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vol. xi/no. 35 nanook news
46th Commencement

MASTER'S CANDIDATES TO SET U N IV ER SITY RECORD
A record number of master's degree candidates will help boost the 

expected number of graduates for the university's 46th annual commence
ment exercises to above the 300 mark for the first time.

Master's candidates at present total 114 students, compared to 81
who received this degree last year the previous high mark. A total
of 310 students are now prospective candidates for a degree and this 
number includes six candidates for a doctorate in philosophy.

Commencement exercises will be held at 10 a.m. Monday, May 20, in 
the Patty Gymnasium. Two persons, distinguished for their public 
service to the federal government and to Alaska, will be the speakers.

They are William C. Herrington, former special assistant for 
fisheries and wildlife to the Secretary of State, and Joseph H.
FitzGerald, chairman of the Federal Field Committee for Development 
Planning in Alaska. Herrington lives in Staffordville, Conn. and serves 
as a consultant to the Secretary of State. FitzGerald is based in 
Anchorage and was appointed to his present post by President Lyndon 
Johnson in 1965.

After the exercises, a commencement luncheon for graduates and 
visitors will be held in the Commons. The number of expected graduates 
will boost the university's total graduates to more than 2,510. The 
university's first graduate, John J. Shanly, Class of 1923, lives in 
Buffalo, N.Y.

Preceding commencement will be Baccalaureate on Sunday, May 19.
The service will begin at 2 p.m. in Patty Gymnasium. The speaker will 
be the Rev. Dr. Walter A. Soboleff, grand president of the Alaska Native 
Brotherhood. After the service, the Alumni Association will host a 
reception in the lobby of the Patty Building for the graduates.

The day's activities will continue at 3:45 p.m. with the dedication 
of the university heating plant in memory of Ben J . Atkinson, the 
university's first director of Physical Plant and Campus Planning. 
Participating in the ceremony will be Atkinson's mother Mrs. Ben J.
Atkinson Sr. of LaPorte, Ind. and his widow, Mrs. Ben J. Atkinson, a 
former regent of the university. The ceremonies will be held at the 
ground floor entrance to the plant. Tours of the plant will be conducted 
after the ceremony.

Saturday, May 18, will be Alumni Day on campus. The Alumni Associ
ation will meet for lunch at 12:30 p.m. in the Commons and will hold its 
annual banquet at 7 p.m. at the Fairbanks Curling Club at 1962 Second 
Avenue. All faculty-staff members are invited to attend the banquet, 
which will be sponsored by the Fairbanks Chapter of the Alumni Association. 
Tickets at $6 each may be purchased in the Alumni Office in the Student 
Union Building.
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MELANGE NOOK
Assembled by Larry Carpenter

THAT'S A UNIQUE promo leaflet the Department of Journalism has 
printed to provide facts to prospective "J" students. But as with 
many good things, it poses problems. "The half-moon cover has to be 
scissored by hand," Prof. JIMMY BEDFORD said snxppingly.

*  *  *

MORE THAN 650 poems were entered in this year's Spring Poetry 
Contest, sponsored by the College of Arts and Letters and conducted by 
Prof. OLIVER EVERETTE. Faculty members DR. ROBERT E. HAINES, MRS.
GREETA K. BROWN and JAMES HADRA judged the deluge. Entries were up 45 
per cent over 1967, with a staggering 495 entries by the state's grade 
schoolers.

* * *

BOB TRUETT, our night security man, always has a friendly word 
for us when he makes his evening rounds. So here's one for him -
congratulations! His daughter, ROSE TRUETT, was recently elected 
president of the senior class at Lathrop High School. First time for 
a girl, too.

*  *  *

APPROPRIATE TO THE SEASON, this week's Computer Center seminar 
will feature scheduling of final examinations, STEVE GELLER, assistant 
computer scientist, will lead discussion. It's 11 a.m., Friday, May 10, 
in the center's user room.

