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Voters To Consider U Bond Issue
More than 100,000 copies of a factual 

pamphlet giving details of a proposed 
$29.7 million bond issue for the 
University of Alaska’s statewide higher 
educational system were put in the mail 
today.

A copy was addressed to each of 
Alaska’s registered voters, who will reach 
a decision at the general election of 
November 3.

Before dealing with the specific parts 
of the University’s projected construction 
p ro g ram  th e  brochure offers the 
following introductory summary:

“ On November 3, 1970, Alaskans will 
have the opportunity to  build on their 
notable record o f support for higher 
education.

“The 1970 Legislature directed that 
on that day a proposal for the issuance of 
$29.7 million in bonds is to appear on the 
ballot.

“ T he L egisla ture  chose general 
obligation bonds, which do not impose an 
additional tax on property owners. It 
directed the allocation of proceeds 
through the University of Alaska’s 
statewide system of higher education, 
which includes seven community colleges 
and more in the planning stage.

“Pressing needs were considered in 
every area in terms of population growth, 
e d u c a tio n a l facilities, business and 
industrial requirements and employment 
opportunities.

The detailed breakdown on the bond 
proposition begins with $5.5 million for 
Anchorage Community College, which, 
the folder notes “expects an increase of 
as much as 250 per cent over present 
enrollment by 1975.”

This is the oldest and largest o f the 
community colleges and, the pamphlet 
says, it still lacks facilities in a variety of 
fields of instruction, both academic and 
vocational-technical.

A $6 million item in the bond package 
w o u ld  p ro d u ce  a regional higher 
educational library in Anchorage. It 
would be “a joint library with Anchorage 
C o m m u n ity  C ollege and Alaska 
Methodist University offering service to 
the Southcentral region” .

“ It would be a flexible building, 
constructed between the college and 
AM.U. near the University of Alaska’s 
Southcentral Regional Center for upper 
division and graduate studies, and it 
would initially have some 125,000 
volumes,” the folder adds.

T w o  c o m m u n i t y  co lleg es  — 
Juneau-Douglas and Ketchikan — that 
have their first stage buildings would 
benefit by $750,000 each for a second 
building on each campus.
a j R

N e i t h e r  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a ,  
M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  n o r  Kod iak  
Community College has its own building, 
the voters are reminded. Classes in each 
area are held in the evenings in local 
school district facilities, despite increased 
enrollments and a demand in some 
localities for daytime courses.

The proposed bond issue would 
allocate $750,000 for an initial home of 
its own for Kenai Peninsula Community 
C ollege and  $ 5 0 0 ,0 0 0  each for 
M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  and  Kod iak  
Community Colleges.

“The entire construction package 
includes six community colleges. The 
seventh, Sitka, will receive additional 
funds from the University’s operating 
budget. Also, the University plans to 
develop a community college at Nome, 
and others are in the discussion stage.”

A footnote carries the notation: 
“Educational bond issues are eligible 

to compete for an interest rate of 3 per 
cent under Title III of the Higher

Educational Facilities Act. Compared to 
conventional interest rates, the potential 
savings to Alaska is a very great sum.”

For the campus at College, the folder 
notes, passage of the bond proposal 
w oul d  produce $4 million for a 
minerals-biosciences resources building. 
This facility is described as “necessary for 
students, teachers and scientists to help 
a c h i e v e  g o a l s  u n d e r s c o r e d  by  
conservationists and economists in a 
developing Alaska”.

A proposed $1.25 million health and 
safety building would house an infirmary,

the fire department and the department 
of safety and security.

“The distance from hospital care (in 
Fairbanks) and the vital function of the 
safety and security department emphasize 
the need,” the folder says.

There would be $3.5 million for 
student housing facilities, $2.5 million for 
roads, streets and parking facilities, and 
$1.5 million for modernization of College 
utilities.

“ Utilities modernization and solving of 
traffic and parking problems are twin 
high priority measures on a campus that 
experiences severe winters, mud in spring 
and fall, and dust in summer,” the folder 
states. “Dormitory space on the College 
campus has reached its capacity and 
growth is inevitable. Bond issue revenues

w ou ld  rel ieve a critical housing 
condition.”

