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how t. neil davis learned 
to stop worrying and love 
the aurora —  see page 3
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Krecji Lecture a t 4 : 3 Q  p.m. Today

FESTIVAL OF ARTS CONTINUES WITH POET RECITAL, ART CRITIC LECTURE
The Festival of Arts continues 

its schedule of lectures and enter
tainment today with two programs.

A lecture on "Science, Humanity, 
and Responsibility" will be given 
by Rudolph Krejci at 4:30 p.m. to
day in Duckering Auditorium. He 
will discuss a new type of social 
responsibility produced after World 
War II and the role scientists have 
played in fields which were dominated 
by humanistic thinkers.

James R. Ludwig, program director 
of KUAC-FM, will present a documen
tary film called "Blackfeet Country: 
Where Buffalo Roamed" at 8 p.m. in 
Schaible Auditorium. The film de
picts how the Blackfeet Indians are 
attempting to deal with the future 
of their economy.

Poet William Stafford will give 
a recital at 8 p.m. Friday in 
Schaible Auditorium. He taught 
school at one time in Alaska and is 
now professor of English at Lewis 
and Clark College in Portland, Ore. 
Stafford will be making his second 
appearance at the university. He 
was sponsored here last year by the 
English Department.

His books include "Traveling 
Through The Dark" and "The Rescued 
Year" which were published by 
Harper's.

Dr. Richard McLanathan, noted 
New York art critic, will speak on 
"American Art Today" at 8 p.m. Sat
urday in Duckering Auditorium. He 
was one of the founders of the New 
York Council on the Arts. He is a 
consultant to the council and serves 
as art consultant to several large 
corporations.

Recently he published a book 
"Images of the Universe" which tells 
of Leonardo da Vinci's career as

artist, scientist, and engineer.
His articles appear in many art 
publications and he has contributed 
to The World Encyclopedia of Art 
and the Encyclopedia Britannica.

The working museum exhibit fea
turing native craft in bead work
ing, ivory carving and birch bark 
work will be held from 1 p.m. to 
5 p.m. in the University Museum on 
Saturday and Sunday. The exhibit 
will also be held on the next two 
weekends.

The Creative Writing Workshop 
will present a recital of student 
works at 2 p.m. Sunday in Schaible 
Auditorium.

A lecture entitled "Alaska's 
Native Languages" will be given by 
Dr. Michael Krauss at 8 p.m. Monday 
in Duckering Auditorium. Krauss 
will speak on the native languages 
of Alaska and describe their aca
demic significance and their impor
tance for the social present and 
future of Alaskan natives.

"An Evening In Spain" with music 
and poetry from Spain will be pre-t 
sented at 8 p.m. Tuesday in 
Schaible Auditorium. Jean-Paul 
Billaud and David Williams of the 
Music Department will collaborate 
with students and with faculty 
of the Department of Linguistics 
and Foreign Languages.

UNIVERSITY ASSEMBLY MEETS FRIDAY

The University Assembly will 
meet at 3:30 p.m. Friday in the 
Nanook Lounge of the Patty Building. 
A committee including Ed Webking, 
assistant professor of political 
science, and Dr. Dan Hawkins, as
sociate professor of geology will 
report on a faculty and course 
evaluation program.
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HOW T. NEIL DAVIS LEARNED TO STOP WORRYING AND LOVE THE AURORA
by Dennis Cowals

The true story of how the assistant director of the Geophysical 
Institute learned to stop worrying and love the aurora begins with a 
twist because Dr. T. Neil Davis and the institute's phalanx of scien
tists, armed to the teeth with almost every conceivable weapon available 
in the arsenal of science, still don't claim to understand the pheonomenon 
in its entirety after nearly 20 years of study.

As a result, Davis' affair with the flickering, wispy aurora is more 
of an infatuation. Even he would be among the first to admit it's dif
ficult to be intimate with an enigma.

