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Center Almost Ready
A  multi-million dollar student union on 

the UA College campus, now  in the final 
stages o f  com pletion , is due to  open later 
this month.

Carpeting is being installed in the 
copper-roofed center, and furniture is 
arriving daily. When open, the William 
Ransom W ood Campus Center will becom e 
the “ living ro o m ”  for this campus o f  nearly
5,000 students, faculty and employees.

During these final weeks, however, an 
en la rg ed  student activities staff is 
experiencing growth pains. Cramped in 
outm oded quarters in Constitution Hall, a 
10-person staff is attempting the transition 
from its former limited program to 
full-scale student union activity. New staff 
members are being trained for positions in 
the n ew  facility, where they will 
c o o r d in a t e  a ll extra-curricular and 
co -cu rr icu la r  activities on campus,”  
according to  W ood Center Head Don 
Scott.

Am ong events scheduled for the first 
month o f  operation will be the Holiday 
Ball, annually hosted by university 
president William R. W ood, for w hom  the 
c e n t e r  is n a m e d . T he b a ll ,  a 
community-university social function, is 
slated for Dec. 29.

Providing such diverse facilities as 
bow ling alley, discotheque-bar, crafts 
room  and snack bar, W ood Center was 
built to  the specifications o f  a planning 
com m ittee o f  students and faculty. W ood 
Center has thus “ had a tremendous 
amount o f  input from  its users,”  says 
Scott.

Flexibility will be one o f  the new 
center’s hallmarks. “ When one area isn’t 
used for its primary function ,”  says 
program director Xaty Rittner, “ we can 
use the area for another kind o f  activity. 
Many o f  the walls are moveable; we can 
easily rearrange areas to  suit future 
needs.”

W ood Center, designed by Alaska 
Architectural and Engineering Company 
o f  Fairbanks, replaces the now-inadequate 
Constitution Hall. The new $4 million 
s t r u c tu r e  was financed by general 
obligation bonds.

Inside the center, a plant-lined mall will 
lead to  offices, lounge, games room  and 
d is c o th e q u e . Above, three separate

restaurant facilities — espresso cafe, snack 
bar and ballroom-dining room  — will 
accom m odate up to  750 persons for 
formal or informal dining.

A  modern lounge on the main floor is 
form ed o f  descending tiers o f  carpeted 
stairs, to  be equipped with fire pits and 
s t e r e o  listening equipment. R oom y 
“ landscaped”  offices — with plants and 
partitions rather than walls dividing the 
areas — will provide space for student 
activities and the W ood Center staff. Plants 
and open areas are integral to  the building’s 
design, chosen in consideration o f  this 
c ity ’s extreme winter weather.

Six Apply for 
Provost Position

Half a dozen persons have applied to 
date for the position o f  provost for the 
U A ’s new North Region, according to 
Professor William Mendenhall, chairman o f  
the seven-member search and screening 
com m ittee appointed to help select the 
provost.

T h e  c o m m it te e  a n n o u n c e d  in 
mid-November it was seeking nominations 
and applications for the position.

The applications received came from 
Alaskans, residents o f  other states, and a 
Canadian educator, said Mendenhall.

The com m ittee is widening its search 
for a provost. Mendenhall said letters 
advertising the position will soon go out to 
the chief officers o f  some 100 colleges and 
universities. And ads will be placed in The 
Chronicle o f  Higher Education, a weekly 
n e w s p a p e r  read by educators and 
university administrators throughout the 
nation.

The provost, under direction o f  the 
O ffice o f  the President, would have full 
responsibility for daily operation o f  all 
academic and related programs in the 
North Region, which includes the northern 
and northwestern areas o f  the state as well 
as the campus here. The position will carry 
a salary “ in the $30,000 range,” according 
to  Mendenhall.

UA to Repair 
Yak Mistakes
W it h  c o ld  w e a th e r  p r o b le m s  

multiplying faster than the contractor can 
cope with them, the UA has decided to 
step in and make necessary repairs and 
modifications at the new Yak Estates 
apartment project here.

“ We will do the things necessary for the 
com fort o f  the occupants,”  said Bill King, 
the university’s director o f  construction.

The repair and m odification work will 
be paid for out o f  rental payments, said 
King. The university, which manages the 
Chena Ridge apartment project, collects 
the rents and under contract provision is to 
turn them over to  the contractor until such 
time as the project has been accepted from 
him.

