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UA Dedicates New Library Sunday
Elmer E. Rasmuson bridged the 

200 miles between Yakutat, where he was 
born, and Anchorage, his present home, 
with phenomenal success.

A local boy who made good, he 
made it so good that he is now chairman 
of the board of the National Bank of 
Alaska.

A pioneer Alaska banker, civic 
leader and a member of the University of 
Alaska’s Board of Regents from 1949 to 
1969, Rasmuson will be recognized for 
his leadership in Alaska on Sunday, May 
3, when the University names its new 
library in his honor.

The dedication of the Elmer E. 
Rasmuson Library will take place on the 
main campus in College. A reception will 
follow. The library is one portion of the 
Library, Humanities and Fine Arts Com
plex completed in the fall of 1969.

On learning of the honor to be 
bestowed on him, Rasmuson replied: “I 
am overwhelmed with the honor and 
nothing could be given me which I could 
appreciate more. As you know, all my life 
I have been deeply attached to  the 
development of libraries, and to couple 
my name with the great University of 
Alaska library is a commendation of 
which I wish I could be more worthy.”

His mother was a missionary and 
his father a teacher with the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs. Rasmuson was educated in 
the Alaska public schools in Skagway 
where he was reared. He holds both 
bachelors and masters degrees from 
Harvard University where his field of 
interest was economics.

For ten years he worked outside 
Alaska for a trust company, returning in 
1943 to his home and to the banking 
business.

He came by his interest in banking 
naturally. His father served as counsel for 
a newly established bank back in 1916 
and wound up as the bank president. By 
the time Rasmuson returned to  Alaska 
there were two banks in the family. 
Today there are 24. Under his leadership, 
the National Bank of Alaska has grown 
into the state’s largest financial institu
tion.

Always politically aware, Rasmuson 
has served on the Anchorage City Council 
and was elected to a term as mayor in 
1964. 12 of his 20 years on the 
university’s Board of Regents were spent 
as president.

The 61-year-old Rasmuson’s civic 
activities are numerous. They include 
such things as past director of the 
Anchorage Chamber of Commerce, and 
president of the Alaska Council of the 
Boy Scouts of America in 1953. He has 
also been a member of the Rhodes 
Scholar Committee, National Advisory 
Board of Girl Scouts, Governor’s Recon
struction Committee (after the 1964 
earthquake), and the Army and Alaska 
Command Advisory Boards.

He and his late wife, who died in 
1960, have three children. Rasmuson was 
remarried in 1961 to Col. Mary Milligan, 
former director of the Women’s Army

Corps. They met when he served a civilian 
aide to  the Secretary of the Army, 
1959-1967, a duty which earned him the 
Outstanding Civilian Service Medal.

Rasmuson has also served as 
Swedish consul for that country in 
Anchorage and was knighted to the Order 
of Vasa by the King of Sweden for his 
service.

Rasmuson is chairman of the 
Rasmuson Foundation and has served as 
sec re ta ry -treasu rer of the Loussac 
Foundation. One of his latest appoint
ments came in October when President 
Nixon appointed him to the US Section 
of the International Pacific Fisheries 
Commission.

The library dedication falls on the 
university’s Founders’ Day, a day which 
climaxes a full schedule of activities for 
Founders’ Week, April 27—May 3.

MILITARY HONOR — Mrs. Rudd Thabes pins on the Distinguished 
Flying Cross which her husband, a former Navy lieutenant, was awarded for 
a rescue he performed as a helicopter pilot last year at Adak. With them is 
Adm. Eugene Fairfax, commandant of the 17th Naval District. Thabes is a 
post graduate student of the University.
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Role of Humanities in Mather Report Questioned
by Dennis Yen

Assistant Professor of Speech

In the short space allotted to me I 
would like to begin a discussion on the 
voluminous and seemingly definitive 
work known as the Mather Committee 
Report. Now that some of the praise and 
emotionalism surrounding that Herculean 
effort have died down somewhat it may 
be a rather judicious time to make some 
basic observations concerning some of the 
underlying assumptions and techniques 
which may lead readers to unwarranted 
conclusions.

