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Heuriin 
Canuas Here

*

The in troductory  canvas in M.C. 
“R usty” Heurlin’s m onum ental series of 
paintings “ The Great Land” will be 
displayed on campus during the May 
Com mencement period.

Now housed in the alcove at the rear 
o f the Regents Great Hall in the Fine Arts 
complex, the striking work, nine feet by 
five and a half feet, shows white-robed 
Vitus Bering getting the first in tent look 
a t Alaska during a mission o f exploration 
for the Russian czars. The exhibit will be 
on display through Friday, May 21.

Heuriin, who has won wide acclaim for 
his more than four decades of painting in 
the Arctic and sub-Arctic, had turned out 
oils on every subject under the “ midnight 
sun” before com pleting in the 1960’s a 
series called “The Gold Stam pede.”

These 15 canvases, shown w ith a 
com m entary as they passed in review 
before audiences, were done for the 
Alaska Purchase Centennial Exposition of 
1967 and are still on display at 
Alaskaland.

For many years — almost since first 
coming to Alaska in 1916 — the big 
brawny artist addressed as “ Rusty” by his 
countless friends and worshipers of his art 
had been collecting historical data and 
making sketches in preparation for his 
“Great Land” project.

Befoi? he could plunge seriously into 
the work, however, he undertook “ The 
Gold Stam pede” and worked steadily on 
it, averaging 16 hours a day, to  complete 
the 15 paintings in 18 m onths. Thousands 
of appreciative viewers have enjoyed 
.them since.

In his studio at nearby Ester, Heuriin 
estim ated it would take him about a 
m onth to  finish “ The Great Land” series.

except for the last o f  the paintings, which 
deals with the Katmai country, once 
dubbed “The Valley of 10,000 Smokes.”

T h e  a r t i s t ,  k n o w n  fo r  h is  
meticulousness in historical detail, read 
widely on the earlier expeditions of 
Bering before beginning his canvas 
showing the explorer on the deck o f the 
ship St. Peter, gazing a t M ount St. Elias 
and the Alaskan mainland on July 16, 
1741.

H euriin , after a fruitless search 
elsewhere for more details about Bering’s 
ship, wrote finally to  V.L. Chenakal, 
director o f the Lomonosov Museum in 
Leningrad. The museum official replied 
w ith the data the artist had requested. 
They were of immense value to  Heuriin, 
who, on com pleting the canvas, sent 
Chenakal a photo of it. The director 
expressed gratitude and congratulations 
in a response that com m ented warmly on 
the w ork’s realism and artistic merits.

The eventual home of the “ Great 
Land” series has no t been determined. 
The artist envisions a large circular room 
in which an audience, sitting in the 
center, would view the paintings an d , 
com m entary as the series revolved.

Admirers o f Heuriin at the Univer 
and in industry have set out to inte^ 
the Smithsonian Institution and 
federal Departm ent o f the Interior! 
acquiring the set o f paintings 
providing a place for them.

Even before this issue is resolved the'' 
artist is mentally a t work on the third 
great project o f his long career. This is a 
continuous mural o f vignettes, blending 
into one another to  provide a history of 
the Alaskan Native from  perhaps a 
thousand years ago right up to  today.

Heart Failure 
FellsLaureate

Alaskan Poet Laureate Oliver Everette 
died last week at his home in Fairbanks.

Everette, an English professor a t the 
University of Alaska and a Lutheran 
clergyman, succumbed to  a heart attack 
at the age of 59. He is survived by his 
wife Norma and their five children.

Included in such lists o f literary 
notables as the “ International Who’s Who 
in Poetry,”  and “ The Directory of British 
and American Writers,”  Everette was 
crowned Alaskan Poet Laureate during 
the sta te’s Centennial Celebration in 
1967.

“ In the death of Oliver Everette, the 
University and the State of Alaska have 
lost a large and irreplaceable nugget of 
human gold,” eulogized Dr. Jack Bernet, 
A c tin g  Head of the UA English 
departm ent, last week.

“Y et the students he has taught and 
the people he has worked w ith have 
partaken of that gold as o f a gift. In one 
o f his last poems he expressed his concern 

to  be a good teacher 
and in so doing 
to  rub off a little o f myself 
on others.
He succeeded in this purpose. We are 

all a little better for having known him, 
and his golden spirit will continue to  
brighten the endeavors of his students, his 
co-workers, and his friends, although we 
cannot hope to shine as bright as he.”

