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The voters o f  Alaska responded 
this week to the increasing needs o f  
the statewide University system by 
rating to approve issuance o f S29.7  
nillion in bonds for expanded  
facilities 011 all campuses.

In District 16, the Fairbanks 
area, the bond issue passed by an 
overwhelming margin, with results 
on Wednesday standing 2-1 for 
a p p ro v a l. In th e  University  
precinct, the vote was even more 
h e a v i l y  fo r  p a ssa g e , w i t h  
Wednesday’s total being 452 yes tc 
62 no votes.

The campaign for passage o f the 
bond issue was waged through 
radi o ,  T V ,  and n ew sp a p er  
advertising, through news releases 
from the University, and through a 
brochure sent to all voters.

By far the most important facet 
o f the campaign, however, was 
/olunteer work done by interested

From preliminary reports, the campus 
’nited Good Neighbors Drive may well 
ich  or top its contribution quota of 
18-20,000.

Figures announced Wednesday by 
»mpus UGN chairman Harold Byrd show 
865 in pledges received, with only three 
f 70 volunteer teams reporting.

“We hope to  receive the other team 
>ports soon, so that the final total can be 
\bulated this week,” Byrd said. Teams 
re apparently running behind schedule in 
jturning pledge cards and contributions.

Already-pledged campus employees 
■?em to have no preference in method of 
ayment; an even break-down was noted 
'tween cash, payroll deductions and 
rect billing, with one-third of the 

ledgees choosing each.
The majority of contributors opted to 

vide their donation proportionately 
’tween all agencies; but four specified 
e Boy Scout Council, five the Alaska 

rippled Children’s Association, and one 
le Salvation Army.

students and citizens. Members o f  
C i t i z e n s ’ Ad v i s o r y  Gr o u p s

throughout the state met with local 
civic organizations to explain the

bond issue and how it would  
benefit their areas; other interested 
p e r s o n s  a s s i s t e d  t h r o u g h  
contributions o f m oney, time and 
labor.

y
Dr. Valeriya Troitskaya found time in 

a busy schedule of formal and informal 
scientific conferences to  meet with 
representatives of local media on campus 
this week.

r , • y  - *
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Dr. T ro itskaya

Discussion during the hour-and-a-half 
long press meeting varied from technical 
data to  social and personal information 
about this visiting Russian scientist. Dr. 
Troitskaya was in Fairbanks as part of a 
month-long tour of scientific agencies in 
the United States.

Dr. T ro itskaya , a geomagnetist, 
specializes in study of micropulsations, 
small quick changes in the earth’s 
magnetic field. She spoke of hopes for 
world-wide cooperation in this area; 
eventually, she feels, there will be an 
in te rn a t io n a l  network of stations 
re c o rd in g  such pulsations. Already 
France, Cuba and India have established 
such facilities.

The Russian visitor found especially 
interesting research conducted at the 
University’s Geophysical Institute on 
infrasonic waves. She and Dr. Charles 
Wilson of the Institute explained at 
length a proposed joint experiment 
be tw een  the U.S. and Russia to 
accumulate data on these low frequency 
pressure waves.

Pending final confirmation by the 
National Science Foundation and the 
State Departments of both countries, the 
project would entail establishment of an 
infrasonic observation post in Northern 
European Russia, a duplicate of the 
station at the Geophysical Institute here. 
The project, if approved, would mean 
th a t  these long-wave-length sounds, 
inaudible to  the human ear, would be 
re c o rd e d  as p a r t o f  continuing 
investigation  of aurora and other 
atmospheric disturbances.

C on t. on Page 2
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Library Shelves iMow Hold 
Quarter-Million Volumes

The University’s Elmer E. Rasmuson 
Library has reached the quarter million 
volume mark with a recent donation by 
Dr. and Mrs. Elmer E. Rasmuson.

The library was named in Dr. 
Rasmuson’s honor last spring. Chairman 
of the Board of the National Bank of 
Alaska, Dr. Rasmuson was a member of 
the University’s Board of Regents from

Trosfrskaya . . .
C on t. from  Page 1

“We are used to looking at the 
electromagnetic side of aurora and other 
such phenomenon,” Dr. Troitskaya feels, 
“but approaching the subject through 
infrasonics can open new doors for 
science.”

