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AURORA-SOUND STUDY CONTINUED THIS YEAR

A scientific investigation into whether auroras "talk", making 
low-tone sounds inaudible to the human ear, will be continued this year 
with a $176,000 grant from the United States Department of Commerce, 
Environmental Services Administration, to the university's Geophysical 
Institute.

The grant will be used to maintain an Institute observatory
studying infrasonic pressure waves in the atmosphere created by the
aurora borealis, according to Keith B. Mather, Institute director.

For the past two aurora seasons the project's principal
investigator, Dr. Charles R. Wilson, has worked with the help of a
graduate student to find that the low infrasonic waves occur during
spectacular auroral displays over Interior Alaska.

"By relating the high speed motions of the auroras," Mather said,
"with the delayed arrival of the low-frequency sound waves on the
ground, the source of the infrasonic sounds was found m  the aurora 
itself, high above the earth."

"The sounds cannot be heard by the human ear because they are 
too low a tone, with periods of 100 seconds or more."

Dr. Wilson first noticed the auroral "sounds" after setting up the 
first infrasonic observatory in the northern aurora zone, at College.
Four sensitive microphones capable of detecting the low sound waves 
were placed around Fairbanks at the corners of a five mile square.

Signals from the microphones are brought into the Geophysical 
Institute over local telephone lines. Scientists can calculate the 
direction, elevation and speed of the incoming infrasonic waves from 
the relative arrival times of the sounds at each of the four microphones.

In an attempt to precisely locate the moving auroras producing the 
low sounds, Institute scientists have established another infrasonic 
observatory at Palmer, Mather explained.

"Signals from the Palmer microphones will be telemetered to 
College, and compared with signals received here. If the same aurora 
creates sounds detected at both Palmer and Fairbanks, the location of 
the source can be found by triangulation," he said.

CONTINUED
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AURORA-SOUND STUDY (CONT.)-------------7--------------------
"Dr. Wilson and his graduate students are hoping to determine the 

basic physical process in the aurora that generates the infrasound. If 
this were understood, it would help solve the question of just why the
aurora moves as it does."

The special low-sound monitoring equipment at College and Palmer 
is being used in other scientific projects, such as a program by 
researcher Charles Fahl to study strong pressure waves that occur over 
Fairbanks on top of temperature inversion layers.

The microphones also detect infrasonic pressure waves generated by 
the eruption of volcanos, earthquakes, meteors and other phenomena in
Alaska.

*************

WYATT'S "NINTH SUMMER" IN MENDOCINO ROBIN
Publication of the short story, "The Ninth Summer" in an upcoming 

issue of Mendocino Robin, California literary magazine, will mark the 
fifth short story published this year by Laurence Wyatt, instructor in 
the university's English Department.

Other works of fiction already in print include, "Enter into the 
Rock" in the spring, 1967 issue of Plume and Sword, University of 
Virginia quarterly; "The Purple Eagle", children's story in Golden 
Magazine; "Night Stone" in Entrails, another literary quarterly; and 
"The Day the Shadows Ate the Moon" in Bluestone, a New York literary 
magazine.

Wyatt has taught freshman, sophomore and junior English Composition 
and Literature courses at the UA since 196 3, except for one year spent 
overseas. In addition to the normal teaching schedule, he is one of 
five instructors in weekly sessions of the Creative Writer's Workshop.
In the workshop Wyatt counsels beginning fiction and drama writers.

He is the author of two musicals; "If This Be Madness", produced 
as part of the UA Drama Workshop's winter season in 196 4-5, and "The 
Winter Tree", written last year as a university contribution to
centennial year activity.

FRESH AIR ENTHUSIASTS CAUTIONED
Windows are to see through, and not to be opened and left open durin< 

o xd winter months around the university campus, warns Charles Sargent, 
director of campus planning and operations.

"It would be appreciated if all persons on campus would cooperate in 
seeing that windows are closed during the winter season," Sargent says.

CONTINUED
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FRESH AIR (CONT.;

K'e ve had a grecxu deal of damage due to the freezing of heating pipes, 
with s subsequent interruption of use of facilities that are damaged."

**********

WILSON NAMED TO SHAKESPEARE CQ̂ ii>,ITTEE OF ONE HUNDRED
Dr. James R. Wilson, head of the Department of English at the University 

of Alaska, this week was named to the International Committee of One Hundred 
of the Shakespeare Birthplace Fund, Inc.

