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zs is a happy season o f  
the year, a special time to be with 
family and with friends. It is a time, 
too, to look back over the years 
and take satisfaction in on e’s 
accomplishments. This is a time to 
offer thanks to those with whom 
you have been associated, and by 
whom your own work has been 
made more meaningful.

s you know so well, many, 
many persons are required to 
develop  and operate a state 
university. Each o f  you so involved 
is a special person making a very 
genuine contribution to the 
complex mission o f  the University 
o f Alaska. I f  your work is not well 
done, the whole enterprise o f  
service to people is less effective. 
By your excellent work this year, 
often far beyond the requirements 
of the specific task assigned, you 
have added much to the good name 
o f the university.

°M rsIrs. Wood and I are deeply 
apprecia tive, and take this 
opportunity to wish each o f  you, 
your family, and your friends, the 
very happiest holiday season ever. 
You are builders o f  a name in 
which all can take quiet pride, the 
University o f  Alaska.

°M e
New Year.

erry Christmas and a great

William R. Wood, President

W ILLIAM  BANSOM W 0 0 6  CAM »U« CCM Tt*
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1972: A year of growth for UA
Growth has been the key word for 

the University o f  Alaska’s statewide 
system  during 1972, with student 
enrollment reaching record numbers, new 
buildings com pleted on many campuses, 
and educational opportunities available to 
many more Alaskans.

D evelopm en t o f  the statewide 
system was fostered in 1972 with the 
con stru ction  o f  buildings for five 
c o m m u n i t y  c o l l e g e s ,  an d  the 
establishment o f  one new com m unity 
college.

Obtaining their first buildings, and 
thereby enhancing an identity sometimes 
difficult to maintain using borrowed 
fa c ilitie s , were Kodiak Community 
College, Matanuska-Susitna Community 
C o l le g e , and the Kenai Peninsula 
Community College.

Obtaining additional buildings were 
K e t c h ik a n  C o m m u n ity  C o l le g e . 
Juneau Douglas Community College and 
Anchorage Community College.

Building, Patty Gym and older dorms will 
be upgraded, an addition to the Arctic 
Biology Building will be constructed, and 
a student apartment com plex will be 
built.

T h e  first classes at the new 
Kuskokwim Community College, the 
state’s eighth, got under way in October, 
offering college courses to residents o f  
Bethel and the lower Kuskokwim River 
region for the first time.

In November, voters o f  the state 
a p p ro v e d  an $18 million general 
obligation bond issue for the university, 
which will finance projects in the 
university’s Northern, Southeastern, and 
Southcentral regions.

With these funds, plans are under 
way to construct buildings at the Kodiak, 
M atanuska-Susitna, Kenai Peninsula, 
Juneau-Douglas, Sitka and Kuskokwim 
c o m m u n ity  colleges, and for the 
Northwest Extension Center in Nome.

In Anchorage, a $4.25 million senior 
college building is planned, and the 
community college’s auditorium and 
p e r f o r m i n g  a r t s  w i n g ,  a n d  
vocational-technical building will be 
completed.

In Fairbanks, the concert hall will be 
com pleted, utilities in the Bunnell

CENTRAL IIALL AT K£NAI 
PENINSULA

Construction was under way on  the 
Fairbanks campus too  On Jan. 17, doors 
opened to the Wiiiiam Ransom W ood 
Campus Center, a handsome tribute to 
the university president, and “ home away 
from hom e”  for students and staff alike.

Formal dedication o f  the $4 million 
facility was held Sept. 29, after students 
had returned to  campus for the fall 
semester.

Dedication o f  the new classroom 
and o ffice  building, named after former 
Senator Ernest Gruening, was held in 
J u n e ,  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  
c o m m e n c e m e n t  cerem on ies , when 
Gruening was on  campus.

Construction was com pleted during 
the fall semester o f  a new married student 
housing com plex, and com pletion was in 
sight for the Resources Building and 
Safety and Security Building.

MA1ANUSKA—SUSITNA 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

In May the largest graduating classes 
ever received their degrees on both the 
Fairbanks and Anchorage campuses.

At com m encem ent ceremonies in 
Fairbanks, held May 14, Dr. W ood 
announced he hoped to  retire by  July 1, 
1973, saying in part, “  . . . I have 
requested permission o f the Board o f  
Regents to  retire from  the presidency by

July 1973. The time has com e to  take 
myself out o f the game.”

In September, W ood went to  South 
Vietnam, his second trip there in two 
years, on a month-long assignment for the 
U .S .  A g e n c y  f o r  In te r n a t io n a l 
Development. While there, he worked 
with Vietnamese educators, follow ing up 
on the work o f his previous mission.