Yak Estates has yet to  be accepted by 
th e  u n iv e r s ity , F e d e ra l H ou sin g  
Administration and University o f  Alaska 
Housing Corp., a subsidiary o f  the Atlantic 
R ichfield Company formed for the 
purpose o f  constructing needed housing 
for university faculty and staff.

The contractor for the modular housing 
project is Northwest Homes o f  Chehalis, 
Wash. The units were set up and finished 
by  the Baugh-Beiarde Construction Co. o f  
Anchorage. ColieJe Utilities put in the 
water system and purchases water from  the 
city for the tw o reservoirs at the project.

Last week the reservoirs went dry and 
residual water in Uie lines to  15 apartment 
units froze, rupturing a number o f  them. 
The burst lines w>*re quickly replaced and 
the water system restored.

T o  p re v e n t  freezing again, the 
university plans tc  m odify  the toilet water 
systems so there will be a continuous small 
flow  o f  water through the lines.

The water lines originally were wrapped 
with heat tapes over their insulation but 
after a fire extensively damaged an 
unoccupied six-apartment cluster, the heat 
tapes were removed. It was determined 
that the tapes in com bination with the 
insulation caused the fire.

King said the university will also install 
storm doors in the units. Some o f  the doors 
have frozen shut when moisture from 
within the apartments condensed around 
them, he said.

Band Plays Jazz
The university’s Stage Band will 

present a jazz concert next Wednesday at 
8:15 p.m. in Regents Great Hall.

U n d er  th e  direction o f  music 
department head Duane Mikow, the group 
will present such familiar jazz numbers as 
“ Gentle on My M ine,”  “ Going Out o f  My 
Head,”  and pieces from  the Basie-Nestico 
series.

W orks by “ D o c”  Severinsen — 
including “ Dot Dash”  “ Sloe Eyes,”  and 
“ Modal M odel”  — are also on the program. 
A  four-piece improvisational jazz quartet 
will also play, featuring Same Levine on 
flute, Mike Heimbuck on piano, Ed House 
on string bass and Kent Scarborough on 
drums. Vocalist Renee Morgan will 
perform  several numbers with the group.
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"Who’s Who” 
On UA CampusSupportYourLocalTheatre

Campus rumor has it that drama students planned to  erect a giant marquee across 
Regents Great Hall to mark the opening o f “ The Apple Tree.”

They didn ’t. But it would have been appropriate. The show, staged by the U A ’s 
theatre and opera workshops, is a bright-lights/fun-city/definitely-on-Broadway musical, 
a glamor spectacle, middle-brow entertainment.

The plot? Dramatizations o f  three excellent short stories — by Mark Twain, Frank 
Stockton and Jules Feiffer — strung together as variations on the old study o f  Adam, Eve 
and the Serpent. Y ou  get the picture: man the dupe; witty, wily wom an; hidden 
knowledge revealed. Lots o f  apples and other round temptations. Nothing to stretch your 
mind.

If supporting hom etown theatre isn’t sufficient reason to  head for campus this 
weekend, here’s three m ore: Melinda Mattson, Renee Morgan and Nona Holm, the sh ow ’s 
equally winning leading ladies. Melinda is a tenderly innocent Eve, Renee a sultry Princess 
Barbara, and Nona a w ickedly implausible Passionella.

Melinda Mattson is elegant to watch, gracious and musical in her gestures. But her 
gentle Eve is curiously humorless; lulled by her soft voice, the audience misses the outrage 
o f  such lines as these, from  her lullaby: “ G o to sleep, whatever you are/Close your eyes 
and open your paw .”  Similarly, in the com ic-rom antic ballad “ Why D o I Love H im ?”  the 
irony is lost; Melinda needs to put an edge on her softness for parts like this.

As for Renee Morgan, we can only complain that we didn ’t see more o f  her. Her 
torchy singing style and emphatic dancing left the audiencehungry for more. Renee also 
contributed the production ’s com petent choreography; mistiming in Act II spoiled the 
intended effects, but in Act III stage movement was sm oothly integrated with dance.

And Nona Holm : Fairbanks audiences can ’t seem to get enough o f this endearing 
local comedienne. She’s met her match in Passionella, a role which challenges her to  
surpass her previous performances. Nona plays tw o roles (Ella the chimney sweep and 
Passionella the movie star) admirably if  not effortlessly; her wailing rendition o f  “ Movie 
Star”  is surely one o f  the evening’s com ic highlights.

