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Dr. A rthur S. Buswell, vice president 
for public service of the University of 
Alaska, has been elected president o f  the 
University o f Maine a t Machias. He will 
stay in Alaska to  com plete the academic 
year at the end of next May.

The announcem ent of Dr. Buswell’s 
prospective new post after an Alaskan 
career approaching 20 years was made 
bo th  here and in Maine this week.

Four fam ous Arctic archeologists, in 
Alaska for a meeting o f  the Arctic 
Institu te o f  N orth America, visited 
Fairbanks briefly this week and offered 
the campus com m unity an informal 
presentation of their work and opinions. 

„ Dr. R obert McKinnon, Dr. Elmer 
Harp, John Campbell and Dr. Helge 
Larson spoke to  an audience o f some 
seventy students, faculty and interested 
tow nspeople on M onday in Schaible Hall. 
Each offered a resume o f  his w ork in 
northern archeology, as well as his 
opinions on changes w ithin the field.

Dr. McKinnon of D artm outh College 
began the colloquium  w ith a personal 
account of early work in th e  state. 
M cKinnon, who called himself “ the first 
anthropologist to  systematically study 
th e  Natives o f Interior Alaska,” has 
w orked in the Tanana River valley since 
the 1920’s.

Dr. Larsen, curator o f archeology tor 
the Danish N ational Museum and a 
former UA faculty m em ber, offered the 
audience, in addition to  a showing of 
slides from his explorations, a lively 
explanation of his w ork in Alaska. In 

tST/rVv'M

For the last nine years he has been 
director o f the University o f Alaska’s 
Cooperative Extension Service and since 
O ctober he has also w orn the hat of 
a c t in g  provost o f the university’s 
Southeastern Regional w ith headquarters 
in Juneau.

His vice presidency for public service 
dates from  July, 1968, before which he 
held various directorships and deanships

caves at Trail Creek he collected a variety 
o f  artifacts which point to  m an’s 
inhabitation of the area for as long as
9.000 years, w ith some relics as old as
13.000 years. Many of the artifacts were 
flint blades of a distinctive shape, which 
Larsen has traced elsewhere.

The University of M exico’s John 
Campbell has worked in this area for the 
last 15 years, concentrating on the 
Anaktuvuk Pass area.

He p o in te d  out th a t “ pipeline 
archeology,”  while not to  everyone’s 
liking, would have great use in filling in 
gaps in present anthropological and 
archeological knowledge.

The colloquium  concluded w ith Dr. 
Elmer Harp’s dram atic slide presentation 
on his explorations of Canada’s Hudson 
Bay, near the Great Whale River. Through 
a series o f spectacular color slides, he 
showed the progress o f his party  up  the 
shores o f the Bay and their diggings along 
the way. “The windward shore of the bay 
is among the newest land surfaces on Ihe 
N o r th  A m e r ic a n  c o n t in e n t , ” he 
explained, “ and as such is o f particular 
in terest.”

relating to  the university’s agricultural 
programs. He is known all over Alaska for 
his talents as a public speaker.

A graduate of the University o f Maine 
at Orono, Dr. Buswell goes back to that 
state as adm inistrator o f a 600-student 
campus, one o f the eight units o f the 
University of Maine. Leaving Alaska, he 
s a id , m e a n t  leaving one exciting 
adventure for a new challenge.

Community and 
College Join in 

■ AnnualEvenfl
A spirit o f collaboration betw een the 

University of Alaska and the Fairbanks 
com m unity is about to  be dem onstrated 
once m ore by the highlight o f the Winter 
social season — the annual Holiday Ball 
for which President and Mrs. William R.

. Wood are hosts.
Closely guarded preparations are in 

progress for the ball, to  be held at the 
University Commons from  9 p.m. on 
Tuesday, December 29, until 1 o ’clock 
the following morning.