The Geophysical Institute at present 
has the only facility in the world for 
recording infrasonic waves generated by 
auroral displays.

Science aside, Dr. Troitskaya also 
spoke on social questions of importance 
to her. A member of the Russian national 
women’s committee, she was examining 
the American women’s rights movement 
in order to discover its aims and 
motivations.

“This is not merely a question of the 
place of women,” she stated. “This is a 
question of the whole society.”

She attributed Russia’s declining 
birth-rate to the fact that Russian women 
must work as well as raising a family. 
“That is two full-time jobs,” she feels.

Dr. T ro itsk ay a  noted a major 
difference between the place of women in 
Russia and outside. “ Here you have 
unequal pay for men and women,” she 
said. “ In Russia, an individual does a job, 
and no one looks to see if it is a man or a 
woman.”

A spirit of international cooperation 
pervaded Dr. Troitskaya’s remarks.

“This is a wonderful opportunity to 
v isit other scientific centers,” she 
asserted. “Publications are so far behind 
what is really happening; personal contact 
is the only way to keep up-to-date. I am 
now in a good position to point out 
common aims to  other Russian scientists.

She plans to bring something other 
than scientific data and souvenirs3 back 
to Russia. In Texas she discovered a 
co ck ta il made with “ three-quarters 
consomme, one-quarter vodka” which she 
plans to  introduce to her colleagues upon 
her return.

1950 to  1956 and chairman of the board 
from 1956 to 1969.

The Rasmusons’ book, the 250,000th 
to go on the library shelves, is titled “ A 
Medical Handbook for Missionaries in 
Cold Climates.” Written by the Rev. J.H.

Romig, who was also a doctor and 
medical missionary in Alaska for the 
Moravian Church, the rare book was 
published by Boericke and Tafel in 1904 
and is now out of print.

On the inside cover, Dr. Rasmuson 
wrote in dedication:

“ T his w as the medical 
handbook which my parents 
used, as missionaries of the 
Swedish Covenant Church in 
Yakutat, in raising my sister 
and myself and in ministering ' 
to  th e  p eo p le  of the 
community.”

A lso on hand for the formal 
presentation of the book to the library 
director, Theodore Ryberg, was Dr. Carol 
Allison, granddaughter of the author, the 
Rev. J. H. Romig. She is presently curator 
of geology at the University museum and 
her husband, Richard, is an associate 
professor of geology there.

Dr. Allison was born in Fairbanks and 
reared in Dawson, Yukon Territory until 
age 11, when the family moved to 
California. She returned to  Alaska in 
1968. Her mother, Mrs. Elizabeth Daly of 
Oakland, California, is the Rev. Mr. 
Romig’s daughter. She was born in Bethel 
and brought up in Seward.

The Rev. Mr. Romig arrived in Alaska 
in 1896. After he left the missionary 
field, he practiced medicine in the 
Fairbanks area until the 1930’s, when he 
moved to  Anchorage. In 1941 he retired 
to  Colorado Springs where he died in 
1951.

I m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w in g  th e  
presentation of the 250,000th book to 
the library, President William R. Wood 
p re se n te d  b o o k  number 250,001. 
President Wood’s donation is titled 
“ Roosevelt: The Soldier of Freedom 
1940-1945” , and is the final volume in a 
biographical series on the late president. 
It is the first book published by 
Harcourt-Brace-Jovanovich since the firm 
underwent a name change earlier this 
year; the company was formerly Harcourt 
Brace & World. The book was a personal 
g ift to  Dr. Wood from William 
Jovanovich, for 15 years the firm’s chief 
executive officer, and now chairman of 
the board.

Native Carvings 
Now For Sale

An unusual collection of Southeastern 
Indian carvings is on sale at the University 
th ro u g h  education instructor Lary 
Schafer. The carvings are the work of 
Norman Jackson, the Tlinget artist from 
Kake who designed the totem pole for 
Japan’s Expo 70 World’s Fair.

Money raised through this art sale will 
allow Jackson to  participate in a 
University-sponsored seminar and tour of 
Japan, to be held Dec. 27-Jan. 11.

