
Nanooks News, Vol. 14, No. 15 (January 15, 1971)

Item Type Journal

Publisher Office of University Relations, Department of News Service,
University of Alaska

Download date 23/05/2023 21:06:10

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/11122/3882

http://hdl.handle.net/11122/3882


50 Attend Planning seminar

NASA Awards 
Contract to Davis

To fund an on-going experiment, a 
contract for $25,000 was recently 
awarded to the Geophysical Institute by 
the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration.

The study, “Electron Backscatter

Observations in Conjunction with an 
Electron Accelerator,” is under the 
direction of Dr. T. Neil Davis, Deputy 
Director of the Institute. It is part of 
continuing attempts to refine techniques 
of measuring the earth’s electric and 
magnetic fields.

Under the contract, several electron 
detectors will be built by graduate 
student Russell P. Wertz, who is working 
with Dr. Davis on the project. Next 
su m m er, th e se  detectors will be 
ro ck e t-lau n ch ed , together with an 
electron accelerator, from Kauai, Hawaii.

The electron accelerator and electron 
detector will function to  generate and 
m easu re  an artificial aurora, also 
produced in a similar experiment two 
years ago. A beam of electrons shot from 
the accelerator will travel along the 
earth’s curving magnetic field, entering 
th e  a tm o sp h e re  in the Southern 
Hemisphere; where the artificial aurora 
will appear.

The electron detectors will then come 
into play, measuring the electrons which 
are reflected back to  the rocket along the 
original curving path.

This experiment, in progress since 
1965, will eventually be expanded to 
measure wider celestial regions. The 
equipment built for these experiments 
will be launched within a few years on a 
manned spacecraft, according to present 
plans.

Hapov Burns-davl
Scotsmen, literary buffs and anyone 

interested in a good time should take 
note of the up-coming 4th Annual Robert 
Burns Celebration and Tartan Ball, to be 
held at the Eagles Hall on Jan. 23.

Highlighting this year’s event will be an 
appearance by kilt-clad Master of 
Ceremonies Robert Hilliard, who will 
present a dramatic reading of Burns’ 
poetry. The ball is sponsored by the local 
bagpipers’ group, The Bonnie Brae 
Highlanders.

Cocktails will be served at 7:30 and 
dinner at 8:00; entertainment starts at 
9:00, to be followed by dancing until an 
undetermined hour. Cost is $10 per 
person; reservations can be made by 
calling 456-7937 after 6:30 p.m. and 
before Jan. 21. Tickets are also available 
at the SUB Information Booth.

Architects, engineers and contractors 
responded with enthusiasm last week to 
presentation of a new building concept 
called “management contracting” by the 
University’s Office of Planning and 
Institutional Studies.

Seminars held in Fairbanks and 
Anchorage drew approximately fifty and 
seventy participants respectively, with the 
audience proportionately representing the 
major building trades of each city.

Under the new procedure, to  be used 
by the University in construction of 
several buildings approved in the recent 
bond issue election, schematic drawings 
will be provided by the architect for 
bidding a general contractor for the 
project. After a low-bidder is announced, 
the contractor and architect will work to 
refine and complete plans, pooling their 
knowledge to  produce the best, least 
expensive building possible. Construction, 
meanwhile, can begin on various phases 
o f the building as plans for these phases 
are completed, with resultant savings of 
time and money.

Introductory addresses on the subject 
were presented by Sam Musser, James 
A b b o t and  Robert Katona, three 
California experts in this fast-developing 
field. University architect Dick Holden 
and local attorney Dennis Cook gave 
further explanations of the procedures 
used in this type of contracting and the 
legal issues involved.

A t th e  Fairbanks meeting last 
Thursday, nearly one and one-half hours 
o f  live ly  discussion followed the 
presen tations, as members of the 
audience barraged the experts with 
p e r tin e n t questions concerning the 
varying roles of owner, architect and 
contractor in the overlapping-construc- 
tion technique.

There appeared to be little opposition 
to  the proposed change in contracting 
p ro c e d u re s . B o th  a rch itec ts  and 
contractors, however, appeared to  be 
concerned with delineating areas of 
responsibility.

Advantages and possible disadvantages 
of the plan were thoroughly discussed, to 
the apparent satisfaction of the attentive 
audience.

(lew Exhibit 
At Gallery

The exhibition of recent drawings 
which opens next week, at the University 
gallery is stimulating, exciting — and 
perhaps provoking.

It represents the views of a young 
Hawaiian artist, Douglas Char, whose 
well-executed drawings are commentaries 
on American life today.

