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Raising Ourselves
Velma Wallis author of Two Old Women 
was in Juneau to talk about her new 
book, Raising Ourselves. Wallis was the 
first of several speakers celebrating 
Women’s History Month at UAS. Wallis 
spoke in the new lecture hall on Tuesday, 
March 4th to a standing-room-only crowd. Velma Wallis signing books after 

her lecture.

Wallis drew parallels between her new book and Frank McCourt’s 
Angela’s Ashes. The obvious similarities were children being raised 
by alcoholic parents, or really raising themselves. The less obvious 
were the shared superstitions, which surprised Wallis. She recalled 
reading what she thought was an Athabaskan folk law: that when the 
wind howls down the chimney it means that someone is going to die. 
“God,” she mused, “those Irish have been everywhere!”

Wallis’s lecture was that of stark honesty woven perfectly with 
pathos and humor. The crowed felt compelled to share their survival 
stories. “Before I could move on,” Wallis offered, “I had to talk 
about the things that were keeping me from moving forward.”

Juneau Writers’ Dessert Reception
The Alaska Library Association hosted the Juneau Writers’
Dessert Reception at Egan Library Friday evening from 7-9 pm as 
part of its annual conference. Provost Robbie Stell, Vice Chancel
lor Carol Griffin, attended along with 28 local authors. Author 
Scott Foster said he was very pleased with the turnout and thought 
the night was a success.

Senator Georgiana Lincoln
Senator Lincoln spoke at the Women’s Tea in the Lake Room on 
Wednesday afternoon in honor of Women’s History Month. 
Lincoln spoke passionately about issues that 
affect women, children, rural and Native 
life in Alaska.

Lincoln said she feared that Governor 
Murkowski is preparing to end funding for 
rural schools that have 25 or fewer students.
She recounted stories that happened before 
the State’s Constitution required schools 
having 10 or more students be kept open.
“The children suffered both physical and 
mental abuse,” said Lincoln of the boarding 
schools rural children were forced to attend.
“That is not a model of education I care to 
return to.”

Women of Distinction
Tish Griffin-Satre and Margaret Pugh are two of the four women 
being honored at this year’s “Women of Distinction Dinner” by the 
AWARE Shelter. The reception and dinner will begin at 6 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 15, at Centennial Hall.

Manna From Heaven
Gabrielle Burton and daughter Maria of Five Sisters 
Productions spoke in the Lake Room on Friday, March 7 on 
the topic of independent filmmaking. Gabrielle wrote the 
script for the production company’s latest film “Manna 
From Heaven,” which had its 
Alaskan premiere Friday 
evening at the 20th Century 
Twin. Maria, who directed 
the company’s first two 
films, Temps and Just 
Friends, co-directed 
“Manna” with sister 
Gabrielle C.

Gabrielle Sr. opened the discussion in the Lake Room by 
drawing parallels between the process of writing and 
subsequently finding a publisher for her novel Heartbreak 
Hotel and the uphill battle of producing an independent film. 
“After every rejection I would just go to bed,” said 
Gabrielle of her bouts with depression. “The children 
would all gather around the bed and say ‘they don’t know 
what they’re talking about, mom, it’s a great book.’”

Burton believed watching that process helped her children 
gain the type of resolve it takes to accomplish something 
like producing a feature length film.

Aron Senkpiel Scholarship
Aron Senkpiel of Yukon College died recently from compli
cations stemming from cancer treatment. Senkpiel had a 
strong relationship with UAS and was instrumental in 
building bridges of education across the border, according to 
Chancellor John Pugh.

In a letter from Yukon College announcing the scholarship 
Nancy Walker called Senkpiel a visionary and wrote that his 
hard work had a truly profound effect on Yukon College, 
and more recently, the circumpolar academic world.

Donations to the scholarship can be made to: Yukon College 
-  Aron Senkpiel Scholarship c/o Nancy Walker, Supervisor -  
Financial Services, Box 2799, Whitehorse, Yukon YlA5K4.

UAS to Host Chamber After 
Hours
UAS will host members of the Legislature and the Juneau 
business community for Chamber After Hours on Wednes
day, March 12 from 4:30 to 6:00 in the Egan Library 
Classroom Wing. There will be tours, a cash bar and a 
chance to chat with decision makers. The event is open to 
the public.

(LtoR) Charity, Gabrielle C , Ursula, 
Maria and Jennifer Burton

Senator Georgiana 
Lincoln in the Lake Room



The Juneau World 
Affairs Forum
The Juneau World Affairs Council and UAS are 
cosponsoring the Asia Pacific Rim Forum and 
Ball. The forum will run from 9 am to 5 pm on 
Friday and Saturday March 14 & 15 in the 
Egan Library and Lecture Hall. Speakers 
include representatives from the Philippines and 
Indonesia and experts on Japan and Korea.

The Asia Pacific Rim Ball features the 
Thunder Mountain Big Band and entertain
ment by the Filipino community. The Ball is 
$25 per person, dress is semi-formal and 
there will be a cash bar.

Native Oratory Society 
Contest
$11,000 in prize money will be at stake on Sat., 
March 22, when the Alaska Native Oratory 
Society Contest takes place in the Egan Library. 
The competition is open to all high school 
students and college students enrolled in at least 
three hours of college credit.

The contest gives Native students an 
opportunity speak on issues of importance to 
Native Alaskans, with the chance to win 
$2,000 for first place, $1,000 for second and 
$500 for third, in each of three events.

For more information log on to 
UAA.alaska.edu/aknos. or email Daniel 
Henry at afdh@uaa.alaska.edu.