A frequently-published poet, Everette 
held two m aster’s degrees, one in 
th e o lo g y  from  Luther Theological 
Seminary in St. Paul, the other in arts 
from the University o f Washington. In 
W ashington, Everette studied under 
well-known American poets Theodore 
Roethke and John Berryman.

mcLean 
Heads Alumni

.,ean ‘64, assistant manager 
le Ma**efc\Basket in Fairbanks, was 

^elected presftletat of the Fairbanks 
Chapter of tljgA University o f Alaska 
Alum,ni a t a rec««ti meeting.

MAlTWe4other n^jp .officers chosen at the 
session, at which, jilans were made for the 
ia f tw a la A h im n ^ a n q u e t tonight in 
honor o f the 1071 graduates, are: Andy 

Warwick. ‘BffTan accountant and member 
islature, vice president; Grace 

Schaible ‘49, a lawyer, secretary; Pat 
Babcock ‘64, a homemaker, treasurer. 
Rosie Abel ‘60 was appointed chairman 
of the Alumni Banquet, which is to  be 
held tonight at the Travelers Inn.
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Butterflies needed HighC|igntsklV
Preparations are under way for the 

second Alaskan Lepidoptera Survey, a 
summer collecting effort organized by Dr. 
Kenelm Philip in an attem pt to  add to the 
general knowledge of Alaskan butterflies 
and m oths (lepidoptera).

Although Alaskan specimens have 
been added to  the major American 
museums sinceabout 1860, the collecting 
effort, according to  Dr. David F. Murray, 
curator in charge of the University 
Museum, “ has been too  sporadic and the 
localities examined too scattered to  allow 
any more than a h int at the full diversity 
of Alaskan form s.”

Dr. Philip, a radio astronom er at the 
Geophysical Institute, is also a serious 
student o f Alaskan lepidoptera. After his 
initial studies here in 1965 he became 
aware o f how little was known about the 
sta te’s butterflies and moths.

“ H appily,” remarked Dr. Murray, “he 
has come in contact w ith a num ber of 
people who share his curiosity and are 
willing to collect for him on a volunteer 
basis. F or last year’s Survey, Dr. Philip 
provided collecting equipm ent for about 
65 people who visited many different 
localities throughout Alaska and adjacent 
Canada.

“The results o f that Survey have been 
most encouraging. A new genus o f  m oth 
was found on the Seward Peninsula, a 
species new to Alaska was added to  the 
list, several major range extensions have 
been noted, and several apparently 
u n d e s c r ib e d  subspecies have been 
collected that will require further study .”

It is planned th a t the Survey will 
continue for many years. Since there is

no single collection truly representative 
o f Alaskan lepidoptera anywhere in the 
United States, Dr. Murray said, the 
U n iv e rs i ty  o f  Alaska Museum is 
supporting the collecting effort “so that 
it can begin to  assemble a respectable 
collection of butterflies and m oths.”

Dr. Philip is a research associate with 
the Museum. He will be curator o f the 
collection, guide its growth and help plan 
exhibits to  display the new material.

Dr. Murray, who is an associate 
professor o f botany, related that no 
special training, simply an interest in 
natural history, was required to  become a 
collector for the Survey.

“ People interested in participating in 
the 1971 Survey,” he w ent on, “ should 
contact Dr. Philip, University Museum, 
University of Alaska, College. He can 
p ro v id e  c o lle c tin g  equipm ent and 
instructions for its use. Collectors are 
needed particularly from  the more 
remote areas off the highway system. 
Collectors are needed from all over 
Alaska, and there are currently no 
collectors from the Juneau, Sitka, or 
K e t c h i k a n  r e g io n ,  w h ic h  w ill 
undoubtedly yield forms quite different 
from those obtained from interior and 
northern portions o f the state .”

Professor Murray described Alaska as 
especially im portant for study and 
offered these reasons:

“ N o t only do we have large, 
contrasting physiographic units but also 
vast portions o f this state are as yet 
com paratively undisturbed by man. 
Consequently, we have the opportunity  
to  examine the distribution o f insects in 
the original, undisturbed situations.”