*  *  *

LAURENCE WYATT, lecturer in English, has published seven articles 
during this academic year. The most recent are "Color Hungry" in 
Discourse, a review of the liberal arts, and "Me 'N Homer" in The 
Drummer  ̂ a literary quarterly.

*  *  *

JEANESSE SHEPPARD, 4-H Leader in Mountain Village, authored two- 
page article for National 4-H News magazine titled "4-H'ers Spark 
Beautification of Mountain Village." The state's 4-H program is 
administered by UA's Cooperative Extension Service. Mountain Village, 
incidentally, is an Eskimo village of 372 persons near mouth of Yukon 
River.

*  *  *

\FOR MORE Melange Nook, turn to page 7. Entirely optional.
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RAYMOND B,  ROOF
Raymond 3. Roof, design engineer at the Geophysical Institute, 

died early Thursday morning at his Ballaine Road home after a long 
illness.

Private services are pending, and his wife, Dr. Brina Kessel Roof, 
dean of the College of Biological Sciences and Renewable Resources, 
requests that any remembrances be directed in his name to the Greater 
Fairbanks Memorial Hospital Fund.

Mr. Roof joined the faculty as assistant professor of physics 
and geophysics in July, 1954 when Dr. Willibald Weniger, nationally 
recognized physicist and electrical engineer was in charge of that 
program here. Mr. Roof also taught part time in the Department of 
Electrical Engineering before becoming associated on a full time basis 
with the Geophysical Institute.

He was born on December 22, 1900, in Climax, Michigan and earned 
his Bachelor of Science degree with distinction in physics from the 
University of Michigan in 1925. He was elected to Phi Beta Kappa that 
same year. He received a Master of Science degree in physics from the 
University of Michigan in 1940 and was a General Electric Science 
Fellow at Case Institute of Technology, Cleveland, Ohio, in 1953.

He taught physics, chemistry and higher mathematics for 24 years 
at Battle Creek Senior High School in Michigan. For 12 years he was 
part time engineer of Radio Station WELL in Battle Creek. He designed 
and built the transmitter for that station.

In 1942 Mr. Roof left both the school and the radio station and 
worked for six years at Eaton Manufacturing Company in Battle Creek.
He was electrical superintendent and electrical engineer and developed 
photoelectric and induction heating apparatus. He also spent two 
years as assistant general manager of Central Electric Supply Company 
in Battle Creek.

Mr. Roof was known in the community as a man with a deep esthetic 
appreciation of the outdoors. One of his strong interests was 

| photography of birds and other animals.

UA-FAIRBANKS COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA PERFORMS IN F T ,  YUKON
Forty-four members of the University-Fairbanks Community Orchestra 

flew to Ft. Yukon by Wien charter Tuesday to present a concert in the 
village's school assembly room.

Director Duane Mikow reported a fine reception and packed house 
for the program. He said the children were crowded up close to the 
tuba and string bass players, and there were moments when several seemed 
on the verge of exploring inside the cavernous tuba.

The visit was made possible by a grant from the Alaska Council for 
the Arts*
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DEBATE TEAMS LOOK TO NEXT YEAR
Mrs. Sheri Lawrence, coach of the university's fledgling debate 

teams, is already planning ahead to the 1968-69 tournaments.

She said, "We have been invited personally to seven tournaments 
next year and several coaches expressed an interest in our university 
holding an invitational here,"

Mrs. Lawrence explained that "the University of Hawaii has very 
large participation in its invitational and we believe a similar 
tournament at the University of Alaska would attract wide attention."

A speech instructor, Mrs. Lawrence helped her freshmen debators 
take a giant stride forward this spring by entering them in the 
University of Montana's "Big Sky" tournament in Missoula.

It was the first major competition for the young debators, but 
they scored wins against the College of Idaho, University of Montana, 
University of North Dakota and University of Washington.

The debators, all from Fairbanks, are Ginger Baim, Richard Smith,
Bob Kies and Mike Sunderland.