During a 1966 session of NATO's Advanced Study Institute, Davis 
likened the aurora to women.

"No two are ever alike," he told his international audience.

In a spirited debate with a distinguished American scientist about 
the metaphysical merits of airglow vis-a-vis the aurora, Davis stopped 
quoting proton and plasma to categorically state that airglow was about 
as scientifically stimulating as a "slow, fat, and lazy woman," while the 
rippling green curtains of the polar regions provided the almost hypnotic 
intellectual compulsion of a "lithe and lively, young woman.

"The aurora is a fun thing to study," Davis contends, "because you
can see what it's doing in the sky as well as on your instruments." Synco
pating his discourse with huffs and puffs on his pipe, he said, "But 
equally fascinating are the things you can't see. Almost anything you can 
measure but can't quite understand is scientifically exciting."

Between smokesignals, Davis explained he first took interest in the 
miasmatic curtains of the aurora borealis during his undergraduate days 
at the University of Alaska. But there comes a time in every man's life —  
even a scientist's -- when his father, or someone cast in the father 
image, takes him aside, out of earshot of the kitchen, to point out the 
poignant nuances and verisimilitudes of life.

Davis remembers the day Dr. Christian T. Elvey, director of the
Geophysical Institute at the time, brought him up short with a point blank
pronouncement: "Either you study seismology or you study the aurora, but
at any rate it's time to do a dissertation."

Davis dutifully delivered and accepted his doctorate —  euphemistical
ly referred to by some scientific wags as a "union card" —  at UA's 1961 
commencement exercises.

Between barium clouds, Davis still dabbles in seismology. Like a 
parent charting a child's growth on a penciled line, he is systematically 
plotting the progress of a crack up his office wall, noting the date of 
each earthquake. During the 16 months between the Great Fairbanks Earth
quakes of 1967 and last October's magnitude 6.7 Rampart shock, his crack- 
seismograph climbed nine inches and a jiggle. "I'm not quite sure what

CONT. ON PAGE 4
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DR. T. iJEIL DAVIS (c o n t . f r o m p ag e 3)
this all means," he intones with due scientific ambiguity, "but when the 
crack (now seven feet long) reaches the ceiling, we're (Davis and his^ 
secretary, Judy Holland) going to move out and get us a new building.

Back in the early days of aurora research, when all-sky cameras were 
the last word in research tools —  an instrument Davis helped deve °P 
for the International Geophysical Year that has since gained world-wide 
acceptance —  Davis was interested primarily in the morphology of the
aurora.

But he soon realized the shape of things to come and took an active
interest in rocketry before the bandwagon became a steamroller. We
realized that we couldn't understand the aurora unless we also understoo 
what was happening in the magnetosphere, and you just can|t figure that
out sitting on the ground," he said, rapping his pipe against an ashtray
for proper punctuation.

He came back from NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center with first-hand 
experience and a notion that what the Geophysical Institute really needed
was a rocket range.

"A lot of people here have been working to get a range for years," 
he said. But now that the notions of 1962 have reached fruition in fire 
and steel in 1969, Davis and the others participating in the shots - 
numbering into the hundreds -- have learned they are uncovering new un 
knowns with each problem they think they’ve solved. "It s a pretty com 
plicated business," he observes, frowning and shaking his head slowly 
from side to side.

Since Poker Flats became operational he has noted an overriding cur
rent of excitement at the institute. "Everyone working on the projec 
senses how important it is," he says, "and they've become completely in
volved, putting in many more hours than they'll ever be paid for.

Pulling out a 40-mile to the inch map of Alaska he jabbed a finger 
at a penciled line extending northwest from Fairbanks to Point Lay on e
Arctic coast. "That's the track of the second barium cloud, he said 
excitedly. "We really learned something new that night.' Davis admits 
the frenetic round-the-clock pace has given many institute personne a 
perpetual bleary-eyed Monday-morning look, "but there isn t any other y 
we can do it."