Getting to the point (something the 
Mather Report seemed to avoid) the 
paper has that rather annoying charac
teristic of apparently saying something, 
but never really saying anything. For 
instance in Sec. 3.5 of Volume 1 Mather 
takes on ten rather paranoid charges 
against the institutes and attempts to 
explain them away with meaningless 
phrases such as, “This is the Philistine 
talking . . (sec. 3.5iii) He insists that 
grants and contracts are not handouts; 
they have to  be won. And the way to win 
them is open to all University faculty, 
whether based in an institute or college. 
However, he never really mentions the 
fact that virtually no aid is ever available 
to  the humanities in any consistent form 
and that includes agencies of the federal 
government, which by the way presented 
more than $9 million in grants and 
contracts to  the University in 1968. None 
of this money was ever available to 
bureaus dealing with the humanities, or 
any other “non-institute” college.

This is only one very small example 
of a practice that is evident throughout 
the entire paper. Mather has allowed 
sweeping generalities in some areas to 
make strong negatively inferential state
ments while at the same time he has 
clarified and specifically focused on those 
areas in which he is personally interested. 
In the case of his “ institute-defense” he 
has talked to  the particular problems in 
Alaska and tried to  clarify those charges 
which are peculiar to  this institution. On 
the other hand he only mentions those 
very general characteristics that all the 
humanities suffer on every campus, and 
makes no attem pt to indicate the 
problems or successes our campus has had 
in building its liberal arts program.

He only mentions the “Parr” report 
on goals and planning when it suits his 
purposes, as in Sec. 3.7iii, but never 
credits the “humanities” document in its 
full context. In effect he “ misquotes”

and certainly misinterprets the entire arts 
and letters report.

The humanities, however, is not the 
only area which he effectively minimizes. 
He constantly generalizes on the image of 
the student, whoever he or she may be, 
and never really tackles the problems 
presented by a culturally diverse student 
body. In essence, then, the Mather 
R e p o rt is institutionally racist in 
philosophy for it never really recognizes 
that cultural needs of the student body 
are widely varied, and in some instances 
antagonistic i.e. rural vs. urban orienta
tions to education, or validity of A.C.T. 
scores on Alaskan populations. He has a 
rather long discussion with subsequent 
recommendations concerning women as a 
minority, but never pays any more than 
lip-service to possibilities of native studies 
programs or the problems that our 
Eskimo and Indian students encounter in

just trying to adjust, let alone survive, at 
the University.

Admittedly my remarks are brief 
and rather sketchy, but I firmly believe 
that the Mather Report should not be 
taken and passed lightly as just another 
set of recommendations. Its implications 
and philosophy could eventually weaken 
or destroy any system that we build from 
it. Unfortunately it has that rather 
dubious distinction of being “Authorita
tive” and “ exhaustive” in nature, and 
what is worse, it even sounds reasonable. 
However, when given deeper analysis it 
falls apart in detail. Certainly no scientist 
would ever accept such a superficial 
document at a conference and I don’t  see 
how any of us can possibly be any less 
critical here, without the fear of accep
ting another version of the “Piltdown 
Man.”

Ralph Nader Lectures 
Call fo r  Consumer Action

Ralph Nader, the nation’s avowed 
consumer protectionist, breezed through 
two lectures this week and aroused his 
audiences to  ask for guidance on con
ducting their own consumer campaigns.

He was the first Bartlett Lecturer 
presented by the University and spon
sored by the Bob Bartlett Memorial Fund 
which was started to preserve the name of 
the late E.L. (Bob) Bartlett, senator from 
Alaska.

Nader said it is up to the consumers 
of the nation to do something about the 
plight they are in which he said is costing 
consumers billions of dollars a year in 
misrepresented and defective products 
ranging from expensive automobiles to 
toothpaste.

