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Regents Finish First Statewide Tour
Regents of the University of Alaska 

end a precedent-breaking tour to five 
cities of Southeastern Alaska this week
end.

Dr. William R. Wood, president o f the 
university and an ex officio member of 
the board, described the trip as offering 
“a tremendous opportunity to  advance 
unified, comprehensive public higher edu
cation in an entire state which involves 
people most directly concerned.”

Visits were made by the Regents to 
Ketchikan, Wrangell, Petersburg, Sitka 
and Juneau.

According to President Wood, the re- 
gental tour will be not only the first of its 
kind in Alaska but “perhaps in the United 
States.”

“The board,” he said, “will spend the 
entire week visiting major communities of 
the Southeast where community colleges 
are in existence or in the planning stage. 
The visits will provide a chance for 
citizens to meet with the board and 
express their own views directly on 
matters pertaining to  comprehensive 
planning for higher education in South
eastern Alaska.”

He added, “Without such planning the 
learning opportunities within the range of 
resources available would not be as effec
tive as they can be.”

Regents Vice-President, Robert E. 
McFarland of Anchorage noted that the 
regents felt that “with the development 
of community colleges and of extension 
work in the Southeastern region, it 
should have meetings with advisory 
boards and other community leaders.” 

“This,” he said, “is the first time the 
board has met in the Southeast except in 
Juneau, when several sessions were held 
w ith  legislators and with the Ju- 
neau-Douglas board of Education.”

A program was set up in Ketchikan for 
Tuesday evening and Wednesday, with a 
short regents’ meeting scheduled. Regent 
James Nolan arranged for the touring 
board members to  attend a Chamber of 
Commerce meeting at Wrangell on 
Thursday at which Board President 
O’Neill, Dr. Wood and Dr. Arthur S. 
Buswell, the University vice president for 
public service, spoke; it was followed by a 
no-host dinner at the Elk’s Club at 
Petersburg, attended by members of the 
school board, city council, university 
alumni, Experimental Fur Farm attaches 
and other residents.

Today’s schedule takes the party to a 
luncheon meeting of the Chamber of 
Commerce at Sitka, with President 
O’Neill as the speaker. Visits to the pulp 
mill and Sitka Community College will

precede a no-hosi dinner at Staton’s 
Restaurant, at which school board, 
borough assembly and city council and 
alumni members will be present, as well 
as the community college advisory group.

A no-host luncheon and dinner and a

tour of the community college and the 
marine laboratory will occupy the “tour
ists” on Saturday in the Juneau area. 
Accompanying the regents and Dr. Wood 
on the trip will be Mrs. Wood and several 
of the university personnel including Vice 
Presidents Buswell and Max Hullinger.
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Arctic Chamber Orchestra 
Plan Concert Tour This Month

The Arctic Chamber Orchestra will 
this month embark upon their first con
cert tour of Alaska, under the direction 
of Gordon Wright of the University of 
Alaska Music Department.

The ensemble, part of the Univer- 
sity-Fairbanks Symphony Orchestra, will 
perform in Barrow, Nome, Kotzebue, 
Anchorage, Kodiak, Sitka and Juneau 
under grants from the Alaska Arts Coun
cil and another foundation. Included in 
the cultural tour will be several concerts 
given in native schools under the auspices 
of the Head Start and Rural Community 
Action programs.

During the tour, which is scheduled 
for September 23-27, the 19 piece ensem
ble will travel by chartered plane, making 
as many as three concert stops per day. 
The string orchestra will perform a pro
gram featuring the music of Bach, 
Boccherini, Nielson, Svendson, and 
Britten.

appointed lecturer in violin a t tne 
University.

(Continued on p g . 2)

Luncheon Planned

Soloists on the tour will be Paul 
and Linda Rosenthal, who will perform 
Bach’s Concerto for Two Violins and 
Orchestra. Rosenthal was a recent finalist 
in the International Tchaikovsky Compe
tition in Moscow, and was recently

Two watercolor paintings by Alaskan 
artist Joan Kickbush will be awarded as 
doorprizes at the University’s Women’s 
Association fall luncheon on Saturday, 
Sept. 26. Mrs. Kickbush will be featured 
speaker and will demonstrate her success
ful painting techniques.

