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College, Alaska

With this issue NANOOK NEWS suspends publication until 
September. The weekly faculty-staff bulletin will have a 
face-lifting during the summer months.

NANOOK B E G I N S  V A CA T I O

SENATOR ANDERSON I S  COMMENCEMENT S P E A K E R

Senator Clinton P. Anderson of New Mexico has accepted an invi
tation to deliver the principal address at Commencement exercises 
May 24. Senator Anderson, a member of Congress since 1940, has long 
been associated with Alaska. He conducted hearings on the Alaska 
Statehood Bill in the 1950's and was chairman of the Federal govern
ment's Reconstruction Commission following last year's earthquake.

In addition to a long and distinguished career in government 
Senator Anderson is a former newspaperman, a Rotarian and a member of 
the Board of Regents for the Smithsonian Institute. He serves on four 
committees in the Senate and has made two trips to Alaska in his role 
as chairman of the Reconstruction Commission.

Other activities for Commencement week are an Alumni Day on 
May 22 and Baccalaureate May 23.

I N S T I T U T E  R E C E I V E S  GRANT

The National Science Foundation has awarded the Geophysical 
Institute a $22,000 grant to sponsor a visiting professorship program. 
The grant will provide salary and associated travel costs for a dis
tinguished American scholar in geophysics.

AAUP TO MEET TODAY ‘

A special meeting of AAUP will be held today (May 13) in 
Duckering 318 at 4 p.m. to consider the recent Statement of Student 
Rights and Responsibilities. Chapter members are asked to bring their 
copies of the statement and contribute to the formulation of a chapter 
position on it.
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FASHI ON SHOW I S  TONIGHT

A Spring Fashion Show, sponsored by the University of Alaska's 
Home Economics Department and Home Economics Club, will be held 
tonight (May 13) from 8 to 9:30 p.m. at the home of President and 
Mrs. William R. Wood.

Besides the fashion show, which will be presented on both levels 
of the Wood residence, there will be entertainment at intermission.

The public is invited to attend. . .

P L E A S E  REMOVE L O C K S !  . . .

Students, faculty and staff are requested to remove locks and clear 
possessions out of lockers in the men's and women's locker rooms in the 
Patty Building by Friday, May 21, the end of the spring semester.
All lockers must be cleared and prepared for use during the summer 
session. Locks remaining on the lockers after this date, will be re
moved by the building supervisors.

MUSI C  E V EN T S  . SCHEDULED FOR THURSDAY AND SUNDAY . . '

Selections from "Madame Butterfly" are among the numbers’ that will 
be featured tonight (May 13) at a student recital in the Music Facility 
beginning at eight o'clock. The program will consist of voice, string 
and wind instrument performances.

A second, musical program is scheduled for Sunday evening (May 16) 
when the Fairbanks String Trio performs in Schaible Lecture Hall.
The trio is composed of Lesley Salisbury on violin, Carolyn Fawcet , 
piano, and Peggy Swartz, cello. The program will begin at 8 p.m.

GERMAN S C I E N T I S T  ON CAMPUS

A renowned German Paleontologist and stratigrapher is presenting 
a series of public and technical lectures at the University this week 
He is Dr. Heinrick K. Erben, professor of paleontology and head of 
the department., Institut f.tir Palantologic, Universitat Bonn, Germany. 
Dr. Erben has, been here since Monday and will conclude his visit
Friday.

STUDENT ART  SHOW IN COMMONS C ONT I NU ES  THROUGH MAY 14

The student art show in the Upper Commons will continue through 
Friday (May. 14). The exhibit consists of paintings, drawings, sculpture, 
silver work and wood cuts. It is sponsored by the Department of■Art 
which has also placed an exhibit case in the Student Union Building.



NANOOK NEWS PAGE THREE MAY 13, 1965

L I B R A R Y  A C Q U I R E S  C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  CONVENTION MI NUTES

The Library has received a copy of the recently published 
unofficial minutes of the "Daily Proceedings, Alaska Constitutional 
Convention," held at the University of Alaska in 1955-56. Published 
by the Alaska Legislative Council, minutes of the daily proceedings from 
November 8, 1955 through February 6, 1956 total five volumes. A sixth 
volume contains appendices including committee proposals and commen
tary and the Constitution of the State of Alaska.