“ It costs about three cents to make 
a tube of toothpaste which you pay 98 
cents for,” Nader said. “ You’re not 
paying for the cost of making the tooth
paste, you’re paying for the cost of 
advertising and promoting it.”

He cited the automobile as the 
classic case for continuing the consumer 
movement. He said car crashes account 
for a loss of $20 billion a year but that no 
more than $80 million a year is spent on 
federal programs to increase auto safety.

Nader said the average hot dog in 
1950 contained about 17 percent fat but 
today it contains about 33 percent fat. 
He called adulteration of food products 
“robbery against consumers.” He said last

year $80 million was robbed from banks 
and asked what self-respecting meat 
processor would be satisfied with “ that 
paltry amount.”

In his concluding lecture Tuesday, 
Nader covered what he considered to be 
avenues open to  consumers to help 
regulate the practices of corporate institu
tions. He said nowhere is there a defin
itive study of how a big corporation 
operates.

“ I have yet to receive an answer to 
my challenge that no law professor has 
ever read through one of those 1,000- 
page defense contracts,” Nader said. The 
contracts, he said, are nothing more than 
a series of deadlines and that all of the 
negotiating of those contracts is done by 
telephone.

Areas of study which need to  be 
applied to corporations, Nader said, are:

1. Their ability to withstand 
threats of reform, regulation and union 
interference.

2. Lack of control by states in 
which they are chartered.

3. Their ability to inhibit em
ployees to the point of not speaking out 
against wrong-doings.

4. Lack of competitive quality 
among corporations.

5. Involvement in radicalism to 
the point of bribery and making a farce 
of local and state government procure
ment systems.
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Melange Nook
A s s e m b le d  By D ean  W a r in e r

OLD TIMERS might be interested in an article 
in the April issue o f “College Management” magazine 
in which DR. LE ROY V. GOOD, former director of 
A nchorage Community College, writes about 
“Tailor-Made Training.” Good is now president of 
Monrie Community College, a $25 million campus 
near Rochester, N. Y.

* * *

IF YOU ARE planning to attend the Bach 
Concert either at 4 p.m. or 8 p.m. Sunday in Schaible 
Auditorium, call 479-7464 and reserve a seat. DAVID 
WILLIAMS, assistant professor of music, said limited 
seating in Schaible has made reservations necessary. 
The Arctic Chamber Ensemble featuring flutist Nan 
Orthmann and the Opera Workshop will perform.

* *

KUAC became the first radio station in the 
history o f Alaska to conduct a satellite broadcast to 
the “lower 48” when it presented a 50-minute 
interview program Tuesday with RALPH NADER. 
G u e s t  pane l is t s  in c lu d ed  DR. THOMAS  
MOREHOUSE, DR. GORDON HARRISON, and 
JAMES BABB, all o f the Institute of Social, Econo
mic and Government Research. ROBERT MERRITT 
and his students at the Electrical Engineering Depart
ment provided the expertise for transmitting the 
KUAC signal to the NASA ATS—1 satellite which 
relayed the program to receiving stations outside 
Alaska.

*  *  *

PRESIDENT WOOD recently addressed the 
International College and University Conference at 
Atlantic City and said “campuses don’t all have to be 
drab and look alike. In some instances the Groves of 
Academe are almost undistinguishable from the 
Asphalt Jungle . . .  If the total campus environment 
does not stimulate and encourage one to think, it has 
failed its purpose.”

*  *  *

APRIL 22 may have been “Earth Day” but it 
was also,  unofficially, “Museum Day.” LU 
ROWINSKI, director o f the University Museum, said 
1,438 visitors signed in to visit the museum that day.

* * *

J.HE FLYING NANOOK AWARD this week 
goes to DR. DONALD THEOPHILUS, academic vice 
president. As he introduced the Bartlett Lecture 
program Monday night, he switched off the KUAC 
microphone and stopped a statewide broadcast tem
porarily.