Although details o f the decorations 
have been withheld, Mrs. Wood has 
disclosed tha t silver and blue will 
dom inate the Christmas color scheme. 
Stan and the Counts, a six-piece band 
directed by Stan Vasquez and know n in 
the Fairbanks area for its versatility, will 
supply th e  vintage music for the waltzes, 
the one-steps, the charlestons, sambas, 
schottisches, mambos, twists, swings, 
skates, monkeys, and other stately or 
sw in g in g  d a n c e s  fo r  w h ich  the 
participants may be in the mood.

The Holiday Ball was conceived in 
1963 as a special occasion for the faculty 
and staff of the University to  invite their 
civilian and military friends from  the 
com m unity to  share an evening with 
them  on the campus.

“ The first occasion,”  Dr. Wood 
recalled today, “ was an open house for 
th e  newly com pleted Commons. It was a 
tim e for us all to  say ‘thank you’ to  the 
people of Fairbanks for the ir warm 
hospitality throughout the year.

“ T h is  s p i r i t  o f friendship has 
perm eated the com m unity during the 
years, illustrated, to  name only one 
example, by the Chamber of Commerce’s 
activities annually in playing host to  new 
faculty members a t dinners across the 
city. So the holiday season seems a very 
appropriate tim e for the university 
com m unity to  show its appreciation.”

The Holiday Ball has drawn as many as 
600 participants, including faculty and 
staff members and their invited guests.
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U u ra  Buchan Jones, the University’s 
t»  inkling and determined registrar and 
difv'ctor of admissions, is getting ready to
ihango jobs.

A key adm inistrator who came to  the 
cinipus I d years ago when the student 
enrollment was under 400, she will 
become Statewide Program Coordinator

Duke Becomes
Exoerime

for the University on June 30. The new 
position and Mrs. Jones’ appointm ent tc 
fill it were announced by Dr. Donald R. 
Theophilus, Academic Vice President.

A horse named Duke owes a lo t to  Dr. 
Jack Luick and Dr. Robert Dieterich of 
the Institu te o f Arctic Biology — and 
they owe a lot to  him as well.

The scientists, who assisted in the 
rescue of the half-starved animal recently, 
are now conducting tests to  determ ine 
how the horse adapted to  its arduous 
circumstances. Experim enting w ith an 
animal in Duke’s condition is a rare 
opportunity , for laboratory animals are 
not allowed to  deteriorate to  such an 
extrem e extent.

According to  Duke’s ow ner, Judy 
Rieves, secretary to  Vice-President K. M. 
Rae, the horse disappeared Sept. 19 and 
was located by pilot Tony Sm ith o f the 
Department o f Fish and Game early this 
m onth — snowbound several miles from  
the Rieves’ home on Chena H ot Springs 
Road.

Michael Rieves trekked in to  the horse, 
hauling oats and bales o f hay to  replace 
the sparse diet o f willow bark and swamp 
grass upon which the animal had been 
surviving. The once sturdily-built draft 
horse lost an estim ated 300 pounds 
during its ordeal, plus a new saddle, 
bridle, halter and an assortm ent of 
hunting equipm ent.

Luick and Dieterich visited Duke last 
week to  adm inister health-bolstering 
shots and to  take blood samples. They 
also treated a gunshot wound in the neck 
which the horse had the m isfortune to  
receive.

Even after Duke was located, there 
were further difficulties. An Army vehicle 
attem pting to  plow a path  to  the horse 
got stuck in a partially-frozen pool. It 
wasn’t until last weekend th a t Duke was 
finally rescued.

l o r  further testing purposes, Duke is 
temporarily residing with Dr. Luick, a 
professor o f nutrition at IAB; he is also 
under the care of Dr. D ieterich, a 
v e t e r i n a r i a n  a n d  a s s o c i a t e  
zoophysiologist.
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LAURA JONES

The registrar determ ines all degree 
candidates and certifies them  to  the 
President and Board of Regents. There 
has been a trem endous growth in the 
num ber o f  degree candidates at other

An unrestricted grant o f $2,500 was 
presented last week to  President William 
R. Wood by the Humble Companies 
Foundation.

