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Alaska Social Workers Recruited
Professor Kenneth Griffiths o f the 

University o f Utah has been on a treasure 
hunt in Alaska.

Director of the Alaska Project for 
the University o f U tah’s G raduate School 
o f Social Work, Griffiths recently spent a 
week in Alaska looking for prospective 
students for the project which is geared 
toward producing social workers for rural 
areas in the 49 th  state.

He has a lso  conferred with 
Professor George Spartz at the University 
of Alaska regarding the expansion of an 
undergraduate program of social work in 
Alaska.

The Alaska Project was developed 
through the com bined efforts o f social 
agencies and the Universities o f Alaska 
and Utah w ith funding coming from  the 
Institu te  of Mental H ealth’s Social Work 
Training Branch.

Basically, it is a two-year program 
at Utah leading to  a Masters in Social 
Work (MSW) degree, with field work 
placement during the second year of 
training in rural areas in Utah where 
students can work with Indian and non- 
Indian clients.

On com pletion of the training there 
is a moral com m itm ent to  practice in an 
Alaskan social work agency.

A nother feature of the project are 
the stipends provided students who wish 
to  train for social work in Alaska. These 
stipends range from  $1,800 for first-year 
students to  $2,000 for second year 
students, plus a dependency allowance of 
$350 for each dependent.

Griffiths was in Alaska not only to 
recruit for the project, bu t to  interview 
those who have already applied. He also 
visited social agencies in Fairbanks, 
Anchorage, Juneau and Ketchikan for 
com m itm ents from  those agencies that 
they will em ploy the project’s graduates.

The Alaska Project began in the fall 
of 1968 w ith five students enrolled that 
first year; seven enrolled in the fall of
1969. There are 14 applicants for the 
1970 school year.

The idea of training social workers 
for Alaska was tha t o f Edgar Perretz, 
form er assistant d irector o f the Institu te

KENNETH GRIFFITHS 
...On Treasure Hunt

of Mental Health’s Social Work Training 
and now Associate Dean of the School of 
Social Work at the University of 
Pennsylvania.

The form at was laid ou t in 1967 
when Professor Spartz was state welfare 
director and final approval came in the 
spring of 1968. The funding is for five 
years, after which tim e it is hoped tha t a 
graduate program in social work will have 
been established in Alaska.

According to  Spartz, there are

about 60 MSWs in Alaska now and “We 
can easily absorb 50 m ore.” The social 
workers are needed particularly in the 
rural areas where there are no formal 
welfare agencies. The emphasis in the 
project has been placed on rural social 
work and working w ith m inority groups, 
particularly Indians.

Problems peculiar to  the Indian, 
whether he be in Alaska, Utah or New 
Mexico, differ in a rural com m unity from 
those in an urban area. U nfortunately, 
say Griffiths and Spartz, most o f our 
social agencies are geared toward the 
urban areas.

Workers going into the rural areas 
will assist in com m unity development; 
they will attem pt to  help the small 
villages mobilize their own resources.

During his ‘treasure’ hunt, Griffiths 
has kept an eye out for people with 
outgoing personalities and an interest in 
people. “ These are the types we need in 
social w ork,” he says. “ And maybe some 
indication by their past em ploym ent or 
activities tha t they are interested in 
people.”

“ Scholarship is also im portant, o f 
course,” he says. “ We rate scholarship 
equally w ith the rest.”

This summer seven students from 
the Alaska project will come to  Alaska to  
do research w ork under the auspices of 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs. The two 
students coming to  Fairbanks will be 
involved with the school drop-out 
problem. There will also be tw o students 
in Bethel and one each in Nome, Juneau 
and Anchorage.

According to  Griffiths, “They’ll 
also w ork on the present assistance pro
gram to Natives from  the BIA and we 
hope they’ll be able to  do some work 
w ith Natives and villages in village de
velopment programs.” All will work 
under the supervision of local welfare 
agencies.

Eventually, says Griffiths, “ I’d like 
to  begin to  see more Natives trained in 
this field. I th ink they are better oriented 
to  working in the rural areas.”
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Summ er Program  Starts June 29
For the first tim e the dates o f the 

University of Alaska’s Summer Session, 
June 29—Aug. 7, and th e  Evening Class 
Program are being coordinated to  begin 
and end on the same dates. This will 
enable students to  take additional courses 
by attending day and evening classes at 
the same time.

In addition to  the regular session, 
there will be a short session June 8—26 
during which will be offered classes in 
m etalcraft, oil painting and education.

There will also be a special eight- 
week program, June 15—Aug. 7, which 
will cover such subjects as an thropo
lo g ic a l f ie ld  m ethods, elem entary 
German, m odern mathem atics, algebra 
and trigonom etry.

Courses in bo th  the special program 
and the short session are for full college 
credit, as are all the courses offered in the 
regular summ er session.

In the regular session a wide variety 
of courses will be offered in the fields of 
anthropology, art, business adminis
tration, education, English, geography, 
h is to r y ,  music, physical education, 
psychology, sociology, and speech.