Three talented wom en — if only their leading men were as eloquent! The medium is 
the message; on stage, the bod y  is the medium; we didn’t get the message. There’s more to 
bod y  language than hand and facial gestures. R on  Wilson (Adam ) and John Franich 
(Sanjar), having learned on ly  the minimum vocabulary, seem stiff and vaguely 
embarrassed. Both passed up possible laughs through mere inaction; but both  indicate 
potential for improvement.

On the other hand, Bob Krise (Flip) is fluently aware o f  stage movement ; he ’s 
delightful to  watch in his roles o f  pop  singer and transformed slob. And Tom  Butters, 
w ho played several minor roles, is a gifted mime w ho reveals character with every 
movement. Another minor character deserves favorable mention: David Hammock (King 
Arik), unashamedly jiggling his ponderous belly. Bravo! That, David, took  guts.

Mention must be made o f  Melinda M attson’s excellent costumes; ingenious and 
colorful, they were not only designed but, in great part, executed by this talented theatre 
major. King Arik’s magnificent “ brocade”  robe, for instance, is merely unbleached 
muslin, carefully painted with an original design — a bit o f  theatrical inventiveness typical 
o f  Melinda.

The music is, alas, distinctly forgettable. With the exception o f  “ Movie Star,”  you  
w on ’t leave the theatre humming any o f these melodies; you  w on ’t remember them that 
long. But the accompanim ent is jazzy enough to  carry the show along. And the UA 
orchestral section is brightened by the addition o f  a saw (that’s right), played by Bob 
Armstrong;the tool played with a bow  emits a pleasantly mellow sound.

Several technical flaws marred the first w eekend’s performances, but director Lee 
Salisbury asserts that they will be corrected before the show goes on again. Salisbury 
explains, for example, that undimmed orchestra lights made it impossible to effect a 
complete blackout, which revealed actors all-too-obviously leaving and entering during 
“ transformations.”  This difficulty has been solved by the witty expedient o f  turning out 
the orchestra lights. The production is still uneven, with a few stray threads yet to
be tied up.

Last year’s superior “ Man o f  La Mancha”  whetted local appetites for 
professional-level theatre. “ The Apple Tree”  w on ’t satiate everyone, but it will give us 
something to chew on for awhile. P.M.

KUAC weekly Highlights
M O N D AY, 9 :02  p.m. -  CLEVELAND 

ORCH ESTRA: G luck’ s Overture to Iphigenia in 
Aulis; M ozart’ s Piano C oncerto N o. 26; and 
Sym phony N o. 2 in c, “ Asrael,”  by  Joseph Suk.

TU ESD AY , 7 :3 0  p.m. -  N ATIO N AL PRESS 
CLUB: India’ s Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 
speaks on India - Pakistan tensions, and her 
recent visits to six western nations and M oscow.

W EDNESDAY, 9 :02  p.m. -  KEYBO ARD 
IM M O R T A L S : an all-Beethoven program,

Kreutzer and M oonlight Sonatas; R ondo, Op. 51 
N o. 2, and the Ruins o f  Athens Fantasia.

T H U R S D A Y ,  1 2 : 4 5  p . m .  -  
IN TERN ATION AL GLIMPSES: The Finnish 
W oman -  “ A  Protest Singer D irector.”

F R ID A Y , 8 :3 0  a.m. -  POTPOURRI: Soviet 
Feature Show -  “ The Balabanovo Pioneer 
Camp.”

SA T U R D A Y , 1 p.m. -  O PE RA: Mozart’s 
“ The Marriage o f  Figaro.”

A  n u m b e r  o f  UA faculty and 
administrators have been honored recently 
by inclusion in biographical directories 
such as “ W ho’s Who in Am erica”  and 
“ American Men o f  Science.”

Listed in the prestigious “ W ho’s Who in 
Am erica”  were the follow ing: William R. 
W ood, university president; Earl Beistline, 
mineral engineering, Theodore Ryberg, 
library; Kenneth Rae, marine science; John 
Teal, animal husbandry; Walter J. Mueller, 
German; Charles Keim, journalism; Bruce 
Gordon, French; Charles Ray, education; 
Brina K esse l, ornithology; Herman 
Slotnick, history; Robert Forbes, geology, 
Donald Cook, mineral engineering; Charles 
Behlke, civil engineering; Elbert R ice, civil 
engineering; William Wilson, chemistry; 
Don Dafoe, educational administration; 
Laurence Irving, animal physiology, and 
Helmut Van Flein, art.