A check was given Dr. Wood by 
A rthur E. Joens, of Los Angeles, 
environm ental conservation manager of 
Hum ble Oil & Refining Com pany, for 
application to  any university project the 
president might select. The grant was part 
o f a to ta l of $890,000 being allocated 
th is year to  colleges and universities, 
p u b lic  and private, and to  o ther 
educational programs by Foundation 
members — Humble Oil & Refining 
Com pany, Humble Pipe Line Company 
and Esso Production Research Company.

“ From  w hat I can see here,”  Joens 
rem arked, “ the University o f Alaska has a 
progressive and am bitious program under 
way, academically and otherwise, and we 
are happy to  share in it in a small tangible 
w ay.”

units o f  the University, as well as at the 
Fairbanks campus, and there is an urgent 
need for a qualified individual to  devote 
his efforts exclusively to the off-campus 
operation, according to  Dr. Theophilus.

“ Because she has worked w ith  the 
o f f - c a m p u s  p ro g ra m s  fro m  their 
beginnings,” said Dr. Theophilus, “ the 
University is extrem ely fortunate to  have 
Mrs. Jones accept this position.”

Mrs. Jones’ new post will involve some 
traveling to Anchorage and elsewhere, 
interviewing staff members and students.

Mrs. Jones appraised the University, 
“which is very dear to  my heart” , as 
having “ high standards in recruiting 
faculty” .

“We have always had a rem arkably 
good faculty ,” she said, “and the staff has 
been absolutely trem endous to  w ork 
with. I have never had a cross w ord or an 
unpleasant experience w ith any staff 
m em ber in 15 years.”

As a result o f  talks with m any students 
Mrs. Jones dismissed long hair as 
u n im p o r t a n t  a n d  o f fe re d  th e se  
observations:

“ I think the students today  are aware 
they are facing a fu ture considerably 
different from  th a t which faced their

forebears. They are concerned w ith 
survival and trying to  do som ething about 
it. They are looking for a practical 
education that will be useful to  them .” 

The present student generation, she 
suggested, is m ore sophisticated than the 
group she found on the campus on her 
arrival.

“ They are m ore critical o f w hat they 
m ust take in the way of courses,”  she 
continued. “They feel there is no time to  
waste taking things they think w on’t be 
useful in equipping them  as leaders.”

Mrs. Jones was born  a t Benton, 
W isconsin . She attended Platteville 
Teachers College in tha t S tate and got her 
bachelor of arts degree a t the University 
o f Denver.

N A N O O K  N E W S ,  th e  
facu lty-sta ff bulletin o f  the 
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a , is 
published each week during the 
academic year by the Office o f  
U n i v e r s i t y  R e l a t i o n s ,  
D epartment o f  News Service, 
108 Bunnell, phone 479-7581. 
Larry Davies, News Service 
Manager-, Patricia Monaghan, 
editor; Eddi Parker, contributor.
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FROZEN NANOOK OF THE WEEK AWARD to 
Dr. Buswell, for finking out on the University to take 
up residence in warmer (though not much) climes. 
Public Service will miss that very friendly and able 
administrator.

The ever-popular NANOOK NEWS will be on 
vacation over the Christmas holidays; no issues will be 
published on Dec. 25 or Jan. 1. Publication will 
resume on January 8.

Business administration faculty members Howard 
Zach, Earl Schmidt, Dale Swanson and Thomas 
Schaefer returned yesterday from a tour of Alaska’s 
oil-rich NORTH SLOPE, where they were exploring 
that area’s effect on Alaskan economics.

Assistant Professor of fisheries TED COONEY just 
returned from the University of Washington where he 
successfully defended his Ph.D. thesis at the 
Department of Oceanography. While in Seattle he 
conferred with staff members of the National Marine 
Fisheries Agency on latest developments in fisheries 
resource assessment and the use o f analog computers 
in fish population modeling. And DR. HOWARD 
FEDER, UA invertebrate zoologist, is journeying to 
Hawaii next week to attend the annual meetings of 
the Western Society of Naturalists where he will 
present a paper on interstitial organisms on Alaskan 
beaches. He will also go to California for a conference 
with Dr. Abbott of the Stanford University Hopkins 
Marine Station on a book concerning marine 
intertidal life of the California coast.