* * * * * * * * * *

N A T I O N 'S  BIRD WATCHERS PLAN ALASKA F I E L D  TRIPS
Four major field trips will be conducted when bird watchers from 

throughout the nation assemble on campus next month for the 86th annual 
meeting of the American Ornithologists' Union.

The first will be a pre-meeting trip leaving Anchorage on June 15 
and taking the birders by chartered flight to St. Paul in the Pribilof 
Islands. Participants will return to Fairbanks on June 17 to attend 
the meeting which opens June 18 and runs through June 23.

There will be three post-meeting field trips conducted concurrently 
to Nome and St. Lawrence Island, Eagle Summit, and Mt. McKinley Park.

Members of the American Ornithologists ' Union are holding their 
meeting on campus at the invitation of UA and the Fairbanks Bird Club.

More than 300 persons are expected to attend the meeting, traveling 
to the campus from throughout the United States and from several foreign 
nations.

Dr. Kessel, dean of the College of Biological Sciences and Renewable 
Resources, is chairman of the arrangements committee. She said the 
meeting will be one of the largest ever held by a national organization 
at the university.

**********

There’s one thing to be said for a good education: it enables us 
to worry about things all over the world.
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ADVISERS ON ARCTIC EN GINEERING ARE MEETING HERE
The board of advisers to the Arctic Environmental Engineering 

Laboratory is conducting its annual meeting on campus this week, 
according to an announcement by Dr. Charles E. Behlke, AEEL director.

A visit to the Naval Arctic Research Laboratory at Barrow and a 
tour of the UA campus were scheduled to supplement board meetings,

The advisory board consists of persons in various areas of engi
neering research and education. Members attending the annual meeting 
are:

Clarkson H. Oglesby, Stanford University; Charles M. Thatcher,
Pratt Institute, New York; Earl H. Moser, U.S. Naval Civil Engineering 
Laboratory, Port Hueneme, California; William P. Kimball, American 
Society of Civil Engineers, New York.

Reginald Downing, Air Force Institute of Technology, Dayton, Ohio; 
J.E. Buchanan, The Asphalt Institute, College Park, Maryland; Amos 
J. Alter, Alaska Water Laboratory; and Charles Sargent, UA Office of 
Planning and Operations.

The AEEL is a department of the College of Mathematics, Physical 
Science and Engineering. Dr. Behlke is dean of the college.

The laboratory was established in the summer of 1965 to deal 
with arctic and sub-arctic engineering problems and development.

Current research projects include development of freezer storage 
facilities at Savoonga and studies of sea ice off Nome and Kotzebue, 
environmental problems of a highway crossing for Turnagain Arm in 
Anchorage, and heat transfer problems in frozen soils.

• k ' k ' k ' k ' k - k ' k ' k ' k ' k

ROTC CADETS R E C EIV E AWARDS
Cadets Robert S. Anderson and Glenn H. Bacon received highest 

honors at the Reserve Officers' Training Corps award program during 
Governor's Day activities.

Governor Walter J. Hickel presented the Governor's Medal to 
Anderson for his demonstrated high qualities of military and academic 
leadership.

Anderson, a senior majoring in education, is from Liverpool, N.Y.

Dr. William R. Wood, UA president, awarded the President's Medal 
to Bacon. The medal is given for significant leadership contributions 
to ROTC and the university.

Bacon is a sophomore from Anchorage who is majoring in anthropology.

Both Anderson and Bacon also were presented Superior Cadet Medals.
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ISEGR PUBLISHES STUDY ON ALASKA-JAPAN TRADE RELATIONS
Alaska can expect ever-increasing economic benefits from trade 

with Japan, according to a report published by the Institute of Social, 
Economic and Government Research,

Entitled "Alaska-Japan Economic Relations," the 469-page report 
says there will be a continuing demand for Alaska’s raw materials and 
undeveloped resources because of Japan's unprecedented industrial 
growth.