Listed in “ American Men o f  Science”  
are the follow ing UA scientists: Charles 
Behlke, William Sackinger, T.D. Robert, 
Howard Bates, G. Warren Smith, L. Claron 
Hoskins, W. S. Wilson, Ralph Liljelund,
E.B. Rice, Laurence Irving, Peter Morrison, 
G e o rg e  W est, Jack Luick, Robert 
Dieterich, R ollo  Van Pelt, R. Penney, 
Donald H ood, Robert Barsdate, Mary Belle 
Allen, Howard Feder, John Goering, Vera 
Alexander, Y. R. Nayudu, Brian Matthews, 
Donald Button and Tunis Wentink.

“ W ho’s Who in the West”  includes the 
follow ing names o f  UA personnel: Jimmy 
Bedford, Lee Salisbury, Charles Davis, 
Duane Mikow, W. S. Wilson, Lawrence 
Bennett, E.B. R ice, C.A. Reeder, Arnold 
Griese, Frank Darnell and Charles Ray.

The “ Directory o f  American Scholars”  
lists Dudley Hascall, Robert E. Haines, 
Charles Keim, Jimmy Bedford, Bruce 
Gordon and Lee Salisbury.

Millicent Hering is included in the 
current edition o f  “ W ho’s Who of 
American W om en,”  as is Greeta Brown. 
“ 2000 Men o f  Achievem ent”  includes Lee 
Salisbury and R ollo  Van Pelt, while the 
“ Dictionary o f  International Biography”  
includes Salisbury, Van Pelt, Jimmy 
Bedford, Greeta Brown, Charles Davis, 
C.A. Reeder, Wendell Wolfe and Frank 
Darnell.

T H E  N A N O O K  N EW S, the 
fa c u lty -s ta ff  newsletter o f  the 
University o f  Alaska, is published 
weekly by the University Relations 
Office, News Service Department. 
G era ld  Bowkett:, News Service 
manager; Pat Monaghan, editor;Don  
C a rter  and G la d ys R eck le y ,  
Anchorage contributors. Deadline 
T u e s d a y  n o o n  f o r  F rid a y  
publication.
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POTPOURRI
President W ood has made available to the University Library 

tw o copies o f  “ A CHALLENGE TO EXCELLENCE: 
professional personnel compensation at the University o f  
Alaska, a report o f  the UA Salary Review Committee, Nov. 
1971 ,”  with the request that they be made available to the 
University staff. The copies are available in the Reserve Reading 
R oom  o f  the Rasmuson Library.

The Fairbanks Chapter o f  the American Field Service (AFS) 
is now  accepting host family applications for a foreign exchange 
student next year. In order to have an AFS foreign student at 
Lathrop High School in the fall o f  1972, a family in the 
com m unity must volunteer to  adopt a student as a member o f  
the family for a year — from  August, 1972 to July, 1973. 
Basically, a host family provides affection, care, guidance, and 
discipline, along with the necessities o f  food  and lodging. The 
AFS student lives as a member o f  the family, sharing equally in 
the pleasures and duties o f  the home. Families w ho are 
interested in hosting a foreign exchange student or who want 
additional inform ation can contact: Sue Berglund at 479-2108 
or Donald Gray, 452-5737. Preliminary applications must be 
com pleted by December 15.

D uring  spring semester, a course in CHEMICAL 
APPLICATIONS OF GROUP TH EORY will be taught bv 
associate professor o f  chemistry Claron Hoskins. It will include 
an introduction to  group theory and its relation to molecular 
symmetry and quantum mechanics; any student w ho has 
completed physical chemistry should have adequate preparation 
for this course; students interested in the course (Chem. 494) 
who have not com pleted the prerequisites should consult with 
the instructor.

DR. P. DHARM A RA O  o f  the Mineral Industry Research 
Laboratory published his study o f  “ Determination o f  
M olybdenum in Geological Materials”  in the September-October 
issue o f  the “ Atom ic Absorption Newsletter.”  Rao is an 
associate professor o f  coal technology at MIRL.

Jim Nastos, foreman for Acm e Electric, subcontractor for 
electrical installation for new campus parking facilities, has 
inform ed the O ffice o f  Safety and Security that heater outlets 
for the Patty and Com mons parking lots will not be operational 
until December 25. Nastos states that the electrical equipment 
has finally arrived, and that approximately three weeks are 
lequired for installation. Safety and Security advises students 
and campus resident users that transient parking regulations will 
not be enforced until power is restored on December 25.