His art is avowedly social and political, 
for, as he states, “Drawing is a matter of 
moral conviction. A person who wills not 
to  be involved risks the sanctity of his 
entire being.”

The exhibition begins January 19 and 
is open from 1-4 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday until February 7 in the Fine 
Arts Gallery.

Char’s work hapH5e«mexfttftited in 
many galleries in/California and Hawaii, 
as well as bei;j^incM ?d> irig^pru9te 
collections and travelling exhibitions.

After earning^ his B.A.A.. ,,at W  
California Coll^gk o f Arts a n d C ra filI  
Char studied painting there, earning®* 
M.F.A. degree irt fhat medium. Cfc*|$Ms 
p re s e n tly  a g ra ^ f lic .sp e a f ll& p 'in  
multi-media and illustr«ti(^_yesign for 
the Department of Education’s Teacher 
Assistance Center in Honolulu.
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Business profs Tour Barrow
Three members of the department of 

Business Administration recently toured 
the Arctic Slope to further their 
understanding of business conditions 
unique to  that isolated area.

Howard Zach, Dale Swanson and 
department head ThomasSchaeferflew to 
Barrow last month for a three-day visit. 
They toured local businesses and the 
Naval Arctic Research Laboratory, which 
Schafer describes as “an impressively 
modern facility.”

The faculty members agreed that the 
NARL has a great effect upon the local 
community, providing jobs for as many as 
125 residents in the peak season. 
Swanson suggested that the Lab would 
grow in importance as more information 
about Arctic areas is needed.

Swanson, a specialist in natural 
resource economics, noted the 30% 
unemployment rate and the shifting 
economic base of the community. “Not 
many of the people there fish or trap 
anymore,” he said. “There’s NARL 
money, some tourist money, and welfare. 
It’s almost a welfare economy.”

Despite these difficulties, Barrow has a 
population of nearly 2,200 and a business 
c o m m u n ity  w h ich  impressed the

Short courses 
scheduled

Two new short courses have been 
announced by the Office of Short 
Courses and Conferences, Division of 
Statewide Services.

Children’s swimming classes will be 
offered on Saturdays and Sundays at 
12:00, 1:00 and 2:00 from January 23 
through May 2. Parents may register their 
children for any of the above times, and 
must accompany any children under five 
years to the class. Tuition for the
14-session class is $14. Classes will not 
meet on April 3 and 4.

Another course, this one in Women’s 
Physical Conditioning, will be offered 
from January 18 through March 10 on 
Mondays and Wednesdays from 7:30 p.m. 
to  8:30 p.m. Tuition for the 16-session 
course will be $20.

To register for either class, sign up in 
person in Room 119 Eielson Building or 
mail tuition to the Office of Short 
Courses and Conferences. If mailing 
reg is tra tio n , include name, mailing 
address and phone number; for the 
children’s swimming class, include age of 
child and swimming level (beginning, 
intermediate, advanced).

For more information call Ext. 7715.

U niversity  visitors. “Many of the 
businesses there,” Zach noted, “are run as 
efficiently as any in Alaska or the other 
states — or even more efficiently.”

Barrow storekeeper Charlie Brower 
treated the visitors to a tour of his general 
stores, where he sells groceries, hardware, 
clothing and toys. Howard Zach was 
surprised at the wide variety of 
merchandise. “There was not just one 
brand of each article,” he said, “but an 
impressive variety for a town of only 
2,200. There is also inventory in stock to 
back up what’s on the shelves.”

Schaefer expressed interest in the 
inventory problems of the businessmen 
there. He explained, “ Only one ship 
comes in each year. Businessmen must 
decide if they want to get cheaper goods 
by boat and pay for warehousing, or get 
more regular shipments by air-freight and 
pay the higher shipping costs.”

A new group has been formed at the 
University with scope and interests broad 
enough, its organizers say, to attract 
faculty, staff and student members as 
well as local residents.

The Alaska-Nippon Club was organized 
in December to  bring together students 
an d  F a irb an k s  residents who are 
interested in learning the Japanese 
language, who want to become better 
i n f o r m e d  on  th e  A lask a-Jap an  
relationship, or who are interested in Far 
Eastern culture.

Named president of the club was Mrs. 
Kathleen (Mike) Dalton, a long time 
resident of the Interior who is studying 
Japanese as a part time student at the 
University. Her interest in Japan has 
taken her to that Oriental country three 
times in the last three years.