"Japan's industrial machine, like that of Britain, sustains 
itself by importing crude materials and exporting finished manufactures. 
Taken together, the rapid growth of production and Japan's dependency 
on imports means a rapid absolute growth in imports and especially in 
raw materials and semi-manufactures," the report says. And it adds:

"It is not remarkable that Japanese attention should turn toward 
Alaska as a potential source of supply for these imports, since the 
state's undeveloped resources are on the whole exactly those for which 
Japan's needs are growing most rapidly."

The study represents a year's work by a research team under the 
direction of Dr. ArIon R, Tussing, associate professor of economics 
with the institute. The study was financed by the Economic Development 
Administration of the U»S. Department of Commerce.

Contributors to the study other than Dr, Tussing were Salvitore 
Comitini, associate professor of economics at Ohio State University; 
Hubert J, Gellert, president of Development Research Associates of 
Juneau; Ichirou Inukai, senior lecturer at the University of Sierra 
Leone, Freetown, West Africa; Akio Iwasaki, UA research assistant in 
animal husbandry; and Michael R. C„ Massie, UA associate professor of 
forest management.

ORDER OF MARCH FOR BACCALAUREATE,
COMMENCEMENT BEING PREPARED

All professional personnel (faculty and staff) who plan 
to march in the Baccalaureate a.nd Commencement processions 
May 19 and 20 should by now have notifed the Office of 
University Relations of their intention to do soc

Phone ext, 7272 if you have not notified the office 
that you will march or that you will be unable to, A memo
randum listing the tentative order of march is now being 
prepared.
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MELANGE NOOK (cont, from page 2)
THE SPRING issue of Challenge, a literary publication, carries a 

poem titled "Thought Is" by OLIVER EVERETTE, assistant professor of 
English. And just this week we had an opportunity to read his book 
of Alaska poems, God Has Been Northward. We recommend it highly,

* * *

ARNOL ECHOLS, executive officer in the Office of Research and 
Advanced Study, spent Monday squiring MISS HELEN RIPLEY to a multitude 
of meetings on campus. She is regional coordinator for the Graduate 
Academic Programs Branch of the Office of Education. Discussions 
covered the National Defense Education Act Title IV fellowships and 
the Title V (C) Prospective Teacher Fellowship Program,

* * *

THIRTEEN VEHICLES are about to be junked by College Auto, accord
ing to MARTIN UNDERWOOD, director of safety and security. A list of 
these vehicles, by license number and name of last owner of record, is 
available in 1 Bunnell.

* * *

GOVERNOR'S DAY last Saturday was a hectic harbinger of year's end 
activities to come.

* * *

THE DAY BEGAN with the ROTC awards program in the Patty gym. 
Dignitaries presented ribbons, medals and certificates to 22 cadets and 
BARBARA WILLEFORD, commander of the women's drill team. Only one medal 
dropped to the floor —  and no rifles -- so we guess Lt, Col. STEPHEN 
E. ANDREWS JR., professor of military science, was pleased with the 
show. And it really was a fine program, particularly the performances 
of the drill teams.

* * *

GOVERNOR WALTER J, HICKEL delivered the address to the cadets, 
calling for the university to direct more research effort toward harvest
ing food from the oceans and seas which abutt Alaska, We do have an 
Institute of Marine Science, but maybe the Governor wants an Institute 
of Fishing, too. We would gladly volunteer our services to such an 
institute. Maybe we could get funded to study salmon dipping in the 
Copper River at Chitina —  but that's not an ocean,, is it? Pardon us 
-- just spring fever,

* * *

FOR MORE Melange Nook, turn to page 8. Entirely optional.
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\
MELANGE NOOK (cont, from page 7)

A PREPARED TEXT was icrnored by Governor Hickel, which caused some 
fluster among his aides. One muttered, "He didn't use a word of it 
-- not one word," So goes it for the hapless ghost writer,

k k k

PRECEDING THE GOVERNOR'S luncheon in the Commons, many visited 
the Upper Commons Lounge to view the Art Department's student show, 
HELMUT VAN FLEIN, department head, and art faculty WARREN OTTEMILLER 
and ARTHUR BRODY assembled the show of student work. Outstanding 
among the paintings were those of KAREN YUEN, a student from Honolulu.

