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Who are shokunin? What can we learn from shokunin’s work in a time of mass production?
What can we learn from the shokunin’s recovery efforts in the Tohoku region to revitalize their
skills and pass them on to the next generation?

Goals and Objectives

Goals
Content Goals:

Students will redefine their understanding of shokunin. They will understand problems that
shokunin face in the age of mass production and mass consumption, and critically examine the
value of shokunin’s handmade work, which requires tema and hima (labor and time), in today’s
world. Students will understand an example of support for recovery from the earthquake and
tsunami, which have been provided by a large corporation, and seek clues as to why the
shokunin’s skills are able to survive and be passed on to the next generation.

Language Goals:

Students will discuss who shokunin are and what problems they face in terms of revitalizing their
profession and passing it on to the next generation. They will present, orally and in writing, their
opinions on the value of shokunin’s handmade work in a mass production and consumption
society, and the potential contribution of shokunin’s handmade work to recycle-oriented society.
With a specific focus on shokunin who live in Tohoku, students will summarize, orally and in
writing, one corporation’s support for recovery of business, and suggest some possible ideas to
revitalize and pass on the profession to the next generation.

Objectives and Assessments

Content objectives: Summative Assessment
Students will be able to do the following:
Identify characteristics of Japanese shokunin, and explain who Essay question in a unit test;
shokunin are. project

Compare and construct the pros and cons between handmade works | Debate
by shokunin and mass production works by machines.

Explain problems that shokunin have in passing their skills on to Oral presentation;
the next generation. essay question in a unit test

1
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Assess values that are forgotten in the mass consumption society.

Debate

Evaluate contribution of shokunin’s handmade works in a recycle-
oriented society.

Debate

Explain efforts made by the corporation to support shokunin to
recover from the damages caused by the earthquake, tsunami, and
nuclear accident.

Oral presentation;
essay question in a test

Analyze one company’s effort to support shokunin in Tohoku and
its outcomes that are observed in consumers’ voices.

Oral presentation;
essay question in a test

Suggest some ideas to help shokunin’s skills be revitalized and
passed on to the next generation.

Oral presentation;
essay question in a test

Language objectives
Students will be able to do the following:

(Interpretive)

Obtain necessary information from authentic sources (e.g., the
internet and video) to characterize shokunin.

Short answer test in unit test

Obtain necessary information from authentic written texts about the
problems that shokunin face today.

Short answer test in unit test

Obtain main ideas from authentic resources (e.g., the internet)
about the efforts made by the corporation to help shokunin recover
from the damages caused by the earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear
accident.

Short answer test in unit test

Obtain necessary information from messages sent by consumers to
the corporation.

Write a summary

(Interpersonal)

Discuss characteristics of shokunin to help develop their definition
of shokunin.

Oral interview

Discuss the problems that shokunin face today.

Oral interview

Discuss the pros and cons of handmade works made by shokunin,
as well as works made by mass production.

Debate

Exchange opinions about the values (e.g., tema-hima o kakeru
[spending time and effort]; and knowing who made and who use the
products) that are being forgotten in today’s mass consumption
society.

Discussion board

Exchange opinions on the contribution of the shokunin’s handmade
work in a recycle-oriented society.

Discussion board

Discuss their analysis on how the corporation’s project has been
contributing to recovery, and how the project procedures can be
applied to revitalize and pass on the shokunin’s skills to the next
generation.

Oral interview

(Presentational)

Present orally and in writing their findings of how one
corporation’s efforts helped shokunin recover from the damages
caused by the earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear accident.

Oral presentation;
essay question in a test

Present orally and in writing possible strategies to revitalize and

Oral presentation;
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pass shokunin’s skills on to the next generation.

essay question in a test

As a project, create a PowerPoint presentation or write an article
about a shokunin (in their geographic area or from the internet) that
they believe is a shokunin, according to their definition, and whom

they would like to support.

PowerPoint presentation;
creating webpage
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