S h ortly  before announcing his 
retirement, W ood had requested o f  the 
University Assembly, a legislative body o f 
faculty, administrators and students, that 
it make a year-long comprehensive 
analysis o f  the baccalaureate program, in 
an effort to streamline and perhaps 
reduce the number o f  courses and 
programs.

NEW BUILDING IN KODl/\K
Looking toward a continued period 

of belt-tightening, he suggested to the 
assembly that it undertake a three-part 
study. The study would determine just 
what the university now offers in the 
instructional field, then consider how  this 
offering might be repackaged in a more 
streamlined, efficient program, and lastly, 
determine how  much such repackaging 
would cost.

Distinguished visitors during the 
y e a r  in c lu d e d  R . B u ck m in ste r  
Fuller—inventor o f  the geodesic dome, 
architect, engineer, scientist, inventor, 
creative thinker, educator, author—who 
spoke on the Fairbanks campus April 17 
and in Anchorage April 19 as the 
university’s 1972 Bartlett Lecturer.

Cont on Page 4

T H E  NANOOK NEWS, the 
faculty -  staff newsletter o f  the 
University o f  Alaska, is published 
weekly by the University Relations 
Office, News Service Department. 
Gerald Bowkett, News Service 
manager; Sue Lewis, editor; Don 
C arter an d  G ladys Reckley, 
Anchorage contributors. Deadline 
T u e s d a y  n o o n  fo r  F r id a y  
publication.

JUNEAU-DOUGLAS COMMUNITY
COLLEGE
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With the holiday season upon us, several university 

departments have scheduled OPEN HOUSES for the campus 
community, offering those who wish to come a chance to 
meet and chat with department members. The Office o f 
University Relations will join with the Dean o f Students’ and 
Provost’ s offices to host an open house Friday, Dec. 15 from 3 
to 5 p.m. at 108 Bunnell. Rasmuson Library will have its 
annual Library Holiday Open House Wednesday, Dec. 27 from 
2 to 4 p.m. Faculty and staff are invited to join in the 
festivities.

Both KUAC (FM)and TV will have special Christmas 
programs on over the holidays.

KUAC-TV, Channel 9, will lead off, with two specials 
Friday, Dec. 15. At 8 p.m., “ A Plot to Overthrow Christmas,”  
by Norman Corwin, will be aired. The program is a 
locally-produced radio play adapted to television. It will be 
followed at 9 p.m. with “ A-Caroling, A-Caroling,”  by the 
Mormon Youth Symphony and Chorus, from Salt Lake City. 
Other programs on KUAC-TV will include a Canadian ballet 
version of “ Sleeping Beauty,”  several musical programs, a 
historical piece on George Washington’s Christmas at Valley 
Forge, and several others. Although the schedule was not 
completed at press time, most will be aired Dec. 23, 24 or 25.

KUAC (FM), 104.7 MHz, will have a 6-hour Christmas 
special, called “ A Prelude to Christmas,”  on Christmas Eve 
from 6 p.m. to midnight. Dr. Charles Northrip, director o f 
Media Services and general manager o f KUAC (FM) and TV, 
will host the program, which will include many special 
Christmas readings, Christmas dramas, and Christmas music. 
Included will be locally produced versions of “ The Plot to 
Overthrow Christmas”  and Dickens’ “ Christmas Carol,”  and 
readings o f stories by Professor Charles Keim and other 
authors. The early portion o f the program will be aimed at 
children, with things such as “ Twas the Night Before 
Christmas,”  by Fred Waring and the Pennsylvanians. As the 
hour grows later adult-oriented material will be used, and the 
evening will conclude at midnight with the Hallelujah Chorus 
from Handel’s Messiah. The evening will include much material 
produced by the KUAC (FM) staff: “ It’s our gift to the 
Fairbanks community,”  said David Geesin, director of 
programming and operations. KUAC (FM) also promises other 
special Christmas programs from Sunday, Dec. 17 to Christmas 
Day. The full-length “ Messiah”  will be played Christmas Day, 
along with other Christmas music, including some from foreign 
countries.

RASMUSON LIBRARY asks that those planning to place 
materials on reserve at the library do so before the beginning 
of the spring semester. This will insure more prompt 
processing, with materials available to students the first week 
of the semester. The library will take a holiday break, closing 
at 5 p.m. Dec. 21, and remaining closed until Dec. 26. For the 
rest of the semester break the library hours will be as follows: 
Dec. 26, 27, and 28—8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Jan. 2-5, 8-12, 15-16—8 
a.m. to 5 p.m.; evening and weekend hours will resume as o f 
January 17, 1973.