* * *

AT THE LUNCHEON, ASUA recognized three faculty-staff for their 
contributions to the student body. Accepting the awards from the 
Governor were Dr, WILLIAM LOYENS, assistant professor of anthropology; 
JIMMY BEDFORD, head of the Journalism Department; and MRS. CAROL BROWN, 
secretary in the Office of Student Affairs.

* -k

GOVERNOR HICKEL had not planned to stay on campus after the 
luncheon •—  but he did, wielding the shovel first at the dormitory 
groundbreaking ceremony. He quipped, "I hope we turn many, many more 
spadefuls of dirt on this campus," Referring to the Governor and state 
legislators, President WILLIAM R, WOOD commented, "I'd like to assure 
them we are not out of projects and will give them opportunities to 
continue to lend their wise support." Then he flipped his spadeful’like 
a farmer only warming up for the south forty.

k k k

ELMER E. RASMUSON, President of the Board of Regents, handled 
introductions at the groundbreaking, saying, rather aptly, "A university 
that can't take care of its students is like a banker without any money. 
Then he changed roles ans spoke at a three-hour "Sound-Off" in the 
SUB on Sunday night, apprising students of his views on a Vietnam he 
recently visited.

^ k k k

FOR MORE Melange Nook, turn to page 9, Entirely optional.

N E W  M U S E U M  SCHEDULE

The museum' s summer schedule will go into effect May 18,
according to LU ROWINSKI, director. Doors will be open d a i 1 y
from 9 a.m, to 5 p „ m ,

Beginning in June, walking tours of the campus will 1 e a ve
the museum at 2 and 3:45 p.m, and the film "Look North" will
be shown in 120 Eielson at 1:15 and 3 p.m.
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\
MELANGE NOOK (cont, from page 8)

THE GROUNDBREAKING drew six legislators: Senators JOHN BUTROVICH,
PAUL HAGGLAND and NICK BEGICH and Representatives TED STEVENS, JOHN 
HOLM and TURY ANDERSON.

* * *

MARSHAL BILL CASHEN presided over the affair with his usual aplomb, 
but he inadvertently kept the VIP's digging outside the chalk line which 
enclosed the actual ground to be excavated, LES' GUNDERSEN had the 
very last whack at the shovel, very deliberately taking his spadeful 
from inside the chalk line —  where it counted. Two days later he did 
it in a bigger way by moving in his D-8 Cat. Gundersen is president of 
Modern Construction, general contractor for the dormitory.

* * *

BUT ACTUALLY, it was RICHARD MORIARTY of maintenance and operations 
who closed the groundbreaking. He retrieved the two gold-bladed shovels 
and carted them away —  it was over,

* *  *

FESTIVITIES closed with the Sports Awards Banquet_in ..the Commons 
where 70 athletes were recognized with letters and trophies, DON MILLER, 
acting director of University Relations, emceed the program, casually ' 
mentioning that Dr. Wood hadplayed pro basketball for nine years with 
Kelly Springfields and Michigan Mentors. This little-known fact was 
mentioned two years ago in print by a fellow now doing sports reporting 
for the Rangoon Sentinel,

* * *

DR. WOOD doesn't mind a touch of wit, however, and told the assembled 
athletes that next season he hoped it would not be necessary to give 
away dishes to get attendance at basketball games. He even hinted that 
it might be possible to charge admission to games toward season's end.

*  *  *

BEN BROOKS, acting head of the Department of Health, Physical 
Education and Recreation, and AL SVENNINGSON, basketball coach, laughed 
a lot during the talk.