The buffet luncheon, scheduled for 
12:30 at the Fairbanks Inn, is open to all 
University women and their guests- 
tickets are available for $4.00 at the door 
or in advance from the following UWA 
members: Mrs. Ferguson, 725 Chandalar; 
Mrs. Theophilus, 711 Kobuk; Mrs. EppSy 
812 Hillings Street (Aurora); and Mrs. 
Sandberg, 2365 King Road (off Date 
Road).

Reservations must be made before 
S ep t. 20 by phoning Mrs. Epps, 
456-7687; Mrs. Fink 479-2062; Mrs. 
Rasmussen, 456-4265; Mrs. Sandberg, 
479-6753; or Mrs. Matthews, 452-3537. 
Reservations are binding unless cancelled 
before Sept. 20.

THE ELMER E. RASMUSON UBP-AKY 

UNIVERSITY Of ALASKA
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Miller Beetle Study Funded For Year
For many years, according to  Dr. L. 

Keith Miller of the Institute of Arctic 
Biology, “most people have believed that 
all the insects flying or crawling around 
interior Alaska each summer died with 
the onset of severe cold, leaving only 
their eggs and larvae to  perpetuate the 
species.”

An eminent cryobiologist (cold-biolo- 
gist) held that adult insects cannot survive 
freezing. But Dr. Miller’s interest was 
sparked by stories that local sourdoughs 
told of coming into deserted cabins in 
mid-winter and lighting a fire, only to  
have insects crawl out of the walls, 
attracted by the heat.

Enlisting the aid of trapper Don Draper 
of Chatanika, Dr. Miller followed up the 
stories, seeking to  discover how insects 
could survive in a terrain frozen at -50 or 
-60 degrees. The biologist and his trapper 
associate finally fpund a species of beetle, 
frozen in stumps and downed timber 
during the winter, which revived when 
brought into a warm room

This year, Dr. Miller and John G. Baust 
of the State University of New York at 
Genesco received a grant of $52,300 from 
the National Science Foundation to 
pursue their work on “ Freezing Survival 
in Cold Acclimated Insects.”

Dr. Miller has been researching the 
subject for four years, under grants from 
the National Institute of Health; the NSF 
grant will enable Dr. Miller and Dr. Baust, 
a former UA graduate student, to expand 
their research studies. Dr. Baust will join 
Dr. Miller in research during the summer 
months.

The original carabid beetle which Dr. 
Miller found able to withstand freez
ing—to temperatures as low as -87 
degrees centigrade and for periods as long 
as six months — has been found to  be 
only one of many insect species with 
similar properties. Physiological studies of 
the carabids include research on possible 
cryoprotective compounds present in the 
insect’s blood, which Dr. Baust discov
ered to be high in glycerol, a substance 
which was synthesized in cold weather. 
This agent, which is chemically related to 
ingredients in car antifreeze, appears to 
prevent freezing damage; the same insects 
when left at room temperature for one 
day, could not regain their freezing resist
ance.

This year, Dr. Miller will be working 
with tenebrionids, a larger beetle with the 
same, or even greater, ability to withstand 
freezing as the carabids. He will also work 
on describing various species of insects 
native to  this area with the same ability.

As yet, Dr. Miller and his staff have not 
been able to  isolate specific protective 
agents in the tenebrionid.

An unusual ability of some freezing-re
sistant insects is a built-in “supercool 
factor,” according to Dr. Miller. In the 
winter they will resist freezing to  a 
temperature many degrees below that at 
which they would die in the summer, and

%

Frozen Carabid

then be frozen without damage. The 
small carabid beetles which will die at -5 
degrees centigrade under summer condi
tions will remain active to -11 degrees or 
-12 degrees centigrade, with nerve activity 
continuing down to that point.
CONCERTS . . .

(Continued from  p g . 1)
Children’s concerts showing various 

aspects of the stringed instruments with 
selections from the repertoire as exam
ples, are also scheduled.

Orchestra director Gordon Wright 
feels that the tour, which will provide 
Alaskans with the opportunity to hear 
their resident string orchestra perform a 
variety of musical styles, will introduce 
the Alaskan public to the activities of the 
University’s String Program. Wright 
emphasizes the need for a wider, string 
program in Alaskan schools and hopes 
that the tour will stimulate interest in 
string playing both at the University level 
and below.

