
the existing geography faculty as an assistant professor. The 
recipient of the first interdisciplinary doctorate degree in ge-
ography and northern studies from UAF, Sfraga recently pub-
lished a book on the life of explorer and mountaineer Bradford 
Washburn. He previously served under Hamilton as associate 
vice president for student services and director of program de-
velopment.

 “I am very excited about the opportunity to work with 
the faculty to enhance and expand geography throughout the 
state,” said Sfraga. “There are endless opportunities to estab-
lish valuable teaching, research, and outreach initiatives with 
UA institutes and research initiatives. For example, imagine 

strategic partnerships be-
tween the geography fac-
ulty and our colleagues in 
the International Arctic 
Research Center, the UAF 
Geophysical Institute and  
Institute of Arctic Biology, 
the UAA Institute of Social 
and Economic Research, 
and UAS programs that 
take advantage of southeast’s 
unique landscape and un-
derscore experiential learn-
ing. Such partnerships will 

infuse our curriculum, spur 

Geography program expands to integrate 
statewide instruction, research, and outreach
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joint research proposals, and 
allow UA to take advantage of 
our arctic and polar expertise.” 
K-12 teacher education and 
curriculum development will 
also be a key component of the 
new geography program. Sfraga 
has already established strong 
ties with the Alaska Geographic 
Alliance and sees a strong pres-
ence for the AGA within the 
overall UA Geography program. 

 “UAF, like no other research university in the world, is de-
fined by our location as America’s arctic university,” said UAF 
Chancellor Steve Jones when the program was announced in 
July. “Mike’s appointment enables us to more systematically 
weave that special thread of place through research, teaching, 
and outreach focused on the high latitudes and Alaska.”

Sfraga has been tapped to help develop national and inter-
national efforts associated with the 2007-2008 International 
Polar Year (IPY), a scientific and educational initiative marking 
the 50th anniversary of the 1957–58 International Geophysical 
Year. The first IPY in 1882–1883 was based on the concept that 
a survey of geophysical phenomena required an international 
effort. Twelve countries participated, setting a precedent for 
international scientific cooperation. The ’57–’58 International 
Geophysical year produced a great deal of information, includ-
ing confirmation of the theory of continental drift, discovery of 
the Van Allen Radiation Belt, and the first informed estimates 
of the total size of Antarctica’s ice mass.

Sfraga also will serve as the primary liaison between UAF 
and the Cold Climate Housing Research Center, an industry-
based nonprofit corporation created to facilitate the develop-
ment, use, and testing of building technologies for cold-cli-
mate regions. The group, which has just begun constructing 
a Cold Climate Building and Infrastructure Research and 
Testing Facility, is the first entrant in a newly developing re-
search park at UAF. The facility, with classrooms, offices, and 
research and testing bays, is being built on university land, and 
some of its research will be conducted jointly with the uni-
versity. Construction is expected to be complete by fall 2006. 
Jack Hébert is president and CEO of the organization and John 
Davies is its research director. 

“Locally, regionally, and at 
a global planetary level, life 

modifies Earth environments 
as much as environments 

shape life. Few changes have 
so touched vista, ecosystem 

and global cycling as has the 
evolution of the angiosperms 
(plants with flowers). In the 

lush Cretaceous forests of fern 
and cycad, new colors and 
scents arise....” —A Walk 
Through Time (Page 2)

Program Director Mike Sfraga
—Statewide Public affairS



Contact us for information on subscriptions to our science magazine, Agroborealis, or to receive our other publications. 

A mile-long exhibit representing the cur-
rent scientific understanding of Earth’s his-
tory was on display at UAF July 17–31 and 
will be shown on campus again this fall, 
thanks to the initiative of natural resource 
professor Susan Todd.

“A Walk Through Time...from Stardust 
to Us,” is a series of panels viewed by walk-
ing an approximate mile, with each foot rep-
resenting one million years. At UAF it was 
installed from Wood Center along Yukon 
Drive past the UAF Museum and around 
the West Ridge mall to the Arctic Health 
Research Building. The walk puts into per-
spective Earth’s long history and the brevity 
of human existence. Along the way, evolu-
tionary processes and events are depicted on 
90 panels of text and illustrations.