A Japanese graduate student, Hiroko 
H o riu ch i o f  T okyo, was elected 
v ic e -p re s id e n t. Bonnie Coghlan, a 
sophomore student from Wasilla, was 
named secretary-treasurer.

Acting as club advisor will be Dr. Jang 
Koo, professor of Japanese and linguistics 
at the University.

The purpose of the club, as stated as its 
t organizational meeting last month, is “to 
p ro m o te  academic, social, cultural 
understanding and exchange between 
Japan and Alaska and to  improve 
co m m u n ica tio n s  between the two 
peoples.”

new xe ro x 
mechine is 
Fa st, versatile

The new Xerox 7000 now available in 
the University Graphic Services Center is 
both “versatile and reliable,” according to 
Business Services Manager Bill Hogan.

The new machine promises to be a 
reliable replacement for the Center’s 
previous Xerox machine, which was 
plagued with inconvenient breakdowns.

In addition, the Model 7000 is fast, 
copying at the rate of 60 per minute. It 
reproduces photographs, light documents, 
new spapers and other hard-to-copy 
articles. It also offers 10 bins for 
automatic collating.

One of the most unusual features of 
the new machine is its reduction 
capability. Copies can be reduced to 1/5 
their original size by the mere press of a 
button; large-size documents can be 
reduced and reproduced in one operation.

Membership is open to any student, 
part time or full time, at the University. 
Associate memberships are available to 
anyone in the Fairbanks area who is 
interested in the activities of the new 
group. Dues are $1 per semester for 
regular members and $2 per semester for 
associate members.

Some of the planned activities include 
conversational groups for practice of the 
spoken language; cultural and social 
programs that include speakers, films, 
e tc .; translation services.

The University of Alaska at present 
offers two years of Japanese language. 
The institution is Working toward the 
formation of an Asian studies program 
that would allow students to earn a minor 
in Asian Studies. Besides language, this 
program would include such subjects as 
art, history and economics.

N A N O O K  N E W S ,  the  
faculty-staff bulletin o f  the 
U n ivers ity  o f  A la ska , is 
published each week during the 
academic year by the Office o f  
U n i v e r s i t y  R e l a t i o n s ,  
Department o f  News Service, 
108 Bunnell, phone 479-7581. 
Larry Davies, News Service 
Manager; Patricia Monaghan, 
editor.

Alaska Nippon Club Formed
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PIPELINE LEAKS
Research work going forward at the University of 

Alaska is “an imperative necessity” for the 
development of the resources of interior and Arctic 
Alaska, according to  a study just compiled by Dr. 
Jam es H. Shoemaker, international economic 
consultant. “Knowledge based on such research 
work,” he wrote, “constitutes the key that will 
unlock the wealth of the Interior; knowledge 
concern ing  (1) the Arctic environment; (2) 
techniques for developing resources under Arctic 
conditions and (3) measures for preserving the basic 
natural values of Alaska.” Dr. Shoemaker found that 
the University, with a total payroll of $1.2 million a 
month, was “one of the basic stabilizing factors in the 
economy” of the Greater Fairbanks area. The former 
vice president of the Bank of Hawaii in charge of 
economic research spent several months this Fall on a 
research project centering on potentials for the 
growth of Fairbanks and the Interior of Alaska during 
the decade of 1970-80.

We can’t  resist noting that in NATURAL 
HISTORY, (Oct. 70) we found an article on the 
compressional velocity of moon rocks. Scientists at 
the Lamont-Doherty Geological Observatory have 
revealed that sound waves pass through earth’s 
surface rocks at speeds of 4 miles per second or 
faster, while such waves passing through moon rocks 
are slowed to one mile per second. The scientists have 
found an earth substance with similar compressional 
velocity, however, “aided by considerations of much 
earlier speculations concerning the nature of the 
m oon.” That earth material: cheese, especially
Provolone and Wisconsin Muenster.

Art professors RON SENUNGETUK, HELMUT 
VAN FLEIN and GLEN SIMPSON were featured in 
this quarter’s Humble Oil production “ The Humble 
Way.” A magnificently illustrated article described 
their visits last summer to  Alaskan bush towns to 
encourage the “tradition of ‘cottage a rt’ which has 
long existed among remote Eskimo communities.” 
According to the article, the three artists met with 
considerable success on their Humble-sponsored 
tours.

FROZEN NANOOK OF THE WEEK AWARD goes 
out to Dr. Jim Bemis, Cooperative Extension Editor, 
who unwittingly installed a Xerox machine under one 
of Bunnell Building’s thermostats. The heat generated 
from the machine affected the thermostat, which 
promptly shut off the heat in that end of the building 
and turned on the air conditioning. By the time the 
mistake was discovered, some pipes were already 
frozen.