The GEOLOGY DEPARTMENT is offering a new course 
next semester, “ Earth Sciences and Human Affairs”  (Geology 
102). According to Richard Allison, associate professor of 
geology, who with three others will teach the course, it will 
cover “ how our present technological society depends on earth 
resources, and what the long term prospect for mineral 
resources is.”  Primary focus will be on Alaska. Others teaching 
the course will be Robert Forbes, professor o f geology, and 
Wyatt Gilbert, assistant professor of geology. The class will 
meet twice weekly for V/2  hours; it is offered for three credits. 
There are no prerequisites, and Allison recommends it for the 
campus public interested in how earth sciences serve society. 
The course now numbered Geology 102 (Historical Geology), 
has been renumbered as Geology 112.

Wood Center will be closed for several days during the 
holiday season. The building will be closed Dec. 22, 23, 24, 
and 25. It will be open Dec. 26, 27 and 28 from 9 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Bowling will be open from 2 to 6:30 p.m. and the 
Espresso Lounge from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on those days. Then 
the building will close again Dec. 29, 30, 31 and Jan. 1, and 
Jan. 6 and 7. It will be open Jan. 2 to 5 and Jan. 8 to 12 on 
the hours mentioned above, and Jan. 13 and 14 from 2 to 11 
p.m. In addition, the Snack Bar will be closed Dec. 9, 10, 16 
and 17, but short order service will be available at the 
Espresso Lounge from 10 a.m. to midnight Dec. 9 and 16 and 
from 10 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. Dec. 10 and 17.

Three new instructors have joined the ASSOCIATE 
DEGREE NURSING PROGRAM at Anchorage Community 
College. They are Mrs. Gerrie Ivy, Martha Valliant and Mrs. 
Constance Weyland. Addition o f the three new staff members 
will allow the program totraina newclass o f from25-30nursing 
students each year.

The AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION is sponsoring 
a “ Program in Dental Research for College Students,”  under a 
grant from the National Institute o f Dental Research. The 
program is for undergraduates, and allows them to spend 10 
weeks during the summer working in the lab o f a senior dental 
scientist. Travel and expenses are provided. Deadline for 
application is Feb. 15, 1973. Information and application kits 
are available from Dr. Stephen Norrell, Biological Sciences, 
203 Bunnell, or by writing the Council on Dental Research, 
American Dental Association, 211 East Chicago Ave., Chicago, 
Illinois 60611.

The Fairbanks Chapter o f PHI BETA KAPPA, national 
scholastic society, is initiating a recruitment program for 
additional members, and is asking members o f Phi Beta Kappa 
to contact one o f the following persons: Herman Slotnick, 
History Department; Barbara Perles, Mathematics Department; 
Gertrude Rasche, English Department; or Patsy Willey, 
Fairbanks North Star Borough Library. In addition, Phi Beta 
Kappa is investigating establishing a program o f visiting 
scholars. Those interested in supporting such a program, which 
would include visits from outstanding scholars o f many 
disciplines, may contact any o f the above-mentioned people.
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1972 . . . Holiday Ball Dec. 28
In March, John Ciardi, poetry 

editor o f  the Saturday Review as well as 
poet, translator, teacher, and lecturer, 
spoke during the annual Festival o f  the 
Arts in Fairbanks.

A  record number o f  students 
enrolled statewide for the fall semester, 
with 10,569 enrolled on all campuses.

Southcentral Region had the largest 
number o f  students, a total o f  6,122. 
T h at n u m b e r  in c lu d e s  1,507 at 
Anchorage Senior College, 3,959 at 
Anchorage Community College, 170 at 
Kenai Peninsula, 125 at Kodiak, 120 at 
Kuskokwim, 172 at Mat-Su, and 69 in 
other extension programs.

In the Southeastern Region, a total 
o f 752 students enrolled, including 212 at 
Juneau-Douglas Senior College, 218 at 
Juneau-Douglas Community College, 151 
at Ketchikan, 72 at Sitka, and 9 9 in other 
extension programs.

In the Northern Region, 3626 
students enrolled on the Fairbanks 
campus, and 69 enrolled in other 
extension programs, for a total o f  3,695.

T h e  F a irb a n k s  student body 
includes students from  20 foreign 
countries and from  all the United States 
but Delaware and Louisiana. The Alaska 
students on campus com e from  144 
cities, towns and villages in the state.

Records com piled by the Office o f  
the Director o f Admissions and Registrar 
show that 674 students have com e from  
the other states, 130 o f  them from  
California.

New York, represented by 61 
students, ranks second, and Washington, 
by 45, ranks third.