*  *  *

FOR MORE Melange Nook, turn to page 10. Entirely optional.

NANOOK NEWS, the faculty-staff bulletin of the University 
of Alaska} is published each Thursday during the academic 
year by the Dept* of News Service3 103 Bunnell Bldg,
ext, 5 81,
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MELANGE NOOK (cont. from page 9)
BUT BASKETBALL seasons are like that some years, and Brooks could 

take pride in his department's rifle teams. Sgt.KEN EVANS, who coaches 
the shooters, presented his women's team —  National Intercollegiate 
Champions. And all of us have read of the achievement of ace shooter 
BARBARA DeSPAIN.

* * *

IT WAS a fine eighth annual Governor's Day,
* * *

THE BOARD of Regents will be on campus next week for the board's 
annual spring meeting, Committees of the board will begin meeting 
early in the week and the full board will begin its sessions Thursday, 
May 16. The sessions will continue through Saturday. A principal order 
of business will be the signing of diplomas for the Class of 1968.

■k k  k

CAROL ABNEY, librarian at the Geophysical Institute, has hard
bound ($5.95) and soft-bound ($2.95) copies of the book, Sydney Chapman, 
Eighty, for sale. The book is about UA's famed geophysicist for whom 
the institute's building was named recently. The library is located 
on the second floor.

*  *  *

THE BOOKSTORE will be closed for inventory May 21-24, according 
to LeROY RICH, manager. New summer hours will go into effect May 27 
—  open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday and closed Saturday.

*  *  *

GRADUATION APPAREL may be obtained at the Bookstore on this 
schedule: 9 to 5, Friday, May 17; 10 to 2, Saturday, May 18; 10 to 1, 
Sunday, May 19; and Monday before commencement.

COMMENCEMENT CALENDARS AVAILABLE

Don M i l l e r  of U n i v e r s i t y  Re la ti on s reports an ample sup p ly  of 
ca le n d a r s  of c o m m e n c e m e n t  week a c t i vi ti es  is av ai l a b l e  for d i s t r i b u t i o n  
to area se rv ice  clubs and ot he r o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

He reques ts f a c u l t y - s t a f f  me mb ers  to d i s t r i b u t e  the cal en d ar s at 
th ei r next club mee ti n gs . Phone 7272 or visit 104 Bunnell to arrange 
for a supply.



ACTIVITY CALENDAR 
May 10 - 20, 1968

Friday, May 10
8:00 a.m. Final exams begin
7:00 p.m. ASUA movies: "The Train" —  Schaible
7:00 p.m. Vets Club —  SUB Lounge

Saturday, May 11
7:00 p.m. ASUA movies: "The Train" —  Schaible

Sunday, May 12
2:15 p.m. Song Recital by Barbara Clarke —  Schaible
7:00 p.m. ASUA movies: "The Train" —  Schaible

Tuesday, May 14
9:00 p.m. College Life —  SUB Lounge

Friday, May 17
9:00 a.m. Final senior grades on file
5:00 p.m. Grades on file. End of spring semester.
7:00 p.m. ASUA movies: "Born Free" —  Schaible
Saturday, May 18

ALUMNI DAY
9:00 a.m. Alumni Association Annual Meeting —  Nanook Alumni Lounge
12:30 p.m. Alumni Luncheon —  Dining Commons
1:30 p.m. Alumni Tour of Campus from Constitution Hall
1:30 p.m. Senior Class meeting at McIntosh Hall
7:00 p.m. Alumni Banquet honoring graduates —  Fairbanks Curling Club
7:00 p.m. ASUA movies: "Born Free" —  Schaible

Sunday, May 19
2:00 p.m. Baccalaureate —  Patty Gym

Baccalaureate Reception —  Patty Building Foyer 
3:45 p.m. Heating Plant Dedication

Monday, May 20
10:00 a.m. Commencement —  Patty Gym


