AUTOMATIC ALARM ALERTS STATION:

UA FIREMEN SQUELCH MONDAY NIGHT FIRE IN ALASKA VATER LAB

mhe University fire department
put the damper on a potentially
explosive fire in the Alaska Water
Laboratory Monday night after the
building's automatic alarm system
signaled campus firemen.

Alerted at 8:59 p.m., the UA
fire company rushed up the West
Ridge to the federal laboratory
complex which houses the Alaska
Water Laboratory and the Arctic
Health Research Laboratory —— the
only building on campus directly
linked to the fire station by an
automatic fire alarm system.

Once in the building, fire crews
entered the lab of Dr. Darrell
williams, a research physiologist
at AWL, and extinguished a counter-
top fire using 20-1lbs. of chemical
agents and 15 1bs. of C02,

The fire, according to Chief
Willard C. "Buck" Whitaker, was
causad by a malfunction in an oven
thermostat system which allowed
the oven to overheat, and set fire
to a wooden countertop. The fire
which took one life and gutted the
University Dining Commons last June
began in much the same way when a
temperature control failed in a
deep fat fryer.

AWI, administrator Clarence F.
Lintz praised Whitaker and his
student crew for their fast, ef-
ficient action which limited damage
to an estimated $2,000.

He added that the cost could
have been considerably higher as
the lab housad more than $50,000

in laboratory equipment as well as
bottles and tanks of such explosive
volitiles as ether, chloroform,
hydrogen, and oxygen.

UA's fire department is staffed
by students who receive free hous-
ing in the fire station as compen-
sation for being part-time fire-
fighters. Undergraduates who an-
swered Monday night's summons to
the West Ridge were: assistant
chief John Patterson, engine cap-
tains Steve Graf and John Wood,
Tom Monk, Jan Dick, Charlie Cary,
Richard Odsather, Andy Payne, Lee
DeSpain, Randy Pitney, and John
Sweet.

A fire engine, on loan to the
university from Eielson Air Force
Base;, was used to fight the fire
while one of UA's two engines was
undergoing repairs.

SARGENT: ALARM ONE YEAR AWAY

An automatic electronic fire
alarm net linking all campus
buildings to the fire station was
approved by Alaskan voters last
November as part of the university
sity's £8.8 million bond issue.
Charles Sargent, executive director
of planning and operations, said
preliminary engineering studies
concerning installation of the
detection-alarm system are under-
way, but added that it will take a
year or more to make the complex
system operational. Until that
time, the only way to report a fire
or summon assistance is to dial
extension 7333.

