He feels research is a good gauge of a nation's intellectual muscle 
tone. "When a country stops doing basic research, everything starts go g 
downhill from there." Optical pumping, as he recalls, wasjust a labo
ratory curiosity a few years ago, "and now the possible applications 
the laser (the offspring of the optical pump) seem limitless.

He isn't worried about finding an immediate, practical application 
for his aurora research or his new-found knowledge about the earth s 
electric field —  the raison d* etre for the barium clouds. Someday some
body will," he postulates, "Perhaps 20 years from now or 200, but it all 
has to start with basic research.

CONT. ON PAGE 8
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ERSKINE CALDWELL 
...Tales from a typewriter

A VIEW OF ERSKINE PRESTON CALDWELL 
FROM THE FRONT ROW OF SCHAIBLE HALL

By Larry Carpenter

Looking far more dapper than the average 
cracker, Georgia-born Erskine Preston Caldwell 
ruminated for an hour or so Monday night in 
Schaible Hall, gently extracting mature tit
ters from a crowd of mature admirers who re
membered Tobacco Road when it was hot off the 
press and first in the hot little hands of the 
pre-Grove Press age group.

Caldwell sounded like Mel Blanc's version 
of Elmer Fudd, but for storytelling it was 
just fine, and at times mesmerizing -- almost 
transporting we oldsters back to those good 
days when censors in Boston cared about what 
was read by the younger generation, and when 
Caldwell's earthy writings were what both 
cared about most.

From our front-row seat, Caldwell seemed 
his 66 years —  heavy-jowled, weathered face 
topped by unparted, silver-gray hair in a 
style not unlike that of Napoleon. And it 
fit our conqueror. Yet, if he had told us he 
was a Georgia dirt farmer who had made good, 
we might have believed it.

He spoke of memorable minutia (much of it 
probably apocryphal) -- of his beloved type
writer, of Baltimore (of all places), and of 
his dashing Hong Kong tailored suit made of 
canary-yellow/hamburger-mustard British wool.

But Monday night his dress was richly con
servative, dark, with vest and navy-blue tie. 
Tortoise-shell glasses, the leather glass 
case stuffed in left breast pocket. Un
starched but expensive white shirt. Proof 
that some novelists make it.

For us, .another worthwhile evening in 
Schaible, and another success for this year's 
Festival of Arts. Lee Salisbury's "A Funny 
Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum" fol
lowed by an evening with Mr. Caldwell will be 
hard to follow.



NANOOK NEWS PAGE S I X _____________ MAR, 20, 1969

B A I L E Y  & C O M P A N Y
By Bailey & Company

JANICE DUNCAN has joined the Com
puter Center Staff as an administra
tive secretary. Formerly a graduate 
assistant in the English Department 
of the university, Janice is now 
associate editor of Random Bits, 
computer center's newsletter.

& & & & & & & & &

SHERRILL KINDER, accounts payable 
clerk in the Accounting Department, 
terminates tomorrow, Friday, March 
21. She will accompany her husband, 
an Army Specialist 5 at Ft. Wain- 
wright, who is rotating to 
Savannah, Ga.

& St &  &  Si &  & St St

In typing mimeograph stencils, 
set the machine tension heavy to 
cut through the stencil. If you 
use the underscore for lines, change 
the tension to medium. For typing 
offset paper masters, set the ten
sion light or medium light so that 
you do not cut the master.

When correcting a mistake on a 
mimeograph stencil, be certain that 
you cover the mistake no more than 
twice with correction fluid and 
that the fluid is completely dry 
before striking over.

& & & & & & & & &

The Stenographic Center is now 
open Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon. 
Users of the center's services may 
pick up or leave work during those 
hours as well as use the xerox 
machine.