Todd received a grant from the Alaska 
Humanities Forum for shipping the panels 
from Anchorage and purchasing materi-
als to construct stands for them. SNRAS 
was the UAF sponsor, and Tim Quintal 
of the forest soils laboratory volunteered 
to make the stands with help from other 
volunteers. Volunteers also set up and took 
down the display. The panels were loaned 
by Anchorage Montessori School Principal 
Ed Miner.

“Those who take the walk gain an ap-
preciation for our planet’s history and the 
processes that have made life possible,” 
said Todd. “It is our hope that the Walk 
will enhance the viewer’s understanding 
of scientific knowledge, encourage a sense 
of wonder, inspire respect for our natural 
world, and stimulate discussion about our 
personal and societal roles in creating the 
future.”

Consistent with the fossil record, the 

Homo erectus (upright man) is a hominid 
species that lived from approximately 2 
million to around 400,000 years ago and 
is believed to be an ancestor of modern 
humans.

A walk through time—from stardust to us

“The human adventure has 
something to do with our 
recovering—together—a 
sense of both amazement and 
gratitude at the gift of life. 
When readers take this Walk 
Through Time, they will 
find themselves as actors in 
a larger reality beyond their 
imagination. Insofar as we 
can all join together on this 
journey of discovery there 
will be peace on earth.”

—The Reverend Alan Jones, Dean of 
Grace Cathedral, San Francisco

At left, UAF geology professor Sarah 
Fowell holds up the introductory panel 
during exhibit assembly work that was 
accomplished with volunteer labor. At 
right is one of the panels in front of the 
Geophysical Institute. More assembly 
photos on page 3.

—PhotoS by SuSan todd

first animal life appears after 4,000 feet 
(representing 4 billion years). The first 
hominids appear in the last five feet 
of the walk, and the last ice age con-
cludes only one-tenth of an inch from 
the end. As a complement to the ex-
hibit, geology professor Sarah Fowell 
gave a public lecture on the evolu-
tion of Paleozoic plants on July 19.

The exhibit was developed by 
Hewlett-Packard (HP) Laboratories in 
Palo Alto, California. The company re-
leased it for worldwide display by donat-
ing it to the nonprofit Foundation for 
Global Community, a California-based 
group. The original concept of the one-
mile exhibit was the brainchild of Sid 
Liebes, a Hewlett-Packard employee who 
sought to “provide a viscerally meaning-
ful perspective on how humans should 
conduct themselves to avoid precipitat-
ing the next mass extinction of species.”

Creating the exhibit involved many 
individuals who donated their time and 
creativity. Contributors to the origi-
nal implementation of the Walk were: 
the employees of the Hewlett-Packard 
Company under the company’s sponsor-
ship. It was first presented as part of HP 
Laboratories’ Celebration of Creativity 
on Earth Day, 22 April 1997, at the HP 
Laboratories sites in Palo Alto, California; 
Bristol, England; and Tokyo, Japan. 
Sponsor of HP Laboratories Walk Thru 
Time: Joel Birnbaum; Project leaders of 
HP’s Walk Thru Time: Sid Liebes, Laurie 
Mittelstadt, Barbara Waugh; Walk Thru 
Time research and text composition: 
Lois Brynes (Deep-Time Associates).

Note: For more information on the ex-
hibit, visit globalcommunity.org/wtt/. 
The exhibit is also available in book for-
mat from the foundation.



SNRAS alumnus Dan Jordan, who went on to earn All-American honors as a shooter, 
is the new head rifle coach at UAF. Jordan, a 2001 UAF grad who majored in natural 
resource management, was an All-American at UAF and won the silver medal in men’s 
three-position rifle at the 2004 Paralympics. The Nanook rifle team won its first NCAA 
title in 1994 and dominated the national championships with six additional titles from 
1999-2004. Jordan replaces Glenn Dubis, who led the UAF rifle team to two NCAA 
championships in three seasons.

Jordan is a native of Franktown, Colorado, near Colorado Springs. While competing 
with the Nanooks in 1998 and 1999, he was a first team All-American in both small bore 
and air rifle. He began shooting at age nine as a 4-H club member, and started competitive 
shooting at twelve. At UAF he earned All-American honors during his freshman and 
sophomore years, and in his freshman season he finished second in the NCAA air rifle 
competition.  

After being injured in an accident the summer following his sophomore season, 
Jordan took two years off, then began training for the Paralympics and became involved 
in coaching.

