University

in dispute

with contractor

The wuniversity has accepted the
decision of arbitratorsin a dispute with the
builder of the Gruening Building here but
has appealed an adverse decision in

connection with another new campus

building, charging the arbitration panel did
not act impartially.

Completion of the Gruening Building
was delayed more than a year. The
contractor, B&A-Century General, a joint
venture, brought a claim of some $2.6
million against the university, alleging an
overly complex design with regard to
reinforcing steel.

The university counterclaimed, saying
the design was not overly complex and
pointing out the contractor had had the
opportunity to study the design before
bidding on the project.

A three-member panel of the American
Arbitration Association this month
awarded the contractor $38,495.80 less
the sum of $11,500 awarded the
university. The sum of $28,652 owed four
subcontractors was to come from the
award to the contractor.

Modern Construction, Inc. was awarded
$388,779 by arbitrators on its claim that it
was delayed in constructing the William
Ransom Wood Campus Center because of
the alleged effect of a change order and
structural beam problems.

The university in late December filed a
motion with the Superior Court in
Fairbanks to vacate the arbitrators’ award,
contending in part that they showed
partiality, exceeded their powers, refused
to hear or consider evidence material to the
controversy and otherwise conducted the
hearing in a manner which substantially
impaired the rights of the university.

A hearing on the motion is tentatively
scheduled March 1.
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Assembly to meet

in Anchorage next

The University Assembly has voted to
schedule its February meeting in
Anchorage, the first time the group will
have met elsewhere than Fairbanks.

The University Assembly functionsasa
legislative body for the statewide system,
and includes representatives of the faculty,
administration and students.

The 51-member group hastraditionally
met on the Fairbanks campus on the third
Friday of each month during the academic
year. Because the majority of the group is
from Fairbanks, additional transportation
expense is involved in meeting in
Anchorage. However, at its January
meeting, the group voted to meet there in
February. Additional Anchorage meetings
may be scheduled after the February
meeting is reviewed. Assembly
representatives are expected to travel to
Anchorage for morning committee
meetings, with the regular assembly
meeting in the afternoon.

At its January meeting, the assembly
elected Dr. Richard Solie, department
head and professor of economics,

Short courses begin soon

Enrollment is under way for spring
short courses at the University of Alaska,
with most classes beginning in
mid-February.

Eighty-one courses are on the schedule,
in the fields of art, music and dance;
finance, professional and technical skills;
language, travel and religion; food; and
physical recreation. Courses for both
children and adults are included.

The short course program, sponsored
by the university’s Division of Statewide
Services, is one of the ways the university

extends services to meet the educational
needs of Alaskans. The program is totally
supported by the enrollment fees. Fees for
most courses are between $10 and $20. A
few, such as industrial electronics, reading
dynamics, and horseback riding, require
higher fees: $75 for electronics, $125 for
reading dynamics, and $50 for horseback
riding.

Course schedules and information are
available from the Division of Statewide
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Fairbanks, to represent it to the state
administration and legislature during
deliberations over the university budget.
He is expected to assist the university
administration in its budget presentation
in Juneau.

Solie, who also serves as chairman of the
assembly’s budget committee, told the
group his committee is analyzing the
university budget in comparison with
those of other institutions.

In other action, the assembly approved
an associate in applied science degree, to
take the place of the many associate level
technical degrees now offered. Under the
new nomenclature, the associate in
electronics technology degree, for
example, will become associate in applied
science with a major in electronics
technology. The general requirements
proposed for the new degree are equivalent
to most of the old technology degrees.

The assembly also approved a change in
the associate in arts degree. The change
drops a six credit hour requirement in
American government or American history
in order to expand the choices the student
has in satisfying general education
requirements.

Dr. G. Warren Smith, chairman of the
assembly’s committee on University
Philosophy and Program Development,
commented that his group had had little
input on its report at the December
meeting of a proposal to restructure the
university. Smith asked for written
comments on the proposal, explaining it is
only in a tentative stage.

A proposed change to the assembly
by-laws was given first readmg, and will be
on the February agenda for final action.
The amendment, submitted by the
Student Affairs Committee, increases the
ex-officio Anchorage student delegation
from one to two, thus placing it on an
equal basis with Fairbanks.