Note Well Department

In the Dec. 19, 1968, issue of 
the Nanook News, this column con
tained information that needs to be 
repeated:

When deciding what method of 
duplicating to use, the following 
schedule is recommended for any 
number of masters or stencils:

Copies

less than 50 
50 - 750 
750. - 2,500 
2,500 - 10,000

Machine

xerox or ditto 
mimeograph 
offset (paper) 
offset (metal)

Using the xerox machine for short 
runs means faster service and great
er economy. Just remember that the 
master (or original copy) should be 
typed on clean white paper and 
should be free of smudges and typo
graphical errors.

Typewriter type-faces should be 
cleaned before typing stencils or 
offset masters.

& & & & & & & & &
FROM THE MAIL ROOM: Once you

have dropped your mail at the mail 
room it is too late to rectify er
rors. The mail room personnel do 
not have the time and therefore 
should not be expected to search 
through the mail to find an en
velope containing your error!

& & & & & & & & &
Faculty and staff who have re

fund checks coming to them from 
the retirement program may pick 
them up from the Office of the 
Comptroller.

Nanook News, the facuity-§taff 
bulletin of the University of 
Alaska, is published each Thurs
day during the academic year by 
the Dept, of News Services, 117 
Bunnell Bldg., phone 479-7581. 
Dean Mariner, editor; Dennis 
Cowals and Larry Carpenter, con
tributors; Madeline Shuler, pro
duction assistant. All media 
may quote and reprint without 
permission.

& & & & & & & & & &
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DARNELL ATTENDS CONFERENCE 
ON RURAL SCHOOLS AS EVALUATOR

Frank Darnell, head of the Educa
tion DePartment attended a meeting of 
the National Federation for the Im
provement of Rural Education this 
week in Denver, Colo.

Darnell, who serves on the execu
tive committee and is chairman of the 
Committee on Innovation and Inven
tion, was selected to summarize and 
evaluate the meeting which ends to
day .

Darnell said the meeting was the 
first national conference for the 
organization, which includes univer
sity and college instructors as well 
as state and public school officials 
and representatives of regional 
educational laboratories and founda
tions .

The federation was founded m  
1965 by a group of concerned educa
tors from rural areas, he said.
Alaska has been represented since 
the group was started. The federa
tion is supported by state depart
ments of education and univer
sities and colleges.

HELP WANTED FOR MT. McKINLEY OIL
A Sydney Laurence oil of Mt. 

McKinley usually hangs in the Office 
of the President, but this month it 
is in Salt Lake City being photo
graphed for four-color reproduction 
on the cover of the 1969-70 Univer
sity Catalog.

Now University Relations writers 
want to prepare a cover blurb for 
the catalog, writing a few words 
about Laurence's McKinley oil and 
how the university acquired it.

Thus far, no one has furnished 
the information. If you can help, 
please phone Larry Carpenter at 
7581.

EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH CENTER 
TO STUDY NEEDS OF STATE SCHOOLS

The university has established 
a research and development center 
on education, it was announced by 
Dr. Donald Theophilus, academic 
vice president,

The center, within the Education 
Department, was started in response 
to the demands on education by an 
ever changing society, Theophilus 
said. Theophilus announced the 
center to a meeting of Phi Delta 
Kappa, society of teachers, last 
week at Lathrop High School,

He said Dr. Charles K. Ray, 
former dean of the College of Be
havioral Sciences and Education, 
will be coordinator of the center 
when he returns from sabbatical 
leave next fall. Ray is doing 
research in behavioral sciences and 
reviewing programs of the "cul
turally different" on a Ford Foun
dation grant. He will also study 
methods of training and retraining 
teachers who would work with dis
advantaged youth in Alaska.

Frank Darnell, who recommended 
the center and who is head of the 
Education Department, will be co
ordinator for the center for the 
remainder of the academic year.