SUNDAY, 11:15 a.m., GERMANY TODAY. A 
discussion of student activism, gods, and idols. 
SUNDAY, 6 p.m ., THE GOON SHOW. “ The 
Jet-Propelled Guided NAAFI!”
SU N D A Y , 6 :3 0  p .m .,  BBC WORLD
THEATRE. “ The Eunuch,”  a rollicking play by 
the Roman playwright Terence.
MONDAY, 1 p.m ., MUSIC FROM MOSCOW. A 
program of Soviet jazz and popular music. 
MONDAY, 5 p.m ., WHO WERE THE ONES. 
“The Little Big H orn” — an Indian ballad. 
MONDAY, 7 p.m ., THE EISENHOWER 

YEARS. Victory in Europe.
TUESDAY, 5 p.m., HOW THE NORTH WAS 
WON. “Women of the Gold Rush”  -  the 
Dawson City rush of 1898.
WEDNESDAY, 7 p.m ., PLAY OF THE WEEK. 
“ The Last Summer o f Childhood” by John 
Reeves.
THURSDAY, 9:02 p.m ., LIBRARY OF
CONGRESS CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES. “The 
Modem Madrigal Singers.”
FRIDAY, 1 p.m ., THE MASSEY LECTURES. 
Com munications in the Family.
S A T U R D A Y , 1 p.m., METROPOLITAN
OPERA. Puccini’s “Madame B utterfly.”

NHP VNM1B
These positions are now open:

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY -  (Grade 12), 
one position. Requirements: high school
diploma; college background desirable; three to 
five years experience as an Administrative 
Secretary; typing speed of 70 wpm; dictaphone 
experience; ability to  work well under pressure.

A D M IN IS T R A T IV E  SECRETARY -  
(Grade 11), one position. Requirements: high 
school diploma; three years clerical experience 
with increasing responsibilities; typing speed of 
60 wpm; bookkeeping background.

SENIOR TYPIST -  (Grade 7), one position. 
Requirements: high school diploma; typing 
speed of 50 wpm; three to six m onths office 
experience.

PART TIME CREDIT CLERK -  (Open 
S a la ry ,  Mi n i mu m 1 0 ), one  position. 
Requirements: strong personality; persevering 
nature; accounting background.

For more information concerning these 
positions, please contact Central Personnel, 112 
Bunnell, 479-7349.

C O M I N G  E V E N T S
FRIDAY

ANNUAL ALUMNI BANQUET, Traveler’s Inn, 7 p.m.
SATURDAY

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING, Nanook Lounge, 9 a.m.
ANNUAL ALUMNI LUNCHEON, University Commons, 12:30 p.m.

SUNDAY
COMMENCEMENT, Patty  Building, 2 p.m.

ROTC COMMISSIONING CEREMONIES, Nanook Lounge, 10:30 a.m.
FRIDAY, May 21 

UNIVERSITY ASSEMBLY MEETING, Nanook Lounge, 2 p.m.
SATURDAY, May 22 

GREAT TANANA RAFT CLASSIC starts from the Chena Pump Campgrounds at 
6:00 a.m., arriving in Nenana this evening.

FRIDAY, May 28
DARK OF THE MOON, Fairbanks Drama Association production at Alaskaland, 

8:15 tonight and tomorrow.

N A N O O K  N E W S ,  the  
faculty-staff bulletin o f the 
U n ivers ity  o f  A la ska , is 
published each week during the 
academic year by the Office o f  
U n i v e r s i t y  R e l a t i o n s ,  
Department o f  News Service, 
108 Bunnell, phone 479-7581. 
Larry Davies, News Service 
Manager; Patricia Monaghan, 
editor; Don Carter, contributor.
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PIPELINE LEAKS
This is the final issue of the NANOOK NEWS for this 

academic year. Publication o f  the faculty-staff-student 
newspaper, THE SUMMER NEWS, begins on June 4.

The University of Alaska Board o f Regents gathered here 
yesterday for its May meeting. On the agenda are reports from 
com mittees, discussion o f the proposed 1971-72 budget, 
meetings with student leaders, and approval o f degree 
candidates. The meeting is scheduled to adjourn by noon 
tomorrow.

JEAN-PAUL BILLAUD was elected to  a second term  as 
president o f  the Fairbanks chapter o f the AMERICAN 
ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS, it was 
announced last week. O ther officers for the 1971-1972 
academic year are Dennis Yen, vice-president; Ned Haines, 
secretary-treasurer; and Bruce Gordon, executive com m ittee 
member.

