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In First Major Action

ASSEMBLY DEFEATS MOTION TO ELECT DEPARTMENT CHAIRMEN

Bogged down in procedural rule-making since their first meeting 
on April 4, members of the University Assembly emerged last Friday to 
defeat the first potent motion presented to the body —  a motion to 
establish elected department chairman.

Dr. Arlon Tussing, associate professor of economics, made the 
motion which would have called for an interim procedure for selection 
of department chairmen.

Had the motion passed, each academic department of three or more 
full time (or the equivalence) members would have met during registration 
week of next September to elect a chairman by secret ballot.

The chairman of each department would have been primarily respon
sible to the department, as distinguished from the present department 
head system in which the head is appointed by the university president 
and is responsible to him.

In defeating the motion, assemblymen acted counter to the intent 
of the "Final Report of the University Committee on Institutional 
Governance" published in December, 196 7, and approved "in principle" by 
the Board of Regents.

The report had recommended establishment,of the department chair
man system as a means of increasing faculty participation in the 
government of the university.

In other action at its third meeting, the assembly:
Appointed a committee to study revision of the university calendar. 

Members are David Geesin, chairman; David Gray, Earl H. Beistline,
Herman E. Slotnick and John L. Turner.

Appointed a committee to make preliminary study of university 
long-range goals and planning. Members are Keith B. Mather, chairman; 
William R. Wood; Steve Snyder; Hugh Fate; Fred B. Koschman; Troy L. 
Sullivan; and Philip A. Van Veldhuizen.

 ̂ Returned to committee for further study a proposed draft of an
assembly constitution.
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S IFT ER  SUMMARY
Summed Up By Larry Carpenter

THE COLLEGE of Biological Sciences and Renewable Resources top 
student award -- the Druska Carr Schaible Memorial Award —  has gone 
to graduating senior CLIFFORD L. ESTABROOK of Sacramento, Calif., who 
majored here in fisheries biology. The college faculty presents the 
award annually to a junior or senior who displays outstanding potential 
in the biological field.

*  * *

DR. E. F. RICE, head of Civil Engineering Dept., reports that 
engineering students RICHARD ODSATHER and DONALD BURGESS took top honors 
in the Western Wood Preservers Institute design competition with their 
entry, "Alaskan Igloo #1." Odsather is from Anchorage and will be a
senior in the fall. Burgess was graduated this spring and is from
Great Falls, Mont.

* * *

FIRST GRADUATE of the university's new one-year program in office 
administration was VALERIE BUBENICEK of Chatanika. Dean LEO M. LOLL 
of the College of Business, Economics and Government, and MRS. MELBA 
F. PELOSI, head of Office Administration Dept., joined in presenting 
certificate to Miss Bubenicek.

* * *

HELMUT VAN FLEIN, head of Art Dept., is one of nine nationally 
recognized sculptors invited to exhibit work in the current showing of 
"The Artist Teacher Today, U.S.A." at the State University of New 
York's College at Oswego. Van Flein has submitted his "Falcon Stretch
ing Its Wing," a 210-pound piece of Tokeen marble.

* * *

LATEST WORD is BEN BROOKS will be staying at UA. Good news to the 
many who appreciate his work as acting head of Health, Physical 
Education and Recreation Dept.

* * *

FOR FIRST TIME, Anchorage Regional Center graduates received their 
Baccalaureate degrees at main campus commencement. Nine of the 2 8 
graduates traveled to Fairbanks for 
the exercises: LORRAYNE H. DRUM,
GLADYS S. EARLES, OLLIE J. HEATH,
MARY E. MOORE, GEORGE PEIRCE,
KENNETH A. POLLARD, JAMES K.
SCRAPER, COLLIN W. SMITH, and 
ROBIN B. VAN DEUSEN.

SUMMER NEWS, the faculty-staff- 
student bulletin of the Univer
sity of Alaska, is published 
each Thursday during the summer 
by the Dept, of News Service, 
103 Bunnell Bldg. ext. 7581.
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RIVERBOAT DISCOVERY CRUISE SET FOR JUNE 14

First in a series of summer events for the university community 
will be a four-hour cruise aboard the Riverboat, popular excursion 
stern«wheeler captained by Jim Binkley.

Captain Jim, assisted by his nautical family, will transport 
passengers down the Chena to the Tanana for docking at a native fish
ing village.

A ride on the Discovery ranks as a top Fairbanks area attraction 
for tourists and residents alike. Interested persons may sign up at 
the Activities Office, Room 206, Constitution Hall. Tickets are $4 
for adults and $3.50 for children.

* * * * * * * * * * * *

SCIENTISTS BEGIN COOK INLET RESEARCH PROGRAM

Scientists aboard the university's research vessel Acona began a 
study of Cook Inlet this week that is considered basic to pollution 
research in the inlet.

The study, sponsored by the Western Oil and Gas Association, is 
being conducted by the Institute of Marine Science.

Led by the institute's Dr. Pat Kinney and Dr. Don Button, scientific 
investigators are attempting to determine the amounts and sources of 
hydrocarbon pollutants in the inlet.