Goals of the center include:

1. Developing research projects 
and serving as a contracting agent 
for research projects.

2. Conducting research of in
terest to schools in the state and 
to the university. ...

3. Assisting local school dis
tricts in research projects.

4. Publishing research findings.
The state's Curriculum Advisory 

Committee recommended the university 
conduct such work at its last meetin 
and asked the university to provide 
consultants to public schools.
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DR. T. NEIL DAVIS (c o n t . f r o m p a g e 4)

"Everytime a scientist has a new 
idea or develops a new gadget some
body practical, like an engineer or 
a newsman, jumps up and says 'But 
what good is it?'" Davis candidly 
confessed he used to worry about 
being on the receiving end of that 
loaded question and others like it 
until he attended one of Dr. Sydney 
Chapman's seminars and heard the 
octogenarian field that game hackle- 
raising query with all the finese 
of an Olivier.

As Davis tells it, Dr. Chapman, 
the institute's advisory scientific 
director and a physicist of inter
national stature for more than half 
a century, paused until a proper 
silence filled the room, glared at 
the questioning interloper over the 
bridge of his spectacles, only thinly 
veiling his contempt, and returned 
a broadside:

"'What good is a newborn baby?'" 
Chapman snapped back ending all 
extraneous utterances from the floor 
for the duration of the seminar.

"And I've never worried about 
that question since then," Davis 
says with obvious relief.

Research serves a dual purpose in 
his scheme of things.

"In addition to learning new 
things about the world around us, 
research provides a practical nuts- 
and-bolts approach to teaching grad
uate students and keeping them in
terested in science," he said.
There's a world of difference, he 
maintains, between learning the 
theory and techniques of scientific 
research in projects dealing with 
true unknowns compared to rote labo
ratory exercises with make-believe 
problems and textbook answers.

Neil Davis is an unusual man, a 
mellowed blend of scientist, scholar,

philosopher, teacher, and rock
eteer , tempered by time and 
catalyzed into thought each time 
he sees the flickering green wisps 
men call the aurora dancing 
through Arctic skies.

From Central Personnel

FACULTY STUDY AND TRAVEL NOTES
The Office of Central Personnel 

has received a booklet describing 
Higher Educational Training Pro
grams available for 1969 - 70 under 
Part E of the Education Professions 
Development Act of 1967, which 
amends Title V of the Higher Educa
tion Act of 19 65. Included under 
this authority are fellowship, 
institute, short-term training pro
grams, and special projects.

The objective of these training 
programs is to assist institutions 
of higher education in meeting 
critical shortages of highly qual
ified personnel who are serving or 
preparing to serve as teachers, 
administrators, or educational 
specialists in two and four-year 
colleges and universities.

HARING APPOINTED COORDINATOR 
OF UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS PROGRAM

Robert C. Haring, head of the 
Department of Business Administra*- 
tion has been appointed coordinator 
of a graduate studies program at 
the University of Arkansas.

He will become coordinator of 
Graduate Studies in Business and 
Economics at Arkansas beginning 
July 1, it was announced by Dr. 
Donald Theophilus, academic vice 
president of UA. Haring has been 
head of the business program here 
since 1964.

At Arkansas he will work on 
planning and implementing j new MBA 
programs and on several depart
mental Ph.D. programs.
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PATRICIA BRESETT, VICTOR FISCHER 
PARTICIPATE IN CONFERENCE ON JOBS

Mrs. Patricia Bresett of the 
Southcentral Regional Center and 
Victor Fischer, director of the 
Institute of Social, Economic, and 
Government Research, will partici
pate in a two-day conference on 
jobs starting today.

The "Fairbanks Regional Job 
Development Conference" is being 
held at the Boatel today and 
tomorrow. Today's activities be
gin with a luncheon and a keynote 
address by Harrison C. Jamison of 
Atlantic Richfield Co.

Mrs. Bresett, who works at the 
Elmendorf-Ft, Richardson Unit of 
the university, will sit on a 
panel on employment as a resource 
member beginning at 2 p.m today

Fischer will moderate a panel 
on economic development at 8:30 
a.m. tomorrow.