Orchestra conductor Wright is be
ginning his second year at the University 
of Alaska, where he is assistant professor 
of music, teaching music history and 
strings. In one year Wright has expanded 
the activities of the University-Fairbanks 
Symphony Orchestra to  a full season of 
concerts.

This year, the Institute of Arctic Bio
logy has built an insectiary, an outdoor 
mesh cage in which Dr. Miller and his 
staff can keep large numbers of live 
insects in order to  carry on further 
experiments. For example, in order to 
discover whether revived insects repro
duce normally, they will have to keep 
them in conditions as close to  nature as 
possible for a considerable length of time. 
But this aspect, says Dr. Miller, will be 
difficult to determine conclusively.

“ If they do reproduce normally,” he 
explains, “our question will be answered. 
If they do not, we won’t  be able to 
determine whether this was caused by the 
conditions of captivity or by the insects’ 
past freezing.”

Barley Experim ent 
Granted A rea

The University of Alaska has been 
granted 71 tons of bulk urea, worth 
$4,970 by the Collier Carbon Chemical 
Corporation, which will be used on a 
large-scale experiment in barley produc
tion in the Delta Junction-Clearwater 
area.

The University is currently engaged 
in an experimental project on newly- 
cleared land in the Delta-Clearwater dis
trict, which is believed to  be ideally 
suited to  large-scale production of grain 
and forages. This produce could be used 
as the basis of a livestock industry to 
supply the very large Alaskan market for 
meat, 94% of which is now imported.

Agricultural experts presently hold 
that use of urea, a constituent of 
mammalian urine used in fertilizers, on 
relatively large areas of newly cleared and 
irrigated land will constitute a significant 
and far-reaching contribution to  pio
neering agriculture in Alaska.

The professional personnel of the 
U niversity’s Agricultural Experiment 
Station will supervise and evaluate scien
tific tests throughout this experiment; the 
results will be made available to all 
interested farmers.

N A N O O K  NEWS, the 
faculty-staff bulletin o f  the 
University o f  Alaska, is 
published each Friday during the 
academic year by the News 
S e rv ic e  Department, 108 
Bunnell, phone 479-5481. Larry 
Davies, News Service Head; 
Patricia Monaghan, editor; Eddi 
Parker, contributor. A ll media 
may quote and reprint w ithout 
permission.
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PIPELINE LEAKS
The NANOOK NEWS is published each Friday by 

the NEWS SERVICE DEPARTMENT, 108 Bunnell 
Building, 479-7581. Deadline for inclusion of news is 
Wednesday noon preceding publication; if you wish 
more extensive coverage, notify at least a week in 
advance. Departments should receive enough copies 
of the Nanook News for their staff; should you find 
yourself shortchanged, drop us a memo and w e’ll 
correct our mailing list.

The 72-page volume entitled STUFF — SOME 
LIGHT, SOME HEAVY replaced the traditionally 
dry-as-dust student handbook during Orientation 
Week and became an instant campus “best seller.” 
“I’d never seen a student handbook that was read
able,” remarked DON SCOTT, head of student 
activities, who supervised compilation of the volume. 
“So we put something in each section with humor, 
even including things unrelated to one another.” 
Bravos to the Stuff Staff!

Scandinavia may have clues which will help regrow 
interior Alaska’s fire-ravaged forests, according to 
F orest Service research botanist LESLIE A. 
VIERECK. Dr. Viereck will spend a year in 
Vollebekk, Norway, where he will study at the 
Agricultural College o f Norway, seeking to gain basic 
understanding of interior Alaska’s forests, which are 
similar to those in the Scandinavian countries.

A farewell party and dinner recently honored 
ELROY K. DAY, ASSOCIATE CHIEF FOR 
PLANNING OF THE ARCTIC HEALTH RE
SEARCH CENTER, who retired from his post on 
September 1. Testimonials were given by several of 
the 32 guests about Day’s experiences in Alaska. Day 
will stay in Alaska for hunting season and then plans 
to work as a consulting engineer.

The NATIONAL SPACE ADMINISTRATION has 
awarded a $99,000 grant to the GEOPHYSICAL 
INSTITUTE for geophysical and geochemical investi
gations of volcanic phenomena in and around the 
Katmai National Monument.