All items, including totems, silver 
pieces and a carved wooden box, will be 
sold by bid. Anyone interested in 
purchasing these fine carvings and silver 
works should contact Lary Schafer, 
Alaska Rural Schools Project office.

Computer Short 
Course Planned

A short course in Fortran IV based on 
the IBM system 360 is slated to  begin 
Nov. 16 and run through Dec. 1, meeting 
daily at 4:00-5:00 p.m. in Room 115, 
Biosciences Building.

T h e  co u rse  is in te n d e d  fo 
professionals whose work would be 
e n h an ced  by program m ing skills. 
Problems will be run on the University’s 
IBM 360 computer by each participant.

A fee will be charged for use of 
computer time. Faculty and staff with 
established accounts at the Computer 
Center may register with the secretary 
there; those wishing to  open Computer 
Center accounts must call the Center 
secretary at Ext. 7665.

Others wishing to enroll in the course 
may register at the Office of Short 
Courses and Conferences, Division of 
Statewide Services, Eielson 119. Because 
enrollment is on a first-come, first-served 
basis, those registering through the 
Division of Statewide Services must enroll 
in person.

For further information call 479-7665 
or 479-7715.

N A N O O K  N E W S ,  the  
I faculty-staff bulletin o f  the 

U n ivers ity  o f  A la ska , is 
published each week during the 
academic year by the Office o f  
U n i v e r s i t y  R e l a t i o n s ,  
Department o f  News Service, 
108 Bunnell, phone 479-7581. 
Larry Davies, News Service 
Manager; Patricia Monaghan, 
editor; Eddi Parker, contributor.
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The November campus calendar erroneously listed  
the University W omen’s Association bazaar and guest 
day as being scheduled for Nov. 20. The bazaar is 
scheduled, as is printed in members’ programs, for 
Dec. 5, w hile the organization’s Alaskan dinner is 
scheduled for Nov. 20. The dinner will be held at 8 
p.m. that evening in the U o f  A Commons. Betty 
Hood and Fran Darnell are co-chairmen.

JOHN KOO, Assistant Professor o f Japanese, 
com pleted requirements for his Ph.D. degree at 
Indiana University last month. Under their system the 
doctorate is granted immediately rather than waiting 
for the follow ing com m encem ent. Dr. Koo attended  
the Western Conference of the Association o f  Asian 
Studies in Bozeman, Montana, last month where he 
read a paper entitled “ Specification o f an Unfamiliar 
Sound and the Japanese /r/ ” . Several days later he 
successfully defended the dissertation in Bloom ington  
and was awarded the degree.

The BRASS ENSEMBLE will perform in concert 
Thursday, Nov. 12 in the Great Hall at 7:30, under 
the sponsorship o f the music department.

KAREN AND PETER PLINSKA, who lost all their 
belongings in a fire tw o weeks ago, are not able to 
recover their losses. Karen is a secretary at the 
Institute o f Water Resources, and Dr. Sage Murphy, 
head o f the Institute, has sent out a campus-wide plea 
for donations to  help the Plinskas reestablish their 
household. Karen is size 9-10; Peter, shirt size 15'/2, 
pants 33-30. Call IWR, 7777, or com e to Duckering 
333 if  you  can help with household goods, clothing, 
or monetary donations.

Alaska’s Marine Highway system turned “a very 
healthy operating record” during its first six fiscal 
years, despite its failure to m eet public expectations 
as “a big m oney maker,” Professor GEORGE W. 
ROGERS reported in the October issue of the 
“ Review o f  Business and Econom ic Conditions” 
published by ISEGR. Rogers said that the ferry 
system was suffering from this failure to  meet 
popular expectations, which he attributed to “grossly 
o v e r - in f la te d ” predictions during the “initial 
promotional stage.”

Former University secretary JANET TYVITCHELL 
sent sad news recently to friends here. She lost her 
husband, Capt. Dwane Twitchell, in Springfield, Mo., 
under unspecified circumstances.

The FLYING NANOOK OF THE WEEK AWARD 
is spli t into 62 tiny pieces this week, with a 
portion o f the prize going to each of the nay-sayers in 
the University precinct who voted against the $29.7  
million bond issue (Proposition 11). We assume, o f  
course, that few if  any of the notorious 62 are 
affiliated with the campus.