A  majority o f the 85 foreign 
students—46—are from  Canada.

Other developments during the year 
w ere  numerous. The Naval Arctic 
Research Lab at Barrow, operated for  the 
Navy by the university, celebrated its 
25th anniversary and supported AIDJEX 
’72, the nation’s largest research e ffort on 
Arctic Ocean ice; on the Fairbanks 
campus, the swimming team hosted its 
first at-home intercollegiate swimming 
meet, with the University o f  Oregon and 
the basketball team enjoyed its best 
season yet; KUAC-TV, an educational 
television station on the Fairbanks 
campus, went on  the air; five new 
buildings were named and dedicated on 
the Anchorage Community College 
campus, and one each was named at 
Ketchikan and Juneau; provostship o f  the 
S o u t h e a s t e r n  R e g i o n  w a s  
activated . . . the list goes on  and on, all 
pointing in one direction, growth o f  the 
University o f  Alaska’s statewide system.

The University community will join 
with townsfolk this holiday season to 
enjoy the festivities at the Holiday Ball, 
Thursday, Dec. 28.

The annual ball this year will be held 
in Wood Center. In past years, it has been 
held in the University Commons. Last 
year, it was originally scheduled for Wood 
Center but as the facility was not 
completed in time, it was again held in 
the Commons.

R ed and silver will highlight 
d ecora tion s  this year, which will 
emphasize the theme o f a traditional 
Christmas.

Stan and the Counts, a popular local 
band which has provided music for the 
past few years, will be back, playing a 
variety o f tunes.

The holiday ball was conceived in 
1963 as a special occasion for faculty and 
staff o f the university to invite civilian 
and military friends to share an evening 
on campus. The first ball that year was 
also an open house for the newly

U N IV E R S IT Y  ASSEMBLY will 
meet Friday, Dec. 15 at 1 p.m . in the 
Nanook Lounge.

U N I V E R S I T Y  R E L A T I O N S  
H OLIDAY OPEN HOUSE will be Friday, 
Dec. 15 from  3 to  5 p.m. at 108 Bunnell.

KHYBER INN will feature live 
entertainment Friday and Saturday, Dec. 
15 and 16, and Friday, Dec. 22 at 8 p.m. 
in the W ood Center multi-level lounge.

INTERNATIONAL CLUB will meet 
Monday, Dec. 18 at 7 p.m. in the W ood 
Center Pub.

D U P L I C A T E  B R I D G E  
TOURNAMENT will be held Tuesday, 
Dec. 19 at 7 p.m. in the W ood Center 
South Dining Room . Sign up at the 
Games Desk.

RECEPTION for William Cashen, in 
honor o f  the publication o f  his book , 
“ Farthest North College President,”  will 
be held Wednesday, Dec. 20 in the W ood

completed University Commons.
The ball has been enjoyed each year 

since then by hundreds o f faculty, staff 
members and their invited guests. 
Invitations—to be mailed this week—are 
extended to representatives o f military 
in sta lla tion s and local and state 
government as well as to alumni, faculty 
and other university personnel.

Invitations should be returned with 
the names o f invited townsfolk, to 
University Relations, 108 Bunnell, Box 
95164. '

The ball will begin at 9 p.m. in the 
ballroom, and a buffet supper will be 
served about 11 p.m.

The moveable partitions between 
the ballroom and snack bar area will be 
opened to allow participants to circulate 
as they wish through the building. The 
band will be located at the north end o f 
the ballroom, leaving plenty o f room for 
dancing.

Dress is traditionally formal or 
semi-formal, with black tie optional.

Center Pub from  3 to  5 p.m. Friends and 
associates are invited to  attend.

MARINE SCIENCE SEMINAR will 
meet Wednesday, Dec. 20 at 4 p.m. in 
Duckering 318. Don Wilson will discuss 
“ The Chemical Characterization and 
Metal Ion Binding Capacities o f  Lake 
Water Organic Matter.”

BAHAI CLUB will meet Wednesday, 
Dec. 20, and Dec. 27, at 7 :3 0  p.m . in the 
W ood Center Elevator Lounge.

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS will be 
observed Friday, Dec. 22 and Christmas 
Day, M onday, Dec. 25.

RASMUSON LIB R A R Y  HOLIDAY 
OPEN HOUSE will be Wednesday, Dec. 
27 from  2 to  4 p.m. at the library.

HOLIDAY BALL will be held 
Thursday, Dec. 28 at 9 p.m. in the W ood 
Center Ballroom.

NEW Y E A R ’S HOLIDAYS will be 
observed Friday, Dec. 29 and New Year’s 
Day, M onday, Jan. 1.