The bond proposal sets a precedent in 
one respect, the brochure notes. In the 
field of agriculture this is the first time 
the University has had an opportunity to 
p r e s e n t  a p ro gr am  of  cap i ta l  
improvements to  the people since the 
Alaska Agricultural Experiment Station 
was turned over to the University in 1967 
by the Federal government.

‘Som e fac i l i t i es  have become 
o b s o l e t e , ’ ’ t h e  f o l d e r  s a y s .  
“Modernization of others is required if 
Alaska is to make even reasonable 
headway towards feeding itself.”

T he proposed agriculture money 
would be distributed as follows:

$450,000 for construction of a beef 
research center on the Kenai Peninsula; 
$200,000 for development of a beef 
research and development ranch on 
Kodiak Island; $700,000 for replacement 
of the Dairy Center in the Matanuska 
Valley; $250,000 for construction of 
laboratory and workrooms at Palmer; 
$550,000 for building laboratories and 
office space at College; $100,000 for 
construction of a multi- purpose livestock 
housing facility at College, and $50,000 
for building a machinery storage shed 
here.
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Teams of Scientists Investigate Arctic 
Areas Under IBP, AIDJEX Programs

In scattered stations on the remote 
Alaskan tundra, tiny sensors test the wind 
and unmanned devices gather data on 
i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h i n  th i s  un ique 
environment.

And on the frozen northern seas, 
floating ice islands are home-base to 
hardy scientists accumulating facts on the 
movement of arctic waters.

Both scientific programs, in which the 
University of Alaska is an active 
participant, indicate a new direction for 
science — a movement toward large-scale, 
interdisciplinary examination of natural 
phenomena. And both projects will yield 
information of especial import to  Alaskan 
residents, faced with problems of 
continuing development and growth.

The tundra experiment is conducted 
u n d e r  t h e  International Biological 
Program’s Tundra Biome Project. The 
i c e - f l o e  s t u d ie s ,  now h a nd le d  
independently by various agencies, are 
being gathered under the umbrella of 
AIDJEX, the Arctic Ice Dynamics Joint 
Experiment.

Through the International Biological 
Program (IBP), more than 50 nations are 
studying problems of overpopulation, 
shortage of food and environmental 
destruction. Dr. George West of the 
University’s Institute of Arctic Biology is 
co-director of the program, together with 
Dr. Jere Brown of the U.S. Army Cold 
Regions Research Center in Hanover, N.J.

Called into existence in 1964 by the 
In te rna t iona l  Council of Scientific 
Unions, IBP was organized into national 
committees five years ago. Some nations 
concentrate on seeking solutions to 
specific problems; others, like the United 
States, analyze the operation of major 
ecological systems within their borders.

The deciduous, coniferous and tropical 
forests of the United States have been 
r eco gni zed  as ma jo r  eco-systems 
(biomes), with the grasslands, desert and 
tundra also identified. In each biome, 
numerous study sites of varying size have 
been established for investigation of the 
area’s distinct, interrelated cycles of life.

The tundra biome, studied on Alaska’s 
vast North Slope, is a frozen region 
densely covered with low-growing plants. 
A distinguishing feature is the tundra’s 
intricate moisture balance, according to 
preliminary models which researchers 
have constructed from IBP data.

Through the Tundra Biome Project, a 
series of manned and unmanned stations 
has been set up across the arctic ranges. 
Insect traps capture various indiginous

species, while evaporation tanks guage 
m o i s tu r e  loss; wind velocity and 
d i r e c t i o n ,  t e m p e r a t u r e  gradients, 
moisture balance and distribution of solar 
energy are studied in various experiments.

N atural occurances are simulated 
t h r o u g h  m a n i p u l a t i o n  of  th e  
environment; for example, the effect of 
caribou overgrazing is examined by 
cutting down the dense plant-cover. 
However ,  t h e  program emphasizes 
experiments on man-created disturbances. 
For this reason wheeled vehicles cross and 
re-cross experiment areas to provide data 
on erosion and other effects.