Because of the Christmas vacation and the 
consequent lack o f activities for half of January, the 
monthly calendar, published by the University 
Relations will take a vacation in January. Regular 
publication will commence again in February. Any 
organization or department having an activity it 
wishes to publicize for January should send a notice 
to either the Polar Star or the Nanook News.

The UNIVERSITY MUSEUM is now on its winter 
schedule. Visitors are invited to view the Museum’s 
exhibits daily between 1:00 and 5:00 p.m. The 
Museum will be open New Year’s Day but closed 
Christmas Day. During the winter, school and special 
to u rs  are guided through the Museum by 
pre-arrangement with Mrs. Thomas (Ext. 7505).

Dr. D U D L E Y  HASCALL of the English 
department will deliver a paper to a section of the 
national convention of the Modern Language 
Association on December 27 in New York City. The 
paper, “The Metrical Structure o f the Popular 
Ballad,” advocates a view which, if accepted, would 
require new analyses o f the way ballads are 
constructed.
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Christma:
Highlight

The Soviet Union has perhaps found 
solutions to  a num ber o f problem s that 
may confront Alaska, especially in the 
exploitation of resources such as oil and 
gas, a 37-page study by a Cambridge 
University researcher suggests.

A comprehensive account o f Soviet 
northern activities has been published by 
the University o f Alaska’s Institu te  of 
S o c ia l,  Economic and Government 
Research (ISEGR).

The study by Dr. Terence Armstrong, 
assistant director o f research at the Scott 
Polar Institu te at Cambridge, is based on 
a series o f lectures delivered this year at 
the University of Alaska’s Institu te  under 
a National Science Foundation Senior 
Foreign Scientist Fellowship.

D r. A rm s tro n g  d e s c r ib e s  th e  
knowledge gained by  Russians about the 
w ays in which perm afrost distorts 
seismograms. He reports that pipe laying 
has been carried ou t on a large scale by 
helicopters and that hovercraft have been 
used experimentally.

“ The whole subject of pipeline 
c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  
m aintenance,” he writes, “ is one in which 
an exchange of experience could surely 
be o f  greatest value to  bo th  sides — and 
the sooner the be tte r.”

He selected a series o f  recent 
developments in the Soviet North, which 
consists, by his definition, o f about 55 
per cent o f  the land area of the Soviet 
U iiion . The area’s population was 
estim ated in 1969 a t about 6 million, one 
million of whom were Natives. Thus, 
population density is about three tim es as 
great as in Alaska, which has one-sixth of 
the area and one-tw entieth of- the 
population. The proportion of white to  
Native is about the same as in the Soviet 
North.

Armstrong notes, however, tha t the 
immigrant w hite population has been in 
the Soviet north  for a much longer time 
than in Alaska. Since the beginning o f the 
Soviet period heavy investment has been 
made in the N orth, the m otivation for 
which, according to  Armstrong, was a 
strong desire by the Soviets to  be 
independent o f foreign sources of raw 
materials.

“ To this end,”  Armstrong writes, 
“ m a jo r  m in e ra l  e x p lo ra tio n  was 
undertaken, and many useful deposits 
were found. Exploitation may have been 
more expensive than importing, bu t this 
was irrelevant since national security was 
believed to  be a t stake. Such strong 
m otivation has generally been absent in

the northern  territory  of the other nation 
around the Arctic Ocean, and this is the 
main reason why the Soviet Union is 
ahead o f the rest o f the world in many 
p r a c t i c a l  a s p e c t s  o f  n o r th e r n  
developm ent.”

The subjects covered by Armstrong 
include all forms of transport, resource 
exploitation, labor, relations w ith Native 
peoples and conservation problems.