Next week, University sourdoughs will give 
newcomers tips on dressing for Alaskan winter 
weather, during a series of coffees sponsored by the 
University’s Women’s Association. Hostesses will be 
BETTY BURDICK, ANN HILLIARD AND LOLA 
TILLY; Mrs. Lois Tapp of the Mukluk Shop will 
speak on proper clothing for Alaskan winter weather.

DEAN BOB HILLIARD notes that if any 
faculty or staff wives haven’t received applications for 
International Diners’ Club, the blame probably be
longs on their husbands who received the notice at 
their offices; more applications are available at 
University Relations, 108 Bunnell.

Crista Theophilus has a cat, which costs her 
parents, Academic Vice-President and Mrs. Donald 
Theophilus, $5 per month in University pet fees. But 
Crista’s cat had five kittens recently, and cute as they 
are, $30 per month for the cats seems a bit much-and 
that doesn’t even feed them. So the Theophilus 
family is seeking friendly families to adopt their 
extraneous felines. “I hope my cat and two dogs are 
old enough to know better,” University President 
Wood was heard to remark upon hearing of the recent 
littering. “$15 a month is quite enough for m e!”

PAUL ROSENTHAL of the UA music faculty 
recently returned from the International Tchaikovsky 
Competition in Moscow, in which he was one of nine 
Americans chosen as finalists. He was awarded a 
diploma of honor for his performance. “I don’t think 
I want to play competitions any more,” the lecturer 
in violin said. “I said the same thing after the Sibelius 
Competition (in 1965), but I think of myself as a 
performer, not a competitor. In a concert you’re not 
trying to be better than somebody else. You have 
music and a gift you want to share with the 
audience.” This season, Rosenthal will tour Alaska 
with the Arctic Chamber Orchestra under the 
direction of PROF. GORDON WRIGHT.

There’s still a few days left to sign up to teach your 
favorite subject through THE ALASKA FREE UNI
VERSITY. Time and place will be arranged to fit 
y o u r  s c h e d u l e .  T h i s  s e m e s t e r ’ s 
discussion-demonstration groups include astrology, 
Soleri’s architecture, sculpture, women’s rights, crafts 
seminars and others. Informal registration takes place 
next Saturday, Sept. 19, at 1:00 in the SUB Lounge; 
if you’d like to organize a class, call 456-5370 
evenings or leave word at News Service before 
registration day.

SWIMMING CLASSES for children and young 
people start next week in Patty Gymnasium. Six 
sections of the class will meet on Saturdays and 
Sundays for one hour each week; children under five 
must be accompanied by an adult. Fee for the 
15-week class, sponsored by the Division of Statewide 
Services, is $15. Interested persons may preregister at 
103 A Eielson Building, or call 479-7295.
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Vegetables Thrive Under 
Plastic Ground-Cover At 
Agricultural Experiment Farm

Artist to Speak
Canadian Eskimo soapstone sculpture 

will be spotlighted by the University of 
Alaska on Monday, September 14, with 
the appearance on campus of George 
Swinton, renowned authority on 
Canadian Eskimo art.

A painter, printmaker and lecturer, 
now with the University of Manitoba’s 
School of Art, Swinton will give an 
illustrated lecture on Eskimo art at 7:30 
p.m. in Schaible Hall on the university 
campus.

Swinton, a native of Austria, studied 
at the University of Vienna and McGill 
University in Montreal from where he 
received his bachelors degree. He has also 
studied at the Montreal School of Art and 
Design and the Art Student League of 
New York.

In 1965 his book “Eskimo Sculpture,” 
dealing with Canadian soapstone carving, 
was published.

Swinton’s principal purpose in coming 
to Alaska is to participate in the Canadian 
Eskimo Arts Festival being sponsored 
September 16 through 21 at Alaska 
Methodist University in Anchorage.

The Alaska State Council on the Arts 
is sponsoring his trip to Alaska and his 
itinerary will include visits to Haines, 
Juneau and Nome, as well as Fairbanks. 
On September 11, Swinton accompanied 
by Ron Senungetuk, coordinator of 
native arts and crafts for the University of 
Alaska’s Division of Statewide Services, 
will tour Nome and neighboring villages. 
Swinton will lecture in Nome.