N oncredit short courses planned for the summ er by the 
Division o f Statewide Services include ESTATE PLANNING, 
June 15-July 13, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m., instructed by Andrew 
Kleinfield w ith tuition o f  $15; ADULT INSTRUCTIONAL 
SWIM, Monday through Thursday, June 14-July 7, 6:00 - 7:00 
p.m. w ith tuition of $15; COMMUNITY SWIMMING, 
Saturdays and Sundays, June 6-August 29, 12:30 - 3:00 p.m. 
w ith daily gate fee o f 50 cents for children and $1 for adults 
or season card fee o f  $9 for children and $15 for adults; 
CONVERSATIONAL JAPANESE, Monday through Friday, 
June 1-June 23, 7:30 - 9:00, instructed by Dr. Jang Koo with 
tu ition  of $50; CONVERSATIONAL SPANISH, Monday 
through Thursday, 7:30 - 9:00 p.m., instructed by Angel 
Chamorrow w ith tu ition  of $20 and prerequisite o f two 
semesters o f Spanish classes. For further inform ation on any 
o f these classes, call Ext. 7715 or Ext. 7295. Register in 
Eielson 119 or mail tuition to  Office o f Short Courses.

During the Short Session and the Post Session this summer, 
RASMUSON LIBRARY will be open from 8 a.m. to  5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. Hours will be extended until 10 p.m. 
Monday through Friday during the Regular Session, with 
weekend hours o f 9 a.m. to  5 p.m. on Saturday and 2 p.m. to  
10 p.m. on Sunday.

The Shikar Safari Club, an international conservation 
group, has nam ed wildlife management professor DR. 
R O B E R T  W E E D E N , as o u ts t a n d in g  in ternational 
conservationist. The award was presented recently at a 
Chamber o f Commerce luncheon in Anchorage.

BUS SERVICE TO CAMPUS is now supplied hourly from 
8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. by Golden Transit.

NEW COMMUNITIES: A BIBLIOGRAPHY, a publication 
listing over 600 reference sources on new towns and cities 
throughout the world, has just been received by your 
Government Docum ents Collection, Level I, Rasmuson 
Library. For your convenience, subject indexes to U.S. 
Government publications are located on Level 3 and on Level 
I.

There will be a shut-down o f steam and electrical power on 
campus on May 23 from 10:00 a.m. to  approxim ately 2:00 
p.m. to  facilitate the tie-in of new electrical feeders to  the 
campus. Additional work is required on the power line to 
Forestry Science Lab, and Bunnell and Duckering buildings. It 
is estim ated tha t the power will no t be turned back on in these 
three buildings until approxim ately 7 :00 p.m.

The Harriet Carrol Scholarship o f $600 was awarded to  
EDWARD MARSHALL at the Annual G overnor’s Day 
Luncheon. Mrs. Carrol, who died in 1970, was a special 
education teacher a t H unter School. The Scholarship Fund 
was contributed by friends who wished to  honor her memory 
and help continue her interest in education. Marshall is a 
junior in the D epartm ent o f Linguistics and Foreign 
Languages. A fter experience in bo th  the infantry and Air 
Force he retired in 1967 after 22 years of service. He is the 
father o f six children, holds down a fulltime night job at the 
airport, and carries a full load at the university w ith an 
excellent scholastic record. He also teaches a course in 
autom atic transmission to  young boys a t the State Jail on 
Saturdays. Marshall intends to  com plete his Master’s Degree at 
the University o f Alaska and then return south to  teach 
languages in a high school or college, as well as teach auto 
mechanics and electronics in his free time.

To get a good look at the start o f the 4 th  Annual Tanana 
R aft Classic, try  the “early bird”  ride on the Riverboat 
Discovery. Taking off at 4:00 a.m. from Pike’s Landing, you 
can view each raft close-up, then watch the race start from the 
river’s opposite shore. Price, which includes on-board brunch, 
is $7.50 per person, or $5 for children ages 2-11. Call 
479-6673 for reservations before May 20. Two other 
early-season tours aboard the stem wheeler will take off from 
Pike’s Landing at 8:30 a.m. on May 29 and 31. Brunch will be 
served aboard the boat, and the boat will stop at noon for an 
old-fashioned picnic lunch ashore. In the evening, after dinner 
in Nenana, to u r participants will be treated to  a dem onstration 
o f Native dancing. Price for this tour is $22, which includes all 
meals and return ticket on the Alaska Railroad; children aged 
3-11 can take the tour for only $15. Deadline for reservations 
is May 26.

