
Nanook News, Vol. 12, No. 16 (April 23, 1970)

Item Type Journal

Publisher Dept. of News Service, University of Alaska

Download date 23/05/2023 21:46:04

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/11122/3834

http://hdl.handle.net/11122/3834


vol. xii/no. 16

APRIL 23,1970

UA Biology Prof Finds New Breed

FUNGUS A M O N G  US — Dr. Patrick Flanagan of the Biology Department 
has been honored, sort of, by having a new type o f fungus named after him. 
The new breed is known as flanaganii.

Preussia flanaganii may be all Greek 
to you, but to a botanist it’s the Latin 
name o f a fungus.

The English tran sla tion  for 
flanaganii is Flanagan, but whoever heard 
o f  an Irish fungus?

Actually, the fungus is named for 
Dr. Patrick Flanagan, assistant professor 
o f botany at the University o f Alaska. 
Originally from Ireland, with traces o f  the 
brogue still clinging to his speech, 
Flanagan came to the university by way 
o f McGill University in Montreal where 
he earned his doctorate.

It was at McGill that Flanagan met 
Brendan Boylan, a botanist now on the 
McGill faculty, who named the fungus in 
Flanagan’s honor.

As Flanagan explains it, “ I had 
received some soil from a friend who dug

it out o f an irrigation ditch southwest o f 
Pueblo in Mexico. In working with it 
Boylan and I discovered a new type o f 
fungus in it. I suggested to him that he 
use the new fungus as the topic for his 
master’s thesis.”

Boylan took up Flanagan’s sugges
tion and, in return, named the fungus 
after the Irishman. “ I didn’t know he was 
going to do it until I received a letter 
from a friend at McGill telling me not to 
be surprised if he did,”  says Flanagan.

This winter Flanagan found excerpts 
from the thesis on the fungus printed in 
the Canadian Journal o f Botany under 
the title o f The Cytology and Develop
ment o f  Preussia flanaganii.”

To the uninitiated, fungi are plants, 
some large like mushrooms and others 
microscopic. The flanaganii is semi-

microscopic. It can be seen when it is 
growing on another plant or on a seed.

Flanagan, the man, not the fungus, 
is a mycologist. He is now studying the 
decomposition o f  organic remains as 
caused by fungi. He explains that “ Worms 
don’t get you in your grave, it’s the 
fungi.”

Although he has taken some good- 
natured ribbing from his colleagues such 
as the poetic — “ We now have a real 
fungus amoung us,”  — Flanagan is 
pleased. “ In a mycological sense,”  he 
says, “ it’s a real honor. And especially 
when it’s given you by a good friend.”

Flanagan wonders if he shouldn’t 
return the favor. “ I’ve found some new 
fungi in Alaska. Maybe I’ll name one for 
Boylan.”
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Festival of Music Sunday at UA
A Festival o f  Music will be presented 

at 4 p.m., Sunday in the Great Hall o f  the 
new Fine Arts Complex at the university. 
The program will feature the Concert 
Band, Choir o f  the North, and University 
Chorus. The performers will include 
approximately 170 students, members o f 
the Fairbanks community as well as 
participants from Ft. Wainwright and 
Eielson Air Force Base. Originally sche
duled for Patty Gym, the concert has 
been moved to the new facility.

Calendar
FRIDAY, April 24, Sidney Hook o f New 

York University will speak at 8 p.m. 
in Schaible Auditorium on “ Philo
sophy in the Modern World.”  

SUNDAY, April 26, Ellsworth Snyder o f 
the University o f  Wisconsin speaks 
at 8 p.m. in Schaible Auditorium on 
“ Outasight Man!”

MONDAY, April 27, Roger Slatt will 
speak at 3:45 p.m. in Brooks 201 on 
“ Past, Present, and Future (?) 
Glacial Sediment Studies in Alaska.”  

TUESDAY, April 28, Malcolm Myers o f 
the University o f  Minnesota speaks 
at 8 p.m. in 318 Duckering on “ Art 
and the University.”

WEDNESDAY, April 29, Panel Dis
cussion at noon in 407 Brooks on 
“ Applied Statistics Program at UA.”  
Jacques Tallot, cultural counsel to 

the French Ambassador to the U.S. 
speaks at 4 p.m. in 318 Duckering 
on “ The Confrontation o f  the 
Students and the Establishment in 
France”  and at 8 p.m. on “ Le 
Theatre Francais Apres L'Absurde.”  

THURSDAY, April 30, Ihab Hassan, di
rector o f the Center for the 
Humanities, Wesleyan University, 
speaks at 8 p.m. in the Upper 
Commons on “ Avant-Garde: The

The Concert Band, directed by 
Duane J. Mikow, will perform colorful 
compositions by such American com
posers as Paul Creston, William Schuman, 
and Vaclav Nelhybel. It will also include a 
transcription o f music o f  the Czech com 
poser, Bedrich Smetana. This will be the 
first appearance o f  the band in Fairbanks 
s in ce  its concert performances in 
Anchorage.