According to Willard Bowman, 
executive director of the Alaska 
State Commission for Human Rights, 
the meeting is being held to ex
plore ways to bring jobs and 
Alaskans together. Discussion of 
economic development in Fairbanks 
will be featured on Friday.

KUAC SPECIAL OF THE WEEK
A speech by Nicholas John

son, member of the Federal 
Communications Commission, 
will be featured on the KUAC- 
FM Special-of-the-Week at 1 
p.m. Sunday.

His talk on "The Financing 
of Educational Broadcasting" 
was given before a meeting 
of the National Association 
of Educational Broadcasters 
in 1968.

INTERNAL AFFAIRS MEMORANDUM #1
From the Desk of 

Harrison Schmidlap3 LL.D, 
Director3 Office cf Internal Affairs

1. Because of the highly sensi
tive nature of the education businesr 
there is a close resemblance between 
death and a University of Alaska 
administrator's natural working at
titude .

2. We fear that one of cur admin
istrators could die at his desk and 
not be discovered for months there
after. Further, we suspect that 
some we know would not even fall 
over, hence removing a clue to detec
tion .

3. Therefore, if after several 
hours an administrator has not moved 
or changed position at his desk, the 
Office of Internal Affairs will in
vestigate «=

4t The investigation will be 
made quietly to prevent waking a 
member of our administration who is 
only sleeping,,

5. Others are encouraged to in
vestigate also. If you have doubts 
about the true condition of the 
administrator in question, we sug
gest you extend him a paycheck -
it's a fine test. If the adminis
trator does not reach for it, you 
may reasonably assume he has passed 
away. However, we should note there 
have been several cases in our ex
perience where the deceased admin
istrator's instinct was so strongly 
developed that a spasmodic clutch
ing reflex action occurred.

NOON HOUR AT POOL OPEN TO FACULTY

Conditioning swimming hours for 
faculty and staff will be held on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from noon to 
1 p.m. at the Patty Building pool, 
according to Jim Martin, aquatics 
supervisor. More information is 
available from the Department of 
Health, Physical Education, and 
Recreation at ext. 7205,



ACTIVITY CALENDAR 
March 21 - 29, 1969

Friday. March 21
3:30 p.m. University Assembly —  Patty Lounge
4:00 p.m. Food Advisory —  Viking Conference Room
7:00 p.m. McIntosh Open House
8:00 p.m. ASUA movies —  Dining Commons
8:00 p.m. "An Evening with William Stafford" —  Schaible

Saturday, March 22.
7:00 p.m. Moore Hall Open House
8:00 p.m. ASUA movies —  Dining Commons
8:00 p.m. Richard McLanathan lecture: "American Art Today 318 Ducke ing

Sunday, March 23
2:00 p.m. Student Poetry Reading —  Schaible
7:00 p.m. Interest Films sponsored by SUB Board SUB Lounge
8:00 p.m. ASUA movies —  Dining Commons

Monday. March 24
7:00 p.m. Circle K Club —  Home Ec Lounge
8:00 p.m. Michael Krauss lecture: "Alaska’s Native Languages" —  318 Duckering

Tuesday. March 25
11:00 a.m. Housing Advisory —  Viking Conference Room
5:30 p.m. SPURS —  Viking Conference Room
7:00 p.m. Interest Films sponsored by SUB Board SUB^Lounge
8:00 p.m. "An Evening in Spain" (music and poetry recital) Schaible

Wednesday, March 26
4:00 p.m. Dorm Presidents meeting —  Viking Conference Room
5:00 p.m. Student Senate —  Common? Lounge
7:00 p.m. Baha'i Fireside Discussion —  Home Ec Lounge

Thursday, March 27
7:00 p.m. Glenn Beaudry & John Hulbert: "Poems & Other Words (poetry recita.̂

318 Duckering 
7:00 p.m. Wildlife Association —  SUB Lounge