A recent act of the British Parliament lists the primary objective of 
the committee as promoting the appreciation and study of the works of William 
Shakespeare in every part of the world..

Other duties include preserving Shakespeare's birthplace and other 
Shakespearian properties, maintaining a museum and library of books, 
manuscripts, pictures, and objects of antiquity which refer to Shakespeare's life, works and times.

************
MINING DEVELOPMENT TOPIC AT AIME MEET

Mineral industry development in the emerging nations of South America 
was the topic discussed by Prof. Roland Erickson, of the University of Alaska's 
Mineral Engineering Department, at this month's meeting of the Alaska Section, 
American Institute of Mineral Engineers.

The speaker, recently appointed to the UA faculty, spent 12 years as 
a consulting mining engineer in various parts of South America. He also 
spent one year as a Visiting Professor of Mining Engineering at the 
Univeridad de Oriente, Venezuela.

* * * * * * * * * * * *

DAILY NEWS-MINER FEATURE AWARD ESTABLISHED
A monthly award for the best feature article written by a journalism 

student at the University of Alaska will be presented by the Fairbanks 
Daily News-Miner.

The competition, to be known as the News-Miner "Feature of the Month" 
award, wilx begin in February with entries due Feb. 10 at the journalism office, 109 Bunnell.

In announcing the award, President William R. Wood said "this should 
give needed encouragement to the journalism students to write more and better features."

The winner will receive $20 and the article will be published in the 
News-Miner, according to Publisher C. W. Snedden, who originated the award.
The competition is open to all students enrolled in journalism courses at 
the University's main campus. Maximum length is 750 words.

* * * * * * * * * * *
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MUSEUM WORKSHOP SESSIONS PLANNED FOR SITKA
Workshop sessions in exhibit planning and production in a small museum, 

sponsored by the university museum and the Division of Statewide Services, 
will be held in Sitka March 20 through 23.

The workshop will consist of lectures, laboratory sessions, films, 
slides and tours using the facilities of the Sheldon Jackson Museum, the 
Sitka Centennial Center and the Sitka National Monument Visitor s Center, 
according to L. J. Rowinski, director of the UA Museum.

For more information, interested persons may contact the museum on 
campus.

* * * * * * * * * * * * *

FILM FARE
Weekend ASUA movies, Friday, Saturday and Sunday 7 p.m. in Schaible 

Auditorium "The Secret Invasion."
Foreign film group, "Billy Liar", (British) 8 p.m. Tuesday and 

5:30 and 8 p.m. Wednesday, Schaible Auditorium.



Thursday, February 1

1:00 p.m. IEEE Film Seminar —  Mines Auditorium
6:00 p.m. AWS —  Home Ec Lounge
7:00 p.m. College Wildlife Assoc. —  318 Duckering
7:00 p.m. Theata Club —  Alumni (Patty) Lounge
7:00 p.m. Drama Tryouts —  Schaible
7:30 p.m. Winter Carnival Committee —  205 SUB

Friday, February 2

7:00 p.m. ASUA movies: "The Defector" & "Secret Invasion" —
7:00 p.m. Drama Tryouts —  Music Building
7:30 p.m. Basketball: Nanooks vs. St. Martin's —  Patty Gym

Saturday, February 3

7:00 p.m. ASUA movies: "The Defector" & "Secret Invasion" —
7:00 p.m. Baha'i Fireside Discussion —  Home Ec Lounge
7:30 p.m. Basketball: Nanooks vs. St. Martin's —  Patty Gym

Sunday, February A

3:00 p.m. Play Reading —  Home Ec Lounge
7:00 p.m. ASUA movies: "The Defector" & "Secret Invasion" —
5:00 p.m. Student Senate —  Commons Lounge
Monday, February 5

3:00 p.m. Housing Advisory —  SUB Lounge
5:15 p.m. SPURS —  Commons Lounge
7:30 p.m. International Club —  SUB Lounge
8:00 p.m. Alpine Club —  Schaible

Tuesday, February 6

2:00 p.m. Traffic Committee —  205 SUB
6:00 p.m. Circle K Club —  Commons Lounge
7:00 p.m. Math Club —  115 Duckering
7:30 p.m. IEEE —  318 Duckering
8:00 p.m. Film Group movie: "Billy Liar" —  Schaible

Wednesday, February 7

Schaible

Schaible

Schaible

5:30 & 8:00 Film Group movie: "Billy Liar" —  Schaible
7:00 p.m. Play Reading —  110 Bunnell


