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Newman Brothers Remembered at Noyes

A gathering to remember UAS student Casey Newman brought fellow faculty, staff, students,
friends and family to the Noyes Pavilion Thursday evening Nov. 29.

As the snow fell outside, mourners gathered around the fire pit and remembered Casey as a
caring friend and exemplary student.  Casey died along with his brother Kelly when they
attempted to swim to shore after the skiff they were riding in was swamped by a rogue wave and
sank in Tenakee Inlet the evening of the day after Thanksgiving, Nov. 23.

English faculty member Sol Neely started off the remembrance, saying that Casey was a model
student, “not in the sense that anyone should or could emulate him because Casey was, after all,
a very singular individual. For Casey, there was no distinguishing inside and outside of the
classroom. He carried his passion for study everywhere he went, from the classroom, the bar, to
top of Eaglecrest. In that, he led an exemplary life.”

Juneau Empire reporter Emily Miller wrote a comprehensive story on the event:
www.juneauempire.com/local/2012-11-30/newman-brothers-remembered-uas#.ULkib2f4JPx
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Assistant Professor of English Sol Neely praises the intellect of late student Casey Newman
at remembrance in his honor. Photo by Yosuke Sano.

One Campus-One Book Visits a Success

Heuer and his wife, filmmaker Leanne Allison were on campus the November 14 -16

Yukon College faculty member Randall Tetlichi of the Gwitch'in First Nation was on the UAS
campus as an Elder in Residence November 5-9. Mr. Tetlichi visited several classes, including the
UAS freshman seminar and philosophy studies, the Wooch.een club at the Native Rural Student
Center and PITAAS (Preparing Indigenous Teachers and Administrators for Alaska Schools)
students.  He was the featured speaker at a well-attended Evening at Egan, Friday, November 9.
The audience soaked up Tetlichi’s wisdom. Mr. Tetlichi is widely respected as an esteemed
teacher, community healer, and tradition bearer, and is featured in the 2012 UAS One Campus
One Book selection, Being Caribou by Karsten Heuer, who gave the final Evening at Egan
presentation of the 2012 season November 16. It tells the story of a five month journey on foot
from the Yukon through Alaska following the Porcupine caribou herd to their winter calving
grounds in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

Gwichi'in Elder in Residence Randall Tetclichi addresses students in the Native and Rural
Student Center. Photo by Yosuke Sano.

Heuer and his wife, filmmaker Leanne Allison were on campus the November 14 -16. Allison is
the producer/director of the Being Caribou film. Both were on hand for a screening of her film,
Thursday evening. Heuer was impressed by the UAS campus setting and students. At a lunch with
staff and faculty Friday, he said UAS has the advantage of being “embedded” in the natural world.
“You are near a living, breathing forest where you can see swans on the lake,” he remarked.

Heuer found UAS students to be “confident, comfortable and self-assured” and eager to make
positive change in the world.
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Being Caribou author Karsten Heuer gave the final Evening at Egan presentation of the Fall
2012 Season. Wife Leann Allison shared her film of the same title. Photo by Yosuke Sano.

Dauenhauer named Alaska Native Writer Laureate

First Alaska Native to hold the title.

Nora Marks Dauenhauer was honored with a reception at the Juneau Arts & Culture Center
November 20 in recognition of her recent appointment as Alaska’s newest Writer Laureate. The
event, which included brief speeches in English and in Tlingit, highlighted Dauenhauer’s role in
shaping not only the literary arts of the state, but also in revitalizing the traditions and language
of her culture. She is the first Alaska Native to hold the title. Dauenhauer’s husband Richard is a
former Alaska Writer Laureate and a retired adjunct professor of Alaska Native Languages at UAS.
Richard Dauenhauer noted that he and his wife are the first couple to have shared the title.



12-3-2012

http://www.uas.alaska.edu/soundings/full-issue.html[12/4/12 2:25:55 PM]

UAS Alaska Native Language program head Lance Twitchell and student Ishmael Hope with
Nora Marks Dauenhauer at event honoring her appointment as Alaska Writer Laureate, Nov.
13, 2012. Photo from Sealaska Heritage Institute.

Maritime Courses Offered in Kodiak

Due to need for offering classes and training in Maritime Transportation

For two years UAS has held a 100 Ton Master’s License/Operator of Uninspected Passenger
Vessels (OUPV) course in Kodiak.  Due to the large fishing fleet and Coast Guard Base in Kodiak,
there’s a need for offering classes and training in Maritime Transportation. This year a local
adjunct Professor, Andy Schroeder, was trained to offer more classes throughout the
year. Upcoming courses include: Able Seaman, Radar Refresher, and Upgrade to 200 Ton Master
among others. According to Assistant Professor of Marine Transportation Neil Nickerson, classes
have been held on the Coast Guard Base in partnership with their education program, with plans
to move course to to Kodiak College once a large renovation project is completed.