Just back from  the National Collegiate Parachuting 
Championships in DeLand, Florida, UA sport parachutist JIM 
W ALLACE is now  going to  do “ some serious jum ping”  in 
preparation for next year’s com petition. “ In the past I ’ve just 
been a fun jumper but now  I ’m going to get dow n to work and do 
some serious jumping,”  he says. “ It’s critical — w e’ve got to  get 
going right n ow .”  Wallace, a University o f  Alaska junior 
majoring in journalism and philosophy, entered the national 
championships in the novice accuracy category. He and 53 other 
jumpers tried to  land as close as possible to small bullseye. He 
finished 29th. It was the first time Wallace had entered national 
jumping com petition — and the first time the University of 
Alaska was represented in the national event. The Senate o f  the 
Associated Students appropriated some $1,400 to  send Wallace 
and his wife Mary to  Florida. Mary, herself an experienced 
parachutist w ho has made 681 jumps, went along to leara as 
much as possible about the com petition so the university can 
plan for greater participation in the future. As a nonparticipant, 
she was free to consult with judges and other officials. “ We hope 
to have at least four people in the com petition next year,”  said 
Wallace.

The University’s INFORM ATION SWITCHBOARD (DialO 
from  campus phone — 479-7211 from off-cam pus phone) will 
not be in operation on Saturday and Sunday, December 11 and 
12 as MUS will be in the process o f  moving the equipment to 
W ood Center. Normal operation will, hopefully, resume on 
M onday, December 13. The Inform ation Desk will remain in 
operation in Constitution Hall until further notice.

The appointment o f  DR. DONALD MCDERMOTT as acting 
dean o f  the University o f  Alaska, Anchorage Senior College was 
announced last week by Dr. Lewis Haines, provost for the 
uni versity s Southcentral Region. M cDerm ott, assistant 
professor o f  education, will begin the new position Jan. 1 and 
will serve until a permanent dean has been appointed. 
McDermott will continue his teaching duties and will serve on a 
half-time basis as acting dean. A com m ittee to  screen candidates 
and make recom mendations for a dean for the senior college, 
formed a month ago, will continue operating. More than 50 
applicants have responded to advertisements for the job . The job  
was advertised in national education journals and through 
placement offices o f  major universities.

In December the N ATION AL AERONAUTICS AND 
S P A C E  A D M IN IS T R A T IO N  will begin a series o f  
rocket-launched gravity wave experirr -*nts at Point Barrow to 
obtain upper atmospheric m eteorological data within the Arctic 
Circle. The eight research rockets (four Nike-Cajuns and four 
Nike-Apaches) are scheduled to  be launched beginning 
December 6. They will be launched in a., easterly direction from 
Point Barrow. Tentatively scheduled for launch during a 
two-week period, the eight experiments may be launched within 
a week. If delayed by weather conditions, they will be 
rescheduled from day to day through December 18, resuming 
the schedule after the holiday season, it necessary.

The University Museum will hold an OPEN HOUSE Dec. 17 
fiom  7-9 p.m ., museum director L. J. Rowinski has announced. 
Several new exhibits are now  being prepared, he said. These 
include “ Beaches, Bottles and Barnacles,”  featuring some o f  the 
work o f  the Aquatic Collections branch under the Sea Grant 
Program; Bishop Veniaminov’s robes, reportedly used by the 
famous Russian bishop while living in Kodiak; and a group of 
posters from European museums collected by Rowinski while 
on sabbatical leave. In addition, some o f  the museum’s work 
areas and other collections will be open for public inspection 
I he mammal and bird collections in the Bunnell Building and 
the herbarium and aquatic collection in the Chapman Building 
will have curators and students available to  answer questions and 
explain the use o f  these research collections. Materials collected 
in a recent survey o f  archeological sites on Amchitka Island 
location o f  the Cannikin nuclear test last month, will also be on 
display. Coffee will be served in the exhibit area during the open 
house.