Hydrocarbon is a compound of the elements hydrogen and carbon. It appears in water naturally from decomposing organic matter in marine 
sediments, but also can be introduced by oil from man-made sources such 
as shipping and petroleum operations.

* * * * * * * * * * * *

FIRM DONATES $5000 FOR PEA EXPERIMENT

A $5,000 contribution by the Alaska Pipeline Co. will enable the 
university's Agricultural Experiment Station to lease a commercial 
combine for the station's pilot project of test marketing Alaskan 
frozen peas.

More than 45 acres of peas are being planted this spring in the 
Matanuska Valley as an initial step in determining the feasibility of 
establishing a vegetable freezing industry in Alaska, according to Dr. 
Horace F. Drury, director of the station.

’'Since conception of the project," he said, "we have considered 
a combine essential to accurately judge commercial prospects for the 
industry.

CONT. ON PAGE 4
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FIRM DONATES (CONT. FROM PAGE 3)
"No combine adaptable to harvesting peas is presently available 

in Alaska, making it necessary to lease one from outside the state.1
Dr. Drury said, "When we apprised Alaska Pipeline's board of 

directors of our need, it approved the $5,000 contribution for the 
purpose of leasing a pull-type combine."

S.S. UNIVERSITY RAFTS DOWN THE TANANA

By Summer News Raft Editor
For a while there in the Great Tanana Raft Race last weekend, it 

seemed as if the University of Alaska had taken to the river— -the Tanana 
River, that is. Although an exact count was just about impossible to c 
compile in the maelstrom of the start, the mid-stream maneuvering_and 
the finish, a rough tally indicated that upwards of 40 nautical-minded 
university folk' (faculty, staff, students and wives) floated, paddled, 
pedalled and even sailed down the river.

First prize for the most representation easily goes to the Geo
physical Institute whose George Cresswell and Merritt Helfferich organ
ized the race and whose Steve Domonkos won it in the nifty time (14 
hours had been predicted) of 10 hours and 15 seconds. Others on the 
river included Alan Johnstone, Jurgen Kienle, Doug Bingham and Neal 
Brown.

Two geophysicists and the wife of another chose the canoe route 
to make the 88-mile run to Nenana. Gerd Wendler and a colleague 
manned one canoe, Neil Davis and his son came through in another and 
Linde (Mrs. Jurgen) Kienle helped paddle a third. Davis paddled to 
the finish line, characteristically clenching a pipe.

Runnerup to Geophysical was the Institute of Marine Science with 
at least two staff members and four graduate students in the race. They 
included Brian Matthews and Harold Hahn and students Russell Strandtman, 
Jim Calegari, Chris Mungall and Bob Gleason.

Matthews captained a raft helped along by a bright orange and white 
sail. His wife, Mary, of the library staff, reports they held the lead 
for the first 20 minutes and managed to finish seventh out of a field 
of 58 entrants. Also aboard were Kienle and Bingham.

The Institute of Arctic Biology was represented by Dolores McCrimmon 
and Frieda (Mrs, Jan) Mackowiak on the only all-woman raft in the race, 
and by Steve Sayer. The institute's Don Borchert photographed the race 
from the more dependable confines of a riverboat.

CONT. ON PAGE 5
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UNIVERSITY RAFTS (CONT. FROM PAGE 4)
The McCnmmon-Mackowiak craft didn't finish until midnight (17% hours) 

but Dolores insists they weren't last. "We passed one raft so we had 
to be at least second to last." Why 1735 hours? "We were in and out 
of the trees (sweepers) and the back eddies half of the time and we 
finished with half an oar and a broom."

Sole known raft representative of the Institute of Social, Economic 
and Government Research was editor Jim Babb who teamed with Dean Wariner, 
news editor of the News-Miner, for the epic dash down river. Arlon 
Tussing chose the canoe route and paddled solo to Nenana.

The Associated Students of the University of Alaska were represented 
by a three-man raft comprising Scott Loll, Greg Snodgrass and Dennis 
Freeman.

Of dozens of somewhat hysterical incidents that marked the long day 
down the Tanana, perhaps the most rib-tickling of all occurred at the 
finish when Dick Holden of Physical Plant and Campus Planning, acting in 
a manner most gallant, offered to carry fellow passenger Jacqueline 
Mosny from the Cresswell raft, grounded on a sandbar, to the bank ten 
feet away.

With Jacqueline in his arms, Holden took one step, then two and 
then disaster. Into a mudhole went the third step, into three feet of 
chilly Tanana went Miss Mosny, and up went a roar from a hundred 
spectators close by. When Holden bent over to retrieve his passenger, . 
he stepped into still another mudhole and down he went, accompanied by 
another roar.

And there, while the Tanana swirled by, sat Holden and Miss Mosny
 convulsed by the situation and by the whole bizarre business of the
Great Tanana Raft Race.

THE EARLY BIRD CATCHES THE WORM
One wonders why early birds catch more worms than late birds, but then 
one never minds, really, when one is thinking figuratively, does one?'
And figuratively to literally, the early Summer News catches the reader 
before he bounds off for the long Memorial Day weekend. Hence, this 
edition was published early —  Wednesday in fact. Fancy that?