The Choir o f the North, directed by 
Charles W. Davis, will perform selections 
ranging from the American, Randall 
Thompson, to the popular “ Shenandoah”  
in an arrangement featured by the Roger 
Wagner Chorale. During the present 
semester, the Choir o f  the North toured 
through Southeastern Alaska including

performances for the state legislature.
The University Chorus which in

cludes both students and area residents 
will feature “ The Song o f Fate”  by 
Johannes Brahms. This composition is 
popular with choral groups. The piano 
transcription o f  the orchestral score will 
be performed by Ronald Swanson, a 
Fairbanks music teacher.

Concluding the Sunday festival, the 
band, choir and chorus will combine in 
excerpts from the opera “ Mefistofele”  by 
Arrigo Boito. The famous conductor o f 
bands, Glenn Cliff Bainum, has combined 
voices with band in a transcription for an 
impressive finale to the program. Mikow 
will conduct the final selection. The 
concert is free.

Walter Sullivan Speaks 
Saturday During Festival

Walter S. Sullivan, science editor o f 
The New York Times, will speak at 8 
p.m. Saturday in Schaible Auditorium on 
“ Hopes and Fears for the Year 2000.”  

Sullivan is speaking at the university 
during the 12th Festival o f  Arts, spon
sored by the College o f Arts and Letters.

Sullivan began his career with the 
Times as a copy boy after he was grad 
uated from Yale University in 1940. 
During World War II he commanded a 
converted destroyer in the Pacific and 
later went back as a Times correspondent 
to survey post-war changes.

His assignments have taken him 
around the world and to both poles. He 
coordinated the Times’ coverage o f  the 
International Geophysical Year. He is 
highly regarded by scientists, who say he 
often reads several books on a particular 
subject before attempting to cover a story 
on it.

Sullivan has been honored by many 
national organizations and his alma mater 
last year awarded him an honorary 
Doctor o f  Humane Letters degree which 
said, . .  you are bridging the gulf which 
separates the scientist from his fellow 
man.”

His book, “ We Are Not Alone,”  was 
awarded the 1964 International Non
Fiction Book Prize. In 1959 he was 
awarded the George Polk Memorial 
Award for his “ distinguished coverage o f 
the International Geophysical Year.”

His other books include “ Quest for a 
Continent,”  on the arctic, and “ Assault 
on the Unknown,”  on the IGY. He also 
co-authored with other Times writers 
“ Project Apollo” , a report on America’s 
effort to land a man on the moon. He 
also helped write “ The Soviet Union, The 
Fifty Years”  for the Times.

SRC, AMU Assign Task Force
T he U n iversity  S outhcentra l 

Regional Center and Alaska Methodist 
University have assigned a task force 
which will meet April 29 to work on 
consortium arrangements for higher 
education in Anchorage.

Dr. William E. Davis, acting dean o f 
AMU’s College o f  Liberal Arts and Dr. 
Lewis B. Haines, provost o f  SRC, said the 
task force would include students, 
faculty, and administrators o f  Anchorage 
Community College, AMU, and SRC.

Davis said last week the purpose o f 
the task force is to make recommenda
tions on consortium arrangements for the 
administrators o f  the three and to in
crease the participation o f  faculty, staff

and students in planning for higher educa
tion in Anchorage.

“ The task force will serve mainly as 
a steering committee,”  Davis said. “ Sub
committees, writing teams, and other ad 
hoc groups will prepare many o f  the 
recommendations. In this manner as 
many members o f the educational com
munities as are interested should become 
involved.”

The idea for joint planning was 
fostered last fall when the Board o f 
Regents o f  UA and the AMU Board o f 
Trustees held joint meetings to discuss 
working toward a comprehensive program 
for higher education in Anchorage.

Arts o f Silence.

NANOOK NEWS, the faculty 
staff bulletin o f  the University 
o f  Alaska, is published each 
Thursday during the academic 
year by the News Service De
partment, 108 Bunnell, phone 
479-7581. Dean Wariner, editor; 
Eddi Parker, contributor; Susan 
Lilley, production assistant. All 
media may quote and reprint 
without permission.



NANOOK NEWS PAGE 3 APRIL 23, 1970

Melange Nook
Assembled by Dean Wariner

THE GEOPH YSICAL INSTITUTE has been 
awarded a $ 1 4 ,3 0 0  grant by the National Science 
Foundation for a project under the direction o f Dr. 
Roger Sheridan and Dr. Vladimir Degen. They will 
conduct a study on “ High Spectral Resolution 
Studies o f Auroras Using an Image Intensifier Echello 
Spectrograph.”