Gus Norwood, administrator of the Alaska Power 
Administration and the senior federal official in the 
state, has accepted an appointment as a lecturer for 
the University of Alaska in Juneau. Norwood will 
have charge of a seminar on Administrative Problems 
in Alaska to be offered for advanced students in the 
Master’s Degree program. The seminar will consist of 
a series of weekly meetings in which federal, state and 
local government officials have been invited to 
participate. Norwood, highly recommended as an 
authority in the electric utilities field, is a graduate of 
the United States Naval Academy, from which he 
received his bachelor’s degree in 1939. He won his 
degree as master of public administration at Harvard’s 
Littauer Graduate School in 1947. Norwood served as 
executive secretary of the Northwest Public Power 
Association for 20 years until 1967, when he resigned 
to  accept the federal appointment in Alaska.

Assistant professor of music and Opera Workshop 
Director DAVID WILLIAMS attended the national 
convention of the National Association of Teachers 
of Singing in Dallas,. Texas, during the holidays. 
Musical programs, lectures, panel discussions and 
demonstrations were presented during the four-day 
conference.

R.L. Bates’ GEOLOGIC COLUMN from the “ Geo 
Times” is presently making the rounds of several 
campus scientific institutes. Bates presents a 
comprehensive list of famous modern “laws,” 
including Parkinson’s (Work expands to fill the time 
available for its completion), Murphy’s (If something 
can go wrong, it will), Finagle’s (Once a job is fouled 
up, anything done to improve it makes it worse), and 
of course the Peter Principle (In every hierarchy, each 
employee tends to  rise to his level of incompetence). 
There are more, all with obvious application outside 
the sciences.

Of interest to  faculty, their wives and children is 
th e  new  McNAUGHTON COLLECTION at 
Rasmuson Library. This rotating inventory of 400 
titles of popular fiction and non-fiction includes 
many best-sellers, and is located on the entrance level 
(3rd). The books may be loaned for one month.

In its continuing program of acquiring Rare 
Books on Alaska and the Arctic, RASMUSON 
LIBRARY now holds the English translation of Otto 
von Kotzebue’s voyages to  the Bering Straights, 
which includes plates not in our German edition. Also 
acquired is a map of FORT KODIAK — 1868. On 
order is Alaska Gold Rush: Extraordinary Letters of 
One Who Stayed, by Billy Ballou of Rampart, 
1898-1918, which contains 64 lengthy letters — a rare 
and wry personal narrative to his brother in Vermont.
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new paper Reports population Trends
Villages in the Aleutian Islands which 

have had population ups and downs are 
now surviving in the face of large 
emigrations of young adults and a 
resultant decline in the numbers of 
potential child bearers.

This finding is reported by University 
sociologist Dorothy C. Jones, who 
studied data on population changes in 
four of the six remaining villages in the 
Aleutian chain over a 73-year period. She 
herself conducted a 1970 household 
census in the villages.

Dr. Jones notes that in Unalaska, the 
village with which she is most familiar, “a 
number of adults place a high value on 
large families, despite arduous efforts by 
public health personnel to  introduce 
fam ily  planning and birth control 
devices.”

“ Several families in both Unalaska and 
A tk a ,”  she w rite s , “ produce a 
disproportionate share of village children. 
In both villages, for example, 15 per cent 
of the families with children under 28

Kate Duncan Oil 
Fo r a rt Lectures

University art historian Kate Duncan 
travels to several Alaskan cities next week 
to  present illustrated public lectures on 
19th and 20th century drawings.

She will lecture in Juneau on Jan. 19, 
Sitka, Jan. 20 and Ketchikan, Jan. 21. 
Her lecture tour is being sponsored by the 
three community colleges, with aid from 
local art associations.

In Juneau, Mrs. Duncan’s visit will 
coincide with the exhibition of Vincent 
Price’s personal art collection, now on 
display in the Alaska State Museum. In 
Price’s collection are works by Durer, 
M anet, H enry  Moore, Millet and 
Dalacroix.

Mrs. Duncan will illustrate her lectures 
with slides of the works of Ingres, 
Daumier, Degas, Matisse, Kollwitz and 
Wyeth, all artists of this century or the 
last who concentrated on techniques of 
drawings.

“These six major artists were all fine 
d ra f ts m e n ,” Mrs. Duncan said in 
explaining her choice of subjects. “But all 
of them use light and line differently.”