This  is th e  first concentrated 
interdisciplinary study of the tundra. 
Biologists, geophysicists, meteorologists 
and experts in other fields cooperate in 
research and analysis. The reams of data 
collected at the research sites are then 
processed by the University’s Geophysical 
Institute, a major project participant.

The AIDJEX program, presently under 
consideration, will unite independent 
research now being conducted on the 
polar ice cap.

Participating organizations will include 
th e  Univers i t i es  o f  A laska and 
Washington ,  the  Lam ont-D oherty  
G eological Observatory, the Arctic 
Institute of North America, the National 
S c i e n c e  F o u n d a t i o n  and  Rand 
Corporation.

Interest in ice-pack studies has evolved 
since the International Geophysical Year 
(IGY); projects in the north polar seas 
have multiplied rapidly since then. Under 
the AIDJEX program, a coordinated 
study will be made of the motion of the 
ice pack in the arctic waters and the 
importance of the polar cap in exchange 
of energy between the earth’s surface and 
atmosphere.

The polar ice cap acts as a huge mirror, 
reflecting much o f the radiation received 
back into the atmosphere; the ice also 
forms a thermal barrier, restricting the 
f low o f  heat in the eco-system. 
Disturbance of the pack (through vessel 
traffic and other occurances) may result 
in drastic climactic changes, as energy 
transferral, now reduced 20 orders of 
magnitude by the ice, is facilitated.

AIDJEX researchers will study relation 
of ice to  air and water stress, amount of 
new ice produced, structural dynamics of 
the ice pack, "the primary processes 
which take place in arctic waters — and 
the effects which man’s presence will 
have on these processes.

For the experiments, five manned 
stations will be established on floating ice 
islands, surrounded by remote, unmanned 
stations. A pilot project scheduled for 
next spring will explore methods of 
estab lish ing  these scientific camps; 
another pilot study will follow before the 
full-scale AIDJEX program is launched 
sometime in 1973.

Talk Show On 
KUAC Radio 
Each Weekend

People talk every Saturday night at 11 
o ’clock, on KUAC’s “People Talk”  pro
gram.

Guests rather than selected topics 
make up the program, which features 
conversations covering many subjects. 
And the talking people aren’t limited to 
the production studio, as listeners are 
encouraged to  add opinions by calling the 
station during the program.

KUAC’s “ People Talk” grew from the 
idea that today people rarely have the 
chance or time to sit and informally chat 
with each other at length. And, just as 
conversation varies, “People Talk” guests 
vary in their interests and backgrounds. 
R e c e n t  visitors have included Bill 
Coppethwaite, anthropologist and yurt 
builder extraordinaire, who compared 
contem porary Alaskan Eskimo and 
Indian artifacts with those of the Lapps, 
and Tom McQuire and Charlie Wolf who 
discussed their two-thousand-mile canoe 
adventure on Alaskan rivers. Diversity of 
guests is the trademark of the program.

Program guides, which list other 
KUAC features, are available at the 
station office.

N A N O O K  N E W S ,  the  
faculty-staff bulletin o f the 
U n ivers ity  o f  A la ska , is 
published each week during the 
academic year by the Office o f  
U n i v e r s i t y  R e l a t i o n s ,  
Department o f  News Service, 
108 Bunnell, phone 479-7581. 
Larry Davies, News Service 
Manager; Patricia Monaghan, 
editor; Eddi Parker, contributor.
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PIPELINE LEAKS
VIC FISCHER, Director of ISEGR, was one of the 

major witnesses in this week’s hearings on 
REGIONAL PLANNING ISSUES held by the Urban 
Affairs Subcommittee of the congressional Joint 
Economic Committee in Washington. The committee 
is seeking to discover “how we can adapt our political 
structures . . .  to solve economic and social problem .
. . but at the same time retain a maximum of local 
political power,” according to Chairman Richard 
Bolling, Democratic representative from Missouri. 
Fischer addressed the committee on use of the 
nation’s private enterprise system to meet social 
demands.