Among the num ber of special pro
grams and workshops being offered this

The average faculty com pensation 
at the University of Alaska is $14,477 in 
1969-70. This inform ation was published 
by the Chronicle of Higher Education in 
its April 27 issue, in which faculty com
pensation at over 1,000 colleges was 
listed.

T h e  A m erican Association of 
University Professors also graded each 
school’s average salary and the University 
o f Alaska received a “ B” for not coming 
up to  the national average, but an “ A” in 
meeting the AAUP’s minimum standards.

The grading, o f course, does not 
take into consideration the cost o f living. 
Where an $12,000 average salary might be 
more than enough in a section of the 
country, say in the  South, where cost of 
living is lower, the same salary would not 
cover the cost o f living on the west coast, 
Hawaii, or Alaska adequately.

The University of Alaska ranks 
about equally with institutions o f higher 
learning such as Harvey Mudd College, 
California, $14,970, and University of 
Southern California, which is a bit higher 
a t $15,525. Also on a par with Alaska 
are: Arizona S tate University, $14,521; 
University o f Colorado,$14,449;Indiana 
University, $15,802; N orthern Illinois

sum m er at the University o f Alaska is the 
Simulated Office Practice Workshop, 
which is being funded by a $14,000 grant 
from  the State D epartm ent o f Education. 
It is designed to  assist Office Occupations 
teachers in applying realism in the class
room by simulating office-like back
ground for the students who will perform 
like office employees. To apply for this 
workshop, which runs June 22—26, write 
to  Gary Fuller, S tate Supervisor of Office 
Occupations, Division of Vocational 
E d u c a t io n ,  S ta te  D ep a rtm en t of 
Education, Juneau.

Aug. 10—14 there will be a Work
shop on Alaska, an intensive five-day 
course covering anthropology, biology, 
education, geography, mining, geology, 
history, literature, art and wildlife o f 
Alaska. Unlike the other workshops and 
special programs, this workshop will offer 
one semester hour o f credit in education.

J u n e  8—12 the 21st Annual 
Hom em akers Short Course will be 
offered. Open to  all women, it is made up 
of intensive five-day participation in lec
tures, discussion, tours and dem onstra
tions on home and com m unity develop
m ent. More inform ation is available from 
Agnes Sunnell, State Home Economics

U n iv e rs i ty , $14,407; University of 
Georgia, $14,571; University o f Miami, 
$ 1 5 ,2 0 2 ;  U n iv ers ity  o f Nebraska, 
$14,061; Ohio S tate University, $14,645; 
University o f Oregon, $14,980.

At the bo ttom  of those institutions 
r e p o r t in g  was Southern Missionary 
College, Tenn., $7,269. In the same 
neighborhood were: University o f Guam, 
$7,484; Pacific Union College, Calif. 
$7 ,584 ; Alderson-Broaddus, W. Va., 
$8,760; H uron College, S.D., $8,953; 
Stillman College, Ala., $8,817; Loretto 
Heights College, Colo., $9,158.

Among the leaders in faculty com
pensation, according to  the  AAUP survey, 
are: New School for Social Research, 
$22 ,1 7 5 ; Harvard, $21,100; Queens 
College, $19,817; Stanford, $19,320; 
Northwestern, $18,767; University of 
Pennsylvania, $17,672; University of 
California, $16,666.

The average income of college 
teachers barely increased enough in the 
past year to  keep it ahead of rising prices 
(Alaska’s did not go up at all), according 
to  this survey. This survey covered some 
255,000 faculty members at 1,148 
institutions.

Leader a t the Cooperative Extension 
Service, University o f Alaska.

The Summer Institu te for Teachers 
o f Handicapped Children runs June 
15—Aug. 7 and is designed to  better 
equip teachers to  w ork with children with 
h a n d ic a p s .  A p p lica tio n  forms are 
available from Dr. Charles White, 213 
Eielson, University o f Alaska.

June 15 is also the starting date of 
the Upward Bound Program which runs 
until July 24. A program to  help high 
school students develop the skills and 
motivation necessary for success in 
college, inform ation is available through 
the Director, Project Upward Bound, at 
the University.

July 12—Aug. 7 are the dates for 
the Summer Music Camp which offers 
group and individual instruction in band, 
orchestra, piano and voice. Any high 
school student is eligible to attend. Those 
interested should write to  Summer Music 
Camp, University of Alaska.

The Leadership Conference will be 
conducted July 26—31 for junior high 
and senior high school students ages 14 
and up. Its purpose is to  develop the 
leadership potential o f Alaska’s youth. 
Any youth  organization may send dele
gates. Contact Harlem Sandberg, State 
4-H  a n d  Y o u t h  Program Leader, 
Cooperative Extension Service, University 
of Alaska.

Additional summ er sessions will be 
given at the University’s com m unity 
colleges in Anchorage, Juneau-Douglas, 
Ketchikan, Kenai, Kodiak, Sitka and 
Matanuska-Susitna. For inform ation re
garding courses in any of those colleges, 
you should write directly to  the com
m unity college.