Mrs. Duncan, a lecturer in art history, 
earned B.A. and M.A. degrees in that 
subject from the University of New 
Mexico in Albuquerque.

produce 30 per cent of village children 
under 18. This situation contrasts with 
that in 1897, if we assume a uniform 
distribution of infant and child deaths. 
Both the mean number of children under 
18 per family and the variation in family 
size increased substantially from 1897 to 
1970.”

Dr. Jones suggests that the present 
survival of the villages may be explained 
in part by reductions in infant and child 
mortality “and probably by the operation 
o f  a c o m p e n sa to ry  emphasis on 
producing large families.”

“ I f  a com pensatory  mechanism 
facilitating village survival does indeed 
operate,” she adds, “then a review of 
public health policies designed to  limit 
family size in Alaska Native villages may 
be in order.”

Her paper has been published as a 
research note by the University’s Institute 
of Social, Economic and Government 
Research, of which she is an assistant 
professor of sociology.

Dr. Jones points to  sea otter hunting, 
cod fishing, whaling, and fox hunting as 
factors in the fluctuating populations of 
the Aleutians since 1897. When hunting 
in any of these areas declined or increased 
employment dropped or gained, with a 
corresponding change in the number of 
villagers.

“The growing prevalence of attendance 
at outside high schools also appears to 
influence population changes in the 
Aleutians,” she states. “Until the 1960’s, 
high school attendance was desultory, 
but, during the 1960’s, it became 
widespread. A large proportion of high 
school students, especially those who 
graduate, do not return to the villages. 
Some who do return are dissatisfied with 
the low level of community services and 
facilities and ultimately emigrate . . . ” 

However, Dr. Jones finds the most 
striking change in Aleut population 
structure in the 20th century to  be the 
attrition in the 20-to-40-year group.

“Emigration rates for females in the 
20-40 age group,” she reports, “exceed 
those for males. In the decade of the 
1960’s in Unalaska, Atka, and Akutan, 
there were respectively 2.7, 1.4, and 1.2 
as many female as male emigrants in this 
age group.”

The reason, she suggests, may be a 
“ greater opportunity for females to 
marry white outsiders.”

Despite this emigration Dr. Jones has 
found that “in 1970, the number and 
percentage of Atka children under 10 
years is greater than it was in 1897” while 
the number and percentage of females in

the 20-40 age group has dropped from 34 
(24 per cent of the population) in 1897 
to  4 (5 per cent of the population) in 
1970.

Other villages — Nikolski, Akutan and 
Unalaska —tell a similar, although 
somewhat less dramatic, story.

k u a c  weekly 
Highlights

SUNDAY, 6 p.m., THE GOON SHOW. 
British comedy entitled — A program 
u n h e a ra b le  w ith o u t th e  co rrect 
vibrations!

SUNDAY, 6:30 p.m., BBC WORLD 
THEATRE. “The Summer of the 
Seventeenth Doll” by Ray Lawler. A 
famous Australian play.

MONDAY, 1 p.m., MUSIC FROM
MOSCOW. Features the music of the 
Soviet Army Choir and Ensemble.

MONDAY, 7 p.m., FROM SORCERY TO 
SCIENCE. Explores the world o f the 
witch.

TUESDAY, 7 p.m., KLONDIKE. The 
Incredible Soapy Smith. The head-on 
collision between law and order and 
complete freedom during the Klondike 
Gold Rush of the 1890’s.

TUESDAY, 7:30 p.m., GEORGETOWN 
UNI VERS I TY FORUM. Discussion 
concerning oral cancer.

WEDNESDAY, 5:15 p.m., MEN AND 
M O L E C U L E S .  In v e s tig a te s  th e  
relationship among diet, pollution and 
aging.

T H U R S D A Y ,  7 p . m . ,  T H E
APPRENTICESHIP: CANADA. The
Northwest Rebellion of 1885.

THURSDAY, 7:30 p.m., FROM THE 
MIDWAY. The Aims of Education.

THURSDAY, 9:02 p.m., LIBRARY OF 
CONGRESS CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES. 
Features the JuilliardString Quartet.

FRIDAY, 2 p.m., CONVERSATIONS AT 
CHICAGO. Don’t Smile Until Christmas 
— A teacher’s first year in the classroom.

S A T U R D A Y ,  8 :4 5  a . m. ,  THE
ADVENTURES OF LEO IN THE 
WONDERFUL COUNTRY. The Great 
Vote-Gathering Day.