In the forthcom ing publication, THE EXPLORERS 
COOKBOOK, compiled by the world-famous Explorers Club, 
will be recipes contributed by Alaskans JIMMY BEDFORD, 
WILLIAM R. WOOD and ERNEST PATTY. The handsome 
book, advertised as containing stories of “how the explorer 
b ec am e  acquainted w ith his particular gastronomical 
contribution ,” includes recipes from over one hundred other 
contributors.

The UNIVERSITY BOOKSTORE will be closed for 
inventory May 17 through May 21. Office Supply section will 
be closed on May 21. Summer hours, effective May 24 through 
September 3 are 9 a.m. to  5:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.

If you are an academic year em ployee and wish to  carry 
your HEALTH AND LIFE INSURANCE for the summer 
m onths, please contact the Payroll D epartm ent to  make 
arrangement for payment. Deduction may come out of your 
May paycheck. If you fail to  make arrangements for paym ent, 
your insurance will be autom atically cancelled.

Alaska Commissioner FREDERICK P. McGINNIS o f the 
D epartm ent o f Health and Welfare warns that earthenware 
plates, fruit bowls and gravy boats m anufactured as Empoli 
Brand in Italy with glazed yellow on the inside and a blue 
floral design on the outside are contam inated w ith cadmium 
and lead used in their manufacturing process. Both of these 
heavy metals are dangerous to  man when ingested over a 
period o f time. The contam inated pottery  was im ported in 
1969 and 1970. Stamped on the bo ttom  will be the following: 
plates will have “ Ita ly /38” , fruit bowls “ Italy 352” , and gravy 
boats “ Italy 7 /13” .
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music Room named for Eua

HOSTESS HONORED -  Eva McGown is flanked 
by University President William R. Wood and 
President Emeritus Ernest Patty at a reception in her 
honor, held after dedication of the new Eva McGown 
Music Room.

A whitehaired Irish woman o f  87 years 
was honored at the University o f  Alaska’s 
Founders’ week.

E va McGown, Fairbanks’ official 
hostess, was the guest of honor on the 
College campus at the dedication o f a 
music rehearsal hall in her honor. In 
cerem on ies a t intermission o f the 
University’s opera production, “ Dido and 
Aeneas,” the Eva McGown Music Room 
officially received its name.

Mrs. McGown responded merrily to 
the dedicatory address o f University 
President William R. Wood, recalling the 
many children she had instructed when 
she was a choir director in Belfast early 
this century.

The audience laughed delightedly 
when Eva firmly informed them  that “ I 
was no shy Irish colleen, not m e.” 
Presented with roses and an engraved 
plaque during the formal ceremonies, 
Mrs. McGown greeted her many friends at 
an informal reception after the opera.

The Eva McGown Music Room, 
located in the Fine Arts Complex, is 
specifically designed for choral practice 
and is equipped w ith risers for group 
rehearsal. Although announcem ent of 
plans to  name the music room after Mrs. 
M cG ow n was made last year at 
c o m m e n c e m e n t,  fo rm al dedication 
c e re m o n ie s  w ere  d e f e r r e d  u n til  
com pletion of the hall.

Mrs. McGown’s many years in Alaska’s 
University city have spanned the campus 
presidencies o f Drs. Charles Bunnell, 
Terris Moore, Ernest Patty and presently, 
William R. Wood. The Board of Regents, 
in last year’s announcem ent o f the 
planned music room dedication, took 
note of Mrs. McGown’s assistance to  the 
University during her long residency in 
Fairbanks.

Dedication o f the music room  to Eva, 
as she is known to  her innumerable 
friends, was chosen as an appropriate 
honor, for the petite Irish-born pioneer is 
herself a musician, having conducted a 
choir in Belfast and served as church 
organist for many years at St. M atthew’s 
Episcopal Church here in Fairbanks.

The story o f Eva’s dedication to  the 
lonely newcomers w ho flocked north 
during Alaska’s boom periods is a familiar 
one to  most Fairbanks residents. After 
the death of her husband, Mrs. McGown 
found herself in the predicam ent o f many 
an Arctic widow — lonely, w ithout a goal

in life, yet determined to  stay in the 
frontier state.