The Russians, he says, have made 
much greater use o f sea and river 
transport in the N orth than Alaska has 
done. The Soviets prefer an extensive rail 
system to  road systems. Dr. Armstrong 
finds tha t the network o f year-round 
roads is even sparser in the Soviet Union 
th an  in Alaska but th a t the air 
transportation  is a t least as good.

Soviet techniques tha t might be 
applied to  Alaska to  the sta te’s advantage, 
Arm strong suggests, lie in the areas o f sea 
or river transport, oil and gas technology 
and in local food production. The Soviet 
Union, he adds, might gain as well from 
Alaskan oil and gas technology but he 
emphasizes road transport, mechanical 
equipm ent o f many kinds, and housing. 
He suggests meetings of specialists from 
Russia and Alaska for an exchange of 
views.

V ic to r  Fischer, director of the 
In s titu te  o f Social, Econom ic and 
Governm ent Research, described the new 
publication as offering “ a major and 
c o n t in u in g  co n trib u tio n  to  be tte r 
understanding o f w hat is developing in 
the circumpolar no rth” . It is the second 
in a new ISEGR series of “ Occasional 
Papers” , which the Institu te began 
publishing early last Summer. The 
“ Occasional Paper” is available from  the 
I n s t i tu te  o f Social Economic and 
Government Research, University of 
Alaska, College, for $2.

HoSiday  Fun 
Next W e e k

Holiday spirits will abound in the 
office o f University Relations during that 
departm ent’s first annual Open House 
next week.

N ew s S e rv ic e , Publications and 
Graphic Art will join to  present several 
hours o f fun and frolic, w ith homemade 
goodies created especially for tuo event 
by the talented staffers (and their 
spouses).

All campus personnel- are invited to  
join the festivities on December 21 
between the hours o f 2 and 4 p.m.

On KUAC
SUNDAY, 6 p.m. -  BBC World Theatre. 
“The Silver King” by Henry Jones and 
Henry Herman. A Victorian melodrama 
ending w ith a happy Christmas scene.

MONDAY, 5:15 p.m. — Christmas in 
Sweden. Relates four days o f  traditional 
Swedish Customs.

MONDAY, 9 p.m. — Cleveland Orchestra. 
W orks by Prokofieff, Dvorak, and 
Brahms.

TUESDAY, 7:30 p.m. — The Night the 
Star Stood Still. Christmas drama.

TUESDAY, 10 p.m. — Christmas Carols 
from  Around the World. Traditional and 
recent carols from many countries.

TUESDAY, 10:30 p.m. — Christmas 
Concert. Christmas music from  Deutsche 
Welle.

WEDNESDAY, 8:15 p.m. -  Thus I 
R efute Beelzy. Christmas comedy.

THURSDAY, 8:30 a.m. -  The Little Fir 
Tree. Children’s Christmas story.

THURSDAY, 1 p.m. — For U nto Us. 
Christmas cantata.

THURSDAY, 1:30 p.m. — Blindness. 
Christmas drama.

T H U R S D A Y ,  2 p . m .  -  I t ’s 
Christmastime. Christmas docum entary.

THURSDAY, 6 p.m. -  KUAC’s Prelude 
to  Christmas. Traditional six hours o f an 
inform al m ixture o f Christmas thoughts, 
music and drama. Included are the 
KUAC-produced dramas, “A Christmas 
Carol,”  and “The Plot to  Overthrow 
Christmas.”  In addition, the native 
holiday season custom  of Slavik will be 
discussed. Basil B oothroyd’s Christmas 
talks will also be presented.

FRIDAY, 11 a.'m. — How the Moon 
Celebrated Christmas. Children’s story.

FRIDAY, 1:30 p.m. — Christians Awake. 
Music by the St. John’s Boys’ Choir.

FRIDAY, 2:30 p.m. — Gloria in Excelsis 
Deo. Special Christmas Music.

FRIDAY, 5 p.m. — A story of Christmas. 
Music and dram a o f the season.