“The last year I was in Fairbanks, I coached the rifle team at West Valley High School,” 
said Jordan in a UAF news story by Dave Geringer. “I was always interested in coaching and 
hoped to get into coaching at the university level. Every summer, I work with the Civilian 
Marksmanship Program, and we do seven camps in various parts of the country.”

Jordan plans to arrive in Fairbanks in August.

Dan Jordan, a 2001 UAF graduate/
SNRAS/NRM accepts the silver 
medal in the men’s three-position rifle 
competition at the 2004 Paralympic 
Games in Athens. Jordan was a member 
of UAF’s national championship rifle 
team. He suffered paralysis after falling 
in a climbing accident.

—Photo courteSy of uSa Shooting

SNRAS alumnus Dan Jordan 
becomes new UAF head rifle coach
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The section of the exhibit shown above was installed in front of the International Arctic 
Research Center. At left, Tim Quintal glues plastic pipe for exhibit panel stands. Tim 

with his wife Mary Calmes (above left) and son Will (above right) donated 176 hours to the project. Exhibit organizer Susan Todd said 
that in all, 42 people donated 345 hours to make the frames, install the exhibit, and later remove it. SNRAS sponsored the exhibit at 
UAF. After a fall showing on campus, it will be available to schools and other organizations.

A Walk Through Time— 
behind the scenes
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The fourth annual fund raiser Goodies in the Garden, sponsored by the UAF College 
of Fellows, was held on July 12 at Georgeson Botanical Garden. This year’s theme was 
“Dessert”ed Island”  Proceeds will go towards construction of a roof over the Drew 
Amphitheater at the garden. At left, GBG director and horticulture professor Pat 
Holloway chats with guests during the party.

Asiatic lilies such as the red ones at right 
are a good perennial choice for Alaska. 
Below is a view of the water garden.

— PhotoS by deirdre helfferich 

Summertime at GBG
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Built for kids, this tunnel of wo-
ven willow branches barely ac-
commodates adult garden guest 
Hans Moelders. Living willow 
branches will eventually cover 
the tunnel.

—Photo by deirdre helfferich

Bobby Burgess and Laura Thompson, 
students in the landscape construction 
class offered this summer at the GBG, 
are working on the stream bed for the 
Babula Children’s Garden.

—Photo by Pat holloway

The fanciful gateway to the Babula  
Children’s Garden was created by 
ironworker Chad Dietz of Fairbanks.

—Photo by deirdre helfferich



In May the Resource  Manage-
ment Society (RMS) sponsored 
its annual banquet honoring 
seniors. 

As part of its ongoing 
interest in resource manage-
ment issues, the group in  mid 
February sponsored a panel dis-
cussion on access rights through 
public and private lands. The 
forum featured representatives from 
local, state, and federal agencies, and 
the private sector.

Participants addressed current ac-
cess issues in Alaska, the provisions of 
Revised Statute (RS) 2477, and how 
these affect Alaskans. Panelists will 
include Dan Cheyette, attorney and 
board member for the Alaska Center 
for the Environment, Patrick Kalen, 
proprietor of Kalen and Associates 
Inc, Joe Sullivan, natural resource 
specialist for the Alaska Department 
of Natural Resources, Paul Costello, 
director of land management for the 

Anthony Lee Payne, age 38, of Fairbanks, Alaska, died April 30, 2005 when his single 
engine Taylorcraft F-19 crashed on takeoff from Chena Marina Field in Fairbanks. 
Payne graduated with honors from the University of Alaska Fairbanks with a BS in 
Natural Resource Management in 1998. 

Payne was born April 13, 1967 in Reno, Nevada, and was a 1985 graduate of 
Western Lamance High School in Elon College, North Carolina. He attended North 
Carolina State University before attending UAF.

A decorated veteran of the US Coast Guard, Payne was employed as a pilot and 
biologist at Fort Wainwright, Alaska. An accomplished and respected bush pilot, he 
applied his skill in low-altitude flight toward the management and conservation of 
Alaska’s wild lands. At the time of his death, he was vice-president in the International 
Association of Natural Resource Pilots. Payne expressed a deep appreciation for na-
ture, and was a member of Trout Unlimited and the Nature Conservancy. He had a 
deep love of fly fishing, kayaking the Prince William Sound, and canoeing the wild 
rivers of Alaska. 

Payne is survived by his wife, Amal Ajmi; parents Ben and Jane Payne of 
Burlington, North Carolina; his brothers Matthew Payne of Darlington, Maryland, 
and Ben and Bob Payne of North Carolina.