Fire Program Begins
Volunteer fire department members 

will be trained in firefighting procedures 
in a new program under the University of 
Alaska’s division of Statewide Services.

The University holds a contract with 
the State of Alaska to provide the service 
program, which was initiated last year.

Training programs, which have been 
developed over the past year, will go into 
effect this fall. Personnel in both Juneau 
and Fairbanks will instruct members of 
volunteer departments in basic fire
fighting techniques; the program will also 
provide planning and development help 
for towns interested in establishing a 
volunteer department.

Tw o professional fire instructors, 
William Hagevig in Juneau and Robert 
Smith in Fairbanks, will teach basic fire
fighting techniques in programs planned 
by local departments. The Fire Training 
Program is the state’s most extensive 
attempt at providing instruction for the 
volunteer units, which constitute the 
majority of Alaskan fire control depart
ments.

V eg e tab les  — corn, cucumbers, 
squash and others — which have been 
impossible to grow under Alaskan condi
tions can now be raised to maturity 
through a special technique developed by 
the University of Alaska’s Agricultural 
Experiment Station.

“Cover the rows of planted seeds, 
right on top of the soil, with polyethyl
ene,” explains Dr. Harold Dinkel, resident 
plant physiologist a t the Experimental 
farm. “When the seedlings appear, cut a 
hole in the plastic for them to grow 
through.”

If this year’s crop, now visible from 
the Nenana Highway near the Experi
mental Farm, is at all typical, Dr. Dinkel’s 
method works spectacularly. Mature ears 
of sweet corn, huge ripe squash and 
heavily-laden cucumber vines are now 
ready for harvest before frost sets in.

The plastic-covered ground retains 
both heat and moisture, allowing long- 
season plants, which previously could be 
grown only in greenhouses in Alaska, to 
be raised outdoors to ripeness. Soil tem
perature under the plastic ranges from an 
average of 15 degrees up to 40 degrees 
warmer than the surrounding soil.

The plastic retains moisture as well, 
an added plus in the dry Alaskan climate.

With the new development, Alaskan 
farmers can now commercially raise vege
tables which were hitherto unsuccessful. 
Cucumbers, for instance, will produce 
thirteen tons per acre with the aid of 
plastic, according to Dr. Dinkel.

The difference in size and maturity 
of corn grown with and without the 
plastic covering is striking. Sweet corn 
usually does not reach an edible stage in 
A laskan weather; but with plastic 
ground-cover, mature ears are ready for 
picking in less than three months. Corn 
grown this way produces healthier, larger 
ears than corn grown without plastic, 
which barely forms ears before frost.

The plastic covering also helps in 
pea and sweet-pea germination; because 
the seeds germinate slowly, a small pro
portion of seedlings survive the cold 
springtime soil.

Because plastic-covered ground re
tains heat, seedlings appear earlier and 
rate of germination is increased. The 
polyethylene can be removed immedi
ately after germination if desired.

Squash, too, fares well under poly
ethylene; winter squash (hubbards) and 
zucchini types do especially well, even 
though these produce fruit without the 
aid of plastic.

Though weeds thrive under the 
plastic covering, this needn’t concern 
home and commercial growers, for it is 
apparently unneccessary to remove the 
polyethylene for weeding.

RIPENESS IS ALL-Dr. Harold 
Dinkel shows o ff corn grown under 
e x p e r im e n ta l  c o n d it io n s  at 
University Farm.

Although plastic ground cover has 
only recently been introduced commer
cial farmers near Palmer are raising corn 
by this method.

There is great potential for agri
culture in Alaska, according to Dr. 
Dinkel. “For instance, Alaska could have 
a flourishing greenhouse industry,” Dr. 
Dinkel prophesizes. “ Flowers are shipped 
by air today from wherever they are 
grown and major companies are now 
moving in search of clean air. Alaska 
could offer them that, plus inexpensive 
heating, if we plan correctly.”

The nineteenth century Hatch Act, 
which established state supported land- 
grant colleges, provides some of the funds 
for the experimentation carried on at the 
University Experimental Farm. Vege
tables raised there are donated to  the 
Alaska Pioneer Home, the Hospitality 
House, the Salvation Army, and other 
humanitarian organizations. Results of 
the experiments carried out there are 
published for the use of commercial and 
home gardeners all over Alaska.