P R OF E S S OR  T S C H I N K E L  R E C E I V E S  F E L L O W S H I P

Paul Tschinkel, assistant professor of art, has received a fellow
ship to conduct independent creative study this summer at the MacDowell 
Colony in Peterborough, New Hampshire. The Colony was founded by 
Edward MacDowell, a 19th Century composer, and is devoted solely to the 
creative arts. This is the second consecutive year Professor Tschinkel 
has received a fellowship to the Colony.

DR.  DAFOE TO BE V I S I T I N G  PR OF E S S OR

Dr. Don M. Dafoe, superintendent of the Greater Anchorage Area 
Borough School District, will be a visiting professor of education 
at the University of Alaska this summer.

Dr. Dafoe will instruct a course in the History of Education in 
the United States daily, Monday through Friday from June 7-25. The 
course will include the development of American education as a facet 
of American social and intellectual history. It may be taken either for 
undergraduate and graduate credit.

I N S T I T U T E  S T A F F  MEMBERS C O N T R I B U T E  TO BOOK• -J \ T . '  ' .

Two members of the Geophysical Institute staff have contributed 
to a new book titled "Auroral Phenomena: Experiments and Theory."

Dr. Victor Hessler, professor of Geophysics, contributed the 
photograph used on the book's cover. Dr. Christian T. Elvey, former 
director of the Institute and now special assistant to the president 
and a research professor, wrote the first chapter of the book, "Mor
phology Of Auroral Displays."

Another section of the book was written by Dr. T. Neil Davis, now 
at the NASA-Goddard Space Flight Center on a leave of absence from the 
Institute. Dr. Davis will return in July to become assistant director 
of the Institute. His chapter is titled "Television Cinemaphotography 
of Auroras."
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EDITORIAL NOTE
In last week's NANOOK NEWS we departed from our usual format 
by publishing a memorandum from the Faculty Council con
cerning Council activities. As a result we have been requested 
to publish the following additional communications concerning 
Faculty Council proceedings.  '___________

TO: ALL PROFESSIONAL PERSONNEL
FROM: Clyde F. Herreid

Frederick Had.leigh-West 
Orlando W. Miller 
Philip Anast 
William H. Wilson 
David R, Klein 
R. D. Guthrie 
Laura Nicholson

SUBJECT: COUNCIL ACTIVITIES

A general feeling of amazement and shock was prevalent among the faculty 
last week following the publication in Nanook News of the three year 
summary of Faculty Council proposals to the Administration. One cannot 
help but be impressed by the fruitlessness of these proposals when 
viewed in terms of their actual implementation by the Administration. 
During the Council's operation, strong recommendations have been made 
on many facets of University life including sabatical leave, tenure, 
calendar revision, commencement ceremonies, and curriculum development. 
The members of the Faculty Council are to be commended for the proposal 
of many outstanding programs. It is appalling, however, to examine the 
list of 25 activities in the Nanook News and find that only two of the 
items have been implemented because of the Council s actions: modifi
cation of the course outline and resumption of FHA mortgages in the 
Fairbanks area. Almost all of the remaining recommendations have been 
either rejected, or they lie in that official li iibo of pending .
Many important recommendations have been lying fallow for years.
It is indeed curious that the author of the Nanook News article has 
stated, "A few of the recommendations of the Council have not been 
adopted, for various reasons, but the Council is gratified to find that  ̂
by far the majority of its recommendations have been favorably received." 
Let us examine a case in the "favorably received" file. Over sixteen 
months ago the Council polled faculty opinion on various aspects of 
the graduation ceremonies. The results of the questionnaire and

Russell E. Carr 
Walt Benesch 
George Dahlgren 
D. M. Ragan 
Carl S. Benson 
T. Chorbajian 
Rudolph W. Krejci 
Arthur Wills



NANOOK NEWS PAGE FIVE MAY 13, 1965

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES (Cont.)