* * *

DR. K. M. RAE, vice president for Research and 
Advanced Study, summed it up best the other day 
when he asked, “Why are all of these things going 
on, in regard to the unfortunate clash between 
Founder’s Week, Festival of Arts, and the Bartlett 
Lectures.

* * *

ALPHA KAPPA PSI was scheduled to hold its 
annual dinner Saturday at the Switzerland. The 
national business fraternity’s chapter here lined up 
the northwest regional director Alpha Kappa Psi, R. 
LOWELL MAGOON, as guest speaker.

* * *

LAWRENCE LACKEY, a consultant architect 
for the University, has been elected to the College of 
Fellows of The American Institute o f Architects, a 
lifetime honor for notable contribution in the field of 
urban design.

* * *

DR. R. LONDON SMITH, dean of the College 
of Business, Economics and Government, will be 
commencement speaker at Copper Valley High 
School on May 24, and at Delta Junction High School 
on May 27. As you might have guessed, BILL 
CASHEN, marshal o f the University and champion 
commencement speaker, is without a commencement 
engagement this year.

* * *

THE UNIVERSITY will host the North Star 
Special Olympics for students in Fairbanks on May 9. 
Events will be held at the Patty Gym and will include 
gymnastics, dashes, ball throws, swimming, and 
bicycle riding.
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A ssem bly O Ks A d d in g  3 Students
The University Assembly reversed 

itself last week after voting not to extend 
student representation on the assembly. 
After a heated two-hour debate, members 
okayed adding three representatives.

The vote was on the second reading 
of a motion from student assembly mem
ber Pat Fitzgerald to  allow new assembly 
members from the Anchorage campus.

In an attem pt to interpret Article 
III, Section 3 of the Assembly constitu
tion, it was moved that it be interpreted 
to read that the Assembly shall be 
reapportioned every two years but no 
oftener.

This motion passed 19 to  17.
It was then moved that the reappor

tio n m e n t should include extending 
representation to new units or those 
p rev io u sly  u n re p re s e n te d  in the 
university. This, too, was passed 19 to  7.

Next on the floor was the second 
reading of a motion to enlarge student 
representation in the Assembly. But since 
it had just been voted that reapportion
ment could take place only every two 
years, this meant the student enlargement 
should not take place this year, but 
would have to wait until 1971.

Part of the additional student repre
s e n ta t io n  w o u ld  come from the 
Anchorage student body and in ensuing 
debate, an Anchorage representative 
intimated that if Anchorage growth was 
n o t adequately represented in the 
Assembly, there would be two assemblies, 
two budgets, etc. next year.

After more debate over the status 
of the student motion, it was moved and 
passed that debate should be extended so 
the issue could be resolved.

A n o th e r  representative James 
Simpson called for reconsideration of the 
vote on the first motion. This carried. 
Then Fitzgerald amended that first 
motion to read that the assembly 
co n stitu tion  shall be reapportioned 
within every two years. This carried, also.

Then a new vote on the amended 
motion had to be made and it also 
carried. All of this brought the assembly 
back to the motion on student represen
tation enlargement which would enlarge 
the assembly membership from 47 to 50.

There was debate for and against 
amending the student motion so that 
membership would remain static at 47, 
but eventually the motion for amend
ment was defeated. The by-law changes 
for the students were then moved and 
passed.

Debate followed over whether or 
not student representation should be dis
tributed equitably over the state, but it 
was not moved on.

The Assembly heard from President

Wood early in the meeting. “This is a 
period of uncertainty as far as university 
legislation is concerned,” he said. “ As 
soon as a decision on the pipeline is 
reached, the legislature will proceed to 
act on other matters right away. In the 
meantime, I regret not being able to give 
people their contracts yet.”

