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Introduction
UAF’s Model United Nations (MUN) is a student 

organization comprised of students from a range of majors 

across the University. It is one of the oldest student 

organizations at UAF and is committed to educating students 

about policy making, and international affairs and 

organizations. Team preparation began in September with 

research on the United Nations, different committees, and 

fundraising.  Once conference registration was completed, 

the team knew committees and nation assignments, and the 

real research began.  In December, the first draft of each 

committee’s delegate position papers were due.  After 

revisions, the papers were submitted.  Background guides on 

committees and regions were read.  During the conference, 

working papers were negotiated and written, motions were 

made, and the team had the opportunity to apply their 

research.

How did the team prepare for the 
Assembly?

Team research began at the very beginning of the 

semester.  During the semester, the team hosted speakers on 

the Chad (also spelled Tchad) and Rwanda, read the guides 

produced by the National Assembly hosts, applied 

competitively for slots on the travelling team, followed the 

news especially on topics such as the ongoing crisis in the 

Central African Republic, wrote position papers on potential 

committee topics, and experienced having to think ourselves 

into the role of another nation.  Some members also took 

additional classes, particularly Professor Boylan’s

International Politics class, to better understand the 

background organization and capabilities of the United 

Nations.

Position papers were among the most rigorous steps in 

the preparation process.  Though the papers themselves 

were restricted to less than two pages to cover the positions 

delegates from Chad or Rwanda would take on the three 

potential topics that could be addressed in each committee, 

the papers were extremely dense and well researched.  

Papers went through multiple revisions to include a sufficient 

level of detail without going over the paper requirements.  

Resolutions and Working Papers
Most committees of the United Nations write resolutions.  This process starts with a working paper.  All working papers had to be prepared 

during the conference, but required knowledge of background information on international agreements and United Nations precedents like the 

Rio principle of common but differentiated environmental responsibilities, as well as detailed information on the position of Chad or Rwanda with 

regards to each of those issues.  The majority of work on the papers was done during informal caucuses after the agenda was set by committees.  

There were two levels, which nations could choose from, of supporting participation possible for a working paper.  A signatory would read the 

resolution, decide that they believed as delegates of their assigned nation that the resolution was beneficial, appropriate, and within the scope of 

the topic and committee it was being written for, and would sign as a supporter of the working paper.  Being a sponsor was a much more rigorous 

process.  A sponsor had to participate in writing the initial paper, and throughout the negotiation and editing process.  Sponsors were also 

required to advocate for their working paper, attract additional signatories, and give speeches on the topics their paper addressed. A sponsor 

could drop to signatory status by missing a vote, not participating in a working lunch, or otherwise not being fully committed to the working paper.  

Once sufficient sponsors and signatories were gathered in support of the working paper, the paper was printed and submitted to the Chair at the 

end of an informal caucus, with all of its listed supporters present.  The Chair would send it back with revisions, and would often recommend that 

working papers be merged with others covering similar topics.  This would start a new round of negotiations and revisions.  Once the revised 

working paper was finished, it would be resubmitted to the Chair.  At that point it may go to a vote in any one of several forms during the next 

formal session.  It is possible to amend other group’s papers at this time.  If the working papers passed, these merged papers would be 

considered resolutions.  UAF’s delegates sponsored multiple working papers, several of which became resolutions.

The format for a resolution had to be strictly adhered to.  Using actual examples from a resolution a UAF delegate sponsored, here is some of 

the anatomy of a United Nations resolution:

Heading

This section contains information on the committee, sponsors, signatories, and topic, and is fairly standard.

Committee: UNEP

Topic: Transformation to a Green Economy: Challenges for Transportation Worldwide

Sponsors: Afghanistan, Argentina, Brazil, Chad, China, Ghana, India, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Malawi, Morocco, 

Pakistan, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, Yemen

Signatories: Albania, Angola, Belarus, Bulgaria, Chile, Cote d’Ivoire, Dominican Republic, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Finland, Gambia, 

Guinea Bissau, Haiti, Hungary, Japan, Kenya, Liberia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Micronesia, Paraguay, Poland, Portugal, Rwanda, Senegal, 

Sierra Leone, Slovakia, Spain, Tajikistan, Thailand, Togo, Uruguay, Vietnam, Zimbabwe

Pre-ambulatory clauses

This section begins with a pre-ambulatory phrase, ends with a comma, and says what issues the resolution intends to address, and can highlight 

past efforts to resolve these issues.  