Local newsman and com m entator JOE LaROCCA 
and assistant professor o f history GEORGE  
BULLOCK return to the Alaska Forum discussion  
group Tuesday, Nov. 10, to present their analysis of 
the recent election for this open luncheon session. 
ALASKA FORUM, a new organization formed by 
students and faculty, meets each Tuesday at noon in 
the upper Commons Lounge to  “provide a steamvalve 
for campus discussion and controversy,” according to  
Lyle Harris, associate professor o f journalism and a 
member o f  the group. Other Forum members are 
students Barbara Rhines, Nancy Linck, Phil Jacobson 
and Stephen Reeve; Robert Weeden, professor o f  
wildlife management, Bob Allen, instructor in 
Eng l i s h ,  D on Wright, assistant professor o f  
journalism, and Terry Choy, assistant professor o f art. 
Speakers will talk informally at the weekly luncheon  
sessions on curriculum changes, foreign language 
requirements, campus unrest, ecology and Alaskan oil 
developm ent, among other subjects, during the 
semester.

It finally looks like radio station KUAC, presently 
located in the SUB, is on its way in a move to its new 
hom e in the Fine Arts Complex. This week, several 
pieces o f equipment were moved to  the lower level of 
the Fine Arts Complex, and a temporary control 
room was set up in KUAC’s present production  
studio. “ If we com plete the move before Christmas,” 
com m ented Sue Pittman, station manager, “ it will be 
the best present I could imagine!”

The next EARTH SCIENCES SEMINAR will be 
held Monday, Nov. 9, at 4:00 p.m. in 201 Brooks 
Building. Dr. James Anderson will speak on “ A 
Paleoecological Study in the Atlin Valley, Northwest 
British Columbia and Southwest Yukon Territory.”

The First Annual BARTLETT WINTER ART 
SHOW opens next week in the lounge o f the 
dormitory, under the auspices of the hall’s Cultural 
Affairs Committee. The show, a display o f  
undergraduate and graduate student art works, opens 
with black-tie festivities beginning at 8 p.m. on Nov. 
13. Invitations must be presented at the door and are 
available through Cynde Grubis, Ext. 7452. The show  
will be open to  the public Saturday, Nov. 14, from 8 
— 11 p.m. and Sunday, Nov. 15, from 2 — 4 p.m.
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Visitors to the University of Alaska 
will enjoy a rare visual and cultural 
experience this m onth at the Fine Arts 
Gallery.

A group o f almost thirty scrolls by one 
of China’s master calligraphers is now on 
exhibit in the Gallery, located in the Fine 
A rts  C om plex . R u n n in g  through 
November 22, the show represents the 
first Alaskan showing of the works of Li 
Li-Ta. It is also the first major showing in 
the state of this unusual Oriental art 
form.

To introduce Chinese calligraphy to 
the Fairbanks public, Hong Kong artist 
Terrence Choy will present a gallery 
lecture at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 10. 
Choy, an assistant professor of art, will 
explain the aesthetics of calligraphy as 
well as its history and development.

N othing in the Western artistic 
tradition is quite the equivalent of this 
Chinese art form, for calligraphy is 
h a n d w ritin g  as well as art. The 
callig rapher, working with Chinese 
handwritten characters, varies and adapts 
the letters to form an abstract pattern, 
expressive o f his unique view of the 
characters’ meaning.

One needs no knowledge of the 
written Chinese language to enjoy the 
beauty of Li Li-Ta’s magnificent works. 
The Western art lover, with only 
knowledge of a work’s title, can 
appreciate its meaning by viewing it as an 
abstract composition, much as he would 
view the purely abstract works of many 
modern Western masters.

“Chinese characters are composed of 
strokes, splashes and dots,” by Li’s 
description, “which form a pattern. The 
beau ty  of calligraphy is expressed 
through balance and poise of the 
composition of each character, lively 
movement of the strokes and dots, the 
s tru c tu re  of the pattern and its 
c o n s is te n c y  and  v a r ia tio n , the  
relationship between the characters and 
between lines. To the artist, calligraphy is 
a creation. The character, though each 
has a meaning, is but a medium through 
which the artist expresses his art.”