Several representatives from the INSTITUTE OF 
MARINE SCIENCE attended “Ocean World”, the 
international oceanographic assembly held last month 
in Tokyo. Dr. D.K. BUTTON presented a paper 
co-authored by Sally DUNKER on nutrient uptake 
related to phosphate; Dr. J.J. GOERING, who served 
as chairman for the first half of the hydrogeochemical 
symposium, presented a paper on nitrogen
fixation co-authored by F.A. RICHARDS and R.C. 
DUGDALE. Dr. D.W. HOOD convened the session on 
biogeochemistry in the hydrosphere and read a paper 
co-authored by Dr. P.J. KINNEY and Don WILSON 
on metal-organic complexes in sea water. Finally, Dr. 
J.B. MATTHEWS presented a paper on analysis of 
tides near Barrow, and a paper by Dr. K.V. 
NATARAJAN, although not read, was included in 
the preceedings.

Friends o f Terris Moore, second president of the 
University and President Emeritus, learned last week 
of the death of Moore’s only son “under very tragic 
circumstances.” More information will be coming at a 
later date.

The Library’s public catalogue now reflects its 
microform holdings o f Human Relations Area Files 
(HRAF), a special research retrieval facility stocked 
with thousands of pages of data of interest to

Looking for Christmas gifts? There’s none better 
than a painting by an Alaskan artist. John Angaiak is 
the artist and he’ll be having a one-man show of his 
work Monday through Friday, Oct. 26-30, in the 
Special Orientation Services office, 112 Bunnell.

A senior majoring in sociology, John hails from 
Tununak; his minor and first love is art. He will 
display 20 works in acrylic and ink. All are framed.

“There has not been any noticeable inflationary 
impact in Anchorage from the petroleum discoveries 
on the North Slope of Alaska and the construction 
boom of 1968-70,” states DR. ARLON TUSSING in 
this month’s REVIEW OF BUSINESS AND ECO
NOMIC CONDITIONS, published by the University’s 
ISEGR. The analytic cost comparison, which filled 
the entire September issue of the Review, showed a 
“steady narrowing of the gap between family budget 
costs in Anchorage . . . and those in the rest of the 
United States.” Tussing emphasizes that “ the reduc
tion in the cost of living differential between 
Anchorage and the national average has not been the 
result of lower dollar prices in Anchorage, but of a 
local rate of inflation substantially lower than the 
rate of inflation for the United States.”

FLYING NANOOK OF THE WEEK AWARD goes 
to DR. RICHARD FINEBERG of the political 
science department for grace under pressure during 
his appearance last week on KFRB’s “Beeline” 
program. When ?sked by his debate opponent to read 
a lengthy passage, Fineberg replied candidly, albeit 
slowly, “I think it ’s absurd to ask a stutterer to read 
on the radio,” and then proceeded to read the piece 
with admirable fluency.

T h e  A M E R I C A N  A S S O C I A T I O N  OF  
UNIVERSITY WOMEN will meet Monday, Oct. 19 at 
8 p.m. in the Nanook Lounge of the Patty Gym.

anthropologists, sociologists, political scientists, social 
psychologists, area specialists, and others involved in 
the study of man, his culture , and his habitat. The 
files and indexing catalogue are located on Level 1 
with the microcard readers. A rotating book display 
on timely topics is located in the Level 3 lounge area; 
nearby, a question /suggestion/ complaint notebook 
awaits entries, with “hostilities or compliments 
welcome,” according to the library staff.

A recent grant to the University from the National 
Science Foundation, totalling $55,000, has gone to 
Dr. Russell Guthrie, associate professor of Biological 
Sc i ence s ,  for research entitled “Destabilizing 
Pressures Affecting Pelage Polymorphism in Arctic 
and Subarctic Mammals.”

Two grants o f equipment have been received by 
th e  GEOPHYSI CAL INSTITUTE from the 
NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION. In support of 
auroral research conducted by Dr. T. Neil Davis, two 
13 MM TV lenses and three horizontal display 
monitors were donated; the equipment will be used 
on observation points on Ester Dome, Fort Yukon 
and Poker Flat to capture pictures of the Northern 
Lights. The second gift has made available for 
“Support of the Geophysical Institute” over a dozen 
pieces of equipment which will be used for all phases 
of geophysical research under Institute Director Keith 
Mather. The equipment includes a camera, a truck, 
pneumatic drills, microscopes, a spectrum analyzer, 
ocsillographs, and printing and dry processing 
machines, among other items.
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Enrollment Figures Hit Record High
TEN YEAR GROWTH CURVE 1960 -  70
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OVERALL AVERAGE GROWTH 11% PER YEAR

Public Service Conference 
Devoted to Adult Education

Enrollment on the College campus 
took a sharp upswing this fall, with 18% 
more students registering than in 1969.