Recognizing the sovereignty of all Member States in shaping their environmental policy and choosing the appropriate measures to enhance 

interregional cooperation networks in order to reach the common goal of a Green Economy as exemplified in the BRICS network, as a bridging 

force between the developing and the industrialized Member States, ensuring the inclusion and collaboration of all Member States 

regardless of their geographical location or societal structure,

Operative clauses

This section addresses specific issues from the pre-ambulatory clauses, and proposes a clause.  These are numbered, begin with an operative 

phrase, and end with a semicolon or period.

1. Encourages Member States with developing economies to request assistance from the UNEP Environmental Fund for the purpose of 

incorporating intermodal connectivity concerns and strengthening infrastructure and development policies as well as public-private 

partnerships;

Amendments

Amendments go through much the same process as completely separate working papers, requiring sponsors, signatories, revisions, and voting.  

Amendments come in one of two forms, friendly (an amendment that all the sponsors of the original working paper agree with, and is 

incorporated without voting) and unfriendly (one where all the sponsors do not agree, and voting is required).

What were our topics?
Every committee was assigned topics to discuss.  The very first thing 

each committee, whether a General Assembly or WHO or UNEP, did 

was to set the agenda for the rest of the conference.  This agenda 

prioritized topics to be addressed in committee.  Some committees 

only covered one topic, but going into the conference, all the delegates 

on the travelling team had to be prepared to address any of the topics.
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Abstract
Participating in the National Model United Nations Assembly in New York is a rewarding experience.  Participating in this conference required months of research, practice, fund-raising, and paper writing.  During the week of the Assembly, participants had the opportunity to apply their findings to simulated international relations 

scenarios based on real world events and nations.  The University of Alaska Fairbanks sent ten students to represent the University.  These students were assigned as delegates representing Rwanda on the Security Council, and Chad on four General Assemblies (GAs), the World Health Organization (WHO), and the United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP).  In recognition of the team’s efforts in researching their countries and committee topics, participating in their committees, remaining in character, and following the rules of procedure, the University of Alaska Fairbanks was awarded an Honorable Mention.  

General 

Assembly First 

Committee 

(GA1) 

1. Measures to Prevent Terrorists from Acquiring Weapons of Mass 

Destruction

2. Relationship Between Disarmament and Development

3. Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space

General 

Assembly 

Second 

Committee 

(GA2) 

1. External Debt Sustainability and Development

2. Agriculture Development and Food Security

3. International Strategy for Disaster Reduction

General Assembly

Third 

Committee 

(GA3)

1. Migration and Human Rights

2. Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Systems and Their 

Development in a Changing World

3. Intensification of Efforts to Eliminate All Forms of Violence 

Against Women

General 

Assembly 

Fourth 

Committee 

(GA4) 

1. Civilian Capacity in the Aftermath of Conflict

2. Strengthening the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 

Palestine Refugees in the Near East

3. Strengthening United Nations Police

United Nations 

Environment 

Programme 

(UNEP)

1. Transformation to a Green Economy: Challenges for 

Transportation Worldwide

2. Management of Harmful Substances and Hazardous Waste

3. Facilitating South-South Cooperation for Environmental Capacity 

Building

World Health 

Organization 

(WHO)

1. Improving Access to Mental Health Resources in Industrializing 

Countries

2. Strengthening Partnerships, Research, and Response Preparedness 

to Combat Pandemic and Resistant Diseases

3. Improving Women’s Health by Integrating Gender, Equity and 

Human Rights

Security Council 

(SC)

1. The Situation in Syria

2. Strengthening United Nations Peacekeeping Operations

3. Peace Consolidation in West Africa

The Security Council was also allowed to adopt agenda items 

outside the topics listed here, in response to current issues. 

Organization for 

the Prohibition 

of Chemical 

Weapons

1. Universality of the Chemical Weapons Convention

2. Enforcing the convention in countries of political transition