recommended modifications were presented to the President. Most of 
these suggestions have not been followed. Among the suggested changes 
was the point1, "...that if there is to be a baccalaureate service, 
attendance should be completely voluntary for both faculty and 
students.'1 In spite of the fact that the administration has now 
assumed that baccalaureate has never been compulsory, this appraisal 
did not come when the Faculty Council submitted their recommendations 
which were based on this ’'erroneous supposition". It did come, however, 
a year later when a petition with over a hundred faculty signatures was 
submitted to the President. They too had "erroneously believed that 
baccalaureate was compulsory. The question of compulsory attendance 
for students has been completely avoided. The point is obvious: there
has not been effective communication between the Faculty Council and 
the administration. ' '
Many of the Council's other items were similarly ‘favorably received . 
For instance, it is mentioned that the Faculty Council assisted in the 
revision of the campus housing policy. This is true, but the origina 
revision came from the office of the Vice-President, and all of the 
Council's suggestions were rejected without explanation. Similarly, 
the waiver of fees for families of the faculty taking credit at the .. . . ... 
University of Alaska has been "under study" for a year and a half. . .
Also, the sabbatical leave policy which was formulated in the firs 
year of Council has been in the President's and Board of Regents 
hands for virtually two solid years. It is interesting to note that 
the Evaluation Committee of the Northwest Association of Secondary 
and Higher Schools recommended a sabatical leave policy mjits 
1957 report.
Undoubtedly, the Faculty Council has served as an emotional release 
and as an effective sounding board, but should it be ^J^idered as 
anything else? On several occasions, members of the Council, frustrated 
with1the lack of response from the administration (once, over six months 
elapsed without hearing ffom the President), asked that the Council be 
disbanded. The recent Accreditation Report to the Northwest Association 
of Secondary and Higher Schools also questioned the status of the 
Faculty Council and commented, "If it is merely a paper organization, 
it should be eliminated." The issue is still with us. Should the 
faculty and its Council have any real power to make decision and direct 
the policies of the University, or should it forever be relegated to 
the lowest position on the power totem pole?



NANOOK NEWS PAGE SIX MAY 13, 1965

10 May 1965
Editor, Nanook News 
Dear Editor,

The last issue of the "Polar Star" carried a letter from a nameless 
faculty member complaining about the handling of the issue of attendance 
at baccalaureate and complaining further that the faculty was frustrated 
over "their inability to effectively (sic) communicate with the President 
through the normal medium of the Faculty Council", etc, etc. Since 
the "Polar Star" has suspended publication for the summer, I hope I 
may be allowed to comment via "Nanook News". The facts of the matter are 
these:

At the March 24 meeting of the Council, a resolution was introduced 
which was, in essence, the same request as that made in the baccalaureate 
petition referred to by our nameless friend. (A copy of this resolution 
is in the files of the Council Chairman, and should also be in the "files 
of each individual member. It is thus readily available to anyone who 
wishes to read it.) After a lengthy discussion, this resolution was 
tabled.
Subsequently, with no further communication with the Council, the 
aforementioned petition was sent directly to Dr. Wood. Dr. Wood 
referred the petition back into the normal channels (i.e., the Council), 
and asked to discuss this matter with the Council at its April 21 
meeting. Dr. Wood, his secretary, the Marshall of the University, and 
the Chairman of the Faculty Council all spent a great deal of time and 
effort searching the records of the Board of Regents and informing 
themselves of the history and status of the baccalaureate ceremony. As 
a result of these investigations, Dr. Wood stated to the Council that 
(and I quote from the minutes of the April 21 meeting), "attendance at 
the Baccalaureate was not now, nor had it ever been, mandatory".
The Chairman of the Council was later informed that several members of 
the Council were not pleased with Dr. Wood's statement and the Council's 
actions. A notice was sent immediately to all members of the Council, 
pointing out the procedure for calling a special meeting (request of 
two or more members), and concluding, "If you have any questions or 
wish to call for a special meeting, please contact me at your earliest 
convenience, so that we may quickly effect a settlement of this matter 
that will be satisfactory to all."
No questions nor calls for a meeting were received. Draw your own 
conclusions.

Sincerely yours,

S/James E. Morrow
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