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UA-Yukon College Mine Training MOA

Established to promote mutual cooperation in industrial and mine training

The governments of Yukon and Alaska, along with Yukon College and the University of Alaska
Southeast, signed a new Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) October 11 in Juneau to promote
mutual cooperation in industrial and mine training.

“There is mutual benefit for Yukon and Alaska to share mining-related educational programming
and information,” Yukon Education Minister Scott Kent said. “This Memorandum of Agreement
provides an opportunity for further cooperation in the pursuit of our similar needs and interests.”

Hard rock mines – both surface and underground – in addition to placer mines, operate in Yukon
and Alaska. The need for common training and expertise is just one aspect of the expanding
relationship between Yukon and Alaska.

“Alaska and Yukon have some very similar workforce needs. With this agreement, we can work
together to coordinate and develop world-class training to fill these needs,” Alaska Labor
Commissioner Dianne Blumer said. “Both the University of Alaska and Yukon College have
specialized mine training programs that can benefit from coordination.”

Ketchikan Grant

The U.S. Department of Education awards $611,204 to UAS Ketchikan Campus

The U.S. Department of Education has awarded $611,204 to the University of Alaska Southeast
Ketchikan Campus to strengthen educational opportunities for Alaska Native students. The
Ketchikan Campus was among 11 campuses in Alaska and Hawaii to receive an award.

The U.S. Department of Education awarded a total of $12.3 million in two-year grants to 11
campuses in Alaska and Hawaii to improve the academic quality, instruction and facilities for
native students. The grants will carry out activities such as faculty development and exchanges,
curriculum development, counseling services, and the purchase of library materials or laboratory
equipment.

To be eligible for grants, an institution must have an undergraduate enrollment of at least 20
percent Alaska Native or 10 percent Native Hawaiian students.

http://www.uas.alaska.edu/soundings/
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Ready to Work

Thirteen students complete level surface miner class

Photo by Yosuke Sano

Thirteen students completed an entry level surface miner class through the UAS Center for Mine
training October 12, 2012. Several already have job offers from local mining companies. The
program is operated in partnership with the University of Alaska's Statewide Corporate Programs
and UA Mining and Petroleum Training Service (MAPTS.)

UAS and JSD Faculty Meet

This meeting is another important step in fulfilling the goals of our UAS-JSD Memorandum
of Understanding

UAS Math and English faculty will meet with Juneau School District teachers to share information
on student learning outcomes, assessment strategies, placement testing, and course articulations.
This meeting is another important step in fulfilling the goals of our UAS-JSD Memorandum of
Understanding—seeking greater coordination in support of student success and retention.

ACRC Additions

Dr. Bernhard Peuker-Ehrenbrink, Senior Scientist from the Department of Marine Chemistry
and Geochemistry at Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution

The Sitka Sound Science Center, an Alaska Coastal Rainforest Center (ACRC) partner, is pleased to
announce the arrival, on October 3rd of Dr. Bernhard Peuker-Ehrenbrink, Senior Scientist from the



10-12-2012

http://www.uas.alaska.edu/soundings/full-issue.html[10/18/12 9:22:49 AM]

Department of Marine Chemistry and Geochemistry at Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution. Dr.
Peuker-Ehrenbrink will spend most of the month of October in residence at the Science Center as
a Scientist in Residency Fellow. The ACRC is also pleased to welcome their newest partner, the
Prince William Sound Science Center.

First National Bank Continues College Prep Grant

The goal of the program is to educate students in rural Southeast Alaska

For the sixth consecutive year, First National Bank Alaska has supported the Getting Ready for
College program at the University of Alaska Southeast with a gift of $26,000. The goal of the
program is to educate students (grades 5-12) in rural Southeast Alaska on the positive lifetime
economic impact of continuing their education past high school. The program strives to help
students prepare for success after high school by providing training and resources to students,
their families and local education professionals. In 2011, UAS staff delivered the program to more
than 1,500 students located in 17 communities throughout Southeast. This year the program will
be extended to include Bethel.

Enjoying the Sun in Juneau

Photo by Joel Mundy

Web developer John French shows off his badminton form on the new pedestrian walkway on a
sunny October day.

UAS Sitka Prepares for WhaleFest
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This year’s theme-Cold Rivers to the Sea: Terrestrial Connections to Our Northern Seas

Organizers of Sitka’s popular WhaleFest have joined forces with the Sitka Sound Science Center;
together they will host this year’s WhaleFest on November 1-4. This year’s theme will be Cold
Rivers to the Sea: Terrestrial Connections to Our Northern Seas. Faculty, staff, and students from
the Sitka Campus will participate, as will some from the Juneau Campus. For more information see
www.sitkasoundsciencecenter.org/sitka-whalefest

Krein Presents in Portugal

40th Annual Conference of the International Association for the Philosophy of Sport

Professor of Philosophy and Director of Outdoor Studies Kevin Krein recently returned from Porto,
Portugal, where he attended the 40th Annual Conference of the International Association for the
Philosophy of Sport and presented his paper “Reflections on Formal Competition in Nature
Sports”.

Martin Honored by Board of Regents at September Meeting

"...influence will be forever present and how the Board of Regents is a better governing
board because of his involvement."

A reception was held at the Glacier View Room September 27 to honor Regent Bob Martin and his
service to the university. Approximately 60 people attended. He was greeted enthusiastically
receiving handshakes and congratulatory hugs from regents and UA administration.

UAS Chancellor John Pugh shared with everyone present about Bob Martin's many contributions to
the people of Southeast Alaska and Regent Mary Hughes spoke about her dear friend and
colleague who's influence will be forever present and how the Board of Regents is a better
governing board because of his involvement.

President Gamble touched on the points of his enduring presence and continuity of his
contributions, describing Bob Martin's impact as being so significant and having an effect on so
many, students couldn't possibly comprehend that these were the actions of just one man.

http://www.sitkasoundsciencecenter.org/sitka-whalefest/
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Michael Boyer published

Boyer is on the faculty for the School of Management.

The article, “Atticus Finch Looks at Fifty,” authored by Associate Professor of Law Science Michael
Boyer will be published in the Fall 2012 issue of the Maryland Law Journal of Race, Religion,
Gender & Class. Boyer’s article takes a novel reading through an interpretive and reflective review
of the famous literary lawyer Atticus Finch, at the 50th anniversary of the book and film, To Kill a
Mockingbird.  Boyer is on the faculty for the School of Management.

Space Grant Scholars Named

Congratulations to Alaska Space Grant Scholarship recipient Mary Miller and to Alaska Space
Grant Fellowship awardee Jamie Pierce.

Miller and Pierce were awarded $1000 and $2500 respectively. The Alaska Space Grant Program
offers stipends to undergraduate students majoring in science, technology, engineering, or
mathematics fields.  Awards are based on scholastic achievement, recommendations, and project
merit.

Art Faculty is "New to Town" at Juneau Arts and Humanities Council Gallery

October 2012 exhibit of her paintings at the JAHC.

Artist Anne Wedler arrived in Juneau last year to become Assistant Professor of Drawing and
Painting at UAS. She enjoys exploring the trails, culture and seasons that define Southeast. A color
palette of cool blues and the soft light and spaces defined by mountains have been incorporated
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into the October  2012 exhibit of her paintings at the JAHC.

Anne Wedler with one of her paintings at New to Town, her October First Friday opening reception
at the JAHC.
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