Memorial donations can be made in Payne’s name to the Nature Conservancy 
Alaska Chapters.

Alumnus killed in April plane crash

Tony Payne at his cabin.
—Photo courteSy of tony Payne’S family.

At the 2005 senior banquet at Ivory Jack’s,  
faculty members Meriam Karlsson and Cary 

de Wit (above) and Carol Lewis (at right 
foreground) watch as RMS Prime Minister 

Cassidee Hall  conducts a prize drawing.
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RMS

—photos by Doreen Fitzgerald

Fairbanks North Star Borough, and 
Steve Ulvi, assistant manager for the 
Yukon-Charley National Park. RS 
2477 is part of the federal Mining Act 
of 1866, which in part states, “The 
right-of-way for the construction of 
highways over public lands, not re-
served for public uses, is hereby grant-
ed.” Although RS 2477 rights-of-way 
were created and granted under RS 
2477 until its repeal in 1976, federal 
land in Alaska was “reserved for public 
uses” in December 1968 with passage 
of PLO 4582, also known as the land 

freeze, ending in Alaska the window for RS 
2477 qualification.

The RMS 2004-2005 officers were 
Prime Minister Casidee Hall, Secretary 
Bethany Sweet, and Minister of Fund 
Raising Elaine Williams. Professors Dave 
Valentine and Peter Fix are the group’s 
faculty advisors. Again this fall RMS will 
sponsor the Farthest North Forest Sports 
Festival.



Three retirements announced

Larry Burke, superintendent of the Fairbanks Experiment 
Farm, retired May 1, 2005. He will be working half-time 
until September 30, 2005, on special projects at the farm.

Instead of replacing Larry’s position, Steve Spores and 
Alan Tonne will provide management of the farm in two ar-
eas. Steve will manage all maintenance and grounds. Alan 
will manage research logistics and will continue to be the lead 
at the Delta Research Station.

“We have exciting times ahead of us as the Georgeson 
Botanical Garden and the Reindeer Research Program ex-
pand,” said Carol Lewis, “and we are beginning to increase 
our crop production in Delta. Steve and Alan will provide, in 
fact are already providing, excellent leadership at the farm.”

Faculty and staff will honor Larry with a noon barbecue 
at the farm, currently scheduled for Tuesday August 30.

Larry first joined the farm staff in May, 1981. In retire-
ment, he plans to put more time into his pleasure cruise and 
fishing business in Valdez.

Rudy Candler, Supervisor of the Palmer Research Laboratory, retired May 30, 
2005. Candler joined our Palmer staff in 1988. Along with managing the laboratory, 
Candler also has served as an adjunct professor of chemistry at Matanuska-Susitna 
College, UAA. He began working for the university system in 1974, when he went 
to work for the Cooperative Extension Service 

“We will all miss Rudy,” said Dean Carol Lewis. “He is following his love of 
rocks into the field and into a new business working gem stones and silver. If any of 
you haven’t seen Rudy’s work, it is wonderful. The jade under my nameplate on my 
desk is just a very small example of the excellent pieces he produces. We hope that 
Rudy will have time to teach a few short courses for us in his busy new life.”

The faculty and staff in Palmer held a lunch in Rudy’s honor on May 30, 2005. 

Dot Helm, research professor of reveg-
etation ecology, retired on June 30, 2005. 
Dot has provided research and outreach to 
the mining industry in Alaska for over 20 
years. She participated in instruction for our 
school and the former School of Mineral 
Engineering, pioneering in our early days of 
distance delivery. Helm joined the faculty in 

June 1980.
“We will all miss the professional contributions Dot has 

made,” said Dean Lewis, “and I will miss her upbeat attitude and 
perseverance, as well as her willingness to go out of her way to 
work with students.”

Currently, Dot is working with Allen Mitchell and Dean 
Lewis on the Strategic Plan for the Matanuska Experiment 
Farm. She plans to continue with this work, providing an excel-
lent connection to the user community in the Matanuska Valley 
and Anchorage. There was a lunch in Dot’s honor at the Palmer 
Research and Extension Center on June 30.