According to figures released by the 
R egistrar’s office last week, 2645 
students have signed up for fall semester 
classes, an increase of 420 over last fall 
and substantially over the 2500 projected 
fall enrollment. The average annual 
growth figure for the College campus is 
11%.

The students break down into the 
following categories: men 1591, women 
1054 ;  Alaskans 1918, out-of-state 
students 644, foreign students 83; 
fulltime students 1934, part time and 
non-degree students 539.

A 33% increase was noted in 
out-of-state student enrollment; another 
statistically important figure was the 28% 
growth in non-degree students, including 
adult express registrants. As might be 
expected, the most noticeable increase 
was in the freshman class, which enrolled 
797 to last year’s7 1 1 .

In student credit hours, the same 18% 
growth was noted,with 32362 credit 
hours signed for this fall, to last year’s 
27291.

Within the various colleges, most 
stayed within the 18% overall growth 
figure, but Biological Sciences and 
Renewable Resources leaped up 37% 
(declared majors), with the department of 
biology alone up 57%.

Bass Thesis 
Praised After 
Film Festival

A 1969 MFA thesis at UA has won 
critical praise as a result of its screening at 
the recent Ann Arbor Film Festival.

“The Giant’s Tattoo Parlor” was the 
thesis of Howard Bass, who earned the 
University’s first MFA in creative writing 
with this half-hour fantasy film; critic 
Edgar Daniels, in “New Cinema Review” 
(Vol. 1 No. 3) praised it as “the best (that 
is, the most completely and imaginatively 
accomplished) film of the festival.”

Daniels selected Bass’s film despite his 
judgement that the fantasy films in the 
festival were “least effective generally.”

“ One reaches for names like Fellini” 
the reviewer exclaims, in describing the 
“Chaplinesque character in a top hat 
(who) goes through a series of illogically 
related adventures in a snow-covered 
countryside.”

Public service representatives from 
around the state gathered last week on 
the campus of the University of Alaska to 
discuss continuing adult education in the 
1970’s.

Over 50 administrators from school 
districts, community colleges, the Co
operative Extension Service, the State 
Department of Education, and the 
University convened last Tuesday for a 
3-day conference to discuss development 
of programs to  meet the growing educa
tional needs of Alaskans.

“The future role of public service,” 
stated Vice-President for Public Service 
Arthur Buswell in the keynote speech of 
the conference, “will be determined by 
the imagination we use in designing 
programs to meet the needs and desires of 
Alaskans. It will be determined by our 
ab i l i t y  to  communicate with our 
citizens.”

Buswell explained that, “ It is the 
intention of the Board of Regents to 
make community college programs avail
able to  each city of over 15,000 within 
the next ten years.” This would mean an 
increase from the present nine commu
nity college programs to a total of twenty 
programs, at least half of which will be

full-scale community colleges with 
campuses.

The needs of Alaskans, according to 
Buswell, demand new academic programs 
at all levels, including establishment of 
medical and law schools, advanced 
research to meet local and state needs, 
and new degree requirements emphasizing 
self-direction.

“Not many people know in school 
what they are going to do throughout 
life,” said Dr. Clifford Hartman in a 
presentation to the conference. “Because 
education really begins after you get out 
of school, all state agencies need to work 
together to further adult education.”

Lectures and discussions centered on 
national trends, cross-cultural problems, 
vocational education and adult education 
in general.

“One in three Alaskans in Anchorage 
takes part in some type of learning 
activity in one year,” said Dr. James 
Matthews who reported on a survey of 
adult education which he recently com
pleted. “However, the ones who could 
profit most from education were the least 
interested. Persons who had experienced > 
the benefits of education were anxious to 
continue learning.”