M ilitary  interested in summer 
courses should contact the education 
centers at Eielson Air Force Base and Ft. 
Wainwright.

A further description on evening 
classes and correspondence study are 
available in catalog form , as is the com
plete listing o f regular Summer Session 
courses, by writing the Division of 
Statewide Services.

NANOOK NEWS, the faculty- 
staff bulletin o f  the University 
o f  Alaska, is published each 
Monday during the academic 
year by the News Service 
Department, 108 Bunnell, phone 
479-7581. Dean Wariner, editor; 
Eddi Parker, contributor; Susan 
Lilley, production assistant. All 
media may quote and reprint 
without permission.

Average Faculty Salary a t University 
Compares Favorably Across the Nation
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M elange Nook
Assembled by Dean Wariner

DR. LEWIS I . HAINES, provost o f  the South
central Regional Center, never missed a sports ban
quet during his tenure as dean o f students at the 
College campus. He also attended again this year and 
was presented with a letter, sort of. It wasn’t a real 
one but em cee JIMMY BEDFORD presented it with  
real style.

* * *

EDDI PARKER, writer for News Service and a 
graduate student in history, was a prize-winner in the  
Ohio Press Women writing contest this month. She’s 
outgoing president o f the OPW which is an affiliate o f  
the National Federation o f Press Women. She took  a 
first place for writing in hom e furnishings (for the 
Akron Beacon Journal), a second for a Sunday 
supplement edited by a woman and a second in 
feature writing.

* * *

DR. JOHN GILMORE, head o f the Department 
o f Health, Physical Education and Recreation, proved 
last week that a coward knows what’s best for him. 
He refused to  join up with DON SCOTT, director of 
student activities, on the faculty football team. Turns 
out that Scott suffered multiple fractures o f one leg. 
“ He asked m e,” Gilmore said, “if  I was a coward and 
I said ‘y es’, and I’m glad I d id .”

He ^  *

MRS. JOHN GILMORE was honored last week  
as the outstanding married student at the annual 
ASUA Awards Luncheon. Son Steven helped with the 
dishes and other chores to  help keep Mother in 
school.

* * *

THE FLYING NANOOK AWARD this week  
goes to  Gov. Keith H. Miller who condensed his 
scheduled major speech at the ROTC Awards Cere
m ony May 2 into five sentences . . .  or was it eight?

* * *

BILL SMITH, ski coach, says he is organizing a
ski trip to Oslo, Norway for next December for the 
ski team. He said others than the team will be eligible 
to  go on a charter flight from Anchorage and return 
for $320. The normal fare is $704. To be eligible to 
go on the charter you must be a member for six 
months o f the U.S. Ski A ssociation which, if you join

the campus group, costs $2. If you  would like to go, 
contact Smith about a membership.

* * *

H O S T E S S  E V A  MC GOWN,  p i o n e e r  
Fairbanksan and avid supporter o f the University, 
attended several activities during Founder’s Week. 
Following the Elmer E. Rasmuson Library dedica
tion, Mrs. McGown collected the autograph o f Dr. 
Terence C. Armstrong, visiting professor o f econom ic 
geography from the Scott Polar Research Institute, 
University o f Cambridge, to go with her autograph of 
Scott, founder o f the institute.

* * *

LU ROWINSKI, director o f the University 
Museum, is looking for som e missing paintings which  
he has had to  report as lost. The paintings and their 
previous locations are: “Mountains and Sunset” by 
MacDonald in 18 Bunnell; “Cap Lathrop” by W.M. 
Rosent in Lathrop Hall; “Aurora” by Washburn in 
Skarland Hall; “ Fifty B elow ” by P. West in Accounts 
Payable; “Sun G od” by Thomas Wilson in SUB 
Lounge, and “ Yungchun” by Suk Yun Won at 
KUAC.

* * *

IN IT’S LAST ISSUE this semester, the Polar 
Star questioned the positioning o f the name plate on 
the new library, which the paper said was left of 
center. If you stand facing the nameplate, it ’s right o f  
center.

* * *

IN A RECENT article in the Chronicle of 
Higher Education, it was reported that most
universities in the nation today have no policy on 
abortion. A survey o f campuses by Dr. James A. 
Paulsen o f Stanford University showed that o f  71 
schools he queried, 60 per cent have no policy, but 
indicated that if they had one it would favor helping 
a co-ed obtain a therapeutic abortion, while 17 per 
cent said they would oppose it. The remaining 23 per 
cent said they would help the student in cases o f  
f o r c i b l e  rape or possible suicide. LUCILLE 
GARRISON, university nurse, said the University has 
no such policy and up to now has not had a need for 
one. She said with legislation providing for legal 
abortion in the State in effect, it may become 
necessary to adopt such a policy and that she would  
discuss it with the staff o f the O ffice o f Student 
Affairs. She said that such a policy has to be 
coordinated between student health and counseling 
staff.



Art Students Show Work in 1969-70