He commended the students and 
faculty who assisted them for a successful 
earth day experience. “Students, when 
they take over a program, can do a fine 
job,” he said. “ Earth day may provide a 
new approach for us to expand our 
education aspects. We might have such a 
program which concentrates on a topical 
subject once each term. I t’s something for 
the Assembly to think about.”

In order to  have a strong, modern 
university, Wood continued, we must 
have modern facilities to attract the 
faculty. You need to strengthen the 
courses, etc. that will bring to you top 
students.

“This doesn’t happen overnight,” 
he said. “While we concentrate on getting 
th e  m o d ern  campus, we’ve been 
strengthening the program. We have a

VAN F L E I N  PLANS 
TOUR OF SOUTHEAST

Professor Helmut G. Van Flein, 
Head of the Art Department, will visit 
Juneau, Sitka and Ketchikan the week of 
May 11.

Sponsored by the Division of State
wide Services, his trip is, according to 
Dean Charles Ferguson, another in a 
special lecture series for southeast Alaska, 
which is an attempt to extend the univer
sity’s public services.

Van Flein, department head since 
1963, will speak on “The Art Program at 
the University of Alaska” in each town, 
addressing his talk to groups at the 
community colleges, high schools and 
civic organizations.

He leaves May 11 for Juneau. May 
13-14 he will spend in Sitka, and May 15 
in Ketchikan. He will return on May 15.

NANOOK NEWS, the faculty 
sta ff bulletin o f the University 
o f Alaska, is published each 
Thursday during the academic 
year by the News Service De
partment, 108 Bunnell, phone 
479-7581. Dean Wariner, editor; 
Eddi Parker, contributor; Susan 
Lilley, production assistant. All 
media may quote and reprint 
without permission.

nucleus of a very strong faculty in many 
of our disciplines.

“We must continue to do a great 
deal of building in the 70’s, but the great 
thrust should be accelerated development 
of instructional programs at the under
graduate level.”

“ I’m looking for the teacher- 
scholar,” Wood said. “ I can make a 
distinction in my own mind between the 
great researcher and the great teacher- 
scholar. I’d like to  see us develop this 
thrust. We can chart our own course, 
choose our own emphasis. I’ve even 
thought of some special recognition for 
the teacher-scholar who is dedicated to 
forward thinking as it applies to his 
students. He and the researcher must 
balance each other. I hope we’ve estab
lished the basis for a fine university. It 
will not be great, however, if we involve 
ourselves in power plays on campus in
stead of dedicating ourselves to  improve
ment.

“This doesn’t mean you shouldn’t 
be able to  have competition and voice 
dissention, but voice it on a non-personal
level.”_______________________________

| This Week |
FRIDAY, May 1, Dr. Howard A. Cutler 

will moderate a seminar entitled 
“The Uses and Abuses of a Modern 
Library” at 2 p.m., Fourth Floor, 
Library.

FRIDAY, May 1, Formal unveiling of a 
bronze of the late Sen. E.L. (Bob) 
Bartlett, commissioned for the 
University of Alaska by the Alaska 
Legislature, speaker: Secretary of 
State Robert Ward, 7:15 p.m., 
Fourth Floor, Fine Arts Complex.

FRIDAY, May 1, Pierre Berton, Canadian 
author and television personality 
will speak at 8 p.m. in Schaible 
Auditorium.

SATURDAY, May 2, ROTC Awards 
C erem o n y , Speaker: Governor
Keith H. Miller, 10:30 a.m., Patty 
Gym.

SATURDAY, May 2, No-Host University 
A w a r d s  L u n c h e o n ,  Noon ,  
University Commons.

SATURDAY, May 2, Four one-act plays 
by the Anchorage Community 
Theater Guild, 8:15 p.m., Schaible 
Auditorium.

SUNDAY, May 3, “ Bach Concert” by UA 
Music Department, 4 and 8 p.m., 
Patty  Gym. Reserve seats at 
479-7464.