The University is now  soliciting bids for C l 30 HERCULES 
SUPPLY FLIGHTS from Barrow to Ice Island T-3, drifting in 
the Arctic Ocean near the North Pole, and to  a tem porary ice 
station to be established on sea ice in late February or early 
March by the Naval Arctic Research Laboratory. These research 
facilities are financed by the Office o f  Naval Research and 
operated by the university under contract with the o ffice . Some 
30 supply flights to  Ice Island are planned between Dec. 20 o f 
this year and next May 31 and between Sept. 30 and Dec. 31 o f 
1972. Bids will be opened in the university’s
Purchassing office today.
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EVENTS
M EETING WITH DR. THEOPHILUS, slated 

for this afternoon, is cancelled due to  the 
administrator’ s recent injury.

FUNQUE at Alaskaland tonight from  9 p.m. - 
2 a.m., featuring “ Lightship”  and beer. Open to 
ASUA members and guests; admission free with 
ASUA activity card, S I .00 others.

ASUA MOVIES this weekend are RO Y AL  
HUNT OF THE SUN, starring Christopher 
Plummer and Robert Shaw, and D IA R Y  OF A 
MAD HOUSEWIFE, with Carrie Snodgrass; 
showings start at 6 :3 0  p.m.Friday and Saturday, 
7 :0 0  p.m . Sunday in Schaible Hall. Short 
subject : THE G REAT M cGONICLE, with W.C. 
Fields. Admission charge is S1.00 or ASUA 
membership card.

UA NANOOKS meet Pacific Lutheran College 
o f  T acom a in basketball this weekend, 7 :3 0  p.m. 
Friday and Saturday at Patty Gym .

SCOTTISH FOLK DANCING, 7 :3 0  p.m. 
Friday,Patty 111.

FOLK DANCING, Duckering 110, Friday at 
7 :3 0 p .m . Instruction provided.

THE APPLE TREE continues this weekend, 
Friday through Sunday at 8 :15 p.m . in the Fine 
Arts Theatre.

IN S T IT U T E  O F  A R C T IC  BIOLOGY 
COLLOQUIUM , Fridays at 3 :30  p .m ., Irving 
Building Conference R oom .

FILMS ON THE FLO OR o f  the Borough 
Library, n o  admission charge; every Friday at 
7 :0 0  and 9 :0 0  p.m.

FILMAS1A film showing at 7 :3 0  p.m . every 
Saturday in Duckering 318.

C H R IS T M A S  EVERY D A Y  OF THE 
W ORLD, Sweet Adelines’ benefit concert for  the 
Hillcrest Hom e for B oys; Alaskaland Theatre, 
8 :15 p.m. tom orrow . Admission charge is S2.00 
for adults, S I .00 for children. An International 
Tasting Party will fo llow  with admission o f  S I .50 
each.

MONDAY
GEOSCIENCES SEM INAR, M onday at 4 p.m. 

in 201 Brooks.
TUESDAY

CAMPUS M IN ISTRY’S FACU LTY FORUM, 
noon on Tuesday in the Low er Com m ons 
Lounge.

CHEM ISTRY SEM INAR, Tuesday at 1:00 
p.m. in 205 Bunnell

WEDNESDAY
MARINE SCIENCE SEM INAR, Wednesday at 

3 :0 0  p.m . in Duckering 110, focuses on 
“ Baseline Studies: Physical Oceanography”  with 
chairman David Nebert.

THURSDAY
UNIVERSITY JA ZZ WORKSHOP concert, 

8 :15 p.m. Thursday in the Regents Great Hall; 
free admission.

ALASK A CON SERVATION SOCIETY lunch 
meeting, noon  on Thursday in the Lower 
Com m ons Lounge.

GEOPHYSICAL INSTITUTE SEM INAR, 
Thursday at 3 :30  p.m. in the Elvey Building 

Conference R oom . Features Dr. William Stringer 
speaking on “ Scientists and the Atom  Bomb.

Lathrop
A print o f  the first and only feature film 

produced by pioneer Alaska industrialist 
Captain Austin E. Lathrop — “ The 

Cheechakos,”  released in 1924 — has been 
given the University o f  Alaska and special 
showings are scheduled this month for 
faculty and students and guests at the 
Pioneers Home in Fairbanks.

The print — believed to  be the only one 
in existence o f  the film — was given to the 
university’s Archive Film Collection by 
Austin Cooley o f  Reno, Nevada, nephew 
o f  the late Lathrop.

It was reconditioned and duplicates 
were made o f  it for showing by the 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A u d i o - V i s u a l  
Communications. The original will be 
preserved under proper humidity control 
in the archives.