Dot Helm, shown at left in Alaska, and above in  Hawaii. 
—AFES file photo

Larry Burke 
—AFES file photo

Rudy Candler
—Photo by connie harriS
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Notes

Natural Resource News is written and 
edited by public information officer Doreen 

Fitzgerald and managing editor Deirdre 
Helfferich. Publication material may be re-

printed, provided no endorsement of a com-
mercial product is stated or implied. Please 

credit any researchers involved, the University 
of Alaska Fairbanks, and the Agricultural and 

Forestry Experiment Station.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks is accredited 
by the Commission on Colleges of the Northwest 
Association of Schools and Colleges. UAF is an 
AA/EO employer and educational institution.

Staff departures: Administrative Assis-
tant Norma Pfeiffer of the SNRAS de-
partmental office has left the university to 
work as a paralegal assistant in Fairbanks. 
Payroll technician Jason Theiss is now 
the fiscal officer for the UAF Center for 
Distance Education. Human resources 
technician Hillary Huffman recently 
joined the UAF Human Resources staff.

New faces: Replacing Norma Pfeiffer 
at the departmental desk is Wanda 
Tangermann. Several other new people 
have joined the staff since last fall. Brad 
Lobland became the CES and SNRAS 
payroll technician in May. SNRAS MS 
graduate Brian Riordan is working as 
the data manager at the Boreal Ecology 
Cooperative Research Unit. Terry 
Marsh is a research technician working 
with Meriam Karlsson and Jeff Werner 
in horticulture. Research Technician 
Gail Davidson is working with Teresa 
Nettleton Hollingsworth, research ecol-
ogist for the USDA Forest Service PNW 
Research Station and affiliate assistant 
professor at SNRAS. Bixia Su is a re-
search technician working with professor 
Jenifer McBeath.

Exceptional! Nearly six dozen students 
were honored at the annual UAF student 
awards breakfast April 30. Recognized 
for their work in the School of Natural 
Resources and Agricultural Sciences were 
Emily Brown (forest sciences), Dennis 
Hichstetler (geography), and Kristin 
Fischer (resources management.

The Reindeer Research Program has 
funded two $500 scholarships for the 
fall 2005 semester. Eligible students are 
those who have been formally admitted 
to the natural resource management de-
gree program at UAF. The scholarships 
are awarded as funds are available from  
money  acquired through meat sales re-
lated to reindeer herd research. 

Recent Publications include the sum-
mer issue of Agroborealis, which will be 
distributed mid-to-late August. Available 
now are two reprints from that issue: 
MP-2005-06, Exotic Plants in Alaska’s 
Parks, and MP 2005-07, Morels: a Morsel 
after the Fire. From the Georgeson 
Botanical Garden: Research Progress 
Report No. 44, Peonies for Field Cut 
Flower Production, reports the fourth and 
previous years of this research; Circular 
129, Annual Vegetable Evaluations 2004; 
and Circular 130, Annual and Perennial 
Herb Evaluations. Handouts reprint-
ed from the previous Agroborealis are 
MP-2005-03, Alaska Heat—Wildland 
Fire Research & Management Issues and  
MP-2005-04, Preparing for Wildfire: a 

Guide for Homeowners. MP-2005-05, 
Taste is Important! Consumer Opinions 
about Alaska Food Products, combines 
and reprints the content of six previous 
publications on sensory testing done on 
Alaska Grown products (honey, carrots, 
salsa, tomatoes, potatoes, and spinach).

August 26 Seminar
Laser Technology Equipment for 
Resource Management Activities 

—Techniques & Tips

Presenters Eric Miller and Bill Carr of 
Laser Technology, Inc. will  talk  about 
instruments used in GIS and timber 
surveys, buffer strip layout, stem mapping, 
and many other resource measurement 
activities. The SNRAS seminar is Friday, 
August 26 at 9:00 a.m. in 183 Arctic Health 
Research Building on the UAF campus. It 
includes hands-on demonstrations.

NRM 290—Shown here assembling for 
the spring field course departure are  NRM 
students (above) and at right, professors 
Dave Verbyla and Julie Lurman. 

—PhotoS  by doreen fitzgerald

Biomass & 
Small Tree Utilization

Wood Energy & Business 
Opportunities for Interior Alaska

Fall Workshop
September 27-29, 2005

Sponsored by

For More Information contact:
Jim Kruse at 907-451-2701

Tentative agenda includes Tuesday site 
tours and an evening session on the 
Northern Forestry Cooperative’s role; 
Wednesday field stops in the Tok area 
and an evening session; and Thursday 
presentations and panels on wood use 
opportunities and the business of wood.