* * *

JER R Y L. H O OK o f the Geophysical Institute 
has received a $ 6 2 ,0 0 0  grant by NSF to do a study o f  
“ Systematic Auroral Zone Measurements o f Winds by 
Meteor Radar.”  The institute also received a $ 6 9 ,0 0 0  
NSF grant for a study by Dr. Eugene Wescott and 
Hans Nielson on “ Seasonal Asymm etry o f Aurora 
Conjugacy.”

* * *

W ESCOTT and W AL LA C E B. M U R C R A Y  also 
received an NSF grant o f $ 8 4 ,0 0 0  for study o f “ Field 
Line Tracing with Barium Ions.”

* * *

DR. D O N A L D  W. H O OD, director o f the 
Institute o f Marine Science, has been appointed to  
the Advisory Board o f the Chemical Rubber Co. 
Handbook o f Marine Science.

* * *

W ALTE R  SU L L IV A N , who speaks here Satur
day, arrived earlier this week to work on a magazine 
article and a book he is preparing about Alaska. 
Sullivan, science editor o f The New York Times, filed 
several stories on the Environmental Teach-In and 
was scheduled to visit the North Slope Thursday.

* * *

H U NDREDS o f high school and elementary 
students flooded the campus Wednesday to attend 
the Environmental Teach-In lectures. Several people 
noted that the influx boosted U A ’s image as a real 
campus. In the meantime, most o f the under 18 set 
spent their time roaming between the SUB and the 
Bunnell Building enjoying their day o ff from school.

* * *

THE F LY IN G  N A N O O K  A W A R D  has been 
voted unanimously to yours truly for last week’s 
issue, which changed the date o f “ Evening in Paris”  
to  Saturday from Friday, misspelled Renata 
VanEnkevort’s name, and garbled the days and dates 
in the “ This W eek”  column. Just keep those cards 
and letters cornin’ in. W e’re planning to give away a 
real trophy for the Nanook Award.

* * *

D R. A R L O N  TUSSING, the Institute o f Social, 
Economic and Government Research’s crack econo
mist, was noted departing the College Post Office 
Wednesday after having lectured on campus about 
economics and natural resources. Tussing was deeply 
aware o f a piece o f mail he had received and blithely 
got into someone else’s car. His natural aplomb held 
through, though, and he then got into his own car 
without the slightest indication o f embarrassment.

* * *

U A ’S GO O D  HUM OR TROOPER ED RHODES  
was not about to be undone by any prankster 
Wednesday so he pretended not to notice that 
someone had left a soft drink cup atop his patrol car. 
Said Rhodes, “ the wind will take care o f it and the 
guy that put it there w on’t get to watch me have to 
get it dow n.”

* * *

O LIVE R  EVER ETTE, U A ’s poet laureate, said 
he’s been popping up in the Nanook News too often 
but we can’t help it because he keeps getting 
published. This time he appears in John Milton 
Magazine with “ Icefog Apostle.”

* * *

D O U G LAS A . S T A R K  o f the Division o f  
Statewide Services’ Masters o f Public Administration 
program in Juneau has been elected to the National 
Council o f  the American Society for Public 
Administration. Stark came to Alaska as principal 
planner in the Division o f Planning and Research o f  
the Office o f  the Governor.

* * *

M OST A N Y O N E  likes a bargain and the
Teachers Credit Uion has one, BILL H O G AN  informs 
us. He is pushing a city directory which originally 
cost $ 5 0  and is going for $35 .
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Ralph Nader 
First Bartlett 
Lecturer at UA

Ralph Nader, the nation’s foremost 
advocate o f  consumer protection, will be 
the first Bartlett Lecturer at 8 p.m. 
Monday and Tuesday in the Patty Gym.

Nader, who is in the midst o f a 
$100,000 fund raising campaign to wage 
his consumer protection battle, is being 
brought to the University by the Bartlett 
Memorial Fund Committee, sponsor o f 
the lectures in honor o f the late E.L. 
Bartlett, senator from Alaska and who 
was the 25th student to enroll at the 
University.

The lectures have been proposed to 
be held by the University once a year to 
bring outstanding scholars and personali
ties to the campus.

Nader, 35, rose to prominence with 
the bestseller “ Unsafe At Any Speed”  in 
which he indicted the auto industry for 
not taking steps to eliminate faulty con
struction o f cars. His critique o f General 
Motors’ Corvair eventually led to the end 
o f its manufacture last year.

He has also been credited with gen
erating the momentum for passage o f 
federal laws such as the National Traffic 
and Motor Vehicle Safety Act, 1968; 
Radiation Control for Health and Safety 
Act, 1968; and Wholesale Poultry Act,
1968.

: ■ : : aiM H H'V -'v. ■■  '  -  nil ««- * ---------

SE C R E T A R Y  SALU TE — Julie Chase signs guest book for Judy Crawford 
during open house o f Office Administration Department this week. Below, 
Carol Brown checks out new typewriters from Kenneth H. Chelin o f  IBM 
during observance o f National Secretary Week.