As she is fond of explaining, she 
started out by visiting other bereaved 
women like herself. “Then, people started 
sending o ther people to  m e,” she says. 
“ Pretty  soon, it was ‘Go see Eva, she’ll 
help’ and ‘Have you been to  see Eva 
McGown?”

Eva had found her vocation.
In the years to  follow, she became a 

familiar stranger to the cheechakoes 
whom she helped from her tiny, cluttered 
office in the dow ntow n Nordale Hotel. “ I 
never had children of my own,” Eva says, 
still a b it sadly. “ But as someone once 
said, I’m the m other o f all the 
cheechakoes.”

Hired by the city of Fairbanks to 
befriend the lonely, Eva soon earned 
for herself a wide reputation. She 
appeared on Ralph Edward’s television 
program, “This is Your Life.” A lengthy 
article about her appeared in Reader’s 
Digest. Newspapers frequently carried 
feature stories spreading the fame of this 
charming woman who always found time 
to  chat and who would always find help 
for the needy.

She knew everyone. When she speaks 
o f the University o f Alaska today, she 
refers as casually to  Presidents Bunnell 
and Patty as to  the present holder o f that 
title. She befriended students, legislators, 
entertainers, housewives, military men — 
in short, everyone w ith whom she came 
into contact.

Reminiscing recently in her former 
office in the Nordale lobby, she was 
interrupted by a middle-aged man who 
inquired, “Aren’t you Eva McGown?” 

Thirty years ago, he had been a visiting 
minister in the gold-rush tow n of 
Fairbanks. Eva McGown, from that 
Nordale office, had miraculously found 
him a room in the overcrowded city. “ It 
was a t the Salvation A rm y,” he smiled. 
“ And I’ve always said, if I ever return to  
Fairbanks, I’ll look up tha t lovely lady 
w ith God in her smile.”

So it has been for many years. In her 
round-the-world trips, Eva fondly recalls, 
she rediscovered people w hom  she had 
helped in Alaska on the streets and in 
airports in distant places such as 
Scandinavia and the Orient. “They always 
said the same thing,”  she laughs, “Aren’t 
you Eva McGown?”
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Emeriti: Jones, wells
Emeritus status will be conferred upon 

two retiring University o f Alaska women 
in ceremonies here this weekend.

Laura Buchan Jones and Dr. Minnie 
Wells will become Registrar Emeritus and 
Professor Emeritus, respectively, a t the 
University’s com m encem ent on Sunday. 
The title o f em eritus is awarded upon 
retirem ent to  selected University faculty 
and adm inistrators in recognition of 
dedicated service to  the institution.

Mrs. Jones has for 15 years been 
University Registrar and Director o f 
Admissions. Selected this semester for the 
new post o f UA Statewide Program 
C oord ina to r, she has declined the 
position in favor o f retirem ent. Dr. Wells 
has taught in the University’s English 
departm ent since 1946, as well as holding 
many administrative positions.

Laura Jones came to  Alaska 26 years 
ago to  visit and decided to  stay, taking 
the post o f supervisor of the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs rural schools — the first 
woman to  cover the Alaska Territory in 
this capacity. She later transferred to  Mt. 
Edgecumbe School as assistant principal, 
then moved again to  Fairbanks’ Main 
School, where she was a teacher.

Appointed Registrar in 1956, when 
there were only 400 students at the 
University, Mrs. Jones has watched the 
enrollm ent grow to its present size of

A Bureau of Indian Affairs teacher 
who filled 149 diaries over a 22-year 
span has presented his collection to  the 
University Archives.

The K enneth L. Cohen Collection, 
consisting of diaries, correspondence 
and newspaper clippings, “ represents a 
significance source available for research 
into the w ork and activities o f a B.I.A. 
teacher,” said Paul H. McCarthy Jr., the 
University archivist.

“ T h e  d ia r ie s  a re  p a r t ic u la r ly  
interesting,” McCarthy added, “ since 
they contain a personal perspective of 
many of the events occurring in Alaska 
from  1942 to  1964. Daily climatic 
conditions, visitors, and Native activities 
are among the entries.”

Cohen and his wife, Rose, came to

2,700. She handled many administrative 
tasks in addition to her admissions work 
— preparing the University catalogue, 
advising “boot strap ,” international and 
Native students, and certifying all degree 
recipients.