Art Department Open House and One Million Bones

For every bone made, $1 will be donated to help genocide victims

About 1,000 ceramic bones were created at a recent UAS Art Department Open House, where
roughly 300 visitors participated. For every bone made, $1 will be donated to help genocide
victims in places like the Democratic Republic of Congo, Burma and Somalia as part of the
international One Million Bones project. The bones are to be installed in the spring of 2013 on the
Washington, D.C. National Mall. Local artist MK McNaughton introduced UAS Assistant Professor
of Art Pedar Dalthorp to the idea. Teacher Assistant and student Kate Laster helped set up. She
said events like this can generate important dialogue in Juneau about genocide in other parts of
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the world.

Attendees of all ages helped make bones at the Art Open House, Nov. 15, 2012. Photo by
Yosuke Sano.

Walz’ New Textbook and Review

"In this concise introduction, intellectual historian Robin Walz shows how modernism
constituted an avant-garde cultural revolution across the fields of art, literature, music,
design and architecture in the twentieth century."

A textbook edition of Modernism by Professor of History Robin Walz is
scheduled for release in January 2013. A revised and expanded second edition of his
Modernism for the "Short Histories of Big Ideas" series (Longman-Pearson, 2007), the textbook is
part of Pearson's "Seminar Studies" series. It includes documents, a chronology, glossary, who's
who, and a guide to further readings.  As summarized by the publisher: "In this concise
introduction, intellectual historian Robin Walz shows how modernism constituted an avant-garde
cultural revolution across the fields of art, literature, music, design and architecture in the
twentieth century. This comprehensive history traces the development of modernism from its
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nineteenth-century antecedents through its postmodern legacies, and guides the reader through
the complex critical issues of the era." Walz also recently published "Collaboration during the
Occupation: The 'St-Cyr and Kohler' Mysteries," a review of J. Robert Janes's mystery novel
Bellringer, for Fiction and Film for French Historians.

The review is available online: www.h-france.net/fffh/maybe-missed/1549

Alaska Native Languages Program well-received by elders at Reception

Elders praised program director Lance Twitchell in Tlingit and English.

Several elders attended a reception for Alaska Native Languages & Studies held in honor of
Kaajakwtí: Dr. Walter Soboleff on November 14,  the birth anniversary of  the Tlingit scholar, elder
and religious leader who passed on in 2011 at the age of 102. It was an opportunity to learn
about the new Alaska Native Language & Studies program. Elders praised program director Lance
Twitchell in Tlingit and English.  They thanked him for inspiring and encouraging young people to
study Alaska Native languages at UAS. "You have heeded the call from Dr. Soboleff," said one
elder. UAS Tlingit student and elder Marie Olsen looks forward to the new program making UAS
the center of Southeast Alaskan culture and language.

Arts and Sciences Faculty Fall Conference Presentations

Sesko, Hay-Jahans, Monteith present

Psychology faculty member Amanda Sesko travelled to Austin, Texas in October to participate in
the annual conference of the Society of Experimental Social Psychology.  She gave a talk entitled,
(In)visibility of Black women: Attention to individuality. Mathematics faculty Chris Hay-Jahans
recently returned from Springfield, Missouri where he presented a workshop entitled “A Practical
Introduction to Using R” at the 5th International Symposium on Biomathematics and Ecology:
Education and Research. Anthropology faculty Dan Monteith attended the Annual Meeting of the
American Society for Ethnohistory in Springfield, Missouri November 7-10.  He presented a
research paper entitled “A Story about the Taku Kwaan and a Tlingit Village on Douglas Island,
Alaska”.

Maier Presents on Outdoor Sports Films

“Playing in the West: an Ecocritical Apologia for Outdoor Sports Films”

English faculty member Kevin Maier presented a paper entitled “Playing in the West: an Ecocritical
Apologia for Outdoor Sports Films” at the 47th Annual Conference of the Western Literature
Association in Lubbock, TX early in November.  The conference also celebrated the 20th birthday
of ASLE (The Association for the Study of Literature and Environment). Maier received positive
feedback on the ASLE conference UAS hosted this past summer.

http://h-france.net/fffh/maybe-missed/1549/
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