At the time it was released, “ The 
Cheechakos”  was the first film ever 
produced in Alaska, a fact noted on the 
stationery o f  Lathrop’s Alaska Moving 
Pictures Corporation. It is a classic 
m e lod ra m a  in plot but has great 
docum entary value, according to  Jane 
Williams, head o f  the Department o f  
Audio-Visual Communications.

“ Y ou  will see shots o f  parkas and scenes 
o f  the dance hall and dashes o f  dog teams 
that have long passed out o f  the Alaska 
scene,”  she says.

Lathrop, a long-time member o f  the

E x is t in g  inform ation and service 
programs d o  not meet the needs o f  
m o d e r n , c o m m e r c ia l  a g r icu ltu r a l 
development in Alaska, says author Wayne 
Burton in “ Alaska’s Agriculture — An 
Analysis o f  Developmental Problems,”  a 
new publication o f the U A ’s Institute of 
So c i a l ,  E co n o m ic  and Government 
Research.

This is the conclusion he draws from  his 
review o f  operations o f  a large-scale grain 
an d  h o g  fa rm in g  venture in the 
Delta-Clearwater area o f  the Tanana Valley 
established to  determine the feasibility o f 
such farming there.

This “ case-study farm,”  which was to  
feature a “ pork palace-growth factory,”  
w as estab lish ed  by a small local 
corporation . It began as a typical 
homestead operation early in 1969. Land 
was cleared and spring barley planted just 
before freezeup. Additional land was 
acquired over the next year until the farm 
comprised some 6,000 acres.

The corporation entered into an 
agreement with the UA Institute of- 
Agricultural Sciences whereby the latter 
w ould provide critical inform ation and 
technology required by such a large-scale 
farming venture. In the beginning, the 
institute provided “ consultant expertise.”

Resource and management studies were 
initiated by the university’s project 
c o o r d in a t o r  to  gain scientific and

Donated
university’s Board o f  Regents, wrote his 
nephew in May o f  1923 that the film soon 
would be finished and predicted its release 
would mark the beginning o f  “ one o f  
Alaska’s great industries.”  After viewing it 
“ the people o f  the East and West will for 
the first time have a true conception  o f  
Alaska as it was, and as it is today, a 
country rugged and terrible, with infinite 
possibilities for those who seek,”  he wrote.

Lathrop lost m oney on the production, 
apparently because o f  imprudent handling 
by the distributor, and he made no other 
films.

The film will be shown for faculty and 
friends Dec. 15 at 8 p.m. in Schaible 
Auditorium and will be repeated the next 
evening at the same time and place for 
university students. Christa Bruce o f  the 
Music Department will provide musical 
accompanim ent, “ belting it out on the 
honky-tonk piano,”  says Mrs. Williams. 
And, she advises, “ bring your own popcorn 
and peanuts for an evening o f  fun. Y ou  are 
in for a rare archival treat.”

The film will be shown at the Pioneers 
Home the follow ing Sunday, and
the staff o f  the university’s radio station, 
KUAC-FM, will be on hand to capture the 
reminiscences o f  the old-timers.

After these initial showings, the film 
will be made available for booking 
t h r o u g h o u t  A la sk a  t h r o u g h  the 
university’s film library.

e c o n o m i c  data  f r o m  s u c ce s s iv e  
development phases o f  this case-study 
f a r m .  S o m e  c 1 i m a t o  1 o  gi  c a 1 
instrumentation was installed, and regular 
conferences were held between university 
personnel and the president o f  the 
corporation.

Nearly 1,000 acres o f  barley were 
planted in 1970 and more than 2,300 acres 
in 1971. A  swine breeding herd o f some 50 
animals was airlifted to  the farm in 1970. 
With rapid development o f  this enterprise, 
the problems and questions proliferated.

“ A  Pandora’s b o x  o f  questions had been 
opened, and the full impact o f  the scope 
and magnitude o f  research and service 
programs needed to  serve a fast-growing, 
large-scale commercial farming industry in 
a new-lands settlement area finally 
exploded within the university institute,”  
writes Burton.

Says Burton in his conclusion: “ The 
case-study farm’s development typifies the 
structural changes that are emerging in 
Alaska’s agricultural industry as a result o f 
technological transition, and exemplifies 
the need for change o f  organization and 
structure o f  agricultural institutions in 
Al as k a  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  technological 
transition in the future.”  .

Copies o f  the study—at $5 each—may 
be obtained from ISEGR.

Film

ISEGR Publishes Farm Study