The scrolls included in this exhibition 
were specifically selected by the artist for 
Western audiences; the show includes 
works representative of two major styles 
of calligraphy. Half of the scrolls 
represent Li’s interpretations of ancient 
calligraphy, excerpted from inscriptions 
dating back as far as 200 B.C. and 
encompassing rock carvings, stone tablets 
and oracle bones. The balance of the 
collection is original modern calligraphy, 
mounted in the traditional manner.

The Chinese handwritten characters 
used in calligraphy were stylized over 
c e n tu r ie s  o f  use from  primitive 
hieroglyphs, blit even today retain the 
pictoral quality of their originals. Changes 
in the script were made . for artistic 
reasons by master calligraphers; the result 
of these aesthetic improvements is a 
written language second to  none in its 
expressive potential.

Master calligrapher Li Li-Ta

There are several major styles of 
calligraphy, all represented in the 
University of Alaska show. The ancient 
“seal scripts” and “oracle bone scripts” 
have now fallen into disuse, while the 
official script (Li Shu) in its two forms 
(Ts’ao-Li and Kai-li) are the current 
forms. In “grass” script (Ts’ao-Li), the 
letters take a more flowing form than in 
reg u la r  m odern script (Kai-Li), a 
distinction not unlike Western “written” 
and “ printed” forms.

T here are several other graphic 
refinements, including “running script,” 
“modern grass script” and “ rough draft 
script,” all used in the creation of a 
calligraphic work. In using these forms of 
characters, an individual develops a 
distinctive, recognizable style of writing, 
much as is the case with Western 
hand-writing. The calligrapher, however, 
uses whatever styles suit the mood he 
wishes to express.

A calligrapher is trained, as are other 
Chinese children, in these various forms 
of writing, but goes on to  study the 
subject under a master calligrapher. The 
excellence which he achieves is dependent 
not only upon his inherent talent but 
upon his master’s training and talent as

well. Many diligent years of study are 
required before a student gains enough 
skill and insight to be recognized as a 
master of the art. Calligraphers rarely gain 
public esteem until late in life, for it takes 
decades to develop this art to a refined 
form of personal expression.

“Calligraphy is beyond mere literal 
c o m m u n ic a tio n ,”  p ro fesso r Choy 
explains. “ It is an expression of feelings 
and emotions through both artistic and 
written means. The different scripts used 
a r e  b u t  f o r m a ts  fo r  c rea tiv e  
interpretations. A sincere calligrapher 
refrains from exhibiting his works in 
public until he has gained insight into his 
life and art.”

Although Li has been practicing 
calligraphy for 35 years, he has only been 
exhibiting since 1963. He has held nine 
one-man showings of original calligraphy 
in Rome, San Francisco, Japan, and 
England, as well as in China. At the 
Chinese University of Hong Kong, he gave 
a series of lectures on calligraphy in 1968.

The twenty-six scrolls on exhibit at 
the University Gallery, representing four 
periods of calligraphy, are a visual delight. 
The abstract compositions of vivid brush 
strokes upon delicate rice-paper scrolls 
are understandable to the sensitive 
Western eye even without extensive 
knowledge of Eastern art forms.

For example, the magnificent work 
entitled “Whole-hearted,” one of Li’s 
o rig in a l c a llig ra p h s , is a simple 
composition of several black splashes 
solidly placed high on the scroll; the 
brush strokes are direct and positive. On 
the other hand, “ Forget-Me-Not” is 
executed in a lighter script, open in 
structure and delicate in design.

And in “ Sea and Clouds,” one of the 
highlights of the exhibit, Li juxtaposes, 
the lightness of clouds with the heavy 
movement of the sea through different 
s tro k e s , always relying upon the 
traditional form of those characters. 
Another beautiful scroll, “ My happiness 
is the harp and books,” is strongly 
composed and beautiful in design as well 
as meaning. ‘

“Chinese calligraphy is an abstract 
form of art,” Li has stated. “ I have tried 
to  emphasize the artistic and creative 
qualities of calligraphy within the 
framework of traditional styles. I believe 
that calligraphy, which occupies an' 
important place in Chinese art and 
culture, should become better known in 
the western world. It can be appreciated 
by specialist and non-specialist alike.”


