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UABiol gy Prof Finds New Bred

Preussia flanaganii may be all Greek
to you, but to a botanist it’s the Latin
name of a fungus.

The English translation for
flanaganii is Flanagan, but whoever heard
of an Irish fungus?

Actually, the fungus is named for
Dr. Patrick Flanagan, assistant professor
of botany at the University of Alaska.
Originally from Ireland, with traces of the
brogue still clinging to his speech,
Flanagan came to the university by way
of McGill University in Montreal where
he earned his doctorate.

It was at McGill that Flanagan met
Brendan Boylan, a botanist now on the
McGill faculty, who named the fungus in
Flanagan’s honor.

As Flanagan explains it, “I had
received some soil from a friend who dug

it out of an irrigation ditch southwest of
Pueblo in Mexico. In working with it
Boylan and I discovered a new type of
fungus in it. I suggested to him that he
use the new fungus as the topic for his
master’s thesis.”

Boylan took up Flanagan’s sugges-
tion and, in return, named the fungus
after the Irishman. “I didn’t know he was
going to do it until I received a letter
from a friend at McGill telling me not to
be surprised if he did,” says Flanagan.

This winter Flanagan found excerpts
from the thesis on the fungus printed in
the Canadian Journal of Botany under
the title of The Cytology and Develop-
ment of Preussia flanaganii.”

To the uninitiated, fungi are plants,
some large like mushrooms and others
microscopic. The flanaganii is semi-

FUNGUS AMONG US — Dr. Patrick Flanagan of the Biology Department

microscopic. It can be seen when it is
growing on another plant or on a seed.

Flanagan, the man, not the fungus,
is a mycologist. He is now studying the
decomposition of organic remains as
caused by fungi. He explains that “Worms
don’t get you in your grave, it’s the
fungi.”

Although he has taken some good-
natured ribbing from his colleagues such
as the poetic — “We now have a real
fungus amoung us,” — Flanagan is
pleased. “In a mycological sense,” he
says, “it’s a real honor. And especially
when it’s given you by a good friend.”

Flanagan wonders if he shouldn’t
return the favor. “I’ve found some new
fungi in Alaska. Maybe I’ll name one for
Boylan.”

has been honored, sort of, by having a new type of fungus named after him.
The new breed is known as flanaganii.