Sitka News
Approximately 70-80 
whale watchers boarded 
an Allen Marine boat 
and spend two hours 
participating in the 
statewide Alaska Killer 
Whale Count and watching Humpbacks in 
Sitka Sound March 2. Jan Straley, marine 
biologist and local whale specialist, was on 
board explaining about Killer and Humpback 
whale behaviors. Sea otters and eagles added 
to the afternoon’s entertainment. Proceeds 
from the trip help support Sitka’s WhaleFest. 
The University of Alaska Sitka Campus was 
awarded the prestigious Margaret Drescher 
Gold Award for doing the highest percent 
(84%) of tax return 2002 E-Filing in Alaska. 
For your information, AARP Tax-Aide is 
administered by the AARP Foundation in 
cooperation with the Internal Revenue 
Service. It is a free tax service available to 
Seniors (60 and older), and to other taxpayers 
with middle and low income on various sites 
in Alaska. UAS Sitka Campus Learning 
Center is again providing this service and a 
volunteer tax preparer is available every 
Tuesday evening from 6-8 p.m. until April 
15th. Call for appointment at 907-747-7738.

The photography class at UAS has selected the 
winner of the Sitka Campus Love Your Pet 
photo contest. This is 
Buster Brown Barlow, 
entered by the Barlow 
Family and entitled,
“Old Man and the Sea.”
(Buster is almost 18 
years old.)

Ketchikan News
UAS Ketchikan staff has started the UAS 
Ketchikan Scrapbooking Club. The club’s first 
meeting is Friday, March 6:00-9:30 pm. The 
goal of the club is to come together for 
scrapbooking (with no pressure) and fun. The 
group will meet once a month on campus.

UAS Ketchikan VideoVersity presentation 
of “King of Hearts” had just about 
40 people attend for the third film in the 
series. The last showing will be held on 
April 5 and will feature the Academy Award 
winning film “Chariots of Fire.”

The First Annual Focus of Living Women’s 
Wellness Conference was held on March 7-8 
at UAS Ketchikan. The conference is 
designed for women to explore a variety of 
areas from cooking light to yoga to heart 
health to journaling to budgeting and finance. 
A luncheon in celebration of International 
Women’s Day is planned for the 8th and door 
prizes will be given away on both days.

Spring Banquet
The UAS Alumni Association is asking for 
donations for its annual Spring Banquet and 
Auction on Friday, April 11. The donated 
items will be auctioned off that night and the 
revenue will benefit UASAA programming 
and student scholarships. For more informa
tion, contact the Development Office at 465
2848 or development@uas.alaska.edu.

Alaska Permanent Fund 
Internships
The Alaska Permanent Fund has internships, 
in various areas of interest, for summer and 
fall. Any student or recent graduate is 
eligible. Internships are available in Alaska 
and around the world. If you have any 
interest in this, please visit their web site 
that has lots of background and information 
on the internship program. http:// 
www.apfc.org/internships/internindex.cfm

PITAS Thank You
Janice Jackson and Rhonda Hickok would 
like to thank the faculty at UAS who submit
ted grade reports for PITAS students by the 
5th week of the spring 03 semester. Your 
responses helped to offer services to our 
students in a timely manner.

Buster Barlow

Busy Break
Jan Straley is attending the Alaska 
Scientific Review Group for 
Marine Mammals and the North 
Pacific killer whale researcher 
coordination meeting in Seattle, 
WA over spring break.

Writing Contest
Winners
Announced
The winners of the 2003 UAS 
Regional English 111 Writing 
Contest have been announced. 
First Place went to Nellie Olsen of 
Juneau for her essay, “They 
Proved Me Wrong.” Nellie is a 
student of Sara Minton. Second 
Place went to Matt Nelson of 
Juneau for his essay, “Living with 
a Learning Disability.” Matt is a 
student of Sara Minton. Third 
Place went to Lucinda Solberg of 
Juneau for her essay, Alzheimer’s: 
An Individual’s Reality.” Lucinda 
is a student of Sue Koester.
JUNEAU CALENDAR

March 10 -  14, Mon - Fri
• Spring Break 
March 12, Wed
• Chamber After Hours, 4:30 
March 14 & 15, Fri - Sat
• Juneau World Affairs Forum 

Friday and Saturday, Egan Library.
• Asia-Pacific Rim Ball, Thunder Mt. 

Big band - Friday 14th, 7:00 pm
March 17, Mon
• Susan Kollin talk:Gender and 

Geography in Alaskan Women’s 
Nature Writing. Lake Room, 2:00 
to 3:30

March 21, Fri
• Mary Rojas author of Apurowak 

(She bathes in a Sacred Place)
Egan Library, 7 -  8:30

March 28, Fri
• Jill Frayne author of Starting Out 

in the Afternoon: A midlife 
Journey into Wild Land. Egan 
Library, 7 -  8:30.

March 29, Sat
• Stephanie Nolen author of 

Promised the Moon: The Untold 
Story o f the First Woman in the 
Space Race. Egan Library, 7 -  8:30

If you have UAS faculty, staff, student or 
alumni news, please contact Kevin Myers at 
465-6530 or kevin.myers@uas.alaska.edu. 
Layout by Greg Cohen. UAS is an AA/EO 
employer and educational institution.

If you would like to 
receive Soundings 
electronically, contact 
kevin.myers@uas.alaska.edu

mailto:afdh@uaa.alaska.edu
mailto:development@uas.alaska.edu
http://www.apfc.org/internships/internindex.cfm
mailto:kevin.myers@uas.alaska.edu
mailto:kevin.myers@uas.alaska.edu