“ It is fitting,” the em eritus citation 
reads, “ that during these years of 
unparalleled  University growth, the 
expansive and generous person of Laura 
Jones has so ably filled the post of 
Registrar.”

Dr. Minnie Wells joined the faculty of 
the University in 1945 with outstanding 
academic credentials, including a doctoral 
degree from New York University and 12 
years teaching experience. She attained 
the rank of full professor within one year.

Serving under University Presidents 
Bunnell, Patty and Wood, Dr. Wells has 
held the administrative titles of Dean of 
Women, Acting Dean o f  the University, 
Assistant to  the Dean and Coordinator of 
G raduate Study. In 1955 she was head of 
the Departm ent of Arts and Letters, 
which has since grown to a full-scale 
academic college. Her literary specialties 
in c lu d e  A nglo-Saxon and Alaskan 
literature.

Dr. Wells is cited by the University, in 
the em eritus certificate, as “a diligent and 
p e rc e p tiv e  scholar, a learned but 
sym pathetic instructor, a dedicated and 
generous leader.”

Alaska in 1935. A fter working in a 
Juneau gold mine he became a B.I.A. 
teacher in 1937 a t King Cove, where he 
remained 10 years. Diary entries made 
there describe the Japanese bombing of 
Dutch Harbor on June 3, 1942, air 
crashes in the Bering Sea after the battle 
o f Dutch Harbor, and the appointm ent 
o f Cohen as a captain in the Alaska 
Territorial Guard by Governor Ernest 
Gruening in December, 1942.

The Cohens stayed five years a t Point 
Graham, followed by two years at 
Chitina, two at Shatoolik, four at 
Kaltag, and a half year at Tanacross 
before coming to  Fairbanks in 1959. 
They left the state in September, 1964 
b u t  not before Cohen had made 
descriptive m ention in his diary o f the 
Good Friday earthquake six m onths 
earlier.

Alumni 
Honor O'Neill
P a tr ic k  O ’Neill, recently named 

president o f the International Mining 
Corporation, has been selected to  receive 
the University’s Distinguished Alumnus 
Award.

O’Neill, a 1941 UA graduate who 
returned to  eam  an advanced degree in 
1953, will be presented the award by 
University President William R. Wood at 
an alumni gathering tonight at the 
Traveler’s Inn in Fairbanks.

The no-host testim onial dinner, at 
which alumni will honor new University 
graduates, begins a t 7:00 p.m. w ith 
cocktails, followed by dinner at 8:00 
p.m. The Distinguished Alumnus Award 
is annually presented by the UA Alumni 
Association.

Nominated for “his work with the 
Arctic Institute o f North America and the 
Explorers Club o f  New York, through 
which he stimulates interest in Alaska and 
in the U of A th a t results in Arctic 
research and Alaskan developm ent,” 
O’Neill has served on the boards of New 
York-based mining firms for alm ost 20 
years.

In addition to  his extensive business 
experience, he is also the author o f many 
technical articles and papers on mining 
techniques.

As governor and treasurer of the 
Arctic Institute o f  North America, 
O ’N e ill has  been instrum ental in 
encouraging research activities in the 
Arctic.

O’Neill, now residing in Connecticut, 
earned bachelor o f science and bachelor 
of mining engineering degrees here in 
1941; he also com pleted an engineer of 
mines degree in 1953.

In addition to  his office as president of 
International Mining Corporation, O’Neill 
h o ld s  d ire c to rsh ip s  in five other 
companies, m ost o f them  connected with 
the mining industry. He is Chairman of 
the Board o f four more corporations, and 
president o f three South American 
companies.

O’Neill worked for mining companies 
in Alaska after his graduation from the 
University. He then moved to  Colombia, 
South America, to take a post as chief 
engineer o f a Colombian mining and 
exploration company. Selected to  fill the 
post o f vice-president o f the South 
American Gold and Platinum Company 
of New York in 1954, he became an 
executive vice president three years later. 
When the International Mining Company 
merged with South American Gold and 
Platinum, O’Neill m aintained his position, 
moving up to  president last year.

Diaries in Archiues
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Honorary Degrees Go to Three

RUSTY HEURLIN, Alaskan artist.

Well-known Alaskan historian-artist M.
C. “ R usty” Heurlin will be acclaimed an 
honorary D octor o f Fine Arts on Sunday 
at com m encem ent exercises. The degree 
is conferred in recognition o f his 
contribution to  Alaskan cultural life.

At the same time, publisher William 
J o v a n o v ic h  and scientist Laurence 
M c K in ley  Gould will also receive 
honorary doctoral degrees, commending 
their dedicated and distinguished service 
to  humanity. Ceremonies begin at 2 p.m.

Heurlin, cited by the University as a 
“celebrated m aster o f the brush and easel, 
faithful recorder of life in the Arctic,” 
has for four decades progressively added 
to his reputation as a m eticulous painter 
o f  historic Alaskan scenes. A descendant 
o f handcrafters in wood, weaving and

William Jovanovich
silversmithing, Heurlin was born in 
Sweden o f American parents. He came to 
Alaska in 1916, travelled thousands of 
miles on snowshoes in search o f subject 
m a t t e r  a n d  s p e n t  d e c a d e s  in 
conscientious study of Interior Alaska 
and its peoples.

From  his tiny studio in the hills of 
E ster, near Fairbanks, Heurlin has 
produced dozens o f  large canvases 
depicting life in early-day Alaska. His 
series of 15 vast canvases, entitled “The 
Gold Stam pede,” was created for the 
Alaska Centennial Exposition in 1967. 
T h e  p a in t in g s ,  and accompanying 
com m entary, are still on display at
Alaskaland where they are enjoyed by
throngs o f  visitors each year.

Heurlin has begun work on a second 
major historical series, called “The Great 
Land” and depicting the history of
Russian Alaska. He projects yet another 
m onum ental series to  follow, on the
history of Native Alaskans, tentatively 
entitled “ Our Heritage.”

The com m endation accompanying the 
h o n o r a r y  degree will read, “ The 
U n iv e rs i ty  o f  Alaska salutes this 
remarkable contributor to  the richness of 
Alaska’s cultural life . . .  M. C. Heurlin is

unspoiled, dedicated, iconoclastic and 
never m uted.”

Although neither o f the other two 
honorary degree recipients are Alaskans, 
both will be honored for distinguished 
contributions in their fields. In addition, 
publisher William Jovanovich is scheduled 
to  deliver the UA com mencem ent 
address.

Son of immigrant parents, Jovanovich 
worked his way to  the top  of the 
publishing world with amazing speed. He 
joined Harcourt, Brace and Company, 
one of the world’s largest publishing 
houses, in 1947. Within seven years, at 
the age of 34, he was head o f the 
company.

For the past 16 years, as president or 
chairman, Jovanovich has been chief 
executive officer o f the company, now 
called H arcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc. 
His extensive publishing background 
includes experience in editing, selling and 
designing educational books, fiction, 
poetry and criticism.

H is book, “Now, Barabbas” was 
published by Harper & Row and he is 
presently at w ork on a new book 
concerned w ith com munications media. 
His essays have appeared in such 
magazines as “Harper’s,” “The American 
Scholar,” and “ Saturday Review.”

By the end of 1971, Jovanovich will 
hold five honorary doctoral degrees.

T h e  U niversity’s citation quotes 
J o v a n o v i c h ’s r e c e n t  r e p o r t  to  
shareholders, which reads, “Assuming 
tha t men will always be curious about 
themselves, publishing must be the

longest-lived of professions.” He will 
receive an honorary D octor of Laws 
degree.

An expert in geology of Arctic and 
Antarctic regions, Dr. Laurence McKinley 
Gould will be presented an honorary 
Doctor o f Science degree, recognizing his 
accom plishments bo th  in the classroom 
and in the field.

Only five years after his graduation 
from the University o f Michigan, Dr. 
Gould was assistant director and geologist 
o f  t h a t  u n iv e r s i ty ’s G re e n la n d  
Expedition. The following year he was 
assistant director and geographer o f the 
Putnam Baffin Island Expedition; then he 
joined the Byrd Antarctic Expedition of 
1928-29 as second-in-command and 
geologist-geographer.

Now teaching at the University of 
Arizona, he is President Em eritus of 
Carleton College in Minnesota; he served 
as p re s id e n t o f tha t distinguished 
institution for 18 years.

BULLETIN

Works of local artists and 
craftsmen will be on sale at the 
U pper Com m ons Lounge on 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
On exhibit will be silverwork, 
p o tte r y , w eaving  and hand 
embroidery, created by Linda 
Hulbert, Susan Foster, Judy Wallen, 
Sue Dean, Mary Asper and others.


